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mittee for Kidney Transplants does forbid 
doctors to carry out transplants between 
unrelated people who sell and buy their 
organs for money, but doctors in the 
kidney business argue that they cannot let 
a patient die for want of a related donor. 

Of the country's total requirement of 
about 50, (KK) kidneys a year. Calcutta 
alone accounts for a substantial share. 
With many related donors scared to don¬ 
ate their kidney, the supply has to be 
maintained from somewhere else. For 
this, the hunting grounds for the kidney 
touts are either the city’s slums or the 
professional blood donors, who are always 
in dire need of money. 

The favourite haunt of the touts is 
SSKM Hospital, one of the few govern¬ 
ment hospitals offenng dialysis facilities 
free of cost. Dialysis is an artificial kidney 
machine which clears the blood of its 
impurities when the kidney lails to perform 
this vital function Donors at the .S.SKM. 
unable to cope w'th the rush of patients, 
are forced to resort to a process of 
elimination. Those patients who have 
found a potential related donor are allowed 


C alcutta's pnvate hospitals and doc- J 
toi s have teamed up with a breed of | 
agents to turn the citv's (iS.tMX) | 
professional blood donors into living organ 
banks iearly to be ml up for sale. The 
comniodilv being hawked is the kidney and 
its price IS Ks 81MM)I) or more, depending 
on the desix'iation of the patient at the 
point ol temiinal renal failure. 

Kidnt'.y tian.splants h.ive become a Hs 
ti-crore industry in the city and the worst 
sufferers are the donors and. sometimes, 
the lecipients. Wilh the business brximing 
more and more, doctois and Ibeir kidney 
brokers .ire moving in for the luci ative kill. 
This blatantly unethical and gory 
business thrives because, shockingly, 
there is no law to check the kidnev 
merchants. The Inteniational Ivlhics Com- 
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A kidney transplant in progress 



















tobeputondialysw, pending a transplant. 
The hospital rehiaes to cidertain 4hose 
vdthout a tekted donor because dialysis. 
couM go on ndefiniteiy. Also,it does not 
want to get invdved in the diSeqent ethiod 
and legal probiems that may emerge in the 
case (rf unrelated donors. Thus, there is a 
steady flow of dtoippobited patients out of 
the ^KM because of tlw absence d 
donors. 

The touts, ever on the lookout, quickly 
swoop in on the patients and promise to 
arrange a kidney for a sum. hi the 
meantime, the patient gets himself admit¬ 
ted to a private nursing home which has 
dialysis kdlities. For tte affluent, it is no 
problem, but for the poor this means a 
minimum cost of Rs 1,800 a week at Rs 
600 a sitting for dialysis. A kidney trans¬ 
plant is more benefit because it can be 
done for a fixed expenditure of Rs 2 lakhs 
whereas dialysis becmnes a recurring 
expenditure for a lifetime. 

The tout now swings into action, getting 
in touch with the hospital staff and d^ors. 
He finds out the financial condition, the 
blood group and how the patient can be 
contacted. The tout then shortlists from 
his "bank of professional blood donors" 
according to the blood group. He follows 
this up by arranging a meeting l^tween 
the (k^r and the patient so that patholo- 
^ gical tests can be carried out. For a patient 
to accept a donor’s kidney, the tissues also 
* must match. The tout, in connivance with 
the technician in the laboratory, comes to 
know the result of the vital HLA test 
(tissue matching) before the patient and 
the donor, and thus prevents the two from 
striking the deal between themselves. 

Am^ with the result of the tests, he 
goes to the patient and tries to extract the 
maximum price. He sets a price anywhere 
between Rs 80,(XX) and Rs 1 laM. The 
desperate patient, seeing some hope of a 
longer lease of life, readily agrees to the 
price. TTie tout takes his cut of Rs .'50,(XX) 
or more and the balance goes to the 
potential donor. He then allows direct 
contact between the two and the donor 
signs a declaration saying that he is 
dating his kidney “voluntarily”. This is 
done because the law does not allow a 
docten* to take out an organ if it is not 
beneficial to the person’s health unless he 
is donating it veduntarily. The surgeon can 
be charg^ with criminal offence under 
Section 126 of the Indian P«rial Cork for 
having caused grievous hurt to the person 
if the organ is removed unnecessarily. 

"However, going by the circumstances 
under which most of these operations m 
kidney graftit^ are done in the dty it is 
doubtful whether the consent obtained is 
uncoerced," says a surgeon who refuses 
to do trmsplants from unrelated donors. 

Here coercion can be used by taking 
advantage of the poverty of the donor by 



DoiMr*a kidney being removed! Griely bnsineas 


hiring him with huge sums of moiwy or 
offering him a job or even promising him to 
pay the dowry for the marriage of his 
dau^ter. 

At present there are only two nursing 
homes in the dty where kidney grafting is 
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done. Both accept cases of only related 
donors. But doctors very often abuse the 
term “related" thereby encouraging trade 
in human organs. An unrelated donor often 
obtains an affidavit from the court saying 
that he is related to the patient and thus 
escapes any legal comfdications. The doc¬ 
tors, aware of this fraud, choose to turn a 
blind eye because he earns upto Rs 50,000 
by carrying out the transplant. 

A leading city urologist and transplant 
surgeon, Hr Mohan Sil. who does most of 
tiK transplants at the Belle Vue Nursing 
Home,says, "Althou^di grafting an organ 
from an unrelated domir is unethical, how 
can 1 let a patient die if his relatives are 
unwilling to donate their kidney .‘'"Howev¬ 
er, he expressed himself against the 
commercialisation of organs and says that 
he keeps being approacted by middlemen 
willing to procure a kidney for his patients 
for a brokerage. 

Investigations reveal that more often 
than not the doctor takes up the offer of 
the middleman. Since the search (ur an 
appropriate donor is a time consuming 
(H-ocess with many pathokigka! tests in¬ 
volved, the patient, meanwhile, pays 
through his nose undergoing dialysis at the 
nursing home. The all-important HLA- 
typing is done at only one nursing home in 
the dty. Since it has only recently begun 
(kring the tests independently, the doctors 
suggest that the samples be sent for 
crosscheckmg to Bombay and Madras. 
This is done deliberately to prolong the 
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T wftflty*y«ar-old Vandana Modak 
from Krishnagar came to Etelle 
Vue Clinic (BVC) in February 1988 
with features of terminal renal failure. 
She was advised immediate transplant 
and, meanwhile, (Hit on dialysis. Both 
.her parents agreed to donate one of 
their kidneys. 

At 11.30 pm the nephrcdogist 
of BVC received a cah from Kriahnai^ 
that Vandana's frither had sufiered a 
bra^ stem haemonrt^ and the dt>c> 
tors dtere had g^veh up hqpe of his 
aUrvivai They wanted to know If one 
of His kidneys could be used to save Ms 
daughter. . ' 

S,6Mi At 11 am a team from BVC 
reaidied Krishnagar. and broi^t Mr 
Mo^ to Calcutta on ah artin^ re¬ 
spirator and cardiac monitor. At BVC, 
the patient was put on a.ventilatar. He 
was examined by two netirdogists in¬ 
cluding the present vice-chahcMtor. of 
Calcutta University, Dr Bhaskar Ray 
Choudhuri They inxmounced the pa¬ 
tient brain dead although the ventilator 
continued to maintain the cardiac func¬ 
tion. 

6 . 6 . 88 : Simultaneous surgery on Van¬ 
dana and her father began in the even- 
ling. While Vandana's sui^eon prepared 
the bed for the grafting, her hither’s 
surgeon removed Ms left kidney. His 
heart still beating, Mr Modak donated 
Ms kidney to his dau{d>icr before bid¬ 
ding a final adieu to the world. 

Calcutta's first transplant from a 
'brain-dead' cadaver was complete. His, 
daughter lives today and is cited by 
dbctors as they try convincing the gov¬ 
ernment on ^ need for a cadaver 
transplant bill 


Vandana Modak 



period of dialysis in order to inflate the 
patient’s bill and squeeze out the maximum 
amount of money so that the nursing home 
and the doctor attached benefit. One of the 
renowned hospitals in the city minted 
money till recently doing transplants from 
unrelated donors. 'I'hereafter. perhaps out 
of ethical considerations, it stopped these 
operations and covered up its losses by 
hiking the charge for dialysis from Ks 650 
to Ks 800. 

W ith the doctor-middleman nexus 
complete, the search for the donor 
inevitably zeroes in on the di-fed, under¬ 
nourished and diseased blood donors, 
weakened by years of repeated donation. 
Whereas a person is permitted to donate 
200 ml of blood once in three months, 
these professionals donate thrice in one 
week. They are thus vulnerable to several 
diseases and their life span is greatly re¬ 
duced. 

A survey of professional blood donors in 
Calcutta has shown that while the mini¬ 
mum standard weight for a donor is 47.5 
kg. the weight of these men vary between 
35 and 45 kg. The required haemoglobin 
content in the blood of a healthy donor is at 
least 12.8 gm, but the average among 
these professionals is only 10.114 gro. Says 
a doctor, "If such a person sells his 
kidney he will only endanger the patient’s 
life and change his condition from bad to 
worse.” In such a situation, if the kidney 
broker, surgeon and the donor have to 
make their money the results of minor 
pathological tests have to be tampered 
with. Says a doctor, "The touts cannot 
tamper with the vital HLA typing but what 
they do is hike the haemoglobin count to 
normal level or suppress things like 
whether the potential donor recently suf¬ 
fered from malaria, jaundice or had di¬ 
abetes. This IS done with the help of the 
assistants in laboratories who are also 
given a cut.” 

In Calcutta’s organ market tlie touts 
have spread their wings over every labora¬ 
tory, clinic, hospital, nursing home and- 
diagnostic centre. With the mushrooming 
growth of such medical centres, especially 
blood banks, professional blood donors and 
touts do not find the blood business 
^lucrative anymore. Blood banks earlier 
used to pay Rs 2U a bottle if they could 
make someone donate blood. Now with so 
many such centres, the professionals get 
in touch with the blood banks directly. 
Donors are paid Rs 30 a bottle and they 
donate a maximum of thrice a week. A 
donor thus earns Ks 360 a month or Ks 
4,320 a year. 

Raqjit, a tout operating in the SSKM 
hospital area, explains why donors now 
prefer to part with a kidney rather than 
weaken themselves by donating blood. "If 
1 can catch a blood donor ready to sell his 
kidney. I can make anywhere between Ks 




Kidney kept in ice and saline: A comnux}: 

25,000 and Rs 50,000. He too makes an 
equal amount."He adds: “'rhe Rs 30 they 
earn with one donation dues not stay with 
them even for 15 minutes as ihey head 
straight for the country liquor den.” With 
such big inoney coming in at one go there 
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is no shortage of willing kidney donors. 
Things have come to such a pass that even 
the blood banks have taken to arranging 
kidneys for sale for a brokerage, but no 
receipt is issued. There is no way that the 
transaction can be detected. 


These correspondents, posing as 
prospective clients, met a medical ofGc^ 
on duty at a blood bank. The ofiScer rea<% 
offered to &id a kidney ffon his list (ff 
professional blood donors for a package 
deal of Rs SO.OOO. The package included 
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aH pathological tests and a signed declara¬ 
tion that the kidney was being given volun- 
tm%. The only catch was that we could 
meet the drmor only after the transaction 
was conq>leted. 

All the professional blood donors are in 
.the clutches of these unscrupulousoffi- 
cials'at the government and private bk)od 
banks. Since they demate more than is 
legally permisaibte, the private banks keep 
their bills pending. They cannot even go to 
a decent blood baidc each time beuuse 
the banks do not entertain people from 
putside their list of donors. In fact, there is 
an unwritten imderstanding between blood 
banks so that the bills can be kept pending 
for months. So these blood banks expand 
their ist of donors by enlisting only those 
who have juat begun donating blood for the 
first time, 

Ashok Roy, a professional donor fed up 
with the harassment^ys’ "1 don't want to 
donate blood any more. I have asked the 
dMss (touts) to look for a patient to whom 
I cm domte my kidney. ” He cannot 
approach the patient or the hospital doing 
^ transplant directly because as he put 
it,*Tltese tainiiig homes are very poih 
•od soplisRicated and they do not Hw riM 











Uke us loitering around their premises." 
He says this is why the nursing homes 
take their supply of blood from these 
banks whose well-dressed peons go and 
make the delivery. He says for a kidney 
transplant only the dadas can fix the entire 
contract. “They keep visiting these nurs¬ 
ing homes and know the technicians in the 
dialysis units from whom they get the 
information about who needs a kidney. 
'Phe dadas pay the technicians quite a lot." 

Roy thought he could carry on his 
profession by donating blood in the gov- 
emment-run banks, but found out the 
harassment is worse there. These banks 
record only one donation from a person 
every three months. To be able to donate 
weekly, which is illegal, the records have 
to be doctored. Says Roy, "Every time we 
want to donate extra blo^ the babus keep 
on taking a bigger cut from us. Sometimes 
they issue us false identity cards to help us 
donate repeatedly, but when we go there 
they threaten to expose us if we don’t pay 
them adequately." 

Most blood donors in the city took to 
the ‘profession’ to supplement their in¬ 
come from regular jobs, but in the process 
lost their job. One of them was working in 
a hardware shop, but when the em{^yer 
found out he was donating blood he threw 
him out. “I used to donate only once a 
week, but when you do something that the 
body does not permit it is bound to affect 
your work." he says. To escape the 
wretched life many have tried to fM jobs, 
but have been rejected because of their 
p«x)r health. 

'Ifie only way out of their misery now is 
to part with a kidney. Says a tout. "1'his 
big money gives them a chance to rehabili¬ 
tate themselves. Many have ended up 
opening up fruit shops and tea stalls." 
Even urologist Mohan Sil endorses this. 
"TiU now I have done transplants from two 
professional donors and both of them have 
started businesses of their own from the 
money whjch they have earned." 

But despite what the doctor says there 
is no proper facility for the rehabilitation of 
a professional donor. One person who 
donated his kidney for money says, “As 
Siam as the operation was over the 
patient’s party stopped bothering about 
me. They sim^y threw me into the gutter. 
After the stitches were removed I had to 
find my way back home on my own. With 
the patient well tlwy treated me as if they 
did not know me. ’ 

TTie poor gullible donors are the worst 
sufferers, 'fhe greedy kidney transplant 
industry has even taken to foul methods to 
reap in their bonanza. In Calcutta and 
many other metropolitan cities, Jlang- 
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ladeshis have been lured with jobs only to 
have their kidneys removed. Since a 
person can survive with one kidney, he is 
given a paltry sum of money and sent back 
home, his dreams shattered. At times a 
person admitted to a hospital for a minor 
surgery has clandestinely had his kidnev 
removed without his knowledge. In Cal¬ 
cutta and Bombay many persons reported 
missing have ended up in the hands of 
doctors in private hospitals, his kidneys 
renroved and his body stealthily disposed 
of in the sewers of the city. 

With India now the world’s biggest 
centre for the kidney trade it has become a 
muitibUlkin dollar business across conti¬ 
nents. Arabs, Singaporeans and the weal¬ 
thy from neighbouring countries make a 
beeline for India and pick up a kidney for a 
song. A few years ago a British surgeon 
refused to do a transplant on the wife of a 
Calcutta businessman who was identified 
as Mrs Ansuya Bagla after he found out 
that the doi^ was from a city shim. 
Earlier he was tricked into performing the 


operation in London by two other Indians 
who had bought the iddneys from slum- 
dwellers after swearing in affidavits that 
they w’ere relatives. Disgusted with the 
practice he decided to visit India and to his 
horror found one donor living in a Bombay 
hovel who had parted with a kidney in 
return for an alarm clock and a few radio 
batteries. 

To stop the sharks in the medic^ 
profession who have pul tbe entire busi¬ 
ness on a commercial footing doctors 
advocate cadaver transplants, that is tak¬ 
ing out an organ from a dead person. With 
cases of renal failure in India at 50 per 
million or 37,500 yearly this could save 
many lives. At present only Maharashtra. 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have legislation 
on cadaver transplants. The law specifies 
the circumstances when an organ can be 
removed from a dead person. 1116 only 
hitch here is that the switch has to be 
made within an hour of the person dyiii< 
and the kidney can at best be preserv 
for two days, ^soivery few hospitaist 
the country have the expertise and equip¬ 
ment for such transplants though it is 
common abroad. In the US. western 
Europe and Australia more than 90 per 
cent of the transplants are done through 
cadaver kidneys. 

Indian law also makes such transplants 
difficult. In most countries a doctor can 
declare a person dead when the brain 
stops functioning, but here doctors can 
declare death only when the heart stops 
beating. Moves are afoot to change the 
definition of death in India as a "brain dead 
person” could save several lives. Says a 
doctor, "Two kidneys could save two 
lives, a heart can save one life, a liver, 
another life. What the heck, if I am brain 
dead, I am of no good anyway.” 

But the ethical and moral situation 
continues to confound doctors. TTiey point 
out that it is different in India where tbe 
relatively low standards of medical ser¬ 
vices means the opportunities for cadaver 
transplants are more limited than in the 
West A ban on transplants from live 
donors would only lead to more deaths. 
Whereas for live donors, out of every 13 
transplants only two fail, for cadaver 
transplants 90 per cent are ftulures in 
Calcutta. Dr Ro^rt Sells, architect of the 
guidelines drawn up in Britain on kidney 
transplants, had earlier advocated the 
drawing up of a universal code because of 
this disastrous and immoral trade in kid¬ 
neys. “But I have thrown all that out of the 
window after visiting India,” he said very 
recently. 

Meanwhile, it is business as usual and 
money for everyone, but at this rate 1^ 
the year 2000 most poor people in India 
wiQ be walking around minus one kidney. 





























I had always thought that a 
dog should presort, at all 
times, the most alert 
appearance possSile. Cocked 
ears, flowing tail, front paws 
pois^ to spring. The sort of 
thing that earns points at dog 
shoi^ 

Not tl)at I had been schooied 
in my thbil^ by dog shows. 
Fm* one thing, my mother al¬ 
ways said that d(^ shows and 
ha^ shows were degrading to 
dogs and babies, that it was a 
loss of dignity to be put on 
show. For another, we hved in 
a rather parochial town for all 
the years of my childhood 
when I was learning about 
dogs through the steadfast 
friendship of Jespah, our highly 
'‘'^rebral, eccentric Alsatian 
’ho, visitors were told, was 
sctly as old as I was. (But, I 
Old learned, every year in my 
life counted for seven in his, 
and I determined to treat him 
with reverence though my 
seven-year-old's logic was un¬ 
perturbed by the fact that I 
forced on him the indignity of 
having to take part in di^s' tea 
parties.) 

Many years later, when jes¬ 
pah was long dead and 1 was in 
my early twenties, I attended 
my first and only dog show as 
p^ of a joun^tk assign¬ 
ment That dog show is associ¬ 
ated with two of the three 
most momentous events of my 
adult life. I found myself a hus¬ 
band and a dog. (1 am certain 
that none of my readers have 
confused, even monuntarily, 
the identities of the two but, 
knowing my husband, 1 feel 
bound to assure him in print 
that 1 mean no insult to him.) 

When I first met them, my 
husband was an intern in a 
government hospital and Bon- 
zo, then an eight-week-old 
Alutian, was cuddled in his 
arms wMe my firture mother- 
in-law was displaying Bonzo's 
father’s flanks to the jud^. 
Both man and dog were tl^ 
alert and energetic and took as 
immediate a ^ncy to me as 1 to 
them. 

W ithin a month I was mar¬ 
ried and the three of us 
began life together. However, 
soon both husband and dog 
grew frrt and most of my time j 
at home seemed to be spent in I 
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worse. One day, having in¬ 
vited some fiiends for lunch, I 
spent the entire morning 
scrubbing and polishing. I also 
drove away &nzo from his 
&vourite place mt the doormat 
before the firont door which 
was located, my husband in¬ 
formed me after some mathe¬ 
matical calculation, halfway be¬ 
tween the kitchen (where the 
part-time help fed him ti^ts) 
and the bathroom (where Bon- 
zo’s legitimate meals were 
served). i 

In due course, the doorbell | 
rang, the visitors were 
ushered in and, gratified by 
their exclamations of how 
beautiful our little flat was, I 
ted them into the bedroom and 
to the balcony. To ray acute 
embarrassment, the first sight 
that met everyone’s eyes as 
they trooped back into the liv¬ 
ing room was that of fat Bonzo 
friit asfeep in a possum-like 
posture on the doormat. 


Or does it? 


There were peals of laui^rter 
and cries of ‘Lazy dog!’ and 
'Nice dog, he doesn't bark at 
strangers,' as I tried to shoo 
him away. But Bonzo refused 
to budge. All throu^ hindi, he 
sprawled right under our 
noses with his eyes shuL The 
guests left, stepp^ over him, 
and Bonzo continued to lie 
supine on the doorm^. I per¬ 
suaded my husband to ex- 
amne him as I thou^t he was 
probably iU. “The rascal's 
being stubborn and lazy," he 
said, "Did you see the way 
he’s been wolfing down food?” 
After sane days, vdien Bon- 
zo’s appetite and health re¬ 
mained uioffected, I too stop¬ 
ped von^dng. 

A month later, my husband 
and I arrived home together 
aae evenfog to find a clutter of 
exdted neighbours and their 


servants on the landing. The 
elderly gentleman who lived 
akne widi an Apso in the flat 
across the landing told us that 
he had returned home and 
found his flat had been burg- 
-led. The burglars had picked 
the lock on his front door and 
had scalded the dog with boil¬ 
ing water—she had been bare¬ 
ly alive when he found her. We 
discovered that the burglars 
had also picked the lock of our 
flat and stolen cash and jewel¬ 
lery. But Bonzo was un¬ 
harmed. 

That night, after all the ex¬ 
citement had died down, I sat 
with Bonzo in my arms. 1 
asked my husband why he 
thought the burglars had left 
our dog untouched. “Silly, 
don't you see that he just 
slept?’’ said my husband. It 
was then, after the third 
momentous event <rt my Irte, 
that I revised my notion of a 
dog’s presentabinty. 

Yana Banerjaa-Bey 









When the Desert Blooms. 


D eserts end blooins make 
strange bedfellows. But 
tiiat is exactly what the peo¬ 
ple of south Australia witnes¬ 
sed—a desert in bloom! 

Last April and May, Au¬ 
stralia's autumn months, na¬ 
ture went berserk, Australia 
experienced its second Big 
Wet in a century (the first 
one in 1970). Millions of 
flower seeds, naturally sun- 
dried for two decades, now 


revived by the torrential 
rains, suddenly burst into a 
riot of colours; the desert- 
laiKl was transformed into a 
polychromatic carpet of 
flowers. 

And, all living creatures 
rejoiced. Particularly sheep 
and cattle for the bountiful 
livestock, and the primitive 
painters, known as the 
Brushmen of the Bush. 

The painters put aside 


their earthy browns and 
greens, and replaced these 
with the vibrant red of the 
Sturt’s Desert Peas, the 
sunny yellows of Cassia 
chatelaiiuana, the electric 
blue of the ^helor’s But¬ 
tons and the different hues of 
the hundreds of species of 
different flowers. 

The spectacle,.Badly, lasts 
but for a few months. But 
this crop of flowers wilhave 
set their seed in the soil, 
awaiting the next deluge. 


Zero Gravity 

I t is 20 years since man 
stepped on the moon, but 
tlie living conditions of cos¬ 
monauts have improved in 
small steps rather than giant 
leaps. If the 12,000 Icmg list 
of applicants who wish to join 
the Anglo-Soviet space mis¬ 
sion is anything to go by, it 
would appear that most peo¬ 
ple have not given a second 
thought to the actual condi¬ 
tions that prevail in zero 
gravity. 

Twenty years ago the 
Appollo crew had to be 
grateful for small comforts. 
At least on Appollo there 
was enough room for the 
crew to take their suits off 
and wipe their whole bodies 


whereas in their predeces¬ 
sors, Mmxuiry and Gemini, 
the cosmonauts had to keep 
th^ suits on all the time. 

“The waste management 
technology in the 1960s was 
the plastic bag”, says James 
Lev^, manager of the man¬ 
ned system division at the 
LEJ ^>ace Centre. In zero 
gravity where everything 
floats, die indignity of the 
procedure was considerably 
heightened. Sanitation has 
benefited to smne extent af¬ 
ter 20 years of R&D but 
although NASA is reputed to 
have spent $12 million on de¬ 
veloping a toilet more like a 
WC arid less like a plastic 
bag, in tests it keeps break¬ 
ing down. 

Improvements in the food 


department have been the 
most striking. A typical shut¬ 
tle menu today might feature 
bread rolls, cookies and even 
yoghurt. Twenty years ago, 
all the food came powdered 
in plastic containers or 
squeezed into tubes. But, 
however, delicious the food 
may be, the problem of the 
crew feeling too ill to eat it 
remains. Space motion sick¬ 
ness is experienced by 60 to 
70 per cent of people leaving 
the earth's gravitational field 
and lasts up to four days. 

Some experts feel that the 
sickness is not caused by 
motion but by the lack of 
visual cues aboard a space 
craft. The crew member has 
to fix his own floor and ceil¬ 
ing and orientate himself 


accordingly. So, when he 
sees someone resting on 
what he counts as his ceiling 
it triggers nausea. 

Weight watchers might do 
well to remember that 
Appollo astronauts put on ab¬ 
out a pound a day because of 
the enforced inactivity and 
therefore make good use of a 
treadmill, a cross country 
skiing machine as well as a 
roving machine that will be 
available to them. 

Though experts are now 
exploring the possibilities of 
deep freezes and micro- 
wave ovens on future trips 
the chances of by-passing 
zero gravity, pressurised 
conditions are remote. 
Sbamlu Dudeja and 
Nalinl Sitlanl 
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Bom in Baruidaha, Nadia 
(West Bengal) in Aprt 1813, 
Ramtanoo Lahiri was one of 
those brilliant Hindu College 
students, who, inspired by 
their renowned teacher Heni y 
Louis Vivian Derozio, sought 
to bring about a social and 
moral regeneration in Bengal. 
His father, Ramkrishna Lahiri, 
was the manager of the Nadia 
raj family estate while his 
mother, Jagaddhatri Devi, 
was dau^ter of the Krish- 
nagar raj family's dewan. 

Ramtanoo studied at the vil¬ 
lage pathasala before joining 
Hare School in Calcutta, After 
completing his college educa¬ 
tion in 18^, he was appointed 
junior teacher at Hindu Col¬ 
lege, He was later transferred- 


to the then newly-founded 
Krishnagar College. In his long 
teaching career, he served the 
Burdwan Government School, 
the Bali-Uttarpara English 
High School, the Barasat 
School, once again the Krish¬ 
nagar College and retired as 
headmaster of the Barisal Zilla 
School in 1865. 

Ramtanoo was married 
thrice. His first wife died when 
he was still a college student. 
His second wife, whose pa¬ 
rents did not allow her to live 
with him on account of his 
close association with Derozio, 
died within a few years of mar¬ 
riage. He had three daughters 
and four sons by his third wife. 

All along, Ramtanoo led a 
pious and humble life. A true 


follower of Derozio, his love 
for freedom of thought and ex¬ 
pression was exempl^. He 
.practised what he believed. He 
instilled in his students a sense 
of boldness in conviction and 
straightforward action. Ramta- 
noo, along with his celebrated 
coUege fiiends, Ramgopal 
Ghosh, Rasik Krishna Malfik, 
Krishnamohan Banetjee and 
Peary Chand Mitra, were 
associated with a number of 
social and intellectual societies 
like the Academic Association 
(founded by Derozio), the Cir¬ 
culation Libr^, the Epistol¬ 
ary Association and the Socie¬ 
ty for the Acquisition of 
(kneral Knowledge. Sir J.B. 
Phear, ex-judge of the hi|^ 
court, and Keshub Chanda- 


Sen, the Brahmo reformer, 
were also his close friends. 

Ramtanoo was deeply im¬ 
pressed by Macaulay’s writ¬ 
ings. He denounced the caste 
system and untouchability. 
ITtough not a converted 
Brahmo he supported widow 
marriage and inspired Vidyasa- 
gar in his reform movement. 
He also took active part in 
promoting the woman's posi¬ 
tion in Bengali society. He 
advocated English education 
and yet did not lose his national 
identity. He died on August 
18,1898. 

The sketch above shows his 
residence in Krishnagar which 
novv houses the Krishnagar 
Academy. 

















C an you give more details 
about Darwin's voyage 
(Quiz, 24 December. 

1989)? writes S. Basu,Cal- 
cutta. 

In 1831, the 22-year-old 
Charles Darwin, embarked 
on the Royal Navy survey 
ship H.M.S. Beagle aa an 
unpaid naturalist on a five- 
year voyage around the 
world, visiting the coast of 
South America (with exten¬ 
sive interior land excur¬ 
sions), Tierra del Fuego, the 
Galapagos Islands, Austra¬ 
lia, and New Zealand. When 
his father, who wanted him 
to become a minister, for¬ 
bade him to go unless he 
could find "any man of com¬ 
mon sense" who would 
advise him to undertake the 
journey, Charles produced 
Uncle Josiah Wedgwood (of 
the china-making dynasty), 
who felt the study of natural 
science (God's creation) was 
appropriate for a minister. 

Indeed, Robert Fitzroy, 
captain of the Deag/e, 
wanted a naturalist aboard to 
gather proof of the literal 
truth of Genesis. 

Ironically, the voyage en¬ 
ded Darwin’s career as a 
minister and, eventually, 
undermined literal interpreta¬ 
tion of Genesis. It changed 
the easygoing, unambitious 
dabbler into a mature man 
burning with scientific zeal. 
Despite seasickness and 
homesickness, he daily 
observed mountain chains, 
wide grass lands, desolate 
plains, tropical forests, and 
volcano reefs: collected fos¬ 
sils, seeds, plants, insects, 
and animat specimens; and 
studied Lyeli's Principles of 
Geology, which applied evo¬ 
lutionary principles to geolo¬ 
gy. Contemplating subtle 
variations among God's cre¬ 
atures. especially 13 species 
of finches in the Galapagos 
Islands, he realised that 
Lyeli's principles coukl be 
applied to animals as well. As 
a result of his voyage, collec¬ 
tions and 24 field notebooks, 
factual evidence for his 
theory of evolution came to 
light. 

Part of the piece on Christ¬ 
mastime (Deramber 24, 


' —roc— Queatlon: What did the The Sn- 

gttehmen In 1874 call the “great shoe 
question”? (Radhaksnta Hots, ‘Htilagsrh 
TVt 033. Orissa). 

-—>liis. iswarchandra Vhtyaaagar was pre¬ 
vented from sntsring the Indisn Museum 
becsuse he was wearing palm-lsaf sandals. 


1989), was omitted for want 
of space. Here is the portion 
that was left out; December 
26, is “the feast of Stephen," 
the first Christian martyr. It is 
also traditionally krtown as 
Boxing Day. On this day. 
church poor boxes are 
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opened and the alms money 
shared out among the poor 
of the parish. Later, it was 
the custom to give servants 
a Christmas bonus, which 
they came to expect. John 
Clare describes how; 

“The prentice boy wi' ruddy 
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face 

And rime bepowdered danc¬ 
ing locks 

From door to door w/’ happy 
pace 

Runs round to claim hla 
‘Chrisimax box'." 

December 28 is the Day of 
the Holy Innocents, recalling 
the babies killed by Herod in 
his search for tlfe baby 
Jesus. 

In Spain this is the equiva¬ 
lent of our April Fool's Day. 
Instead of calling someone 
an April Fool, you call them 
an Innocente (someone who 
is naive or simple), and try to 
play jokes on them or send 
them on fruitless errands. It 
has been suggested that 
there Is a connection here 
with Herod's unsuc(»ssful 
search for Jesus among the 
I “Innocents." 

December 31 is the last 
day of the year or, more opti¬ 
mistically, New Year’s Eve. 
Many people see the old 
year out with a party, wel¬ 
coming the New Year with 
toasts of champagne, and 
exchanging good wishes for 
a “Happy New Year." This 
I celebration is particulary 
dear to the Scots. They call it 
Hogmanay and welcome in 
the New Year with much 
spirit. 

Prasenjit Das, Howrah 1, 
writes; 

“The first inter-school quiz 
was organised by Kon- 
Fution, old quiz team of 
Howrah Zilla School. 

“The final was a marathon 
affair. From the very first 
round, it was a close contest 
between HZS1 and B.E. 
College Model School with 
St. A^s (invent School 
following closely. But to¬ 
wards the end, with the high 
scoring audio-visual rounds 
St Agnes, represented by 
Yama Agarwat and Atrayee 
Basu Mullick, pulled steadily 
ahead to win the crown. B.E. 
College Model School fin¬ 
ished a close second. 

“Thanks to the organis¬ 
ers for an exciting event and 
special thanks to foe quiz 
masters, Parfoa Raut, ArijII 
Das and Shantanu 
Banerjee.” 
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HmiNG THE RIGHT N01ES 


T here isn’t much use 
hunting around for flam¬ 
boyant adjectives to de¬ 
scribe this quiet young man. 
He strikes one as reserved, 
thoughtful, intelligent. His 
words are neatly phrased and 
delivered with a certain grace¬ 
ful conviction. There are 
flashes of humour, however, 
that embellish the afternoon’s 
conversation. Droll little anec¬ 
dotes: an underlying joy of 
living and a freshness and lack 
of cynicism, which sort of 
transfers itself to me and sud¬ 
denly the world is nice, clean 
and a good place to be in. 

I ask him about himself and 
he seems embarrassed that 
this should contain any kind of 
tnbiite to him. He demurs: 
what can he tell me? So we 
talk about his emergence as a 
professional musician, making 
a reasonable living in England 
and visiting his home once a 
year in Calcutta. We are sitting 
in a charming little living room 
of this tidy and organised home 
with the intngiiing flower-tiled 
floonng and pretty, well-kept 
backyard, all tucked away at 
the end of a twisty lane in 
Jyolish Roy Road, New Ali- 
pore (will I ever find it again?) 
and occupied now by three 
charming gentlemen of as 
many generations: Anjit him¬ 
self, his father and his 98-year 
old grandfather. There is an 
aura of deep affection and car¬ 
ing for each other, so rare 
today. He talks briefly of the 
loss of Ins mother and his 
struggle to maintain a scho¬ 
larship during her illness, 
which seems to have moulded 
and strengthened an already 
fine character into a very spe¬ 
cial personality. 1 suggest that 
we go to the music room and 
hear him play something. 

Arijit was bom in Bombay in 
August, 1965. His father’s 
work in England necessitated 
schoolmg there for himself and 
his brother. I refer to his 
bio-data and note under “im¬ 
portant examinations taken," 
10 ‘O’ levels taken in 1981 and 
four ‘A’ levels with an A in 
Music, and Smgle Mathema¬ 


tics. Further Mathematics and 
Physics as the others. He did 
his BA (Hons) in June 1986 on 
the strength of which result, 
he was given a place at King’s 
College. Cambndge, to study 
for an M Phil. He was also 
offered a one-year studentship 
by the Bntish Academy, which 
he declined and in preference 
went to study at the Royal 
Academy of Music, London. 
Grants and awards include the 
Alice Rodgers Scholarship to 
attend a summer music course 
at Bushev, Heits, the Drap¬ 
er's Company Award and the 
Royal Academy of Music Bur¬ 
sary, III 1987. 

His repertoire is impressive 
for such early days and as he is 
tuning up, I browse tl trough 
his mu.sic on the jiiano. Anjit is 
quite a compeietit pianist 
which makes him a sympathe¬ 
tic and easy soloist to accom¬ 
pany. There are some dab¬ 
blings in composition on a sim¬ 
ple raag, a putting together of 
the Grappelli yanations with 
chord realisations by Chakra- 
varty. He plays a few impio- 
visations on tlie piano for me 
and with a rueful smile admits 
that he “isn’t much good at 
doing these spectacular mod- 

Another Calcuttan goes West 


ern composition", his ‘inspira¬ 
tion runs on rather convention¬ 
al lines." And what of that? I 
ask. as long as the music is 
good and you enjoy it. well 
then' He plays some Bach and 
Moaait. Ills playing is im¬ 
mensely sensitive, vibrant and 
expressive, his intonation pure 
and technique nitty There is a 
fresh crispness and great 
musicalitv. Then, rather 
abastu-d. he admits that he has 


An encounter with 
young violinist 

Arijit Chakravarty 


made a recording of hunself 
playuig the Stephane Grappelli 
vaiiations, the piano part and 
would 1 like to hear it, with him 
playing the liye violin.’' Yes, of 
course' And this is a most 
entertaining swing thuig. Not 
great in the Mozart- Bach- 
Beethoven style perhaps, but 
great toe-tapping fun music, a 
gCKid note to end on or for an 
encore. 

His A string keeps going 



down It’s theweatlierjie savs 
He’s brought .i good stiH'k this 
time. We disc iiss the .ivailabil- 
itv or non-av.iilabilit\ of music¬ 
al equipment and the tribula¬ 
tions ot the student of music in 
this city. The lack ol a future 
.IS ,1 piotession.il and therefore 
the Lie kad.iisic al attitude to- 
waicls tiaining. and practice 
and discipline. Hut how does it 
eiiduie’' That in itself is tribute 
to the incredible potential of 
the ,i\c’i,ige Beiig.ili. Latent 
talent in almost everyone. If 
onlv this could be encouiaged 
and developed We talk about 
the necessity to upgiade the 
quality of te.icliing. then 
jierhaps we shall get st.ind.irds 
qualifying loi oceiseas scho¬ 
larships etc We l.ilk a lot and 
are hard put to forni a solution. 
He plays some more. We have 
tea anci biscuits and suddenly it 
IS dark and time to say good¬ 
bye lor the moment. 

Arijit IS working towards a 
concert in early January at 
Max Mueller Bhavan. In the 
meanwhile, he visits I'uri, 
meets relatives and friends, 
practises the violin ,ind spends 
as much time as possible with 
his family 
Fauzia Marikar 









LIMELIGHT 
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I t is almost passe now to talk of 
women’s achievements—or so most 
women think. Some want to talk of 
what they have given up to be super¬ 
achievers and others of how they want to 
draw a line at some point—they’re not 
sure where. But achievements, they say, 
become “nebulous” after being under the 
belt for a while. Perpetually walking the 
thin line takes its toll, but would they 
switch roles—the answers are ambi¬ 
guous. 

Businesswomen, particularly, seem pul¬ 
led several ways. It’s a little like riding a 
tiger, only some of them want to fall off. 
TTie excitement of conceiving a project, 
fighting for funds, convincing the doubting 
TTiomases and pulling off the deal, they ail 
agree, is addictive. Some of them, howev¬ 
er, bitterly resent the frayed nerves, the 
annoyed husbands, the never-ending ex- 


of security, of permanance. These, they 
feel, are signs of stagnation and compla¬ 
cence. Petite Aditi Bose, who runs her 
own interior designing business, feels 
“doing business is a lot easier if you’re not 
scared of the continuous grind. If you want 
the kind of security which is no real secur¬ 
ity at ail you should get a job. ” 

Echoing this thought, 35-year-old 
Krishna Gupta says her salaried job with 
Balmer I-awrie “put me to sleep.” She 
now controls, singlehanded, a flourishing 
leather items export enterprise. Breaking 
free of a so-called secured job, they feel, is 
the most important step. 

Ms Bose started out four years back, 
with enthusiasm and talent on her side. 
She wove her dreams so successfiilly into 
the interiors of people’s houses and offices 
that she can now afford a privileged 
lifestyle. Only 25, she is definite about her 



Neena De; Tough material 


DOING IT THEIR 


planations. Others have learnt to disregard 
the intrusions. 

Most of them are where they are 
through sheer grit, some luck, lots of man¬ 
ipulating. The last is no longer a dirty 
word, “everybody’s doing it.” That’s the 
reality. Learning to isolate an idea with 
potential from a sea of chaff is among the 
first lessons learnt in the women’s own 
business school. 

Very few of these women talk in terms 


What does it take to be a 


successful 


businesswoman? Shoma 
Bhowmik met some 
achievers to find out 


Krishna Gupta: Hell for leather 



plans in the short-term. 

Ms Gupta, on the other hand, tried her 
hand at teaching and a mundane job before 
she realised she wanted something else. 
Soft-spoken and beautifully turned out, Ms 
Gupta’s little empire is worth about Rs 2.5 
crores. Her plans are to bring it out of the 
“small league” in the next five years. Ms 
Gupta travels abroad about three times a 
year. She has a loyal clientele in the Un¬ 
ited States and West Germany. 

Believe it or not, these women actually 
feel secure when in the middle of desipiing 
a complicated office interior or executing a 
particularly tricky export order. Krisira 
Ray, who runs an advertising agency, 
brushes aside questions about pr^fems 
with family or Mends. "You have to be 
clear in your mind what it is that you want. 
After you’ve decided it becomes a lot 
easier to deal with the nitty gritty,” she 
asserts. Openly aggressive, Ms Ray says 
she needs to have control of the reins. 

“Today I control five people, tomorrow 
it has to be 500. ’’ Money, she says, ceases 
to be important after a point. Tlie knife- 
edged competition m the nakedly ambi¬ 
tious world of advertising makes survival a 
fine art, she says, eyes a^eam. 

M s Gupta, in sharp contrast, toes a 
more subtle line but is no less suc¬ 
cessful for that “1 haye had to fight tooth 
and nail to get this going. Everybody in my 
house was against my going into business. 

I had no support from anyone. My total 
dependance on myself m^s the differ- 
eiK:e in my attitude. I can’t afford not to be 
sure of what I want” Ms Gupta says. 
Determination, Ms G:qita says, is the 







key. "It hones to fighting readiness all 
your other strengths,” she claims. There 
is no doubting that these women are de¬ 
termined—in fact the word seems in¬ 
adequate. The steely strength that one 
^impses—if only in flashes—is enough to 
convince anyone of their utter serious¬ 
ness, their belief in their strengths. 

Ms Bose hastens to add that she does 
draw support from some people. "It may 

Krishna Ray: Ad-ding to the business 



not be a conscious effort on my part but I 
do it all the time," she says. Living and 
working alone as she does. Ms Bose is 
entirely justified in her attitude. 

She, however, hates looking back. "It 
blocks my progress," she claims. Driving 
herself twd to gain that extra edge, Ms 
Bose asserts that “you have to do a little 
better than your best to do complete jus¬ 
tice to your clients and you own creativ¬ 
ity. ” Can it get a little tiring, living at the 
edge all the time—yes, but “just train 
yourself to think like that.” Ms Bose has 
participated successfully in almost all the 
mterior designing fairs held in the city. She 
has to her credit a number of offices and 
homes. She enjoys a particularly strong 
advantage—being young and flexible in her 
approach. 

Ms Gupta has had to rely greatly on her 
latent abilities. "It was a problem in the 
beginning," she says. “1 had to frequently 
travel abroad to m^e and renew contacts, 
get orders. Even they wouldn’t take me 
seriously. They would think 1 was an idle 
wife being indulged by a rich husband. 
Now, of course, my word is good 
enough," she smiles, taking obvious plea¬ 
sure in her victory. 

She enjoys the patronage of several pre¬ 
stigious chains in the United States and 
West Germany. Ms Gupta owns two units 
and provides captive business to 20 
others. "This, of course, is not enough, I 
can’t keep up with the demands of my 
clients,” she says. Her plans are ambitious 
but meticulously detailed—one hesitates 
to doubt them. 

Ms Gupta fights her daily battles with 
elan. Banks, government authorities, 
agents, dealers, all raised eyebrows when 
confronted with her elegance. Her brand 
of determination is wefl hidden from the 
eye and works its way into all her actions. 
It’s difficult to see the lady retire from 
battle without proving her point. 

A little different is Neena De. At 26, she 
beads her small, thriving garment 
manufacturing business. Trained at Bom¬ 
bay’s Sophia College in garment designing 
and tailoring, Neena is quick to acknow¬ 
ledge the support she has received from 
her parents. Just as determined as her 
counterparts, Neena is obviously keen on 
sticking to the middle path. She designs 
and manufactures her own line of gar¬ 
ments—Nino’s. She has also designed the 
Tiny Tot range of children’s garments for 
Bata. Besides, she supplies to Burling¬ 
ton’s, Dolly’s Collection and the Hotel Hin- 
dusthan International boutique. 

"I definitely want to get married and 
have children," says Neena,whereas Aditi 
asserts that she "can’t think of marriage 
now.” She feels she wouldn’t do justice to 
hen>lans or to the man she marries. 

Tne women are unsure, for the first 
time, when taUdng of men. Each has her 


definite views on the subject and definite 
reservations as weU. Ms Bose feels they 
are easier to deal with than women be¬ 
cause they are more “logical and their 
commercial sense is better.” Women, she 
admits, are more aesthetic. "I consciously 
avoid taking small, residential jobs because 
hen I have to deal mainly with house¬ 
wives,” she says. 

Ms Ray says “it really doesn’t matter.” 
The whole process, she feels, is a means 
to the end. Essentially concerned with 
satisfying her clients, Ms Ray takes a firm 
line with persons she deals with on a 
day-to-day basis. She does not believe in 
limiting herself to prescribed parametres, 
which has gone a long way in contributing 
to her success. 

Ms Ray got accreditation for her small 
advertising agency in nine months flat, no 
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mean feat in itself. She services about five 
big clients and says her main weapon is 
her ability to talk her way into or out of a 
situation. Highly qualified, she holds an 
MBA and an LLB. Ms Ray also taught for 
a while before finding her meteir. 

Neena thinks otherwise. She doesn’t 
believe in making waves when they are not 
called for. She is not past manipulating 
cu'cumstances to achieve her end but she 
will hesitate. Ms Bose, who deals almost 
exclusively with men, says a firm but po¬ 
lite attitude goes a long way in ensuring 
one’s success. “Just lace it with liber^ 
doses of charm,” she smiles. 

These women, all successful in their 
own ways, refuse to fit in to any of the 
conventional roles. Each, in her own defi¬ 
nite way, is out to make a mark. Neither 
will commit herself to anything definite for 
the future, preferring to keep all options 
open and let their considerabie talents take 
care of the rest ■ 
















D espite dirt and fumes, there’s no 
finer vantage point than the rear 
observation platform of the last car. 
watching the countryside unfold to the 
rhythmic clickety-clack of steel wheels 
over rail joints. 

And that's where passengers gather on 
the stainless-steel, domed Budd car that 
brings up the rear of Amtrak’s numbei 11, 
The Coast Starbght^is it begins its 28-hour 
journey down the West Coast fnaii f’ort- 
land, Oregan (m north-west US) on a 
sunny October afternoon. 

It IS the inaugural run lor the newly 
rebuilt Sierra Hotel, one of several hun¬ 
dred individually-owned private tram cars 
that are enjoying a renaissance, rising 
from the scrapyards to grai e the rails once 
again with their stalely splendour. In its 
heyday the car earned passengers on the 
California Zephyr. 

For owner Doug Kbeil, l.'t, a Chitago- 
based airline pilot, the trip tulfills a long- 
held belief that this genteel mode ol travel 
must not fade into obsolescence. 

"In college I was a cook on the tireat 
Northern Railroad’s Kinpire Builder, pan 
of the last generation to expenence pas¬ 
senger-tram travel as it once was," says 
Ebert. 

As The Coast Starlight ambles south, 
the car’s vista dome otters an unob¬ 
structed view of the Cascade Range’s 
snow-peaked mountains bathed in the 
glow of the settmg sun. An elegant dmner 
is served on white linen tablecloths, with 
heavy flatware. “This is the reason I’ve 


wends through fertile valleys. By mid 
afternoon the tracks leave the parched 
hills to hug the Pacific Ocean near San Luis 
Obispo. At last, the skyline of downtown 
Los Angeles appears. 

■niere the Sierra Hotel and a caravan of 
cars from around the country are readied 
for the tnp to San Diego, site of the 12th 
annual convention of the American Asso¬ 
ciation of Private Railroad Car Owners. 

"We are highly dependent on Amtrak 
for movement and must respond to its 
equipment standards." says membership 
chairman Larry Haines. Most pnvate cars 
nin almost exclusively on Amtrak trams, 
but a few ixtasionally operate on freight 
and private lines. 



gone through all this,” says Ebert, smilmg 
as he sips a Chardonnay. 

A dense early-moming fog shrouds the 
fields as the train rolls into the Sacramento 
Ig^tation. Night has passed quickly; the 
^Sierra Hotel’s passengers, lulled to sleep 
hours before by the tram’s motion, begm 
to stir m the comfortable berths of their 
tiny private bedrooms. 

California’s changing scenery provides 
the day’s entertainment while the train 


Tracking Dm 

Train lanterns and coloured signal lights warm a San Diego train yard where more tl 
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A n empty San Diego tram yard has 
suddenly become a museum of beauti¬ 
fully restored private cars, as crews hose 
the dust off the cars’ sides and polish their 
brass rails. Formerly the exclusive domain 
of presidents, railroad executives and the 
very wealthy, private cars, or “private 
varnishes,” have gone mainstream. To¬ 
day’s owners, bound by a passion for 
railroads and a commitment to preservmg 
this hnk with the past, often borrow 
heavily to finance their dreams. Many 
have the abihty to do much of the restora¬ 
tion and maintenance themselves. 

Although a few reserve their cars for 
private use, most owners occasionally 
charter them to help offset their invest- 
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«n 30 private cars assembled for a convention 
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ment ($12,S,(XX) and up for a car that 
qualifies to run on Amtrak). 

“I don't know anyone who makes a 
profit,” says Haines. “Some, if they have 
the time to devote to it, operate intensive¬ 
ly and will claim to break even ” Charter- 
mg fees range from $1,000 to $3,0(K) a 
day. 

As twilight falls ovei San Diego, lan¬ 
terns suspended from dozens of observa¬ 
tion platforms cast a welcome glow 
throughout the train yard. Fold-down 
steps usher visitors from car to car, while 
well-dressed owners and crew proffer 
dnnks and hors d’oeuvres. 

If any car there retains the spirit of its 
previous owners it is the Virginia City, 
whose ramblings were chronicled by the 
late bon xivant journalist Lucius Beebe 
three decades ago. 

Decorated by a Hollywood set designer 
in the mid-19.S()s. it epitomises baroque 
opulence, with crystal chandeliers, gold- 
leaf trim and imported Venetian Renaiss¬ 
ance furniture. 

“One of the reasons there are pnvate 
cars today is the interest generated by 
Beebe in his books.” says owner Wade 
Pellizzer, as he fights the logs in the 
marble fireplace. 

(National Geographic News Service) 





FOCUS 


T imers li.ivi* ;ilw;iys fabi'iiiated man 
I-'irsl. when it was abundant, as a 
prize animal for hunt, next, when its 
population dwindltxl, it lormetl the nucleus 
of a major conservation strategy under the 
aejns of I’roject 'finer: and now. when the 
population IS in the lecupeiative stane, for 
.1 major man-anim.il conflict because of its 
cattle-liftinn and man eatinn. Fortunately, 
man has decided, thounh belitedlv, to 
proteit this beautiful animal and conserve 
It tor prospeiity. 

Wildlile conservation bas now come of 
■ifje and scientifu mananement |x*rmits 
effective manipulation ot the natural para¬ 
meters ot a park to ensure optinuim 
growth of the animal population, (om- 
mensiitate with its carrying i apaciy KeRU- 
lar .iiumal count or census is an effective 
t(M)l in the hands of the manager to 
determine how the population dyiuimiis 
are responding to such management prac¬ 
tices. It .ilso indicates whether any couise 
correcticin is required. 

Various methodologies have been de¬ 
veloped for counting various key species in 



Tiger pugmark 


> wildlife parks, fhey are dependant on the 
^ mam aninul species to be counted and HH 
I topogiaphy of the area, among other 
7 factors. Animal sighting in any park is 
erratic and it is almost impossible to 
identify each and every animal sighted for 
a short period of time spread over a very 
large area of the park. Indirect methods 
denoting the presence of animals is the 
only means of computing their population. ■■ 
For tigers, pugmarks are an effective tixil 
for identifying the animals. They have 
distinctive features, and with some prac- 
tice. It IS possible to distinguish between 
the pugmarks of two different tigers and 
also to determine their age and sex 
'Together with information about the place 
of pugmark collection, stride ot the tiger, |H 
etc., It IS possible to arrive at a reasonable HD 
estimate of the population. Census by gw 
pugmark analysis in parks where visibility EJjl 
and accessibility are good and the ground nRj| 
IS Firm have been reasonably standardised. UR 
'The 2585 sq. km. forest area of the 
Sunderbans tiger reserve, which is esti- wim 
mated to have the highest concentration of Mah 
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plaster cast of a pugmark 




f the animal among ail such parks m the 
& world, however, poses an altogether diffe- 
? rent set of problems. Briefly, they are: 

• The forests are very thick and virtually 
inaccessible. Visibility is poor. 

• 'ITie bank and a large portion of the 
forest floor gets washed twice a day by 
tidal waters, thereby greatly obliterating 
the pugmarks within a very short time. 

• The ground is soft and sticky, causing 
splaying and distortion to varying degrees. 
This adds to the confusion. 

Pnor to last month’s census, only three 
serious attempts had been made to esti¬ 
mate the tiger population. These were in 
1972, 1978 and 1983. Learning only from 
our own experience and with practically no 
standardised method for such an area to 
fall back on, we designed our own metho¬ 
dology. To double check whether the 
population arrived at matched the available 
prey base, we divided the entire census 
operation into two distinctive parts: prey 
base census and actual census of the major 
carnivora—tigers. 

T he first part was earned out from 
December 6 to 10. Four representa- 
tive areas of about 10 sg. km. each were 
g chosen from four zones of the project 
areas—the sanctuary zone, the core zone, 
the coie-biiffer combine and the multiple- 
use zone. In each of the chosen areas, a 
party of six trained staff kept constant 
watch over the area from their house 
boats in the peripheral creeks and rivers 
all through five days. In their enumeration 
sheets, they recorded actual sightings and 
also indirect evidences, like calls, hiwf 
marks, droppings etc. .Such observations 
are now being put to strict scrutiny and 
shall be compounded and discounted for 
various factors like visibibty and multiplic¬ 
ity of sighting to arrive at a rocklxittom 
figure of the prey animal. These figures 
shall then be statistically extrapolated for 
equivalent areas to get an idea of the mam 
prey base available. 

The second phase of the operation was 
more elaborate and lasted from December 

On the tiger trail 
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16 to 19. The entire project area was 
divided into ;i6 small units, well-delineated 
by natural water courses. They were also 
demarcated on the mtip. Each segment 
was entrusted to a group comprising five 
people including armed guards. The group 
leaders and their assistants were given 
extensive training in pugmark tracing and 
taking-plaster casts (with plaster of Fans). 
Each group, equipped with their census 
kits, took up position in their watercraft 
^ith sleeping accommodation, kitchen and 
toilet facilities) in their assigned areas by 
the evening of December 1.6. The entire 
project area was in constant touch with 
each other through radio telephone net¬ 
work. For four days, they moved along the 
periphery of the areas, entering the forest 
floor wherever possible to kxik for pug- 
marks. Whenever one was sighted it was 
traced out on a glass tiger tiacer and then 
transferred onto a tracing paper as perma¬ 
nent record. As an additionality, a plaster 
impression of the pugmark was also taken. 
They were labelled and fnarked on the 
relevant map. Site information like soil 


Previous Tiger Census Re.sults 



1972 

1978 

1983 

Total 

population 

120 

205 

264 

Adult 

males 


77 

137' 

Adult 

fmiales 


92 

115 

Cubs 

— 

36 

12 



condition, vegetation type, time of taking 
the pugmark and the condition of the 
pugmark (fresh or old) were recoixk-d on 
the infonnation sheet After continuously 
tiaversing the area for four days and 
gathering all the infornialion they were 
expected to alxiut the elusive carnivore, 
the census parties returned to .Sajnakhali 
on Detembei 20, anned with volumes of 
infonnation, pugmark tracuigs and a huge 
load of plaster casts (about 15 quintals of 
plaster of Pans were used). 

1 he information gathered is now being 
put to thorough scrutiny and processing. 
The final results are expected ti; be ready 
by the end of this mimth. We hope to 
arrive at population figures of prey and 
predator species, defining confidence 
limits and correlating predator-prey 
biomass ratio, hitherto unattempted 
in the Sunderbans. This should 

enable us to test the effectiveness of our 
managemental measures and tell us if any 
course correction is necessary. But that 
would be another story. ■ 

The water is field director. Project 
Tiger, Sunderbans tiger reserve 


























All Inlormallon given 
on these pages is accu¬ 
rate at the time ot \ 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 



Hindi Kilins 


• Aag K« Gola: Opera Q^nin 
Sarani; 281849), Lotus (S.N. 
Banepee Road; 242664), Naaz 
(Lower Chitpur Road; 277273), 
Liberty (Chittaranjan Avenue; 
553046), (Jttara (Bidhan Sarani; 
552200), Purabi (Mahatma Oandht 
Road; 350680), Indira (Indra Roy 
Road; 471757). 

Directed by David Dhawan and 
with music by Bappi Lahiri the film 
stars Sunny Deol, Dunple Kapadia, 
Shakti Kapoor, Archana Joftlekar, 
Raza Murad and Prem Chopra 

• Bhrashtachar; Onent (Ben- 
tinck Street; 281917)—4 shows; 
Talkie Show House (Shibdas Bha- 
duri Street; 552270), Menoka 
(Sarat Chatterjee Avenue; 
410417)—3 shows. 

A film by Ramesh Sippy, star¬ 
ring Rekha and Mithun Chakrabor- 
ty. The music is by Laxmikant 
iS'arelal. 

• Chandnl: Paradise (Bentmck 
Street; 285442)- 11. 2.15, .5.30, 
8.45. 

A film by Yash Chopra, .starring 
Rishi Kapoor, Vinod Khanna and 
Sndevi. The music is by Shiv Han 

• Ghar Ka Chiraag: New Cine¬ 
ma (Lenm Sarani; 270147), Moon¬ 
light (T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), 
Srce (Bidhan Sarani; 551515), 
Kalika (Sadananda Road, 478141), 
Malancha (Regent Park). 

Rajesh Khanna, Chunkey Pan¬ 
day and Neelam are in the lead in 
this film, dire'cted by Sikander 
Bharti. The music is by Bappi 
Lahin. 

• Jurrat: Hind (Canesh Chandra 
Avenue; 272473). l*rabhat (Chit- 
tarai^an Avenue; 390762), Basus- 
ree (S.P. Mukherjee Road, 
478808), Bma (Bidhan Sarani; 

Jaya Lalitha in 
Jawaa! 16 Saal Ki / 







Bengali Films 


• Aamaanat (A): Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553045)—2.30, 5.30, 8.30; 
Ujijala (Russa Road; 478666)--3, 
6, 9. 

Dvected by Shantanu Bhowmick 
and with music by Amit Kumar, 
the cast includes Rupa Ganguly, 
Abhijit Sen, Deepankar De, Sumit- 
ra Mukherjee, Shakuntala Barua, 
Master Bitu, Satabdi Roy and 
Prasenjit. 

• Kari Diye Kinlam; Darpana 
(Bidhan Sarani; 558080)—1.30, 
4.30, 7.30; Puma (S.P. Mukherjee 
Road; 474567)—2, 5, 8. 

Based on Bimal Mitra's novel 
and directed by Biresh Cfijatterjee, 
the film stars Moushumi Chatter¬ 
jee, Arjun Chakraborty, Kali 
Banerjee, Madhabi Mukherjee, 
Utpal Dutt, Haradhan Banerjee, 
Supriya Devi, Tapas Paul and 
Apama Sea TTie music is by Swa- 
pan Chakraborty. 

• Pranoml Tomaye: Minar 
(Bidhan Sarani; 552753), Bijoli 
(S.P. Mukherjee Road; 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 352740)—3 shows. 

A film by F^bhat Roy, starting 
Praseiqit, Arjun Chakraborty and 
debutante Reshma Singh. The 
music is by Bappi Lahiri 
















• Swarna TrUha: Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 5^13), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 3S9S61), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
474686>-l, 4, 7. 

Diraded by Mangal (^bakrabor- 
ty and with muaic by Said Chow- 
dury, the fihn Stan Mithun Chak- 
iabortyandJ^MneaeactreaaWaa- 
koKato. 
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7 Jannary onwards: 3 pm and 

8 pm 

The ^th aO-lndia annual fine 
arta exhibition, organised by 
Academy oi Fine Arts, tl January 
17. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

7 January onwards: 6 pm 

Calcutta Tamil Sangham and 
Udayam celebrate Thyagabrahma 
Utsavam' with a programme of 
Carnatic vocal and instrumental 
muaic by budding artistes, till Janu¬ 
ary 15. 

At Sankara Hall (93, Southern 
Avenue). 

9-13 January: 6 pm 

To mark Swami Vivekananda’s 
127th birth anniversary, the 
Ramakriahna Mission Institute of 
Culture and Devi Pratidhawani 
present a tabla trio by Kishen 
Maharsi, Alla Rakha and Shamta 
Prasad with Ramesh Mishra on the 
nagma on 9th; a guitar-sitar duet 
by Vidiwa Mohan Bhatt and Sha¬ 
hid Parver with Anandagopal 
Baneijee and Anindo Chatterjee on 
the tabla, on 10th; a vocal duet by 
Ajoy Chakraborty and Madurai 
T.N. Sheshgopabn on 11th, a 
sarengi-vioiin duet by Sultan Khan 
and O.K. Datar on 12th, and tal 
vadya katcheri featuring Kishen 
Maharai (tabla), Arjun Shejwal 
(pakhawaj), Umayalpuram K. 
Sivaraman (mridangam), 
Vinayakaram (ghatam) and 
Harishankar (kaitjira) on 13A. 

At.l^vekananda HaU (Got Park). 

12 January: 630 pm 

To commemorate Rukmini Devi 
Arundale’a B2nd birth anniversary, 
Natanam Kalakshetra presents a 
sdo Bharata Natyam recital by 
Arati Ghosh, disciple of Guru 
Khagendra Barman. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
StiMt). 

13 January: 3.30 pm & 6.30 
pm 

Anamika Kala Sangam presents 
the Hindi comedy play, Sambhog 
Se Stayas Tak, written and 
directed by Satyadev Oubey. 

At Kata Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

TRAVEL 
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HE-SCHEDULING OF FUGHTS 
Printid hnrn !• thn ngu^ Indian Airllnaa adiadula. 
Howavar, Indian Airllnaa waa following a partial 
amargancy achadula whan wa want to praas. Paaaarh 
gara may contact 284433, 283139, 2888W, 28281^ 
589433,204433,589811 (Ext. 314) for aaaiatanca. 


partura tlmaa aro for Cal- 
eutta. nguros In brackatn 
donoto tha daya, 1 baing 
IWonday. 


|pit('rn;iti(in;i| 


Cslcutta-Bombsy-Londou- 
New York: Dep. (2); Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6); Ai-309/Al-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): AM651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Paris-Loiidon: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AM35 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Baogkok- 
Tokyo; Arr. (5); AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): AI-;i09 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AM12/AI-' 
1122 at 0330. 

Fra nfcfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AM62/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): AI-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 

a 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Calbutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1, 4): RI-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4): R)-181 at 0830. 
Belgrade-Calcutta-Beijing: 
Arr. (1): JU-492 at 0955; Dep. (1): 
JU-492 at 1055. 

Beijlng-Calcutta-Belgrade: 

Arr. (l);JU-493at2325; Dep. (2): 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Caicutta-Slngapore: Dep. (2); 
Sq-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2); SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7); lC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3. 6); 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. 
(1): RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (3); 
RA-214 at 1050, Dep. (5); RA-214 
at 1650, Dep. (2, 3, 4, 6, 7): 
IC-247 at 1740; Air. (1): RA-213 
at 1150, Arr. (3): RA-213 at 0950, 
Arr. (5): RA-213 at 1550, Arr. (2. 
a 4, 6, 7); IC-248 at 1640. 
Delhl'Calcutts-Dbska; Arr. 
(4): iC-443 at 0830; Dep. (4); 
lC-443 at 0910. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(4): lC-444 at 1110; Dep. (4);- 
IC-444 at 1150. 

CaJcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1200. Dep. (2. 3): 
BG-094 at 1730, Dep. (I, 4, 5. 6. 
7>; BG-0g4 at 1900, Dep. (1. 2. 3. 

5, 6, 7); iC-223 at 1410, Dep. (4); 
IC-^ at 0910, Arr. (daily): BG- 
091 at 1115, Arr. (2.3); BG-093 at 
1645. Arr. (1, 4. 5, 6, 7); BG-093 
at 1745, Arr. (1. 2. a 5. 6. 7): 


IC-224 at 1610. Arr. (4): iC-444 at 
1110. 

Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (2, 

5): BG-698 at 1245, Dep. (3, 6); 
IC-225 at 1445: Arr. (2, 5): BG- 
697 at 1145, Arr. (3, 6): lC-226 at 
1705. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2. 5); KB-105 at 
1.330. 


Oorni’stic 


JUr4nMa 

Caicutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Oelhi: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1); Al- 
1320 at i:i40.; Arr. (7): Al-1122at 
0330. 

fndfon AMInet^W^ 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): IC- 
2()3 at 0700. 1C 763 at 13-10 and 
IC-402 at 1710, Arr (daily)' IC- 
401 at 1200, IC-764 at 1835 and 
1C 264 at 2210 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0900 and lC-273 at 1920; 
Arr. (daily); 1C-175 at 0810 and 
lC-274 at 1830. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily): 
lC-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily): IC- 
766 al 2225. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly)- 1C-771 at 0705; Arr. (daily): 
lC-772 at 1240 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 
2. 4, 7)'lC-277at 1745; Arr. (1. 2, 

4. 7): lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Ranchi: Dep. (daily): 
lC-205 at 1330; Arr. (daily)' IC- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow: 

Dep. (I, 3. 5, 7): lC-235 at 1130; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7): lC-236 at 1630. 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras: Dep. 
(2, 3, 5, 7); IC-542 at 0555; Arr. 
(2, 3. 5. 7): lC-541 at 1225. 
Calcutta-Port Blair; Dep. (2, 4, 

6): lC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2, 4, 6); 
.IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Varanasl- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4, 
6): IC-281 at 1700; Arr. (4, 6); 
IC-281 at ^5. 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar: Dep. 
(1. 2, 4. 7); IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 
(1, 2, 4, 7); lC-270 at 1930. 
Cslcutts-Bhttbaneswar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5, 6): IC-269 at 1710; Arr. (3. 5, 
6): lC-270at 1840. 


Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): 1C-7(X3 at 0605 and lC-229 at 
1320, Arr (daily); IC-704 at 0855 
and IC-230 at 1610, 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-DIfflapur: 
Dep. (1, a 5, 7); IC-219 at 0605 
and Dep. (2, 4, 6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Arr. (1, a 5, 7): lC-220 at 1045 
and Arr. (2. 4, 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Teipur- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 
6): IC-213 at 1210; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 

6) ; IC-213 at 1850. 
Calcutta-Tcxpur-Jorhat- 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Dep. (3, 5, 

7) ; IC-213 at 1210; Arr. (3, 5, 7): 
IC-213 at 1710. 

Calcutta-Imphal: Dep. (daily): 
IC-257 at 0620'„ Arr. (daily): IC- 
258 at 0900. 

Cslcutts-Dlbnigsrh: D^. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-201 at 1025; Arr. (daily): 
IC-202 at 1245. 

Calctttts-Agsrtaln-Sllchsr: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): IC-237 at 0610; 
An. (2. 4. 6): IC-238 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Silchar: Dep. (daily); 
IC-255 at 0600; Arr. (daily): IC- 
256 at 1010. 

Silchar-Imphal-Silchar: Dep. 
(daUy): iC-259 at 0730; Arr. (dn- 
ly): IC-260 at 0900. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); lC-221 at 06^; Arr. (daily); 
lC-222 at 0825. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-741 at 0945 and IC-743 at 
1.3()(), Dep. (2, 4. 6)' IC-243 at 
(HilO; Arr. (daily). IC-742 at 1205 
and lC-744 at 1520, Arr. (2. 4. 6): 
IC-244 at 1()30. 

Vayudooi^s^mimm 
Calcutta-Shillong-Guwahati- 
Silchar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Cslcutts-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2. 4, 6. 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
CsIcutta-Guwahsti-JorlMt- 
Lllabari-Dlbrugarh: Dep. (1, 
3. 5. 7); PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1. 3, 5, 7); PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-727 at 1115; 
Ait, (2, 4, 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agaitaia-Kamalpur- 
Kailashar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamsbcdpur: Dep. 
(1. 3, 5); PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1. 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at (fiSO; Arr. (1,3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcntta-Alsawl-SttelwR Dep. 
rdsfly): PF-705 at 1120; Air. (dii- 





hj): PF-706 at 1615. 
Caleutta-Rourkela'Raiichl: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5); PF-715 at 0600; 
Anr. (1. 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

CalcHtta-Cuwahati-Ulabari- 


23rD-Dapari»>: Dep. (2, 4, 6); 
PF-721 at 0930: Air. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805, 

Calctttta-Guwaliati- 

Dibnigarh-Paasighat'Along: 


Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Art. (1. 3. 5); PF-724 at im 

Calcutta-Jamahedpur-Patiia: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at OSSO; 


Ait. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 104a 
Calcatta-Dhaabad-Ga]ra> 
Patna-Dbanbad-Calcntta: 
Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-737 at 0600; 
Arr. (1,3,5): PF-738 at 1100 . 


1 I'rains 

Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

1 Dspsrtul* SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnM 

Up 

Time 

Mowimh 

Time 

Dn 

Up 

Tbns 

Momrak 

Tkna 

On 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kelka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mail 

6-30 

6004 

3005 

19,-20 

Amrltaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7?10 

8001 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2301 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (ftow Mhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2382 

2860 

13-25 

Qltan)ali (Bombay) Express 

14-15 

2859 






8034 

21-25 

Ahmsdabad Express 

4-15 

80U 






8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

aoM 

2303 

9-16 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



preea via Paina 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

13-45 

2612 



Dep —Mon , Wed. Fri & Sun 





Dep —Tues 





Am —Mon , Tues . Thurs 4 





Arri —Sun 





Sat 



6013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

Raldhanl Expreaa 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

6006 



Dep —Mon . Tues, Thurs. Fri 



8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hstia Express 

6-05 

8016 



4 Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Puri Express 

5-30 

8008 



Arri —Tues . Wed . Thurs . 



8409 

19-20 

Jagsnnath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 



Sat 8 Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00’ 

Himgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp. 

11-10 

2374 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-30 

8080 



Tfi-Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14-45 

8046 



Dep —Tues . Fn 4 Sat 





press 





Arri —Tues , Wed 4 Sat 



8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

11-30 

8016 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



Dep—Except Saturday 










Arri—Except Sunday 





Dep —Mon 4 Thurs 



2602 

22-35 

Guwahstl-Howrah- 

22-15 

— 



Arri —Thurs & Sun 





Trivandrum Central Express 



3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Csntral-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Toolan Express via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 



Guwahatl Express 



3049 

13-05 

Amrltaar Expreaa 

15-45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tsrminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Guwahatl Weakly Express 





Main Line 





(vis VIsakhapatnam A 



3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

Mlthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjungs Express 

20-50 

2556 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 



Terminus Weakly Express 



3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3315 



(via Howrah A VIsakha- 



3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 



patnsm) 



3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tsrminus 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

4-15 

3026 



Supsrfast Express 





Dep —Wednesday 





(via VIsakhapatnam A 





Arri —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Trrwkly Express 

6-00 

3072 



Dep—Tues. Fri A Sun 





Dep —Tues , Thurs 4 Sat 





Am —Tues . Wed A Fri 





Arri —Mon . Thurs 4 Sal 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Sanllniketan Express 

15-45 

3016 



Weakly Express (vis Howrah 



2159 

15-25 

Chambsl (Gwalior) TrI- 

7-30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Superfasi Express 





Wednesday only. 





Dep—Thurs. Sat 4 Sun 




14-10 

Bangalore City-Quwahati 

13-45 

2673 



Arri —Tues , Wed 4 Thurs 





Weakly Express (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shiprs (Indore) Express 

730 

1172 



A Cuttack) 





Dep—Tues 4 Wed 





Monday only 





Arri-Sat 4 Sun 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tar- 

22-15 

— 

3327 

15-25 

Shakllpun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



minus Weakly Express (via 





Bl weeWy Express 





Howrah) 





(}ep 4 Arr,—Mon 4 Fri 





Thursday only 









14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2609 



mWQtmMh 





Patna Weekly Express (via 



3143 

19-00 

Darleeling Msll 

8-45 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

Oour Express 

6-15 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

Jsmmu Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

ENaumiEB: 

For round tho clock information of Eoatom 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

12-50 

3134 

Raltway tr«in$. dial 203846*64 for In-comlna troino; 



SBG Loop 



203B3B-44 1 

or all other informations. For 

information 

3103 

18-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 

<0-25 

3104 

about roMrvoilofit on Eootorn and South Cootorn Rallwoyt 

*5185 

12-40 

Chhipra ExprNS &I-Wssk1y 

4-30 

5186 

trains. 

diol 20SB00 ifrom S om to 9 pm on wookdoyo and 9 



Dep. 4 Arri —Wad. 4 Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundays and gassttod holidays). 




JUNIOR WHIRL o Hal Kaufman 



TOSSUnwheihiMfllMifDoltallabaM — 
Sm H you ean pick out AM playar on your I 


■ playor 1, 
Aral try. 


2.3or4? 


a BODY SHOPI QuicUy, namo liva parta ol tha body 
abovo tha shouldars that ara spallad with (our iatlara. 
Head, tor instanca, and so on. 

3|a 'i|*M Mm 'Mjq 'nou 'wp 'mmu ‘mj 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


IT'S HEADS UP BALANONQ 
Lat's see il you can solve this 
weighty balancing problem In your 
head pronto 

Three bottles end two cups weigh 
the same as four vases 
One cup and one vase equal the 
weight of a single bottle 
Knowing the comparative 
weights of bottles, cups and vases 
as thus described, you are asked to 
determine how many cups it will 
take to equal the weight of one vase 
(see Illustration above). 

It's to be assumed that similar 
Items are of the same weight 

•••AKiOwBdn? 


• LOST 'N FOUNDI Tha 
farodouB monstsr shown 
bslow Is Tyrannosarus 
Rsk, a craatura that 
roamed tha aarth sons' 
ago. Tha small figuras In 
tha insat—whan proparly 
Mantlflad and than addsd 
and subtraotad latter* 
wise—will leave a pisca 
whars Tyranno la most 
likely to ba found today. 
Where's that? 

Mnjsnn' 

soAtsi loop ipnip • ita - ivoq«ssnoi^ 


FUNSPOT 








'■^1 




SPELLBINDER 


scout to points for using all the 
letters In the word below to form 
two cempiata words- 

INVOLUTE 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thara Si 
aneas m drawing daiais betwee n top and 
quickly can you find them? Chock snswo 

-oaMui a sat a Aupaw a« SOM 
■jssMs Si iwseg t -suiMiw a eiad sRi a 'maws R * 


at least sis dllla^ 


a-tapauiaipeo's 

nnwtrSiS USi eils i 


THEN score } potnts each for all 
words at four tatters or more 
found among the lattsrs. 

Try la scare at least SO p oi nts . 

1QVR *iUiR SIUBAMI SMpMM 
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RIES 

March 21-April 20 

Moon's quarter m 
your sign indicates 
domestic disputes You will have 
clashes with family members but 
given time and patience every¬ 
thing will get sorted out eventual¬ 
ly. Home and property affairs will 
also lake on a new significance 
Romance is in the offing but do 
not expect everything to be 
smooth sailing Financial jug¬ 
glery will be called for 


AURUS 

April 21- May 20 

Socialising, ex¬ 
penses, trips, col¬ 
laborations. ties and rendezvous 
are now highlighted The health 
of family members will causa 
concern This is the time to 
invest in a new scheme Chil¬ 
dren will make demands on both 
money and your patience. While 
outside influences will interest 
you. make sure that you devote 
enough time to home affairs as 
well. 



a 


EMINI 

May 21 - June 20 
Even if you face 
opposition to your 
plans from some quarters, go 
ahead with any ventures that 
you have in mind. Matters per¬ 
taining to legacies and part¬ 
nerships will interest you Health 
may run into rough weather, so 
take adequate care and go for 
regular checkups It would be 
best if you wait for a while before 
embarking on a journey Home 
affairs will now demand atten¬ 
tion 


ANGER 


. I June 21—July 20 

Hard work Is in the 
offing for you as 
Venus trines Mars Elders will 
demand a great deal of your 
time. Travel Is foretold tor the 
next fortnight. Changes on the 
home front are destined. 
Romantic affairs are likely to add 
excitement to an othenvise hum¬ 
drum week. 


EO 


I j| -iuty 21—August 21 

Romance, entertain¬ 
ment and socialising 
are foretold. Financial transac¬ 
tions. buying, selling and invest¬ 
ments are also foretold. Sto¬ 
mach and heart ailments cannot 
be ruled out. Travel is likely. 
Children will give much joy and 
happiness. Visits to the nursing 
home are likely. 




IRGO 


L 

f 

Augusi 22 -Sepi 22 

Loans and funds will 
now be available to 




start any venture that you have 
in mind Romance is indicated 
as are matters pertaining to chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren You 
may suffer from a bad toothache 
this week, so a visit to the dentist 
IS advisable You may be making 
a major move by January 
Socialising and entertaining are 
highlighted as are renovation 
and alteration 


IBRA 

Sept 23-Oct 22 
The moon's quarter 
highlights matters re¬ 
lating to links, ties, contacts and 
collaborations. Money should 
come In by the weekend Ro¬ 
mance will not prove to be as 
rosy as you thought Over- 
Indulgence should be avoided at 
all costs Travel Is indicated 
Children, hobbies and pastimes 
are highlighted. Entertainment 
and socialising will prove to be 
beneficial this week 


BIRTHDAYS 


Januaiy 7 . 

Sun oonjMWtlon Saiwn; Dnbl^' 
IMS lou^ coMunetion, you 
do weft, as the ihDon ttiHie 
Neptune. It wW tie best to eo^ 
nsponsibiHtlesgieeetuHy. 

Jtnuary 8 ' . 

Sun sena* PhiiCK Lovett, poiti 
'edMw end SqiinMi. m tair - 
wsl> Look fonsMi to ■ pmi» 
don end petbs. TWe yew, « 

jOQ'iwiicn m- pfQOiDfv, 

; January 

'Moon 

esitotogy; end e 


pMHe to-dWfSi R wa not throw 
you pa your stode. Hits fs ryeer 
to ffeoh out. to people end 


January It i i;-. 

iFutt moon, Cemir. aaftb rn: 
Miraiogy. nir QOMifito Sionf* ? 
iQiv mo fW 9 *W/iPMmo» jO- 
ctienee to wed now p ossible-. 
nstsUonsNpi end teyilere |ndi> 
eUed. Alim end eoienim.wf 
do b tofnertiabie )*. 

janutry, 12 ' 

e feiahi 8 w‘' 

Moon appoonofT vmuK 1900 ^ 

asked ' 

wo^ buyiM|»td.e^&i^^. 
' out fevcairMly;. ieme tyiVj 
heoDY' mif-lantodietf'-'A 
iwM 

SMrMO ' 



'luiheaBnine- 
Ilf, pthenwei.* 
Itdedeeistuf- 


»• ' ^ . r ''' g'/ ^ 



CORPiO 

Oct 2 S-NOV 22 
A shift or transfer 
cannot be ruled out. 
Investments, designing, altera¬ 
tions, renovations and refur¬ 
bishing are foretold. Money will 
come in from any Investments 
that you have made. Romance 
will prove to be both exciting and 
invigorating. Do not burn the 
candle at both ends and team to 
take things easy. You will be 
accident prone, so take care. 
Installation of gadgets likely. 


AGITTARiUS 

Nov 23-D«c 20 
You Will go in for im¬ 
pulsive purchases 
this week. There will be some 
confusion over matters relating 
to travel documents and bank 
affairs. Be clear In your mind 
about what you want from life. 
Rcmiance will be exciting Do 
exercises In moderation but do 
not go in for weight lifting. Chil¬ 
dren and grandcnildren, socials 
and picnics will keep you In fine 
fettle this week. 


APRICORN 

Dec 21-Jan 19 

Home and property 
matters, elders and 
in-laws will demand attention. 
Your moods will fluctuate wildly 
so keep a tight reign over your 
reactions Follow any hunch that 
you have and you are sure to 
make money. The moon Jupiter 
conjunction ensures a happy 
romantic entanglement. Keep 
your travel kit ready. Health 
safeguards are called for. Give 
your home a facelift A good 
week for dancers. 

QUARIUS 

/M Jan 20-Fat> 18 
A » Matters pertaining to 

_ health, research, 

education and a new business 
are highlighted You will win over 
people with your charm. Negoti¬ 
ate a tncky business deal now. 
Sympathy may cloud your 
judgement, so beware of 
cheats Do not take risks on the 
road. Children may tax your pati¬ 
ence 






iSCES 

Fab 19 -March 20 
Buying, selling, trad- 
and re- 
'ou may 


Ing. Investin 


ting 

novation are foretold. Yi 
be taking on a new assignment. 
A journey Is In the offing. Before 
work pressufes mount, take a 
break. Alterations and decora¬ 
tions on the home front are 
likely. 
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EVEN THE' RO/AL CAN'T RB&ST 

A MOEMIKlS CUP OF COFFEE ANO A | 

SeZWN© OF ©OSSJP,../-I 

acam . I Teusr 
/OU AD A 
PLEAGANT EV/ENlN© 
WITH PPIMCESS 
BENUPA. 


•1 






SME'S NICE ENOU&H, / AH. VES. THE 
FATWEP EVBPyOME / FOUPTH ESTATE. 
INCUJDIN© THE PPESS- FPEECSOW OF THE 
ENJOVED WATCHING PPESS IS A AHVED 
EVee/ MOVE WE MADE.I BLESSING FOP US 

eoVALS' 



T 






I'M GLAD you LII<rE 
BENURA , ADAM . IF 
OMLV SUE WERE A FEW 
VEAPS YOUNGER ' AN 
HEIR NEEDS TO THINK 
TJ— -y^^ABOUT - 




PANPOP I THOUGHT 
VESTEPDAV WE 
AGPEED NOT TO 
BOTHER ADAM WITH 
THE MARRIAGE WOPD 
-V. TOCAy ?' __^ 


MOTHER, GOOD 
MOPNING "WE 
DIDN'T HEAR 
you COME IN ' 





ALL Right, i'u- consider a 
TRUCE. HMMM VOU smell LIRE 
ELDGRBERRy BLOSSOM, MARLENA . i 
NBW FRAGPANCe.» 
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THE SPORTSWORLD^MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sportsworld for a year and you will get free books of your 
choice from Marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs. 310 a year (52 Issues); Rs. 610 for two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the newsstahd 

pnce, plus a book delivered to you. 



Following an ttio books you can cbooia from 


Any TWO lora yiar't inlittrlptlofl 

Bicentennial Tesf—official book—Rs. 60 (actual price) 
B & H serlea—1967-66 Rs. 60 
Australia's World Cup champion Rs 60 
Who's who in one day intematlonals Rs 60 
Howzatl Cricket Cartoons Rs. 20 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs. 36 
The story of squash Rs. 86 
The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Rs. 364 


Any ONE for i ytai't nititerlption 
Beiing Myself. Martina Navratilova Rs. 280 
Boycott by Don Mosey Rs 290 
Benson (Hedges Cricket year Rs 280 
World Cup Cricket '87 Rs. 76 
Play fair Cricket Annual '68 Rs. 49 
ZolaRs. 144 

The Badminton Story Rs. t31 
Golden Girl: P T. Usna Rs 35 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Anando Bazar Potrika Ltd 6, Profullo Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700 001. 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of: Ananda Bazar Patnka Ltd, Calcutta 


















ULKA 11402 


India’s largest ^ling cameras 



Snapper offers better value 
for money. A wider range of 
models. And unique features 
that put it in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera. 


Snnftfter Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 















No Comparisoii; 

Aayode with mn Itttf the 
talmtof AmitabhBachdan 
would outdo lUj Babbar 
and Shatrughau Sinha put 
tbgether (‘VP'a Bach- 
chana’, December 24). 
With Us mesmeric perso- 
nafity and innate for 
acting, Bachchan has 
already gone down the 
annals of Indian dnema as a 
name to contend with. Can 
Babbar or Sinha lay claim to 
any memorable fito? Their 
ccHitribution to cine Ustory 
and pofitics are best left un¬ 
discussed. 

Sudip Basn, 
Chandannagore 

■ The emergence of the 
late M.G. Ramacbandran 
and then N.T. Rama Rao 
proved beyond doubt the 
undeniable link between 
politics and cinema. But 
their mindless and some¬ 
what ludicrous activities did 
not deter Amitabh Bach¬ 
chan, Sunil Dutt and later 
Vyjayanthimala Bali from 
joining the political band¬ 
wagon. And the recently 
conduded elections where 
Shatrughm Sinha and R;ti 
Babbar jumped into the 
political fray, have proved 
beyond doubt the undying 


MiactioBd^ politk* holds 
forfiknitaiB. Eveninspoli- 
ticafly conscious state fike 
West Bengal these dne 
artistes have bieen given 
undue anportance. 
AtokeBuo, 

ViL Godiaran 
(West Bengal) 

■ The interview with Shat- 
rughan Sinha revealed the 
hollowness of his claims. 
The film industry loud¬ 
mouth says that he has 
been an active campaigner 
at every general election 
since 1977, except in 1983, 
but the truth is that he took 
up campaigning for the 
dpposition only when he 
was sure of its victory. 

The Opposition won the 
recently concluded elec¬ 
tions because of the strong 
anti-Rajiv wave and not be¬ 
cause of Sinha’s efforts. 
Had he any courage, he 
would have campaigned for 
the Opposition in 1980 and 
1984 as well. 

Rajendra Kumar 
Mundhra, 

Honvrah (West Bengal) 

Stairy-eyed 

Thank you for the excellent 
story on the new faces in 
Indim politics (‘Poll Stars’, 


December 17). However, 
we would appradate some 
covo:^ on the giant kil¬ 
lers of West Bengal Malini 
Bhattachaiya and Susanta 
(^hakraborty. 
Debanjan 
Bandopadbyay, 
Baruipur 
(West Bengal) 

■ The cover story, ‘Poll 
Star8‘ made interesting 
reading but after reading 
MJ. Akbar’s views, I can¬ 
not help feel that after quit¬ 
ting journalism and enter¬ 
ing politics, he has started 
seeing everything with 
jaundi^ eyes. 

While on the one hand, 
Akbar criticises V.P. Sin^ 
for his campaign against the 
Bofors scandal he does not 
have anything to say in 
favour of his leader, R^iv 
Gandhi in the face of the 
charges levelled against 
him by N. Ram of The 
Hindu. 

Soma Sen, 

Rabindranagar 
(West Ben^) 

Clever d'actics 

The cover story, ‘King or 
Pawn’ (December 10, 
1989) reminded me of the 
year 1985 when V.P. Sin^ 
as finance minister, made 
headlines with his stringent 
measures against tax 
evaders. 

It was from then on¬ 
wards that a plot to replace 
Rajiv Gandhi as Prime 
Minister was hatched. 
When asked whether he 
was worried about what 
vengeful tax evaders might 
do to remove him from 
office, he had replied that 
he had entered poUtks be¬ 
cause of his personal rela¬ 
tionship with Gandhi 
Left to himself, he would 
have taken to photography 
or painting, he had said. 
This unclouded vision and 
philoso{rfiy of Ife has been 
instrumental in helping him 
to reach the position of 
Prime Minister today. 
Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 


Amitabh Bachchan: Way above the rest 
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The cricket 


control board is once again 
fishing in troubled waters. Its 
derision to appoint Bishan 
Singh Bedi as manager of the 
Indian team for the New 
Zealand tour is based on 
reasons other than cricketing. 


4 


St Helen’s of Kurseong 
celebrates its centenary this 
year. 





With NRIs taking 
over imports of foreign films 
some years ago, third-^ade 
movies full of sex and violence 
flooded the market. And then 
they began getting away with 
interpolations of uncensored 
masala, too. Years and much 
criticism later, the trend 
continues. 
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I t is bard to imagine that the gleaming 
white, Tudor-«^ St Helen’s Secon¬ 
dary School in Kurseong was little 
mwe than a 450-foot high barren, rocky 
hill side off HOI Cart Ro^ only 100 years 
back. But, “U God wills something, it will 
be accomplished" (to quote its founders) 
and after beginnings at Constantie and 
then a rented house above the Clarendon 
Hotel, St Helen’s guided by the indefodg- 
able Mother Marie, opened its doors to M 
students in February, 1891. 


STAYIJVe 

OJVTOP 



It was that same spirit of sharing, 
love—and above aU determination—that 
marked the carnival (x^gmised by St Hele- 
nites, present and past, in Calcutta recent¬ 
ly. A joi de vivre and desire “to feel the 
way we were," as Jayanti Sawhney put it, 
maiked the festivities. “We want to show 
Calcuttans that we are accomplished—not 
only at academics but also at home. Not 
one thing at the carnival, from the jams, 
bread and pickles to the prizes, have bear 
bought We have made them all” 

The Haunters of the Cross, to which 
St Helen’s belongs, came to In^ in 1861 
when St Joseph’s School was established 
in Bandra, Bombay, according to Sister 
Marlene Jude, present headn^tress and 
former student of St Helen’s. “When St 


Helen’s began, we had just 11 students 
from Caku^ but by 1911 the first batch 
went up for their Cambridge exams.“Soon 
after, a technical department to teach 
dressmaking, cooking and first aid, and 
then a conmerdal course for shorthand 
and typing were started. ‘Today, we have 
400 students on our rolls, half of whom are 
boarders," she adds. 

The Daughters of the Cross have also 
opened an institution for orphans, St Mar¬ 
garet’s Hmne, a local hi^ schod and a 
primary school in Kurseong. 

Besides the fact that the carnival was 
organised to acquaint Calcuttans with St 
Helen’s, the underlying objective was to 
raise iimds. “Ten years ago sdien I took 
over, I was dismayed to see my girls while 


St ii^*l SMMMbuy School^Kmerag 
ud <lQMt> (MidMa at tlw tckool play 
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away their q>8re time chatting. I wanted 
them to play gamea and exerdae, but 
where waa the place? The conidora then 
aeived aa grounda because die outdoora 
were ruled out It rains at least four 
months every year in Kurseong. It was 
then that I thought of building a gymna¬ 
sia for the students,” says the rosy 
cimked and unbelievably fresh kml^g 
Sister Marlene. "The estimate then was 
Rs 10 lakh, now it is Rs 15 lakh—but we 
have managed to scrimp and save. The 
carnival proceeds will help." The surplus 
win go towards providing scholarships to 
needy girls. 

W hat is most amazing is that Sister 
Marlene rarely admits girls above 
five. But don’t they end up having terribly 
homesick children on their hands? "You 
win be surprised," she replies. “They ad¬ 
just remarkably weO. Besides, the Sisters 
are very affectionate." 

Others, too, feel the same way. Says 
pretty TultuI Dasgupta of the 1976 batch, 
"It was like a second home to me. My 
parents were in the Terai where there 
were no good schools. But the Sisters 
made up for the parents—I remember 
hugging them and having a super time." 
Maiyu Dang, of the 1968 batch, ^ees. “I 
was brought up in a joint family where 
individual attention was impossible. The 
nuns were excellent. They instilled a 
sense of discipline and responsibility in us 
all. The only i^some feature was the wa¬ 
ter scarcity. I wish we were allowed to 
bathe everyday.” 

Radha Ghosh, of the 1934 batch and one 
of the oldest alumni to attend the carniv¬ 
al. shares Dang and Dasgupta’s memories. 
“TTie Sisters were very nice to us. They 
were mainly Belgians and Germans then 
but they never made us feel like outcasts. 
I still remember the fun we had on St 
Helen’s Day when even day scholars like 
me were treated to lunch and dinner. ” But 
then v^y didn’t she send her own daugjh* 


^’The liMdiiilttreM, Sifter Marlene Jade: 
^ An old aseodatloa 

A baaketboU match la pregraae 



ter to St Helen’s? "My hustumd wouldn't 
hear of sending them away to boarding 
school,” she says. Rita Das of the 1957 
batch has however sent her daughter to 
her alma mater. 

Yet, the understanding and affection 
notwithstanding, the overriding impress¬ 
ion one gets is that unless absolutely un¬ 
avoidable, most former St Helenites 
wouldn’t opt for boarding school for their 
daujditers. 

The centenary celebrations, according 
to Sister Marlene Jude, will commence on 
May 5 with a Hig^ Mass followed by an 
exhibition of photographs. Celebrations 
will end with a play on May 7, aptly titled 
“The Helegant A£^. ’’ 

Like any established educational institu¬ 
tion, St Helen’s too, justifiably, boasts a 
distinguished past with many former stu¬ 
dents making a mark for themselves in the 


competitive world outside, giving cre¬ 
dence to the school motto, “In Hoc Signo 
Vinces, "(in this sign, you shall cmtquer}. 
Politician Da Pal Chowdhury; doctors Par- 
vati Sen Gupta, Pumima Lama, Fee 
Leong; actresses Da|jit Kaur and Apar^ita 
Khanna; lawyer Kasturi Ghose; joumafists 
Rita Raj Gurung and Kezong Uden; execu¬ 
tives Sukla Dutta, Koyna Bam arxl Aiuuiya 
Banetjee; social worker Koely Raoy; and 
even royalty—the queens of Nepk and 
Bhutan—have passed out of St Helens' 
hallowed portals. And there have been 
many like Sister Margaret Mary, Sister 
Clare Francis, Sister Marlene Jude aid 
Sister Anne Clement who returned to be¬ 
come Dau^ters of the Cross. As one 
former student murmured, almost to her¬ 
self, “Once at St Helenite, always a St 
Helenite." 

Madhavi Irani 




• ^ody nuterlal: I offer a 
complete set of Agarwal Clas¬ 
ses o7 and Brilliant’s Founda- 
tkxi Course ’87 with solutions 
far anything of corresponcfing 
value. Contact V. Rajesh, 7/1 
Lake Terrace, Flat no. 1, 
Narayani Build^,Calcutta 29. 

• Flower vase: I offer an 
original Romanian cutgiass 
flower vase for anything of 
corresponding value. Write to 
^ncer Subrata Dutt, 53 
Bekul Bagan Road, (Calcutta 
25. 


• Magadnes: I (^er several 
issues oi Bits and a number of 
foreign sports and medical 
magazines for anythkig of cor- 
remonding value. Write to D. 
P. Ray, C/o Ray-Manzil, P.O. 
Khardaha, 24- Parganas 
(north), P^ 7431SS. 

• Sofa-com-bed: I would 
like to exchange two sofri-cum- 
beds m good omdition for any¬ 
thing of equivalent value. 
Write to Sanjeev Adlakha, P- 
2(X) ClT Roa^ Scheme (VIO 
Xankurgadii, Calcutta 54. 


• Knlttiiif machine: 1 offer 
a Singer SK2200 knitting 
machine in excellent condition 
for anything of equivalent 
value. Write to Ai^ Cham- 
bofty. Bank of India, Kirkeiid 
Branch, Kirkend Bazar, P.O. 
Kusunda, Dhanbad 828116. 

e Calculator: 1 offer a Sharp 
calculator for the video casset¬ 
te of Uttar Raaayan (epsodes 
24-37). (^tact Rakesh Ba- 
joria, 46 Ballygunge Circular 
Road, C^alcutta 19. 

• Study materiel: I offer 


Sachdeva’s New P. T. (College 
study material and model test 
papers (correspondence 
course) for medical entrance 
exams ’89 flex' anything of cor¬ 
responding value. Write to 
Rupa Bose. H. no. 483 Rishi 
Nagar, Rani Bagh, New IHJhi 
110034. 

• Pump motor: I c^er a 
one-fmirth hp AC motor of 
Ttilhj pump for anything of 
equival^ valw. Write to S. 
Chanda, 72/31 Dr N. S. 
Street, Calcutta 90. 








DISTANT THUNDER 


H e was the stormy-petrel of the 
Communist movement in the 
Seventies Even after the “Spnng 
Thunder" failed to bring in the much- 
longed-for political storm, his name struck 
terror in the minds of many an oppressive 
landlord m rural Bengal Today, after 
years underground and in loathsome pris¬ 
on cells, he is almost an invalid, hardly 
recogmsable as a firebrand But, talk to 
him for five minutes and you know the 
embers are as hot as ever His name is 
Azizul Haque 

"I know my days are numbered You 
see, I do not want to be recalled as the 
God that failed My children should be 
proud of me " Azunil Haque talkmg of the 
God that failed' No wonder, all around,the 
socialist world which he wanted to rebuild 
lies shattered Communism the world over 
IS changing its face But not for Haque 
Mao IS Mao For him it was Mao, mind 
you Chairman Mao, aixl his Cultural Re¬ 
volution which pioneered the true socialist 
expenment to decentralise power "You 
see, the basic notion of all democratisation 
18 withenng away of the state, not the 
replacement of proletarian dictatorship by 
the bourgeois democracy Chairman Mao 
did the right thuig He organised revolu¬ 
tionary committees compnsuig repre¬ 
sentatives of workers, peasants and sd- 
diers while a non-party member was given 
the chairmanship of it Like the early Bol¬ 
shevik Soviets these committees were the 
embryo of the new peoples's democracy " 
Ironically, the man who was earned 
away by theCommurast ideology was bom 
m a Congress family in Rangmahal villain, 
Ulubena, of Howrah district He came to 
Calcutta at the age of 12 After completing 
his schooling, he joined the Surendranath 
College 01 1959 At that time Surendranath 
College was the atadel of the Left student 
movement That suited young Azizul 
Haque 

The fall of the first democratically 
elected commuiust government in Kerala, 
the turmoil ui Tibet and the vioient food 
movement m Bengal had already left an 
impression on his mind Left-wing 
teadiers m the college added the much 
needed ideological gnat to his pohtxal 
thinkuig In no tone young Amul Haqiw 
was fit enough to play the pohtcal game on 
the communist chessboard And, of 
course, ttere were people hke Nandagopal 
Bhattacharya, currently ger>eral secretary 
of the West Bengal CPI, and communist 
intellectuals like Subhas Smehan Roy and 
Goutom Chatterjee to guide the young 
revolutuiiary on the n|^t path. "We were 
highly onpmsed by the ideological clarity 


as well as the selfless life of the leaders,’ 
recalls Azizul Haque with a twinkle in his 
eyes 

Then in 1964 came the histone split of 
the Communist movement ui the country 
Azizul Haque sided with the pro-Stalm and 
margmally pro-Chmese group led by the 
late Promode Dasgupta to fight against the 
"rightist" Dange and "centnst” Jyoti Basu 


Azizul Hague is the last 
of the celebrity Naplites 
to be released. 
BISWAJITROYmetthe 


while he was in jail 




But soon the Dasgupta group proved to be 
the “fence sitters" and joined hands wth 
the "centnsts" to from the Commumst 
Party of India (Marxist) Accordmg to Azi¬ 
zul Haque, leaders of both the Communist 
parties were more keen on eaptunng the 
party apparatus and the allegiance of a 
largely confused cadre rather than laun¬ 
ching an inner party debate on the path of 
Indian revolution A disillusioned Azizul 
Haque soon distanced himself from both 
the groups He and his associates were 
branded as ‘ultras” Soon they set up 
clandestine printing presses to bring out 
leaflets and periodicals cnticismg both the 
official party led by S A Dange and the 
"dissidents’ headed by Jyoti Basu They 
pinpointed the party leadership’s failure to 
identify the Indian Army as an aggressor 
during the Smo Indian conflict They also 
presenbed the Chinese path of revolution 
as the best medicme to cure the Indian 
social malady It was the “ultras" with 
other sympathisers who launched the 
Communist Party of India(Marxist- 
Leninist) after the peasant upnsing in Nax- 










albari in West Bengal The Naxalites had 
arrived on the Indian political scene. The 
rest is history. 

Revolutim devours its own children. 
The Naxalite movement was no exception. 
Immediately after the death of their found¬ 
er-leader Charu Mazumdar in police cus- 
^y, the Naxalite movement split into 
innumerable factions led by innumerable 
leaders. Most of the splits revolved 
around ideology, the most important being 
the "annihilation” policy adopted by Charu 
Mazumdar. It was he who propunded anni¬ 
hilation of oppressive landlords as the right 
path to liberate the toiling exploited mas¬ 
ses of rural India. Even ^er the “Spring 
Thunder” faded into oblivion on the Indian 
political horizon, it was Azizul Haque along 
with his comrade-in-arms Nishit Bhat- 
tacharya who avowedly followed the Ime 
chalked out by their political guru. When 
reminded of this, Azizul Haque retorted 
“How many people were killed by us? On 
polling day alone, at least 1500 people 
are murdered. Every other day the pol¬ 
ice-landlord nexus is used to butcher land¬ 
less Harijans and other backward classes. 
Genocide of the minorities has hardened 
our nerves. Each and every political party 
harbours criminals and killers. How thany 
have been killed in Congress-CPM clashes 
in West Bernal? Who shed blood for whom 



Back home: With wife Manidipa, daughter Agitihotri and ran Agni 

in Kultali, Hooghly, Asansol?” But does found freedom. The movemen 
this rnean he still endorses the politics of its toll. Years in jail and const 
annihilation. “As long as diere is oppres- have broken him. He can hardi) 
sion, such explosions will take place”, is ail out help. Almost bedridden 
that he would say. round-the-clock medication. E 


Today, the revolutionary of yesteryear 
is trying to grapple with reality. Failing 
health, a broken house and above all new 


STILL THERE 


O n Christmas day, a frail, bes- 
pe^ded man linked out of the 
Alipore Jafl after nearly a decade 
in dh^, claustrophobic cells. Blinking 
fe the unfamilar sunshine, his wife by 
' towde, he clutched on to his children. 

Aafeul Haqae, released grud¬ 
gingly on heahh grounds, was more 
RNtt^e than several of his crairades 
who languish in the various state 
They ate forgotten men, soldiers of 
yesterday's war whose indiscretions 
never he forgiven. 

Itte West Brags! ^ovenunent drew 
igi's tet of 22 Naxrafe prisoners last 
, but both the Assodatkm for tlw 
mtection of Democratic Rights 
and the Band! Mukti Commit* 
tNi.Wbo have launched a sustained 
'iMdifenMint since the Seventies, de- 
.inllB^ the release ef all poWcal pris- 
dUm that at least 35 NaxsJites 
lie holed tgi in West Bengal's jaila. 

Hie state jails minuter, Bub* 
JmllSjlB'Cboa^^ said his deput* 
pfejpttlQg a oomprehensiye 
f^aaum to be ndeased 
govenaaetft. rs- 



troversy.” 

But there has been a marked duutge 
in the Marxists’ stand on pohticai |»fe- 
oners since the Left Front Came to 
power in 1977. fa 1974, a CPI(M)- 
sponsored citiien's convention,: ., 
attended by party stalwarts Ske Jydti 
Bssu, S%lhan and fae late ^* 
hangsu Acharya, had demanded the 
lease of all political prisorurs. A 
issued at tte convention said: "A luge 
number of political prisoners are 1^ 
guishing in the different jails of West 
Ben^ as undertrials... Workers of 
political parties and democratic parties 
ate not being givra the status of poWc- 
ai prisoners. The status has been 
acl^ved by the movements launched 
by p<^ttcal prisons and it hM 
beep ucdipoated in the jail code. But 
the government is saying that these 
prisoners cannot he kiratified as poll* 
tkal prudnei a .**' . 

- 4ikil^the CPI(M)-led Left 
Front govemnrat is giviig the. sraw. - 
excuses that the Conmeas. govemt , 
mrat hi 1974 had TiM Left . 

fifees fo reouvnise tfoxalites M MM 

COTlMlt . > )• V-v5&.S.\V.' 1 


found freedom. The movement has taken 
its toll. Years in jail and constant torture 
have broken him. He can hardly walk with¬ 
out help. Almost bedridden he needs 
round-the-clock medication. But, to hell 
with "armchair politics,” he says. That is 
not in his work ethics, or rather revolu¬ 
tionary ethics. “It is not that I will elevate 
myself to the status of a political observer 
and sermonise on what is to be done. I will 
take part in politics as much as my body 
permits,” says a defiant Azizul Haque. 

There are others too who have shared 
and nurtured his revolutionary fervor. His 
wife Manidipa and his two children, Babai 
and Tinni. Manidipa has no regrets. Only a 
sad story to tell: "We were denied a 
home, constantly harassed and persecuted 
by the police. No one was even ready to 
give us a Oat fearing this would bring in the 
police. Along with Babai and little Tinni, I 
had to run from pillar to post for help. I 
have even had to stay on r^way platforms 
along with the kids. After that I got shelter 
in the SOS village at Salt Lake. After much 
persuasion, the Left Front government 
allotted a one-room flat for us. For the last 
seven years, I had to be prepared for the 
worst. Transfer h'om one jail to another, 
fallout of hungerstrikes, his collapsing 
health. The government’s apathy only har¬ 
dened my zeal to survive. I had to. orga- 
rase my hvelihood and the means to edu¬ 
cate my children. At the same time, I had 
to be in touch with sympathisers and 
media people to exp^te his release. It 
was a struggle against vengeance and 
apathy. So when he was released, I stud it 
was my victory,” says Manidipa. 

Azizul Haque has the last word: “It was 
she who really fought the battle. What 
have I done? Just some years in prison 
whidi satisfies my ego." Definitely there is 
much more in revolution than mere ego 
satiafectkxL ■ 









11th OMtUon: What was uniqua about 
the man’s singlaa aami>(lnailata at 
Wtmbladon last yaar? (Radhakanta Hota, 
At'Hatapoda, P.O. Titilagarh, DIst. Bolan* 
gir 767033, Orissa). 

An»: Landl was looking for a first, 

Edbarg for a aaeond, Backar for a third and McEnroa 
for a fourth titia. 


E htesham Anjum, Calcutta 
16, writes atMut an in¬ 
teresting stamp. 

"George V was King of 
Great Britain for 25 years 
(1910-1936). The people in 
many countries celebrated 
this silver ]ubliee. On the 
occasion a stamp was 
issued in Canada showing 
the king's grand-daughter, 
Princess Elizabeth (late Eli¬ 
zabeth II). When the stamp 
was being printed the prin¬ 
ters made a small mistake. 
What was the mistake? 

" Well,every 21 st stamp on 
a sheet of 100 stamps 
showed a tiny coloured mark 
under the eye of the Prin¬ 
cess. There were only about 
8000 of these stamps 
printed The stamp became 
known as the “Weeping 
Princess" because the mark 
looked exactly like a tiny 
tear." 

Sk Kapur Ahmed, Calcutta 
14, tells us about the 
aquathlon. 

"'Aqua' IS the Latin word 
for water and 'athlon' means 
wrestling. So aquathlon 
means underwater wrestling. 
This sport originated in the 
Soviet Union and is very 
popular there. In this sport 


there is water instead of a 
mat and the ring Is marked 
by coloured ropes. At a sig¬ 
nal from the referee, the 
competitors dive to the bot¬ 
tom of the pool, and an 
aquathlon match begins. 

The aim is to tear off the red 
band from the opponent's 
flippers in the shortest possi¬ 
ble time. Aquathlon fans feel 
that this sport will become 
just as popular in many 
countries as undenvater cy¬ 
cle racing or underwater 
hockey." 

A report from Sujoy Das, 

I.B. Lai and R.K. Pramanic, 
Chandrapura: 

"Chandrapura, a small 
town in Girldih district of 
Bihar, is known only for its 
thermal power station, its 
greenery and its scenic 
beauty. Recently, it 
witnessed its first ever quiz 


contest—an inter-school 
competition organised and 
sponsored by the State Bank 
of India, Chandrapura. 

"The Chandrapura Club 
was brightly Illuminated for 
the finaim and even before 
the quiz started, the hall was 
packed to capacity. The race 
for top honours was between 
the teams of OeNobile and 
Kendriya Vkjyalaya but the 
all-girls team from DeNobile 
School eventually forged 
ahead to maintain its lead till 
the end. They were 
represented by Sumia 
Mukherjee and Kadhabl 
Sarkar. 

"This lively two-hour quiz 
was conducted by Mr 
Soumitra Majumdar. 

"One hopes that the State 
Bank of India will make this 
quiz an annual event, further 
extending It to the 
inter-college level.” 


Mahesh Agarwal writes 
from Tinsukia; 

"The fifth Indira Gandhi 
Memorial Tinsukia District 
Open Quiz Competition, 
organised by the Tinsukia 
Junior Chamber, was held at 
Durgabari Hall. Eighteen 
teams participated. The tro¬ 
phy was lifted by the well- 
known Goyal group, consist¬ 
ing of Anjani Goyal, Sashi 
Bhusan Goyal and Sonal 
Goyal, for the second con¬ 
secutive time. Second place 
went to Mitu Bhattacharjee 
and group while Farooq 
Alam and group manged to 
get the third spot. The quiz 
was conducted by J.C. San- 
jeev Goyal." 

Leo Rajesh Bachhawat re¬ 
ports on “Quiz Blitz 89” held 
at Vidya Mandir. 

“Eight teams partkxpated 
in this inter-school quiz com¬ 
petition. St Xavier's was the 
convincing winner but it 
was a see-saw battle for 
second place. The girls of La 
Martiniere beat Calcutta 
Boys' School and South 
Point in the tie-breaker. The 
team and audience were en¬ 
tertained to a special 'live' 
round. The quiz was smooth¬ 
ly conducted by Derek O' 
Brien on the cordless mike." 


QUESTIONS 


1. Television was Intro¬ 
duced in India on Septem¬ 
ber 15,1959. Who was the 
information and broadcast¬ 
ing minister then? (P 
Surendra, SIndri) 

2. Who was the first per¬ 
son to dimb the world’s 
three highest mountains. 
Mount Everest, K2 and 
Kanchenjunga? (Laktendu 
Pradhan, Jharsuguda 3) ' 

3. What is common to 
CKiirinal, Viminal, Es- 
quIHne, Caelian, Capito- 
line, Palatine and Aven- 
Une? (Manpl Kr. Singh, 
Sindri) 

4. Which sea had the 
ancient name "Erythraean 
Sea”? (Buddhadev Meher, 
Sambalpur) 

- 8 . Who founded the 


“Round Table" move¬ 
ment? (Ashok Kr Mohanty, 
Sambalpur 4) 

6. Who Is ttw first Russian 
to play in a foreign soccer 
league? (Sk. Abdur Rab, 
Burdwan) 

7. In Czechoslovakia, 
what are ‘Barrierless'? 
(Pankaj Jaipuriar, Ranchi) 

I. What or who was Ein- 
stien describing when he 
said1[it Is) an oval mass of 
bent space being thrown 
off tike electrons from 
swiftly rotating mithitowatts 
with aH the speed of an 
idiot”? (Sar^am Raj 
Sekhar,Quwahati7) 

9.1 was bom in Cape 
Elizabeth, Maine, on 
February t, 16^. In 19391 
made an unofficial Intelli¬ 
gence expedition for the 
American Navy. On 
September 11,1941,1 was 


promoted to Commander 
U.S.N.R. and put In charge 
of the Field Photography 
Branch, Peart Harbor. 
President Nixon presented 
me with the nation's high¬ 
est civilian honor, the Med¬ 
al of Freedom^on March 
31,1973.1 also received 
the American Film Irati- 
tute's first Life Achieve¬ 
ment Award. Who m I? 
(Pulakesh Mukherjee, Cal- 
cutta9) 

10. What is narcolepsy? 
pthello Mazoomdaar, 
alcuttaei) 
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president of its Calcutta ses¬ 
sion (1890). Among his social 
activities were the editorship 
of the Indian Mirror when it 
was the Brahmo Samaj’s 
organ, his cooperation in 
establishing and maintaining 
the Hindu Mahila Vidyalaya 
under Miss Ackroyd (later 
Mrs Beveridge) and his 
secretaryship of the Bethune 
College for several years. He 
advocated the sei^tion of 
executive and judicial func¬ 
tions, for whid) he drew wide 
admiration. He was in the pro¬ 
cess of studying the criticisms 
against his scheme and was 
preparing an elaborate reply 
when he died of an attack of 
apoplexy on October 16, 1896. 

Ihe sketch above shows his 
Krishnagar residence. 


Bom on March 13, 1844, 
noted lawyer and patriot, Man- 
omohan Ghosh was a native of 
Bairaldi in Vikrampur, Dhaka 
(now in Bangladesh), but later 
came to stay at Krishnagar in 
West Bengal. His father, Ram- 
lochan Ghosh, was a sulx)rdin- 
ate judge in Lord Auckland's 
time and also a friend of Raja 
Rammohun Roy. 

After studying {ex' some 
time at PresidetKy College, 
Manomohan accompanied 
Satyendranath Tagore to Eng¬ 
land to compete for the Civil 
Service. 

He foiled to pass the 
Civil Service and returned to 
India as a barrister. He had to 
strug^ for sometime to 
establish himself. But socm. 


his genius showed. A fomous 
case in which he defended the 
accused against the govern¬ 
ment and in which eminent 
Anglo-Indian barristers 
opposed him, helped him dis¬ 
play his great legal knowledge 
and powers of reasoning. He 
soon rose to the top of the 
profession. 

Manomohan inherited his 
father's reformed views and 
joitted the band of social refor¬ 
mers in Bengal. Devoted to 
true patriotism, his heart was 
with the poor and the oppres¬ 
sed. He was also very sym¬ 
pathetic to students and al¬ 
ways came to their aid 
wdienever they needed him. 
An earnest and active member 
of the National Congress, he 
was the reception committee 


































O ver the last few years the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India has 
evolved a highly simplistic (and 
often effective, one daresay) ruse to deal 
with player-related issues: unleash a cat 
among the pigeons. The latest esidence of 
this strategy is the choice of managers fur 
the national cricket team’s tour of New 
Zealand that opens later this week, the 
subsequent trip to Shanah for the Austra¬ 
lasia (^up and the tour of England. Mr 
A.W. Kanmadikar (the New Zealand- 
bound manager) and Mr Madhav Mantri 
(the England tour manager-designate) 
were both on thq disciplinary committee 
that was set up to sit in judgment on the 
national team players who defied the BCCI 
and went to the US and Canada to play 
unauthorised exhibition matches. 

No less significant is the BCCI’s choice 
of Bishan Singh Bedi as the touring 
team’s cricket manager. The post of crick¬ 
et manager is something new to Indian 
cricket, though Australia, England and 
Pakistan have successfully experimented 
with it. Bobby Simpson is widely credited 
with bringing Australian cricket out of a 
mire, culminating in Allan Border’s team 
winning the World Cup in India in 1987 and 
a historic Ashes series in England last 
year. Mickey Stewart has been less suc¬ 
cessful as England's cricket manager but 
he has retained his job because his team’s 
shortcomings lie elsewhere (a lack of 
genuine talent, for one). Intikhab Alam and 
Imran Khan have struck an ideal cricket 
manager-captain combination for Pakistan 
in recent years. The appointment of a 
regular cricket manager for the Indian 
team has, therefore, not come a day too 
early. 

Under normal cicumstances the BCCI’s 
preference for Bedi would scarcely have 
raised an eyebrow. After all Bedi’s cricket¬ 
ing credentials are impeccable: a career 
that straddled 67 Tests between 1966 and 
1979, 266 wickets from those Tests; over 
400 wickets in the Rartji Trophy cham¬ 
pionship at a scant cost of 15 runs apiece; 
more than 430 wickets in County cricket in 
Engird at a mere 20-odd runs apiece; 
captain of 4he Indian team on tours to 
Australia (1977-78), New Zealand (1975- 
76), the West Indies (1975-76) and Pakis¬ 
tan (1978-79 season). 

In his time, Bedi was by ftir the best 
left-arm spin bowler in the world. What 
more can anyone ask of a cricket manager? 
Why then should anyone cavil at his 
appointment? The reasons are non- 
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cricketing. 

Bishan Singh Bedi, once the stormy 
petrel of Indian cricket, is today an 'estab- 
bshment’ man. More pertinently, his stri¬ 
dent criticism of some of his erstwhile 
colleagues for their involvement in the 
‘rebel’ matches in North America has 
made him a rallying point for some of the 
more officious board officials. Through his 
syndicated fortnightly column Bedi lam¬ 
basted Kapil Dev and Company for their 
defiance of the BCCI’s order to return 
home immediately after the ill-starred tour 
of the West Indies last year. Never one to 
pull his punches, Bedi perhaps over¬ 
reacted and often ended up calling a spade 
a bloody shovel. The niceties and nuances 
of the English language have not always 
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Is the BCCI using 
newly-appointed cricket 
manager Bishan SinglT 
Bedi as a trojan horser 
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sceptical about the 
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Bedi with Anin Lai, one of the 
first ’vocal ones’ to be axed 
















Kaiunadikar; Whip-hand 

been Bedi's strong point and the choice of 
words he used to air his opposition to the 
players' rebellion was below the belt and 
intemperate What irked the players most 
was that the great man was himself a 
member of many moonlightmg expeditions 
by Indian teams after official tours abroad 
In an interview to Thf TEctoRAHH a day 
after he was appomted cricket manager, 
Bedi declared unambiguously that he 
would confine himself to solely cricketing 
matters “Any money problems of the 
players will have to be sorted out by them 
with the board My job is cncket nothing 
beyond,' he said \^ch is all very laud¬ 
able though there can be no getting away 
from the fact that he will be cncket- 
managuig some players whom he had not 
very long ago likened to prostitutes 








(ostensibly, for their bartering their BCCI- 
given modesty for a few dollars more in 
the US and Canada) Apart from the ob¬ 
vious bad taste of the simile, Kapil Dev 
was so nled by his former teammate’s 
syndicated taunts that he singled Bedi out 
for a special tongue lashmg at a post-West 
Indies tour press conference in New 
Delhi 

How will the two hit it off on the New 
Zealand tour’ Surely Bedi cannot straight¬ 
away hope to have the unreserved respect 
of senior members of the team like Kapil 
Not at least initially Not at least until Bedi 
works at it There will have to be a lot of 
'give' and less of 'lake' initially by Bedi 
because the players’ apprehensions about 
him cannot easily be wished away 

Bedi s appointment as cncket manager 
extends beyond the New Zealand tour and 
the Australasia Cup m Shaijah he keeps 
his job at least till the tour of England this 
summer 1 his makes it all the more impor¬ 
tant that he quickly wins the confidence of 
the team members 

We asked Test discard Arun Lai what 
he thought of Bedi being given the job of 
cncket supremo on the tour “You can 
appeal to Bishan’s sense of patnotism,’’ 
Lai Slid, ‘you can appeal to him as a 
fiiend a colleague, a teammate but you 
canno' appeal to his sense of reason (once 
he has made up his mind) ’’ Testimony to 
the great bowler’s exasperatingly mulish 
stances were provided by at least two 
other of his former colleagues who wished 
to remain anonymous If all this sounds too 
gloomy, Bedi himself provides hope for 
optimism “It IS a new challenge for me,” 
he said shortly after his appointment, "and 
there is nothing that I love more than a 
challenge ” How he intends to tackle the 
challenge should be known over the next 
few weeks 

W hat are the qualities that make for a 
good cricket manager, we asked 
Gavaskar “I suppose the definition of a 
good cncket manager vanes from person 
to person but I think someone like Ashok 
/Mankad would be an ideal choice He has a 
' very shrewd cncketing brain, he has the 
ability to get along with a wide vanety of 
people and is therefore widely acceptable 
He has been reasonably non-controversial 
and should therefore be acceptable to both 
the players and the board Yes, the more 
I thmk about it, the more I am convinced 
that Ashok Mankad is the nght man for the 
job 

“It is not that I think Bishan is going to 
be a failure, I only hope that his being 
made the cncket manager is on grounds of 
his undeniably great cncketing expenence 
and not merely because he took a pro- 
BCCI and anti-player stand on the issue of 
exhibition mattes m North America after 


the West Indies tour last year,” Gavaskar 
said 

Among the managers he toured with 
Gavaskar nominated Polly Umngar and 
Chandu Borde as ideal choices. “Polly 
mixed the right amount of theory with his 
pep talk to the boys. And we all really 

looked up to him because when he came 
abng he still was the one who had scored 
the most number of Test runs for India, 
scored the highest number of Test centur¬ 
ies and things like that With the result 
everyone really looked up to him Some¬ 
one like Hanumant Singh had his limita¬ 
tions because though he was undoubtedly 
a very talented player m his day, he did not 
quite have the career figures to back up 
Also, he often tended to be too drawing 
board-ish This has its drawbacks Polly 
Umngar, without hesitation, was the best 
manager who I toured with,” Gavaskar 
said 

In a sense the formal creation of the 



Mantri: The lesser villain? 

post of cncket manager is merely notional 
Indian cncket teams have uivanably been 
managed by ex Test cncketers of con¬ 
siderable repute The odd exceptions like 
Raj Smgh Dungarpur, P R Mansingh and 
Wing Commander S A K Durrani not¬ 
withstanding, the ‘administrative’ manager 
was always someone who was part of the 
tounng party’s think-tank and who had a 
major $ay in selection of playing XIs 
By bifurcatmg managerial functions for 
mally it appears that Uk unqualified mana¬ 
ger will perform the functions traditional 
‘second officials’ on tounng teams did 
The 'ciKket manager’ will do all the things 
the manager of old did without worrying 
about baggage tags, finances, hotel book- 
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ficatkm for dunmmg sonwone uce 
Kiishnatnachah Siikkanth who juit 
barely a 100 days earGer Mr Dujogar- 
pur had hailed as a tremendous modvi* 
tor of men while making him the Indian 
captain. Poor Azhar has w3y-nilly pro* 
vided the shoulder from wl^ ' the 
board is sniping at his colleagues. 

The chopping and changing this 
selection panel has indulged in has 
been arbitr^. Motunder Amamath 
saves an Asia Cvp match for India one 
day and another day he is tdd he is not 
go^ enough (o play Test crkket. You : 
drop Mohinder saying he is 40-piu8 and 
therefore too old to be play^ interna¬ 
tional cricket and then caO him back for 
two one-day cricket tournaments. 

You take a young 'un like Venkatar- 
amana to the West Indies because the 
manager happens to be fr'om the same 
state and trade (off spinning) and then 
dump him without assessing how and 
how much he bowled. Yet, the same 
Venkataramana is good enough to go to 
New Zealand when the manager this 
time is a left-arm sim bowler and not 
fr’om the same state! 

DiUp Vengsarkar opts out of a tour, 
stakes his claim for a return with runs 
by the truckload in domestic cricket 
and yet Mr Dungarpur and Co. have to 
be looking to the 1990s and therefore, 
beyond Vengsarkar? In the same vein 
it may not be a bad idea to have a new 
selection committee, infusing young 
blood with an eye on the 199(^ 

We sure can do without a selection 
pane) that is headed by someone who 
describes a man (Raman Lamba, in ycHi 
are wondering who) he selected as 
Someone who gives "Charlie Chapin- 
like catches." 

We can do without a diairman who 
thinks it is uproarimisly humorous to 
counter a question about Chetan Slar- 
ma’s non-inclusion with a "Chetan 
vrtio?" 

Equally accountable for quixotic 
chops and changes are Akash Lai and 
the weak and silent ones, G.R. Vish- 
wanath, Ramesh Saxena and Naren 
Tamhane. 

Vishwanath is particularly culpable 
because, apart from possessing the 
highest cre^ntials as a former interna¬ 
tional player, he himself was not very 
long ago the victim oi a capricious 
swing of a selectorial axe. 

T he nucleus of the New Zealand-bound 
team comprises players who were 
damned by the disdpliiiary committee (and 
subsequently reinstated after the ban was 
challenged m the Supreme Court) 
last year. Mr Kaiunadikar is 

an ex-secretary of the BCCI and Mr Man- 





A s national cricket selection com¬ 
mittee chairmen go. there prob¬ 
ably has never been one as articulate 
as Raj Singh Dungarpur. His pro¬ 
nouncements on matters cricketuig 
ndien he was earlier manager of tour¬ 
ing Indian teams were consi¬ 

dered weighty. He was widely credited 
with possessing that somewhat unde- 
fineable thing called "a shrewd cricket¬ 
ing brain." This would not have been 
entirely surprising had he the weight of 
a reasonal^ degree ai International 
cricket or even a good deal first class 
cricket behind him. Yet, it sufficed to 
put him on many a television and radio 
expert panel. 

If his 'elevation' first as Central 
Zone’s representative on the national 
selection panel and subsequent 
appointment as chairman of the group, 
did not surprise many it was b^use 
the press and public saw him as some¬ 
one who knew his cricketing onions. 

Today this scion of the former 
princely satrapy of Dungarpur is the 
one stopping ^ the bullets. And, one 
may a^, deservedly so. Mr Dungar- 
pur’s eiKlusive position is the focal 
point of the collective whims ("collec¬ 
tive wisdom”, he calls it) of the com¬ 
mittee. 

The Five Wise Men of Indian cricket 
have to be put in the dodt for their 
inconsistency. There can be no justi- 


ing, etc. 'ilie new arrangement ensures 
that the relatively less powerful BCCI- 
affiliates will have fewer opportunities to 
put their oftkiais on touring teams as the 
'second official'. The non-cncket manager 
wifi, after all, have to be a ‘heavyweight’ 
like Mr A.W. Kanmadikar hereafter. 


tn, apart from representing India in four 
Tests between 1951 and 1954, has held 
vanous administrative posts m the Bom¬ 
bay Cncket Association and the BCCI. On 
paper, therefore, their credentials are not 
easily quibbled with. What is, however, 
debatable is the BCCI’s motives in 
appointing two men who the players could 
justifiably perceive as ringmasters. 

Both Mr Kanmadikar and Mr Mantri 
freely cracked the whip at the disciplinary 
committee meetings; it is only the feroaty 
with which they did so that varied. Of the 
two, Mr Mantri reportedly preferred a 
softer line but this scarcely make him 
very much less of a ‘viBain’ in the players’ 
collective eyes. Surely, the BCCI could 
have displayed a lot more sensitivity by 
appointing a more acceptable duo for the 
team managership. 

One of the swiftest critics of the 
appointments of Mr Kanmadikar and Mr 
Mantri has been Sunil Gavaskar. "The 
board has wasted an excellent opportunity 
to build bridges and clear suspicions m 
layers’ minds that it is not out to make life 
difficult for them,” Gavaskar told this wri¬ 
ter in Calcutta last fortniidtt. The Little 
Master (somehow, it is still difficult to 
refer to him as the ex-Little Master) parti¬ 
cularly had misgivings about Mr Kanmdi- 
kar, whose track record as a social embar¬ 
rassment is very impressive. 'This former 
Indore-based judge is not particularly dis¬ 
creet once he has downed a peg or two at 
social gatherings and this is something any 
touring team can do without Add to this is 
his recent role in trymg to wield the big 
stick and you realise inayer apprehensions 
about their new manager are anything but 
baseless. 

It is a sad day for Indian cricket when 
team managers, cricketing and non- 
cridteting, serve as frojan horses. 
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I ndia's recent tour to Pakistan will rank 
as one of the most significant. And not 
just because Srikkan^’s men returned 
unscathed in the Tests. It will be remem¬ 
bered as the series which saw Sanjay 
Manjrekar blossom into a truly world class 
bat and Sachin Tendulkar explode on the 
international stage. The series also wit¬ 
nessed the rediscovery of Manoj Prabha- 
kar and when, at the fag end of the tour, 
Vivek Razdan came up with a heart¬ 
warming performance, India’s cup truly 
overflowed with joy. 

What is notable is that all these players 
are young—precocious Tendulkar, ui fact, 
isn’t yet 17. And they’ve given a fresh, 
appealing dimension to Indian cncket. We 
could club Mohammed Azharuddin and 
Navjyot Sidhu, both of whom are 26 and 
also acquitted themselves well, m this 
category. The youthful edge should cut 
into any opposition. 

True, Azhar announced his arrival ma¬ 
jestically in 1984-85 and Narendra Hirwa- 
ni’s legspin mesmerised just about every¬ 
one in 1987-88, but they were sofitary 
flag-bearers, holding out plenty of prom¬ 
ise. It’s different now with a clutch of 
youngsters forming the nucleus of the 
? team. 

^ India lost both the one-day tournaments 

f which set this season rolling, but the 
gutsy, talented young brigade (with apolo- 
c gies to the evergreen and brilliant Kapil 
■g Dev) quickly changed the face of our 
u cricket. There was disappointment again, 
|. in the one-day series, but it doesn't eat 
f into the Test showings in Pakistan. 
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Tendulkar; Wise head on teenage shoulders 


Mctnjrekar M had played just five 
I ests when he was jjicked for the tour 
Prabhakar boasted only two lest caps 
Neither 1 endulkar nor Kazdan had made 
their debuts Yet their achievements in 
recent weeks do the vastly mote expert 
enced proud 

I et s just glance at their feats the 
unassuming Manjrekar emerged the high 
esi rungettei on eithei side with 569 runs 
of high pedigree lenduikat the youngest 
Indian (and the third youngest ever in 
history) averaged ovet 15 Prabhakar 
swung out 16 b itsmen (only Wasim Akram 
got more wickets) and Ka/dan toppc'd the 
bowling averages with six for 141 Kaz 
dans 28 20 jier wicket was bettei than 
Akiams 10 61 (A/har and Sidhu totalled 
112 and 2(a9 nins respectively) 

1 ill I eeentiv one looke d to Ciavaskar for 
solidity for propping up a largely inconsis 
tent lineup Now one awaits the highly 
leassuiing prese“n(e of Manjrekar Not 
overawed by the Manjrekai Itgacy the 
llombav based voungstei injects a heavy 
dose of Chirac ter into the Indian essiv 
And of course gieat class Cleaily 
the bloixlliiie comes through crystal clear 
in Manjiekai s technicjiie and tempeia 
ment 

I ew b.itsmen have had eneoniums sho 
wued from the very lx*ginning Manjrekar 
IS c>ne of them Be it Viv Richards Imran 
or his idol Ciavaskar a river of praise has 
flowed from each In the Windies last 
spring and then in Pakistan 

T endulkar the youngest Indian to score 
a first class hundred (vs Gujarat on 
debut last season) is also a batsman 
extraordinai y I hough he was being hailed 
as a prcxligy for a couple of years now— 
thanks to the records he smashed at the 
junior and sub junior levels—some felt 
that he would, perhaps, be out of depth in 
Tests But Tendulkar sent the doubting 
Thomases scurrying for cover by etching 


mature performances ‘He’s brilliant and 
has the brain of a JO year old," gushed 
skipper Srikkanth lendulkar’s impish 
smile conceals a steely resolve 
Like Manjrekar, 1 endulkar has been 
universally lauded ‘Can’t imagine a 16 
year old playing such extravagant shots 
lemarked Miandad And Miandad is 
eminently qualified to comment Indeed 
1 endulkar haS given the batting plenty of 
dash though one wishes he would elimin 
ate the occasional imjietuosity 

Both Manjrekar and Tendulkar have 
imparted a classical touch to the cricketing 
canvas And it comes as no surprise that 
1 endulkar fan clubs are sprouting,a throw 
back to the seasons when Ciavaskar and 
Vishwanath held centrestage 

Piabhakar's performance and, to an 
extent Kazdan s have also been ini 
mensely encouraging Kapil isnt getting 
any younger and has to be nursed as he 
moves closer to the 400 wickets mark 
(He IS at the moment 41 shy) Prabhakar 
convincingly showed that he could take 
much of the burden off Kapil 

I he soft spoken Prabhakar made his 
debut in 1984 85 against Gower’s outfit, 
but was then repeatedly overlooked for 
the 1 est XI despite emphatic showings on 
the domestic circuit And on the 1986 
tom to England, when the opjxirtunity 
Razdan; Coming up fast 



arose to field him, the tour selection 
committee summoned a surprised Madan- 
lal, who was busy fulfilling league commit¬ 
ments It took Prabhakar quite some time 
to forget that humiliation 
However, aU that is distant history 
Durmg the Pakistan tour, Prabhakar had 
giants like Miandad and Salim Malik grop¬ 
ing umpteen times Not to speak of the 
Rameezs and Shoaibs 
’’Prabhakar's contnbution has been no 
less significant than Manjitkar’s, ” said 
Imran Snkkanth concurred, pointing out, 
‘They’ve been the Men of the Senes (in 
Pakistan) for us ’ 

Prabhakar has grown in confidence and 
his new found aggression makes him both 
a shock as well as stcxrk bowler He’ll 
relish conditions in New Zealand and 
England, where India s next two Test 
I series are to be played 

O n chief selector Kaj Singh’s own 
admission 20 year old Kazdan made 
It to the squad solely on the strength of 
Dennis 1 illee s recommendations It had 
to be just that, for Kazdan s first class 
debut was m the trial game before the 16 
were chosen When he earned his first 
lest cap in Faisalabad he had the expen 
ence of only two first class games And it 
showed, as he turned in a listless, erratic 
perfonnance 

Kazdan was dumjied for the next Test 
but a verdant top at Sialkot meant that 
India would, out of necessity, had to field 
three mediumpacers Kapil and Prabhakar 
were obvious choices Razdan pipped Salil 
Ankola T he rest, as they say, is history 
Well, if not that dramatic at least what 
happened was memorable Ihe MRF 
trainee fired out five batsmen and returned 
impressive figures of 5 for 79 
In just a few overs, Kazdan erased 
memones of a disappointing debut and 
gave well wisheis plenty to cheer It’s 
certam that he II not run mto a green top 
every tune, but he's shown he s willing to 
learn and this should take hun far 
It comes as no surpnse that Kazdan’s 
idol IS Kapil The tune has come for the 
gum to teach the many tricks of the trade 
that he has mastered to the chela 
What IS esjjecially hearterang is that m 
addition to the established youngsters, 

X theie are other young players who ooze 
i talent and potential Among others, Cal- 
^ cutta's Snehasish Ganguly is a fine battmg 
I prospect. Delhi’s AtuI Wasson is a promts- 
mg mediumpacer, Andhra's Venkatapathy 
Raju IS a highly rated left-arm spnuier and 
among the 'keepers, there’s Mohan Cha- 
turvedi, considered “9 hundred per cent 
natural” by, yes, Wasun Ban 
The mo^ can only be upbeat when the 
future promises so much The maulmg m 
the Wuidies is a ttung of the past Drawing 
mspiration from the Test senes in Pakis¬ 
tan one looks ahead perkily ■ 


A visitor to Kqasthan would hardly 
rate the village of Mahlan high on his 
tour Itinerary Even the weathered 
signboard on the Jaipur Ajmer highway 
annouming the village is totally nondes- 
tnpt And yet, Mahlan is famous all over 
the world for its intncately patterned 
glared pottery 

A few hdvebs in various stages of rum 
dot the otherwise sleepy hamlet These, 
however, belie the buzz of activity withm 
Master craftsmen, absorbed in creatmg, 
to pamstakmg perfection, exquisite glazed 
pottery are a tommon sight Almost every 
member of the household is mvolved m 
some stage of production lljere are 
certam definite steps mvolved the mam 
mgredients, plaster of pans, silicon pow¬ 
der and gum are mixed and a little water is 
added to form a dough 1 his dough is then 
transferred to the mould or the potters’ 
wheel depending on what the ultunate 
prcxluct will be Once the basic form is 
achieved, the kutcha pottery is put out m 
the sun to dry "Our usual season is from 
September to the middle of June”, says 
Kajni, an apprentice worker, “We get 
almost unmterrupted sunshme then,” she 
explains 

Once the drymg is complete, the next 
stage IS gnndmg This is done manually, 
employmg vanous grades of sandpaper 
'Fhe process calls for considerable skill, as 
the smoothness of the sunace largely 
affects the quality of the glaze and final 
appearance 

The artist’s creative instmcts find total 
expression once they start outlinmg mtn- 
cate patterns on the piece of pottery The 
designs are then pamted usmg home-made 
colours The most fiopular motifs are floral 
patterns, although mythological and histor¬ 
ic scenes frequently appear 
Once the designs are pamted on, the 
pottery is finally ready for bakmg The kiln 
IS fir^ once a week or more orten 
dependmg on the quantity produced One 
batch takes about six to eight hours to be 
declared ready Even after the bakmg, the 
pottery has to be tempered It is taken out 
of the furnace and cooled for a day or two 
before bemg mspected for cracks and 
chipped edges The perfect ones are then 
packed and sent to shops and empona 
firom where they find theu" way to elegant 
coffee tables the world over. ■ 


^rhc deiiizens of Mahlan in 
_Rajfisthan specialise in 

creating intricate glazed 
pottery. A look at their 

painstaking work 

Text and photographs: Samir Sinha 

















O nce upon a time going to the movies 
was fun One slipped out for a 
secret rendezvous, current girl 
friend in tow, to gaze starry eyed at the 
timeless Kichard Burton-Elizabeth laylor 
magic I hose were the days when Marlon 
Brando and Michael Came and Anthony 
Quinn dominated the silver screen and 
Metro Lighthouse, Llite and (ilobe were 
the Mecca of cinema enthusiasts 
But with 1984 everything changed 
I he rigid trade licence system for foreign 
feature film imports was relaxed allowing 
non resident Indians to dabble in the 
trade 

One of the first film distribution com 
panies to take advantage of the change 
was the Calcutta based (loodwin Pictuies 
A( ting on a tip off it promptly bought a 
half whitewashed print of a C grade shark 
film whu h had been lying urn laimed with 
the Customs department and had Ix-tn put 
up for auction I he film Imtoierra which 
was later blown up from Ibmm to Ifimm 
ran at Me tro to p.icked houses for almost 
four months Spuired on by its success 
more indc pendent Hindi and Bengali film 
disiributois entered this lucrative busi 
lU ss 

Contact was established with the film 
pioduction companies abroad Organisa 
tions like Orion New World Golden 
Harvest touchstone and l,add found new 
o|x*nings in India In fact some distribu 
tors even visited film markets set up at 
vaiious international film festivals to buy 
prints I he initial crop was impressive 
We met John Rambo and Brcxikc Shields 
And then came the /ost Fmpiit“< the 
s/iaoAn Ikothcrs and othei soft pom 
masquelading as art films 
Karate films proved surefire hits as did 
comedies But the real winners were 
thi liters with liberal spnnklings of sex and 


art pom These films—Oespa/r, Sabma, 
Angi Vera, Texas Detour, and^orchy— 
were first imported by NFDC and re 
ceived a tremendous boost 
What followed was another pack of 
misfits—Afof Now Darling, The Seven 
Deadly Sms, Triple Cross, Hopscotch and 
No 1 of the Secret Service A new set of 
moviegoers, fascinated by the sex and 
violence mix was born 


T hose who suffered most were the 
American film distributing houses 
K D Bansal, a prominent Bengali film 
distnbutor, bought The Wild Beasts (a 
jungle fantasy for adults that puts Kipling 
to shame) and released it at New Empire 
While jamuna continued to be the mam 
outlet for NFDC imports, other distnbu- 
tors negotiated with vanous cinema halls 
and soon Elite was playmg Supergirl, 
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Sigbtnare on Elm Street and Omar Muk- 
tar in rapid succession Film enthusiasts 
remained content with the quakty of im¬ 
ports until Elite screened Rottweilier The 
censors had hacked most of the violence, 
gore and sex from the film To make up 
lost ground the distributors added pom 
footage at opportune moments m the 
print It woriced Nobody noticed the 
colour change and theme deviation Other 


distnbutors gamed courage, and soon, 
adding clippings became a must m every 
other imported film 
That this trend still contmues is obvious 
from two films released recently m Calcut¬ 
ta In Casanova 70 Marcello Mastroianni 
m one scene is seen playmg the Peeping 
lorn A cut follows, and the audience is 
treated to an undressmg scene featunng 
Ursula Andress The clipping was directly 
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lifted from Sovexport's Meiaco in Flames' 
In Loving in the Ram, footage from the 
tomd bed-scene m An Officer and a 
(lentleman, stamng Richard Gere and 
Debra Wmger, was added 

I he publicity officer of 20th Century 
Fox (distnbutors of An Officer ) has httle 
to say He explams that often footage gets 
stolen from the projection rooms or while 
being transported "At times we are 
informed but little can be done to salvage 
the situation because our bosses in Bom 
bay hate getting into legal battles," he 
says 

How do these films reach the projector 
rtKims in cinema halls’ Ihrough the NRI 
Act dozens of films are imported every 
year and are picked up by distnbutors on 
the southern and western circuits Maga¬ 
zines like the All India Film Trade Guide 
carry advertisenTents of these films Then, 
an interested party contacts the person 
who has imported the pnnt Pnees range 
from Rs 2 lakhs to Rs 15 lakhs After 



7Ae Girl and her man 

negotiations pholosets posters and slides 
have to be organised pushing back the 
release schedule intemiinably Complica 
tions multiply as the imjxirter in his urge 
to make a quuk buck divides the country 
into umpteen zones, appointing distnbu 
tors in each zone and feeding them with 
several dupe pnnts 
Raghu Pilms was supposed to release 
Cold Sweat a film featunng Charles Bron 
son, in the third week of Decembei, at 
'liger Around the middle of the month, 
one found posters of Death Wish on 
display at the hall Unly the logo of the film 
was covered by a sticker on which some¬ 
one had casually painted Cold Sweat At 
the time of gong to press the film was still 
to be released 








T he extent to which corruption has 
spread in the foreign film trade is 
alarming I wo recent releases speak 
volumes A Ijle of Love has only one 
intimate sequence which has been 
tilmed in giaphii detail Ihe distributors 
divided the scene into four segments and 
added it at opportune moments to the film 
Moments TTie same thmg has been done 
in On the Lme Cut portions were also 
added liberally to films like S/iang/w; Sw 
pnsi Hik /,ipptr l)eli\en Buv'> Fhi 
(i/r/and (ijidin ot I den However such 
cut and add jobs do at times lead to 
picjuant situations koi instance 10 to 
Midnight has a strange scene As the film 
lolls on to the climax the hero enters a 
hotel Kxim with a hooker Ihe lady does 
not undress befoie going to the toilet 


I before 


the 


I 






Something for The Officer with a Rose 
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A still from The Messenger 


Suddenly the scene gets repeated with the 
lady stripping while facing the camera 
What can be done to stop this rampant 
cut and slip m job in features^ Ihe mana 
ger ol a prestigious movie theatre in 
Calcutta who prefers anonvmitv claims 
that It IS not possible to get exact details 
about the additional fcxitage problem 
However he says that once an o|)erator 
from the projection room had informed him 
about an addition m a film He instantly 
stopped all lurther screenings of the film 
1 hat is the most we can do But come to 
think of It don t you feel helpless when the 
distributors say We are paying you the 
rent so what is your problem'* 

And what do distributors have to say on 
then part'* Robin Bhattacharjee of Jamna 
Movies, an independent distributoi feels 
that businessmen out to devalue the artis 
tic puipose of cinema have zoomed in on 
this profitable line Without any know 
ledge, they seek to further demoralise the 
meaning of entertainment, he laments 
1 hev take the life out of those reels He 
suggests the setting up of an mdejiendent 
body to enforce disciplmary action against 
these ‘cut and inserf artists 
Bhattacharjee s resolution notwith¬ 
standing, there is no doubt that the age of 
goexi cinema and an appreciative audience 
IS dead What have come to stay are the 
sex-and-violence hits—the lure of big, 
easy money obviously rules the rcxist ■ 





BEAM OF HOPE 


A n international conference on 
laser medical applications was 
recently held in Tashkent in the 
Soviet Union It was the first confer 
ence which ments being called “uni¬ 
fying" Earlier, such get togethers 
gathered only about five physicists 
and 95 physicians, in comparison with 
this conference’s roughly equal repre¬ 
sentation 

A total of 500 scientists, 70 of them 
foreign, attended it Many Western 
companies showed ultramodern un 
Its Soviet lasers were also on dis 
play The Erbium laser, tested with 
success in two West German dimes, 
drew special attention. It was named 
among the best exhibits 


Lasers are homing 


Scientists across the world are 
working with a new generation of 
lasers Two User types exist—con 
tinuous and pulsed Until now doctors 
used mostly the former which affect 
the diseased organ with constant 
mtensity throughout the session 
rheir drawbacks are that they dam 
age a large area and leave side 
effects Pulsed lasers with wave 
guides to lake radiation portions to 
the diseased organ are finduig theu- 
way into medicme 

Earlier havmg mostly therapeutic 
applications, lasers are invading com 
plex surgery—weldmg of blood ves 
sels and removal of diseased tissues, 
tumors and biliary and renal calculi 

Recently, a umque non-surgical 
method of treatmg astenosclerosis 
has been develop^ the laser des¬ 
troys blood clots in vessels It has 
cured 20 patients at the Vishnevski 
InsUtute The eye microsurgery in¬ 
stitution has pioneered ideal laser 
keratomy for eyesight correction 
Surgeons with lasers can restore 
eyesight in nearly hopeless cases of 
short and Ur si^tedness 


New soUd'State lasers hold much promise for medicine. Their beam is well 
absorbed by tissues and makes an excellent scalpel 


Vitall Konov 
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All Inlomiitlon givtn 
on those pegts Is eccu- 
rite si ths Urns ol 
going to gross. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


lliiull h ilins 


• Aag Ka Gola: Opera (Lenin 
Sarani, 281849), Lotus (S N 
Banenee Road, 242664), Naaz 
(Lower Chitpur Road, 27727J), 
Liberty (Chittaranjan Avenue, 
553046), Uttara (Bidhan Sarani, 
552200), Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, 150680), Indira (India Roy 
Road, 471757) 

Directed by David Dhawan and 
with music by Bappi Lahin, the 
film stars Sunny Deol, Dimple 
Kapadia, Shakti Kapoor, Raza 
Murad and Prem Chopra 

• Bhrashtachar: Orient (Ben 
tinck Street, 281917)—4 shows 

A film by Ramesh Sippy, star 
rmg Rekha and Mithun Chakrabor 
ty The music is by Laxmikant 
l^arelal 

• Chandnl: Paradise (Bentmck 
Street, 285442) 11,2 15, 5 30, 
8 45 

A film by Yash Chopra, starring 
Rishi Kapoor, Vuiod Khanna and 
Sndevi The music by Shiv Han 

• Ghar Ka Chlraag: New Cine 
ma (l,enin Sarani, 270147), Sree 
(Bidhan Sarani, 551515), Kalika 
(Sadananda Road, 478141)—4 
shows 

Rajesh Khanna, Chunkey Pan 
day and Neelam are in the lead in 
this film, directed by Sikander 
Bharti The music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

• Jurrat: Hmd (Ganesh Chandra 
Avenue. 272473), Prabhat (Chit 
taranjan Avenue. 390762). Basus 
rec (S P Mukherjee Road 
478808), Bina (Bidhan Sarani 
390190) Pumasree (R^ja Raj Kis 
sen Street 554041) 

Shatrughan Sinha, Kumar 
Gaurav and Amala play the lead 
The film is directed by David 
Dhawan and the music is by R D 
Bumian 

• Jawani 16 Saal Ki (A): Socie 
ty (Corporation Place 241002)—4 
shows 

Directed by Jaya Dewan the 
film stars Uma Maheshwan, Jaya 
Lalitha and Raj 1ilak 

• Main Azaad Hoon: Majestic 
(Rail Ahmed Kidwai Road, 
242266)—4 shows 

Amitabh Bachchan and Shabana 
Azmi are the lead pau' in this film, 
directed by Tmnu Anand and music 
by Amar Utpal 

• Maine Pyar Kiya; Elite (S N 
Banerjee Road, 241383)—4 

an Khan and Bhagyashree 
ale the lead pau* in this film. 


SUN M yON IS TUI S IT. Wf:D I ’ THUHS l‘i I Ml |m SAT ,>ij 



Shabana Azmi and Amitabh Bachchan in Main Azaatf Hooa 



Hlsako Kato and Mithun Cbakraborty in Swarna THsba 


(hrected by Sooraj R Baijatiya 
The music is by Raam Laxman 
• Souten KI Beti: Roxy (Chowr- 
inghee Place, 284138), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani, 551133), Moon 
bghl (T C Dutta Street, 250437), 
Malancha (Regent Park) 
Jeetendra, Rekha and jaya Prada 
are the mam attractions m this 
film, directed by Saawan Kumar 
The music is by Vedpaal 


lUMigali Films 


• Karl Diye KInlam: Darpana 
(Bidhan Sarani, 558080)-1 30, 
4 30, 7 30. Puma (S P Mukherjee 
Road, 474567)—2, 5. 8 

Based on Rimal Mitra’s novel 
and (hrected by Biresh Chatteijee, 
the film stars Moushumi Chatter 
jee, Arjun Chakraborty, Kali 
Banerjee, Madhabi Mukheijee, 
Utpal Dutt, Haradhan Banerjee, 
Supnya Devi, Tapas Paul ami 
Apama Sen The music is by 
Swapan Chakmborty 

• Pranomi Tomaye: Minar 
(Bidhan Sarani, 552753), Bijoli 
(S P Mukheijee Road, 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road. 352740)—) shows 

A film by Prabhat Roy, starring 
Prasenjit, Arjun Chakraborty and 
debutante Reshma Smgh The 
music IS by Bappi Lahm 

• Swarna Trisha: Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani, 553413), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 359561), 






RE-SCHEPUUNQ OF FUQHTS 
PrinM htra it ttM nauUw indiwi AlrHntt tefitduit. 
Howtvtr, Indian Airlintt WM following a partial 
amargancy achadula whan wa want to piaaa. Paaaan- 
gara may contact 2M^, 2631M, 286Mi 282602, 
569433, 204433, 569611 (Ext 314) for aaalatanoa. 


Bharati (S.P. Mukhenee Road: 
474686)—1. 4, 7. 

Direct^ by Mangal Chakrabor- 
ty and with musk by Salil Chow- 
dhury. the film stars Mithun Chak- 
raborty and Japanese actress Hisa- 
ko Kato. 

• Qildl: Sree (BkDian Sarani: 
551515), Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 350680), Ujjala (Russa 
Road; 4786€6>—3 shows). 

Direct^ by Tony Junqa and 
with musk by Anna Malik, the film 
stars Biswitieet, Abhisek Chatter- 
jee, Kiran Junqa, Utpal Dutt and 
Om Puri. 


Spc(.-i;il Kvciils 


14-17 Jwiiury: 3 pm to 8 pm 

The 54th all-India annual fine 
arts exhibition, organised by 
Academy of Fine Arts. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

14 January: S pm 

Calcutta Malayalee Samajam’s 
38th anniversary celebration fea¬ 
tures a variety programme of folk 
dances, Mohini Attam and music. 

At Sri Sikshayatan Hall (11 Lord 
Sinha Road). 

14, IS January: 6 pm 

The penultimate and concluding 
eveniiiga of Thyagabrahim Utsa- 
vam (a programme of Carnatic 
vocal and instrumental musk by 
udding artistes), organised by Cal¬ 
cutta Tamil Sangham and Udayam. 

At Sankara Hall (93, Southern 
Avenue). 

14 January: 330 pm and 6.30 
pm 

Anamika Kala Sangam presents 
the Hindi play, Andha Yog, written 
and directed by Dharamvir Bharati 
and Satyadev Dubey, respectively. 
The cast includes Naseerude^ 
Shah, Amnsh Puri, Mohan Bhan- 
daii Sunila Pradhan and others. 

At Kab Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

16,17 and 20 January: 6 pm 

To mark Swami Vivekananda’s 
127th birth anniversary, the 
Ramakrishna Misaon Imthute of 
Cuhure and Devi Pratidhawani 
present a vocal recital by jasraj 
with Swapan Chaudhuri on the 
tabla on 16th; a Kathak redtal by 
Durgalal with Kishen Maharaj on 
the Ubia on 17th: and a sarod 
recital by Ah Akbar Khan with 
Knhen Maharaj on the tabla on 
20th. 

At Vivekananda HaB (Gol Park). 

18 January: 8 pm 

Rotary Chib cf Budge Budge 
presents a Kathak dance redtal by 
Amita DutL 

At G.D. Birla Safahagar (Queens 
Park). 

TRAVEL 



NOTE: All •rHtml end de¬ 


parture tlmaa arc for Cal¬ 
cutta. Elguraa In braokota 
denote dia daya, 1 being 
Monday. 


Intel ii.iliiin.il 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 

New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6); A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): AI-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Paris-London: 

Dep. (7): A1-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): A1-.309 at 
1915: Dep. (6): AI-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Aa. (7): A1-112/A!-’ 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Air. (7): AM62/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): AI-132/AI-1320 at 1340. 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta. Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4); SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1. 4); Ri-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4): Rj-181 at 0830. 
Belgrade-Calcutta-BeiJIng: 
Arr. (l):JU-492 at 095.5: Dep. (1): 
JU-492 at 1055. 

BeiJing-Calcutta-Belgrade: 

Arr. (1): JU-493 at 2325; Dep. (2); 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ413 at 1530; Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Caicutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): lC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Calctttta-Kathmandu; Dep. 
(1): RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (3); 
RA-214 at 1(»0, Dep. (5): RA-214 
at 1650, Dep. (2, 3, 4, 6, 7): 
IC-247 at 1740; Arr. (1): RA-213 
at 1150, Arr. (3): RA-213 at 0950, 
Air. (5): RA-213 at 1550, Arr. (2, 
3, 4, 6, 7); IC-248 at 1640. 
Oelbl-Calcntta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(4); IC-443 at 0830; Dep. (4); 
IC-443 at 0910. 

Dhnka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(4): IC-444 at 1110; Dep. (4): 
IC-444 at 1150. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily); 
BG-092 at 1200, Dep. (2. 3): 
BG-094 at 1730, Dep. (1. 4. 5. 6. 
7): BC-094 U 1900. Dep. (1, 2, 3. 
5. 6. 7): IC-223 at 1410, Dep. (4): 
iC-443 at 0910, Arr. (daily): BG- 
091 at 1115, Arr. (2. 3): BG-093 at 
1645. Arr. (1. 4. 5. 6. 7): BG-093 
at 1745, Arr. <1. 2, 3. 5, 6, 7): 


IC-224 at 1610. Arr. (4); IC-444 at 

1110. 

Caicutta-Chittagong: Dep. (2. 

5); BG-698 at 1245, Dep. (3, 6); 
lC-225 at 1445; Arr. (2, 5); BG- 
697 at 1145, Arr. (3. 6): IC-226 at 
1705. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2, 5); KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2. 5); KB-105at 
1330. 


DonKslii 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5); AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Oelhl: Dep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7): Al-1122at 
0330. 

fiMltan AMtrnaWmm 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700, IC-763 at 1340 and 
IC-402 at 1710; Arr. (daily): IC- 
401 at 1200. IC-764 at 1835 and 
IC-264 at 2210. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
IC-176 at 0900 and lC-273 at 1920: 
Arr. (daily): IC-175 at 0810 and 
lC-274 at 1830. 

Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (dahy); 
IC-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily): IC- 
766 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-771 at 0705; Air. (daily); 
IC-772 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 
2, 4, 7): IC-277at 1745; Arr. (1, 2. 

4, 7): IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Rancbi: Dep. (daily): 
IC-205 at 1330; Arr. (daily); IC- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7); IC-235 at 1130; 
Arr. (1. 3, 5, 7); IC-236 at 1630. 
Calcutta-Visag-Madras: Dep. 
(2, 3, 5, 7): lC-542 at 0655; Arr. 
(2, 3, 5. 7); IC-541 at 1225. 
Cateutta-Port BlaiR Dep. (2,4, 

6): IC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2, 4, 6); 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Varanasi- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4, 
6); IC-281 at 1700; Arr. (4, 6): 
IC-281 at 2045. 

Calcutta-Bhubanaswar: Dep. 
(1, 2, 4, 7): IC-288 at 1710; Arr. 
(1, 2, 4, 7): IC.270atl930. 
Calcutta-Bhnbanaawar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5, 6): IC-269 at 1710; Air. (3, 5, 
6): lC-270 at 1840. 


Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-703 at 0605 and IC-229 at 
1320: Arr. (daily): IC-704 at 0855 
and IC-2:k) at 1610. 
Calcutta-Guwabatl-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (1, 3. 5, 7): IC-219 at 0605 
and Dep. (2, 4, 6); IC-219 at 1110; 
Arr. (1. 3. 5, 7): IC-220 at 1045 
and Arr. (2, 4, 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Guwabatl'Tecpnr- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep. (1, 2. 4, 
6): IC-213 at 1210; Air. (1. 2. 4, 

6) : lC-213 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Taspur-Jorhat- 
Guwahati-Calcutta; Dep. (3, 5, 

7) : IC-213 at 1210; Air. (3, 5, 7): 
lC-213 at 1710. 

Calcutta-Imphal: Dep. (daily): 
IC-257 at 0620; Arr. (dahy): IC- 
258 at 0900. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh; Di^. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-201 at 1025; Air. (daily): 
IC-202 at 1245. 

Calcutla-Agnrtala-Silchar; 

Dep. (2. 4, 6); IC-237 at 0610; 
Arr. (2, 4. 6); IC-238 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Silchar: Dep. (daily): 
IC-255 at 0600; Air. (daily): IC- 
256 at 1010. 

SUcbar-Imphal-SIlchar: Dep. 
(daily): IC-259 at 0730; Arr. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-260 at 0900. 
CalcutU-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at 0605; Air. (daily): 
IC-222 at 0825. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-741 at 0945 and IC-743 at 
1300, Dep. (2. 4. 6): IC-243 at 
0610; Arr. (daily): IC-742 at 1205 
and IC-744 at 1520, Arr. (2, 4, 6); 
IC-244 at 1030. 

vrnjniAaoimmmmmm 

Caicutta-Shillong-Guwahatl- 
SUchar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily); PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Bchar: Dep. 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Art. 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Jorhat- 
LUabari-Dlbnigarb: Dep. (1, 
3. 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Air. 
(I, 3. 5, 7); PF-710f736 at 1^25. 
Caleatta-Imphnl-Dimnpnr: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2, 4, 6); PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Afartaln-Kamalpur- 
Kallaaliar-MOitala-Caleutla: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-729 at 0550; 
Air. (2, 4. 6); PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcntta-Jnmahedpnr: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): I1'-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
3, Sy. PF-718at0800. 
Calentta-Aiaitala: Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; Air. (1. 3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakutta-Aliawl-SllchaR Dqi. 
'daily): PF-705 at 1120; Air. (dai- 
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ly): PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcutta-Rourkela-RaBchl: 
Dep. (1, 3. 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Aa. (1, 3. 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta'Guwahati-Ulabarl- 


Ziro-Daparixo: Dep. <2. 4, 6): 
PF.721 at 0930; An. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

Dlbrugarh-Pasaighat-AloBg: 


Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Ait. (1. 3. 5): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calctttta'Jamshedpur-Pataa: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta'Dhanbad-Gaya* 

PalDa-Dhaabad-CalcHtta: 

Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-737 at 0600; 
Arr. (1,3,5): PF-738 at 1100. 


T rains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kaika Mail 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritsar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr>Cond. (New Dalhl) Ex- 

press via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep—Tues Thuis & Sat 

Arri — Wed Fri & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Patna 

Dep —Mon Wed . Fri 8 Sun 
Arri-Mon Tues Thurs A 
Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-30 

Raidhani Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs , Fri 

A Sun 

Arri —Tues Wed Thurs 

Sat A Sun 

11-00 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Himgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp. 

Tri-Wkly 

Dep —tues Fn A Sat 

Am—Tues Wed A Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep —Mon A Thurs 

Am—Thurs A Sun 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Dalhl Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Dalhl Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

Mithlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coattietd Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Assnsol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

635 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep- Wednesday 

Arri — Friday 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-06 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

Dep —Tues Thurs A Sal 

Am - Mon Thurs A Sal 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikelan Express 

15-45 

3016 

2159 

15-26 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Superlast Express 

Dep - Thurs, Sal A Sun 

Am—Tues Wed A Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues A Wed 

Am-Sat A Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) 

Bl wsskly Express 

Dep A Arr—Mon A Fii 

SeaUah 

7-30 

3328 

3143 

19-00 

Darjeeling Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

Jammu Tawi Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

BhagirathI (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5165 

12-40 

Chhapra Express Bi-Weekly 

4-30 

5186 


Dep S Am —Wed & Sun 


Oapartuta SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Airival 


Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Tima 

Dn 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mail 

6-30 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-10 

9 

6001 

2860 

13-25 

GItanJall (Bombay) Exprass 

14-15 

2859 

8034 

21-26 

Ahmedabad Express 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Exprass 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Exprses 

Dep —Tues 

Am —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-30 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hydarabad) Ex¬ 
prass 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Am - Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrsh- 
Trlvandrum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahatl Exprsaa 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Guwahatl Weakly Express 
(via Visakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakha¬ 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superlast Exprass 
(via Vlaakhapatnam A 
Madraa) 

Dep—Tues, Fri A Sun 

Am —Tues . Wed A Fri 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore Cltir 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tsr- 
minus Wsekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harteur Termlnus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES; For round tho clock Information of Eaatam 
Railway trains, plaasa dial 20384B-B4 for In-coming trabia; 
203536-44 for all* other informations. For Information 
about rasarvationa on Eastam and South Eaatam Railways 
trains, dial 203600 (from 0 am to 9 pm on waokdaya and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and gatottad holidayai. 









CIRCUS CATCH' Hcrt't • clrcui catch, for aura. Complate Ihia 
dot picture by drawing llnaa dot to dot, 1 to 3, 3, etc 


a WHAT HO' Twice EIGHT are ten ol us ; And TEN are 
only three ELEVEN are six ol us Whatever can we 
be’ Can you answer’ 

W <iau«i 01 sn ta/uO (sMuai mil iHOIS laoxKiie avi lo 'lOun i 



ANO THE MNO RIAVS ON 
A njbber band dangling from your 
first and aaoond lingara (Hlua A. 
above) may be Iransfened magi¬ 
cally to your third and fourth Ungers 
(and back again), step by aiap, aa 
shown 

(A) Rull band down aaraaa 
palm with fingar of other hand. 
(B) Ctoaa low lingara Into tho 
loop. 

(O St r a lght a n Angara; band 
t ra n a lara. 

(D) Extend rubbar band with 
thumb. 

(E) Cloaa lingara Into loop. 
B a l aa s a thumb. 

IF) Straighten Angara: band 
raluma to Arat two Angara. 



• mma uNfi tms ou 

possr sltwiys estohst 
•emsom. Will It «st«li 
you? Olvo It a try, than 
•prina It on a friand: 

A youns MapIo traa In 
Now England hM t? bran- ; 
ohaa, aaah having t1 | 
loavoa In May. H aaah 
branch doublaa Ha l aava a 
In a month, how many 
laavaa wW It have In Da- 


•MonanmaraMun iuouliwoMr* 



FUNSPOT 


HAV, HAY' Hay is for horses, nesting birds, etc Apply crayons or 
colored pencils neatly Code 1—Red 2—LI blue 3—Yellow <—Lt 
brown 5—Flesh 6—Lt green 7—Dk brown 8—Dk green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

PROLOGUE 


THEN score } points each for all 
words pi lour letters or more 
found amoftg the letters 

Try to score at least te paints 

ani& lOOd uieiSeua 
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RIES 

March 21—April 20 

The focus will be on 
home and property 
matters Partnerships contracts 
and collaborations cannot be 
ruled out Romance will thrfll the 
fancyfree and eligible Travel, 
with chances of immigration Is 
in the offing Health will require 
care so do not take any chances 
this week Domestic matters are 
highlighted and children and 
hobbles will keep you busy 
There are chances that you will 
embark on a new business 

AURUS 

April 21-May 20 
Matters pertaining to 
news, views mes 
sages and signing contracts will 
now be highlighted This Is the 
time to have a fling if your heart 
desires Buying selling invest¬ 
ments and collaborations cannot 
be ruled out Health will improve 
this week, so you can give in 
your best to the work at hand 
Home and children will demand 
attention A vocation could be¬ 
come a profession soon 




EMINI 


I"* 

■ W May 21 June 20 

* " Matters relating to 
J family friends, loans 
funds, renovation decoration al¬ 
teration buying and selling will 
gam prominence Romance and 
temporary flings will have you in 
their sway You will soon be 
opening a new branch or set up 
a parallel business You may be 
going on a short journey, so get 
ready to travel Health will cause 
concern but do not worry, every¬ 
thing will get sorted out within a 
week This is the time to step out 
in style 


ANGER 

Juiw 21—July 20 

The week will be 
memorable for public¬ 
ity contacts, happy tidings and 
socialising Destiny will h^p you 
get what you want Exp^ a 
stroke of luck towards the 
weekend Property matters will 
gain prominence Walt for a 
week before embarking on a 
journey Do not overeat or be 
over-sentimental Children arill 
now be the mainstay of your life 



EO 

July 21—AuguM 21 

Heavy expenses are 
foretold The week 
highlights matters pertaining to 
household items, consumer 
goods, machines and work The 
week will end on a happy note 
You will have a windfall soon 
Health safeguards are called for 
ae are regular checkups Im¬ 






migration, house moving or even 
a change in job are possible 
Children, hobbies socialising, 
fashion and decoration will take 
significance 

IRGO 

August 22—S«pl 22 
Pnends and relatives 
will stand by you 
Your efforts at work will not go 
unrecognised You will find true 
love but there will be opposition 
from several quarters Commis¬ 
sion and agency work will bnng 
money Health may cause con¬ 
cern This IS the time to spend 
time and money on renovation. 


on great 

rv 



decoration and alteration It 
would be best If you defer impor¬ 
tant work till the weekend 

IBRA 

Sapt22-C>ct22 

Both home and office 
affairs will demand a 
great deal of your time Howev¬ 
er, despite pressures, you will 
find the time to fall in love 
Money matters will be highlight¬ 
ed A journey Is in the offing You 
will be plagued by kidney or sto¬ 
mach aliments It will do you 
good to be smartly turned out 
Children will contribute to your 
happiness 



BIRTHDAYS 


January 14 

Moon sextlle Jupiter Marriage or 
an offiaal engagement for the 
eligible la foretold Journeys and 
GoOaborations are Ifceiy Money, 
fame and popularity will definite¬ 
ly be yours 

January IS 

Moon trine Saturn This bine In¬ 
dicates solid gains, a promotion, 
Journeys and a celebration. You 
will be ki die llmefight This n the 
year to stop out In style and 
make your mark 

January 16 

Saturn sextlle Pluto; This sexUle 
Implies opportunities for prog¬ 
ress and advancement to come 
your way It Is upto you to make 
IhebesicrfIt Your popularity will 
soar. 

January 17 

Moon eguare Neptune: Thto 
square means you atKxM be di- 


plonnatlc and tactful Please re¬ 
member that others, too, are hu¬ 
man Clashes of personality are 
probable now 

January 18 

Moon square Saturn. You wi be 
forthright and ambidous But do 
not push too hard because 
others will definitely rebel and hit 
back The health of parents, 
elders. In-laws and your boss win 
cause you anxiety 

January 19 

Sun conjunction Venus; This 
conjunction means bwmtmante, 
renovation. decorMlon, biwing 
and selling, sodals and func¬ 
tions. An imiwrtani busineas 
deal or profestrional and person¬ 
al link wM now come through. 

January 20 

Moon sextlle Neptune Thia par- 
ticular sextlle Is hlQ^ favourabla 
for lovers, bankers, aidsts, and 
those in ressareh and 
ikrchltecture. It is eertatn that 
good fortune and happkisas wN 
come to you. 



CORPK) 

Oet2S-Nov22 
Journeys, cere¬ 
monies, publicity, 
sales and collaborations will tNto 
up much of your time Romance 
blooma^or the fancyfree and 
eligible Expect deals, collabora¬ 
tions and contracts to be signed 
by the weekend Learn to keep a 
control on your moods Travel 
and communication will take on 
Increased importailbe this week 
There are chances that you will 
have to go In for an operation 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23—Dw 20 
Loans and funds to 
go in for buying and 
selling will now be available Im¬ 
migration and long-distance 
travel are foretold Romance will 
prove both exciting and unpre¬ 
dictable Loans, Investments 
and profits will feature high on 
this week s agenda A major shift 
or transfer could come about this 
week cr next Do your best to 
Impress people with your talent 
and expertise It will pay off In 
the long run Children may be 
particularly trying on your 
nerves 



APRiCORN 

Ok 21—Jan 19 

Power, position, legal 
affairs and business 
collaborations will keep you 
busy Romance, socialising and 
entertaining are foretold There 
are chances that a major deal 
will be struck within the next fort¬ 
night Take care of your health 
and do not let pressures get to 
you 



“jTl QUARiUS 

AM Jan 20-Fab 18 

A * The emphasis will 

_ now be on health, 

work and travel Allow love to 
come your way and do not dose 
your eyes to opportunities A 
promotion next month IS likely A 
job switch cannot be ruled out 
Office and family matters will 
keep you busy Take care of 
your health Children, hobbies 
and creative pursuits will sap 
your energy 

ISCES 

Fabifr-M«ch20 
Romance together 
with hard work are on 
the cards Contracts and col¬ 
laborations are foretold Travai, 
towards the^nkidte of the week, 
Is likely with a possible stopover 
Expect promotions with In¬ 
creased responsibilities and 
higher pay Try and keep regular 
hours and sli^ to a fixed diet 
Children wlU contribute to your 
happiness 



















































































































































CAPTAIN TBEIA CAM ONLV gfAgE. MQCTinEP, 
AS OME OP 7NF fIBM/EOT /MEW^ OT MB? 
L eOAa> BLOCK paNCB AI>AM'S 


i 


CAPTAlMw 
PSaMieSION RECplESrED 
TO AOOKESS MIS , 
MISMMESS- please ? 


TMIS 15 MISHLV I ALL THE ^MOCE 
UNUSUAL, TROOPER / PEA50W 7D LET 
DIAN! y MB? CONTINUE. 




f 








MV LORD - ETERWIA'S GREATEST HERO 
ME'MAN-M*K>'S RISKED Ml® LIFE 
FOR US AND NEVER ASKED AMVrHING 
IN RERjeW-- IS IN TROUBLE. 




1 


we 6IMRDSMEN WAVE LEARNED THAT 

hb - mah '9 bebi rdrcb? to sell 

COSMETICS JUSTTO MAKE ENOUGH 
MOMEV TD SUPPORT WlMSELF. r 








WE'LL MAVETD 
WAIT TO SAVE 
HE-MAN, >O0e 
MigMNESS. UV^'VE 
GOT CCMfMNV 
GOHMG/ 


'.'f Vti 




'J4 





















When the new order came in at the Centre, the telecom secretary 


snew 


ste 


wo 




haven’t we met before?” But, for once, he d got the wrong number; it 















HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment. Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits. Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances. For 
a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum). It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10,500 

3,100 

250 

17,600 

— 

350 

25,500 

— 

600* 

37,750 

5,250 

840* 

52,750 

7,400 

1500* 

82,500 

11,500 


Age #mit: 5-70 years * Personal Accident cover 
available on payment of additional premium 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 


A III) •I'.lif ■»! " I ( 



t I i|.i. ()t Cl J I 


1989 

BORN TO LEAD 


MED + CLAIM 






ULKA 11402 



Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 


SiiRftper Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
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Advam 

Congratulations to The 
Telegraph Colour Maga¬ 
zine for having selected 
L.K. Advani as the ‘Man of 
the Year’ (December 31). 
He IS indeed the gentleman 
of Indian politics and few 
presentday politicians can 
equal his towenng perso¬ 
nality. 

In the cesspool of Indian 
politics, his party, the BjF, 
IS a refreshing change. The 
day IS not far off when the 
BJP wiD form the govern¬ 
ment at the Centre and 
positive seculansm will be 
usheied in. 

Suprabho Banerji, 
Agartala 

■ I suggest that the BJF 
now build ‘Girmasandirs’ in 
towns and villages of India, 
where people of all reli¬ 
gions can assemble under 
one roof to pray. (‘Girma- 
sandir’ is my combination of 
giijas. imsjids and man- 
dirs .) 

P.C. Dasgupta, 

Calcutta 

■ The cover feature on 
'The New Avatar’ as ‘Man 
of the Year’ was full of 
absurd thinking The word, 
'man', has a much greater 
meaning. 

The choice of the word 
should have been made on 
the basis of his work and 
contnbution to mankind. 
An avatar in a particular 
community can never be 
considered a 'man' in that 
sense. 

Debashls Chakraborty, 

Malda (W.B.) 

Booked? 

The article on the plight of 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad 
and the National Library 
(December 24) had some 
incorrect information. It is 
reported that "no book ac¬ 
quired (by the National Lib¬ 
rary) after 1982 has 
reached the stacks and a 
whole pile of them is 
pthering dust in a ground 
floor room of the library’s 




cm 


L.K. Advani: Bharatiya of the Year 


annexe". This is not cor¬ 
rect. 

Due to shortage of space 
in the main stack, the 
books have been kept in a 
pile in the processing divi¬ 
sion. They have been duly 
processed and can be made 
available to readers on re¬ 
quest. 

The article also claims 
that the readers have no 
access to newspapers pub¬ 
lished since the early 
1980s. These newspapers 
have not been bound yet, 
but they are being made 
available to readers on the 
sixth floor of the first 
annexe building, on a regu¬ 
lar basis. There is a sepa¬ 
rate reading space there. 

The report mentions 
that Ms Sheila Kaul laid the 
foundation stone of the 
building which was prop¬ 
osed to be the Preserva¬ 
tion Building at that point of 
time. But after that, the 
entire programme 
changed. The building, 
which will eventually be¬ 
come the administrative 
block, was inaugurated by 
the then Prime Minister, 
Mr Rqiv Gandhi, as the 
Prashashan Bhavan in April 
1989. 

Kalp^ Dasgupta, 

Librarian, National Library, 
Calcutta 

Srinjoy Chowdhury re¬ 
plies: 

Ms Dasgupta has 


attempted to point out 
three inaccuracies. She de¬ 
nies that new books are 
lying in a heap in the lib¬ 
rary’s annexe, while other 
employees admit that this 
is the case. She also admits 
that the newspapers pub¬ 
lished in the early eighties 
are yet to be bound, but 
states that they are avail¬ 
able to the readers. How 
any librarian can find an 
issue a reader is lookmg for 
from thousands of unbound 
newspapers within a de¬ 
cent period of time remams 
a mystery. Her third 
charge is strange. She is 
merely restating what I 
have written in the article! 

I understand that senior 
library officials ordered 
specif security measures 
after I asked permission to 
visit the stack. Is a lone 
reporter’s visit to the 
stacks a security nsk> 
What are they tiying to 
hide, except mavbe 
shelves of books, badly 
mutilated by insects? 

Siichin, Too 

We appreciated the article 
on Sanjav Manjrekar (De¬ 
cember 10). But, along 
with him. you should have 
also focused on Sachin 
Tendulkar. 

Debaranjan Banerjee, 

Baruipur (W.B.) 


TheTelegraj^ 

28 JANUARY 1990 


Hopes of an improvement 
at Indian Airlmes are fast 
receding as more and more 
flights get delayed or cancelled 
every day and schedules 
become a farce. An in-depth 
report on the shameful state of 
affairs 


13 


■ ^#The 

International Film Festival of 
India in the city has triggered 
off a debate on the relevance 
of such an event A look at 
these and other related 
questions. 



16 


■ Since time 
immemorial, the circus has 
enthralled c hilden and adults 
alike But behind the glitter 
lies another world, no less 
interesting 
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F or Rudyard Kipling, Calcutta was the 
city of dreadful night chance 
directed chance erected ’ and a 
packed and pebtilential town Fur Domi 
niquc lapierre the storyteller of the 
bluins Calcutta swamped by poverty is 
the City of Joy But Chnstopher Sykes 
IS a different kind of chronicler i filinmak 
er intrigued and inspired by Calcutta i 
was afraid of what Calcutta might be 
like there are so many myths about the 
city, that IS it lb the worst place on eaith 
and that Mother 1 eresa is the only person 
who IS doing something about it 
Sykes moving 90 minute tapestry of 
unages should shatter the myths about 
“the monster city Calcutta is mfinitely 
complex, It has the most tremendous 
cosmopolitan vitality and an overwhelm 
mg intellectual life It is a city as excitmg 
as Pans I ondon or New York 

Most inti iguing are the people of Calcut 
ta, says Sykes 1 dont undei stand what 
the oiigins of Bengali warmth enthusiasm 
and humour aie And despite the incredi 
ble compiession of people the pollution 
and problems of day to day hving like dead 
telephones and overwhelmmg traffic the 
people retain their enthusiasm and can 
even be funny about it 

1 he film tentatively titled Our Ca/c uffa 
IS not an outsider s insight of the city but 
quite appropnatcly the city through the 
eyes of the people Syke s finds extraordi 
nanly vivacious I was particularly deter 
mmed not to make it a Bntisher or 
European’s account of Calcutta ' 

For a documentary film about a city that 
IS a functioning anarchy a sc ript can be too 

Sykes: Framing Calcutta 



Christopher Sykes is the 
latest filmmaker 


attempting to understpd 
the complexities of 
Calcutta 



confining says Sykes his long fingers 
weaving images in the air I don t have a 
script I have shot two films in Beiuit that 
way I used to have a script but now I 
don t 

His multi layered Bengali tapestry will 
be largely achieved in the editing rcKim 
with cuts juxtapositions and sound over 
lays Woven into the film will be the 
stones of a motley crew of Calcuttans 
from the sculptors of Kumartuli and the 
ptinddii of Kalighat to the high priests of 
politics and stars of a musical evening It 
will be a story of why they c hoose to live in 
Calcutta says Sykes 

Oeoffery Middletons camera has cap 
tured the citys predominant vivid im 
ages the hustle of Kumartuli before 
Saraswati Puja the crumbimg mansions of 
north Calcutta the quiet splendour of a 
Bengali wedding the efficiency of the 
Metro railway system In London and 



New York City, the walls of the subway 
are splattered with graffiti, yet at the 
Rabmdra Sadan stop, the walls are full of 
illustrations by a great poet” 

Our Calcutta’s earliest sequences, shot 
in the soft light of early dawn, is the city in 
slumber the empty streets, before the 
unimaginable activity of a few hours later, 
and the toiling artisans m the dilapidated 
sheds of Kumartuli at work before Saras 
wati Puja Sykes hopes to end the film 
with the immersion, with the images 
bobbing in the waters amid the floating 
marigold garlands as dusk turns to 
twilight ‘ 1 had wanted to film the Durga 
Puja, but the project got delayed,” regrets 
Sykes Between the two poignant mo 
ments will be intertwuied 10 or 15 
celluloid threads I want the feel of the 
span of a day in the film I will portray a 
Calcutta that is politically conscious a city 
of huge wealth and abject poverty, and a 
city of diverse religions ” Sykes also hopes 
to use archival material and stills to 
provide more texture to his film 

Creating an ordered film-structure out 
of the chaos of semi arbitrarily shot raw 
footage will be his major worry, beheves 
Sykes It will be a dangerous but nsky 
businessBut more excitmg than tellmg the 
story of one representative Calcuttan. 
'While shootmg I won’t impose a thesis of 
my own I will just shoot what mterests 
me ’ 

Why Calcutta’ “The tercentemfry 
seemed like a pretty gcxxl reason to make 
a film I didn’t even realise that the city 
was only 300 years old to begin with,” 
confesses Sykes as he leans forward to 
light a cigarette He,like "most other 
English people,is intngued by India I think 
if you are English and interested in any 
thing m the world, tliere comes a tune 
when you have to go to India It is an 
important part of Enghsh history ” 

Agam and agam, Sykes has been drawn 
to India His first documentary was on 
“alternative technology work” bemg done 
by the Indian Institute of Science m 
Bangalore “They were Icxikmg at technol¬ 
ogy in an unusual way they were not just 
assuming anythmg, but domg a careful 
study of what villagers reaOy needed ” 
Sykes’ camera caught a team of doctors 
training health workers m Jamkhad, m 
rural Maharashtra, 300 miles east of 
Bombay “I saw that with the commg of a 
basic health system m this backwater, 
came the first stunngs of women's lib and 
the loosening of the caste structure His 
third effort is a biography of Snnivas 
Ramanujam, the mathematioan, for BBC 
TV 




WhBe the Unian govenonent hu not 
deved Robmd Jofle*a sotirt for The Cky 
of Joy, Sykes, after aubmitting a “pretty 
detailed outIfa)e“ has already begun shoot* 
fog. “I think I understand how Ae aystem 
works,” says Sykes, who has nuide a 
number of science-based documentaries 
for BBC televinoa “1 sod the outifoe to 
the Imfian Hi^ Commisfoon in London. 
Then, the Imto government had a kxik 
and passed it <xi to the West Bengal 
government After everybody was hqipy, 
they gave me pennisaioa..the whole th^ 
ust^ takes three or four monthsT 

“I fou^ne Roland Joffe would have a 
made a pretty good film,” says Sykes who 
sympathises with the Union k^nnation 
and broadcasting mmister, P. Upen- 
dra's decision. "I haven't read the sc^ os 
spoken to Joffe so I am in no position to 
comment. But there is a view that India 
has a tot (rf problems and ia working 
e^ctremely hard to solve them. And yet 
people come here and take photographs at 
people living in rubbish dumps. People are 
saying: 'Look here, we have quite a few 
things we are quite proud of.and no one is 
saying anythi^ about it* That is where 
national sentiment comes in," befieves 
Sykes. "There was a time Louis MaOe 
came here and made a film. That was 
before permission was needed to be 
obtafoed, when everyone vtas free to 
come.” 

Sykes himself has never had probtems. 
“My film IS a documentary wt^ Joffe’s 
film would have been a dramatisatioa 
Besides, my films have portrayed a more 
positive In^. But Joffe is not another 
person planning to make a fast buck out of 
poverty. As for Dominique Lapierre’s 
book, I haven’t read it. I don’t want the 
book to colour my vision. I will probably 




read it after I have conqileted the fflm” 
Used to London’s traffic snarls, Sykes is 
impressed by the way vehicles of all kinds 
negotiate ttw pandmnoidum on the dty 
streets. “There n a feeling of we-aie-ail- 
in-it-together. You would think that all the 
people are g(^ to collide with eadi other; 
that there wiU be temble arguments. But 
everything seems to fit in the end.” In the 
same way, Sykes wants the various 
strands m his film to resolve themselves at 
the very end. 



“Despite regular predictions of doom. 
Calcutta seems to be working,” says 
S^a. "Moorhouse at the end of his bo^ 
has visions of an apocalyptic Cakutta- 
armageddon. The former Prime Minster 
Rsjiv Gandhi had also spoken of Calcutta 
as a dying dty. "It is h^y a dymg aty, 
more a In^ and vforant one really.” Our 
Calcutta, to be completed this year, is 
added evidence of the city’s indomitable 
instinct for survival and zest for life. 
Srinjoy Chowdhury 


• Study material: I offm- 
study material for the MBA 
entrance examination by UMS, 
1989, for anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Contact D. Pd, 
244-A. Bazar Para, Bindel 
712123. 

• Bicycle: I offer my Atlas 
bicyde for a dehix bk^de in 
good condition. Cont^ D. 
ffliosh, 91, New Chord Road, 
Shyvnnagar, Exide works, PO 
Athpur. 

• CMsettes: I offer casset¬ 
tes by Psnkqj Udhas, Ghulam 
Afi and Mohammed Rafi and 
the films, AtrNatwarLal The 
Great GaiMer, Hem, Locket, 
Awm and othm for anytMng 
of come ^ ioniBn g vakie. Ggr- 


tact Anwar Hussm, c/o Mod¬ 
em Tailors, PO Phusro, Dist 
Giric^ BOiar. ^144. 

•Study autarlal: offer two 
sets of Brflliantspapers for the 
IIT-JEE entrance test, 
Vidyalankar correspondence 
papers and some text bodes 
for anything of corresponding 
value. Contact Anees C^nent- 
wala, 301/B Wing, Sea Shell 
Lokhandwala Complex, 
Andheii (W), Bombay 400058. 

• Wristwatcli: I offer a 
Rolex wristwatch in good con- 
ditton for a refiigerator or tape 
recorder or anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Write to Golak 
Nath Chatter^,, 51, Ryland 


Road, (Nandir Math), PO 
Serampore, Dist HoogMy. 

• Calculator-cam-watch: I 
offer an electronic calculator- 
cum-watch for anything of cor- 
responding value. Write to 
Birendra Keshwani, 25-B, 
Bhuneshwar Colony, Orderly 
Bazar, Varanasi 221002, UP. 

• Scooter: I offer a Lamby 
, Polo 150 scooter m very good 

condition for any motorcycle in 
good conditioa Contact Amit 
Paid, RIy block no. 9367-A/ 
SC. Unit 1, Old Settlement. 
PO Khargpur, Pfo 721301. 

• Bicycle: I offer a Hero jet 
btoyde in good conditton for a 
Walkman or anythav of cone¬ 


spending value. Contact S. 
B(xmi, c/b S. Ghosh, A/3. Kat- 
zunager, PO Jadavpur 32. 

• Study material: I offer 
the complete set of Brilliant’s 
foundation course for IIT-JEE, 
1989, for anything of corres¬ 
ponding value. Contact 
Sudeepta Ghosh, 8-B/77, CIT 
Building, Beliaghata, Calcutta 
10 . 

• Music syeteme: I offer a 
San^ two-in-one and Sonody- 
ne jet line stereo System for 
anj^hing of corresponding 
value. Cmitact KaOol Roy, 
Government houung estate, 
0/7, B.R. Ghosh Road, Calcut¬ 
ta 40. 
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Docs ll)(' |);iss(‘MK<-r moan 
anylhin.i^ <il all to Indian 
AiiiitU's? W'itli tli^lit 
sciu'diik's bcooining a 
tarco and service in 
.general taking (he 
backseat, domestic air 
travel is tuniing into a 
nightmare' 


T he children, cryii% uncontrollably, 
tugged at Cleo Van Osten’s skirt. 
Tljey were |ired, bedraggled, irrit¬ 
able and l^ed—anyone would be after a 
10-hour wait at an airport. Said Van Osten, 
who runs an adoption agency in Amster¬ 
dam and comes here regularly to take back 
children, “I’ve made 17 trips to India so far 
and each time Indian Airiktes (lA) comes 
up with somethiiv new. Delays, cancella¬ 
tions, 'dcayed' tickets being cancelled— 
anything is possible. I’ve accepted H, but 
what atout these children? llteyll start 
thinking of the airport as their new home!" 
• Last fortnight, J. Narayan, deputy chair¬ 
man of ITC Ltd, booked himself on the 7 
am fl^t from Calcutta to DeSiL “There 
was an important meeting at 2.30 that 
afternoon,” he recalls. After the usual 
totmd delays and &lse alarms, the ffight 
finally left at 1.15 pm. He missed his meet¬ 
ing—and hmeh. “No refreshments were 
served. Nowl travel a day earlier. In fret, 
had there been a couple of frst trains like 
the Riudhani. I'd give up flying.” 

• Rec^ a senior, buieaucrat-who tried 
cancel a ticket at Calcutta’s Dum Dum 
airport "After a three-hour wait—half of it 
in the dark, thanks to loadshedding—I 
managed to reach the counter. Whmi I 
asked for a receipt, the lady manning the 


desk blurted, ‘I don’t know anything, con¬ 
tact the duty manager.” An Australian 
standing in the queue looked totally lost. 
Eventu^y, he picked up enough courage 
to ask, *WiQ someone please tell me what 
is happening,?’ Immedia^, someone in 
the line shot back. This is Indian Air¬ 
lines.”’ 

• B.R. Somani, commercial manager of a 
teading Delhi-based television manufretur- 
ing company reached the airport to catch 
the 10 am flight to Lucknow. The flight left 
at three |xn. All his appointments in Luck¬ 
now were affected and he had to stay 
there ovemi^t Next day, when he tefr 
phoned Ludmw airport to check about 
the return flight, he was told it was on 
time.But it fi^y left at midnight 'There 
were no bask freilities available at the 
airport and he returned to Delhi with aches 
and pains and unfinished work. After 
seve^ such bad e^tiences with the air 
lines, Somain has deckled to switdi to a 
slower but congaiatively surer form of 
transport—the railways. The ^tahdi Ex 
press leaves Delhi on the dot at 6.15 am 
and reaches Lucknow by noon. 

For tourists and rir travellers, it is turn 
ing out to be a season of travafl. Ominous 
clouds are ^t gathering over Indian Air¬ 
lines House in the heart of the country’s 


capital as years of a(»thy and anarchy, 
compounded by a series of natural and 
manmade calamities threaten to 
ground domestk air travel itself. 

Anyone who has been by Indian Air¬ 
lines, has harrowing tales of delays, can¬ 
cellations and diversicxis to recount. And 
they are increasing every day. The last 
two months have been particularly bad. 
The rush season for the airlines coincides 
with the tourist season beginning in win- 
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ter, and this has been one of the worst 
seasons for them. It all began with over 
7,700 maintenance engineers going on a 
month-long strike from November 7, after 
a prolong^ go-slow agitation. It was elec¬ 
tion time and candidates rushing to their 
constituencies to file nominations found 
themselves stranded at airports aaoss the 
country as flight frequencies were drasti¬ 
cally r^uced and passenger capacity was 
slashed by over 50 per cent Senior air¬ 



lines officials accused the engineers of 
trying to embarrass the management by 
striking at a very crucial period. 

The engineers withdrew the strike fol¬ 
lowing an appeal by the new minister for 
civil aviation, Arif Mohammad Khan, 
although they continued to work to rule, 
causing widespread delays. All along, the 
management, kept insisting that concifia- 
tory talks were on and better days were 
around the comer. On January 16, ^ 
airlines actually issued a press note saying 
they were happy to inform that all lA 
flights had left Delhi on time. But just 
vdien the flif^t schedules were beginning 
to return to 'notnul', the engineers struck 
again.Hiey declared their intention to go 
on strike from February 1, and have since 
been roundly criticised by the manage¬ 
ment for resorting to pressure tactics just 
b^re the Assembly polls. 

If the engineers do go ahead with their 
plan, whatever little semblance of order 
that remains today is certain to collapse. 
As we go to press, the management has 
announced its action plan of cutting tolera¬ 
tions by as mudi as 60 per cent and man¬ 
aging the rest with tlw help of its 150 
executive engineers (who are not mem¬ 
bers of the AH India Aircraft Engineers' 
Assodatioa) aid 3000 technicians. 


I n recent months, Indian Airlines has 
shown an almost unbeHevabie propensi¬ 
ty for stumbling from one crisis to another. 
And as the mess gets messier, all that the 
management and the pOots, engineers, 
technicians and assorted staff do is hurl 
allegations and counter-allegations at each 
other. Caught in the crossfire, the victim, 
needless to say, is the passenger. He pays 
through his nose, and in return, gets kick¬ 
ed around. 

For the official records though, the lA 
management tries to paint as rosy a pic¬ 
ture as it possibly can. The org^satkm 
has a fleet of 54 planes—30 Boeings, 13 
A-320S and 11 widehibdied Airbus 3008, It 
operates nearly 248 flii^its a day and on an 
average a total of 94 fU^ts leave and 
arrive in Delhi, which forms the main base 
for the Boeings. According to officiai fi- 
^es, 88. 2 per cent of the flights left on 
time in November and 88.5 per cent in 
December as against an average of 93.9 
per cent for the whole of April to Decem¬ 
ber. Although this represents a five per 
cent increase in delays, given the en- 
ghwers’ stir, such a petformance wcxdd 
stOl have b^ considered creditable. 

But these figures seek to hide more 
than they reveal What the airlines normal- 
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ly takes into account are pnmary dehya at 
first pooit of deinrturi. Consequential 
or seoonduy delays are conveniently for¬ 
gotten about Still worse, rescheduling and 
dubbing of flights are not resided as 
delays and cancellations. Sigidficantiy, be¬ 
sides tite usual daily canceBations, lA res¬ 
cheduled flights every fourth day in 
November and December, and resorted to 
chfobmg on a number <rf oocadms. Effi¬ 
ciency rates are also very decmitive since 
they are calculated in terms of the capacity 
utflkMd, and tias is liifiher when there are 


fewer flints. No wonder then that the 
overall factor rose to an afl-time 
of 80.6 per cent ki 1988-89. The drlines’ 
capacity dropped from about 1153 miUon 
in 1987-88 to 1095 million available tonne 
km (ATKm) in 1988-89. Passenger traffic 
actually declined from 10.44 milEon to 
10.10 million over Uie corresponding 
period due to capacity constraints. 

Financially too, lA is in a tight posfrkn. 
Ihe acquisi^ ol the A-320 b has cost dre 
afrfines about Rs 1,000 crores. Its fleet 
ejqansion p rogr a mme: is obviously going 


to itKrease its interest burden by a abe- 
able amount Add to that an (unofficial) 
estimated revmnie loss of about Rs 80 
crores—Rs 30 crores of tids on passenger 
tariff along—due to die recent engfaieets’ 
strike. By the end <ff this fiscal year, die 
coqxiration will be staring at a Iom of 
about Rs 85 crores. Over the past few 
years, profits have in any case been 
8tea(fily shrinking; between 1987-88 and 
198889 al<me, they fefi fimn Rs 30.10 
crores to Rs 14.10 aores. 

With nxH’e than haff of l^’s flights de¬ 
layed or cancelled in the past four months 
and the prospect oi stiO further disnqition 
looming large rai the horizon, the question 
is; who is to blame for this shamefol state 
of affairs? The answer just about every¬ 
one who has anything to do with die run¬ 
ning of the airfaies. 

Ilie pilots, en^neers and other staff 
have time and again shown they are in a 
constant state of readiness when it comes 
to launchmg agitations and cr^pling airline 
operations. The current lauest is in fact 
just one more round in a never-ending 
chain of ever-increasing demands. 

On the face of it, the pilots’ demand (the 
last time they went on an agitation) for 
night landing and navi^tion facilities at al 
the airport’s was fully justified, if it had not 
been for the fact that it appeared suspi¬ 
ciously like another arm-twisting device to 
extract more money—about Rs 1,500 per 
month. Once their pay was increased, 
they returned to normal work without 
really insisting on night landing facilities 
ahhouidi Captain Naresh Pathak, general 
secretary of the Indian Commercial Pilots’ 
Assodatioa says, Tf it had been an in¬ 
crease in wages that was really behind our 
decision to overfly unsafe fields, why did 
we can off the agitation once an assurance 
was given that partially equipped fields 
would be updated?” 

The engineers, on the other hand, want 
parity with their counterparts in Afr India, 
even if it means going bade on the memcr- 
andum of understand^ tiiey signed with 
the management only last February. Their 
other donand is ttat they be sent to 
TokMJse in France for train^ on the re¬ 
cently-inducted state-of-the-art A-SZOs. 
Whe'ilBchuie? 














The training coune at Hyderabad, they 
claim, ia not good enough. But,according 
to a senior o&ial in the aviation miniatry. 
‘If tte engfaieera had gone abroad, th^ 
would each have benefitted by Ra 1 lakh. 

aD want brand new Marutis. That is 
dm aux of tiw prahtem.’* This la straa^ 
refuted by the general secreury of 
AlAEA, J.& Chha^ adw says the man¬ 
agement is jwt trying to divert attention 
from the main issue. “The engineers are 
demandin g parity in scales with those in 
Air India. We maintain and certify more 
planes than Al. But we are treated 
shabbfly." 

But then the management and the pilots 
and engineers have rarely seen eye-to-eye 
on anything. The eastern regional mana¬ 
ger lA, Y. V.S. Chahel, berates them for 
taking "direct action” fin' the tentii time in 
the past one year. And the airlines manag¬ 
ing ditector, R. Prasad has so for remained 
unmoved by the engmeers’ demands: "As 
br as we are concerned, there are no 
demands.” 

B ut much as it would like to pass the 
buck, the fact is that the management 
is as mu^ a culprit as anyone else. Even 
as senior officials like the regional director 
(eastern region), Capt. R.K. ^kkar 
admit “there have been delays in ffie past 
few months,” most of them Uame factors 
beyond their control,such as fog and poor 
visibility. Capt R.L. Kapoor, director of 
operations in Deflu, justi^ tiw delays and 
blames passengers for "putting undue 
pressure on us despite met office observa¬ 
tions.” But even be concedes, "There is 
no doubt that lA is to blame. For nea^ 16 
years there has been talk of equipping 
Delhi and other major airports with the 
latest me Instrument Landing System 
dLS) but nothing has been done so far. 
Today, only 30 per cent of the 57 air 
stations in the coimtiy have navigational 
aids and night landmg facilities.” 

A senior IA official in Bombay explains, 
“In Europe and the Scandinavian coun¬ 
tries, fliffits land even in zero visibility 
because ai first class equipment Here 
even category two and three instruments 
are not avafiabie. Our facilities are at least 
50 years behind time. In fact in Pariia- 




AU about delays 

ment, the aviation minister admitted that it 
didn’t have adequate facilities.” 

And now, IA is paying for its lack of 
foresi^t C)n January 2 this year, Palam 
airport was dosed for 12 hours flawed by 
an utqrrecedented 15 hour dosure on Janu¬ 
ary 4 due to heavy fog. Recalls Capt 
Kapoor, “We haven’t seen this kind of 
phenomenon in the past 15 years.” 

Whatever the reasons for delay , pas¬ 
sengers are understandably miffed "^y 
can’t the IA staff apprise passengers cor¬ 
rectly and frankly about ^lays?” asks J. 
Narayan. Adds Rryiv Gujral, area general 
mana^r of Taj Bengal, “Being a mcnopoly 
organisation, IA is steeped in complacen¬ 
cy. Passengers get a raw deal” 

Another long standing grouse of passen¬ 
gers has been the poor maintenance of IA 
craft Uie planes fly between 2,800 and 
3,000 hours per year against a much lower 
international average. But IA claims that it 
scrupulously adheres to rigorous mainte¬ 
nance standards prescribed by the Inter¬ 
national Civil Aviation Organisation. 
Maintenance, say c^fidals, ranges from 
“online checks at the end of a flight, 
checks at the completion of 100 flying 
hours, and ‘blodc’, ‘continuous’ and ‘equal¬ 
ised’ maintenance progranunes.” Ass^ 
Prasad “AD aircraft are maintained prop- 
erfy within safety limits. I don’t think there 
is an api»eciable increase in the number of 
kiddents concerning passenger safety.” 

Yet, the AlAEA has diarged the direc¬ 
tor gem^ (A dvil aviation (DGCA) of 
overlooking biadequades endanger^ air 
safety. Chhabra, wlw has been leading the 
en^ieers’ agitation fipom the union office 
at nlam, dtes a case udiere a Boeing "W 
was refiised certification by a workman 
engineer on Septemb^ 14,1987, because 
te found a cnck in the (hict which he 
thought could be a flying hazard The re¬ 
jection letter was, h^ver, tom and an 
executive engineer certified the plane for 


flying. ‘The plane was grounded later and 
the whole engine changed Chbatea says 
that a piece of metal was found obstructing 
the duct and anything could have luq>- 
pened The IXXtA has stiD not rqdied to 
the union on this matter. 

Moreover, incidents sudi as the cot- 
lapse of tiM nosewfaed of an Akbus at 
OeBu soon after landing and cd a Boeing 
737’s door opening twice during a routine 
flight, gim lie to Prasad’s claim. What is 
shocking is the dfacovery of several signed 
blank air fitness certifiedes (see picture). 

While dfidcncy and maintenance have 
taken a nosedive, the air fives show no 
signs of stabiimng. Infoct, the corporation 
is expected to yet agaki yank up its fues 
foUowing the losses suffered in the 30-day 
engineera’ agitation and the addi t io n al cost 
of acquiimg the A-320s. In the last 10 
years, fares have gone q> 11 times. ‘The 
reasons: increased cost of turbine fuel 
increased landing and navigation diargea 
and in general,inounting opmational costs. 
IA, on its part, daims 65 per cent of its 
152 routes are economically unviable. Bid 
the question to ask is: wiB air fares be 
hiked each time finances sag or a new 
technology » mtroduoed? And stifl nxxe 
important' has the Airlines’efficiency gone 
up correspondingly^ 

Apart from the ddays, sdiiefa many have 
come to accept with stoic resignation, in¬ 
efficiency, disoourtesy and a complete lack 
of professionafisro have aD bemme haD- 
marira of lA. As Rigiv Gqjral put it, "At 
DeDiiairport, sdienoneofmy five‘okayed’ 
tick^ was untneeaUe, I was struck by 
the ndifietence of the man at the counter. 
He was foot not bodwred and that is what 
tnots.” Adds PSrtha (RxMh, weMmown 
scientist and a ra d em i c progra n iine cootti- 
natorid the S.N. Bose Na£nal Centre far 
Basic Sdencea, Calcutta, ‘There should 
be more competition in the aviMfon sector. 
Untfl then, lA w9l continue to tike us for 























granted. Whichever way you look at it, lA 
needs a revamp, and the sooner the bet¬ 
ter." Says Narayan of ITC, "May be if 
there is another domestic airline there will 
be more competition and servkes wiD im¬ 
prove.” 

G.M. Kapoor, chief ot the urban study 
centre of the Tunes Research Foundation, 
is even harsher: “lA has huled to realiM 
^ importance of the customer. As a pub¬ 
lic service, it has outdone the telephone 
department in its inefiSdency." 

Even in recruitment of personnel, 
the lA management has made a hash of 
things. Says Capt Sushil Mehrotia, for¬ 
mer lA pilot, “The management should 
have planned well in advance. With the 
recent boom in air travel, it was evident 
that it would need more pilots and en- 
gbieecing persipieL From 1983, 13 pilots 
have b^ retiring on an average every 
year, depriving the airline of trained 
hands. And kmwing fuDy well that a 
manpower crunch was around the comer, 
a ban was imposed on recruitment from 
1986 to August 1989 on undertakings 
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under the dvii aviation ministiy. Ftn- three 
jears, lA could not fill vacancies without 
the government’s permisskm.’’ 

In an unprecedented exodus, in the last 
15 months 27 pilots have reiugi^ and 
joined international carriers. Arhnits Pra¬ 
sad, "We are just about maintaining normal 
services. If mote leave, we will be badly 
Ut" But the airline has already been fait 
Despite an lA circular on Ma^ 28 last 
year banning lA enqiloyeea from send¬ 


ing applications directly fix' emidoyment 
outside lA, the exodus continues. Says 
Capt S.L. Bagchi, "The most obvious 
reason is money. Here one gets about Rs 
15,000 per morith. But one can get at least 
six times that amount in the Gulf cexm- 
tries.” Boeing 737 pilota have been targets 
of foreign carriers like Malaysian Air&ies 
and Gutf Airways, which reportedly offer 
upto $4,000 (Rs 66,4(X)) per month. 

The irony today is that lA has acquired a 
fleet of new A-320s to inaease its capac¬ 
ity, but is faced with a severe shortage of 
personnel. Besides the exodus of pik^, it 
has lost around 150 experienced mainte¬ 
nance engineers over the past five years, 
mostly through retirement 
The govemnMnt has also done its share 
of harm to the airline. In addition to the 
usual bureaucratic interference—ranging 
frmn playing favourites to six years d 
indecision over the acquisition of new 
aircraft to addition of economically unvi- 
able routes for political reasons—frequent 
changes in the ministry itself have helped 
add to the uncer^inty. 

At lA, pilot and engineer-run unions rule 
the roost. Last year, they extracted a 33 
per cent hike in wages without assuring 
the management anything in return by way 
of increased productivity. 

After Captain Chadha took charge as 
managing director in 1982, he along with 
his two deputies, Capt. B.K. Bhasin and 
Capt. V.K. Mehta, maintained a tight hold 
over the unions and regimial departments 
for five years. Trouble started in 1985 
after Jagdish Tytler took over as minister 
for dvil aviation. R. Prasad, the present 
MD, started lobbying to succeed Chadha 
with Motilala Vora’s support while Tytler 
backed (jerry Pais, an accounts man. Pais 
was finally appointed MD in 1987 and 
Tytler then appointed P.N. Kumar and 
Capt. N. Rainadiandran deputy managing 
directors. 

Not one to be left out, Prasad 
approached the dvil aviation secretary, 
S.S. Sidhu, and got himself appoint^ 
deputy director, finance. Tytler's depar¬ 
ture in 1987 m^ things easier for hhn, 
especially with Motilal Vora taking over in 
aviation. Finally, m last yew, 
with Satish Sharma and Sluvr^ I%til’s 
backing Prasad was appointed hffl. Such 
power strug^bs and political lobbying have 
not healed 

Is tbete any way out of the mess? 
Suresh Kabnadi, MP, says, "The only 
answer is privatisatioiL liw way things 
are going is disgusting.’’ 

(^petition and an aftonative domestic 
carrier could be the aiftwer. But it will be 
a long haul before Indian Airlines can rid 
itself of epithets such as 'Intolerably 
Apathetic’ ^ ‘Incred^ Awfiil’. 

8. Srlnlvasan, DebasUa Alloitj 
Madhavl Irani and LeUw Ohair 
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S even-and*a-haif years. 

That's how long one has 
been writing this quiz column 
(or The Telegraph. I must 
admit it has been, and still is. 

' a great learning experience 
tor me—replying to letters, 
answering queriM, framing 
questions, gaining know- 
le^, sharing information. 

Frankly, when 1 conducted 
the first open quiz In 1967,1 
never did imagine that in a 
little over 20 years, quizzing 
would reach the popularity It 
has today. Calcutta Is where 
It all began, and over the 
years, tnis city has truly 
established itself as the 
nerve centre of quizzing. 

For a long time friends and 
quizzards have kept asking 
me one question; “You've 
been quizzing for so long. 
When are you going to write 
a book?" It's one question to 
which I've never had an 
answer. At least not till a few 
months ago, when my son 
Derek (MmseH a quiz mas¬ 
ter) brought up the topic over 
a quiet family dinner: “We've 
been Into quizzing for years, 
so how about a quiz book 
from U8?“ We debated. 
Should our first book be a 
general one? Or on sport...? 

. until the dlncherl A quiz 
book In 1990 on Calcuttal 
It's been a few months 
since that quiet family din¬ 
ner. First, a name for the 
book? Oulzi-Cal, we 
thought, would be apt And 
then, the hard work and fun. 
Researching. Checking in¬ 
formation. Travelling around 
the city. Talking to people. 

All this done, the result is a 
book divided into 24 chap¬ 
ters. A chapter on Calcutta 
sports (called Physi-Cal^, 
another on films (ChamaU- 
Cali, quotations on the city 
( Vo-Cali, questions on food 
(Qastronami-Cali. Then 
there's CkmI-Cai, Theatri¬ 
cal, Msforf-Caf—making for 
over 500 questions on “the 
many facets of Calcutta...ito 
histoiy, its life, its plea¬ 
sures." 

The serious: Who said: 
"What Is Bengal without Cal- 
cutta?” 

TIte light: Which is the 
most noise-pdiuted area in 
thedty? 



Oueattoo; When aakad, “What la 
the most Joyful piooe that you have ever 
visited?” what waa Mother Tarasa’a 
lairiy? (R. M. 8an, 7A, Comftald Road, 
ColGUtta 700019). 

4iM;.Kallg^ 


The intriguing: Job Chor- 
nock died on January 10, 
1693. Why then does his 
tombstorw read 1692? 
Questions apart, the 17S 


pages of Ouhl-Ca/also In- 
duoe 24 “off-beat* photo- 
graphsof thedty. My own 
favourite is a shot from the 
top of a double-decker bus 
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QUESTIONS •'■;rv‘L 

• • 1 .?.Jv s‘. ^ 


which took me a Ntlle time to 
figure out “which vnv up?” 

North Star, who have done 
so much to promote oulz- 
zbig, have sponsoreo the 
book which Mr Hashim 
Abdul HaHm, the Speaker of 
Ihe Weat Bengal Aaaembly. 
wlH formally release to coin¬ 
cide with the Calcutta Book 
Fair. We've enjoyed writing 
Qulzi-Cai—The Cakutta 
Quiz Book. We hope you in 
turn will erijoy reading it. 

“Who discovered the lost 
cities of the Mayan civiliza¬ 
tion?* aaks Santosh Msjum- 
dar, Calcutta 9. 

in 1830 John Lloyd 
Stephens, traveller and 
arcnaeologIsL and his com¬ 
panion, illustrator Frederick 
Catherwood, rediscovered 
the lost dtles of the Mayas. 
Having heard reports of 
andent ruins in the jungles of 
Central America, Stephens 
had himself appointed 
charge d'affa^ to Cenkal 
America by US Presktent 
Martin Van Suren. Stephens 
and Catherwood had narrow 
escapes as they encoun¬ 
tered a native rebellion, stifl¬ 
ing heat swamps, and 
swarms of mosquitos. 

Deep in the jungle they 
found strangely ornamented 
stone pillars; further on, they 
discovered stairways, wans, 
terraces, and pyramids over¬ 
grown with vines and a thick 
blanket of thorny shrubbery. 
Stephens bought the site 
from ns native owner for $50. 
Catherwood made detailed 
sketches of this tost world to 
accompany a book ttiat 
Stephens wrote, IrKidenta of 
Travelln Centra America. 
Q^apaa and Yucatan, which 
created an enormous in¬ 
terest in Mayan culture. Yet 
Stephens and Catherwood 
dd not dtecover the Mayas, 
who are mentioned In early 
accounts of the Spanish ex- 




rederic Woideck. covering 
the same malarial 08 
Stephens'book, had 
appeared a year before 
Stephens'trip, but It aroused 
Uttleln(erest,poss^be- 
cauM H was not detailed or 
weH-UuMrated. 





Veaus Trap by Robert van Ackeren (FRG) 


T he success that the first-ever inter¬ 
national film festival of India, held in 
Calcutta in 1952, achieved in terms 
of the popular excitement it generated and 
the ^-reaching influence it exerased on 
the creative faculties of aspinng directors 
at home has remained unsurpassed to this 
day. The sellout event, ui the course of 
which over 50 feature films—mostly Ita¬ 
lian and Japanese—were screened, left an 


mdelible maik on the future course of 
Indian cinema Within four years of the 
festival, Satyajit Ray created Father Pan 
chah In 19^, Ritwik Ghatak made Ajan 
tnk Filmmakmg in India was never the 
same agam 

Twenty more international festivals 
have been held in the country suice 1952, 
but the ready tempo infused by the works 
of Ray and Ghatak in the fifties and sixties 


has not quite transformed itself into an 
overaU improvement in the tastes of the 
audience and m the quality of mam- 
stream cmema An alarmmgly large per 
centage of the 8(X)-odd films churned out 
annually by the world’s largest film- 
producmg nation flirts outrageously with 
bad taste and wallows unabashedly m 
unmitigated mediocnty 
The 1982 film festival m Calcutta, like 
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the first one, was a roann>! conimenial 
success if only to a laiRe extent for the 
wronf> reasons—hut the practitioners of 
the (ineiiiatK ciaft in I ollvjiunKe learnt 
absoluteh nothing I hey saw the films, 
ruminated awhile over the emerging 
trends in world cinema, went into raptures 
and, quite characteristically chose to 
forget every thing one e the hut ly burly was 
ovc*r I here is no reason, therefore, to 
believe that the just concluded Interna 
tional hilm !• estival of India '90 will re 
jiivetialt the spirit of experimentation and 
nonconformism that Satyajit Kay intro 
due ed in the mid fifties 

However, that is not to say that festiv 
als no longer serve any constructive pui 
pose Ask any genuine filmlovcr or a 
filmmaker committed to his craft and 
chances are that in each one of them you 
will find a staunc h defender of the fc stical 
culture I o them, a film festival is much 
more than a meie event It is an exciting 
window to the world, an opportunity to 
sample some of the best films made 
around the globe ‘Ihe experience of 
meeting filmmakeis fiom various parts of 
the world in a free, relaxed atmosphere of 
being exposed to the cinema of a country 
like India and of assimilating the atmos 
phere is, to say the least exhilarating " 
said Ms Munel Peters an Amencan 
prcxluc er who was in Calc utta dunng the 
festival with a delegation of US women 
directors Ms Peters, incidentally, is a 
member of the Indo US sub commission 
on culture and education 
"A film festival holds special meaning for 
me I do not agree with the view that it 
encourages unhealthy competition among 
Indian filmmakers for a place in the Panor¬ 
ama,” said Buddhadeb Uasgupta whose 
film, Hagh Bahadur, was the highlight of 


the prestigious section this year "A fes¬ 
tival gives me an appreciative audience for 
my own work, besides allowing me to see 
films made around the world and inspiring 
an urge for sell assessment," he added 
1 hat is precisely what makes the IFFI 
so essential foi the growth of good cine 
ma If there are people who still believe 
that a festival is a waste of time and 
money it can only be more a result of 
ones ignorance than of the actual short¬ 
comings that show up ever so often dunng 
the conduct of a festival Admittedly, as far 
IS mismanagement and slip ups are con 
cerned, the recent Calcutta festival was a 
disgraceful abomination Daily passes 
weie distributed at the mam venue. Nan 
dan, with complete disregard for the 





available capacity, as a result of which 
there were near stampedes at the gates at 
the beginning of several shows lire 
piojection was often as bad as some of the 
prints Show timings were changed and 
films were cancelled or rescheduled on 
many occasions without so much as a 
warning I he list is virtually endless 
Be that as it may, the above average 
fare available to the filmlover made the 
festival as excitmg as ever By no argu¬ 
ment can it be said that the festival was an 
exeicise m futility No event where you 
get to see the latest films of directors like 
Krzysztof Zanussi, Miklos jansco, Vera 
Chytilova, Paul Cox and Peter Green¬ 
away, among many others, besides 
rewarding retrospectives can ever be 
dismissed as havmg been a washout 

T he Indian Panorama has always been 
the showpiece of the IFFI It is this 
section, which presents the best of Indian 
cmema, that makes the Indian festival 
worth a visit for influential western critics 


and dmectors of many of the major mtema 
tional film festivals Said Gughelmo 
Bmaghi, director of the Venice festival, "I 
have come here exclusively for the Indian 
Panorama It is my guide to what is 
happening m Indian cinema today It en¬ 
ables me to select films for the Venice 
festival " 

Mnnal Sen, whose ready wit and easy 
conviviality makes him one of the most 
popular figures on the festival circuit not 
just in India but also abroad felt that 
without the incentive of the possibility of 
selection for the competition section of a 
major film festival abroad, survival would 
have been impossible for uncompromising 
directors like him. He admitted with dis- 
armmg candour, "My films are now meant 
only for the festivals abroad ” Considenng 
the lack of interest on the part of the 
Indian distributors and the financial and 
critical gams attendant on participation m a 
foreign festival, no one should have any 
quarrel writh Mr Sen’s attitude 

Of late, there has been a disconcerting 


tendency towards a devaluation of the 
Indian Panorama The lackadaisical atti¬ 
tude of the du'ectorate of film festivals is 
evidenced by the careless scheduling of 
the Indian films and the unimaginative 
choice of auditona “Indian Panorama films 
are nowadays often clubbed with either 
the Cmema of the World entnes or with 
the retrospective films, which results in 
confusion for the foreign delegates,” 
lamented filmmaker Saikat Bhattacharya 
" I here was a time not long ago when all 
Panorama films used to be screened after 
J pm in a separate auditorium, lending 
them the prestige they deserved Today, 
you'd be lucky not to miss most of the 
Panorama entries unless you keep close 
track of the schedule,” he argued 

At an Open Forum discussion held 
durmg the festival, many of the foreign 
festival du'ectors expressed surprise that 
the Indian festival is organised by a 
government department which has to 
attend to many duties other than its 
principal one Said the irrepressible Fee 
Valliant, director of the Mannheim film 
festival. The event in Mannheim is com 
pletely autonomous 1 am absolutely free 
to select my films There is never any 
pressure on me to opt for this film or 
reject that ” 

Mnnal Sen confessed that the Indian 
festival IS still far short of the high 
organisational and artistic standards set by 
Vemce, Berlui or Cannes The chief 
reason for that is the inadequacy of the 
promotional aspect of the festival A 
screening in India rarely helps mciease the 
marketability of a foieign film quite in the 
manner that it does in Venice or Cannes, ’ 
he pointed out It was with a view to 
surmounting this pioblem that the decision 
to do away with the competition section 
was taken Though there is a feeling in 
certain quarters, perhaps justifiably, that 
the scrapping of the competition section 
has dealt a severe blow to the prestige of 
the Indian film festival, the decision has 
certainly led to better films being 
screened 1 he wisdom of the decision to 
invite films that have won awards at major 
film festivals cannot, therefore, be ques 
tinned 

The stumblmg block lies elsewhere No 
cultural event that is totally in the hands of 
bureaucrats can steer clear of red-tapism 
and controversies "The festival belongs 
to the committed filmmaker and it should 
be handed over to his ilk,” said a young 
documentary maker, who was eagerly 
looking forward to the Bombay interna 
tional festival for documentary and short 
films, bCit could not hide his reseivations 
about the efficacy of the festival if it was 
organised by the Films Division, a govern 
ment organisation 

The chaos and the controversies that 
have become part of the Indian film 



festivals have led to a growing demand for 
the need to give each major film producing 
city in India a festival of its own If such a 
festival IS granted full autonomy and is 
organised by the industry in the city 
concerned, it would be able to develop a 
character exclusively its own 1 he C alcut 
ta event would then be different from the 
one in Bombay, and that would add to the 
excitement 

Among the many other benefits that 
would accrue from such separate festivals 
would be a considerable deciease in orga 
nisational hitches that are brought about 
by the unwieldy magnitude of the existing 
festival 

A ccording to Derek Malcolm film critic 
of T/ie Gudrdidn, it would be a good 
idea to introduce an exclusive section of 
Asian films He feels that such a move 
would provide a showcase for Asian cine 
ma and enhance the piestige of the 
festival But can one expect a directorate 
that IS a prisoner of bureacratic tangles to 


take risks’’ The du'ector of festivals, Mrs 
Urmila (lupta, pleads inabibty to turn the 
fortunes of the festival around overnight 
‘I am a lowly government official who has 
to follow rules and regulations I really 
cannot do anything of my own accord, ” she 
said 

A source in the directorate said that the 
organisers were never left with enough 
time to mount a blemishless festival be 
cause they spent almost the entire year 
sjpervsing the screenmgs of foreign and 
Indian film packages ui different aties of 
the country “This year, it was not until 
the first week of November that we got 
down to work ui nght earnest,” he said 
Contrast this with the system tliat prevails 
at the major festivals and you will know 
why the Indian festival is gasping for 
breath bald Ms Valliant, director of the 
Mannheim festival, "As soon as our festiv 
al ends, the entire staff goes on leave for a 
week And the moment they return, 
preparations begin for the next festival " 
That, perhaps, tells the whole story ■ 




W hen Iho to.it (if tht lions and tiKots 
t(>\plH‘iate thioujili till ni>>lU. you 
know the tirdis has lonie to 
tow'll I hen call still (onjutes up some of 
the niajjK lemembered from ihildhood 



RAINBOW 


like to die a perfomiet It is not only 
enteitainment it is a foim of wiorship, the 
wot ship of exiellence 

M V Velayudhan, a tlowTi, can beat 
any of the petfoiiners at their own ({amc 
even at age 60 He excels in all the items 
performed on si.ige He took part in Meta 
Naam Joker and still possesses the letter 
that Kaj Kapoot gave him to mail to his 
family if any accident occured while shoot 
ing the tightto|)e sequemes ‘ lo make 
people laugh IS out business; he says 
Wc liaee to come up with pianks to bring 
smiles to the gracest of faces ’ Many of 
the jokers are dwarves I hey are allowed 
no place in society It is a cruel fact that 
these midgets are able to make jieople 
laugh by yirtue of then si7e oi then lack 
of It But at the same time, at least in the 
circus, they haye somewhere they can 
earn then livelihood and command a pi,ice 
in society 

Cyclist I’nva is coriceitied about her 
child s welfaie and Icxiks toiward to the 
d,iy when she will be able to send her child 
to a residential school so that she will not 
have to nsk hci life to earn her daily 
bi ead 

Kabindia Kajita I’arvati Nani Chheru 
Anandan and Balaktishnan arc very young 
childien Ihev have to peifoim at the 
arena everyday then parents left them 
with the manager of the c n c us pocketed 
the money and went home there are no 
facilities for schooluig the children they 






Behind the glitter and magic of the 
circus lies another world which we laiely 
get to see Routine in the circus me.ins 
bathing the elephants training the lions 
and tigers It mc.iris pi.ictising the tight 
rope foi the aciobats and foi the clowns 
const.int invention of new pranks gags 
and exciting items to amuse or litill.ite the 
crowds which glow nioie and more 
dem,Hiding as othei forms of enter tain 
ment such as the television spread theu 
tent,dies D.mgei and tension become 
constant c oiiip inioiis 
Some like the lite some don t Retiuka 
a tightrope walker fiom Assam married to 
ringmaster Ravi savs Sometimes we 
ieel this Is like hell We have to play with 
fire liteially all the time Ra\i shows his 
amis and legs full of bruises and says 
‘ Ihesc are the iiailmaiks of my tigeis If 
you force them to perfomi when they 
don’t want to you have to face the music 
Baby is in charge of the uruiiamed girls 
and children She shouldei s fiv e girls in the 
*»ng as they perform and more outside it 
e sayS, "The circus is my bfe I would 
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<ire trapped because the urcus is all they 
have and the tntks they are taught are all 
they know When they grow up most of 
them have little choice but to remain ui the 
business 

Hobday is an unfamiliar word to most 
circus people Ihey aie few and far 
between afforded only when travelluig 
from one place to the other I here is little 
free time foi recreation From morning till 
night theie is something that must be 
done I he troupe has to make the circus 
viable and the onlv way to make it viable is 
to work constantly 1 he circus should be 
recognised as a piopcr industry and banks 
loans should be granted tons says the 
owner of a ciicus ttou|)e ■ 












T wenty three km from Choa Saidan 
Shah on the highroad to Kallar 
Kahar, a black top road takes off to 
the south at the vUlage of Chak Khushi. On 
this branch road, turning left at the fork 
just over three km from the village, 
I motorcycled through lovely rolling hills 
where the millet had still not been har¬ 
vested and the usually barren slopes wore 
the post-monsoon veneer of green. 
Another 10 km and 15 minutes later I was 
outside the hilltop village of Malot. 

It is believed that the viQage was found¬ 
ed about 600 years back by a Junjua 
Rajput, Raja Mai, who built a fort and 
named it after himself. Of the fort of Raja 
Mai all that remains is a solitary semi-: 
circular turret, a single gateway and a 
portion of the crenellated wall. But long 
before Raja Mai's time, the Hindu Shahiya 
rulers of the Salt Range built a temple 
consecrated to Lord Shiva in this village. 
The temple is, without a doubt, among the 
finest structures that were ever built in 
Punjab, an excellent amalgam of the Kash¬ 
mirian and (ireco Roman styles of temple 
architecture. 

Constructed as blocks of porous red 
sandstone the only 
two buildings that re¬ 
main today can be 
seen beyond the vil¬ 
lage, at the southern 
edge of the spur 
where it falls precipi¬ 
tously to rocky, bar¬ 
ren ground which in 
turn gives way, far in 
the misty distance, 
to the canal slaked 
farmlands of central 
Punjab. The main 
temple of square 
plan IS built on a high 
plinth of gray sand¬ 
stone with a trefoil 
arched entrance fac¬ 
ing east towards a 
detatched roofless 
building that Alexan¬ 
der Cunningham, the 
archeologist, identi¬ 
fied as a gateway 
The entrance is 

flanked by semi-circular fluted pillars 
springing from stylised bases and ending in 
Doric capitals above which must have risen 
a trefoil arch ending in the semi circular 
drum of the porch which has caved in years 
back. The square interior is absolutely 
plain with no indication of any sculpture or 
image, but Cunningham writes of haying 
been told that a lingam was once enshrined 
in the centre of the room. This he 
believes to be true for "this form of temple 
in Kashmir would seem to have been 
peculiar to the Brahmanical worship of 
Mahadeva." 

The three outside waBs of the temple 


are its most exquisite aspect for they are 
profusely covered with elaborate carvings, 
of which the pillars are the most striking. 
'Fhey can best be described in the words of 
Cunningham: "The shafts of the large 
pilasters have 12 flutes in the semi circle. 
The capitals are of true Kashmirian style of 
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The southern facade of the temple 


above is an arrangement of three miniature 
temples with ornate Shivite spires. Of 
these the one in the centre reaches almost 
to the top of the arch. 

The pyramidal spire or sakhara of the 
temple itself fell so long back that even its 
debris have disappeared. On the roof can 
now be seen an ugly brick and mortar 
protruberance that was added by the Sikhs 
to serve as a lookout sometime after 1810 
when the adherents of Guru Nanak 
overran the Salt Range. The four outside 
corners of the building are recessed with 
massive square columns in the recesses, 
and the overall aspect of the building is so 
impressive that Cunningham found its 
general effect "strikingly bold and pic¬ 
turesque”. 

About 17 metres to the east is the 
rootless hulk that Cunninghain called the 
"gateway”. It has massive walls and a plain 
exterior hut both the north and south walls 
of the Intellor are richly decorated with 
square and round pillars, trefoiled arches 
and miniature temples above ornate cor¬ 
nices. 

The villagers, all Muslims, rarely, if 





The temple as seen from the south west and south east: One of the finest structures in Punjab 

ular fluted pillars Doric, with the usual ornamented torus; ever, visit the temple of Malot and stand- 

bases and ending in but the spread of the cavetto or hollow ing lonely and forsaken on the wind blown 

ich must have risen moulding above it,is greater than any of the crest of the spur it has acquired an aura of 

1 the semi circular Kashmirian temples, which are more like inviolate mystery. Local legend connects it 

1 has caved in years the apophyges of the Greeks” Above to the Kauravas and Pandavas of the 

erior is absolutely these columns rise twin trefoiled arches. Mahabharata, but in fact it was built much 


W ithin the space enclosed by the large 
pilasters is an arrangement of smaller 
pilasters supporting an ornate cornice. The 
capitals of these smaller pillars are sur¬ 
mounted by figures that are clearly 
Brahmanical, though badly mutilaled- 
more an act of nature than vandalism. 
Below the cornice is a trefoiled arch, while 


inviolate mystery. Local legend connects it 
to the Kauravas and Pandavas of the 
Mahabharata, but in fact it was built much 
later; sometime early in the ninth century 
AD when the Salt Range was ruled by the 
Hindu Shahiya rulers from their capital at 
Waihind. 

Apart from this surmise based on 
architectural style, nothing is known of the 
mysterious temple of Malot or of the kings 
and priests who ordered its construction 
to appease Shiva the Destroyer.* 
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Vishma, Subhendu, Mamata, Soumitra and Ruma in Kay's Ganashatru 


All Ifilormatlon givtn 
on thast pagis Is accU' 
rala at lha lima ol 
going to grass. 


RhC.ULAK snows 


Hindi Films 


• Aag Ka Gola Optn (Itnin 
Siiini 281H19) 1 shovvs 
lluti.t(db\ l)i\id Dhmin ind 
uitli inusK bv Kippi I ihiii lh< 


him sliis Sunny Dtol Dimple 
Kipidii Shukti Kdpooi Ka/i 
Murid uid Prem Chupu 

• Chandni Buridise (BcntiiKk 
Stretl 28S412) 12 US h dO 

A film by \ ish Chopi i slirimj, 
Sndtvi Rishi Kipo< i imd \imxl 
Kh mn i 1 ht musn is by Shiv 
H in 

• Maha Sangram Ontiil (Ben 
tinck Stmt 2H19t ) Mijestu 
(Kill Ahnud Kidw ii Kind 
2)22()t>) Kiishni (1 L Dutli 
Street 2*Ut( I Puiiiisnt (Ki|i 
K ij Kissen Street nlOH) Jdy,it 
(Aelniy I Prifulli Chindti Rind 


tbSlOH) Kigini (Bvlivhati Miin 
Road )(i (2M) 

Directed by Mukul S Anand and 
with mtisii by Ainiid Milind the 
chiefitti iitiiiiis ire ViiiikI Miinni 
(lovinda Midhuii Dixit Adityt 
Pine boll and Stnkti Kapnoi 

• Maine Pyar Kiya Hili (S N 

Bmetjee Roid 2ll»» 10 49 

2 19 9 to « 49 

Slim in Khin and Bhigyishrcc 
lit tiu It III |>ui III this film 
dirtrlrd by Swit ij K Biijitiyi 
I he music IS by Kiini Iixinin 

• Pyar Ke Naam Qurban Jy iti 
(LtninSiiini 211H'’) 4 shows 


Satabdi Roy and Tapas Paul in Anuraag 


Mithun Chakraborty and Dimple 
Kapadia are the lead pair in this B 
Subhash film The music is by 
Bappi Lahin 

• Rihaee (A) Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue 27247J)—4 
shows Moonlight (T C Dutta 
Street 29499b) Basusree (S P 
Mukherjee Road 478808) Sree 
(Bidhan Sarani 551519)—all noon 
show 

A film by Aruna Kaahe starring 
Vinod Khaimi llcma Malini and 
Niseeruddin Shahf The music is 
by Sharing Dtv 

• Souten Kl Betl Roxy (Chowr 
uighie Place 284128) 4 shows 

Jectendri Rekha andjaya Prada 
ire the mam altrictions The film 
IS directed by Snwin Kumar and 
the music is by Vedpaal 


Bengali Films 


• Anuraag Radha (Bidhin Sira 

ni 99J049) Metioki (Sirat Chat 
terjee Avenue 410417) Aloe 
hhayi (beinghati Mam Road 
199099) Mini Jiyi (1 ake 1 own 
97J91b) 1 shows 

Tapas Paul Satabdi Roy 
Nayana Das Subhendu Clutter 
jee Anup Kumir iiid Ruiin 
Guhathakurta eompnse the cist of 
this film dmected byjahir Biswis 
ind music by Ushi Khanna 

• Ganashatru Mitra (Bidhan 
Sanni 991111) Praehi (Aeharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road 
271282) Basusree (S P Mukher 
tee Road 478808) Bmi (Bidinii 
Sar nil 291090)—2 shows 

A film bv Sityijit Kiy whose 
c 1 st includes Suumitn Chitlerjec 
Dtepinkit De Dhritmnn Chitter 
jtc Subhendu Chitteiyee Vishnia 
(lUlia Ihikuita Mamata Shinkir 
Hid Kunn (luhithikurti 

• Manasi Dirpana (Bidh in S ir i 
111 99H( 80) Puma (S P Mukhet 
jee Roid 474507) 2 shows 

Dmecled by Anjin Mukhcijet 



and with music by Asit G iiiguly 
the 11 st me ludi s I apas Paul S m 
chill Midhibi Souniitri Rupi 
(iniguly and Aiyun Chikriborty 

• Qaidl Srcc (Bidhin Sit ini 

991919) Puribi (Milntmi (iirdhi 
Roid 290080) Upali (Russa 
Roid 478600) 1 shows 

Dmected by lony Juniji ind 
with musii by Annu Milik the lead 
stiis ire Biswijcct Abhisek Chat 
teryce hman Juneja Utpal Dutt 
and Om Pun 

• Swarna Trisha Kuphini 
(Bidhan Sarani 591412) Aruna 
(Mahatmi Gindhi Roid 199901) 
Bhar id (S P Mukhcryet Road 
474686) 1 4 7 

Dueeted by Mangil Chaknbor 
ty ind with music by Salil Chow 
dhui y the film stars Mithun Chak 
raborty and Japanese actress Hisa 
kn Kato Also m the cast ire Abhi 
Bhattaeharva Pradeep Kumar 
Prem Cliopri Javashree T and 
Yogeeta Bali 






• Awurgi (A): Paradue (Ben- 
tinck Street; 286442), Crown (R«6 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 244822), 
Nmz (Lower Chitpur Road; 
277»3). Ubetty (CMttarM^an 
Avenue; SS3046). Stee (BMhan 
Sarani; 551515), Upala (Rutaa 
Road; 478666). 

A film by Maheih Bhatt, star¬ 
ring Aid Kapoor, (jovbida and 
Meenakshi Seshadri. The music is 
by Aimu Malik. 

• Baap Niunbrl Beta Dua 
NuinbrI: Orient (Bentinck 
Street; ^1917), Gem (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road; 
249828), Krishna (T.C. Dutta 
Street; 250437). 


28 January: 6 pm 

The concluding evening of 
Prayas Kab Kunt's Natyotsav 90 
features the Hindi play. Char Ke 
Char Mor (direction. Mohan 
Tiwan). 

At Kala Mandir (B) 
(Siakespeare Sarani; 449086). 

'28 January onwards 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by PSrag Adhikan and others 
in the West Gallery. 

• Pradosh Paul will hold a week- 
kmg exhkiition of paintings in the 
North Gallery. 

o Solar Artists Cvcle wd hold its 
week-kmg exhibition of pamtings m 
the New South Gallery. 

• An exhibition of Dagwar Das- 
gupta's paintings, organised by 
Mu Mu^r Bhavan till February 
5, in the Central Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedrd Road; 284302). 

28 January onwards: 3 pm to 
8 pm (except Mondays) 

An exhibition ol water colour by 
Biren De tl February 24. 

At Calatie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sarani). 

28 January: 2JO pm A 6J0 
pm: 29 A 31 January: 6 JO pm. 

ICCR wid Gitee Apura present 
the Great Chinese Show of acroba¬ 
tic feats. 

At Netsp Indoor Stadium. 

30 January: 7 pm; 31 Janu¬ 
ary: 11 am 

ICCR and British Deputy High 
Conanisaian British (^ouncfl Ihvi- 
siaapKsent Pan Project, London'a 
Sbakti (the power of women), 
chonograpbed and performed by 
MaAka SarabhaL Dtrectkau jcdui 
Mai^ 

At G.D. Bkta Sabhagar (Oueoi 
Fbrfc). 


TRAVEL 


morn: AH MtImH and do- 


Calantta>Baaibay-Landan* 
Now York: Oep. iXh Al-IOl at 
0250; Dep. (6): AI-309/A1-101 « 
0215. 

Calcutta-Dolhl-Romo* 
Ftanhfurt: Dep. (7); Al-1651/ 
AI-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delki-Paria-London:, 
Dep. (7); A1-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calctttta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5); AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delbi- 
Caicutta: Arr. (7); AI-112/A1-’ 
1122 at 0330. 

Prankfurt-Rome-Delbl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

Loadon-Deihi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1); A1-132/AI-1320 at 1340. 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
(Talcutta-Dubal-Moscow: Dep. 
(4); SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1, 4): RI-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4): RI-181 at 0830. 
Belgradc-Calcutta-Beijinf: 
Arr. (1); jU-492 at 0955; Dep. (1); 
JU-492 at 1055. 

Bcijlng-Calcutta-Belgrade: 

Air. (1); JU493 at 2325; Dep. (2): 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Caicutta-SIngapore: Dep. (2); 
S(M16 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2); SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Caieutta-Bangkok: Air. (2. 4, 
n IC-232 at 1640. Arr. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Calcutta-Katbmandu: Dep. 
(1): RA-214 at 1250, Oep. (3); 
RA-214 at 1050, Dep. (5): RA-214 
at 1650, D^ (2, 3, 4, 6, TY. 
IC-247 at 1740; Air. (1): RA-213 
at 1150, Air. (3): RA-213 at 0950, 
Air. (5): RA-213 at 1550, Air. (2, 
3. 4, 6, 7): lC-248 at 1640. 
DalU-CalcnUa-Dhaka: Arr. 
(4): IC-443 at 0830; Dep. (4): 
K:-443 Id 09ia 

Dbaka-Calentta-Dalhl: Arr. 
(4): IC-444 at 1110; Dep. {Ak 
IC-444 at 1150. 

Calcutta-Dbaka: Dep. (daily): 
BC-062 at 1200, Dep. (2, 3); 
Bd-094 at 1730, Dep. (1, 4, 5. 6, 
7): BG-094 at 1900, Dep. (1, 2, 3. 

5. 6. 7): lC-223 at 1410, Oep. (4): 
IC-443 at 0910, Arr. (daily): BG- 
081 at 1115, Air. (2.3): B<^ at 
1845>, Anr. (1. 4, & & 7); BG-093 
at 1745, Air. (1, 2, 3. 5, 6, 7): 


lC-224 at 1610, Ait. (4): IC-444 at 
1110. 

Caleuttn-adnagOM: Dqi. (2. 

5): BG-696 at 1245, Dep. (3, 6): 
1C-22S at 1445; Air. O, 5): BG- 
697 at 1145, Air. (3, 6): iC-226 at 
1705. 

Cakuttn-Pnro: Dep. (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2, 5): KB-105at 
1330. 


fndin AMbmBmmm 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (dady): IC- 
263 at 0700, IC-763 at 1340 and 
IC-402 at 1710; Air. (dady); IC- 
401 at 1200, IC-764 at 1835 and 
IC-264 at 2210. 

Cakuttn-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
1C-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 1920; 
Air. (dady): IC-175 at 0610 and 
IC-274 at 1830. 

Cnkutta-Madraa: Dep. (dady): 
IC-765 at 1715; Air. (dady): IC- 
766.at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Oep. (dah 
ly): IC-771 at 0705; Arr. (dady): 
IC-772 at 1240. 

Calcutu-Hydenibad: Dep. (1, 
a 4, 7): IC-277 at 1745; Air. (1,2, 
4, 7); IC-278at221& 
Cakutta-Ranchi: Dep. (dady): 
IC-205 at 1330; Air. (dady): 1C- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcntta-Pataa-Lueknow: 

Dep. (1, a 5, 7): lC-235 at 1130; 
Air. (1, a 5. 7): IC-236 at 1630. 
Caktttta-Vliag-Madras: Oep. 
(a a a 7): IC-S42 at 0555; Air. 
(a a 5, 7): IC-S41 at 1225. 
Caleutta-Bort Blair Dep. (a 4, 

6):lC-285at054S;Air. (a4, ^ 
.IC-286 at 101& 

Calentta-Varanaal- 
OorakkpurCakttttn: Dep (4, 
6): IC-281 A 1700; Air. (4, Sk 
IC-281 at 2045. 

'Cakuttn-Bhubaneawan Dep 
(1. a 4, 7): IC-269 at 1710; Air. 
(I,a4, 7):IC-270atl93a 
Calentta-Bknbaaaawar- 
Nagpnr-Hydarabad: Dep (a 
a .6): 10-268 at 1710; Air. (a 5 
6): IC-270at 1840. 


Caktttta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6); Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-CUcutta: Air. (5): AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Caicutta-DeiU: Oep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Oelhi-CkacutU: Air. (1): AI- 
1320 at 1340.; Air. (7): AI-1122 at 
0330. 


Cakntta-Oawahatfi Dep (dai¬ 
ly): lC-703 at 0605 and £-229 at 
1320; Air. (dady): K-TOd at 0855 
and IC-230 at 16ia 

Calentta-Onwafeatl-DImapar: 

Dn a a a 7): ic-aisMm 

and Dep a 4.«: IC-219at 1110; 
Ait. (1. a a 7): lC-220 at 1045 
and Ait. a a 6): K>280atiSSa 
Calcntta-Onwabatl-TMMV* 
Jarhat-Cakatta: Dep a a a 
8k. IC-213 at UlO; Air. (1. a 4 
^IC-213atiaa 
Caleutta-Taipar-Jarhat- 
GnwabatlCakiittai Dep a a 

7): 10-213 at 1210; Air. (a a 7): 
10-213 at i710. 

Cakatta-lmpkal: Dep (drib): 
10-257 at 0620; Air. (lUIrkK- 
258 at 0900. 

Caleutta-Dlbniiarh: Dap (ikd- 

ly): 10-201 at 1^ Anr. (dtty): 
10-202 at 124a 

Caicatta-Agartala-Silchar: 
Dep (a 4, 6): 10-237 at 0610; 
Air. (2, 4. 6): 10-238 at KBa 
Cakutta-SilchaR Dap (dady): 
10-255 at 0600; Air. (driyklC- 
256 at 1010. 

Sikhar-Imphal-Mkhan Dep 
(dady): 10-258 at 0730; Air. (dai- 


M: 10-260 at OOOa 
Odcutta-Bagikgra: Dap (<U- 
lyh 10-221 at 060a Air. (Myh 
10-222 at 0 B 2 a 

Cakuiia-Agaitala: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): 10-741 at 0945 and 10-743 at 
1300. Dep (2. 4, 6): 10-243 at 
0610; Air. (daily): 10-742 at 1205 
and (C-744 at 1520. Arr. (2. 4,6); 
10-244 at 1030. 


Calcutta-ShUlonf-GHwniMtt 
SUebar Dap (dady): lY'-TOl at 
0940; An. (dady): PF-7Q2 at 1660, 
Cakutta-Caoeh Bnkan Dep 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PP-707at0610; Air. 
(2,4,6,7):PP-70Bat08ia 
Calanttn-Onwnhatl-Jorhnt* 
LOiAaiil-DIbrHVurh: Dep (L 
3. 5k 7): nr-708/73Sat0B15; Air. 
a 3k 5. 7): PP-710/736at 172& 
Calentta-lmphal-Dimapur: 
Oep (2, 4k ek PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. a4,6):PF-728atl745. 
Cakuttn-Agartaln-Kamalpv- 
Kailaabar-Agartak-Caieutta: 
Oep (2, 4k PF-729 at 0650; 
Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-730M 1040. 
Calenttn-Jamabadpttfi Dm. 
a 3. 5): PP-717 atO^ Aar. a 
3l5);FF-718at0600. 
Cakntta-Agartala: Dap a 3, 
«k 7): FT'TTOA at 0560; Anr. (1.3k 
5k 7)PP-73QAat0630. 
CakMta-AhnwI-saehaR Dap 
fdOry. FF-706 at 1120; Air. (di- 














MPF-TWitieiS. 
Calevtta-Raarkcia-Raacki: 
Dep. (1, a 5): PF.715 at 0600; 
Atr. (1, a5):PF-716atl02S. 
CaleBtti-Gumhatl'LlklMurl- 


Zlro-DiVariio: D^. (2, 4, Q): 
Vf-m at 0030; Arr. (a 4, 6): 
PP-722 at 1805. 

Calentta-Gnwabatl* 
Dibnigarh'Paaalgiiat-AloBg: j 


Oq>. (1, a 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1, a 5): PP-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta'Jaiiiabedpiir'Patiiai 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PP-72S at 0550; 


Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Dbaabad'Gaya 
Pataa-Dbaabad'Calcatta 
Dep. (1, a 5): PF-737 at 0600 
Ait. (l.a5);PF-738atU00. 


Oepailure 

EAtTfRN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Dapi 

PUIS SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnMI 

Up 

Time 

BumnOt 

Time 

Do 

UP 

Tina 

Momrmh 

Tbno 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi KaUia Mail 

020 

2312 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mail 


3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-,10 

8001 

3003 

2000 

Bombay aMll via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naw Dalhi) Ex- 
pieea via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep —Tuea, Thurs & Sat 

Ani— W«l FrI A .Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2860 

13-25 

Qltan|all (Bombay) Expresa 

14-15 

2859 





8034 

21-25 

Ahmedobod Expresa 

4-15 

8033 





8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



proaa via Patna 

Dep —Mon , Wed , FrI A Sun 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expresa 

Dep —Tuea 

13-45 

2612 



AnI —Mon, Tuea Thurs 5 





Arrl—Sun 





Sal 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

6014 

2301 

10-30 

Rajdhanl Expraaa 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

soil 

6-20 

■spot Express 

21-55 

6012 



WMk 



8005 

21-45 

Bembolpur Expraaa 

6-45 

8006 



Dep —Mon, Tues. Thurs. Fn 



8015 

21-15 

Rorwhl Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 



A Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Purl Expraaa 

5-30 

8006 



Am —Tues . Wed , Thurs , 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 



Sat A Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Ohaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

Himgirl (dammu-Tawi) Exp. 

11-10 

2374 

8079 

23-15 

Tlrupotl Express 

4-30 

8060 



Trl-Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14 45 

8046 



Dep—Tues, Fri A Sat 





pTAM 





Am —Tues, Wed A Sat 



8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

11-30 

8018 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



Dep—Except Saturday 





pr«M 





Arri—Except Sunday 





Dep-Mon A Thurs 



2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 

22-15 

— 



Am —Thurs A Sun 





Trivandrum Central Exprass 



3009 

2005 

Boon Express via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrsh- 

13 45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Exprsss via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 



Ouwahoti Express 



3049 

13-05 

Amritaer Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Expceas via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13 45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Quwahstl Weekly Express 





Main Line 





(via VIsakhapatnam A 



3019 

1605 

Lucknow Expresa 

11-55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

Mithlia Express 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

600 

Kanchen|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochln Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kaimup (Guwahali) Express 

8-30 

5660 



Terminus Weekly Expresa 



3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Expraaa 

21-25 

3318 

3030 



(via Howrah A VIsakha- 



3029 

17-15 

Coallleld Express 

10-30 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expresa 

8-45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North BHiar Express 

4-15 

3026 



Buperfasl Express 





Dep—Wednesday 





(via VIsakhapatnam A 





Arrl—Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wtdy Expraaa 

Dep —Tues, Thurs A Sat 
Arrl—Mon, Thurs A Sal 

6-00 

3072 

2674 

22-35 

Dep —Tues . Fn A Sun 

Arrl —Tues. Wed A Fn 

Guwahstl-Bangalore City 
Weekly Expresa (via Howran 

22-15 


3015 

9-55 

Santinikelan Express 

15-45 

3016 





2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly BupeifasI Express 

Dep—Thurs, Sat A ^n 

7-30 

2160 


14-10 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

Bangalore CIty-Quwahatl 
Weekly Express (vis Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



Arrl-Tuea. Wed A Thurs 







1171 

15-25 

Bhipra (Indore) Expraaa 

Dep— Tims A Wad 

730 

1172 



A Cuttack) 

Monday only 





Aid-Sat A Son 



2610 

22-35 

Potna-Cochln Harbour Tor- 

22-15 


3327 

15-25 

Shaktjpuni (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



minus Weekly Exprass (via 





f 1 wttfcN gypriM 

Dap & Arr—Mon & Fri 





Howrah) 

Thursday only 





StmUmh 




14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 

13-45 

2609 

3143 

19-00 

Oarjeellna IM 

8-45 

3144 



HowrMi) 



3163 

21-40 

Qour Express 

Jammu Tawl Express 

Mughal Baral Exprass via 
S8G Loop 

8-16 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

16G0 

315^ 

ENOUIRIEB: For round the eloek Inforillutlon of Eastern 

3133 

20-45 

12-50 

3134 

Railway trahw. pleeae cHel 203B48-84 for In-comino trains; 





203B3B44 for 

an other biformetlons. For 

InformAtion 

3103 

18-20 

Bhagbelhl (Lalgoia) Expraaa 
Chhapra Express 8I-W«ek1y 

10-25 

3104 

about reaervMlona on Eeatom and South Eestem Railways 

5185 

12-40 

4-30 

5188 

trabia, dial E03B0O (from 8 am to B pm on weekdays and B 



Dep A Am—Wed A Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sunrlayn and gasatted hoHdrwal- 









.' '-nc'-:- 


Wic 


TRIM FIQUREI What can you draw to eomplalo ttw dot aoona 
above? To find out. add eonnactlnf llnoa from 1 to 2, 3, ate. 


• AGE GAP< In three years, Adam will be three times as 
old as he was three years ago How old is he now? 
You re supposed to reply in a minute 

|U98«Jd It P|0 tittX M't «l tH 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


7. XXXXXXX 


AOtKA-LETTEN STEPtWORDSI 
Add one letter In each slap, rear¬ 
ranging lenars as necaasaiy, to 
lorm a pyramid ol words with the 
loltar T on top, according to the 
toSowIng dellnitlont 

1,1, To a—tiatlsr T, abeady In 
placa). 

2. Stiort toot labto.l 

3. Diet eonaam, 

4. UMmata and. 

5. Subaaquani to. 

•. WhKa water navlgatar. 

7. Mara distant 

Remembar, each word in Ow 
pyramid is one letter longer than Its 
pradecaasor 

ixats i 

wm s nnv « Wd > ns c u s 11 


• SUM LUCKI •• yeti 
wqhM Mw • kNky dharm 
to fond off ovH dpirit*, dh7 
Sotno ol tbo oMdOt of diidh 


e^Pp OVIOWrs 

Simply arraiigo thaaa 
iHoHa to form a mafia 
aqiiaro totaMnf 18 In aH 
tUraotlona—ddroaa. doom 
and (Haanonaly. Ona poa- 
siblllty h fivan balow. 


Miuaaas itsmattfuu-m 


a man Hi 
i-m Ml Si 


FUNSPOT 


SEA QOINOI We're hare — lind a spot, raise the umbrella, on with 
lha funi Colors. 1—Rad 2—Lt bhia. 3—Yellow. 4—tt purpto. 
S— Flesh tones, a—U groan. 7— Ok. brown. S— Orange. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all lha 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

ARGUMENT 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six dlller- 
andes in drawing details balwaen top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you hnd them’ Check answers with those below 
luSJSHip SI iKudy jSssuis si itio^ S wiisun « xssis r 
luajstiip « pnoio c Buistiui n lemisMO 2 loaiesip aaus^ l sasuanitia 


THEN score 3 points each for all 
words of lour lefters or miKa 
found among the letters 

Try fa score at least Sd pomts. 

auisO ujoi uKiesut SMittOd 






































/M Manx 21-^ 20 
^*1 FrIofKia wollwlalMra, 

_J lo«r«n, swaothMrto, 

•uperton and coUaaguM wll all 
pitch in tor you. Eiipoct a tarrfflc 
bout of tova and laughter. Ro- 
manoaandaooWWngwM wnf 
I to away ydlir bank balwwa, but 
It win ba worth k. HaaHh will not 
ba a probteffl If you kaap ragular 
dtelary habHa. Traval la fated 
apadally tha flrat tour days. 

rail AURUS 

■ aart 21-M|y 20 

• You wm be working 

- with a wW and pur- 

poaa. Expect happy results by 
March latest You wW And tha 
tbna to giva gifts and receive 
•miles. Your h^ work and paU- 
anoe wfll be rewarded. As long 
as you do not overeat or drink 
too much all will be weil.lteval tor 
arorh and pleasure is strongly 
todicated. You win find tea Ur^ 
tor giving your house a facelift 
and taHdng to your children 

EMINI 

■ Miy 21-JutW 20 

^ Journeys, happinoss, 

_ legacies, loans and 

soma extra cash wHI come In. 
Think twice before you give your 
heart as ha or she may not be 
loyal. Financially, all will be weN. 
Investment s will be made YSu 
healih win lake a turn for the 
belter. But ektors and relatives 
need your help. A transfer or 
shift or a ioumey is probable. 

ST ANGER 

. Jurw 21—July 20 

^ You must safeguard 

_ your health. But 

wealth and happiness wHI be 
yours. Your sweet heart or male 
wW act difficutt. But you wll 
finally get what you want. Invest¬ 
ments, buying, seHmg, loans and 
funds arehlghUghted. Travel tor 
work or personal reasons is an 
Important lealure of February 
and March. The home needs 
touching up, Installation of 
gadgatry, or a fresh coat of palnl. 


■ j Jvir 21—Augua 2i 

Healtti, Job^ part- 

I_ neralHps are the trio 

whM) could cause you some 
anxiety. Romance and passion 
are also paradoxically destined 
for you Financial pressures are 
indicatod as promises might 
not bo kept by oftiers. In matters 
of health, a medical chedr-up is 
a d ifte a bie. Travel Is a sb^ 
tealuss In Fsbnrary. Home con¬ 



ditions may be topsy-turvy. 
Health of parsnis will cause con¬ 
cern. 

IRGO 

AuguM 22-8apl 22 

You will put in a 

_ tremendous effort 

arxi reap rich rewards but your 
health needs cars You will work 
and play hard Your efforts will 
bo appreciated though col- 
leaguM and subordinates will be 
jealous A Mtte extra cars or 
health will help you. You win be 
shifting, commuting or thinking of 
long dlstanoe connections. Your 


creativity will be truly remark¬ 
able. Children will give delight. 

n IBRA 

. Sapisa—Od 22 
m Romance, children 

_ and propel will give 

tremendous joy But the health 
of elders causes anxiety. Ro¬ 
mance Is in the offing. You win 
have the money to sell or 
Invest. Slight emotional or 
physical upsets should be taken 
In your stride It wlH be traval 
time In February and April Chil- 
drsn will be tha joy of your life. 
Property matters are highlighted. 
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CORPIO 

Oal23-Mw22 


A home 


me aww fr 
.renovation I 


decoraHon, buying and sellng 
and an imjMitanl Journey awafi 
you In Fdbruary. to rom a nca 
expscf highs and tows, knportsnl 
financial transa^ons are bxH- 
cated In February. You wlH have 
a lot of tension this weak, thate- 
fore, relaxation and real are 
absolutely neoessa/{i. Tha home 
from WM be MghNghtod. ChHdrsn 
wflkgivs satisfactnn. 

AQITTARiUS 

Now 23-Ows 20 

News, views, mas- 
_ sages, correspond¬ 
ence, bavai and communtoaiton 
wW be MghHghlad. You wW love 
and be adored Expect a good 
amount of (iKxiey before the end 
of March. This trend starts now. 
Health improves and th ere ftie 
you will be able to work better. 

APRiCORN 

■ . Dm 21-Jan IS 

You Will Wine and 

_ dbw. go tor business 

deals and expainlon. Romance 
wHl hum In your heart Buying, 
selling. Investments, ranovatiorw 
aiKl decoration are the htohUghta 
of the month On the health from 
you writ not have any major 
problem Unless absolutely 
essential for business reasons, 
there Is no need to travel. Home 
conditions will demand attention. 

QUARIUS 

/Jb Jon 2a-F«b IS 

^ “ The new moon In 

- your sign wW make 

you dynamic.active and ex¬ 
tremely determined. This in turn 
wHI h^ you to succeed. The 
comHUons and the setting are 
Ideal for romanca Once again 
expenses will skyrocket. But 
you will earn a good deal now. 
Minor health problems are possi¬ 
ble. You dear enes could be 
hospitalised You wW have to 
travel midweek. 

I8CES 

Ftb iS-Mareh 20 

You wM be quite In- 

_ trospective. Travel 

will become one of the main 
trends now. Health could poaa to 
be a bit of a problem. Secret 
affairs as wen as opsn ttea sre 
the hallmark of thia week. You 
wHt earn ntoney from more than 
one aource and thus meat your 
financial commitments. You wW 
puH through spiandldly haafth 
wise, provided you doni overaaL 
Fabtutfy and March wW high- 
Hghi travel. ChHdren, home and 
trj^ wM keep you busy.. 
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IM TME CJfPice® OF THB BOMWO. 
BMBA9SV - 


MlEAWCiA, PIP you 
OEDER SO«E 
COSMETICS 


n. 




AS ME-MAN AMP OEKO IMVESTIGATE A 

bash of disappearing JEW/ELR/ 


fWAT FACICASE 
IT'S MORE OF 
EVIL-LVN'S y 
FOREVA ' ^ 

PRODUCTS' ^ 


'ipi ■#'/'< 


I SME'S MADE QUITE AW 
IMPACT. MOW MER face 

IS ow magazine covers 

INSTEAD OF WANTED 
__ PDSIERS' 





■’•f? 


MACAME, TWE MEMBERS ) YOU CAN T 
OF TME PRESS ARE v^WIDE FOREVER, 
SeOWIMG IMPATIENT^ Me MAM ' IT'S 

^yOUR DUTV TO TELL 
THE PUBLIC IF yoU'RE 
DESTITUTE 
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MAYBE CLARICE WOULD LIKE 
THIS SAMPLE ' I U_ MAV£ TO 
FIND SOME WAV TO CALM HER 
Down once you 

SUP OFF ' 





J» 


A SECRET PASSAGE- 
THIS IS GREAT' 
where DOES ITGO' / 


h ' 




r eternia park 

/ BEING ABLE TO 
' MAKE A FAST 
EKIT'S AN 
IMPORTANT RAPT 
OF AN ambassador's 
BAG or TWCKS t ,—- 




r ij'. ’ 


ifif 


THANKS, MIRANDA 
PLEASE SEND 
A MESSAGE TO 
THE PALACE IF j 

anything tzjrms/ 
UP missing M 


DON T WORRY HE MAN 
THE ONLY THIMg 
' missing Will be 

CLARICE‘‘5 CHANCE 
TO INTERVIEW you ' 


i 



r 


^ ^ hr 






















HSHEDOUT 
INDIA'S FIRST 
MULTICOLOURED | 
; MBTAUJCS 

Vou've never keJ nicli a n^ncient 
cboice (or your interion. MelJlica. 
'MultioolouieJ laminatea (or tlie 6nt ■ 
{fane in India. Crafted in coOalioiBtion 
Iqtk tlie innovaton of tliit 
iwnder^nir^, Debodur of Weat 
Oeimany. 

^^detaUka. Sheet after ikeet of iheer \ 

i|^endour, made with the flawlMi 
-vapour' technique. To offer giadoua 
notectkm againet everyday vagariei like 
doat, acratchea, ataina and moiatuw. 

Come, experience the eloquent ahadea 
and deaigna of MetaOica. they already 
■peak at]de in Eutr^ and the USA. On 
nunitute, doota, puela, counter akirtinga 
of hotela, lohhiea, hare, ofhce oreaa, ahop 
wfaulowa and diatiiiguiahed dwellinga. 

MctaBioa ia created for your excluai^' 
lifaat)de hy Caprihana — The people who 
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BoiMJ-AMNBrkiaieeal- t WNaAt^ 
ly let ta dttfen. Beii« h’ ^SST^, 
pheiionietKminjoiinimm,i So, 
hMdeci8ioato«nt«raMrty owthi 
wiadhharfoMdfe^^ .< 
is wrong. His tatentli^ ^ 

S3£S«S63^,^aa^ 

has now baoMo# Vtmi 

SSr«‘ 6 .'t(fS ■ 

nent Hk amft Mdut ' adi«M> *$1 : 

cfMnhfHiiirti&ni a«ad not iot^ att , 

havebaentianMoitfew) ' 

M» $ety jle^ 
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■ 1 he tra/i for pop 

musit shows no signs of 
fligging And gliimorous ntw 
slars lie in iking w.i\< s 


*■ A report on d toidside 
zoom the htiitol the city 
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The peacock in its dirt strewn cage: Lonely and foresaken 


wenty-nine Rashbehan Avenue a Bear, some monkeys, a bedraggled 

seems an unhkely place for a zoo. peacock, some exotic birds, a tortoise. 

Especially, if one considers the rabbits and assorted fish have the misfor- 

stinking garbage dump, smoke-filled tea tune of being part of the miserable 

stall and antisocial-infested park that form menagerie on display, 

the other landmarks of the area. And yet. Indignant locals, environment depart- 

Sharmi, the bear: Forgotten instincts 



ment officials and even government 
spokesmen notwithstanding, the "zoo” 
continues to thrive, as it has for tite past 
16 years, with temporary disruption m 
1980 when some “para mastans de- 
piolished the enclosures after a dispute 
bver a murder," according to Subhas Saha, 
advisor to the Malancha Stshu Udayan, the 
committee which has formed the "mini 
zoo ” 

Sharmi Baba, the big, black bear, is the 
prime attraction. She came to her present 
home when she was "an 18-diy-old cub, ’ 
says Saha. Her buthday, December 26, is 
celebrated by “distributing sweets, toys 
and balloons to the local children We de¬ 
corate all the cages with lights that day," 
he adds. 

PutuI Mukherjee, president of the 
Udayan. sits m front of his sweatmeat 
shop in the vicinity. He says. "Sharmi 
loves Campa Cola Whenever the truck 
visits the area, we pour two or three 
bottles into her mouth " Burly and un- 


ZOO 



Trapped in the heart of 
the city, languish a few 

_ animals _ 

Madhavi Irani writes 
about their wretched 
existence 


wavering, he refuses to acknowledge that 
any harm will come to the animals and 
birds if they remain in their concrete 
homes mstead of the open wilds 
What about the teeming traffic, the m- 
.cessant horns and other aty sounds? "The 
animals have become habituated to the 



'isii ISr 

1 .IZ’i 



noise just as we have, ”is his unflinching 
reply And the smoke that regularly eman¬ 
ates from the tea stall adjoining the 
peacock’s cage, or the stink of decompos¬ 
ing waste in the garbage dump? ‘"The 
smoke nses up and doesn’t enter the cage, 
and as for the smell, the animals are used 
to It," he says. 

But his words belie Oie condition of the 
animals. The lone peacock sits forlornly m 
its unke.-npt cage, looking up at the barred 
patch of sky above with vacant eyes. The 
cage floor is httered with refuse, decom¬ 
posing cabbage leaves, a stray rubber ball 












which someone piubablv t,hitw il it 
broken flower pots and bncks I v( ii is 
one stands pitying its squalid homi* tin 
sullen tea stall ownei lights his ing< < ilii j 
Almost at once,isuffocating tlink pill ol 
smoke fills the air, stinging the t yt s ind 
nose and filling the peactxtk s lage Aillhr 
Mukher)ee, another Udayan membei i l 
marks ‘This is a daily ocLiiiTeme Wt 
have asked him to shift his stall but to m 
avail ” 

Phitul Mukheijee adds with i sense of 
pnde "Sharmi is so aciustoimd to us th it 
even though she has esiaped fiom her 
cage twice, she always runs buk inside 
What perhaps he chooses not to conipit 
hend is that the animal knows no bettn 
Her cage is about five ft by six tt with h 10 
ft long narrow extension she s[)e nds he i 
days swaying from one ptw to tlu othi i 
and responding to I lies ol ^huriii ii n 
Unsuspeetmg, she opens liti < nmim 
mouth to anyone who exte mis i lur it \i o 
while Putul Mukhenee 1 1 nrn Mu n ii\ I 



1 rapped 


STORY 


and dust and except for a perch, the cage 
resembles a garbage dump with wcxid 
shavings, discarded plasbc bags and refuse 
littering the floor Their instinct to leap 
and jump seems almost dead and cnes erf 
“aa aa" eliat only a weak sway of a long, 
fiirry tail 

As a senior official m the state environ¬ 
ment department puts it, “The animals live 
in inhuman conditions llie entire concept 
goes against the Wildlife Protection Act 
and environment ministry norms ” Then 
how is It that a crime of this stature is 
perpetuated openly, with apparent offiaal 
conmvance’ The official explains, “About 
seven years ago, when Prasanta Sur was 
mmister of state for urban development, 
he encouraged pavement beautification 
programmes It was then that the locals in 
the area got official sanction for their tem¬ 
porary ‘zoo’ However, at present, there 
IS no legal sanction for such enclosures " 
But if as he says, all such ‘zoos' m the aty 
have been disbanded, why has this one 
been allowed to continue’ 

Mom Sanyal, Calcutta’s deputy mayor, 
while expressmg personal sorrow at the 
pbght of the animals, says nothing can be 
done for them officially—yet "From what 
I have seen when I pass the area, 1 am 
deeply saddened The animals live in m- 



of the other animils will not < it in tillin’ 
other than what wc give tin in It m ii .i\i 
Shanni a bad biscuit slit will knn \ in t it 
ly there ate childitn liki IOm i II 
Mona Sen who admits to piittin wb u 
er I find on the road into hci rii mtl 

T he indifferent ittitudc i • tlu ,x | t 
apart the /no surroiimlin) iie i i 
be tter 1 he luighbouriiig l)i li ipi m '^li i 
mal Park has niissivt gioind littei d 
with the tilth and wiste ol slum d m IK i 
An open unn il and ternpk ot soils \jmiiii 
Mandal stand ilongsidt int \ti\ i nli 
ance with hostile inhibit ints g mg in i it 
their daily chores 1 he one t i\t 11 d i ni 
in the park is filled with w istt iiiiui i d 
says Adhikan This is i den it inli i 
aals ' 

Surprisingly none of the I d iv m iiu 11 
hers seem partieulaily lomiinid ilimit 
the state of the animals S i\ s K il n e h iK 
ravartv a local CPI(M) It ider Wt lii\t 
approached Iloimi Bose MLA to lit Ip u 
clean up the aica but he dots not toiiu 
here any mote Adds Mukh rjet dismi-. 
sively, ‘Local shopkttptis lontribui 
something every mr nth lot the ir npkci p 
But the actual monKejs ir those i lit side 
the cage The dump ind park iie the 
major eyesores 

According to Adhikan tlu mi wis 
handed over by the Coiporition ti the 
Metro Railway when constiuition of the 
underground railway was in piogies-, At 


Unhealthy surroundings 

tt 1 iinplttion the Metio authorities 
1 nded tuck tht spue with money to the 
e oijjoi ilioii to It build the pirk and zoo 
III! te ull pt ik for themseKes 
niys Kbokin iMs i loc.tl vouth there 
w( le ti 11 deer ind four ducks when the 
/III stilted III 14/1 All the deer died and 
mlv 111 dm k leinains’ \ look at the monk¬ 
ey s igi IS e nough to eonvmee one that 
I lit de t e ist d dear escaped the easy way 
1 oeki d into their little world by three sets 
ot gulls the monkeys aie barely visible 
Iht nisted grills are encrusted wnth gnme 


human conditions There have been 
numerous complaints, specially fi’om the 
Aramal Lovers' Society The matter has 
been taken up by the government and we 
yvill take action It is true that Prasanta Sur 
inaugurated the ‘zoo’ but is unfortunate 
that the enthusiasm that marked the pro¬ 
ject at Its conception, is lacking today ’’ 
And while the rabbits languish m a cage 
perched 15 ft above the ground, covered 
wnth cobwebs, and the fish swim in turbid 
water, Calcutta’s citizens debate theu* fu¬ 
ture ■ 
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DNTROVERSY 


PUBLISH AND BE 


S ukunur Kay would have lost all his 
inspiration had he bved long enough 
to see recent publications of some of 
his sidesplittingly funny writings and illus¬ 
trations Not only do books bke Kabita 
Samagra look drab and baring but still 
worse distortions have begun creeping in 
Mis onlv consolation would have been that 
other literary giants have not been spared 
either Clearly publishing standards are 
on the decline 

Ucngaii publishing has be ome solely 
tonfined to reprinting ol old works And 
most publishers have become 'a business 
minded disorganised and unprofessional 
breed only interested in quick monev 
savs an insider Who is to blame for this^ 

I he publisher’ Or is he only one of the 
1 1 C tors responsible’ 

[ he many small publishers mushroom 
mg in every nook and comer of College 
Kow are incesting in lextbooks as they 
sell while general books do not Profit 
motive IS their mam motive comments 
Anil Acharva the editor of Anushtup 
[here IS another group—the more estab 
lished publishers like M C Sarkar and 
Sons Mitra and Cliosh Ananda Pub 
lishers Devs Signet Subarnarekha and 
Pushtak Bipuni—who have limited their 
sphere of publishing 

Ninety per lent of Ananda publications 
are novcL and stones which have already 
appeared in Puja annuals or elsewhere— 
for instance stories bv Abul Eiasha'' 
Ashok Kudni Ananda Bagchi. compara 
lively new names but who have alieady 
gamed some recognition We cannot mtro 
duct wnters who liave no standing for fear 
they won t sell' says Badal Basu. the 
manager of Ananda Publishers Mitra and 

Covers of two Sukumar Ray ^ 
books 



DAMNED 


Bengali publishers 
have given the adage a 
new meaning, says 

Brinda Roy Choudhury.~ 

as yet another 


book fair moves 



into full swing 


S 





1 and uninspiring 


Ghosh too IS repnntmg the works of 
renowned writers Gajendra Kumar Mitra, 
Niharranjan Gupta Bibhulibhushan Ban 
dopadhyay and the like Signet Press is 
foUowuig in their footsteps while M C 
Sarkar is pubbshmg only nun fiction, and 
Pushtak Bipum essays 
Why is Bengali publishmg m this de 
plorabie state’ Why do the miniature 
sketches of Kumropotash Hukomuko 
Hangla and Ramgarur in Sukumar Ray’s 
Kabita Samagra, the drab cover and abys¬ 
mal pnntmg give you a feelmg of great 
disappomtment’ Pauaty of good wnters 
and the high cost of 
paper are the factors responsible, claim 


Many of Sukumar Ray’s best-lo' 

the pubbshers We lost Ashutosh Mukho 
padhyay Samaiesh Basu Pramotho Bishi 
and Mustafa All But tell me who has 
replaced them’ asks Bhanu Rov, the joint 
managmg director of Mitra and Ghosh 
Fht publishing world itself has some 
glanng shortcomings The Bengab pub¬ 
lishing houses do not employ their own 
editors Many publishers come into this 
field when there is notlung bettei to do 
Anup Mahmder, the propnetor of Pushtak 
Bipani admits " 1 have been 11 years in 
the profession I jomed after college with 
no expenence 

Paper cost has abnost tnpled in the 
past 10 years accordmg to Badal Basu 
"What used to cost Ks 40 to pnnt 16 
pages now takes Ks 400 We do not want 
to compromise or standards but many 
small pubbshers do by brmging out Suku 
mar Kav in the way they have To make 
matters worse the authors of Bengab 
books demand a high 20 per cent royalty, 
whereas m the case of Engbsh books, 
which serve a wider market, this is seven 
to 10 per cent 1 his is one of the reasons 
why M C Sarkar and Sons have taken to 
pubbshmg non-fiction entirely where the 
royalty is much less at 10 12 per cent 
Pushtak Bipuni is also publishing essays, 
wherp the royalty is much less 
"Fundsare our primary problem, says 
Suprakash Basu of the Pubbshers and 
Booksellers Guild Besides, pubbshmg is 
still not treated as an industry It is merely 
a trade So, the possibibty of Reserve 
Bank loans with reduced mterest is ml 
Loans are solely given on the basis of a 
pubbsher s mdividual financial status Ten 
years back, the government used to pro¬ 
vide paper at a subsidised rate for chil¬ 
dren’s books.which has now been stopped 

P ubbshers m Kerala have been able to 
confront these problems in a better 
way In the fifties they launched a move¬ 
ment to improve the state of pubbshmg by 







ustrations do not find a place in more recent publications of his works 


fcrmiriK d cooperative 1 hev got a govern 
ment grant installed printing machines 
and conducted market surveys 1 he result 
IS that there is a huge body of 
Malayalani books m the market A similar 
experiment in Bengal however failed 
when Bengali wnters like Premendra Mit 
ra Bu'endra Chattopadhvay and some 
others formed the Lekhak bamabyay 
The publishing scene was once very 
different During the forties wnter Manoj 
Basu ran his own publishing house and 
two other wnters Sumotho Ghosh and 
Gajendranath Mitra set up Mitra and 


Ghosh D K Gupta of Signet Press 
brought about a revolution in pnntmg and 
publishing In the forties and fifties Bud 
dhadev Basu Rabindranath and Saiyed 
Mustafa All were prominent on the Bengali 
literary scene The Panchay (iroup ere 
ated writers like Samar ben Siidhmdra 
nath Dutta and Subhas Mukhopadhyay 

Signet Press introduced Jibananda Das 
gupta and Samar ‘'en but the new genera 
tion of publishers who came in after them 
m the late fifties were not bothered about 
what they were publishmg as a result the 


profession lost its respectability ” The 
new group of publishers were ignorant 
Some of them had even started off as 
press compositors and galley boys and 
came into publishing to make money 
According to Anil Acharya of Anushtup, 
‘This general decline took place because 
the communist party did not consider the 
cultural movement as political Theu' mot¬ 
to was ‘Last front of all fronts is the 
culture front” From the suities the era of 
reprmtmg of old works began and some 
translations of bhakespeare, for mstance, 
thronged the market 

So while vutually all experiments with 
new wnters have stopped, the selected 
few in the profession who are running 
a parallel busmess can venture to 
launch new wnters One such example is 
Indranath Majumder the owner of the 
bcxikstore Subamarekha He has mtro- 
duced a few new wnters 

On the Bengali publishmg scene, hope 
really comes from the little magazme cum 
pubbshers who are here to pursue an 
Ideology Says Acharya, “The Bengab 
psyche lacks the motivation to make a 
collective organisation work agamst odds 
What the publishers do not understand is 
that you have to build up funds by creatmg 
a readership And this can only happen 
through launchmg new experiments with 
new wnters 


BARTER BANK 


• Study material: I offer 
the complete set of Bnlbant’s 
correspondence course for the 
MBBS entrance test, 1988, 
for a Walkman or Hot Shot 
camera or anythmg of corres 
ponding value Contact Soma 
Banetjee, Bock B, Road no 1, 
Contractor’s Area, Bistupur, 
Jamshedpur, Pm 831001 

• Bullworker: I offer a Bull- 
worker 3, for a 35 mm camera 
oraWallonan Contact Jayanta 
Neogi, c/o C K Neogi, PO 
and VtU Chandua, Dist 24 Par- 
ganas (N), Pm 743145, West 
Bengal 

• Stamps, novels and cas¬ 
settes: I offer 100 foreign 
stamps, some Hmdi novels and 
some cassettes of Hindi music 
for anythmg of corresponding 
value Contact Atul Jain, 
Boxes Manufacturmg Com¬ 
pany, Naya Sarai, Hooghly, 
West Bengal, Pm 712513 


• Video game: I offer a dou 
ble screen video game. Oil 
Panic, for any other video 
game or anythmg of torres 
pondmg value Contact Rajiv 
H Jani, Amntnagar Colbery, 
Kanustona Area, E C Ltd, PO 
Ranigunj, Pm 713347, 
Burdwan 

• Camera: I offer an Agfa 
Isoly II camera with attach 
ment for electronic flash for a 
Walkman or anythmg of cor¬ 
responding value Contact 
S P Chowdhury, c/o M N 
Haidar, 42/148, New BaUy- 
gunge Poad, Calcutta 39 

• Autographs: I offer the 
autographs of the former Bea- 
tte, George Hamson, cricke¬ 
ter Kapil Dev and actor 
Naseeruddm Shah for a Sanyo 
Walkman with headphones 
Contact Gordon Lopez, lA, 
Sandel Street, Cdcutta 16 

e Stereo record player, 


records, camera and car- 
rom board: I offer a Phibps 
stereo record player (AF 383) 
with records, an Agfa Chek 3 
camera and a carrom board for 
a Walkman or bicycle or video 
game or anythmg of corres 
pondmg value Wnte to Sudip 
ta Mandal, 14, Upendra Bis 
was barani, Calcutta 32 

• Coins: I offer corns datmg 
between 1878 and 1907 for 
anything of corresponding 
value Contact bantosh T R , 
Rajpnya House, Birsa Nagar, 
P O Hmoo Ranchi 2, Bihar 

• Books and record play¬ 
er: 1 offer a set of books on 
commerce for classes 11 and 
12 and a Phibps record player 
for an air gun or anything of 
corresponding value Contact 
Sudipta Dey, Sasi Dham, D P 
Mukheijee Lane, Sheoraphuly 
712223 

• Study material: I offer 
Brilliant’s ehte course for IIT, 


1988, and Problems m General 
Physics by I E Irodov for any¬ 
thmg of correspondmg value 
Contact Bimal Kumar, 33 B, 
Jatm Das Road, Calcutta 29 

• Stamps: I offer 50 well pre¬ 
served foreign stamps for 25 
stamps of south African or 
American countries Wnte to 
Subhash Ghosh, Tapoban New 
Area, PO Dabmanagar, Dehn- 
on bone. District Rohtas, 
Bihar, Pm 821305 

• Walkman: I offer a Unisef 
stereo Walkman without ear¬ 
phones for anythmg of corres¬ 
ponding value Contact Subho 
Sarkar, Flat no 1/6, 11, Central 
Smthee Road, Calcutta 50 

• Discount coupon: I offer 
a discount coupon worth Rs 
125 on a purchase of Vuna! 
febnes worth Rs 1000 for any¬ 
thing of corresponding value 
Contact Sanieev Adlakha, F- 
200, CIT Road, Scheme 7 M, 
Kankurgachi, Calcutta 54 





FICTION o Selected by Khushwqnt Singh 


BahujVs Dost 


O ld Man (ihanshyam ran down the 
steep staircase three storeys be¬ 
low, across the courtyard and 
through the kitchen quarters, shouting to 
the other servants, "She’s all nght now. 
God willing she’ll do as she is told..." To 
himself he muttered, "I must take the dan 
out to the chattan... It was always a 
(avounte place with her...how clever ot 
me to have thought of it just now...maybe 
she IS coming out of her black mixxl 
...Kadhika bitia was always a prob¬ 
lem. . .and now running away from the gcxxl 
jawain bringing shame on the household, 
where will it all end?” He ran out of the 
courtyard and by the edge of the field 
where the group of black nx'ks formed a 
platform jutting out over the nver and 
hugging the western wall of the mam 
house Itself. Poor (ihanshyam ran till his 
old legs ached. 

Going home...going home...going 
home, clanged the wheels of the tram, iron 
iron, iron m her soul. If she was honest 
with herself. Radhika would have to admit 
that there was trepidation mixed with the 
exultation that carried her forward, almost 
faster than the tram itself to the village 
which, before the limbo of the last four 
months, had always been her home. How 
could she ever explam to Avtar that she 
missed every blade of grass, with a 
hortiesirkness that became a physical 
ache? Once the oldest bhabi had sent her 
niithais and with the parcel came an ant. 
She worried for weeks about the fate of 
the ant. all alone in the city, away from the 
company of the ants that he knew. So 
when Avtar asked. "Are you sick?” she 
turned her face to the wall and said “Yes”. 

'Fhe trouble started six months back, 
but she didn't think of it as trouble then. 
Babuji’s dost, Shndhar Acharya, had come 
to her house from 10 villages away, a 
distance of almost 50 kos. His son Avtar 
had fimshed his education in the city and 
was now desirous of takmg a wife. He was 
well estabbshed, bved in a big building, 
moved m good circles and now required a 
girl from a good family. Shridhar babu was 
her own babujts dost, so what could be 
better? 

The arrangements were quickly made, 
to the accompaniment of the bicker and 
bustle that such things attract. "Keep the 
silk sans away wrapped in muslin,” said 
the oldest bhabi. "She’ll need them every¬ 
day, " said the middle bhabi “She will see 
so many movies in the.city and go to so 
many big shops.” Added the younger bhabi 


maliciously, "I hope the wives of Avtatji’s 
fnends are not too fashionable. ” And so it 
went on with Radhika taking an active part 
in It all. enjoying herself as if it was the 
annual Durga Puja coming on instead of 
her own wedding. The reabsation hit her 
when the mehrM coloured her hands. 

Well, it was the scheme of things. Girls 
manned, went away, then came back and 
great fuss was made of them. When she 
came back the bhabis would flock around 
her. she would bnng gifts for the children 
and may be because she would then be a 
city person, the bhaiyas would pay her 
more attention. They’d stop their teasmg. 


By INDRANI 
AIKATH-GYALTSEN 


And her friends, they would gather again 
under the bakuJ tree or on the moonlit 
chattan at nights and she would tell them 
all about the latest fashions in the city. She 
would come during Jhulan she thought and 
Ghanshyam could put up the Swings as he 
always did and their indolent swinging and 
chatting would be as it had ever been. 


T he homecoming was very different 
from what she had imagined. Perhaps 
it was her own fault. She had remained a 
sister, a daughter, a friend and an aunt. 
She ought to have tried to see herself 
through Avtar’s eyes, through those of his 
fnends, through the eyes of Babuji’s dost. 

But to be rational was very difficult in a 
limited space. Would anyone bebeve it if 
she told them theie was no privacy to sulk 
in? No terrace or spare room where one 
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couJd go to be angry or sad and she was 
always one or the other’ The budding 
teemed with people They spoke to her, 
smiled but it always seemed they were 
looking beyond her to the next person to 
speak to or smile at There was perpetual 
activity Everyone hved parallelly, never 
met And when they met, little plates of 
nuts and thin tea or whisky were passed 
around People picked up a nut or two and 
then said they were very full, no more 
please And the conversation, brilliant 
brittle, fell like millions of pebbles over her 
yawnmg head 

"Make an effort, try ” urged Avtar So 
she had tned When they were saying 
clever thmgs about polibcians and there 
was a gap, she had difficulty putting in It 
IS best to vote for the Congress After all 
It IS the party of Gandhiji and Nehru 
There was a sturmed silence Someone 
smoothered a laugh Avtar s best fnend 
put an arm around him, ‘Dont worry 
yaar ’ he said ‘She’ll learn She has to be 
exposed ’ And Avtar rephed apologeti 
cally, ‘1 hese things well my family 
arranged the marriage you know What 
he said was true so why did it hurt so 
much’ No one had a right to play about 
with her life or speak about her as if she 


was not there They should not have 
interfered with her silences A word, a 
look, a smile, a frown did something to 
another human being, waking a response 
or aversion and a web was woven which 
had no begmning and no end, spreading 
outwards and inward too, merging, en 
tanglmg, so that the struggle to free 
oneself of one further tightened the bonds 
on the other 

Avtar was angry with a terrible stillness 
that mght but then he was angry so often 
that the event didn’t seem unusual There 
was the familiar white line around his 
mouth "Don’t you even know what to 
say’’ he almost hissed “And the way you 
dress, your earrings look as if they be 
longed to your grandmother'” "They did,” 
she had replied and what was wrong with 
that’ “And don’t dnnk tea out of a glass in 
front of my friends ” What about you, she 
shouted, "You yourself dnnk tea from a 
glass ui your own home As if I’ve never 
been to the house of Babuji's dost "I am 
ashmed of vou”, he had flung at her and 
suddenly she realis€«i so was she of him 
There was yet again a wall of anger 
between them Nevertheless, he had used 
her that night That was the strangest part 
of it all and the most humiliaUng At home 


if any of the bhaiyas were angry with his 
wife, he took a khatja and slept in the 
courtyard or on the terrace The respec¬ 
tive bhavi was treated with special tender¬ 
ness by the whole family the next day 
while babuji thundered at the world at 
large about the mconsideration of modem 
young men unbi the bhaiya felt like a cad 
and the whole matter blew over But this’ 
You could either be angry with your wife 
or love her Not both 
She had gone and stood on the balcony 
’’I’ll jump and die ’ she had thought But 
there was no place to fall Only the heads 
of people, so thickly together that they 
might not part as she fell So, she decided 
to run away ’’I’ll use his housekeepmg 
money to buy a ticket After all he used 
my body ” And the tram contmued it’s 
refram gomg home gomg home going 
home 

S he had arrived early m the mommg 
Hie servant women were at the well 
fillmg buckets for everyone s baths T he 
oldest bhabi was boilmg tea and milk over 
the anghits and Parul, her father s widowed 
sister who lived with them, was cacklmg 
out her early morning mstructions The 
shouts of astonished welcome wakened 
the bhaiyas and they came out mto the 
courtyard, one by one "Where is Avtar’ 
Is he following’” asked the oldest bhaiya 
"He should have sent a telegram, said the 
middle bhaiya, "then we could have come 
to the station ” Wailed aunt Parul, “Hai, 
hat what a bad omen it is not to have 
garlands or conch shells ready for the 
newly weds ” 

’’flie quiet'” commanded Babuji emerg 
mg Added the oldest bhabi gently, ’Have 
a glass of tea There are some things that 
are learnt through the pores of the skin It 
may take years to learn them or the span 
of a few mmutes, dependmg on the 
mtensity with which the atmosphere is 
charged Whatever private conflict it was 
that had brought Radhika away from her 
responsibihties it was not somethmg that 
her family could shoulder If she had 
thought life could contmue m her home as 
It had been before, purged of the pain of 
the last few months, withm 10 mmutes, 
the very faces of her loved ones had tom 
as under the harmonious pattern her 
sentimentality had sketched The msula- 
tion of love that she knew before was for 
the past The mmistratKms of now were an 
mtenm, the home-coming was ashes 
"Come to my room,” said Babuji 
He was his patnarchal self, stem, for 
bidding, "Have you quarrelled with 
Avtar’” "No”, she had replied 
"Why have you come’” 

"I am unhappy” 

"Does he beat you’” he asked and his 
hands trembled so much, he had to hold 
them together tightly 
“No,” she had said, “he does not beat 





"Do you have enough money always'*' 
"Yes” 

"Does he’ and Babuji coughed, looking 
away "come near you'*" 

"Oh yes she had rephed in an off hand 
voice and Babuji was surpnsed at this first 
instance of a new bred hardness in his 
daughter 

"Is he cruel to youf asked Babuji 
She took her time to answer that one If 
your husband always spoke to you through 
clenched teeth was that cnieltv' Or was 
cruelty a drunken husband who hit and 
starved and tried to bum you'* Babuji did 
not know the right questions to ask she 
concluded "No,” she replied and for the 
first time father and daughter looked at 
each other "My bud like daughter, he 
thought "I’d like to horsewhip him 
Radhika saw in her father s face the kind of 
sorrow you sometimes come across una 
wares in the faces of workmen in repose 
or slowly carrying food from the hand to 
the mouth It is a sorrow that is not 
surpnsed at itself but accepts and expects 
It though finding in it no discemable 
pattern "This gnef I have brought is for 
ever He will worry and wonder, even if 1 
return to Avtar tomorrc'w, thought 
Radhika "I will go to Shridhar babu in the 
evening, ” Babuji was continuing ‘ and 


apologise for your thoughtlessness and 
your precipitate action He will understand 
that you are young, that you have never 
left home before After all, he is my 
dost ’ No, she swore to herself You 
shall not apologise for what is not your 
fault Neither shall slow pain gnaw at your 
soul for years ’Yes, Babuji’ she 
answered and left his presence 
In the countyard, the bhabis were at 
their accustomed duties No one met her 
eyes The children were huddled together 
and had lost their spontaneity Only Aunt 
Parul seemed unsusceptible to the atmos 
phere She was poking at a recalcitrant 
hen and muttenng, "llus one here, she 
takes advantage of my old age She thinks 
she can lay her eggs anywhere as if she 
did not have a coop of her own ‘Shoo 
out ’ Suddenly she saw Radhika and 
shouted to no one in particular ‘If you 
leave your husband s house, you have to 
be earned out feet first 

"Feet first feet first feet first 
cawed the crows in splendid cacophony as 
Radhika walked bbndly over the papads 
laid out to dry on the terrace She stcxid by 
the western parapet There set in the 
middle of the distant field was the bakul 
tree No swing hung from its arms and the 
girls were nowhere to be seen Strange 
she thought, this is the only village whose 


trees have leaves which give out light 
instead of shade, a golden green that 
filters upwards Directly below was the 
flat black chattan, that venue of countless 
hop-scotch games, doll's weddings and 
endless chatter, a hard dark lap that 
welcomed and beckoned 
At some stage old Ghanshyam must 
have followed her upstairs “You’ve step¬ 
ped on the papads again,” he grumbled 
‘ Sorry, I didn’t see,” she said "That’s it”, 
he said, ‘You never see You never think 
No wonder ” And he stopped No, he 
thought, the old intimacies wouldn’t do 
She was no longer the daughter of the 
house Besides, she was angry enough 
He decided to resort to cajolery "VVhy 
don’t you go down to the chattan*" he 
coaxed Til take a dan for you down 
there ” She asked, "Why a darP” 
"Because” and he was stumped, “be¬ 
cause you are mamed now,” he added 
lamely "Alnght”, she said "And I’ll call 
your friends You can sit and chat there,” 
he said eagerly "Fine,” she answered, 
“call the whole village if you like ” 

And so old Ghanshyam ran with the dan 
under his arm One p^ of his mind sighed 
with relief at her acquiescence, the other 
part knew with a finality that no matter 
how fast he ran, he would find her there 
before him ■ 


THE 3l1l VINEET GUPTA MEMORIAL PRIZE 

FOR SHORT STORIES AND POETRY 

Entries are invited for short stories in English, Hindi 

and Urdu. 

English entries must reach The Telegraph, 6 Prafulla 
Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700 001, by April 4,1990. 

Vernacular entries must be sent direct to Mr B.N. Gupta, 
4/131 Mathura Refinery Township, Mathura 281 006. 

The prize winning English entries will be published in the Colour Magazine. The 
vernacular entries may be published anywhere at the discretion of Mr B.N. Gupta. 

Two prizes of Rs 1,500 and Rs 1,000 respectively will be given in each category on 

July 14, Vineet's birth anniversary. 

Any number of entries may be sent. The entries must not have been published anywhere before and 
must be the author’s original work. A signed statement must accompany each entry. The English 
entries must be typewritten, in double space, on one side of the paper and each entry must have the 
full name and address of the entrant. Carbon copies or photocopies will be rejected. Please 
superscribe the envelopes, ‘Poetry’ or ‘Short story’. No entries will be returned and the decision of 

the judges will be final. 
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Bom at Lunglay in Lushai 
Hill district m a middle-class 
family, Lokenath Bal was a 
romantic revolutionary who 
passionately yearned for Indi¬ 
a's uidependence. He passed 
his Matnculapon examination 
from Chittagong High School 
m 1925 and four years later did 
his BA from Chittagong Col¬ 
lege. While still a student, he 
was greatly mfluenced by the 
group of Bengal revolutionar¬ 
ies of Chittagong, namely 
Surya Sen, Ambika Chakra- 
borty, Ganesh Ghosh, Nirmal 
Sen and Ananta Sinj^. At the 
age of 16 he joined the Chitta¬ 
gong revolutionary group as a 
disciple of Surya ^n. Loke¬ 
nath organised physical culture 


clubs, collected arms and re¬ 
cruited students and became 
their leader He was mtemed 
during 1925-28. 

On April 18, 1930 around 
nme ui the evening Lokenath, 
along with half-a-dozen com¬ 
rades, stormed the API head¬ 
quarters and seized its 
armoury. However, they could 
not locate the cartndges and 
hence the entire plan of distri¬ 
buting arms among the Chitta¬ 
gong youths failed. With Surya 
Sen and others, Lokenath took 
shelter ui the Jalalabad hill. On 
April 22, General Bal (as he 
was known among his com- • 
rades) led the famous Jalalabad 
fight where 12 revolutionaries 
were killed. On August 31, he 


was arrested at the French 
colony m Chandemgore and 
was sent to Andaman jail to 
serve a life-term. 

On his release in 1946, 
Lokenath joined M N Roy’s 
Radical Democratic Party. Af¬ 
ter Independence, he retired 
from active politics and took a 
job with Calcutta Corporation. 
The hero of Jalalabad subse¬ 
quently became a Gandhian 
and joined the Congress He 
died on September 4, 1964 

The sketch above shows the 
buildmg on Ananda Neogy 
Lane m Bagbazar (north Cal¬ 
cutta) where he lived for some 
time after his release from the 
Andaman jail. 
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11th Question What are “Ravana s 
Whiskers”^ (Raiesh Kumar Rai Or No 
187/2/4, ChhotagovmdpurH/C Jam¬ 
shedpur 631015) 

Ans. It IS the local name of spinifex 
grass which helps to hold the dunes m 
place. It Is found around the southern tip of the island 
of Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu 



S anjayDayal Ranchi 2. 

has sent this question 
and answer 

The most widespread 
and destructive anti-Manchu 
revolt which lasted from 
1850 to 1864 is known as ? 
Ans The Taiping Rebellion 
in July 1850 
“The Taiping Rebellion 
began in China in July 1850 
Lasting 15 years, this rebel 
lion was the bloodiest civil 
war in history, accounting for 
the death of approximately 
20 million people—a number 
equal to the entire population 
of England at that time 
"Led by a deranged mys 
tic. Hung Hsiuch uan, the 
movement onginated in 
southern China among the 
Hakkas, descendants of 
northern Chinese migrants 
who still, after two centuries 
had not been assimilated 
into the local population 
Hung, who had acquired 
some missionary tracts from 
Canton, initiated a religious 
cult based loosely on the 
Protestant Bible, with himself 
as the ‘heavenly younger 
brother' of Jesus Christ and 
the second son of God 
Hung brought Chinese phi¬ 
losophy and utopian thinking 
into his new religion and had 
a definite preference for the 
militancy of the Old Testa 
ment while totally ignoring 
Jesus message of love and 
his Sermon on the Mount 
“Hung s followers formed 
militia units which clashed 
with imperial soldiers in July 
1850, bringing the move¬ 
ment into open rebellion 
against the Manchu dynasty 
Marching north Hung proc¬ 
laimed himself T ai-p ing 
T ien-Kuo( Heavenly King 
of the Heavenly Kingdom of 
Great Peace ), thus giving 
his followers the name Taip¬ 
ing, or Great Peace In the 
next four years. Hung and 
his conniving disciple Yang 
Hsiu-ch ing, led Taiping 
forces into 16 of the coun¬ 
try s 18 provinces They took 
600 walled cities—including 
Nanking, which became their 
capital—and occupied the 
nch and populous Yangtze 
River valley 

“The Taipings destroyed 
^Taoist, Buddhist and Confu- 


cian temples and images 
and zealously prohibited 
adultery drugs alcohol 
tobacco gambling witch 
craft and slavery Equality of 
the sexes was preached and 
practised with women serv 
ing alongside men in the 
armies The Chinese Ian 
guage was simplified 


QUESTIONS 


1. Which was the first and 
perhaps the most impor 
tant of all man s discover 
ies7 (Bata Menon Calcutta 

31) 

2. Which Indian business 
family has figured in 
Forbes magazine s list of 
196 world billionaires'^ 
(Amit and Parlho 
Chaibasa) 

3. Which river crosses the 
Equator twice(Durgadat 
ta Bhoi and Ashish K 
Saha, Bargarh) 

4 . Who said, “Truth is 
never pure, and rarely sim 
pie?" (Murari Mohan Rak 
shit, Burdwan 2) 

5. Whose autobiography 
IS entitled Return to Earth’’ 
(ManO| Kr Singh, Sindri) 

6. Differentiate between 
ttra corallan and the coralli 
nl (Amit Rastogi, Calcutta 
45) 

7. Millionaire Andan 
Khashoggi was released 
on a $10 million bail on one 
condition What was if’ 
(Debashish Basu, Durga- 
pur 4) 

3 . What IS a ‘slip-gun 
(Ninrak Bhattacharjee 
Kharagpur 2) . 

9 . Which politician called 
aoollaague, "A sharp nee¬ 
dle, pad^ in cotton”'’ 
(S^ayKrAgarwalla, 
Mayurbhaii!) 
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10 In a coin wi t s 'hi 
milling and wh s it Ihor*' > 
(Lalitendii Praohan Jhar 
suguda <i 
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ern mercenaries led by an 
American adventurer, 
Frederick Townsend Ward 
When Ward died command 
wenttoMaj Charles 
( Chinese ) Gordon, on loan 
from the British Army Gor¬ 
don was to become famous 
as the defender of Khar¬ 
toum 

By the end of 1864, the 
1 aipings had been routed 
and Hung had committed 
suicide by taking poison" 

I 

1 Or Suptendranath Sar- 
hrtdhikari Calcutta 45 
writes 

In the quiz column of De¬ 
cember 10 1989 there was a 
question on Q fever Some 
interp'iting facts about the 
name Derrick (1935) investi¬ 
gated a few cases of fever 
among abattoir workers in 
Brisbane Australia He in¬ 
oculated the blood from 
these patients into 
guineapigs for transmitting 
the infection into the latter 
As the cause of the disease 
was unknown it was termed 
as Query or Q fever Bur¬ 
net identified the causative 
organism and it was named 
Ric kettsia burnetti Simul- 
•aneijijsly the same agent 
was isolated independently 
from ticks by Cox who desig¬ 
nated It as Rickettsia diapor- 
ica as It could pass through 
filters impermeable to other 
rickettsiae The Australian 
and American isolates were 
later found to be identical 
The agent of Q fever ex¬ 
hibits several peculiarities 
and so it has been separated 
from other rickettsiae into a 
special genus and renamed 
as Coxiella burnetti 

Postscript Good news for 
quizards 

AQUO announces the 
Argus Plate Quiz to be held 
on February 16 and 17,1990 
at the Dalhousie Institute 
Entry fee Rs 30 per team 
Entries close at the 
Dalhousie Institute on Febru¬ 
ary 11 199b The draw will 
be put up on the Institute's 
board on February 13 

Also, the Percy Baptiste 
Quiz for schools on February 
17 at 3 pm at the Dalhousie 
Institute. 
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A typical ‘Wanted ad for a pop star 
could read something like this 
"Does your presence light up the 
stage and send out the hots’ Do you have 
a great pan of legs and are proud of them’ 
Can you make eyes at the camera’ Can 
you smmminack it on that hot little mike in 
your hands’ Can you jump about on stage 
wiggle a bttle and still keep your breath’ In 
short, are you va-va voom’ llien lome 
along, you're the kind of material gul we’re 
looking for Preference will be given to 
those who can suig " 

'Fhe high priestess of pop music. 
Madonna, said it in her starker way "I 
,wouldn’t be a success without looking 
sexy 1 know I’m a great singer, but that’s 
not enough ’’ India's own original siren, 
Sharon Prabhakar, put it another way 
"We have to project ourselves as more 
than-hfe figures We have to stand 10 feet 
tall because people fantasise about us We 
are part of the dream machine " 

Indian pop music wmked sometune in 


By now, the young ones (despite the 
handful of ’elite’ who still swear by Pnnee, 
not Preeti, yuch) had begun coming exit of 
their dens in their hip-huggmg fad^ jeans 
and steamy sweat shirts, and asking for 
Alisha’s Jadoo or Sharon’s Suno Suno, 
boldly blowmg bubbles on their gum 
Suneeta Rao could therefore tell India 
Abroad- “Yes, they used to put their noses 
in the air and dismiss Huidi pop But now 


mcreasmgly people are buyuig Hindi pop 
cassettes without feeling embarrassed ” 
Election time last year really did it The 
computer Prime Minister thought it a cool 
idea to woo a whole new mass of urban 
youth by givmg dowdy Doordarshan scane 
pep pills in the shape of Pop Time The 
elections may not have been won on the 
plank of pop, but the Sapna Mukherjees 
•and Parvati Khans and Suneeta Raos got a 


the middle of the last decade, with the 
songs a bt more racy and Westernised and 
the music making free use of modem 
recording technology aided by catchy, 
simple lyrvs. The catchword then was 
’’disco'’ Usha Uthup, who really set it 
rolling much earlier, and Sharon Prabhakar 
and Nazia Hassan, who added the zmg to 
the thmg, were sbO fighting a losmg battle 
apimst the perennially fovounte Hindi film 
musK and the ghazal wave that rcxdted the 
scene a little later But about three years 
later, Indian pop really took off If we had 
the Madexina clone, the five-foot-nothing 
pack of dynamite, Ahsha Chuiai, causing 
btde explosions all over India, Malkit Singh 
of Bumingham with his tutak-tutak-tutiyan 
brand of Punjabi pop toM several millions 
all over that they were the world now Ila 
Arun came in with her Baiyaran pop, too, 
and Gurdas Maan did a Malkit tl^ side of 
sarson da saag 

But pop m the nabonal langua^ was 
sendmg out very strong vibes, oh yeah, 
and the pretty Preeti Sagar who sang, My 
heart is beatmg, in the film, Jube, a,decade 
ago, also jumped on the b^wagon (With 
Love), never mmd the firmly-wrapped-san 
image; at least she had now relented to 
we^ a sexy Aat/ 









captive audience of hum hg. The 'seDing’ 
of a pop star takes a bit of doing, and Pop 
Tune gave them maxinuim mileage on 
Sunday's prime slot 
Some of the stars themselves acknow¬ 
ledge the former PM’s contribution to the 
current popularity of Indian pop and even 
refer to it as “R^iv Gandhi's Pop Tone". 
“Our PM," says Parvati Khan, “realised a 
long time ago that our pop music was 



l’.ir\;iti Kh.in: A tldoil hod>, 
ihouuh iKii ciii>ut;h hodv in her 
\ .lice' 


getting famous abroad and the youth of the 
country were gettmg sick of the type of 
programmes being presented here. He 
intended to bring out the pop streak m 
India and sell it abroad, not just folk music 
and classical." To Parvati, Rajiv Gandhi is 
still “our PM" having endear^ himself to 
pop music freaks forever, so what if the 
electorate in the north sang a different 
tune in November last. 

P arvati Khan doesn't pout for the for¬ 
mer PM for nothing. Ooordarshan had 
blocked her when she did Viveck Vaswa- 
ni's anti-drugs serial, Nai Dishayen, in 
mid-1987 after a fanatic wrote a letter 
asking how a Hindu name and a Muslim 
surname could be clubbed. But she 
bounced back six months later by which 
time Rajiv ol' boy .saw to it that she got an 
apology. 

Parvati was seen to good effect (though 
not heard ditto) in Pop Time recently and a 
leading member of the music industry, 
who preferred to be unidentified, felt: 
“She has a good visual effect, but doesn't 
have much singing calibre. A good body, 
though not enou^ body in her voice. 
Preeti Sagar is a very good smger but her 
visuals in Pop Time do her no good. In live 
shows, it's a lot less voice and a lot more 
visuals, special effects..." 

Avuiash Oak, Western Outdoor's re¬ 
cording manager is "happy at the way it's 
going," too. “Ghazals lave faded out, pop 
is in. Now pop stars like Parvati Khan 
have busy schedules, with tours in London 
and Indonesia lined up, not to mention the 
Parvati Khan Nites in the country. In fact, 
she had two offers from Pakistan, but 
turned them down because she received a 
veiled threat that she would be terminated 
by a fanatic youth if she performed in 
public." 

Trinidad-bom Parvati Maharaj put her 
oomph to good use in her modelling and 
acting days some 10 years ago; some still 
recall her cardiac-arresting dance sequ¬ 
ence in Vinod Pande’s Ek Baar Phir. 
Having got married to the cinematog¬ 
rapher of the film, Nadeem Khan, who is 
the stepson of writer Dr Rahi Masoon 
Reza, “the whole screenplay changed". 
From Trinidad to New York for a course in 
geriatrics. Parvati moved on to London 
where she qualified as an SRN at the 
Westminster group of hospitals deciding 
that her vocation would be, not vocals, but | 


psychiatry. "I never intended to be a 
singer. I wanted to be a psychiatrist My 
only asset was that I loved to sing. Singing 
was my best friend," says Parvati. 

In London, she sang for BBC's Asian 
section “without knowing what the Hin- 
dusthani words meant.” Iliis, she admits, 
was a great disadvantage because the 
diction suffered. "But somehow I under¬ 
stood and emoted the tune. Today, I have 
learnt the language and it makes much 
more sense." Her first playback was for 
the film. Disco Dancer, with her number, 
Jimmy aaja, winnmg her many fans and 
awards that includes the recently bes¬ 
towed 'best song of the decade' frmn a 
cultural organisation in China! Meanwhile, 


OFF BEAM 

D oordarshan might have promoted 
them in Pr^ Tone but it has nn 
into trouble with some of the stars 
already. The first was Remo Fer¬ 
nandes who attacked them, saying that 
Doordarshan featured him on Pap 
Time without his jMrmission. And 
worse, it was one of his old recordings. 
NaturaOy, it didn’t reflect well on him 
as contemporaries were into hl-tedt 
with jazzed-up shows and computer 


Next came Alisha Chinai; she was to 
have featured on the show, but never 
appeared. One of her songs, Vote fa- 
Ahsha, was the main hitch. The song, 
she thou^t, was well timed because of 
the elections, but it also featured the 
Indian flag and there were objections. 
Mani Shankar Aiyer is said to have 
written a letter to Alisha's husband, 
R^U^sh Jhaveri, objecting to the use of 
the flag in the video recordings, as 
people would associate it with the 
Congress(I) and say it was propaganda 
for R^v Gandhi. 

But Mr Jhaveri maintains that it was 
a “fiin song" and the intention was 
never to promote any party. He has 
also said, “What’s wrong with an Indian 
waving tus fiagP’ Well, not at election 
time, felt Doordarshan. 


she has done playback for Aasman Se 
Ooncha, Parbat Ke Us Paar, Love Love 
Love and Aawara Gardi. Discovering that 
she could compose music, too, Parvati cut 
her pop album (Masti), a tight ghazal one 
(Missing You, not compost by her) and 
pop again (Dii Diwana Ho Gaya) which was 
reteas^ a couple of months aj^. 

D usky doll Suneeta Rao, whose debut 
album, Suneeta Senonta (HMV), is 
sending everyone panting, “Si, si,” is of 
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course the most exciting new voice in 
recent times Twentythree year old 
Suneeta was bom m West Germany, but 
has been in her motherland since she was 
two Her father. Dr D K Kao. is a noted 
surgeon, and her mother, Kamla Sista, is a 
professional singer,aiso backed by HMV, 
and an AIK and TV artiste Music races 
in her blood all nght Eider sis Kalpana 
Louper Kao, married to a Swiss national 
and doingKlentistry in Zurich, is involved in 
music and with a group called totally Ked 
another sis is busy with jingles and audio 
visuals Suneeta’s brother, who is study 
uig engineering ui the United Stales also 
tries his hand at the guitar and drums 
Although she's still a first timer as far as 
albums go, Suneeta Kao is confident that 



Sunccta Rao: Giving showbiz full time 

she will succeed “I excel m my field of 
music," that is, Huidi pop, she says 
Suneeta Senonta has been received very 
well as was her Pop Tone aj^arance, but 
her reason for douig well is different ‘Tm 
scared of doing badly " 

The same fear of failure kept her on the 
top of the class at school, at St Xavier’s 
College (economics) and when she tink¬ 
ered with computers for four months But 
she saw no point m “dabbhng with d- 
BASE” While domg her MA, Suneeta 



found her attention constantly veering 
towards showbiz and smee “showbiz is 
something you can’t give yourself hal¬ 
fheartedly to, ’’ It was showbiz for Suneeta 
Eco could wait 

She has behind her a stnng of musicals 
hke [ vtta. Grease Listening and Bottoms 
Up (which did about 150 shows), topped 
by a memorable performance m They Are 
Playing Our Song, which was difficult to 
sustain as she and the male lead were the 
only two characters m it 

While she was doing Grease, she was 
spotted by Sanjeev Kohh of HMV, but her 
"hands being too full" at that time, she 
kept the offer at bay Eighteen months 
later, HMV signed her on and Suneeta 
Senonta was on the way, somewhat de¬ 
layed because of Jmgles King, Louis 
Banks, who did the music, being over 
booked Talking of jmgles, Suneeta’s voice 
has launched a thousand products (to use a 
nunor exaggeration), notable among them 
being Kwality Ice Cream, Rich Cafe, 
Barbie Doll, Crown TV and KeKron. 

Since jxip music requores a lot more 
than just voiuls, Bombay’s Engbsh theatre 
has been the jierfect cradle Sharon 
Prabhakar first swished m with Evita, a 
brilliant jierformance if ever there was 
one Ahsha Chmai, who did a cameo m the 
same musical, followed suit And now we 
have the Rao who wowed the audience of 
tvtta 

But, as one whiz, takmg a look at the 
cluster of new entrants to the field of 
Indian pop, puts it “Everybody who was a 
nobody is commg out with a cassette now 
It’s hke the jdia^ boom. There are very 
few comjianies who are wilhng to support 
an unknown artiste So, anyb^y who has 
the money makes a cassette and runs to a 
music company with it If they (tne com¬ 
panies) have nothing to lose, why 
shouldn’t they look at these stars^ The 
result IS that all kinds of music are being 
sold under the label of pop ’’ To add to it, 
he spleens, there are hve shows, star 
rates, hard sell. Pop Tone, what not "The 
resultant mix," as a top Bombay singer 
puts It, “looks like a denvabve from the 
Hindi screen ’’ 

Parvati Khan is quick to protest “Hmdi 
pop IS Hmdi pop You can’t go to Patna and 
smg m Engbsh, eiqiecting the audience to 
appreciate it Some might, some won’t If 
you saw my Pop Tone, I varied it so that 
the man m Bihar and the guy m St Xavier’s 
both can eiqoy it" 'That’s why, she 
explains, she h^ to do the English sen- 
timentaL Papa’s reaOy aB I’ve got (m 
which, a wag said, Parvati’s moist eyes 
looked more bedroom than sentimental) 
and the popular folk song, KhuUa taab. 

T he latest pop star to botmee off 
Bombay’s musKal theatre is the shm 
and svelte Shweta Shetty who is easSy 








identified by her husky voice and wild hair. 
The trad south Indian family background 
didn’t stt^ Shweta Shetty frim making her 
mark m musicals hke Best of Broadway, 
Play It Again Norman, Last Tango m 
Heaven and GodspeO, graduating firom 
toilet tnlhng to jmgles and hve shows, not 
to speak of a disastrous telefilm, m just 
two years, thanks very much to good 
fiiend Shiamak Davar, the man behand 
many a musicaL Her debut album. Gang 
Wm IS about to typhoon the market 
CBS’s promotwo manager, Pervm Tata, 
IS oonfid^ of Shweta’s talents because 
“she has sung her way through a number 
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P someone wtw has shot a TV fiho for the 
I American network on the Pushkar for 
I archetypal Bombay 0 rl who fot the 
Big Apple, she has now turned to farian 
I pop as a medium of protest with lyncs 
s which go 13(6 Lohapat ggnam kt Uh na b 
bop (tymst Indeevar)' Asha Puthh 
currently runs a corporate haison agency 
office m Manhattan and took the music 
world by surprise by sai^ng a coikract 
with Cl^ Records faitemationai ai the 
USA some 16 summers ago A spokesman 
ol CBS (Imha) says “It took us 16 years 
to sit up and take notice, but it was 
definitely worth it " Qapko Chtpko keeps 
current pop interests ai maid though, aral 
aidudes a sentimental song on Imhan rai 
travel, "a snake song” wlach Asha feels 
wiB “appease the popular tastes (d the 
Indian bkener”, the siift Aayee mam sagar 
paar and the foot-tapper, Ek nanber ke 
chakkar mem The New York-based Asha 





ofpbys” The sexiest SB^eraitown,” as 
a high society magazaie caBed her, gave a 
solo piano recital at The Tines of Inda 
sesqincentemBal celebratioiis and Boafbay 
magazne’s recent 10th anraversary fange 
Like Suneeta, Shweta has turned her back 
on theatre now and has plunged otto pop 
mid piayfaack, fiiDtune 

A nother sanultaneous CBS knmch w2 
be Asha Puthh with Cbpko Cbpko 
iwlnch has no sexual connotations, by the 
way,nstead,it n meant as a trixite to the 
fotho- of the ‘Cfaqiko’ movement, emwon- 
mentahst Suoderlal Bahugwa, and seeks 
to eqxne the frauds of faigh-flyng god- 


men While Parvati Khan 
mtd Suneeta Rao returned to Inda to 
launch careers m smguig, Asha Puthh is an 
Imhan who was the onguial punk m the 
late sorties, shodmig the Blmtiya Janta 
with her thm-penaOed eyebrows and tedi- 
racoiour hau as much as with her out¬ 
rageous statements ibaJl sex and morals 
longme, n the sorties 
Being miti-foceted. Asha is not only a 
jan snger witii 15 alwms to ho- credit, 
but a dancer, actress (remember the 
sensational film, The Savages, m wlsch 
she dd fill fironbl scenes modi before 
Sna was bora free a Sddbutim), and 


Puthh IS expected to (xxne to Bombay 
shortly to promote her alxmi and, says 
CBS, “Hopefuly, it w3l get her fans to c^ 
her, as she wants to be called. 
Aaaaaasfaaaaaa'” (Was that a dhg at HMVs 
Aah. Ahsha’) 

The pop scene has “great potenbaT, 
says Parvati Khaa bid Ahsha finds d 
"discoiiraging” Ahsha’s reason is sanple 
“Because I have no competdors I am the 
only one ” This typifies the snens. pop 
sogers who've got ‘more’, mi aggressive 
self-confideqce, the move-over-fo&s bras¬ 
sy touch. Ihey’ve got to catch the eye. 
not pist the ear 

Suneeta Rao says d a fattie mote sedate¬ 
ly when she ex|3ans why, despde her 
three year trairang m CamaUc musK, she 
took to pop “1 to belt d out I hke to 
perform when smging. It is not just smgng 
that you do when you are pop saigmg.” 
Shweta Shetty doesn’t fight shy of saymg. 
‘Tou’ve got to be pushy, you know “ 

ConfidoKe, talent, da^ sex appeal, 
not necessarily n that order, n what 
you’ve got to lave. As Jasmne Blanicha, 
described n Soaety ma^uone as “Imha’s 
only answer to Madonna”, capsubdes 
tb^ “if you wama be a great snger, 
you gotta thnk fike one, fed Hie one and 
be fike one. 1 know Fm good ad I know I 
can be a success.”* 
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C «ik,s |X)|) from ilumixiKiH' iKilllf^ 
i-vc'tv New Yciir's l-’vc. bul where 
(III they lOiillv toriii' from'' 

From s|ion>;i‘s ;il the tx)ttom of Ihf sea. 
m.([iv think From K.inlens of petrified 
mosses .ind lu licns. ollu'r tx-lieve From 
faetoru-s lli.it mamilai luie snithetus 
Ftom some misleiKiiis. unknown pkiee 
t oik li.!s Ix-en l ulled iviluie's liest-kept 
sei iet Most |x*ople don’t know wlieie it 
conies ftom or that it has hundreds of uses 
Ix'sides the fanulur chamiuijnte .iiid wiik- 
Ixittle slo|);x'r>. Cork jtives the svmphoiiv 
comliuloi a SCI lire v;rip on the te.irdiop 
h.itidle 111 his ImIoii. ,ind it hurtles towaiil 
sp.iie ,is the liisit shield o( the ^hiiole ^ 
roi kel IxHJsler 

“When (x-ople open .1 Ixittk olwiiii tin-, 
don't think the loik w.is oiue the nnt-ide 
Ilf .1 tree,’ s.us Fein.iiiilo So.iu '^ t .ir 
neito. an einnomu-att.ms counsellor o( 
1’orluK.il, the leailinii link produi im; 
(oiinlrr 

C (Ilk IS the outer h.ii k Ilf Mil iiiikiiak, 
(}ucrtu'- s'u/ier This piotedm l,i\(i is 
ilsii.ilh one to three inihes thuk and i.in 
lx- fx-eled off without luniiini; thi- tiee \ 
coik oak IS inaliiie enini|;li for stii|ipiiii: 
when It IS I'M to 2^1 tears old riierealter. 
Its cork ttiows thick enoutih I i be sinpfx'd 
about eveiy nine years The lice i an live 
for alxint IfiM years 

Ibis exiraoidin.iry e\eiy;reen oak, 
whose \ehelv leaves lesemble hollv 
leaves withonl sharp |xiints, is lound in 
abund.ini e only around the western 
Mediterr.inean in FortuRal. Spain. 
F'lance, Italy. Morocco. .'Xltjeiia and 
Tunisia. 

Cork forests on Ihci Ibt'iwn Peninsula 
ptfxiuce nxire than halt the world's annual 
supply of at least ^Ikl.lXk) tons Most 
quality (oikconx'S Iroin Poitunal’s Alente- 
jn rejtioii, which stretcJies south from 
Listxm toward the Algarve coast. Just 
after a harvest the trees appear naked, 
tht'ir bare trunks a fiery red. f^me people 
say the trees are blushing because ttey 
have kist their clothes. 

Cork is still haiMested by hand Ix^cause 
most of tliese oaks grow crooked. The 
hatchet must strike the tree carefully; no 
new cork wall grow if the vital inner layer 
of bark is damaged. Two cuts are made 
around tlie trunk and two or more up and 
down. The spongy outer bark is pni^ off 
in large, lumberlike slabs. 

Girk is so versatile because it has a 
densely packed cellular structure. ITiere 
are 150 milbun to 200 million 14-sided oeHs 
in one cutw inch of natural cork. Half 
of coiit’s volume is air trapped within the 
cells, making it four times lighter than 
water. 

Cork IS not only buoyanc but compress- 
iWe. It can toleiate I4,tl(]0 pounds of 
pressure per cubic inch and expand to 
nearly its original shape within 24 hours. 
Its cellufar rather than fibrous nature 
makes it impermeable to liquids and gases. 

It also insulates, is resistant to the effects 
of flllblkin, IS fire-retardant' and absorbs 
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wteHbottl# corks 
are ^kcMcNSi 6:pl0 Mrk OActi year. 
Kf tf stKoom-ahapea dhktnpaisM corits are 
fier«} togetW- 

E vidence of cOrk’s vintkfie ijiuiity e a 
thtrd-c entury vnOe ixitilp unearthed m 
France, stdl cortced and filied wdb dkdc" 
able wme Cork fine enmifdi fw^ bottle 
stoppets docs not ai^ar on trees anW 
thee third stripping vehen they are about 
40 to 4'> >enis oW 

Most olhc“r corks ss well is nearly all 
Scrap cork is ground up and conibined 
with lutuni It sms rubber [ilastics im 
othi i sentht tic binders to make hundreds 
ot prixlucls (oiks become gaskets (or 
automobile motors mner soli s for shoes 
expulsion joint lilltis lor budges tunnels 
nuclear piints highways snicwilks ind 
lining shields of titicks tnnsjKirting 
radioactive ami Iomi niiUrnU 

Cork tan be found on the flisirs ol 
Bntain s I’lilimicnt uid tin I S I ibrii-v of 
Congress md on tin lobby wills of the 
1 imobt Centenn Ml v^oik C oik is in tlu- 
\ live puls of sivopliom s md (liiimts 
the hmdii s ot (isliint rmls md (III lorisof 
b 1st b lit 

Smit ol coiks newest ■ is lu lop 
siiict It gels mil Sill \\>is siys 
\rtliui Dodgi prt suit 111 ot I )>Klgi Cttikm 
I UK istt I I’l 

l)i spilt Its rtiiiiikililt quilitits toik 
bis licin rt|)Luid by synthtlus in i 
niiintui ot [ttiKliuts suih is luci iiid 
soil drink I Ip lint is md llu stit yv t ips if 
mtxptnsiyt yyiiit s I lutes ishoiligt of 
link ytorklyvidt llity bid to syyiltli lo 
svridiilKs llu It Is not 1 noiigh loik l<» 
iiiij II indusiiits to botiui willi lys 
Jt ionic Minim pit suit nt ot llit C uk 
Institute ol \iiuiui In yt ns >1 It ss 
ilumdint imps such is I'Ws ml N't*) 
thi prut molt til III doiiiili 

\illioii>li nu st ol n ik iistsbiyt III I n 
lit\t l< pi d III tilt lllhiiiitui Its nlilily 
In Ik 1 II n < mu d it It i I lut iiituiit 
(ink mil K Mil in tiiiu Hit Kuiins 
n li n ik 11 1 Is |i I lisliiiu nt I liimgs loi 
I I k yyiiiii mg ids md lit id i lyiiiiu's 
C It II Hills IK lid t I li 1 I eiidnicd 
till ir I mg III nt lit s lu c iii t <1 tlit ir loik 
til ntd indils \i iily ill tlit miuiit 
LI i ti 1 I OIK ol tmiu tod ly 

'Vttt ni|'t lo tiilliyilt link in itlui 
I Inn ills liiyt nut yvitb ilniost miyttsil 
I ilint III i X miplt Hu nils |i fit i on 
liud lot 10 vtirs to c^ct uoins Imni 
I It III li link 1 ks to gmyy 11 South C non 
in Hun I 111 HI id tint m> iiiyutil | 
Siiuc thtii f iinii I s yyho Inyi liiidtl 
yvhi It Inyt nit Ind iniii * biltii In k 
Some coik Irtt s Inyi spmitiditit iiul 
then blit the inly jiliit tiny gr yt 
coinnicrcnllv is in tin ir iniiyi Imds 
(Vi/ft»iii/ (,< ogf i/ifiii kins Strutt) 











AU Mormation given 
on tftese pages is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press. 


RKCULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Awaargi (A): Paradise (Ben- 
tK'k Street; 285442). Crown (Rati 
Ahmed Kidwai Koad; 244822), 
Naaz (Lower Chitpur Road, 
27727;)). Liberty (Chillaranjan 
Avenue; 55;)046) - 4 shows 

A film by Mahesh Hhatl, star 
nnii Anil Kapoor, (iuvuida and 
Meenakshi Seshadn The music is 
by Aram Mahk. 

• Baap Numbrl Beta Dus 
Numbri: Orient (Rentinck 
Street. 281917), (iem (Arharya 
Jagadish Chandra Hose Road; 
249828). Krishna (T C. Dutta 
Street; ^50437), Purnasree (Raja 
Ra) Kussen Street; 55403;)). Bina 
(Bidhan Sarani. ;)91090) 

Directed by Azu Sajawal and 



Nayana Das and Tapas Paul 
in Aauraag 

with music by Nadeem Shravan. 
the film stars Jackie Shroff. Karha. 
Aditya Pancholi. Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S N. 
Banenee Road. 241383). Indira 
(Indra Roy Road. 471757). Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Dhadun 


Street; 552270)-4 shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair in 
this film, drected by Soor^ R. 
Baijatiya. The music is by Raam 
Laxmaa 

• Ribaee (A): Hind (Canesh 
Chandra Avenue; 272473)—4 
shows; Moonliftht (T.C. Dutta 
Street: 254956), Basusree (S.P. 
Mukhen<% Koad; 478808). Srec 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551515)—alt noon 
show. 

A fibii by Aninaraje, starruiK 
Hema Malnu. Vinod Khanna and 
Nasecruddin Shah. Also m the cast 
are Nmna Gupta, Mohan Agashe. 
Rima Lagoo, lla Anin and others. 
The music is by Sharang Dev. 

• Souten Ki Beth'Koxy 
(Chowringhee Place: 284i;)8). 
Kalika (Sadananda Road; 
478141)-12. 3. 6, 8 45: Moon¬ 
light (T.C. Dutta Street: 
2549.56) -3. 6. 8.45; Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; ^1133)—noon. 

jeetendra. Rckhaandjaya Prada 
are the chief attractions. ITie film 
IS directed by Saawan Kumar and 
the musK' is by Vedpaal. 

• Zahreelay: Jyoti (l.enin Sarani: 


Bhagyashree and Salman Khan in Maine Pyar Kiya 



241132). Prabhat (Chittarai^ 
Avenue; 390762), Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani: 552200). Priya (Kashbehari 
Avenue: 464440). 

A film by Jyotin Gael the cast 
includes jeetendra. Sunjay OutL 
Chunkey Panday, Bhanupriya and 
Juhi Chawla. The music is by 
Anand Mdmd. 


Bengali Films 


• Anuraag: Radha (Bkfiian Sara¬ 
ni: .5,53045)—2.30. 5.30. 8.15: 
Menoka (Sarat Chatterjee Avenue; 
410417) 3, 5.45. 8.;)0, Alochhaya 
(Beliaghata Main Road: ;)55059)— 
2. 5. 8. 

Tapas Paul. Satabdi Roy. 
Naj-ana Das. Subhendu Chatter- 
jee, Anup Kumar. .Souiintra Baner- 
jee and Ruma Guhathakurta com¬ 
prise the cast of this film, directed 
by Jahar Biswas and music by Usha 
Khanna 

• Bhagyalipi: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani; .551515), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road; 478666)—3 shows. 

Sujit Kumar's first Hengah film 
which stars Tapas Paul. De- 
bashree Roy. Aparajita. Aiuna Ira- 









ni, Paintal and the director himself. 
The music is by Sumitra Lahiri. 

• Ganashatru: Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; SfilKU), Basurec (S.P. 
Mukherjee Road; 47Hfi08)—2.30, 
5.30, 8; PracW (AJC Bose Road; 
271282)—2. 5, 7.45. 

Satyajit Ray's adaptation of 
Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People, 
whose cast includes Soumilra 
Chattenee, Deepankar Ue, Sub- 
hendu Chattenee, Vishma Guha 
Thakurta, Dhntiman Chattenee, 
Mamata Shankar and Ruma 
Guhathakurta. 

• Manati: Darpaiia (Bidhan 
Sarani; 5.58080), Puma (S.F*. 
Mukherjee Road, 474567)—3 
shows. 

Directed by Anjan Muklience 
and with music by Asil Ganguly, 
the cast includes Tapas Paul, San- 
chita, Madhabi Muklienee, Rupa 
Ganguly and Anun Chakraborty. 
a Nayika Sambad; Minar 
(Bidhan Sarani; ,552753), Bijoli 
(S.P. Mukhenee Road; 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 359561)—3 shows. 

A re-release of this Agradoot 






Anjana Bhowmick and Uttam 
Kumar In Naylka Samhad 

hit, starring Uttam Kumar and 
Anjana Bhowmick. The music is by 
Hemanta Mukhenee. 


Special Kvenis 


4-S February 

An exhibition of Dagwar Das- 
gupta’s paintings, or^nised by 
Max Mueller Bhavan, in the Cen¬ 
tral Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

4 February onwarda: 3 pm to 
8 pm (except Mondays) 

An exhibition of water colour by 
Biren De till Febrtiary 24. 

At Galarie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sarani). 

TRAVEL 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 


partura timas ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. FlBuraa in brackets 
denote the daya, 1 being 
Monday. 


Internatioii.'il 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): AI-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep (7): AI-1651/ 
AI-16.5 at 0,500. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Paris-London: 

Dep. (7)- Al-1651/AI-135at ().5(K). 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5) AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay; Arr (6)- Al-;t09 at 
1915. Dep (6)- Al-;«)9 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) A1-112/AI-' 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Romc-Uelhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7). A1-162/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta; Arr 

(!)• AI-132.'AI-1320 at 1340. 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-.537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4) SU-.538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman ■ 
Arr. (1. 4)- RJ-184 at 07.30, Dep. 
(1. 4); RJ-181 at 0830. 
Belgrade-Calcutta-Beijing: 
Arr. (1): JU-492 at 0955; Dep. (1); 
JU-492 at 1055. 

Beijing-Calcutta-Belgrade: 

Arr. (1); JU-493 at 2325, Dep. (2). 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7); 
SQ-413 at 1530: Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 
7): IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3. 6)- 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. 
(1): RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (3): 
RA-214 at 1050, Dep. (5); RA-214 
at 1650, Dep. (2. 3, 4, 6. 7): 
IC-247 at 1740; Air. (!)■ RA-213 
at 1150, Arr. (3); RA-213 at 09.50, 
Arr. (5): RA-213 at 1550, Air. (2. 
3, 4, 6, 7): IC-248 at 1640. 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(4): IC-443 at 0830; Dep. (4): 
lC-443 at 0910. 

Dhaka-Calcutla-Delhi: Arr. 
(4): IC-444 at 1110; Dep. (4);- 
IC-444 at 1150. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily) 
BG-092 at 1200, Dep. (2. 3). 
BG-094 at 1730, Dep. (1. 4. 5, 6. 
7): BG-094 at 1900, Dep. (1, 2, 3.. 
5, 6, 7): lC-223 at 1410, Dep. (4): 
IC-443 at 0910, Arr. (daily): BG- 
091 at 1115, Arr. (2. 3): BG-093 at 
1645, Arr. (1, 4. 5. 6. 7): BG-093 
at 1745, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7); 


RE-SCHEDULING OF FLIGHTS 


Printed here le the ngular Indian Airllnea echeduie. 
However, Indian Airllnea wae following a partial 
emergency schedule when we went to press. Passen¬ 
gers may contact 264433, 263135, 266869, 262602, 
569433, 204433, 569611 (Ext. 314) (Or asslatoncs. 


)C-224at 1610. Arr (4) IC-444 at 
1110. 

Calcutta-Chittagong; Dep. (2, 
5): BG-698 at 1245, Dep. (3. 6): 
IC-225 at 1445; Arr. (2, .5); BG- 
697 at 1145, Arr (3, 6): lC-226at 
1705. 

Caicutta-Paro: Dep (2, 5). KB- 
106 at 1430, Arr. (2, 5): KB-105at 
1330. 


IJomestic 


Air-tikUa '■ 

C^lcutta-Bombay: Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6)- AI-309 at 
2015. 

, Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5); AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutla-Delhi: Dep. (7* AI- 
1651 at 0500 

Delhi-Calcutta; Arr (1) Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7): Al-1122 at 
0330 

indttm AMInes 

Calcutla-Delhi: Dep (daiK). IC- 
263 at 07(Mt, 1C-76;J ,(i 1310 and 
IC-402 at 1710: An (dailv) IC- 
401 at 12(KI, lC-7h4 at 1835 and 
IC-264 .11 2210 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0900 and lC-273 at 1920; 
Arr. (daily): IC-175 at 0810 and 
IC-274 at 1830. 

Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily): 
lC-765 at 1715, Air. (daily)- IC- 
766 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep (d.ii- 
Iv). IC-771 at 070.5. Arr (daily) 
IC-772 .It 1210 

Calcutta-Hyderabad; Dep. (1. 
2. 4. 7); lC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1. 2, 

4, 7): IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Ranchl: Dep. (daily). 
lC-205 at 1330, Arr. (daily) IC- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow: 

Dep. (1, 3, .5, 7): IC-235 at 1130, 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-236 at 1630 
Calcutta-Vlzag-Madras: Dep. 
(2, 3, 5, 7): IC-542 at 05.55, An. 
(2, 3, 5, 7); IC-541 at 1225 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2. 4, 
6): IC-285 at 0545; Arr (2. 4, 6): 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Varanasi- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4, 
6): IC-281 at 1700; Arr. (4. 6); 
lC-281 at 2045. 

Calcutta-Bhubaneswar; Dep. 
(1, 2. 4, 7): IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 
(1, 2, 4. 7): IC-270 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneswar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5. 6); lC-269 at 1710; Arr. (3, 5. 
6); IC-270 at 1840. 


Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly)- IC-703 at 0605 and lC-229 at 
1320; Arr. (daily): IC-704 at 0855 
and 1C 230 at 1610. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-219 at 0605 
and Dep. (2, 4, 6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-220 at 1045 
and Arr. (2, 4, 6): lC-2‘20 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Tezpur- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 
6): IC-213 at 1210; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 

6) . lC-213 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Dep. (3, 5, 

7) : IC-213 at 1210; Art. (3, 5, 7): 
lC-213 at 1710. 

Calcutta-Imphal; Dep. (daily); 
IC-257 at 0620; Arr. (daily): IC- 
258 at 0900. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-201 at 1025; Air. (dafly): 
IC-202 at 1245. 

Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): lC-237 at 0610; 
Arr. (2, 4, 6): IC-238 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Silchar: Dep. (daily): 
IC-255 at 0600; Arr. (daily): IC- 
256 at 1010. 

Silchar-Imphal-Silchar; Dep. 
(daily): lC-259 at 0730; Air. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-260 at 0900. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at 0605; An. (daily); 
lC-222 at 0825. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly). lC-741 at 0945 and IC-743 at 
l.KKI. Dep (2. 4, 6), IC-243 at 
0610. All (daily)- IC-742 at 1205 
and IC-744 at 1520, Arr (2, 4, 6): 
IC-241 at 1030. 


VaytiAooi 

Calcutta-Shlllong-Guwahati- 
Silchar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily). PF-702at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6. 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Lilabari-DIbrugarh; Dep. (1, 
3. 5. 7); PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1. 3. 5. 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-Dimapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartaia-Kamalpur- 
Kailashar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Ait. (2, 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
3. 5); PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 
•5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (1, 3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcutta-Aizawl-SUchar: Dep. 
'daily). PF-705 at 1120; Ait. (dai- 





ly): PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcutta-Rourkela'Ranchl: 
Dep. (1, 3. 5): PF-715 at 0600, 
Arr. (1, 3. 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Lilabarl- 


Ziro-Daparizo; Dep. (2, 4, 6); 

PF-721 at 0930; Arr. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

C a I c u 11 a - G u w a h a 11- 
Dibrugarh-Paaaighat'Along: 


Dep. (1, 3. 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr. (1, 3. 5): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamabedpur-Patna: 

Dep. (2. 4. 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Arr. (2, 4. 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta-Dhanbad-Gaya- 

Patna-Dhanbad-Calcutta: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5); PF-737 at 0600; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


1 Trains l 

Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

1 Dspsituie SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AidvM 

Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

Up 

Tims 

Howrah 

Tims 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

3005 

19-20 

AmriUar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

8001 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2382 

2860 

13-25 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Express 

14-15 

2859 






8034 

21-25 

Ahm^abad Express 

4-15 

8033 






8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



preae via Patna 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

13-45 

2612 



Dep - Mon Wed Fn & Sun 





Dep—Tues 





Arri - Mon Tues Thurs S 





Am —Sun 





Sal 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

Raldhani Expreaa 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

8011 

6-20 

Ispst Express 

21-55 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 



8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 



& Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 



Am —Tues Wed Thurs 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 



Sat & Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Dhauli (Bhubaneswar) Exoress 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp. 

11-10 

2374 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupali Express 

4-30 

8080 



Tri-Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14-45 

8046 



Dep—tues Fri S Sat 





press 





Arri —Tues Wed & Sat 



8017 

16-45 

Purulla Expraas 

11-30 

8018 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4 15 

2548 



Dep —Except Saturday 





pr«ss 





Am —Except Sunday 





Dep — Mon S Thurs 



2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 

22-15 

— 



Arri —Thurs 4 Sun 





Trivandrum Central Express 



3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Centrai-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 



Guwahatl Express 



3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Exprasa 

15-45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Guwahatl Weekly Express 





Mam Line 





(via Visakhapatnam & 



3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

MIthlis Express 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 



Terminus Weekly Express 



3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 



(via Howrah A Vlsakha- 



3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 

3026 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

4-15 

3026 



Superfasl Express 





Dep —Wednesday 





(via Visakhapatnam & 





Arri —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

6-00 

3072 



Dep —Tues . Fn & Sun 





Dep — Tues T hurs 4 Sat 





Arri—Tues Wed 4 Fn 





Am —Mon Thurs & Sat 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bsngalore City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Sanllniketan Exprsss 

15-45 

3016 



Weekly Express (via Howrah 



2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri- 

7-30 

2160 



4 Cuttack) 





weekly Superfast Express 





Wednesday only 





Dep—Thurs Sal 4 Sun 



— 

14-10 

Bangalore City-Guwahati 

13-45 

2673 



Arri —Tues . Wed 4 Thurs 





Weekly Express (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

7 30 

1172 



A Cuttack) 





Dep —Tues 4 Wed 





Monday only 





Arri-Sat 4 Sun 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tar- 

22-15 

— 

3327 

16-25 

Shaktlpunj (Chopsn) 

7-30 

3328 



minus Weekly Express (via 





Bt-wsekly Express 





Howrah) 





Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 





Thursday only 








_ 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2609 



SeaUah 





Patna Weekly Express (via 



3143 

19-00 

Darfeellng Mall 

8-45 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

Oour Express 

6-15 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

Jammu Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

ENOUIRIES: 

For round Iho clock Informotlon of Eoctcm 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

12-50 

3134 




SBG Loop 



203B3B-44 for all other Informations. For 

information 

3103 

18-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Expraas 

10-25 

3104 

•bcNit r«a«rvatlons on Eastam and South Eastam Raltwaya 1 

5185 

12-40 

Chhipra Express Bi-Weekly 

4-30 

5186 

trains. 

dial 203BOO (from 9 am to 0 fmi on waakdaya and S 



Dep 4 Arri —Wed 4 Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundays and gazettsd holidsys). 



22 




JUNIOR WHIRL □ Hal Kaufman 



STOP THIEFI A IhM. •bova. It making oH with a rathar larga 
haul To compMa tha plctuta, add llnat dot to dot. 


a SAY WHAT' Unscramble each U S stafi s one word 
motto 1 Rhode Island—POEM 2 Utah-SYDTUHIN 
3 Wisconsin—WDROARF 4 Texas—NESHPIFOIR 

dii|Spu0uj f pjVMjoj C Ajisnpui z adOH l 


ITS A metal TESTEHI 

Four five-lettar words that Interact 
with tha word METAL are required 
to complete the word square 
above See how quickly you can 
find the words Oeflnitiona are as 
follows 

1 Iron or tin, for exampla 
(already shown) 

2 Rub out 

3. Try a Mta 

4. Roadside flower 

6 Dirty looks 

Remember, a word square con¬ 
sists ol a group of words that read 
the same both horizontally and 
vertically 

•iM -1 s xnv r M«x c mia z 



a CUSS ACTI Jaapar'a 
aaat in achool Is in tha 
middle row, third from tttm 
front and fourth forward 
from tha bach. Two par- 
sons ah to Jaapar's left, 
and two sit to his right. 

Now than. If all tha rotiva 
havs tha same number of 
seats, and all tha seats are 
filled, how many students 
ara In tha class? 


(MM* tAij |0 SMOi I|S) Amlix 


hocus-focus 


FUNSPOT 


/filv 




HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN YOI^ TRUST YOUR EYES’’ There are at least six differ¬ 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find ihemT Check answers with those below 

msMUip ti cteto 9 luMiuip SI eusipaN S wssuit si i|Sns 
r SuisSHu n opeu e rauous n exaeis ; Buitsiui« esnoMpxg t sesuejegia 






HELD OVERI "Look Ma, one handl” aays the gymnast, ssorklng out 
above Add the following colore neatly: 1—Red 2—U. blue. 
3—Yellow 4—Lt. broem. S—Flesh tones 6—Ok. blue. 7—Ok brown 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

BREATHER 


THEN score ? points each for all 
words of lour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to score af least M pelnfs. 

qwu snu MUOSOMI SKSSsad 






































- RIES 

ktorch 21—April 20 

The emphasis this 

_ week IS on house 

home, property land office and 
industry Romance will bloom in 
the next 11 days You may have 
to buy sell go in for trading, 
commission and agency work 
Health improves but do not 
over indulge in food and bever¬ 
ages A pumey, including long 
distance and immigration, is 
possible 

AURUS 

April 21—May 20 

Hard work and cosy 
comforts lor Tau- 
reans Romance will be your life 
blood In finance, do expect to 
dose a deal or get a promo¬ 
tion Despite sustained hard 
work your health will remain 
more or less fine Travel love 
and money make the three aces 
Learn to relax with a recipe and 
devote more time to your kids 

EMINI 

May 21—June 20 

Travel shift transfer 
legacy and the gal 
vanising of the home front are 
the highlights of the week Ro 
marKe blossoms after February 
9 Legacy, loan trading and 
collaboration form Ihe quartet for 
you Your energy level may not 
be very high Go for regular 
checkups Travel is your birth¬ 
right Children education and 
renovation will occupy most of 
your time 

ANCER 

Jgna 21—July 20 

You will socialise like 
a champion and 
laugh heartily Romantic activi¬ 
ties are assured Deeds and 
contrads will be signed in your 
favour As far as health is con¬ 
cerned you will have too many 
irons in the fire so learn to rest 
and recoup February and March 
will keep you busy in terms of 
communication and short trips 
Expect relatives and foreigners 
to drop in 

EO 

July 21—August 20 
You Will work like a 
bulldozer Parents, 
and elders will interfere in 
your work But remember they 
mean well Stridly speaking ro¬ 
mance hots up after February 
11 A promotion or recognition of 
your talents is very probable 
Your health remains suspect 
Travel only for serious work and 
business collaboration Devote 
some time to home and children 







IRGO 

August 22—Sept 22 

Visits conferences 
interviews collabora¬ 
tions, a|:pointments and success 
in ventures are the salient 
features of the week You will be 
full of charm and verve The 
result will be that you will score 
over others A job switch or an 
increase in perks is possible If 
you continue to be regular in 
your habits your health will re 
main steady Hobbies 

gardening antique arts and kids 
give you a tremendous thrill 


IBRA 

Sepi 23—Ocl 22 

The accent this week 
will be on children 
games of chance loans trust 
and investments Love and 
socialising give you immense joy 
and pride Buying shopping 
selling banking and investments 
are well signified Minor back 
troubles and colds may be antici¬ 
pated and remedied Travel is an 
important ingredient of the week 
Expect visitors to drop in A visit 
from the stork or an official en¬ 
gagement IS on the cards 




BIRTHDAYS 


February 4 

No Strong aspect Matters re¬ 
lated to children, show business 
acting, communication, journal¬ 
ism and entertainment will give 
you untold Joy and ecstacy. 

' February 5 

I Moon tnne Sun You will suc¬ 
ceed beyond expectation pro¬ 
vided you make a deliberate and 
conscious effort Be puqx>seful 
Romance, socialising and sub¬ 
stantial gains are the other 
goodies for you 

February 6 

Moon conjunction JujMter This 
conjunction favours lovers and 
employees Those who are in¬ 
terested in research as weM as 
the arts should make it big 

February 7 

Moon oppositnn Saturn This 
opposition means that you must 


take care of your health and 
beware o' treachery and flattery 
Expenses will be heavy Howev¬ 
er on and after August 19, the 
situation will show a marked 
improvement 

February 8 

Moon ojsposition Neptune Your 
dreams, aspirations and hopes 
will be fulfilled Be practical and 
level-headed If you do that, 
there are more chances of effi¬ 
ciency and therefore, success. 

February 9 

Full moon Leo, Western astrolo¬ 
gy The full moon always brings 
imjxirtant changes In the Iffestyle 
of an individual These changes 
wHI be In complete evidence 
from mid-August 

February 10 

Moon'sexttle Jupiter Late in the 
night, moon sextiles Jupiter it 
will help actors, publishes, in¬ 
dustrialists. those m TV, video, 
electronics, computers. Journal¬ 
ism, trading apd advertising. 


CORPIO 

Oct 23-Nov 22 

An official engage¬ 
ment. marriage, busi¬ 
ness connections, foreign col¬ 
laborations. publictty and image 
building ventures are Indicated 
Romance will be hectic and ar¬ 
dent Those in business and 
profession do wonderfully well 
Accept psychological pressures 
and ail will be wcri| Travel will 
bring pleasure and profit Child¬ 
birth or education of childran, 
and buying and selling of proper¬ 
ty are a strong direction of the 
week 



AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23-Dec 20 

You Will reach out to 
people In a fantastic 
manngr You will have a chance 
to make good money Romance 
blooms after a week Health im¬ 
proves and so does your effi¬ 
ciency Expect visits calls, inter¬ 
views, meetings and confer¬ 
ences A trip IS possible 
Your home will give you the 
solace and comfort you do need 
now 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 

The week signifies 
children romance, 
hobbies entertainment, promo¬ 
tion buying and selling You will 
be loved respected and cher¬ 
ished Income and expenses will 
even out Your health remains 
excellent Expect people to call 
on you or invite you to their city 
or village 




QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Feb 18 

Home parents and 
elders do have a very 
major say in your life this week 
You will be exceptionally affec¬ 
tionate and canng Expenses will 
skyrocket Learn to meditate and 
sleep at an appropriate hour 
Travel will be entertaining You 
will establish happy contacts 

ISCES 

Fab IS-March 20 

Travel, trips, ex- 
- penses, visit to clin¬ 
ics and rewards are the main 
trends of this week You will love 
in the tradition of Romeo and 
Majnu Your earnings will in¬ 
crease and you will also spend 
lavishly Friends will be helpful 
Take extra care of your health 
Go for regular checkups You 
will travel because your heart will 
be pining and yearning for affec¬ 
tion A major reshuffle at home la 
Hkely 
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Me'MAM AMO OR.KO FIWD TMCM 96 L\/E 6 IM 
eteemia rack as TMEV emcbse. feom 
M ieAWDA's aeceET fassase... 



f I HAVE MAMV 
DirnEO A« 
C>ErFEMt3EP OF 

©CAvskaju., oacQ.. 


AMO I M 6aM6 TO BE LATE FDR 
OWE OF TMEM IF I DON'T SET 
MOVIMO .' THE MI5SiM© JG*JBiA 
CASE lA/ILL HAVE TO WAIT 





ALL ■mAT. AMP \ THE FDWEJ2 OF 
VOU JUST WANTEO I GRAySI^WLL OICJW'T 
TO SEE VHAT ] IS5UE ME A WATCH, 
TIME rr 15 F; / 0^0 .. 50 1 , 

y Z)0 : COME ON, WE've 
eoT TO Hueey/ 


tt 



T: 




A SHORT TIME LATER AT THE ETEENOS 
ORFHA MASE. / ^q, MAJOR OF 

~y ETEeWOS. I'D LIRE TO THAWIC 
HE-MAN FOR JONINS US Tt) 
S^HOMOR THIS YOUHG HERO.' f 






!y) 



CONGRATULATOWS, SARIWPy 
YOUR classmate WOULD 
HAVE BeeN IN TROUBLE IF 
you HADN'T POUND HIM 
IN THAT VVEU. 






WOULD >00 BE WITH > UH.OH WO IVAyTO 
ME OW THE VIDSCREEM [ SET AWAY TMIO TIME 
SHOW * I'M - 

KINPA SHV,. /F OF COURSE. DOW'r 

y WORRy? CLARICE AMO I 
J ARE OLP 
^FRIEMD5.,/' 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one’ A minor acadent in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Medidaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domialiary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitaiisation 
at home, under special arcumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) tt also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India's Medidaim 
Policy It off^ you so much for so littte' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domialiarv 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

3100 

250 

17600 

— 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

37 750 

5250 

840* 

52 750 

7400 

1300* 

82 500 

11500 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 

Ai r&dAyo rieGe^va s ince Co oi nd« 


Aoebmit 5 70 years • Personal Acodent cxwer 
available (xi pa^Tient of additional prerniurii 



1919 1989 

BORN TO LEAD 


E D + C LAI 
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, Ho dol#l «. kidn^ lor 
tnos^bOt iMqr iM be cnh 
ijr cwdable, but tUi is no 
mat to fo ebout ft. 
governing shoulli- in^ 
UUafiikte^ legislRte euieni* 
ments ind ensure diet 
gulible people are not dep- 
riv^ Of di^ Inh^ 41^ 
recipients not exfMbed So 
rutUbssly. 

dU Srti4v«M MarOjp, 
Secundenbad 



* Yob sbdtddgive us sucb 
ioibmudkib tegidaily. 
Subrata Baan, 

Agupera (N. Z^Ptfganaa} 

allie story showed to 
what extent nan can fid foe 
the sdee of npObey. The. 
unscniindaius own ih«cifved 
in die trade ahOaid heiaih 
inedbrtely punished. 

DJ. Fntioi 
dfaubaiieswar 

a ii was dxxddng as :w!eli 
as heait*Knd^ to. read 
the story. Sone dMciuliit- 
ious toids ^ doctors tms'' 
advantage of Ifie. pavjnrt^ 
and hetpiesanefS: pf 'lm 


/ befsga are wflfing to part 
widi their orvuis, aided by 
doctors, patienta and rmd- 
dlemen. One doesn’t know 
whom to lake pity on: the 
donor die redpteot or 
the doctor. 

. I am afraid mdaver 
. t ia i> i |i i M t wl Oho aoou 
^ dadyaoo hraketage tedma 
the hrirs fre nnlde more 
S t iiu gen t 

JPh r imyn n th n , 

■ tt in not wise to let a 
jpadisnt dte for want of a 
. .^Udney. Kd, at the same 
Bthmv 




P the Mtide waik excefint 
and widl dmed. When the 
haxicent viedma get de* 
sfimte and have to go to 
n i idleifi e n, theiatiwaeiae 
the oppMtniihy. After the 
pchfrmkm of die ardde, T 
nope some action w9i be 
taken. 

.Oehnnjui 

BMdWMtfayay. 

HiddfarTowiislito ^.B.) 

■ You have authentically 
portrayed how human 


Kaustim rBsa^’iir ^er 
tfw' hpineis. DecenPer 
‘MY od'. die bisocniBcfSa. 
Of Mtrobgeri W femdNt 
poiiilaS fixtunea, to trim 
but the heedinet *A toke 
Called Astrology’, has not 
done justice to this celestial 
science, wbkfa w said to 
have been emmdated by 
Brahbw himsell 
bidiatt astrologers often 
fid to predet poGtical for¬ 
tunes accurst^ because 
they are tbemseJves com¬ 
mitted voters and their 
predictions are biased ^ 
sides, pcedskm is depen¬ 
dent on correct horoscopes 
wtiicb in turn depend on the 
accuracy (d not^ the tine 
ofbidi. The fruit dais lies 
ii cNV mtetpretatioD and 
not tito sdenro 
iMmarjlt Kninar B«kfi» 
Calcutts 

■ The predkrtiims about 
the elections ptdriiPi^ n 
the November 5 issue 
proved to be tborouidih^ 
bogus, proving thereby 
that these so-called 
astrologers are nothing but 
cheats and frauds who have 
little knowie^ oi the sci¬ 
ence aixl mi^uide people 
at will 

O.K. Ghosh, 

Ranchi 


Ray Nods 


Satyajit Ray is admittedly a 
genius as his works have 
been aodained the world 
over. But the dain d Am 
Rasul (Post Mortem, De-' 
oember 31) that he has a 
‘'remarkable'’ eye ‘Tor de- 
tal” is imacceinable. 

In Apur Sarisar. be ban 
dqiicted an old-time situa¬ 
tion, bm in one of the old 
ragway passenger coaches, 
one CPI deai^ see the 
matnig, £hstonsfraln«y. 


TheTdegraph 

11 FEBRUARY 1990 


wP Calcutta, the city 
which cannot be wished 
away, has now inspired the 
inimitable R.K. Laxman. 


13 


■ Tracing the 
history of the Kremlin. 


16 


■ ww Gorgeous zari 
work is produced by the 
humble artisans of Howrah. A 
photofeature. 


18 


Binti,(W.E} 


I mm We focus on a 
unique Krishna temple in a 
remote West Bengd village, 
exposed to the ravages of 
time. 

SECTIONS _ 

4 Profile 


7 Days 
Junior Whirl 
Inner Eye 
Ckjmics 
In the News 








' -: iai 





f 


Bi 


■“'SS.V: 






; ,.,t> • • 

/. ■ • 



KARATE KID 


ne day 1 will be a 
I I Karate Kini;." says 
four year old Sunny 
Ghosh who patliiipated in the 
All India (jojukai Cham 
pionships held reiently in 
Pune I he fair and chubby 
gentle looking kid weighing a 
little over 10 kgs. not only 
took part in the Kata (a test to 
find out the fighter s ability to 
beat a squad of opponents) 
with other participants older 
(seven to 15) than him but also 
managed to come second m 
the basic test which 
accepted 12 participants be 
tween six and nine years of 
age In the basic, the techni 
que, style, senousness and 
motivation are watched 
Sunny studies in the nursery 
section of St Paul’s Schcxil "In 
fact I just thought of taking 
him to the meet to improve 
the mental strength of the kid, 
but 1 am astonished at his 
performance, says his coach, 
Labt Shaw Sunny’s beaming 
father, Sankar Ghosh, adds, 
He began punching sandbags 
right from the age of two He 
jogs over three and a half kms 




# 


















Picking up a few tips from coach Lalit Shaw 


ny’s parents have to face fre¬ 
quently IS about possible m- 
junes " To tell you frankly we 
are not afraid at all We want 
our children to team some- 
thuiK special and stand hi^ 
above the others I have also 
had my daughter, Biky, admit¬ 
ted to the same karate 
school," says a confident Mrs 
Juma Ghosh “We will go as far 
as he can We would like to go 
to the farthest extent " 
Sunny, also known to his 
friends as Saikat, admits m his 
childlike tone that he has many 
friends and he is always the 
He-Man, not the Skeletor, to 
them "But my friends are not 
afraid of me and my sister My 
favourite hero is Superman 
andHanuman I watch all (war) 
films ” Speakmg about his 
dreams. Sunny recounts, “1 
dream that I am lost in the 
deep jungles of Dengkaii (the 
reference is from Phantom 
comics) It is raining heavily 
and suddenly Skeletor 
appears I don’t use the 
sword, but my bare hands to 


tear him apart ” 

Says Mrs Ghosh, “Sunny is 
not ^ssy about food But he 
loves milk and meat, and 
sometimes, rosogoUas ” His 
coach, who has great expecta¬ 
tions from little Sunny, adds 
“We have had kids all the tune, 
but there was certainly some- 
thmg special m this little one 
and so I took him for the meet 
I have never taken kids of this 
age In fact, he was not 
allowed to take part m the 
basic, but on my earnest re¬ 
quest they decided to relax the 
rules and Sunny was the 
youngest participant m the 
meet" 

When Sunny was asked ab¬ 
out the thmgs he loved domg, 
he promptly replied, “I love 
only karate " He welcomes 
everyone with a bow and says 
“Ooze," which his coach ex¬ 
plains as “Namaskar " He 
practises all day with his elder 
sister, Biky, who is also a 
student of CKC Sunny has 
proved to be a quick learner, 
he IS usually the demonstrator 


in the club’s practice session 
“My children are not TV 
addicts,” says Mr Ghosh 
proudly “When they have 
done theff homework, they 
prefer to have either me or my 
wife as the referee and the 
‘battle’ between the brother 
and sister begms” 

Speakmg at^t his expen- 
ences of the meet and the 
tour. Sunny recalls with a 
cheesy smile, “I am always 
dymg to team contact punch 
(children below 12 are not 
^owed to perform body con¬ 
tacts) and I don't know where 1 
was taken, but I became very 
serious as the uncles told me 
that if I did well they would 
give me prizes. Besides, I 
don’t mmd gomg anywhere m 
the world as long as there is 
karate over there and the peo¬ 
ple of that place love karate ” 
Then, Sunny adds a httle 
sternly. “I don’t like to talk so 
much. I prefer to do things. If 
you wani I can show you how 
punches are dehvered.’’ 
Robin Roy 


^ ^ 1 mold li«e t» 

wciunge tbe CMi^rttet w 
TtrrbK mi 
•'Fciwm. 

im md the Vay Sesf ef 
Sootplom for 

lU of Modem TbttitR 

Roiei' tieSaghtmiCaai^ 
CrntfactRuh*- 
Batuab. Rrantik, P.O. sq- 
ptdchun, Guwabeb 781003. 

4 8t«dy miRcrW: I wot# 
like to expunge a set of UTl 
Roulcee 1988 tutorid bodof 
(oomprising a set of 36 hooka) 
for tone story books ami 

Rodt muaic cassettes. Write 
to Soumen Ghoidi, Flat no. 
A>10/8, Kahndi Housing 
£atate, Calcutta 700089. 

• Typewriter and camera: 

1 would like to exchange a 
portable electronic typewriter 
and an SLR camera with tek|f 
and wide angle tenses and a 
flash with fbr a VCR or 
anythiiM of corresponding 
vakie. Write to Nahn Sinha, 
BD-273 Salt lake CHy. 
cmta 700064. 

• Stamps: 1 would like to 
exchwge 200 stands ku- a 
calculator: Write to Waant 
Athar, C/o Mrs A. Anur, P.O. 
Box 862i Caicutta GPO. 

• Law bopka and parsimal 
computer: I offer severri 
books <m company law end 
ncometax, and a dB spectrum 
pmwnal computer to any- 
thiQg oorn^xinding vdue. 
Contact Rijeah Poidaa, lA, 
Heynhatn R9ad.Calcutta20i 

• StmBjMandpempiR liafa: 

1 offer ^'iqdum aw foreign 
atam^ and d^pempal Hsu 
far ppsi^ofGni Sabatk 
ai and Sam m or anythmg of 
i m ftP W fondfog value. Coi^ 
^ '"Nfdirafaar^t tHiannaifa*, 

Bhur Shillong 


















































C alcutta is the most 
sketchable dty I have 
seen. I have in my 
travels both inside and outside 
the country come across some 
very interesting narrow cob¬ 
bled lanes, high weather¬ 
beaten walls of houses dotted 
with dath eye^ts of vdndows, 
rows of tiled roofe with jagged 
edges, crumbling ruins of t«n- 
l^s, weed-grown mansions, 
disintegrating ornate iron 
gates of stately homes, fluted 
pilivs holdi^ aloft facades of 
majestic buildings, and so oa 


/ t 
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An inimitable 


cartoonist s 


incisive look at the 


city 



Extracted from Calcutta 
tamgea bv itK. Laxnum; 
The MaiiJusbree 
Foandatloii, Calcutta; 
RadOO. 






































Bridge fuD of cnss-cross fanes, 
triangles and rectangles at 
one end and on the odier, the 
ubiquitous circular udieels of 
rickshaws, buses, push-carts, 
the stacked up empty tar 
drums, the verti^ fanes of the 
mighty public buildings, 
triangular roob, curved bal^ 
nies, etc The colour is sup¬ 
plied by hoardings advertising 
TV sets and tyres, baby food 
and soft dnnks But the real 
contributions are made by the 
millions of tattered cmema 
posters stuck all along the 
waUs of every street, every 
pillar, every bit of exposed 
space Agamst this backdrop, 
the vast theatre called Calcut¬ 
ta, the drama of hfe is enacted, 
involving a medley of pave¬ 
ment dwellers, bus passen¬ 
gers, trains, business execu¬ 
tives, tourists, beggars, 
housewives, school chil^n, 
nckshaw-pulleis, scholars, 
holy men, wedding proces¬ 
sions, protesters, joggers, 
cows, dogs, crows and so on, 
all m incongruous juxtaposi¬ 
tion Looking at this panorama 

















one can’t help becoming some- 
n^t philosophical and may 
see in all this a certain sad¬ 
ness, satire and perhaps an in- 
defiiudrle salvation. 

To make these drawings, 1 
chose not pen and ink nor paint 
and brush but the common ev¬ 
ery day pendL A pencil sketch 
has an innocent quality about it 
which the more elaborately 
wwked out pen and ink draw¬ 
ing or painting does not seem 
to possess. A pencil in a com¬ 
petent hand wffl trace a visual 
mage and capture the sharp¬ 
ness or softness or vagueness 
of an object and the result ac¬ 
quires a strange charm of its 
own. Also, a fleeting image is 
not a photographic representa¬ 
tion but an after impression, 
rel^ on the memory. 

The sketches are of this 
Uni I haVe left out the ob¬ 
vious; the Umitiar monuments 
oU places. A camera is better 





equipped to do that job. So the 
viewer should not expect to 
see m these drawings, any re¬ 
semblance to reality. If indeed 
there happens to be any I will 
say it IS purely coincidental as 
the fiction writer would, after 
basing the entire tlieme for his 
novel on real people and hap- 
peni^! Just lie he exercises 
poetic license, I have attemp¬ 
ted, in graphics, some sort of 
fiction, so to speak. Thus the 
pavement dweller, the haw¬ 
ker, the fishmonger, the 
vegetable vendor, the rick- 
shaw-puUer, the bridges, the 
garbage heaps, the drain 
pipes, the batters, the build¬ 
ings, the mansions, the fines 
and otter trivia are there, of 
course, in reality. But 1 have 
taken them and refashioned 
them after my own artistic in¬ 
clinations and humorous atti¬ 
tude towards what goes on 
around me. ■ 


















OH, TO BE REBORN A SERVANT! 


T he advertiser is to be 
congratulated for having 
such touching foith in 
humanity, for having such 
belief in myths and 


illusions. Let us wish him ev¬ 
ery good hick. He will [vobabty 
ne^ it even more v^n his 
wish is granted. 

Servants have been sent cm 
earth to provide a constant 
vindication pf the theory d 
Karma. Lead a pure and unble¬ 
mished life and the chances are 
that you will be bom again to 
the elevated status of a ser¬ 
vant. The more wicked your 
lifestyle, more the chances of 
your being condemned to 
being bom an employer in your 
next incarnation. Contradiction 
of terms, did you say? Not ht 
all. Any householder will tes¬ 
tify as to who is the actual 
ruler of the domestic em(we. 
Your ‘humble’ servant, of 
course. The image of the 
pathetic, niggedy creature 
ceaselessly toiling from dawn 
to dusk, so lovingly prop¬ 
agated by the Hindi filnunaker, 
is as real as Sridevi’s 
eyelashes. 

Reality is more like this. A 
perfectly well dressed entity, 
booted and wristwatched, pre¬ 
sents himself to interview you. 
As you clear your throat, the 
eyes of the new arrival does a 
quick reconiK^e of your living 
arrangements. Notes with dis¬ 
pleasure that the TV isn't in 
evidence and furthermore 
there are far too many rooms 
for comfort. After trival mat¬ 
ters like basic salary (approx¬ 
imately a little less than what 
the breadwinner earns) is dis¬ 
pensed with a cynical laugh (on 
his part), he points out that he 
is non-ve^ accustomed to one 
day's hotoy a week and one 
month’s paid holiday a year, 
rather prefers tery-cotton 
shirts and coconut and 
hopes that the hours of duty 
would be humane. Something 
like three hours in the mon^ 
and two hours m the evening. 
The prospective employer 
notes with silent gratitude that 
the future saviour has forgot¬ 


ten about provident fond and 
bonus. Overjoyed at having 
fmmd a cook-cum-bearer nho 


has actually deigned to stay, 
she whispers tearfully, "Thy 
wish is my conmand”. From 
there on starts the reign vdiich 
would have given even Attila 
the Hun an inferionty com¬ 
plex. 

Morning starts with the rat- 



A harried and 


harassed' 
housewife’s 


dream 



tie of the tea tray, dunqied 
unceremoniously on the night 
table. The tea, of course, 
looks grey and tastes kind of 
strange, because the tea 
leaves were drowned in water 
which hadn’t been boiled prop¬ 
erly. Breakfost is a collage of 
bits of burnt toast and ^asy 
eggs. Whilst grimly tr^^ to 
swallow some delicious 
morsels, you suddenly find 
yourself engulfed in a dust- 
storm For it is dusting time. A 
fiick here, a flick there, crash 


goes our favourite vase and— 
silence. "When does the 
sweeper come?” asks your 
lielp’ irritably. 

Like magic the housework is 
completed. No matter that the 
dining table is full of cnuifos 
and the ashtrays are overflow¬ 
ing with stubs, it is now time 
to prepare hinch. After an hour 
of clashing and banging of pots 
and pans, he emerges trium¬ 
phant from the battle. He has 
succeeded in reducing the food 
to globs, floating despondently 
in an imif(»mly same gravy, be 
it meat, fish or vegetable. This 
‘nouvelle cuisine’ is, of course, 
demolished chiefly by its own 
creator. Siesta time follows 
during which you are ruslung 
around answering doorbells 
(the phone mistri two weeks 
too late, the children home 
from school and the postman 
with a VPP parcel wluch you 
never asked for anyway.) Ris¬ 
ing at dusk, fresh and alert, he 
homes straight for the TV, 
dinner being a cursory after¬ 
thought 

Days pass with husband and 
children groaning endlessly ab¬ 
out iivedible food and rude 
behaviour, but only you know 


how hicky you are to tave 
someone to fetch the 
kerosene, collect tte ndk and 
the weekly ratfons, and take 
the dog for a walk. Until aiai> 
dry items like the dddran’s 
felt pens and the huabaaifB 
shirts, start to vandt Al fln* 
gers point in one directian but 
stoutfy you deny afl alaga* 
tions. Tlien one day you find 
him delicately fingering your 
new watch. Rehictuitly you 
bid him adieu despite al the 
threats being thrown at you by 
the ‘iiguFed’ p^. He ieavoa 
in righteous kxfignatian and 
promptly tells your ovetjoywi 
neighbours how ill-treated 
und^ed and overworked ha 
had been. And you settle down 
to yet another long siege of 
endless housework and cm^ 
less interviews with pnapee- 
tive ‘helps’. 

The only consolation you 
can think is that after so 
many years of true penance 
and sacrifice, surely you aril 
be reborn a servant and it wl 
be your turn to wreak 
vengeance on your unfortaih 
ate employer. 

Did Sen 
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ffM OuMftofi; In slang, what dOM th* 
axprasskm ‘io do a Maiba” maan? 
(BlnaranI Sarfcar, 690 Laka Town, Cateut* 
taSO) 

Ant: Announcing ona’a ratlramanl with 
graat fanfara and tharaaftar making a 
comabaek. (Aftar Dama Nallla IMba, tha opara aingar, 
who mada this a habit. Frank Sinatra and Imran Khan 
hava followad in har fOotstaps—O’B) 



A report from Swapan 
MMukheqi on the last open 
quiz of 1969 

"Like the lazy hazy days of 
a Calcutta summer, the aty 
quiz-scene had a long dry 
season in 1989 Two of its 
popular events had to watt 
for the New Year So Calcut¬ 
ta s quiz bugs were longing 
for a break and that too for 
no less an event than the 
Argus Close-up, billed for 
mid-October last year It had 
to be postponed to January 
1990 

“January is the month of 
feast and fiesta in Calcutta 
With the Jawahartal Nehru 
Centenary Football Tourna 
ment and the International 
Film Festival which added 
extra attractions this year 
stilt a slot was left open for 
the Argus Close-up Quiz Af¬ 
ter two days of hectic eli¬ 
mination and preliminary 
rounds the grand finale 
came on a January evening 
The Dalhousie Institute wore 
a festive look with a well- 
decorated arena to bill the 
event Of the eight teams 
TNT Tears (last year s run¬ 
ner-up) had to scrape 


through They had a close 
call when they beat Octette 
on the last question of the 
last preliminary round to 
qualify for the knal Others in 
the final were IIM-Calcutta, 
Vas Victis, Magnum 
Spookies, Dalhousie Insti¬ 
tute A & B and Lake Youth 
Club TNT Tears OI-AarKi 
Spookies were the only three 
seeded teams to reach the 
final 

“After a gruelling battle 
ranging for three hours over 
audio oral and video rounds, 
the Ol-A team proved that 
they are really the A" team 
by sconng 31 points under 
the leadership of Neil 
O Bnen and duly supported 
by teammates (Derek 


O Bnen, Stanley David and 
Debabrata Mukheqi 
Spookies came next with 22 
and IIM-Calcutta got third 
place with 19 points 

“RM Sen as quiz master 
was superb in his question 
selection and presentation 
with ever-appreciated witty 
remarks The Dl-A also won 
the Aquo Grand Pnx for win¬ 
ning all the four major quiz 
events in Calcutta 

“The audience trophy, the 
Silver Argus Peacock was 
won by Gautam Ghose 

“Neil O Bnen, president of 
AQUO was quite nght when 
he remarked that such an 
event should have drawn a 
larger crowd' 


Sunil Mahta wntes from 
Silchar 

“My question is ‘How did 
Rai-Barelli, a UP township, 
get its name'’’ and my 
answer is 'Dunng the British 
Raj the Britishers built a lib¬ 
rary for themselves The loc¬ 
al people used to call it Lai- 
balchi (colloquial>and hence 
the name Rae-Barelli got its 
name'" 

It s an interesting story, 
Sunil But alas only a story, 
like Calcutta getting its name 
from the conversation be¬ 
tween the grasscutter and 
the Englishman According 
to the Encyclopedia Bnttani- 
ca it is named after the Bhar 
tribe 


Postscript: This weekend is 
the Argus Plate at the 
Dalhousie Institute prelims 
on Friday, February 16 at 
5 30 pm, and finals on Satur¬ 
day, February 17 at 6 pm 
The Percy Baptiste Quiz for 
schools also at the 
Dalhousie Institute on Febru¬ 
ary 17 at 3 pm 





























































































PANORAAAA 


KREMLIN 


T he Kremlin, that vast medieval 
citadel surmounted by golden 
domes, the seat of Soviet power, 
was once an insignificant, fortified outpost 
on a small hill on the Moscow River 
From 12th century fort to palatial com 
pound, the Kremlin would emerge as the 
touchstone of Russian history for more 
than 400 years, enduring centuries of inva 
sion, pillage and siege befoie such regal 
celebrations as the coronations and wed 
dings of the early iiiars were possible 
During the Mongol subjugation, which 
began in 1238 and lasted two centuries 
Moscow became the most powerful prinu 
palitv in Russia although its houses were 
Lttle more than log cabins and even its 
palaces and fortifications were made of 
wood 

Little IS left from the Mongol period 
because Moscow’s wooden houses were 
vulnerable to fire which swept through 
the city ev^ry 20 years or so 
Moscow s permanence was assured in 
1480 when a Mongol army withdrew with 
out attacking during the reign of Ivan the 
Great lo put his stronghold in the top 


The very sound conjures 


up visions of immense 


power, aJthough the 


citadel does appear to be 


under siege at the 


moment. But how did it < 


begin? 


Ill 


league of the world’s capitals, Ivan wanted 
impregnable fortifications incorporating all 
the lates* advances in military technology 
and an impressive citadel adorned with fine 
buildings 

Ivan set about rebuilding the Kremlin on 
a grand scale, bringing architects, military 
engineers and hydraulic experts from Ita 
ly This enormous undertaking, which 
took 30 years to complete, mcluded con¬ 
struction of a high castellated bnck wall as 
thick as 20 feet, with fortified towers at 
the comers and additional towers in be¬ 
tween 

Though numerous decorative additions 
have been made to Ivan’s fortifications in 
the past five centuries, and many of the 
old buildings have been destroyed, much 
(rf his "Italian Kremlin” still stands 
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(krtnodox m atidl utoltfctora-IQ 
October 1989 authoritif • auawad 
Aa cathadral to be uaad Ibr a 
tvUgtoaa sOrvica for the Arat tlaie 
lincelOlS 

1) Nawlywada fcdloor traAthm ai^ 


1 nn i r«v./-); t i • < (Tk vtttt) .tt #3 r 


unknown Soldier at the KratnUn In 
Moacow. The tomb la located Juat 
outalde the Araanal, one «rf tte 
Jargeat bulldiiuia in tbe d9^re 
Kremlin complM 

3) Snow-diiated domaa of St Baall’a 
Cathadrai at dawn in Red Square 
are a (tamboyant landmark juat 
outaide the Kremlin, aymbol of 
Soviet power ainee the 1917 
Ravdution 

4) Star-topped Savior Tower, one of 
20 towera riaing from the Kremlin 
walla, dominatea Moacow’a Red 
Square along with the 

St Baail’a Cathedral and 
the pyramldUke Lenin 
Mauaolcum 



In tht di>s of Ivan and afleiward a 
whole medieval city existed within the 
Kremlin wills—workshops and banacks 
gieat houses for noblemen a monaster) 
and dozens of chutches lo){ paved streets 
teemuiR with pe-ople 

Peter the great abandoned the Kremlin 
ui 1712 moving to the new eapital lit built 
at St Pett'isbuig now Leningrad Kiemlin 
hfe did ntit revive until Moscow became 
the capital again in 1918 after the revolu 
tion 

The Kremlin (deiived from kreml 
Russian for citadel) sprawls over 69 acres 
on Its triangular hdltop site I he palates 
churches and museums that make up the 
State Museums of the Moscow Kremlin 
contam a dazzling collection of nearly 


100 000 objects illuminating seven cen¬ 
turies of Russian ro>al lift 
And treasures ate still turning up As 
recently as 1988 a workman digging a 
hole III a basement floor near the Savior 
Tower found a hoard of 299 pieces of 
Ikhtcntui) silver jewelltrv and objects 
I hey are believed to have belonged to a 
weallhv ruler captuied and killed bv the 
Mongols 

A ccess to Innity lower one of 20 
towers rising from the Kiemlm walls. 
IS through a closely guarded entrance that 
leads to the headquarters of Kremlin 
security the surrealistic ally named Palace 
of Amusements where Joseph Stalin hved 
in the 1920s and ’30s 
As we approached the Palace of Amuse- 
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merits our RubMdn tomparuons were tense 
and nervous as if some secret wis about 
to be revealed Inside fnnilv lower we 
were greeted by a most unexpeeted 
Scene I he guard on duty was playing i 
tiumpet at his desk I he towel serves as 
the le he at sal studio of the Kremlin Coni 
nnnd mt s I xemplary Band a highi) 
aeeomplished militaiy band that pins it 
oifieial funetions 

Kremlin has a reeurring pioblem with 
flocks of hooded erows on its rooftops 
Because the sound of gunfiie inside Kreiii 
lin walls would be an embarrassment the 
commandant s office texik up falconiy as i 
more discreet means of culling the erows 

ITie falconry operation was not a total 
success Crows apparently know a 
goshawk when they see one and they 


immediately fly away en nuisse I never 
saw a e row caught 

On a wmtei morning just before leaving 
Moscow I ipproached the Kremlin 
through the Alexandrovsku Gardens Chil 
dren were sliding down the steepest part 
of the Kremlin hill on improvised tobog 
gans an officially unsanctioned pastime 
winked at by officials 

At the Borovitskaia Tower gate I 
noticed a nuhtia captain of the Kremlin 
ele tail pulling some seeds out of his pocket 
Me iteognisod the man as one who had 
been elitheiilt on several previous occa 
sions I he eaptiiin gave a little whistle and 
.1 bud flew ilovvn and texik the fexid from 
his hind Mike vimiself at home* he 
s lid vv iving iiu thieuigh with a big smile 
(iVrffiona/ Geogin/i/iie Nows .Vniied 
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FOCUS 


A del diet temple hidden by d cluster 
of trees in d remote villdge near 
loymigdr (South 24 Pargdnds dis 
tntt of West HengdI) has recently been 
attracting the attention of art historians 
1 he temple s outci walls are adorned with 
a beautiful fresco portraying important 
moments in the life of I ord Krishna 
Kxecuted in the eirly 19th century the 
fresco IS considtied unique for having 
adopted the style ot the Kalighat pafuas 
then flourishing in this part of the country 
loday amid neglei t and the onslaught of 
time, this woik of art is fighting a losing 
battle 

Diwan Nanda Kumar Hose had amissi d 


journey to Vnndaban Nanda Kumar de 
c ided to construct a temple similar to the 
one in Vnndaban to fulfil his mother’s 
wishes 

For reasons yet unknown, Nanda 
Kumar brought over an artist from Jaipur 
to decorate the walls of the Shyanisundar 
temple It could be that his stmt as the 
Diwan of the Jaipur royalty had acquainted 
Nanda Kumar with the delicate crafts 
manship of the artists theie Whether 
Nanda Kurnai instiucted the artist to 
imbibe the style- of the Kalighat pafuas or 
the Rajasthani sculptor lumself chose to 
uuoiporate this local pattern on the wall of 


the temple is not known by the survivmg 
members of the Bose clan 
Even the renowned historian, Bratm 
Mukhenee, was struck by the similanty 
the fresco had with the Kalighat pat Mr 
Mukherjee pointed out this resemblance at' 
a recent seminar in Calcutta The Interna¬ 
tional ScKiety for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) has begun taking interest in the 
temple and the fresco Last year, a team 
of ISKC(4N devotees arrived at the shrme 
and washed the walls by spraying water 
Members of the Bose family w^re, howev- 
tr irked by this exercise and strongly 
believe that the colours of the fresco have 
started fading faster after the treatment 


HARE KRISHNA! 


a fortune in the earlv t9th century woiking 
as a top otfic lal of the I ast India Company 
He had also served the Maharaja of Jaipur 
On It) bighas of land at Baharu vill.ige, he 
built the temple of Shyamsundar, specially 
for his mother His mother was old and 
ailing and could not undertake an arduous 


A damaged punthi: Unrealised value 


Tucked away in a remote 


village of West Bengal is a 


crumbling Krishna 


started attracting 


attention because of its 


unique fresco. 


Deepak Bhattacharya 


visited the place 


The neglected courtyard 



















Fresco paintings on the sidewall of the 
main temple: Unique 



A four-km walk from Bahani station l<xiay, the Bose clan which is now 
takes you to this village A glance at the divided into three groups, is fighting court 
numerous dilapidated constructions on the cases among themselves for nght of the 

10-bigha plot owned by the Bose family temple and the sui rounding land While 

gives an idea of Nanda Kumar’s passion for court cases hnger, theft has become 

building The Durga temple, now in a rampant I he shrine has been stolen and 
shambles, had once been an important so also some valuable jewels and gold 

centre of worship for the neighbourhood ornaments Some of the items have been 

Jagadindranath Bose, the aging trustee of rei overcd by the police, but these are 

the Bose estate, pointed out that the lying in the c ustody of the court as the 

Diwan had built three temples—Haraban legal battle is yet to be resolved A few 

Kunja, Madanmohan and Radhagobinda, all years back, about three bighas of land 
of them in the temple town of Vnndaban were gifted to the IcKal administration by 
The last two have survived even to this the family and a government office now 
day simply because Nanda Kumar had stands near the temple Besides, a sub¬ 
foreseen that dearth of funds often re- stantial area has bc-en declared as vested 

suited in poor maintenance of these land by the state government largely 

shnnes and had allowed markets to flour ieducing the estate Nanda Kumar had built 

ish near the temple premises Markets nearly two ccntunes ago Seveial mem 

bring revenue, Nanda Kumar with his Ixr*- of the Bose f.miily attend office in 

acute business sense, had realised more Cak utta some till the land while others 

than I'M) years ago ire unemployed 

D epicting scenes from Knshna’s col I heft and dc cay h ive also damaged and 

ourful life, the fresco IS divided mto leduitd the inteicsting collection of 

numerous parts and sub parts 1 he sc eties pi/nf/iis in the posse ssion of the Bose clan 

include Krishna with Radha and the gop/s After Nanda Kuimr died irouiid 18{‘S, his 

and the young Krishna stealing sweets son tcxik over Baicly,inith it .ippears had 

Each of these scenes is included in a 4 x4 a love for Icarnmgaiid got calligraphists 
aiea while some aie smaller composed to copy the Vedas, I'litanas, Sankhyas 

and executed within one or two square and the Bhimad (iita in flowing 

feet I*rcording to Jagadindranath, Nanda Bengali script Lven members of the 


A view of the unprotected main tempie 

Kumar had brought sandstone from Chu- family seemed to be unaware of the 

nar near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, for the importance of this possession and had 

temple There are no gaps or rebef allowed the pimthis to wear away Since 

between the scenes on the fresco and, at financial problems are making it virtually 

places, lack of scientific preservation has impossible for the presentday Boses to 

destroyed the colours At present, daily save their ancestral relics, it can only be 

worship continues following the Vaishnav hoped that the government will step in ano 

pattern save this preaous cultural treasuie ■ 






SUN 11 MON 12TUES 13 WED 14THUHS 15FRI 16 SAT 17 


7 DAYS 


All Momatlon glvan 
on these pages Is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press. 


RKCULAR snows 


Hindi Films 


• Awaargi (A): Paradisf (Ben- 
linck Street: 28.‘>4'I2), Crown (Raft 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 244822/, 
Naaz (Lower Chitpur Road, 
277273), Liberty (Chittaranjan 
Avenue, 533046) 4 shows 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star¬ 
ring Anil Kapoor, (lovinda and 
Meenakshi Seshadn 'I'he music is 
by Annu Malik 

• Baap Numbri Beta Dus 
Numbri: Orient (Bentinck 
Street, 281917), Gem (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road, 
249828), Pumasree (Raja R.ij Kis- 
sen Street, 554033) 

Directed by Aziz S.ijawal and 
with music by Nadeeiii Slira\an, 
the film stais Jackie Shroff, Farh.i, 
Aditya Pancholi, Shakti Kaptwr and 
Kader Khan, 

• Khatarnaak: New Cinema 
(Lenin Sarani, 270147)—4 shows 

The cast includes Sunjay Uutt, 
Anita Raaj, Karha, Kiran Kumar 
and Anupam Kher 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Elite (S,N 
Banerjee Road; 24i;i83), Indira 
(Indra Roy Road, 471757), Talkie 



Debashree Roy, Aruna Irani and Uttam Mohanty in Bhagyallpi 


Show House (Shibdas Bhadun shows; Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Rima Lagoo, Ila Arun and others. 

Street, 5,52270)—4 shows. Street; 254956), Basusree (S.P. The music is by Sharang Dev. 

Salman Khan and debutante Mukherjee Road; 484808), Srcc • Souten K1 Bell: Roxy (Chowr- 

Bhagyashree are the lead pair in (Bidhan Sarani; 551515)—aU noon inghee Place; 284138), Kalika 

this film, directed by .Sooraj R. shows. (Sadananda Road; 47814D—12, 3, 

Banatiya. The music is by Raam A film by Arunaraje. starting 6, 8.45; Moonlight (T.C. DutU 

Laxman Hema Malini, Vinod Khanna and Street: 254956)—3. 6. 8.45; Mitra 

• Rihaee (A): Hind (Ganesh Naseeruddui Sh.ih. Also m the cast (Bidhan Sarani; 551133)—noon. 

Chandra Avenue; 272473)—4 are Neena Gupta, Mohan Agashe, Jeetendra, Rekha andjaya Prada 









musk by Uaha Khanna. 

• Bhafyailpi: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani; U1S15), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Uijala 
(Russa Road; 478666)—3 shows. 

Sqit Kuni^s 6rst Bengali film 
which stars Tapas Paul. Oe- 
bashree Roy, Apa^ita, Anma Ira' 
ni, Paintal and the dkector himself. 
The musk is by Sumitra Lahiri. 


Special 


15 February onwards 

fight Days on Canapati—an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings and sculptures 
by Gosto Kumar, till February 22. 

At Chitrakoot Art iiallery (55 
Ganahat Road; 755314). 

IS February: 6.30 pm 

Natanain Kalakshetra present a 
solo Bharata Natyam dance rental 
by Raiuabati Sircar, disciple of 



Raajabatl Sircar 


Guru Khagendranath Barman, as 
part of Rukmmi Devi Arundale's 
82nd birth anniversary celebration. 

At Gyan Manch (II Pretoria 
Street). 

16 February: 6 pm 

Eastern Rtdiway Women's Orga¬ 
nisation, Howrah Division, pre¬ 
sents an Odissi dance recital by 
Aloka Kanun^ and a light classical 
vocal recital by Prateek 
Qioudbury. 

At Vid^ Mandir (Moira Street; 
446420). 



AMaKuMBgo 

17 February: 6 pm 

Upasana Ssnskriti Parishad s 
Nrityameb VO features Papiya 
Ghosh (Kadiak), Tomiko Furumo- 
to (Bharata Natyam) and Radha 
Dutta (Mohini Attam). 

At Bharatiya Bhasa Parishad (36 
Shakespeare Sarani; 449962). 

TRAVEL 


IMiim's 


NOTf: All arrival and da- 


partura tineas ara for Cal* 
eutta. nguras In braekats 
danota tha days, 1 babia 
Monday. 




Csicutta-Bombsy-London- 
New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6); AI-309/A1-I01 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): AI-1651/ 
A1-16S at 0500. 

Calcutta-Oelhi-Parls-London: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-I35 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta; Arr. (7): A1-112/AI- 
1122 at 0330. 

Fra nkfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta; Arr. (7): A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 

Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 162b. 
Calcutta-Dubal-Moscow; Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1, 4); R)-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): RMS) at 0830 
Belgrade-Calcutta-BeIJIng: 
Arr. (1): JU-492 at 0955; Dep. (1): 
JU-492 at 1055. 

BeIJIng-Calcutta-Belgrade; 

Arr. (1): JU-493 at 2325; Dep. (2); 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Calcutta-Slngapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3. 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Calcutta-Kathmaadu: Dep. 
(1): RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (3): 
RA-214 at 1050, Dep. (5): RA-214 
at 1650, Dep. (2. 3, 4, 6. 7); 
lC-247 at 1740; Arr. (1): RA-213 
at 1150, Anr. (3): RA-213 at 0950, 
Arr. (5); RA-213 at 1550, Arr. (2, 
3, 4, 6, 7): iC-248 at 1640. 
'Delhi-Cslcutts-Dluka: Air. 
(4): IC-443 at 0830; Dep. (4); 
IC-443 at 0910. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Deihl: Arr. 
(4): IC-444 at 1110; Dep. (4); 
IC-444 at 1150. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily)- 
BG-092 at 1200, Dep. (2. 3); 
BG-094 at 1730, Dep. (1. 4, 5, 6. 
7); BG-094 at 1900. Dep. (1, 2, 3. 

5, 6, 7); IC-223 at 1410, Dep. (4); 
IC-443 at 0910, Arr. (daily); BG- 
091 at 1115, Arr. (2.3); BG-093 at 
1645, Arr. (1. 4. 5, 6. 7); BG-093 
at 1745, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7); 


RE-8CHEPUUNG OF FUQHT8 
Prlntdd hw* it tha ngulmr Indim Alrllnaa solMduld. 
Howdvmr, Indidn AirfinM was feUowing • partial 
amarganey achadula wfian wa aiant to piaaa. Paaaaik' 
gara may oontaol 2 B 4W3 , 203138, 260008, 262002, 
560433,204433,960011 (Eat 314) for a a alata n oa. 


lC-224 at 1610, Arr. (4): IC-444 at 

1110. 

Calcutta>Chlttagong: Oq}. (2, 

5): BG-698 at 1245, Dep. (3, 6); 
IC-225 at 1445; Arr. (2, 5): BG- 
697 at 1145, Arr. (3. 6); IC-226 at 
1705. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2, 5); KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2, 5); KB-106at 
1330. 



Doimslic 1 




Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Ai- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcuna-Delhi: Dep. (7): Ai- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Cakutta: Arr. (1): AI- 
1320at 1340.; Arr. (7): AI-1122at 
0330. 

Iwdlaw 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700. IC-763 at 1340 and 
IC-402 at 1710; Arr. (daily); IC- 
401 at 1200. IC-764 at 1835 and 
IC-264 at 2210, 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-176 at 0900 and IC-273 at 1920; 
Arr. (daily): IC-175 at 0810 and 
IC-274 at 1830. 

Cakutta-Mhidras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-765 at 1715; Arr. (dafiy): IC- 
766 4( 2225. 

Calcutta-Bangalore; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-771 at 0705; Arr, (daily): 
lC-772 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (I, 
2, 4. 7): IC-277at 1745; Arr. (1. 2, 

4, 7): IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Ranchl: Dep. (daily): 
IC-205 at 1330; Arr. (daily): 1C- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Patua-Lucknow: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-235 at 1130; 
Arr. (1, 3. 5, 7): lC-236 at 1630. 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras: Dep. 
(2, 3. 5, 7): IC-542 at 0555; Arr. 
(2, 3, 5, 7): IC-541 at 1225. 
Calcutta-Port Blair. Dep. (2,4, 

6): IC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2, 4, 6); 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Varanasi- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4, 
ey. IC-%1 at 1700; Arr. (4, 6); 
IC-281 at 2045. 

Caicutta-Bbubaneswar: Dep. 
(1, 2, 4, 7): IC-269 at 1710; Air. 
(1, 2, 4, 7): IC-270 at 1930. 
Calctttta-Bhubancawar- 
Nagpnr-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5, 6): IC-269 at 1710; Arr. (3, 5, 
6):fC-270atl840. 


Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-703 at 0605 and lC-229 at 
1320; Arr. (daily): IC-704 at 06S5 
and IC-230 ,at 1610. 
Calcutta-Gnwahatl-DiiaapBr: 
D^. (1. 3, 5, 7): IC-219 at 0606 
md Dep (2, 4,6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-220 at 1045 
and Ait. (2, 4, 6): IC-220 at 1560. 
Calcatta-Guwahatl-Tatpnr* 
Jorbat-Caleutta: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 
6): IC-213 at 1210; Arr. (1, 2. 4, 

6) ; IC-213 at 1650. 
Calentta-Tsipur-Jarliat- 
Gnwahati-Calcutta: Dqi. (3, 5, 

7) : IC-213 at 1210; Arr. (3, 6, 7): 
IC-213 at 1710. 

Caleutta-lmphai: Dep (daiiy): 
IC-2S7 at 0620; Arr. (daily): IC- 
258 at 0900. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarii: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-201 at 1025; Arr. (dally): 
IC-202 at 1245. 

Caleatta-Agartaia-Sllehar: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): IC-237 at 0610; 
Arr. (2, 4, 6): IC-238 at 103a 
Calcutta-SHchar: Dep (^ify): 
IC-255 at 0600; Arr. (dafiy): IC- 
7S6 at 1010. 

Sllchar-Impiiai-Sllehar: Dep 

(daily): lC-259 at 0730; Arr. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-260 at 0900. 
Caicutta-Bagdogra: Dep (du¬ 
ly); IC-221 at 0605; Air. (duly): 
lC-222 at 0825. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai 
ly); IC-741 at 0945 and IC-743 ai 
1300, Dep. (2. 4, 6): IC-243 at 
0610; Ait. (daily): IC-742 at 1205 
and IC-744 at 1520, Arr. (2, 4, 6): 
IC-244 at 1030. 

CdkuKa^kllloag-Guwahatl- 
SUchar: Dep. (daihr); PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily); PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Bahar: Dep 
(2. 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Air. 
(2. 4. 6, 7): PF.708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-dorhat- 
Lilabari-DIbrugarb: Dep. (1, 

3. 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0816; Air. 
(1. a 5, 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-lmphal-DImapur: 
Dq>. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2. 4, 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calentta-Agartala^amalpar- 
Kallashar-Agaitala-Calentta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-729 at 0550; 
Air. (2, 4, 6): W-730 at 1040. 
Caientta-Jauabadpiir: Dep. 
(1. a Sk PF-717 at 0600: Atr. (1, 
a 5): HF-718 at 0800. 
Cakutta-Agartaia: Dep (1, a 
a 7): PF-729A at 0550; An. (1, a 
a 7) PF-730A at 0630. 
Cakutta-Aliawl-IBIchan Dep 
'dafiy): PF-70S at 1120; Air. (M- 











lentta-Mwksla'lUiBcU 

Dq>. (1, 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600 
Air. a. a 5): IT-7Wat 1025. 
Caleotta-Gawahati-Lllabari 


Ziio-Dapariio: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0030; Arr. (2, 4, 6); 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcatta-Gawahatl* 

Dlbrnfarb-PaMlfhat-Aloat: 


Dep. (1, a 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1, a 5): PF-724 at 1950 

Calcatta-Jamsbcdpor-Pataa: 

Dep. (a 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Air. (a4. 6). PF-726atl040. 

Calcutta-Dbaabad'Gaya- 

Pataa-Dhaabad-Calcatta: 

Dep. (1, a S): Wt.737 at 0600; 
Arr. (l,a5):PF-738«110a 


Departure 

EASTERM RAILWAY 

Arrival 

1 Ommtt SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnNat 

Up 

TIrrw 

Hmmrmh 

Tima 

On 

Up 

1MH 


Tim 

Dn 

2311 

10^ 

Otm KaUia MaU 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

21-00 

Maiiras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

3006 

10-20 

Amrinar Hail 

8-06 

3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

8001 

3003 

20^X> 

■oinfaay Mall via AHahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 

0 


2381 

9-15 

Alr-Coffitf. (Hm OMK) Is- 

pfMS tfia Aaya.ViiranJhRi 

18-00 

2362 

2880 

13-25 

Qltaniall (Bombay) Express 

14-15 

2859 






8034 

21-25 

Ahmarlabad Express 

4-15 

6033 






8030 

12-15 

Bombay Expram via Nagpur 

1515 

8029 

2303 

0-15 

Alr-CoiHt. (New DalM) Ea- 

184)0 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



praaa via Patna 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Exprsea 

13-45 

2612 



bep —Hon , Wad. FrI A Sun 





Dap— Tubs 





Arrl—Mon, Tuea, Thora & 





Am—Sun 





Sal 



8013 

17-30 

Tats Steal Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

Raidlumi Expfaaa 5 daye a 

11-00 

2302 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Expraaa 

21-55 

8012 



VMSk 



8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

6006 



Dep —Mon , Tuee. Thurs. FrI 



B015 

21-15 

Rartchl Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 



& Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Purl Expraaa 

530 

8006 



Arrl —Tues , Wed , Thure 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannalh (Purl) Expraaa 

7-45 

8410 



Sat & Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Dhaull IBhubanaawar) Expraaa 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

HtangM (Jamimi-Tawl) Exp. 

11-10 

2374 

8079 

23-15 

Tlrupatl Expraaa 

4-30 

8080 



TrI-Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

Eaat Coaat (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14-45 

8046 



Dap —Tuea , FrI 8 Sat 





prMi 





Arrl—Tuea Wed A Sal 



8017 

18-45 

PuruNa Express 

11-30 

8018 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanolial (Oorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



Dap—Except Saturday 





DfMS 





Am—Except Sunday 





bap—Mon A Thura 



2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 

22-15 

— 



Arrl—Thura A Sun 





Trivandrum Central Expraaa 



3009 

20-05 

Doom Expreaa via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

0-45 

Tootan Expreaa via Main Una 

18-15 

3006 



Guwahatl Express 



3040 

13-05 

Aimitaar Exptaaa 

15-45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-46 

DalM Expreaa via Main Una 

6-10 

3012 

_ 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

DalM Janata Expreaa via 

5-30 

3040 



Quwahatl Weakly Express 





Main Una 





(via VIsakhapsinam A 



3019 

16-05 

Utoknow Expreaa 

11-55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

MttMla Exprm 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchanjunga Expreaa 

20-50 

2558 

2850 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5650 

17-36 

Kamrup jOuwahalQ Expreaa 

6-30 

5660 



Terminus Weakly Express 



3317 

6-10 

Mack Diamond ExjNaaa 

21-25 

3318 



(via Howrah A VIsakha- 



3029 

17-15 

CoamoM Expreaa 

10-30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Eximaa 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Expraaa 

4-15 

3026 



Suparfast Express 





Dap —Wadnaaday 





(via VIsakhapatnam A 





Arrl -^ddav 





Madras) 



3071 

22-06 

Dap —Tuae , Thurs A Sat 

ww 

3072 



Dep—Tues, Fn A Sun 

Am —Tuas, Wed A Fn 





Am—Mon, Thurs A Sat 



2674 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangalora City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-56 

Sanllnlkatan Express 

15-45 

3016 



Weakly Express (via Howrah 



2150 

15-25 

Chambal (Qaralior) Tri- 

7-30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Suparfast Express 





Wednesday only 





Dep—Thurs. Sat A ^n 




14-10 

Bangalore Clty-Quwahatl 

13-45 

2673 



Arrl — Tuas , Wad A Thura 





Waalcly Express (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indora) Express 

730 

1172 



A Cuttack) 





Dap—Tuas A Wad 





Monday only , 





Arrl - Sat A Sun 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tor- 

22-15 

— 

3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



mbiiis Weakly Express (via 





ft eraskM Expraai 

bap A Arr—Mon A Fri 





Howrah) 

Thursday only 









14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 

13-45 

2609 



VaaMalk 





Patna Weakly Express (via 



3143 

104)0 

Darlaoling IM 

8-46 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

Omk Expraaa 

8-16 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

Jamrmi Tawl Expraaa 

IfrOO 

3152 

EMQUmiES: For round the cloch informdUon of Eastam 

3133 

20-45 

Muflhal Saral Expraaa via 

12-80 

3134 

RaihMiy tralna, plaasa dial 203840-84 for In-eomlngtralnB; 



SBQ Loop 



203838 as for 

aN other informatlens. For 

InfoniMtloii 1 

3103 

18-20 

BhaokatM (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

about roaarvatlotta on Eaatam and South Eastam RallMrays 

5186 

12-40 

Chhaara Exersaa Bi-WMdy 

4-30 

5186 

trabia. dial 203800 (from 0 am to 9 pm on wroahdava and 0 



Dap A Am —Wad A Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundays and oaaattad ludldayal. 









^R/NfORWHmtO 



WAV TO 007 WMeii mirn Mhm a Ml M i 
abevt? It N nwnbar 1, a, >. or 47 WtH M you 


poMX, 


a SUM RMII doubiad my aga, autwadad tlx, and 
muMpHad by ona and ona-haH. From dia raauH, I 
suMradad an amounl tour mora than my ago, and 
praato, that toll my ago How old am I? unoM >«• i 



HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES7 Thara art at total ata dMIar- 
ancoa in drawing doWto baiwaon tog and b oOom p an al a , Hew 
quM^ cwi you Hnd itiamY Check anawa r a wah ihoaa balow. 

SufNiwwipiMg a jmoip aia npais t r aga u aii 
aooB » eupauianiim « pamwauwv a Bui M | u iaqed*U l atouaiOHa 


SQUAM MAI M ORCtUi 

The Intricala gaomalric Ddura 
above oonlaina aoma 27 aquaraa ol 
vaitoua aizaa, and 13 amal num- 
pirctt t Six of tfioio drdMi 
whan Mad In. or chackad nMi a 
pond. wW akhar oocupy ai toad 
ona oomar, or kdarrupl al toad ona 
bordar, oi each ol Viaao aquaraa 

You aro aakad to Nnd ah auch 
drctoa. 

Ona p oaalb l e anawar la glvon 
balow. You may lind anoihar. 

Ramambar, lha ktoa la to And ah 
drctoa thd wW affad toa Rguro'a 


joi HOP a* ft MM '01 'v'c'iMiao 


a key VKMDI a thama 
that many man hava 
aehaad thmigh tha agaa 
waa Elvan anpraeaian 
tfnialy by Albart Ehwtain: 
'EvanrMM thatiagraat 
and Inapiring la oiaaCad hy 
tha Individual who ean 


Lattara of tha mlaahip 
ata'Iattar word are shown I 


Wlhat le that hay wraid? 

•UOPM* a ROM 



FUNSPOT 



WQ tniFFI Many atuftod animato 
are Mgga r tha n paepto. Coda: l-A 
brown. 3—Ftoah tonaa. •—U. gtaa 


era etnaa and cuddiyi bul aema 
ad. 2—u. Mua. 3—Vadow. 4—U. 
n. 7—Oh. brawn, t O ran ga- 


SPELLBINDER 


'ICOR114 peinta lar uaing all lha 
toNora In lha word b alow le farm 
has comptoia werda 

VELOCITY 


TNCN acara 2 polnia each tor all 
worda al tour to tiara ar mart 
found among lha toltora. 

Try la acara at total N pahda. 

'(Mn UIW0MI ilQMQirf 






































r^RIES 

Mwcti 21-Aprii 20 

Socialising, adven- 

_ turas, partnerships, 

collaborations, pleasure and 
pain are Ihe nudn trends of the 
week You will be madly In love 
Business transactions show a 
favourable trerxf towards the 
middle of the week Despite a 
pleasurable social round, your 
health will cause concern 
Travel, with a stopover, is prob¬ 
able 


AURUS 

I April 21—May 20 

* Home and property, 

- renovation and de¬ 
coration, buying and selling, 

trading and commission are 
favourably signified You will 
have time for fun arxl games 
despite a busy schedule Finan¬ 
cially you will have money to 
play around and call the phots 
You will be plagued with throat 
and stomach problems A home 
away from home or a change of 
scenery Is very likely 


-^ EMINI 

H May 21—Juna 20 

^ Expect money, gifts, 

_ legacies and loans 

You will wine and dine, coo and 
woo, and make the best possible 
use of the time However, keep a 
careful eye on your linarKes 
Health wiH improve and you will 
move about freely Jourrvey and 
communication are the high¬ 
lights of the week 


-^ ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 
^ Good food, fine 

_ friends, bags of 

rrxKiey and excellent entertain¬ 
ment are In store for Cancerlans 
Romance will be pleasant and 
easy, but not hot and important 
Watch your finances You could 
feel a bit below the weather 
Travel is indicated for work and 
paradoxically lor leisure 


f . July 21—August 21 

• Romance, part- 

- nerships, marriage. 

divorce, collaborations and jour¬ 
ney are well signified for Leons 
Romance Is your destiny, spe- 
dalfy after February 12 Ex¬ 
penses will again be the cross 
you may have to bear Heal- 
Ihwise, many highs and lows this 
week. The second part of the 
waek.is favourable for travel. 



IRGO 

Mr August 22—SapI 22 
* You will be introspec- 

_ tive Expenses will 

multiply Travel Is likely You will 
fuse business with pleasure very 
well Those who are employed 
will have a chance to show their 
mettle A promotion or a Job 
switch IS probable Because of 
overwork, a medical check-up is 
advisable Travel is a distinct 
possibility 


BIRTHDAYS 


Firt>niary 11 

Moon trine Uranus: You may 
axpect a sudden good fortune 
and plenty of happiness. Loans, 
funds and legacies are also 
fated tor you. Bqseci lo travel In 
1990. 

Rrtmuuy 12 
Moon trine Neptune: This trine 
wM help authors, astrologers, 
writars, musloians and editors to 
make a tortijne. Others Nso wW 

gain by tfiatr contacts and vivid 

— - * - —.»«- 

OTNIlpIrHRiOn • 

Moon b aBara JuoHsr; OaatMe a 
Ipw rivaii and e o e m iee r you wW 

IWIf IWw CPO flOl 

iose hem The trick is to be 
persevering and patient Rroper- 
ly maders twn out favourably. 

FMMuaiy 14 

Mddn wtudre Saturn: this 


I '- n IBRA 

S«pl 23—Oct 22 

• Fnendship and sup- 
_ port, love and mar¬ 
riage, buying and selling of 
house, office and properties are 
the chief trends of the week 
Romance has its beautiful and 
loving echo for you in the latter 
half of the week Those In trad¬ 
ing and busines will do well The 
health of elders could cause 
concern 


ceed. Once you learn to control 
and disoiftiina yoursett you can 
scale any hek^. Be brave 


Ftbruary 15 

Sun trine Moon: This Is a lucky 
formation for editora, bankera: 
busmesamen, iradsrs, commis¬ 
sion agents and those MereMtd' 
to science and reaearch. Mar- 
rlage< engagement, children, 
crtMivity, nobby and entertNn- 
merd era yow destiny 

FMHiutry 15 

Moon sextile Saturn: Ties sextife 
means opportuntiles tor doctors, 
lawyera, teachers, arChitscts, 
gardeners, hoteliers, chefs, 
sportsmen end politicians. 
Oihets also will reap a lieh re¬ 
ward tor their past eftorts. 

FAruary 17 
Moon sextile Venus: Those to 
ieweliery, perfumery, show- 
bustoees, danoe. muaie. theahe. 
flkne. apecuMons and sfianw 
ito renMcebN wML Htoto fMli to 
your sen. ^ , 


CORPiO 

Od 23-Nov 22 

A new high In status 

_ prestige and honoui 

IS almost certain Do expoc 
promotion, perks, pelf and pow 
er Romance will be an ancrilari 
because work wHI consume youi 
time and energy Financially, thit 
IS an excellent week Yourhealtf 
win Stand up to tremendout 
pressures and pull) and. there 
fore, feel free to go right ahead 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23-Dw: 20 

A tine week for cere- 

_monies, functions, 

meetings, enterpnses and pub¬ 
licity campaigns You will love 
with passion and devotion Ex¬ 
pect a contract, a settlement or a 
new business deal to come 
through Your health Improves 
and thus you wH work with full 
steam Travel will be necessary 
and useful as well 

^ APRICORN 

Dbc 21 —Jan 19 

Loans, legacies, joint 
_ finances, taxes. In¬ 
surance, buying and selling, 
transfers and shifts are this 
week s important indications 
Romance blooms with great In¬ 
tensity and spirit of saaHice It IS 
time to make a good investment 
or a last buck Your health jxises 
a slight danger and you will be 
acadent-prone A shift or com¬ 
muting may force you to travel 

QUARIUS 

J«> 20-F9b 18 

Marriage, children, 

_ boss, home, research 

and experiment help you to 
make much of this week The 
time IS right for engagement, 
mamage and romance Loans 
and funds will be available So 
make good and practical use 
of money Your health Improves 
but the health of family members 
will cause some concern 

ISCES 

F«b 19-Marc«i 20 

The focus is on woiK 
- health, responsibili¬ 
ties snd a superior level of sx- 
oelleflce. Seoet meetings and 
opsn arxt hspf^ courtships era 
the contradiciory prsdIcUons for 
you. Ottier aallent features era 
lending, borrowing, buying, sell- 
tog, tracflng or gotog to for agen¬ 
cy and brokerage. Do not neg¬ 
lect your health or else you ooiM 
land up to e dlnio or hoapital. An 
importent Journey awaits you in 
tilt next IS days. 

























































































































































LATE AFTEf?NOON IM KIM© EANDOe'd f}MACB 


OUTSIDE GWiLDOe'S LABOEATOe/.. 


(SMLDORI M/Ae 
MOPIW 6 you'D-„ 




wmat are vdu stakimg at * 
wavew't you EVee seeki 
A TWENUieiAfJ AT WOeK BEFORE ? 
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IF you MELP 5 nLL 

WE COULD GET you 
UKITAH6LEO ‘ 




GWILPOR APE 
>Ou TOO Busy 
TO ^/ELP US FOR 
A MIHUTE ? 








Buev ■?' Do 1 look: Busy td you ? 
Wow WILL I EVei? TEST My 
TTSAMSPATIAL MODIFIER W/TW 
CON5TAMT UTTEREUPTIOKIS ?l 
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WE WERE WOPlWe \ EVIL LYhl WOW 
you'p ANALYZE JtWAT'S A DIFf=EEEWT 
THIS COLOSWE /STOey' she ma/ 

FROM EVIL LVN 'y HAVE FOEGOTTEW 
■ _ PRESSING UP AS AH 

elegant lApy thenueian.. 


BUT REAL THEWURIAWS 
WAVE A LONG MEJAORY j 
FOR NASTY TRICRS ! I 

HOW CAN j Help ?' 
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(Left to right): Daniel Toscan du Plantier.a French guest, Haradhan Banerjec, 
Ramraj Yagnik, Gerard Depardieu, Bejoya Ray, Viswa Guha Thakurta, Lily 
Chakraborty, Deepankar De, Mamata Shankar and Ranjit Mullick: For the records 


have in conunon’ Shakha 
Prashakha, of course 

The French superstar, 
along with Daniel Toscan du 
Plantier, the chairman of Uni- 
hance Film International, will 
be producing Ray’s next mas¬ 
terpiece, Shakha Prashakha 
(Family Meeting), the shoot¬ 
ing of which- started in mid- 
January 

The French government 
doffed their hats*at the Indian 
master last year, giving him 
the Legion d’Honeur, and it 
was at C^annes that Ray’s first 
film, Pather Panchah (1955) 
got Its maiden acknowledge 
ment as a milestone in the 
history of world cinema This 
time, the French will be financ 
mg the Bengali film ‘to honour 
one of the foremost filmmak 
ers of our time" The currently 


OUR FILM, 

THEIR 

FINANCE 



Satyajit Ray in animated discussion with the French 
producers of his iatest film, Gerard Depardieu 
(centre) and Daniel Toscan du Plantier 


Soumltr* Cliukft«rl«% | 
tlw nulla fan in 

mai^ au^atar Gittu* 
OaiMNlau; A inaetlnt 


The announcement 
of a Satyajit Ray 
film is always an 
event Shakha 
Prashakha, which 
is being produced 


already making 

W hat do international | international waves 

cinema’s sex symbol 
Gerard Depardieu and i 
art filmmaker Satyajit Ray i Photographs: Nenud Ghosh 



playing Ganashatru. too, was 
distributed worldwide by Ura 
fiance 

Shakha Prashakha will be 
shot on Indian locations and 
have an all Indian cast Fhe 
French, apart from finanang 
the project, will offer the ser 
vices of sound technicians 
fi-om Pans While Soumitra 
Chatteijee plays the central 
character (as usual), it marks 
the entry of Raiqit MuUick in a 
Ray film Depardieu, who says 
he has been "lucky, very lucky 
to work with the best mmds m 
the world",’’ will however not 
be actmg m the film as he does 
not know Bengali and prefers 
not to tread dangerous 
ground. ■ 












HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that's a situatwn none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Medidaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and DomialiarY 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that off^ 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special arcumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
theminimumi It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India's Medidaim 
Policv It offers you so much for so little' 
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Let the eggs slowly simmer in tune Witt) a 
ghazal. Gentle, soft notes from a BPL-SANYO 
Two-In-One. Sanyo technology reborn with 
BPL quality. In a range of cawette recorders, 
mono and stereo two-in-ones. Featuring 
models with double loading facility, 
detachable speakers, metal tape 
compatibility, high sp^ dubbing and many 
more excitirig features. In muted and bright 
colours. To bring out grand music with great 
power. Ail at a good price. 

BPL-SA/iyO 

Two-in-Ones 

iburdastAMnefAireafs 


Mudra:BlrBPL;180;89 
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Leander Paes is an ace in 


the making. A pro& of the 
Calcuttan to m^ it to 
a Grand Slam final. 



The Land of the 


Thunder Dragon retains its 
culture despite western 
influences. 


16 


We visited 
Calcutta’s only animal market. 


16 


Continuing our 

seties on Hindu tenij^s in the 
Salt Range of Pakistan, this 
time on Kaalar. 
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A wiBBer all the way; 1989 


CoBgratulatioBsiPaeswiBsaBotherBiatchiBliisBiarchtotliefiBal; 1990 



Froailii8penoBalailnuB:Leaader(kaecliBg,accaDd WththeBritaBala-AiBrftn(JteaiB(1969):Ceflwa 

from left) ia hiaflrat year with BAT; 1986 ioBgway 











I n late January 1990, confusion reigned 
at the National Tenras Center at Pbn- 
ders Paric, Melbourne Quite simidy, it 
was becoming increasingly difBcuh for the 
competition to figure out 16-year-old 
Leander Paes In the basement maze of 
corridors that ynk the press room, locker 
rooms and restaurants, he walked about 
quietly. He was in essence a non-entity, 
the uiduiown Indian 
Five feet nine inches tall, comprehen¬ 
sively muscled, hair shorn as per Marine 
regulations, a highly personable fellow 
That schoolboy smile especially, perpe¬ 
tually etched across his face, enough to 
make the odd ballgu-l’s heart miss a beat or 
do a little leap "They’re race people," he 
explained in absolute innocence A feeling 
obviously reciprocated, for when I sum 
moned him once from their midst, desper¬ 
ate bleats of ‘No, let him stay" followed 
his departure A naive guy, a decent 
kid—but no serious threat, his opponents 
may have decided 

Well, not exactly That was Dr 
Jekyll Mr Hyde emerged only on court 
And here lay the confusion For Lean¬ 
der Paes seemed to undergo a meta 
morphosis during his journey from locker- 
room to court Oh yes, he was forever 
courteous and well-behaved, never forget 
ting though what he was there for—to 
wm So the smile disappeared Replaced 
by a nurthless gnn The laughing eyes now 
burnt, in intimidation almost Fhe whole 
body language altered—from amiable and 
receptive, to brutal and aggressive And it 
was reflected m his game—a high-energy, 
fist-clenching, grunting, forceful serve and 
volley game Leander Paes had obviously 
got his priorities right He knew what he 
had to do and he did it well You don’t 
reach the Grand Slam junior finals by being 
a wimp No wonder after seven days, 
locker-room coolness had changed to re¬ 
spect 

Leander’s performance at the Australian 
Open right through into the final was, 
simply, stunning 1 here is no better word 
to descnbe it No doubt back home in 
Calcutta the usual lot of tennis pundits will i 
be proclaiming, "I told you he was diffe 
rent I knew he would do it ’’ Why, one 
such seer told me last week ‘At 12 1 
taew this boy was going to be a cham¬ 
pion ’’ Incredible—the bov has taken his 
first major step towards possible great¬ 
ness and already people are hopping onto 
the bandwagon 

The truth is that despite being India’s 
finest junior, such an accomplishment was 
not expected so quickly Because despite 
talent and athletiasm, the impetuousness 
and immaturity in his game,especiallv from 
the backcourt, were flaws that only time it 
seemed could rectify. And this was evi¬ 
dent, as recent as December last year. 
But to Leander’s eternal cr>pdit he/ 
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Calcutta served an ace 
when Leander Paes 
reached the junior final of 


the Australian Open. 
ROHIT BRUNATH 
profiles the teenage 
tennis sensation 


Thunder Down 
Under 
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overcame his weaknesses by nyecting 
himself with a shot of disaphi^ and 
harnessing his skills and temperament, 
constantly thinking positively. Fw 16, 
both unusual and remarkable 

Let us backtrack to when it all began. 
July 17, 1973 to be exact, and Leander’s 
first break was that he was bom into a 
sporting family—father Vece Paes was a 
l^key Olympian and mother Jennifer, a 
basketball mtemational 

A genetH. advantage one would say. but 
Vece, a doctor too, disagreed, when we 
first spoke of it three years ago "1 think 
the more important factor is living and 
growmg up in a sporting atmosphere, a 
sporting environment ’’ It is diffkult to 
argue with fathers And doctors Especial 
ly when they’re rolled into one But, 
reahstically, had such an environment not 
existed, it is doubtful whether Leander 
would have picked up his first racket when 
barely six years old It was a Korean wood 
racket, known as the Lobster, and the first 
words of advice and encouragement he 
received from former player Chtradip 
Mukherjee, were simple Hit against the 
wall ’’ 

Unlike one of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s fairytales, I.eander did not 



I become an overnight sensation Nor did he 
j win his first tournament at the age of 
seven Likp everyone else, he pottered 
and plodded along on many of Calcutta s 
baked mud courts, sparring with whoever 
was available In fact, there are gentlemen 
at both the Dalhousie Institute and South 
Club whose one significant achievement is 
beating Leander When he was as tall as 
his racket that is 

Leander fortunately outgrew such 
competition and progressed quickly—by 
12 there were enough glunpses of his 
potential and instinct for the game for him 
to get a second vital break 

T he Amntraj brothers who had set up 
the revolutionary BA I (Britannia 
Amntraj Tennis) Foundation displayed an 
interest in the precocious Paes Anand 
Amntraj, m Calcutta for a Davis Cup tie 
against Italy, knocked around bnefly with 
Leander, and was impressed enough to 
induct him into the academv It was 
precisely what Leander required 
Despite unnecessary cnticism, notablv 
that their proteges were not succeeding 
BAT IS, in the Indian context, a novel and 
brilliant concept The substantial funding 
ensur^ that the boys would nut lack 
anything* food, education, living (even 
equipment now, 1 gather) was free. 
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O n the pecKftce scale itself, won- 
deriod Leamr scores a perfect 
10. Father Vece n 9 hockey Olympian 
and I.auider’a mother, JennKer, has 
^^gta i mwi the national basketbal team. 
Even Ihoiiiih they have separated, 
heth Vece, » dsminatic member ct 
tib dhr's meifica) hateini^, andjennif- 
.eTtimo has been widilCi for years 
are on cloib nine todt^. And it is 
peibcOy nnderstandaUe. Vece con* 
ceded. "One isaware that the pressure 
wil, now lealy be on Leander. One 
ian^t under any illusions, life is touidi at 
the top. Even for junkxa.” 

Askib why Leander did not step into 
hla footer's hodcey shoes, Jennder 
fofob ''W^ tiiere's no foture in team 
Cuneanflo, not even crkket—and 
when Leander started doing well in 
tcmia we, espedaly Vece, whom he 
idobsea, decided that Leander ahould 
COQcenOate whcdly on tennis.” She 
addedi'With palpable pride, "You know,.. 
Leander'a a natural spotsman...” . 

This is what the lUtHid papa Itad to 
aay: "Look, a lot of effort goes nto 
bidtfoig up a qtottsman. And ttere 
must be some returns for the kid who 
puts in so much. Where fome and 
money are concerned, temis wiD offer 
Leander more opponunities than hock¬ 
ey. Leander was a keen soccer enthu¬ 
siast. but a knee iiau^ when he waa 
evht ruled out his taking to that sport 
fo a aerioua manner.” 

Both Jennifer and Vece agreed that 
Leander’s enrolment in BAT in Bw 
summer of *86 proved to be a tunfom 
p^ far. the encrvescent yom^r. 
’BAT ;bai. among other' jh- . 


jected plehty of discipline. theik;thel 
have mccebent coachn who how. A 
technical and tactical ridUs,” rebnlcef 
Vece. "They take care," adc^lcnp# 
er. "W^ Leander Mtm 
during the recent East indfo C^jii 
Calcutta, Mrs Maggie Ahiritn^ 
to aay she wanted Lwnder baK'fo 
Madras on the drat avabahle 
Even though Vece was trofov 
Leander’s in good hands. IVe Meh>l 
myself, both times thit Tb vif^ 
BAT." 

Though Leander's mother woiddljiBk 
to see fom in the Ifovis Cup stpiadA 
the eariest, Vece fe^ .L«iader tf^ 
only be ready (for.the Davfa CppJ^br 
a year. "Thm's taBc he's ^aoe inthe 
Indian gquad this year...but I don’t 
thoric he’s ready right now.” He guickly 
added, “Leanda, of course,» mental¬ 
ly very tough. And if Biere’a a chfok, 
it’s only his taigiatierice.” 

Vece agreed that some teenaged^ 
prodigies tend to bum out around foe 
time foey normally Should pedc. *”Iflgt 
danger is there, but I don’t B 

happetwe to Lender foscaine hfo^ 
schedules are web-pfaHUied by BAT 
(with whom he has a contract tiEha's: 
20) and also becnise wete 
emphasis on post-stress Cdblcil^ fb.- 
covery. But wtat Leander lias fi|[ 

watch out for is that pe^'a 

tions wiU now be al^-hig|L Be M)g. m; 
pace himself so fott be pbato 
,23. Hot befortt-; ■ •.. • 

Aakfii it Ifo p^!ea«^.'ai(i^$|M** 
mipirad .Lawte..NHr'ljie>' “—’ 







woi^ ti8V^ nii^ a 'ififiiennce...tenius 
a aik>tt'kodit1«k!« b) have the 
family arouwl. My companionship 
would Jifve be^ed. But Leander's 
reached a 'ata|e %tiere be can run his 
own dwMr, ActU^, he's indepen- 

Yece confessed he was both thrilled 
aptrfhensive as Leander stormed 
the rounds in MeR>oume. “in- 
itially it was tfisamointing when he 
di^’t win the title. But dis^qxmtment 
took the badt seat when one realised 
he had felled four seeds, it was marvel¬ 
lous," beaned Jenrufer. 

WeB, where does Leander go from 
hefe? "For the next year or so he’s got 
tbconsoKdate his position, consistently 
figute ki the w(»1d'8 tc^ 10. Once he 
achimws this bell be well placed to 
break into the seniors' ranks,” 
answered Vece, who is much more 
thm a hither to Leander. 



Vecc Pms: Caattoua optimism 

Both iennder and Vece fee looking 
forward to this year’s Wimbledon. And 
Vece w9I be at hand to Leander 
moral support in. ahundance.v 

bfeerestin^y. VeCe wanted, to prr 
sent Leander wjth a biaser—he’s “out- 
^wn" the current ooe—and a PC 
after he returned from Meiboume. But 
he ccwM meet lam only hrw^ (In 
Ci^ and so the presentation has 
been deferred. Perh^, th^ viiB be 
occasion for a grah4 presentfeion iAer 


Coaching was supervised by three profes¬ 
sionals, one Indian and two from Peter 
Burwash International, an American tennis 
conglomerate, renowned for its coaches. 
In addition, the three Amritrfe brothers 
would fly down for occasional assess¬ 
ments, and sometimes Grand Slammer 
Rod Laver, too. 

It was wonderful, for these young men 
were given the enviable freedom to let 
their game grow, their skills devebp, in an 
environment where they were nurtured 
carefully. Under such able guidance, espe¬ 
cially of the astute and erudite Dave 
O’Meara, Leander and his game slowly 
began to assume an identity. 'Fhe talent 
was there, raw and rough hewn—now it 
was a question of sandpapering the edges, 
without actually altering his style. Lean- 
der’s physical development into a long- 
legged. strong-upper-bodied loose-limbed 
athlete almost automatically meant a pre¬ 
ference for the hard and fast moving serve 
and volley style. A method that was 
sensibly not tampered with. 

He was fortunate again that BAT’s 
financial strength allowed him to tour both 
in India and abroad, granting him the 
exposure he required. Not surpnsingly, by 
early 1989 his achievement ^aph showed 
a stead;' upward curve. Nothing spectacu¬ 
lar, buf improving just the same. 

it was at this juncture tliat a third vital 
break would come. The only difference 
was that he engineered it himself. 
Through the previous year (1988) Lean- 
der’s consistent hurdle had been the 
free-stroking Gaurav Natekar, son of bad¬ 
minton great Nandu Natekar. But in 1989 
Natekar’s slight slump in form coincided 
with a corresponding nse in Leander’s 
form. He beat Gaurav at the Chandigarh 
ITF tournament, and again, quite compre¬ 
hensively, at the junior nationals. 

By now, of course, Leander’s exploits 
were being noticed and rewarded. The 
Intemfeional Tennis Federation (ITF) 
selected him as part of their Asian junior 
team to tour Europe (French Open and 
Wimbledon included). Although he lost in 
the early rounds there, the ITF perse¬ 
vered with him, including him in their 
shortlist of four players from the original 
group, for a trip to Australia in 1989-1990. 

And it was then, in early December 
1989, that Leander would begin his, both 
painful and spectacular, journey, that 
would culminate in history Down Under. 

I n Calcutta for the East India and Nation¬ 
al Championships,Leander, now labelled 
India’s finest junior, paid homage to his 
city by turning in an electrifying perform¬ 
ance. All but a handful of those who had 
faithfuBy followed his career were mesme¬ 
rised by this introduction. More than 
any^g else, he displayed a wonderful 
spirit, a desire to win, a fortitude in 
adversity—it was a side to his character 


that amused, irriuted and riveted. 

Amused, because he seemed so boyish¬ 
ly keen, so eager, so excited on winning a 
pant—call it youthful exuberance. Irri¬ 
tated, because his opponents appeared 
unsettled by his sounds, 
his fist clenching, perhaps even envious of 
his intensity levels—call it inadvertent 
intimidation. And lastly, riveted, because 
bs hunger, his energy, were infectious. 
He was almost willing himself to win—call 
it a competitive edge, a trait most Indian 
sportsmen seem to lack. So. by the time, 
he came from a set and 1-3 down to beat 
Ennco Pipemo in the semi-finals, the 
crowd was butzmg m approval. 

But a strained stomach muscle that day 
was to be needlessly aggravated in an 
ensuing doubles match, incapacitating him 
in the final against Zeeshan All, a match he 
would hbv^ lost anyway. I think. 

Two days later teenage joy had turned 
uito despair. Despite acupuncture and 
everything else, the stomach refused to 
heal, and Leander was forced to forfeit the 
Nationals. I found him at the South Club, 
slumped high up in the rickety stands, and 
all he could initially say was, "I wish I was 
out there playmg." But again he displayed 
great matunty, emphasising that now he 
would concentrate on his tnp Down 
Under. There was a need to absolve 
himself—not necessary really, for it was no 
fault of his—by provuig hmiself capable in 
Australia. 

He almost didn't make it. Back in 
Madras, the healing process was frustra- 
tingly slow, each successive postponment 
meant missing yet another warm-up 
tournament in Australia. He arrived even¬ 
tually, in time for the Victoria Open, lost in 
the second round, the only advantage he 
had going into the Australian Open being 
that his opponents had not had a gixKi look 
at him. 

They would pay dearly for tliat. 

Except for a brief show of nerves and 
tentativeness in his first round agamst 
Alistair McDonald, the rejuvenated Lean¬ 
der dominated completely by conceiving 
an intelligent ^me plan, strictly adhenng 
to it. disaplining his often wild j^ound 
strokes and above aB, thinking positively. 

It was an astonishin^y mature display. 

If you take a quick journey back into 
time, you will find that no two tennis 
greats were ever similarly gifted, whether 
in shotmaking ability, temperament, 
physical strength or otherwise. They 
however did share one common factor - 
an edge, the ability to play that one 
particular big point better when it mat¬ 
tered, a dnving force, that little bit extra, 
a greater desire. In tennis journalese it is 
known as championship class. This is what 
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miSATSSOVN idRE 

Tndtan teiwn is ini iMsftiid^tiafisif' jutuors ai, the woticf.*’1^ is idso'c^ 

• . vinced«»tL<jsmfer|iio»ilds»^ 

tile 

hiS spoimidoaiinuvatititesaitK^/. 
itrass-^w 4«iiHn lie out (f 
team, if it w m m«%.^ , • 


XtKMi. The Amritraj «« % over. 
Ramesh Krishms % the ‘‘ftufiirt 

ranked m the tte totk Namali^pia* 
piofl Zeeslum As hov«s erahhtt tile 
.KiO-inark In I9titi. In^ kx* kt the 
first mund of the Uav» Ctip saorld 
KTOup and in 19K9, Sihiki. first 
round of the Asia-()oeatiir#ik^ lnd»> 
.ui tennis is deapedatdy on 
for tidented yourytstert. filtven this 
depressmjt scenufm. Uender 
.ichievernent a»fcUtneS«pewini(lfifii»ni 

Over a W Ikpsed anK« tm 
IndisQ juntos ipefie H tp the of 
Grand Stohveiiiii, RttP^Krndasn, 
in ifijut, aitat ttMs hettetv ne aien the 
tMs at tiie I97d junior Mfii^Mon 
ermfia^fsa fotho'Mihp didittn tdfit. 

In ■between, Hremitl 
' Latf reached tiwjiit^ WiMUedimiC^i 
m 1968 «id JakMai HMMsatiee tnade 
tier final two yem Mpb And now 
coknes Leandd^ feat when ft eduned 
that India WM fgSkm way bdwtft the 
rest of the tennis twodd each year. His 
achfeVenient has ftiven fiwah hope even 
to the most cynicai tennia ibfiower m 
thd land, a fir^ lease of fife to tiie 
BAT Drogramme when it wdi, bei^ 
virtu^ written ofi^ hndfelatooi^a 
theAnuitnilai^. “uisa 


grenthappinais for na.** a 
beaming Mral4ag0nAlltrttrd hM v«> 
T have not foiperiifo^ Stidt hapldr 
ness for iieai% ^ yeara,^ ahKfe iny aim 
won the natfonaS titfek Affer m ^ 
BATboyaarentyhoySr akn^fitenv 
aons.'* * ' ‘ 


,'S 


And yet, niild-foahnered ilean- 
der is only sfightiy^-aurp^aed at his 
gpm thowmg. “At the stint of the 
competition 1 'Was cmtan df one 
tfafog^tiuit 1 wotdd gwe lonpef cent 
And when I Woh tnydrst ton^ nwtch 
it gait OttW lot or cta^deoce.” Ex- 
cefptf from the ufteiyfew: j 
Qt warn dtiffr occur to that you 
poM gO dw m the pdntpetitfom^. 

Ac 1 |an fCo^ top 
see# in the second round, 1 waa 
playing well and moreover j knew that 
beating ttw tint seed would mean that 
the teat of the draw would be burly 
easy. 

Qi Btef wa$ the standvd of con^eth 
txxit Ul^? 

Au I had ihomdst that a Grand Slam 
tournament wmild see a lot of tou^ 
playera. But my opponents ssn^ 
soccunibed to pimsure tiie mmtieRt I 
took aii early lead, fri feet. I did not 
drop a set dfi the aemi-feial and vmm 
gemra&y ideased With my perfoirm 
anct,. espedi^ ray vweying and 
getsMy atggres^ (day. 

Qt About yoHP detett in the Bnai to 
west Germany's £fcr, the second 

At I peaked too e«iy, Thia happened 
dnrmg the match araunst Kodea whraiT 
played rntdly Well I hwdlytfid anything 
rarai^ tifnn tliyi 

Q: Bhat ibmpkyhtg caeSdemf 
At Ttfe firixwAd ace stnlscn my 
style hf phy;-' ft’s a aurfece titsA ^c& 
h(^ to bom w basefiner and the net 
rukhen Idfoalittieeftaoifr depending 
flpon toe ahuatioo and bad Ao tiratofe^ 
arferawK# toe ^orat. But boto Yiuf > 
and fetofor (Dr Veee Paes, tod 
forme: hochey faitennitxinal) weto 
pitosed with my perforawnce. mit 
both ttod me topt toe prcawmii^^ 
thm hewi'rati^ ton diipe(;ai^^^' 

htit CQoinracf toe good work. 


At least ime oieihnAwaaciet.eraire^' 

Burpnaed by Mmde’n perfottnan^ 
and that was BAiT chief cowh. Dm 
O'Meara. TWo raoiitob fefe. he had 
Sind, “LeanArr's gokig to go for. He is 
ptaymK great tennis and yfei can espect 
great things fram.hinv I'm wfihng fo 
stick my neck out fehel««he fe con^ 
uemed ” '' 

After the Austratan Open, a beam¬ 
ing O'Meara said. "HTia performance is 
the suigle biiraeat addpvement by a 
BAT boy aodm ttodn 0 tretotodoo* 
fiSip to tiie frognBnnie!.'‘iGiwen tide 
record, O'Meara w confideidr toat 

Leander, wbotiuhs t7injuDe, wwfae . ji ^ .k*. s 

seeded, and seeded high, it both the ' % PNpl^wtfi Wt e^lfeci yrA to^eat 
French and WbrifeedOn ' 
piORshipa^ .ilfiO A' ^ 
piched up intoachfog ^ SMT 


distinguishes the best from the rest And 
although It IS yet to be seen whether 
Leander will make the grade, in Australia 
he mdicated that he possesses that vital 
factor I have seen him produce one ace 
and two service winners when 0-40 down 
1 have seen him grunt back from 6^4, 6-7, 
2-5, O-JO to victory I have seen examples 
of this class 

B efore we go further, Leander’s game 
plan deserves further mention 
Although the 11 h did providp a coach, with 
no disrespect to the gentleman involved, 
the job required more organisation of the 
team s movements than time for expert, 
individual advice 

So Leander only 16 was left to inno 
vate improvise and evolve tactics on his 
own Each evening pnoi to a match, he 
would p<jre over a specially designed 
chart where he would list his opponent’s 
strengths, weaknesses and then accor 
dingly devise a mode of play 

Leander s decision then to attack the 
net constantly even when not serving, 
was no burpnse and was surely influenced 
by all his opponents (without exception) 
preferenc e for baseline play It was simply 
a case of one idea (attack) one motion 
(forward) and one result (success) 

In fact, it was quite beautiful, so much 
so that It ments description First the 
serve Almost a violent explosion, as the 
mouth spat the grunt and the racket spat 
the ball in unison Second the accelera 
tion A rush of raw energy to the net 
Third, the volley Nice instinct nice anti 
cipation, one hand put the ball out of 
reach, the other clenched m admiration 
On his opponents serves he would 
watch and think and take the ball early, 
chip It to the comer and take up a famihar 
position at the net Shades of Vijay Amnt 
raj, some journalists muttered Others 
mentioned Ramesh Knshnan Never—this 
was Leander Paes, unique, individual 
But so unbalanced were i.eander’s nv 
als by his frenetic play, that through their 
ineptness they hid some of Leander's 
flaws He has a fine first serve but suffers 
from erraticism His second kicks 
sweetly but is not dangerous enough to 
follow to the net His low volleys, especial¬ 
ly on the backhand, require improvement 
And while having a mce easy tupspin and a 
neat slice from the basehne, he requires 
control, patience and far better footwork 
His pme must undergo an all-round 
growth for, in his next international 
tournament itself, he wiD find that oppo¬ 
nents, aware of his style, will have worke# 
out better answers to combat it Yet these 
flaws are not cnppliiik and can be ironed 
out—Lender has an enviable work ethic 
and at 16, the advantage of time 
The vit^ aspect here, m my opinion, is 
that smee he has proved he possesses fine 





potential, he commands special pnvdeges 
And one of them must be shortly, a 
pm ate toath 

On tour he requires the presence of a 
mentor a guide for that is one of the 
prerequisites of being a champion Since 
he shares such a fine rapport with Dave 
O’Meara, that combination would not be a 
bad start 

Leander requires support in another 
sphere too a sphere in which the people 
of Calcutta for instance who no doubt are 
proud of him canplavarole too And that 
IS pressure One of the dangers of Lean 
ders carlv achievement could easily be 
unreasonable demands and wild txpecta 
tions It IS .1 reality he must eventually live 
with but his coach and advisers and the 
pubhe should ensure that ttus is minimised 
to a great extent Leander must be given 
the freedom to flowei without the weight 
of a nation s expectations on his shoulders 

The boy himself is not overawed by his 
achievement Both the Krishnans before 
him won (irand blam lunior titles and if 
anything he is slightly milted he was not 
the third 

He now probably has a top 10 junior 
ranking He is an automatic selection for 
the Indian Davis Cup team since two 
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IW 3rt VINEn MEMORUU. nm 

FOR SHORT STORIES AND POETRY 

Entries are invited for short stories in English, Hindi 

and Urdu. 

English entries must reach The Telegraph, 6 Prafulla 
Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700 001, by April 4, 1990. 

Vernacular entries must be sent direct to Mr B.N. Gupta, 
4/131 Mathura Rfefinery Township, Mathura 281 006. 

The prize winning English entries will be published in the Colour Magazine. The 
vernacular entries may be published anywhere at the discretion of Mr B.N. Gupta. 

Two prizes of Rs 1,500 and Rs 1,000 respectively will be given in each category on 

July 14, Vineet’s birth anniversary. 

Any number of entries may be sent. The entries must not have been published anywhere before and 
must be the author's original work. A signed statement must acetunpany each entry. The English 
entries must be typewritten, in double space, on one side of the paper and each entry must have the 
full name and address of the entrant Carbon copies or photocopies will be rejected. Please 
superscribe the envelopes, 'Poetry* or 'Short story*. No entries will be returned and the decision of 
* the judges will be final. 
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WRITEUP 


A ] Jolson was singing 
There 's A Rainbow 
'Round My Shoulder in 
a new talkie called The Singing 
Foot, and that was exactly the 
mood 1 was in. I was twenty. I 
had just passed out of college. 
(had found myself a job. I was 
on top of the world. 

This was in Lahore in the 
early thirties. After tennis, Mr 
<iarrett had told me: "Mr Hardy 
is looking for someone like 
you. Why don’t you go and see 
him? I’ll give you a chit.” He 
went into the house and came 
back with a sealed envelope 
which he gave me. H.L.O. 
Garrett was the principal of 
Government College and E.H. 
Hardy the editor of the CM & 
MiliWy Gazette. 

A week later they started 
me off on Rs 50 per month, 
which they doubled after three 
months and agreed to raise by 
Rs 50 every year thereafter. It 
doesn’t sound like an awful lot 
of money, but in my second 
year with the C&M (nobody 
called it The Gazette), I had 
my own two-bedroomed flat 
close to the Mall, owned a 
two-seater Chevrolet con¬ 
vertible (bought second-hand 
for Rs 600), and was being 
exceedingly well looked after 
by the gem of a cook-bearer 
the likes of whom they don’t 
make any more. 

Just for the heck of it, 1 
peeked into the editorial che¬ 
ques on the first of the follow¬ 


ing month. The editor’s was 
for Rs 1,000 and that of the No 
2, F.W. Bustin, was for Rs 
800. Others went further 
down the line. There were no 
perks, as far as I know, and 
this gives an idea of the salary 
scales of those days. But no 
one complained. On such 
largesse, they maintained 
enormous bungalows with 
acres of garden and stables 
and syces for their horses and 
they went hunting every 
weekend = and lived iDce lords 
of the manor. 



A cub reporter’s 
recall of ‘those’ 



They called me a cub repor¬ 
ter, but in reality I was a 
general dogsbody. Any odd job 
the burra sahibs didn’t want to 
do themselves, they passed on 
to me. “Give it to th® new 
bloke,” they said, and thus I 
went through the whole 
gamut, ending up every even¬ 
ing at the long subs’ table until 
one of them said to me, around 
midnight: “You push off now, 
lad.” 


I was the only non- 
Englishman on the editorial 
side (others came later, among 
them Prem Bhatia and Pran 
Chopra) but they never made 
me feel like an outsider or 
discriihinated against in any 
way. I was just the most junior 
member of the team. It’s the 
same in all newspaper 
offices—it’s the next edition 
that matters, all else comes 
after. 

There were no staff cars 
then, nor expense accounts, 
and I still wipe a perspiring 
brow when I think of the day 
they sent me out to the airport 
to cover the crash of the 
Punjab Flying Club's Piper 
Cub. On a hot June afternoon I 
pushed my bike the long, dus¬ 
ty miles to Walton, and when I 
returned, exhausted and dead 
beat, no one even offered to 
send for a chilled Vimto from 
Stiftles restaurant across the 
street. To add insult to injury, 
they hacked my masterpiece 
to just about a stick and 
shoved It mto the sports page 
at the foot of the column. 

But It was lots of fun and I 
wouldn’t have had it any other 
way. In due time Bill Bustin 
became editor and I moved 
into his room, outside which a 
brass plate proudly proc¬ 


laimed: “Rudyard Kipling 
Worked Here". It took an 
awful amount of willpower to 
prevent me from laughing at 
the American tourists and 
others who came long dis¬ 
tances to photograi^ this hal¬ 
lowed spot, includi^ little me 
bent over my typewriter, 
when I knew full weD that this 
was as great a fiction as any of 
Kipling’s stories and that the 
place where he actually sat 
was the pokey records room at 
the end of the verandah. 

There were diversions—^for 
example, the time 1 was asked 
to write up the Gymkhana 
Lawn Tennis Championships 
in Lawrence Gardens. There I 
met a girl who I followed 
around until she got knocked 
out in the semi^ls of the 
ladies’ singles. She was sitting 
dejectedly in a comer of the 
stands when I went up to her 
and asked: “Care to cool off 
with a squash?” 

Much to my surprise, she 
accepted. Young English ladies 
weren’t supposed to be hob¬ 
nobbing with young native 
gentlemen in those days, and 
to this extent I scored a 
mighty ace. She was a High 
Court judge’s daughter and 
going back to Cambridge after 
the winter hols. 

Suddenly she put down her 
glass and glared at me “Hey!" 
she said, “you’ve been trailing 
me all week. Who do you think 
I am—Helen Wills or Alive 
Marble?” They were the Steffi 
Graf and Gabnela Sabatini Bf 
that era. 

I was equal to the occasion. 
“You’re prettier,” 1 shot back, 
and she blushed to the roots of 
her golden blonde hair. 

In the middle part of the 
war, towards the end of 1942, 

I decided that I too should go 
out and see what it was all 
about. So I went to Bill Bustin 
and told him about my inten¬ 
tion. It couldn’t have beer, 
easy for him, because already 
he was short-handed, most of 
the Englishmen having been 
called up, but he put on a big 
smile, rattled the ash out of his 
pipe and said to me: “Go on, 
get it out «f your system, lad. 
Remember, your place will al¬ 
ways be waiting for you." 

But I never went back. 

P. L. Bhandari 
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GHDRGH OF THE SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS, CHANDERNAGORE 





Chandemagore, which 
funned part of Nawab Saista 
Khan’s temtory, came into 
French hands in 1673-4 when 
Muns Duplessis bought it for 
Rs 401. It was placed on the 
ecclesiastical map with the 
arrival of the Augustian monks 
(probably from Bandel) in 
1688. A chapel was built 
around that time. The Jesuit 
Fathers arrived a few years 
later, but were banned by an 
edict in 1699. 

In 1706, the year after the 
Augustian monks left, the 
Capuchin Fathers came to 
Chandemagore. The Fathers 
built a monastery and an 
orphanage at the site of the 


present St Joseph's Convent of 
the Sisters of St Joseph of 
Cluny, and (^ve shelter to a 
number of Tibetan orphans. 

Iliey used Chandemagore as 
the missionary and educational 
base from which they spread 
across the greater part of 
north India. Then called the 
Capuchin-Hindustan-Tibet 
Mission, they were active in 
Varanasi. Lucknow. Agra, 
Rawalpindi and even m Lhasa. 

In 1863, Mgr. Pere Corbet 
of the Congregatkin of the 
Holy Spirit and Sacred Heart 
of Mary and Prefect Apostolic 
of Pon^cherry, appointed one 
ofhiscmifreres, Rev. Pere 
Barthet, as Parish priest of 


Chandemagore. As the num¬ 
ber of Catholics swelled m 
Chandemagore. the chapel 
built in 1688 was considered to 
be insufficient. Hence, the 
Parish pnest laid the founda¬ 
tion stone of the presentday 
church and supervised its con¬ 
struction along with Brother 
Joachim of the same congrega¬ 
tion. 

This church took about nine 
years to be completed till it 
was finally bless^ and dedi¬ 
cated to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (the previous chapel was 
dedicated to St Louis, King of 
France) onjanuary 27, 18^ 
by Rev. Dr Paul (^thals, SI. 
in the presence of Rev. Pere 
Corbet. 
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Iftkas Singh has sent us this 
■ “Who am I" from Rour- 
kela. 

I was bom of a Scottish 
father, Andrew of Qlencoe, 
and a Swiss mother, Moni¬ 
que Delacroix from the Can¬ 
ton de Vend. My father wasa 
foreign representative of the 
VIckefs armaments Arm. 
When I was 11,1 lost both 
my parents, who were killed 
in a climbing accident in the 
Aiguilles Rouges above Cfia- 
monlx. i then started living 
with my aunt at the quaintly 




tom near Canterbury In Kent. 
Though I was sditaiy by na¬ 
ture,^ I established some 
Arm merxlships among the 
traditionally well-known 
athletic circles in my school. 

By the Ume I left 
school at early 17,1 had 
twice fought for the school as 
a IlghtwelghL I then joined 
the mlnisby of defence in 
1938 and was accorded the 
rank of lieutenant In the spe¬ 
cial branch of RNVR andwas 
later givan the rank of com- 
mancwr. I was married In 
1962 to Teresa, only ^ugh- 
ter of Maro-Ange Draoo 
Marseilles who was mur-*^ 
dered soon after marriage. 

I have a dark dean cut 
face with a three-inch scar. 
My eyes are wide and level 
under straightrather long 
black eyebrows. The line of 
my jaw Is straight and Arm. 
My height is 183 cm. and 
weight 78 kg. I smoke heavi¬ 
ly and use special cigarettes 
with three gold bands. I am 
almost always armed 
with a .25 beretta automatic 
carried In a holster uivler my 
left arm. I also carry a knife 
strapped to my left forearm 
and use steel capped shoes. 
I also know the basic holds 
of Judo. 

J am privileged to MM on 
active service. I was deco¬ 
rated with the CMQ In 1953. 
The only paper I read Is The 
Times. I employ an eWeriy 
Scottoh maid servant called 
Mm. 

the KQB Ales describe rrw 
as “a dangerous profession¬ 
al terrorist and spy, a woma- 
lAser and an aN-round 
athieta.” Death with dishon¬ 
our was Smiert Spionam's 



—PQc—fffhOiisaflion.’WhoiiiiaathawItnaaaln 
the aeaaaslnation trials of three Prasi* 
dents of the U.8.A7(Ashlsh Kumar 
UISI9 Sahu,Atri>.O.BargariiW.N.18.DlaL 
Sambalpur, Orissa 7WM)28) 

Ana; Robert Todd Lincoln (son of Abra¬ 
ham Uneoin), who made atatoments regarding the 
aasasaination of his father In 1866, Jamea A. QarfMd 
in 1881 and William McKinley In 1901. Ha was Secret¬ 
ary of War in Qarfleld’a cabinet 


(SMRESH) sentence for me. mistaken and that I had 

An obituary appeared In The escaped from KGB. 
TJmesfbr my “supposed" Breakfast is my favourite 

death but It was soon disco- meal of the day. When I am 
vered that my friends were stationed in London, it is al- 


QUESTIONS 


1; VWilch Moghul 
^mplen wasallowedto 
aftflia coma te her own 
hnne? (AcUtya Kr P Whk 
ReuikiAaT) 

What was the original 
name of’Vagram'and 
yrhogava jtioGandh^t as, - 
egm (RadfMitenta Hota,' 


A. Which is the only ' 
doubles pair te 
atmitete a Grand ^am m 
tennis? (Mphanl^ Aaraw- 
;al,Sln{jW> 

A. I WhM is I3pn|$ Journal- 

I^T(Manoj Si^, Ski^ 

8. Who is the GraPemM in 
GrahtunOreena’abook .. 
Gening to Arrow the Gsner- 
al? (Abdur Rab, Surdwan 
51) 

6. HewasPrsMlentpt 
the United States. His 
election led to charges of 
dishonesty which twrthis 
reputation, but he gave the 
naApn an honest well- 

.Rin adminlstratioa After he 
IMoffice, one of his blt- 
terast enemies said that 
, tliere had never been a 
!pMiKf^.Jiaoitepredtiel)ve 
orgoodlQtheweltiueofan' 
ei^ country". Who. was 
he?i(Otaanl(arDaagMpta, 

K. Wiwt .te ani#oiifi^^ 




/(Atik^KilJerta; Sambat*- 
pur4) . 

in. Which aidst said, 
does not love Venus, 
one loves a woman"? , 

' (LstHtehdu Praffitan, Jhar- 
sugudaS) 

Itt. Who.la the patron 
saint of television? . 
(Sumeet Budhraja, Chan¬ 
digarh) 


ANSWERS 


: (UO 
-rAetes ji^ petexteiep 

pS(IM.l^te,te UQf^.SUI 

- eseui )go|MpiUi seuaspuo 
. puegetpupmoopuafU 
ssMSM$);‘eteOh^ *01. 
*0SteR>ldWted.‘8 
aOiiQaopeiieoeqoi 
pajusiatd eg ifSriQqi'puBi 

-ISuBiOUtegiais uepB .*• 
-xaaMui 

egtpjeeiipiqioifv,;^^^, 
-un etAjoluapM^gM; 

•na mgppuep) i«uo^' 
»‘lepteH gatueuieuei^Mu 
^ -xg'8i#teb|uojtiettK>f^ 
‘sfteiMsja^ 
pue gap egt )oss^ xet 
p>.aOiuiAQoen^ 


TTil ^ ' .'T .1 .. ■■ 


ways the aame. itoonateteof 
a very strong coftoe from M 
Bty in New Oxford Street, 
brewed in an American ohe- 
mix of which I drink two large 
cups black and without 
sugar. The other iUm of my 
breakfast Include a wngle 
egg, boiled for exactly mree 
and one-third minute, two 
thick slices of whole wheat 
toast, a large pat of yellow 
Jersey butter and three quart 
glass jars containing TIptree 
“Uttie Scarlet strawberry jam 
marmalade and Norwegian 
Heather honey from Fort- 
num's". 

Who am 17 

If you havenl worked out 
by now "Who am I?" you 
must be Rip Van Winkle. 

The name is Bond— 
James Bond. 


S.A Ahmed. Calcutta 16, 
tells us teat the world'a 
largest monolith is the Ayers 
Rock. 

In the vast and njgged 
Australian hearAand, tucked 
in between the Macdonriell 
and Musgrave mountain 
ranges, sits the massive 
Ayers Rock. Rising aloofly 
from the Aat brown plain 
which surroundslt, the giant 
rounded rock Is the world'a 
largest monolith. Its vital sta¬ 
tistics (for a single rock) 
stagger the imagination; 
length: 2y4 mi.; circumfer¬ 
ence: 5V& mi.; height: 1,100 
ft; estimated weigrit; 4 mlRion 
tonnes. Throughout the day, 
the Ayers Rock puts on a 
fascinating show of changing 
coloration. Naturally a pro¬ 
found red, it becomes a vMd 
ball of Aame when touched 
by a crimson dawn or sun¬ 
set Tiny facets of micallke 
Aedspar, reflecting the sim's 
rays, create the illusion of a 
surf^snidded with minors. 
In the midday sun, however, 
the rock appears whitish yel¬ 
low, while deep shadows 
turn it a purplish hue. Abor¬ 
igines have affixed pidnUngt 
of mythtesl Azwd-men end 
other antHAopoid Agures on 
the waRa of the Ayere Rock’s 
ahaflow caves. Hartte vieftore 
ray cAmb to tbs rock’s 
auftimlL 












W hen the young Bhutanese enters 
his home, he is wearing a gbo, the 
elaborate robelike national dress 
of Bhutanese men. 

When he emerges a few minutes later 
the gho has been replaced by blue jeans. 
He is guiding a Western visitor on a trek to 
a monastery in this devout Tibetan Buddh¬ 
ist kingdom in the eastern crescent of the 
Himalaya. Trekking is easier m jeans. 

But after climbing over narrow trails to 
the monastery near the kingdom’s 8,500- 
foot-high capital city, Thimphu, both guide 
and guest are refused admittance by the 
monks, who seem to focus on the guide’s 
‘improper’ dress. Under a policy 
announced last spring all Bhutanese are 
required to wear in public the knee-length 
gfio or the kin, an embroidered full-len^ 
dress. 

The guide, had he lieen seen by author¬ 
ities, could have faced a fine and a jail 
sentence of up to a week. More than a 
simple conflict over a dress code, the 
incident illustrates the extraordinary place 
of tradition in Bhutanese .scxriety today. 

For the Westerner, just being here is a 
rare privilege. All monasteries, temples 
and dzong,s—the religious and administra¬ 
tive fortresses that are the centre of local 
government in Bhutan—have been closed 
to foreigners for nearly two years 
In a world where other nations have 
rushed toward what author I’ico Iyer has 
called “the Cixa-Colonising forces”—and 
have paid the price culturally—Bhutan is 
an anomaly. 

A heavily forested and uncommonly 
prosperous land, it is proceeding cautious¬ 
ly. Its passionate commitment to its uni¬ 
que hentage takes precedence over mod¬ 
ernisation. 

The country “does not aspire to cither 
Western standards of development or 
Western culture," reports the World Wild¬ 
life Fund, which has supported a number 
of projects here. “In Bhutan the prionties 
seen elsewhere in the developing world 
have been inverted.” 

Indeed, the “preservation and promo¬ 
tion of national identity" is one of the 
objectives of Bhutan’s sixth five-year plan, 
adopted in 1987. In addition to its solid 
Buddhist base, the Land of the Thunder 
Dragon, as the country is often called, 
already possesses world-renowned weav¬ 
ers and distinctive architectural styles 
Although Bhutan is geographically iso¬ 
lated. landlocked and was never colonised, 
“it’s not as if they weie culturally isolafed, 
because they weren’t." says Diana K. 
Myers of Washington. DC, a development 
sfiecialist who has sjient many years 
working in the Himalaya. 

"They were part of this very, very rich 
northern Himalayan cultural area that was 
heavily influenced by Tibet," explains 
Myers, who has focused on the te.pact of 
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development on tt<idition<)l lulture "Hut 
they were fortun.ite in then Keo^r.iphy 
th.it Westerners were kept out for .1 Ions 
time ’ 

Hosides fthiil.in s extieme remoteness, 
sm.ill si/e IS .inotliei iindetlyiiiK re.ison for 
the renewed emph.isis on tradition s,iys 
IJwtii W.in}{(hiik. the eountry’s deputy 
IX'ini.inent lepiesent.itive to the United 
Nations Baiely KH) miles wide and 2(X) 
miles long, Bhutan has ,1 population of only 
1 ') million and fai es an unusual shoi tage 
of trained manpower .is a lesult 

"We are a very small siKiety, says 
Wanxihiik "Oiii only identity is the lul 
tore Cultuie is something that loses its 
value if you don’t lake laie of it We want 
to he known as (lr<iditional) Bhutanese 
.although we do subsiribe to niiKlem 
values tiK) ” 

Leading the n.ition in cultural conseiva 
tion IS King Jignie Singye Wanchuk (cq) 
the dynamic young monarch who has luled 
since 1974 By all accounts the king has 
never been seen wearing anything other 
tlian a g/io. even when playing basketball 
on an autumn afternoon .at the sports 
stadium in Thimphu 

Particularly in the past quarter century, 
the present ruler and his late father King 
Jigme Doni Wangchuck have expanded the 
economy, tapping the nation’s huge re¬ 
serves of hydroelectric power and en- 
couraipng limited manufacturing 
'They have also been instrumental in 
Bhutan’s joining the United Nations and 
other global organisations, and this has 
strengthened key international ties and 
resulted in an unusual degree of political 
stability 

Perhaps Bhutan’s most significant move 
to conserve traditMin has been to severely 
restnc't entry to foreigners The govern¬ 
ment controls all tourism, prohibiting uidi- 
vidual travel and charging tourist fees of 
some $200 a day. In 1987 it closed all but 
one of Its tounst offices in other nations 
About 2,300 visitors amved last year 
Brvnt Olson, department manager for 
Inner Asia, a San Francisco-based travel 
company that is among the leading US 
organsations to send lour gioups to Bhu¬ 
tan, says the government has decided that 
promotion of traditional values is "a very 
important component of what being Bhu¬ 
tanese IS 

"1 hey’veseen what’s happened to Nep¬ 
al (which has strongly encouraged tour¬ 
ism). and they’ve realised that Western 
materialism doesn t necessarily bnng 
happmess." 

I n closing the monastenes to foreigners 
on January 1, 1988, the government was 
responding to pressure from the Central 
Monk Body, the nation’s premier religious 
institution, Myers says The monk bcxly, 
she says, had been receiving complaints 
from more remote villages about tounsts I 
taking plmtograpbs in temples and hand- I 


ling artifacts, both are prohibited 
Besides restneting tuunsm and mandat 
ing national dress, the- goveniment has 
taken these steps 

• Training is offered for virtually all Bhu¬ 
tanese in “ciriglam iiamzha” traditional 
etiquette—a kev element in the nation’s 
scKial hierarchy Beginning in school Bhu¬ 
tanese leani pioper foniis of address and 
presentation, table etiquette and other 
scKial lefineinents Refresher courses are 
given peiiodically foi government work 
ers, .inned forces (lersoiinel and the busi¬ 
ness (onimuiiity 

• 1 1 .lining IS also stressed in the national 
Lingu.ige of Uzongkha, a lelative of libc 
tan that binds a sixiety in which there are 
many duilects 

•A vigoious anti smoking campaign has 
tx'en launched in accordance with Buddhist 
ethics, under which smoking is considered 
offensive to the gods 

During a lare interview with Western 
media the king summed up his philosophy 
this way "What we want to achieve," he 
told Newsweek magazine in 1980, “is a 


balance between gross national product 
and gross national happiness ’’ 

In keeping with that approach, in 1986 
the government rejected a World Bank 
project to build a dam on the Manas River 
in southern Bhutan, because it would have 
flcKided an important wildlife area The 
kmg also halted construction of a major 
cement plant because it was "visually 
pollutmg ’’ 

"1 think our people do realise the 
importance of having such policy decisions 
by the government,” says Uiatu Wang- 
chuk (cq). the UN representative "We 
have the consent and support of the 
people It’s not just out of the blue that the 
government takes these decisions ’’ He 
notes that the king toured the country 
recently to explain the policies to his 
subjects 

In the case of the national dress require¬ 
ment the goveniment also has undertaken 
to show that wearing ghos and kirds can be 
fashionable In June, in what was billed as 
"a taste of Pans glamour, ’’ the ministry of 
trade and industnes organised a three-day 
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Bunting, who has made 10 tnps to the 
Himalayan kingdom 

"I wish that His Majesty and other 
senior government officers would come 
out on the world stage Ihey are very 
enlightened leaders Rverybixlv always 
talks about Bhutan being this remote 
isolated country But they’re very curren 
t and there is a quality of life that goes 
way beyond anything we’ve experienced in 
the West ” 

Nonetheless, the lifestyle of at hast 
part of the population has been influenced" 
by the West as the number of foreigners in 
Bhutan -especially development aid 
workers —has soared in recent years 
Still, most foreigners are in Bhutan tern 
porarily, Fhimphu’s permanent Western 
community numbers fewer than 1(X) 

But Myers cautions, “I dont think 
Bhutan’s pohcies are necessanly against 
outsiders, they are also an effort to 
educate Bhutanese in their traditional cul 
ture 1 think it’s a very intelligent and 
well-conceived effort on their part to 
achieve a balance ’’ 

Although some observers express scep¬ 
ticism about whether a conservative cultu- 


lal attitude can succt ed in a couritrj where 
at least part of the population is famili.ir 
with Wcstein clothing and electionics, 
Myers says she is optimistic 

What >ou see in Iliimphu is so diffe 
rent from what you see in an average 
village in c.islein Bhutan she says I 
don t think most Bhutant se have been 
c-xposed to the video i ulture What may be 
tougher IS among those who have been 
(ducated outside and already have West 
etn clothes and videos 

C iting Buddhism as ’one of the impor 
tant glues that holds together the tradi 
tioiial culture,” she notes Particularly if 
the Monk Body in the future holds the 
same power as now the forces of cultuial 
conservatism will remain strung It’s im 
(xvitant to lecognisc' that the goveniment, 
especially His Majesty, wants to encour 
age development and a cautious opening of 
the d<x>r 

’’Butperhaps the dtxir was opened a httle 
too wide and they’re closing it a bit again I 
see Bhutan being able to take the best of 
both worlds ”■ 

(Ndtional Geographic Society) 
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Waiting for a buyer 


<s: 


-vf? I 



Il-^ '''V;4wf' 


A t Hatibagan, Sunday is hatbar 
Hours before the city of Chamock 
awakes from fitful slumber to the 
roar of trafbc and rattle of trams, Hatiba 
gan comes alive with the arrival of hun 
dreds of men carrying different vanebes of 

THE 




the adjoining vegetable and garment mar¬ 
kets The present market premises on 
Bidhan Sarani (erstwhile Cornwallis 
Street) are said to have once stabled the 
elephants of the Sovabazar r^ban—and 
hence, the sobriquet Hatibagan The place 
was acquired in 1875 by Mahatapa Chan¬ 
dra Ma^k, who turned it into a market 
Till today, it is the only one of its kind in 
the aty 

Every Sunday bnngs forth small boys 
and girls, chitchmg on to their parents as 



ANIMAL 

BAZAR 


birds m cages, coloufful fish m jars, rabbits 
and guinea pigs m boxes, puppies and 
monkeys in cl^s, and numerous other 
creatures 

fhe bazar is an exotic menagerie, a not 
of colours, a cacophany of animal and 
human noises, a buyer’s paradise for those 
who want pets at bargain pnces Ihe 
wiH'kIy market is believed to be older than 


they look expectantly at the birds and 
animals on display One can buy a pair of 
lovebirds (or Rs 3,(XK) and watch them 
spend most of their time kissing each 
other A pair of rose ringed parakeets or a 
pair of finches sell for Rs 60, while an 
‘export vanety’ myna with its abihty to 
mimic human voices goes for Rs 85 to 250, 
depending on the species A pair of 



Watched 
with eagie 
eyes 
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1 Australian cockatoos costs over 
! tawny eaj?le around Rs 1,000, capercjilze!f4^ 
the largest member of the grouse family, 

Rs fiO a pair. Pigeons bke the Bluerock 
pigeon and Jacobm pigeon are sold for 
anything between Rs 20 and Rs 400. Birds 
like the Blue Jay or Indian Roller, grey 
partndge and yellow wagtail are also 
common ‘commixlitiesl having been bred 
in captivitv 

'I'lli a few years ago, monkeys were 
openly sold for Rs .50 to 60, but now they 



Caged existence 


are traded more surreptitiously A mon> 
goose can still be had for Rs 50 or so only 
and rabbits for Rs 30 to 50 a pair Mongrel 
puppies are also in great demand. Spitz 
and Lhasa Apso puppies are sold for Rs 
500 each, German Shepherd and Dober- 
mann Piricher pups fetch Rs 1.500 to Rs 
2000 each, and a smooth-haired Dachsund 
around Rs 12(g) Deliberate cross¬ 
breeding by the original owners and breed¬ 
ers to develop certain characteristics 
has resulted in many types and such pups 
are available at incredibly bw prices. 

Yet, the saddest part of it all is that 
most of the animals that are up fur sale will 
never cherish the freedom of their natural 
habitat. They are traded in blatant viola¬ 
tion of the wildlife protection laws and 
without any regard to the ban on such 
transactions. Interesting though the mar¬ 
ket IS, the fad is that it flounshes on the 
basis of the usual “understanding” that 
exists with the law enforcement author¬ 
ities. 

One wonders what Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
would have had to say had she been here 
on a Sunday and had got a chance to see 
the appalimg conditions in which the cap¬ 
tive animals are kept. The only recompense 
perhaps is that many of them find owners 
who can give them love and affection if not 
total fre^om. 

Photographs: Pathik Deb Mallik 
Text: mohat Deb Mallik 
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RoUnl Hattangady and Aoiltabh Bachchao in Agaeepatt 



Joy Banerjee and Chumki Choudhury in 
Hindi Jayaati 



Meenakshi Seshadri. The music is 
by Annu Malik. 

• Baap Numbri Beta Dus 
Nambrl: Orient (Bentinck 
Street; 281917)—4 shows. 

Directed by Anz Sajawal and 
with music by Nadeem Shravan, 
the film stars Jackie Shroff, Farha. 
Aditya Pancholi, Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S.N. 
Banenee Road, 241383), Indira 
(Indra Roy Road; 471757), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street; 552270)—4 shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair in 
this film, directed by Soorq R. 
Baijadya. The music is by Raam 
Lannan. 

• Rlhaee (A): Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue; 272473)—4 
shows; Basusree (S.P. Mukheijee 
Road; 484808) & Srec (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551515)—noon show. 

A film by Arunar^, stalling 
Hema Malini, Vinod Khanna and 
Naseeivddin Shah. Also in the cast 
are Neena Giqita, Mohan Agasbe, 
Rima La^, Da Arun and others 
The music is ^ Sharang Dev. 

• Souten K1 mB: Roxy (Chowr- 
ingbee Place; 284138)—4 shows. 

Jeetendra, Rekha and Jaya Prada 
are the chief attractions. The film 
is ditected by Saawan Kumar and 
ffie imisic is by VedpaaL 

• Zahreclay: Jyoti (Lenin Sarani; 
241132), Uttara (Bidhan Sarani; 
552200), Ptiya (Rashbehari Ave¬ 
nue; 464440)—4 shows. 

A fikn by jyotin GoeL the cast 
kidudes jMtendra, Suiiiay Dutt, 
Churitey Panday, Bhamqxiya and 


Juhi Chawla. The music is by 
Anand Milind. 


Bengali Films 


• Bhagyalipi; Sree (Bidhan 
Saram; 551515), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680),. Ujjala 
(Russa Road; 478666)—3 shows. 

Sgjit Kumar’s first Bengali film 
which stars Tapas Paul, De- 
bashree Roy, Aparajita, Aruna Ira¬ 
ni, Paintal and the dbector himself. 
The music is by Sumitra Lahiri 

• Bybadhan: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553413), Aruna (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bharati 
(S.P, Mukheijee Road; 474686)- 
1, 4, 7. 

Ejected by Dilip Mukheijee and 
with music by Ajoy Das, the film 
stars Victor Banerjee, Moon Moon 
Sen, Indrani Dutt% Kali Banerjee, 
Rajeshwari Roy Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul. 

• Ganashatru: Mitra (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551133)—2.30, 5, 7.30; 
Basusree (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
484808)—2.30, 5.30, 8.15; Prachi 
(A)C Bose Road; 271282)—2, 5, 
7.45. 

Satyajit Ray's adaptation of 
Ibsen’s An &iemy of die People, 
whose cast includes Soumitra 
Chatterjee, Deepankar De, Sub- 
hen^ Chatteijee, Vishma Guha 
Thakurta, Dhritiman Chatterjee, 
Mamata Shankar and Ruma 
Guinthakuita, An added attraction 
is a documentary on Sukumar Ray. 

• Hlnk JayiBU: Miiar (Bkfim 
Sarani; 552753), BiioK (S.P. 
Mukheijee Rowi: 473462), Chha- 
bighv (MBiatma Gandhi Road; 
3S9S61)-1.30, 4.15; 7. 




Ranjit Mullick, Chumkt 
ChoucBuiiy and Joy Baneijee star 
in this Anjan Choudhury film 
adioae muaic is by Goutam Ba$u. 




18-22 February 

Eif^l l>a\ s of (lanapath -An ex 
hibiOon of paintin):!) and SLulptures 
by Gosto Kumar 
At Chilrakoot An («allerv CiS 
(ianahat Road 755J14) 

19 February: 6.1S pm 
The Bharata Natyam aranget 
ram of Pnya Haran distiple of 
Kaialakshmi Venkateswar 



Priya Haran 


At Kabtndra Saiobar Stadium 
(Paxilwn Hall) 

21 February onwards 
Jadavpur Uni\trsH\ Photo 
graphic Club tcill hold a utek long 
exhibition of photographs < the 
North (>allcr> 

At Academe of hme Arts 
(Cathedral Raid 281X12) 

23 February: 6 pm 
Bharati 1amil Sanghani and 
Washington Camatit Music Socie 
ty. USA present Bharata Natvam 
recitals bv lomiko huruinoto and 
Stewart Carerra and a Mohini 
Attam recital be Kadha Dutta 



Radha Dutta 


At Kirla Academe of Ait it 
Culture (Southern Aeenue 
4(i784J/9KU2) 

24 February: 6 pm 
Mysore Assixiation presents a 
Bharata Natyam recital be Steeeart 
Carerra 

At Mysore Asscxiation Hall 
(Southern Aeenue) 

TRAVEL 


I’1.I1H'S 


liunrfi Htwrlml 

_________- 


Printed here Is the regular Indian Airlines sche¬ 
dule. Passengers msy contact 262548. 262685, 
266869, 262417, 569433, 569841/2/3/4/5 and 569633 
for assistance. 


IMrture tlmea are for Cal- 
ctttta. Hguras in braokata 
denote the days. 1 bsing 
Monday. 


Iiitc-rii.'itioiial 


Calcutta-Bombay-Loadon- 
New York: Uep (2) Al-lUl at 
()-2S(). Uep (6) AI-JtW/AI-lOl at 
() 21 ‘> 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Uep (7) Al-lb5l/ 
Al lb5 at OSUU 

Calcutta-Delhi-Paris-London; 

Uep (7) AI-lb51/AI 1J5 at 0500 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr (5) Al J06 at 1910. 
Uep (5) Al JOb at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr ((>) Al 109 at 
1915 Uep (b) Al m at 2015 
New York-London-Deihl- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) A1112AI 
1122 at 0110 

Fra nkfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) At Ib2/Al 
112tl at 1140 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr 
(I) Al 112A1 112t) at 1140 
Moacow-Dubal-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU 527 at 1625 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Uep 
(4) SU 528 at 1825 
Amman-Calctttta-Amman: 
Arr (1, 4) RI-184 at 0720, Uep 
(1 4) RJ 181 at 0820 
Belgrade-Calcutta-Beljing: 
Arr (1) JU 492 at 0955. Uep (1) 
JU 492 at 1055 

Beijing-Calcutta-Belgradc: 

Arr (1) JU-493 at 2325. Uep (2) 
JU-492 at 0025 

Calcutta-SIngapore: Uep (2) 

SU416 at 1120 and Uep (7) 
Sg 412 at 1530, Air (2) SQ-416 
at 1020, Ait (4) Sg-414 at 0920 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr (2. 4, 
7) IC-222 at 1640. An: (1. 2. 6) 
T(,-213 at 1240. Dep (2. 4 *7) 
1C 231 at 1050, Dep (1. 3, 6) 
TG-314 at 1355 
Oelhi-Calcutta-Dhaka; Arr 
(h) 1C 842 at 0755 Uep (h) 
1C 811 at 0855 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr 

(b) 1C 844 at 1115. Uep (6) 
1C 844 at 1215 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Uep (2, 

1. 4, 6. 7) IC-247 at 1740. Uep 
(1. 5) RA-214 at 1650, Air (2. 2. 
4. 6. 7) IC-248 at 2055, Air (1 

5) KA-212 at 1550 
Calcutta-Ohaka: Uep (daily) 
IC-222 at 1640. BG-092 at 1200. 
Uep (2, 2) BG-094at 1730. Uep 
(1. 4. 5. 6. 7) BG-094 at 1900. 
Arr (dady) IC-224 at 1840. BO- 
091 at 1115. Arr (2.3) BG-093at 
1645. Arr (1. 4. 5. 6. 7)' BG-093 
al 1745. 

Calcutta-Chlttagoag: Dep (a 

6) IC'22S at 1030. Dep. <2, 5): 
BG-698 at 1245; Arr. (2, 6). IC- 
226 at 1250. Arr. (2. S): BG-«7at 


Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2. 5) KB- 
106 at 1430. Arr (2. 5) KB 105 at 
1330 


Domeslic: 


A»r4$Mm 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep (2) Al- 
101 at 0250. Dep (6) Al 209 at 
2015 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr (5) Al 
206 at 1910 

Calcutta-DelM: Uep (7) Al- 
1051 at 0500 

Delhl-ICalcutta: Arr (1) Al 
1220 at 1240 Arr (7) Al-1122at 
0220 

likUmn AMbtea 

Calcutta-Delhi: Uep (daily) 1C 
263 at 0700, IC-762 at 124(i and 
IC-402 at 1710, Arr (daily) IC 
401 at 1205. IC 764 at 1825 and 
IC-264 at 2225 

Calcutta-Bombay: Uep (daily) 
IC-176 at 0845 and IC 272 at 1915. 
Arr (daily) lC-175 at 0755 and 
lC-274 at 1825 

Calcutta-Madraa: Uep (daily) 
lC-765 at 1640. Arr (daily) IC 
766 at 2140 

Caicutta-Bangalore: Uep (dai¬ 
ly) lC-771 at 07(«. Arr (daily) 
IC-772 at 1240 

Calcutta-Varanasl-Jalpur: 

Dep (3, 5) IC-215 at 1610. Arr 
(3. 5) IC-216 at 2240 
Calcutta-Varanasl- 
Gorakhpur-ICalcutta: Uep (4. 
6) IC-281 at 1700, Arr (4 6) 
IC-281 at 2030 

Calcutta-RancU: Dep (daily) 
IC-205 at 1320, Arr (daily) IC 
206 at 1520 

Calcutta-Pataa-Lucknow: 

Dep (1, 2. 5. 7) IC-225 at 1400, 
Air (1. 2. 5, 7) IC 226 at 1900 
Calcutta-Viahakhapatnam- 
MiKiraa: Uep (daily) IC 542 at 
0555, Arr (daily) IC-541 at 0945 
CalcutU-Bhubaneabwar: Dep 
(1. 2. 4, 7) IC-269 at 1710. Air 
(1. 2. 4. 7) 1C 270 at 1930 
Calcutta-Bhubaneshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Uep (2, 
5 6) IC 269 at 1710. Arr (2. 5. 
6) IC-270 at 1950 
Calcutta-Patna-Luckuow- 
Ahmedabad-Boffibay: Uep (2. 
6) IC-29S at 1400. Air. (3, 6) 
IC-296 at 1855. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Uep (1. 
2,4. 7) IC-277at 1745; Arr. (1.2, 
4. n lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Inpbait Dep. (daOy): 
IC-2S7 at 0620) Arr. fdady): IC- 


258 at 0920 

Calcutta-Agartala-Sllehar: 

Uep (2. 4. 6) IC-237 at 0610; 
Arr (2. 4, 6) IC-236 at 103U 
Calcutta-POil Blair-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Uep (1) IC-287 at 054,5, 
Arr (1) IC 288 al 1215 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Uep. (2.4, 

5) IC-285 al 0545. Arr (2. 4. 6)- 
IC 286 at 1015 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-221 at 1100, Arr (daily) 

IC 222 at 1320 

Calcutta-Sllchar; Uep (dady). 
IC-255 at 0600 Arr (dady) iC- 
256 at 1020 

Calcutta-Agartala: Uep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-742 at 1200 and IC-741 at 
0945. Dep (1. 2, 5. 7) )C-243at 
0610, Arr (dady) IC 744 at 1520 
and IC 742 at 1205. Air (1. 3. 5. 

7) IC-244 at KKK) 
Calcutta-Tczpur-Jorhat- 
Guwahatl-Calcutta: Uep (3. 5, 

7) 1C 212 at 1120, Arr (3. 5. 7) 

IC 213 at 1640 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Tcspur- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep (1, 2, 4. 

6) IC 213 al 1120, Air (1, 2. 4. 
6) IC-212 at 1620 
Calcuna-Dibrugarh: Uep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-201 at 1025, Arr (dady) 
iC-202 at 1245 

Calcuna-Guwabatl-DImapur: 
Uep (daily) lC-219 at 1110, Arr 
(dady) IC 220 at 1550 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Uep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-229 at 1120 and lC-702 at 
0605, Arr (dady) IC-220 at 1610 
and IC 704 at 0855 

VmyuAoot 

Calcutta-Shllloag-Guwaluitl- 
Sllchar: Dep (dady) PF-701 at 
0940. Arr (dady) PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Coocb Bchar: Dep. 
(2. 4, 6. 7) PF-707 at 0610; Anr. 

(2, 4. 6, 7) PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwabati-Jorhat- 
Lilabarl-Dibrugarh: De^ (1, 

3. 5. 7). PF-709i(735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1, 3. 5, 7) PF-71(V736 at 1725, 
Calcntta-lmphai-Oimapar: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-727 at 1115; 
Ait (2, 4, 6); PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-KauidpBr- 
Kallaahar-Agartala-Calciitta: 
Dep. <2. 4. 6). PP-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4, 6). PP-730 at 1040. 
f^leutta-Janalwdlpar: Dep. 
(1. 3, acPF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 

3, 5): 17-718 at 0600 
Caieutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3,^^ 
5. 7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (1,3,# 
5. 7) PF-730A at 083a 
Calcutta-Aiiawl-Silehan Dep. 
'(Wly)! PF-705 at 1120; Air. («W- 













ly): PF-708 at 1615. 
CalcHtta-Rourkela-Ranchi: 
Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600: 
Ait. (1. 3. 5): PF.716at 1025. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-LllalHiri- 


ZlfO'Daparixo: Dep. (2, 4. 6). 
PF-721 at 0930; Ait (2. 4. 6) 
PF-722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwahati- 
Dlbnigarh-Paaalghat-Alang; 


Dep (1. 3. 5) PF-723 at 1045. 
Ait. (1, 3. 5)- PK-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamahedpur-Pataa: 

Dep. (2. 4. 6)- PF-725 at 0550: 


Ait. (2, 4. 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta-Dhanbad-Gaya* 

Patna-Dbaabad-Calcutta; 

Dep. (1, 3. 5); PF-737 at 0600: 
Ait. (1. 3. 5); PF-738 at 1100. 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

, Ospartura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AirtvM 

up 

Time 

Htnmk 

Time 

Dn 

Ub 

Time 

Momnmh 

Time 

On 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

21 00 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

6001 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
preea via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sat 

18-00 

2382 

2860 

13-25 

Gllanjall (Bombay) Express 

14.15 

2859 





8034 

8030 

21-25 

12-15 

Ahmedsbad Ex|wesa 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

4-15 

15-15 

8033 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



praaa via Patna 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

13-45 

2612 



Dep—Mon Wed Fri 4 Sun 





Dep —Tues 





Arn—Mon Tues Thurs 4 





Am —Sun 





Sal 



8013 

17-30 

Tala Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

Raldhanl Expraat 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

6011 

6 20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6 45 

8006 



Dep —Mon Tues Thurs Fn 



8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hells Express 

6-05 

6016 



4 Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 



Arn —Tues Wed Thurs 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 



Sat 4 Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Dhauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp 

11 10 

2374 

8079 

23 15 

Tirupatl Express 

4-30 

8080 



Tri Wkly 



6045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14 45 

8046 



Dep--Tues Fn 4 Sal 





prots 





Am —Tues Wed 4 Sat 



8017 

16 45 

Purulla Express 

11 30 

8018 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4 15 

2548 



Dep —Except Saturday 





prMt 





Arn —Except Surxjay 





Dep —Mon 4 Thurs 



2602 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 

22 15 

— 



Arn —Thurs 4 Sun 





Trivandrum Central Express 



3009 

20-05 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 

7 20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 




14-1(k 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18 15 

3008 


1 

“ Guwahatl Express 



3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15 45 

3050 


8 

Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

_ 

14-101 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



GuwahstI Weekly Express 





Mam Line 





(via Vlsakhapatnam A 



3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Ksnchenlunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22 15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahall) Express 

6-30 

5660 



Terminus Weekly Express 



3317 

6-10 

Black Dlamorid Express 

21-25 

3318 



(via Howrah A VIsakha- 



3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8 45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

4-15 

3026 



Superfast Express 





Dep —Wednesday 





(via Vlsakhapatnam A 





Arn —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jemalpur Tri-wkly Express 

6-00 

3072 



Dep —Tues Fn A Sun 





Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sal 





Am —Tues Wed A Fn 





Arn—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahali-Bangalore City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikeisn Express 

15 45 

3016 



Weekly Express (via Howrah 



2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) TrI- 

7 30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Sup^ael Express 





Wednesday only 





Dep —Thurs Sal 4 Sun 



_ 

14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 

13-45 

2673 



Arn—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 





Weekly Express (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

7 30 

1172 



A Cuttack) 





Dep—Tues 4 Wed 





Monday only 





Am-Sat 4 Sun 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tor- 

22-15 

— 

3327 

15-25 

Shakllpun) (Chopan) 

7 30 

3328 



minus Weekly Express (via 





Bl weekly Expreee 





Howrah) 





Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fn 





Thursday only 





StmUmh 



— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Patna Weekly Express (via 

13-45 

2609 

3143 

19-00 

Dar)eellng Mall 

8 45 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

Oeur Express 

Jammu Tawl Express 

615 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

1630 

3152 

ENQUIRIES: 

For rouffid tho doch biformotloii of Cottom 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 
SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

ftollwAV trains, pissss dial 20394S-94 for tn-cominoMrabis; | 





203B3S-44 for aH other Infermatiena. for 

iftformotiofi 1 

3103 

18-20 

Bhagirathi (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

about rasarvatlons on Eastam and South Caatam Railwaya 

5185 

12-40 

Chhipra Express Bi-Weekly 

4-30 

5186 

trains, dial 203800 (from 8 am to 8 pm on wroelidays end 8 



Dep 4 Am —Wed 4 Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundaya and paaottad hoHdaya^ 

_ 1 
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MAIVV FACni Our artM My* Him M at h^py IMM In M» 
t i oll< * y hull bowl to* If you eon IM ol IomI W. 


• FORE-WCWDt A certain ttvoo-Mler word may ba 
placed balbr* all live of ttioM word! to form other word* 
AGE BID EGO GET MAT What word la K7 

I ap BM UO J WOM MU 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


TOWINGr 

RtPAIRe 




I 


ToWINGt 

RePAiR6 




i»il 


CMATUflU OF HABITT 

II you're lamlNar with such terms as 
"poing batty ” "monkey business,' 
"Hon's share" etc the following 
creature quotes should not buffalo 
you Just replace the 'creature'm 
each appropnately 

1 I often taken a 'erealure* 
nap 

2 The winning team went 'crea¬ 
ture' wild 

3 At day's end we were 'crea¬ 
ture' tired 

4 Hungry diners 'creatured' 
down hmeh 

5 Party-goers 'creatured* out 
on sweets 

6 Costumed lokesters are 
creaturlng* around above 

Amioh » paSBu 

t P*IIOM > SoQ C SOH z wo I 


* RUSH CORYI ft poasi- 
M* to start at ftia iattar R, 
procaad to U, mova to 8, 
than to H, and eontbiu* 
ontarard lino by lln* to 
dupHcata th* Intrlcato ll* 
gura balow without ro- 


or going over any 


Yas, ft's pIssIM* to start 
with a RUSH, but solution 
may taka tlma. 


uornesnsHonrsoas 
avoariooi-iNO'iraot 
aoniNOvSHcnu mmmio 


FUNSPOT 


OM, PAWADCI 

1-4M. 2-U. Mus. S—yahoar. 4-U. 
brown. S Fl ee h tanas. •—IX green. 7—Ok. brow n, a—U. pwpls. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 peinfs for using ail me 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

SPACEMAN 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There ar* at l*a*l aw dKiar- 
ancM *1 drawing dslals bsiwosn top and boMom panels. How 
Iqulcliiy can you Nnd thorn? Chock o nowors wHh ihOM balow. 


I sfOsoT PwwuinwiyT'MMaipsiOiatwax i-Oupopisiga ttooiMiM 


THEN scars t pstnlSMCIi for all 
words ot four tatfors ar moro 
•ound among Nw lattart. 

Try to acaro af laast M palof a . 




































INNER EYE a B^ Ocnivrallo 


AS 21—April 20 

Expenses will be 

_1 heavy but you will get 

'our work done It is also travel 
time Visits to hospitals and cli¬ 
nics are not ruled out Secret 
attachments and liaison are 
probable Financially, the over¬ 
heads will be killing But you will 
certainly manage to keep your 
head above the water It is just 
possible that you could feel a bit 
low or under the weather Chil¬ 
dren and hobbies will certainly 
take your time and energy 

rfjp AURUS 

■ AprrI 21 -May 20 

I * You will sing like a 
I nightingale and bel¬ 

low like a bull Yes. your work 
will be done Romance and mar- 
nage are destined So also are 
collaborations Your financial 
graph will show an upward trend 
Health improves, and so does 
your performance A journey for 
pleasure and profit is likely A 
good time for house moving or 
renovation and decoration 

C '-^ EMINI 

V j May 21 -Juna 2b 

" 1 You Will be very busy 

L. _I building your financial 

muscles Rest assured that new 
openings and assignments will 
be yours First finish your work 
and then go for the affairs of your 
heart. Because of pressures, 
you must learn to rest and relax 
Travel only if your occupation 
requires you to do so Children 
give satisfaction and home has 
the necessary tranquility 

^1 ANCER 

June 21 July 20 

^ News and views, chil- 

I_I dren and hobbies. 

work and finances will all be 
there in a fine mix As far as 
romance goes, you will be ar¬ 
dent and successful Money will 
pour in but it will also 
leap out again with equal agility 
Health will improve and so will 
your temper The next 21 days 
are definitely favourable for a trip 
and an emotional tie You might 
feel like neglecting your home 
for new pastures. 

T1 

H . July 21- August 2i 

The home front is 

-completely activated 

and revitalised A journey at 
short notice is probable. You will 
love with half your heart and 
count your cash with the other 
Loans and funds, buying and 
selling are the favourable indica¬ 
tions An extra care of health will 
be necessary. Mid-week is for a 









tourney or a letter or a call 

IRGO 

■r August 22-S«pt 22 
™ I The week indicates 

_ I messages and calls. 

love and laughter, socialising 
and group activity and possibly 
an important proposal lor mar¬ 
riage and business Deals will be 
closed and offers will be re¬ 
ceived Your health holds up to 
pulls and pressures Yes. you 
will be mobile and active Get 


BIRTHDAYS 


^ "PMsruiiY' '.'..n'.-' 

Moon sexaii Mawui^ Tm* sw' 

(lie Witt hMp aaiMRMliL'iaiBehon'. 
L opHora, woten.' po^'.i)« 4 piei»n« 

' and those Hi punc^ and 
I (tsoments. Ettpaci a spoosa^- 
I ioumsy-and a happy nwiTaiga. 

Mmiary if 

Moon aextile iodo; Yoti wM bo 
loftibltlous and dIplamaiK. Thors’ 
fonsauocess lacaitii^. it would 
bp bast to- iaho ponodic. rpst 
baieiMa praaawin .to' pwtonn. 
' ^.Mi’tnify'v iMnahdoML Be-: 

. piii.a p<!£^/'' 


Ft|wpi|{|fy ^ 


.dfa.tpMirigi.ao 


sholfloabi^owand.«aamy.- 
Justrsm«nbaP^Mi^dcitoh. .'Mercury.a 

.laoioR-joenftoaiah.^T^l^^ .'.lapa^laa:,' 


' coniiMcaen I 


your travel-kit ready A round of 
renovation and decoration, holi¬ 
daying and a home away from 
home are foretold 

n IBRA 

. SopI 23-Ocl 22 

^ This IS the time to 

-close deals, invest 

and go in for major transactions 
and important settlements, be 
they professional or personal 
Take extra care of your health 
during the next 24 days A shift 


toM theyors hatched. Arc^tects 
4 ^ (ftutricians, atdors and dra¬ 
matists. managers snd sxecu- 
Qires Witt do Vrondertuily wsll 

Fsbnwry 22 

Moon conjuetton Vsnus: You 
wilt be succassM in science, 
rssesreh. technOggy. fasMons 
and designing. A miiriagtti prap- 
osal or a businaas eflbr. Indiid- 
- ing « toraign corawctloh. tM 
come yotd way. It would be to 
'your advatage to.take it. 

FMiruary 23 

Moon conjuetton Mereuiy: Jour- 
' ney and communication dra Ms 
twin trenda which ttomtoaM thp 
year. Children awl homa'-elap 
have ttratf fenpoilMMy. toyour 
job expect a raflnigh. -tt.-ls 
. absolutsly certain, that you wlH 
iwiwtge vietdiripua. Eifwdses wt 

;%ru9ry 24 " , 

'Mercury .Kuiarp ptutoiiThis 
eduart onty means that 'yeiu' 

.'.ibMdrt|ad:.'im tha.pgi#rai^-i 




or a sudden trip 1$ probable 
Devote more lime lo the affairs 
of home and chllden 

CORPIO 

Ocl 2J - Nov 22 

Your enemies will be 

_ willing to wound but 

afraid to strike because you will 
sting them to death Success in 
enterprise and romance is des¬ 
tined Money in the kitty and in 
the bank You wilt be as radiant 
as the sun Travel is a distinct 
possibiltiy Visifors will come 
from far away places to meet 
you 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23- Dec 20 

You Will be loved and 
-__ . hated in equal mea¬ 

sures Also It IS travel lime 
Exfienses will sky-rocket You 
will carry on your romantic affairs 
with gusto and zeal Take care ol 
expenses and outgoings A jour¬ 
ney around February 21 or 26 is 
probable Property transactions 
and painting the house or erect¬ 
ing a fence are probable 

APRICORN 

Dec 21 Jan 19 

^ Good news by mail 

- calls, journeys or 

word of mouth You will be hap¬ 
py and thus spread good cheer 
all around Expect visitors lovers 
and triends to drop in Romance 
will be sweet and lovely Your 
purse and wallet will be bulg¬ 
ing You will be as strong and 
active as the mountain goat 
Travel will give you pleasure and 
profit You will be the perfect 
husband or housewife 

i 1 

/S Jan 20 Feb 18 

A new position ol 
- power and responsi¬ 
bility or a promotion or 
tremendous social status will be 
yours Youf heart will twang like 
a guitar played by an expert 
Money will be showered upon 
you Healthwise. be just a wee 
bit careful as there is a danger ol 
accidents or operations Travel 
would be a good way to reach 
out You will overhaul your home 
in a strange manner 

ISCES 

Feb IS-March 20 

Journeys and cere- 
____) monies, functions 
and meetings, publicity and suc¬ 
cess are m store for you. You will 
be valueg and trusted as never 
before Assignments, proposals 
and offers make you prosperous 
You may have to travel for im¬ 
portant work. Children and 
grandchildren, parents and in¬ 
laws look up lo you 























































































































































LATE AFTEKNOON AT TM6 WLACE 


iHk ■ ih'' 

*■ ^ "sas 



IM GWILDOR '5 
WORKSHOP 


\¥^’4 


First tvie -ewels 
ahd how cpimger 
THEV ve both 
I/AMISMEO POOF 
RI 6 MT IMTO THIW AIR', 


BUT HOW Vit Know 
iHe LINK genVEEH 
THESE PISAPPEARAMCES 
OKKO EVIL LVW'S 
, COSMETICS 







AMD r KMOW JUST 
WHERE TO GET 
THE SECOHO 
SAMPLE SO WE 
CAN FINISH 
GWiLOOe 5 TEST 



.•it 







BUT WHAT ABOUT CRIMeER* 
WE'I/E SOT TO RWD MIM^^ 






kt 



;.Jl 


ORKO. THE ONLV 
"■^VKAy TO SET ceiNSeR 
BACK (5 TO SOLVE THIS 
MVSrERy' I'LL 6 E 
BACK AS SOON AS 
I CAM J 


WE'LL ANALYZE PRiMCESS 
BeNUBA '5 VAMISHINS CREAM 
AMD the powers HELP 
EVIL LYM IF T DISCOVER 
SHE'S REALLY BEHIMD ALL THIS 




ji«" 




ADAM THANK. VCW fOR 
OaMiMS, T WHAT'S 
WROM 6 « 


■n* 


HOlHlMG, YOUR 
HiSHMESS 

xou'p called 

S FOR ME * 


) My BUSTMESS CAM WAlT- 
yOU'RB THE ONE M/HO 
LOOKS WDRRIEO WE 
CAM'T HAVE ETEJJMIA'S 
HEIR WRIMKUMS PRE - ^ 
MATURELY, NOW CAKi MC? 


44 ' 




















To put it in short, T.V. Rajeswar may have posed some problems for 
JyoU Basu as his governor, but he can still see eye to eye ^tfa his wife. 













JsPEaim^ 

^w-before range of uduiM 
OTlwrs Desert sand Dusky blue 

^Iblue. 


make sure it’s a Godrej. I 




^ Other supe rior features mcludn 

"•BTOjce-the robust, eneroy- 
efficient compressor 
CoogiJanf-100% polyurethane 
insulation—the intematmnni 



prompt and dependable 

5BfVIC0 

. ^ that people have 

'''^e every day IS 
^nt in updabng technology Today 
ourmodem, automated plant has 
a tnily international class 


TOusr 




hta reee 
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Snapper offers better value 
(or money. A wider range of 
models. And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own. 
That s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera. 




‘>51 




fOfl 


m' 








ef 


3 OO 


Sn 


apP!l 


3 OO 


so 


'k 


aP?Sl 


ViO 


Situftper Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 














Bedi-Raj 


The cover story by Ashok 
Kamath ('Manager', Janu¬ 
ary 14) VOS a r^maroie. It 
was not dear he was 
so acepticai about Bedi’s 
appointment as cricket 
mmviger. 

By criticising some 
cricketers for breaking 
rules, Bedi proved that he 
had the guts to call a spade 
a spade. That does not 
mean that he is pro-BCCI 
or anti-ICA. 

Bedi was always a great 
fighter and a man of firm 
character. He also possM- 
ses a shrewd cricketing 
. brain. His appointment was 
perfectly in order. 

Syed LatfiiUah, 

Birbhum (W.B.) 

■ Indian cricket is now 
being run by a band of 
despotK selectors led 1^ a 
Hitler in the Board caBed 
Raj Singh Dungarpur, for 
idiom the members of dw 
Indian Cricketers Associa¬ 
tion are like Jews to be 
annihilated. Thimk (lOd we 
don’t have private gas 
chambers. 

Dungarpur's position 
compels me to quote from 
Julius Caesar in this man¬ 
ner “Upon what meat doth 
this our Raj Singh feed,/ 
That he is grown so great? 
Am thou art sham’d!’ 
Ruku Scngupta, 
(Calcutta 

Dangerous Man? 

It is shocking that The 
Telegraph, which had 
labelled L.K. Advani aixl 
hia party as communal and 
dan^rous to the nation, 
has also declared hbn its 
Man of the Year (Decem¬ 
ber 31). 

That honour, in fact, 
should have gone to 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
transformed himself into a 
mighty l^re from his 
humble beginrangs in 1985, 
so na^y that Time maga¬ 
zine found it fit to declare 
him Mm of the Decade. 
Ashok Knniar Sharma, 
Cuttadc 


Was It? 

The weddfog of Gopichand 
Ifindqja's daughter (This 
was a Weddfog,' Jmuary 
21), has caused wid^pread 
disgust In a coioitry where 
half the population goes to 
bed on an empty stomach, 
it mily shows that there are 
some people who have 
plenty of money to 
squander. 

Javed Nlsbat, 

Calcutta 

■It is amazing that the 
Colour Magazine should 
glonfy a wedding for its 
“sheer style and grandeur” 
just because huge sums of 
money were spent on it! 

My friends, fomily mem¬ 
bers, neighbours and I 
were all appalled at the 
vulgar display of wealth. 
Maybe, Hfodqn wanted to 
better the pageantry of 
B.R. Chopra’s 

Mahabharat. 

Since the inceptkm of the 
newspaper, this feature 


■ Tho magazine seems to 
have become m abum of 
nude pictures. As a young 
student and pure I mtinn, I 
feel it my duty to protest 
Gautam 
Bhattacbarjee, 

Agartah 

■ The comics section and 
the Junior Whirl page prove 
that the magazine has 
young readers, too. So, it 
is not [Hoper to publish 
articles and phoU^plu 
related to sex Please avoid 
such obscenity in 7 Days, 
too. 

Anil Sin^hal, 

Siliguri 

■ The whole femily goes 
through The Telegraph 
and it was shameful to see 
dirty photogn^ in the 
Colw Ma^zfoe. If this 
happens in our daily life, 
thm will be no resp^ left 
between elders and 



Hm groom arrives 

was the nadir. Hail the 
Indian Republic. 

E. Venkatesam, 

Calcutta 


Stop It! 


In spite of repeated re¬ 
quests, you continue to 
publish obscene pictures in 
the Colour Maga^ 0anu- 
ary 14 and 28). Don't you 
rmfise the impact of mch 
‘vemures’ on the teenage 
readers of the magazine? 
Abhik Oasgupta, 
Kharagpur 


youngsters. 

KhaUd Hasan, 

Calcutta 

Too Much 

Your cover story on ‘Poll 
Stars’ (December 17), 
gave too much pubbdty to 
M.J. Akbar. Akbar was 
highly respected as a jour- 
m^st, but having joined 
politics he has gone down 
in our estem. 

S. Rashadath All, 

(Calcutta 
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^0 CPI(M) IS under siege 
as power struggles within the 
pa^ threaten to break it up. 


■r Western classical 
cellist Anup Biswas’ attenqit 
to promote Indian musicians 
abroad. 


13 


■ Saheb Bagan m 
Chandpara is 100 years old. 


18 


■ Kat chewing IS a 

$1 billion addiction in Yemen. 
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7 Days 
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Candid Camera 


















1978, he formed the East 
West Arts Liimted. whidi is 
primaiiy aimed at (Hxmotiiig 
young tidents from Europe and 
India as well as fusing the two 
cultures, ‘^y job was to pidc 
up young talmts and epcpose 
them. Beng in the big l^gue 
of concert celfists, J can de¬ 
mand good fees and instead of 
squandering all my mcmey, I 
decided to promote new ta¬ 
lents. The bigger organisa¬ 
tions promote the same old 
talents in the same old tours. 
None of them really do their 
J(^ weE There is so much 
disoimination that my blood 
boils. So I decided to give the 
young, struggling artiste a 


Biswas’ efforts have been 
worthsiiite. He first brought 
panist Nigel Kennedy, who is 
a big name in Europe today, to 
India. Similarly, Christopher 
Cox. On his current tour he is 
promoting the young painist, 
Stephen Gutman. 

^st West Arts introduced 
the talented Indian sitarist 
Dipak Chowdhury to the Brit¬ 
ish audience way bhck in 1983. 
Frmn his aim mter, he toiA 
24 young musicians and con¬ 
ducted them in a major tour of 
UK, where in 35 days they 
gave 56 performances. He 
often combines musk with 
dance and likes to think of 
them as a smgie art. 

Under the aegis of this orga¬ 
nisation, several Kathakali 
dancers from the Calcutta 
Kalamandalam depicted the 
story of the Creation frrnn the 
Genesis in the Kathakali tradi¬ 
tion to a Western audience. 
The musk was composed by 
Anup Biswas and he even play¬ 
ed Indian classical musk on the ’ 
cello. 


A part from yromoti^ Indi¬ 
an performing artistes in 
Britain and vk^ versa, he also 
promotes Indian composers of 
the Western idiom, one such 
being Naresh Sohal. "His work 
may not always be pxxL But U 
is contemporary. One cannot 
always play Bach and Beeth¬ 
oven.” 

The established artistes like 
Ravi Shankar, he says, "do- 
nothing for brilliant Indian 
musicians.” He cites the inst¬ 
ance of Shankar’s Gha- 


naahyam, where the idea was 
to collaborate between Indian 
musicians in both Britain and 
India. But a number of talented 
young musicians and dancers 
in Britain were ignored; one 
being Oharamvir Sin^, a 
sitarist and a student of Wilayat 
Khan. So East West Arts has 
taken him under its wing. "I’m 
an old-time impre|sano,” he 
jokes. "Agents are not very 
^od.” 

An offshoot of the East 
West Arts is the 52-piece 
Dante Alighien Orchestra, the 
first mulbraciai orchestra in 
Britain, which Anup Biswas 
founded in Apni last year. It 
was formed as a means of 
employing professional young 
musicians, soloists and con¬ 
ductors of all natonalities. In¬ 
spite of being an immensely 
g^ed cellist, Biswas faced a 
tot of discrimination due to lus 
colour. "Why haven’t I been 
booked by the mqor orches- 



to dkcriminate and fike Gandhi 
is “trying to go one step furth¬ 
er”. The Dante Alighieri 
Orchestra gave its first m^or 
performance in December 
1989 at St. Smith Square, 
Lomlon. 

Britain has Bntten, France 
has Debussy, Hungary has 
Bartdi to wave as a flag of 
testimony to the Westetn clas¬ 
sical tradition. India now has 


ballet and contempor¬ 
ary style, join forces with 
musicians playing cdto, flute, 
viobn, tabia, sitar, keyboards 
andcondi shells to tell moving 
and eqdianting scenes from 
the composer’s life. 

‘The Ten Guineas are the 
ten impottant events in my 
life. B^iinning with a homage 
to Om or God to whom I fM 
very dose it moves on to my 
native place, a village called 
Chapra in Bengal It then de¬ 
scribes the unfortunate 
separation from my mother at 
the age of six, when I joined 
the Oxford Mission School 
whkh was a kind of Tom 
Brown’s schooldays. Then it 
moves on to show the impact 
of Rev. Mathkson on me and 
my musk and that of the two 
great cities, Calcutta and Lon- 
doa After some reflection, the 
work concludes with a vibrant 
celebration of creative artistk 
Be.” 



The multiracial Dante Alighieri Orchestra: Biswas’ creation 


tras in Britain?” asks Biswas. Anup Biswas, albeit on a more Ten Guineas will be touring 
“Simply because the middle m^st scale thus far. The exdusiveiy throughout Britain 

and u|^r middle class there latest ambitious project of the this year and Biswas would 

(to not like to see a coloured East West dance and music Kite to bring it to India some- 

soloist on stage.” Therefore encounter series is the auto- time later. For even after 15 

he decided to "create” his bk^phkal ballet suite. Ten years in Londoa Anup Kumar 

own orchestra which has Guineas under the Banyan Biswas is firmly rooted to Indi- 

West Indi^ Chinese, Ko- TIree, composed by Biswas an tradition aito keeps emning 

rew, Indians and even a and premiered in Leicester back every year to p^orm for 

white South African musician, last S^tember. A cast of four his home audience. | 

because Biswas doesn’t want dancers of Kiaratanatyam Nuadlta Chaudhuri 
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S aroi Mukhetjee saw the best. He was I 
fortunate to have missed the worst, 9 
though he must have had an idea of } 
the shape of things to come. For, today, ' * 
the CP1(M) is a party under siege, bodi 
intemally and extemidly. 

The developments in East Europe have 
left communism worldwide on the bri^ ctf 
a total collapse. And although the CPI^} 
still continues to flaunt its foith in Stafo in 
its usual insular manner, it can no longer 
diamiss the sweeping changes abroad as 
yet another handiwoA of imperialist man- 
mulatto. The result is that the party now 
Bces an identity crisis. What is it ^ing to 
teD all those i^ege and university stu¬ 
dents who thought communism was the 
answer to all the ills of a bourgeois 
capitalist society and now find the one- 
tone bastkms of this 20th century reh^on 
begimung to believe in just the opposite? i 



CPIfM) Iwadqnarten: Under siege 



Of course, public rhetoric aside, the 
CP1(M) has over the years become a party 
of pfoks, not reds. Ihe taste of elector^ 
success and resultant power have virtually 
turned it into just another bourgeois parpr. 
And h is this very transformation which 
has left the party vulnerable ft’om withm, 
particulaily in West Bengal Slowly but 
sureh', indications of an mtemal power 
strugig^ are beghming to emerge. 

The forces of change, broadly repre¬ 
sented by the younger cn^ of leaders like 
Biman Bose and Buddhadev Bhattacharya, 
are growing increasingly impatient with 
tite guard led by Jyoti Basu and Benoy 
Chowdhury, who stand for status quo. 
The death of Sarpj Mukheijee, who was 
state secretary and Left Front chairman, 
is likely to further sharpen the conflict. Of 
course, those who want change do so 
because tiiey want the power and not 
necessarily because they wish to set 
things right 

For the moment thou^, the power 
struggle is unlikely to si:^ out into the 
open. After aH thie CPI(M) is a homeg¬ 
rown product of Bengal, a state with a long 
history of secret societies. The first batch 
d cononunist leaders came firom the 
freedona movement and the Congress. 
The CPI(M) was formed in 1964 following 


Krven by dissension ana 
faced with an identity 
crisis, the CPICt'^ is 
passi^^ougha ^ 
traumatic phase. Canir~ 
survive the pressurep^ 
Tarun Ganguly provides" 
a glim|^ of the 
personalities and issues 


door. 

The first mstjor conflict in the party 
enided with the formation d the llmted 
Front ^vemment in the late sixties adien 
a section of party idealogues dnirassed 
electwal politics as a farce and prescrflied 
an agrarian revolt through armed insurrec¬ 
tion. The CPKM) leaderdiip d Promode 
Das^ta, Jyoti Basu, Samar Mukhetjee, 
Sard) Mu^ijee arid others had Just 
tasted success in the elections and were in 
no mood to submit the “adventurist^ 
insurrectioa This led to an exodus, which 
saw almost aU the seconif-ranking leaders 
bke Cham Majumdar, Kanu Sanyal, 
Sushital Roychowdhury and Sarpj Itetta 
forming the Communist Party d India 
(Marxist-Leninist). 

I t was then that the present young gi^ 
emerged. The exodus had resulted in a 
situation where the party was left with the 
heavyweights on cme ha^ and a handful d 
student leaders on the other. Promodeba- 
bu in his eagerness to build a second rung 
of leaders brought in men like Biman 
Bose, Buddhadev Bhattacharya, Adi B»- 
was, Sudas Chakrabtsty, Shyamal Uudc- 



Blman Bom: loonlng ^ bard? 


the split in the udted Communist Party d 
India. The late Promode Dasgupta, wto 
held the reins in West Bengal, join^ the 
communist movement via a secret terror¬ 
ist society, Anusilan Samity, and therefwe 
moulded tte new party according to his old 1 
beliefs. So, from tte very be^ndng, 1 
secrecy became an obsesskm with the * 
party and dissenters were shown the g 



Coii«r:nusMlonbyAnupRay;JyoiiB«8uby TaninChakravaiti;SMenDaBgup(abyAsoM 
MaluiTKlsr; Benoy Ctiowdhuiy and Blman Boss by AshoK Das; Buddhadev BhattSchoiya by 
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I nborty and a few otbera to fill up 

f * the poaibona left vacant by the newly* 
turned Naxaiites. 

Buddhadev, who is stiO in his 
forties, was a student leader before he 
was promoted and naturaOy, has no ex¬ 
perience with the trade union or peasants’ 
movement Nephew of poet Sukanta Bhat* 
tacharya, he IS considered an intellectual m 
the party and logically heads the mforma* 
bon and cultural aSairs departmoit But 
despite his aedentials, he has completely 
foiled to fiame the government's ‘cultutal 
pobcy' The state government has not 
been aUe to succesraiDy promcxe even a 
sm^ professionally conqietent cultural 
group. So for as aiformabon is concerned, 
the less said the better, a good example 
being the recent film fesbi^ m the aty. 
Sirn^y, Buddhadev's performance in the 
urban development and local self- 
government departments, of whidi he 
holds additional diarge, has been miser¬ 
able One look at Calcutta and the towns IS 
ample evidence not ixily of a total lade of 
planning but worse sbll, the sheer apathy 
of the official agencies. Even basic cmc 
amenities can no longer be taken for 
granted As mmister for local self- 
government Buddhadev was also re¬ 
sponsible for the rash and misguided move 
to order the supercession of the Con¬ 
gress-controlled Berhampore muniopd- 
ity. He went against expert legal advice 
and,last year, h^ to foce the embarrass¬ 
ment of havmg the order reversed by the 
court 

The growmg importance of finance 
mmister Asim Dasgupta has not been 
taken too well by Buddhadev Since the 
exit of Ashok Mitra from the Cabinet, Jyob 
Basu has become mcreasmgly dependent 
on Dasgupta, who is otherwise considered 
a li^tweight withm the party Besides 
lool^ after finance, Dasgupta is virtually 
m charge of oidustry too, dthough officially 
the pc^obo IS with tte chief minuter 
Very often, he accompanies Basu on hu 
official visits to Delhi and briefs the press 
I on his behalf 

Dasgupta, vdio comes from an old 
CPI(M) family, did his doctorate m econo¬ 
mics at Harvard before returning to Cal¬ 
cutta University to teach He later joined 
the sUitp plamung board, from where he 
was inductfd mto the Cabinet by Jyob 
Basu Although he keeps himsejf aloof 
from polibcal controversies and makes it 
clear every time he meets newsmen that 
he has a specific job to do, hu sudden 
prominence has also uked Shyamal Chak- 
raborty, who heads the transport ministry. 
Chakraborty was annoyed by the 
tremendous oiergy and enthususm with 
which Dasgupta looked after his (Chakra- 
borty’s) depsutment while he was abroad 
Everyday, he would be out on the roads, 
goading the pohee mto aamn, haulmg up 











errant dnvers, clearing up traffic bot- | 
tlenecks ^ ? 

Quick on the offensive, Dasgupta's cn- | 
tics in the party accused him of trying to 
build up his public image through such high 
profild exercises, and upstaging Chakra* 
borty on his home ground "Why doesn’t 
he look after his own department with the 
same energy instead of poaching like 
this’ was a common refrain Well, going 
by the state government’s claim of a 
near 100 per cent utihsation of available 
financial resources and prudent fiscal man¬ 
agement Dasgupta seems to be teking 
care of his own backyard too 

Well, almost Buddhadev and Shyamal 
Chakraborty managed to strike back and 
planted one of their own men on Dasgupta 
liie finance minister was not given his 
own confidential assistant and instead had 
Buddhadev s mai, Prashanta Baneqee, 
who IS also a party member, doubling up 
for him Things came to such a pass at one 
point that Baneqee was spending more 
time in Dasgupta’s ante-chamber than with 
Buddhadev 

Shyamal Chakraborty, who tries to 
maintain cordial relations with Biman and 
Buddhadev as well as the old guard is 
happiest issuing statements on iust about 
everythuig under the sun, from Mandela 
to the quality of fish in China Transport is 
an madental responsibility, although all 
those who use public transport would have 
bked him to take a little more interest in 
ms department He has done next to 
nothing to ipiprove the flow of city traffic, 
or to set up the proposed transport depots 
in and around the city 

In contrast, the other Chakraborty in 
the Cabinet, Subhas, is a man of action As 
sports iTunister, he has played a major role 
in the construction of the Salt Lake 
Stadium Stadiums have sprung up in other 
district towns too and althougn these may 
not be major achievements, they at least 
show that the department is not a state of 
constant paralysis The odd man out 
among the young hopefuls Subhas has no 
Marxist hang-ups and has no hesitation in 
uivituig Bombay filmstars for all night 
cultural shows or arranging football match 
es m far-off Siligun In fact, his fixatioi 
with Hindi filmstars has made mockery of 
the party’s obsession with 'apasansknti' 
(cultural degeneration) 

An able organiser and crowd-collector, 
Subhas put Buddhadev in the shade during 
Prime Minister V P Singh’s recent visit to 
the city by drawing a much larger crowd 
for the function at the bait Lake Stadium 
than the Buddhadev-orgamsed meeting at 
the Netaii Stadium In fact, he has been a 
thorn in Buddhadev’s side on more than 
one occasion He appears to be happy with 
what he is domg and shows little uiterest 
in weightier political issues Nevertheless, 
his organisational abilities have won him 




^ Siibihn Chakraborty: Move over Mahi 
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the ^dging admiration ot the CM. 

If Bhattachaiya considers himself the 
automatic choice for succeeding Jyoti 
Basu, then his camp followers see Biman 
Bose as the prime aspirant for the party 
leadership once the old guard is out of the 
way. Bose has tried to model himself after 
Promode Dasgupta. A bachebr, he shifted 
into Promodetobu's dingy little living quar¬ 
ters in central Calcutta after his mentor 
died. Compared to Buddhadev's cooil 
correct behaviour, Biman’s abrasiveness 
and tactlessness have earned him the 
reputation of being the enfant terrible of 
the party even at 50, and despite being a 
member of the state secretariat and the 
state and central committees of the 
CPKM). His inability to keep his likes and 
dislikes to himsbif has often landed in 
trouble. 

Chain-smoking Bose, who always made 
it a point to sit behind SaroJ Mukherjee 
whenever he briefed the press at the 
CPKMl's headquarters in Alimuddin 
Street, got into one his worst spots 
recently when he alleged that stalls were 
being allotted in the rebuilt New Market in 
an irregular manner, to which the mayor 
Kamal Basu took great umbrage. 

But many wit! tin the party see some 
“method behind the madness". They be¬ 
lieve Biman’s outburst was actually aimed 
against the chief minister, who shares an 
old friendship with the mayor. According 
to this line of argument. Biman was 
actually testing the waters before laun¬ 
ching a more daring attack. 

But for all his sharp-shooting, Biman has 
had little to show in real terms. In the last 
panchayat polls in the state, he and his 
pride of young lions created considerable 
tension within the Front by their abrasive 
conduct. In most rollege elections, the 
party’s student wing, the SFI, has come a 
cropper. Unnecessary meddling by a sec¬ 
tion of Biman’s supporters has also 
affected trade union activity. 

Among the younger guard, another 
Promode Dasgupta protege who has come 
a long way up the party hierarchy is Anil 
Biswas, the diminutive editor of the party 
mouthpiece, Ganasbakti. A member of the 
central committee, Biswas has assiduously 
cultivated a neutral image for himself, 
successfully maintaining links with both 
camps. 

I t the young guard belongs to the class of 
sixties, then the older leaders come 
from the class of thirties and forties. With 
the death of Saroj Mukherjee, their ranks 
have thinned down still further. Jyoti Basu. 
who joined the communist movement in 
1940, the same year as Mukherjee, today 
straddles both the government and the 
party like a colossus. At 80, he is at the 
pinnacle of his power and glory, not just 

Alim Daigupta: Hitting the road 


wiiiun the state, but even at the national 
level. He is now a kingmaker; since the 
suhival of the present government at the 
Centre depends on the continued support 
of the CPl(M) and the Bengal chief minis¬ 
ter has a major say in the party’s policy in 
Delhi. 

Basu’s no. 2 in the Cabinet, Benoy 
Chowdhury, who officiates as chief minis¬ 
ter when the former is away, commands 
respect from virtually every quarter. Like 
his old friend Sarojbabu, Chowdhury came 
to the communist movement via tte Con- 



Sailen Daagnpta (with Saroj MukherJoe 
Has he the personality? 

gress. In his usual quiet and unassuming 
manner, Chowdhury has as land reforms 
minister helped in creating a new support 
base for the party in the rural areas by 
successfully implementing Operation Bar- 
ga in most parts of the state. The scheme, 
by which the share croppers' nght to the 
land they till has been officially recognised, 
is perhaps the most important administra¬ 
tive measure the Left Front government 
has taken in the past decade. Such a 
scheme has not been introduced anywhere 
else ui the country and Chowdhury had to 
face opposition from even some of his l^ft 
Front colleagues. Despite his responsibili¬ 
ties as a senior minister, the parly remains 
very dear to him and he has never 
hesitated to midlly but firmly rebuke the 
‘Young Turks’ whenever they have gone 
overboard. 

^ Samar Mukhetjee, a contemporary of 
Chowdhury, continues to have a say in 
state party matters althou;^ for a long 
time he has been based in Delhi and Idoks 
after the parliamentaiy wing of the party. 
Others like Monoranjan 'Roy and AMulbh 
Rasul, who have been associated with the 
trade union and peasant wings of the 





party, have ceased to influence decision¬ 
making. 

That leaves us with Sailen Dasgupta, 
the new state secretary and Left Front 
chairman, who at 67 is the youngest 
member of the old guard. Brought into the 
party by Promode DasgupU he had been 
running the day-to-day affairs of the party 
since Sarcqbabu fell ill. Dasgupta is the 
quintessential party apparatdtik. Thickiy 
eyebrowed and poker hiced, he has been a 
constant feature at the party’s headquar¬ 
ters in Alknuddin Street. The occassional 
statement aside, he has never been known 
to strike ideological postures or get into 
polemical discussions. 

A nd therein lies Dasgupta's utility. In 
his new role he wilt continue to act as 
a neutral link between Jyoti Basu and the 
party. His promotion is seen as a victory 
for Jyoti Basu. To begin with, his and 
Benoy Chowdhury's names were men¬ 
tioned as possfole successors to Saro- 
jbabu. It even appeared that tte party 
might break with its tradition of giving the 
same person the dual responsibility of 
state secretaryship and Front chair¬ 
manship, uid spjit it up between the two 
leaders. But by having Dasgupta in both 
praitions, jyoti Basu has kilM two birds 
with one stone. Benoybabu remains in tf« 


Cabinet and deprives Buddhadev of the 
chance of becoming no, 2 and official heir 
an>arent to the chief ministership. On the 
party front, the younger elements have 
been put in their place. 

But the question is: For how long? 
Although Dasgupta has just assumed con¬ 
trol, intotions are that Biman Bose will 
try to manipulate him to the maximum 
extent possible. Unlike his two illustrious 
predecessors, Promode Dasgupta, who 
talked tough and acted tough, and Saroj 
Mukheijee, who could be firm in spite of 
his mild demeanour, Dasgupta may not 
possess the kind of personality needed to 
exercise unquestioned authority over all 
secticms of the party. 

In his first press conference after taking 
over, Dasgupta said tte mayor, Kamal 
Basu, should not have reacted publicly to 
Biman Bose's allegation of irregular allot¬ 
ment of stalls in the rebuilt New Market. 
This undoubtedly marks a small victory for 
Biman. 

But all said and done, Jyoti Basu is not 
likely to let things go out of control so long 
as he is there. Without in any way 
lowering his own prestige, he has made it 
quite dear as to uho the boss is. After the 
Berhampore municipality judgment, he 
ticked off Buddhadev very subtly and shot 


Benoy Gwwdhury: Widening tlw party base with Operation Barga 



down the suggestion that the government 
should am)eal against the court’s decision. 

Basu can afford to be dinnissive of the 
young guard. Because, despite various 
aOeptions of nepotiam and comq>tion 
ag^t him, he continues to be the p^’s 
main crowd-puller and vote-catcher. 
There are many who vote for the CP1(M) 
only because Jyoti Basu is there. ShKe 
ideology has taken the backseat, he has 
become the main difference between the 
Congress and the Left Front during elec¬ 
tion time. 

Although the yomig elements in the 
party may carp at hun in private, not one 
of them has his mass appeal. Even per¬ 
formance-wise, they have created more 
problems than they have solved. On the 
'Other hand, men fike Benoy Chowdhury 
and Basu have shown they can still deliver 
the goods, even at this age. Clearly, old is 
still gold where the CPI^) is concerned. 

While the old guard has reached the top 
through many trials and hardships—having 
had to go to jail and fi^t for an ideology— 
the younger leaders were catapulted into 
positions of power early in their lives 
through sheer luck. By the time they were 
35, most of them were part of the elite 
within the party, and this easily-acquired 
power made some of them very arrogant. 
The growing indiscipline among the middle 
and low level cadres is but a rnanifestation 
of this. 

Much as the old guard might want to 
hang on to power for as long as possible, 
the inevitable cannot be postponed inde¬ 
finitely. But do the yoi^er elements have 
the c^bre and conviction to carry the 
party on their shoulders? 

Bom and brought up in the Stalinist, 
tradition, the younger leaders have yet to 
suggest any utemative means by which 
communism can continue to be attractive 
to the next generatioa Faced with the 
far-reaching changes across the world, 
they now lave lit^ choice but to survive 
in a bourgeois democratic polity through 
the electoral process. And they cannot 
depend on the old masters to bring in the 
votes for much longer. Solid action, and 
not just rhetoric, booth capturing and 
manipulation of electoral rolls will the 
need^ to win the mandate of the masses. 

The question uppermost in everybody’s 
nand must be: After Jyoti Basu, what? Will 
die party be able to retain its stranglehold 
Ml state? The real test will come in the 
1992 Assembly elections, by which tune 
the old guard will be too old to be 
effective. 

But, meanwiule, the chances are that 
the party, without its pole stars in Moscow 
and Bejjing, will be r^u(^ to being just 
another deuvinistic, regional party in the 
mould of the DMK and AGP. If tlut does 
indeed happen, even the remaining whiff of 
communism will disappear forever. ■ 
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BmSMADEV CHATTOPADHYAT (1909-77) 



Bom on November 8, 1909 
at Bansberia in Hooghly dis¬ 
trict, West Bengal, Bhismadev 
Chattopadhyay was a musician 
of unparalleled versatility. One 
of the greatest vocalists of the 
Agra gharana, he promoted an 
attractive blend of classical and 
lighter music in films. 

Bhismadev showed a natural 
flair for music right from child¬ 
hood. He picked up the com- 
positioiu of Lakh^ Bora! and 
k. Muilick from discs with 
incredible speed. Starting his 
music lessons under Nagen 
Dutta, he became a favourite 
. disciple of Ustad Badal Khaa 
besi^s training for some time 
with Ustad Faiz Khan. His 
mother was a onistant source 


of encouragement. 

Due to ill-health Bhismadev 
could not complete the lA 
course. As a student of 
Vidyasagar College, he won 
the inter-collegiate competi¬ 
tion in khayal, tappa and thum- 
ri. For some time he was 
associated with the 
Megaphone record company. 
Begum Akhtar cut a disc on 
thunui under his direction. At 
the Varanasi music conference 
in 1934, he held the audience, 
which included Omkamath 
Thakur and Ratai\jankar, spell¬ 
bound with a khaya/rendition 
to the accompaniment of a 
harmonium. 

In 1937, Bhismadev joined 
the Film Corporation of India. 


Some of the popular films for 
which he composed the music 
were DU Hi To Hai, Kayedi 
and //an Kirtan (ail Hin^), 
while the list of Bengali films 
included /2a/gzr, Muktisnan, 
Tatinir Bklm and Anar Geeti; 
in the last named ventui e he 
was assisted by his illustrious 
pupil. Sachin Dev Butman. 

In 1940, while at the hei^t 
of his popularity, he left for 
Pondicherry. He returned af¬ 
ter eight years and since then, 
led a secluded life and gave 
few public recitals. He died on 
Augusts, 1977. 

The sketch above shows his 
residence at 30, Sarkar Lane 
in north Calcutta. 




































R P Chattenee, Calcutta- 
17 would like to "know 
more about the book The 
Travels of Manx) Poto” 
Onginally titled II Mikme 
Ctranslated in English as 
The Travel- of Marco Polo), 
the book was d‘»dicated to a 
fellow pnsoner in 3enoa 
named Rusticiano or Rus- 
tichello The amanuensis, a 
writer of romantic tales, is 
thought to have added a few 
embellishments of his own 
Where the work rests on 
Marco Polo s direct observa¬ 
tions (as opposed to what he 
related as having heard) the 
account has proved remark¬ 
ably accurate 
On his deathbed, asked to 
recount his Asian stones. 
Polo responded ‘I have told 
only half the marvels I have 
seen " The work remains an 
informative glimpse of an 
early bridge between East 
and West 

Here s an interesting 
anecdote on David Ogilvy s 
memorable 1950s headline 
for Rolls Royce cars 
Remember the headline’ 

‘ At 60 m p h the loudest 
noise in the new Rolls Royce 
comes from the electnc 
clock This wasn t a new 
thought Ogilvy, it is said, 
drew inspiration from Auto¬ 
car magazine s review of the 
Rolls Royce Silver Ghost in 
1907 ‘At whatever speed 
the car is dnven, the auditory 
nerves when dnving are 
troubled by no fuller sound 
than emanates from an 8 
day clock 

so much for headlines 
Here s another piece of fas¬ 
cinating Rolls Royce tnvia 
When Rolls Royce cars 
were first exported to Amer¬ 
ica they were so quiet that 
the licensing authonties re¬ 
fused to believe that they 
were petrol dnven cars, 
thinking that they must be 
electncally powered 
Benjamin Zachanah re¬ 
ports 

"The Annual Amal Ghatak 
Quiz, one of the oldest inter- 
college quizzes in the city, 
was held at Loreto College in 
the first week of February 
The quiz was conducted by 
Derek O Bnen before a fairly 
large crowd—larger than 
usual for a college quiz 




11th Queahon: Julius Caesar was the 
first govsmmeiit official to order a traffic 
control acL What was the major law he 
passed? (Subrata Haidar, B. C. Mukher- 
Jee Road, Tribsnl, Hooghly) 

4ns.* Women ahouM not drive chariots. 


The early rounds saw 
Presidency College off to a 
good start, with NRS Medical 
College running them close 
In the second half. Presiden¬ 
cy seemed to run out of 
steam, and were overhauled 
by Jadavpur University, the 
eventual winners who began 
ttieir late acceleration from 
the 'live' round, which has 
come to be a fairly regular 
routine nowadays Presiden¬ 
cy finished second, with 
NRS a close third 
"An interesting sidelight of 
this quiz was the presence of 


'recaiitmenf squads in the 
audience, reminiscent of 
football transfer scouts" 

IndranI Mahapatra reports 
on two inter-school quizzes 

“The 16th Percy Baptiste 
Quiz, one of the oldest 
school quizzes in the city, 
was held at the Dalhousie 
Institute Two young quiz 
masters, Debabrata Mukher- 
jee and Benjamin Zachanah 
made their debut, and it must 
be stated that their questions 
were vaned, interesting and 
brain-testing The winners 




QUESTIONS 


1 1. VWxtaaid, 'tkinnora » 
IJW lo^ tnja tttmie dmo- 
aaur" (Suman Chaudhuri, 
Howrah) 

2 . What is the fnat fKm ki 
which AnMabh Bachchan 
and Ja^ Bh«furi acted 
together? (Plrdu Dae, 
Chan^jdani, Hooghly) 

3. What was Operatkm 
Just Cause? (Sheikh 
Abdui;R8b,Burdwwi) 

4 . VM )0 was first lady 

flkf^cfliactdr of Indian 


tmema? 


Dimi^) 
ahittieonvtwo 
letiudcy bt^mah to be out 
ruiw on their Test 
itendu Pradhan, 
f) 

I.WhatfTrineral is known 
ee-fOCkootton*? 

rjytarPpfl. 


8 . VWrat did the Russian 
Lazarus Zamenohf de¬ 
vise? (Aruna ChanckBK^, • 
Ceteutta-29) 

10. What examples cBd 
Dsda Thakur oftm Cite tts 
"the three intiicades oftfie 
English Language*? (Anu- 
pam Ganguly, Sunder- 
garh,OriM) 


ANSWERS 


AouaM^peounou 
-oJd an leX pin s,0 itn 
•nop SAStmuoiNi aSu^ ny 

JOOdpUBiQOp‘)|OOS -ft 

«<^usnd83 eOiw 
•UBI isuopaunvJ* eqjt *8 
ui|dBM0eiMrfMC‘8 




nwKurnnpe . 
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were St Xavier's who edged 
away only by half a point 
from their rivals,La MaiUnler 
Boys 

“To mark their 125th year 
St Anthony's School orga¬ 
nised a quiz The occasion 
began with a prayer which 
lent a solemnity to the 
atmosphere The Quiz Mas¬ 
ter was Barry O'Brien St 
Xavier's won the quiz while 
St Lawrence bagged seconi 
place" 

"What was the affair of th< 
queen's necklace?” asks 
Pnya Pandey, Calcutta 6 

The affair of the queen’s 
(Mane Antoinette's) diamom 
necklace, was the ^Int from 
which Napoleon dated the 
downfall of the monarchy 
Two confidence tricksters in¬ 
duced the wealthy, gullible 
Cardinal de Rohan, hungry 
foe advancement at court, to 
purchase a $500,000 di¬ 
amond necklace for Mane 
Antoinette, who he believed 
would favour him rf he con¬ 
cealed the business from the 
king The conspirators hired 
a girl to impersonate the 
queen by moonlight and 
forged her signature They 
expected that even when the 
cardinal realised he had 
bean duped, he would keep 
quiet to avoid scandal 
Meanwhile they obtained the 
necklace on credit, sepa¬ 
rated the stones, and sold 
them 

The turning point came 
when the jewellers unex¬ 
pectedly went to the queen 
for payment instead of to the 
cardinal Funous at Rohan 
for apparently involving her 
in a scheme to defraud the 
jewellers, she had him tried 
before the Parliament of 
Pans to clear her name But 
everyone believed the queen 
was In league with the con¬ 
spirators (who were given 
harsh punishment), and 
Rohan was found Innocent, 
a stunning blow to the 
monarchy. These bizarre 
events, which inspired a 
Dumasliovei and a Goethe 
play, could not have trans¬ 
pired without Marie Antoinet¬ 
te's reputation for frivolity, 
extravagance and duplh^. 









\ mid the bustle and exatement of 
/\ Calcutta’s 300th birthday, it is 
XAjierhaps natural to have lost sight of 
the fact that Sab^ Bagan is now 100 
years okL 

But what and where is Saheb Bagan^ 
Well might you ask WeB. if you set off out 
of the city m a rouiddy north-easterly 
direction, working your vray across udiat 
were once the extensive marshlands 
bordering Dum Dum, now a useful metro¬ 
politan bypass, and swing past the largely 
deserted airport, pickffig up the old Jes- 
sore Road, you wiB arrive first at the 
important and busy district headquarters 
town of Barasat. bearing left as you 
prepare to leave Barasat you are now on 
the road to the border town of Bongaon 
and starting your run to the next important 
town of Habra 

Habra, you will find to be the only real 



Saheb Ba^u: Passed through many hands 


Hundred Years 


bottleneck in your 85-km journey along the 
well-maintain^ road to the village of 
Chandpara Regrettably, you have to go 
throuf^ It and Sunday, unfortunately, is 
hat day But hat is also a moveable feast, 
particularly in the wuiter months when 
there are masses of fhuts and vegetables 
available and the vendors will spill on to the 
carriageway at the drop of a pumpkin to be 
followed virtually by the total population. 

Habra is also growing in importance as a 
centre of educatipn and its Chaitanya 
College IS CO educational and prepares for 
degrees in arts and the sciences while 
another institubon will ready you for a 
career in business 

Emerguig from Habra, the traveDer 
begins to pass along avenues of giant 
saman trees that give the appearance of a 
low range of hills if you are approaching 
along one of the several branch highways 
It IS believed that these great sentinels, 
known as “ram trees” to some, their 
branches occasionally swathed m sprays of 
orchid, were planted m the time (A those 
early pioneers who were exploring further 
and further afield m their search for snipe 
and other delectable gamebuds 

Sadly, m the wake of refugees pourmg 
over the setthng from across the Bang¬ 
ladesh border areas, several of these 
lovely specimens of nature are now bemg 
used, with disastrous consequences, for 
drying out cow-dung cakes which are 
sappmg the trees’ vitahty and turn¬ 
ing them mto gaunt skeletons It is hoped 
that environmental experts Will turn their 
attention to these ravaged areas of the 
beautiful Bengal countrysxle 

We now arrive at Gaighata wtiere the 
Bengal Pobce have a' siMnnsianal office 


and 

Still 

Came 



Pearson Surita writes 


about Saheb Bagan 



and where a sturdy bridge takes us across 
the Jamuna This is not to be confused with 
the nuqor tributary of the Ganga which 
flows past Delhi and Agra This Jamuna 
meanders across the northern parts of the^ 
24 Parganas as it debouches, at times, mto 
large bhils where the local fisherfolk make 
a worthwhile hvmg and whose banks pro¬ 
vide a marshy havcai for the hundreds of 
srape that make them way here every 
wmter, them numbers, nowadays, bemg 
steadily depleted by the rampant netting 
by poachers which contmues unchecked 
iW end of our journey draws near as 
we cross the Jamuna and six km or so 
further on we come to Chandpara where 
we take a sharp nghthanded U-tum which 
leads us past the local school and to the 


gate of Saheb Bagan where the snulmg 
janitor of the i amp. Bikhan Swam, awaits 
us 

O ne hundred years ago. W K Dodds, 
of the Penmsular and Oriental Bankmg 
Corporation found his way out to this vast 
area of nee paddies and bhils, all teemmg 
with that tastiest of table bmds which the 
Bengali calls “kadakcoha", its acquisition 
callmg for great marksmaiishqi and pro 
vidmg wonderful exercise Among the 
mam snipe grounds were Bhoomra Klul 
and Chandani Bhil, both allowmg for a 
whole day s walkmg after the bird and 
yieklmg, research mdicates, on a good day 
up to anythmg hke a hundred couple 
Country craft, the dmghy coukl be hired at 
both, from which the elderly or the less 
mobile addict lould enjoy a less enervatmg 
day 

Regrettably. I have never been able to 
find any records of any nature at Saheb 
Bagan, no game registers, no remmisc 
ences by previous owners, no staff re¬ 
cords, nothmg at all 

But shikans are a breed and they come 
down from one generation to another, 
servmg generally one master and his 
descendants Fortunately, 1 have been 
able to glean little snippets of mfomiation 
from Kumar who. man and boy, has 
searched, found and led guns to snipe for 
nearly 40 years now and has nsen to be 
head shikan of Saheb Bagan. a title he 
wears with prxie if not the same effective 
ness he used to display m years gone by 
But, for that, the dimirashiiig species is to 
be blamed just as when m attemptmg to 
hand down mformation about the past, a 
simple mteihgence can hardly make up for 
the written word 
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Kumar and his tribe are also beginning to 
regard with wild alarm the threat held out 
to his community by attempts- to outlaw 
the shooting of migratory (pme-btrds. In 
addition to their loss of a living, they view 
with consternation the fact that a few 
couple of snipes, legitimately shot, are no 
longer available for the gourmet’s break¬ 
fast table while hundreds of trapped birds, 
freely on offer at every bazar at a nominal 
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Away from the madding crowd 

price, are finding their way daily into 
hundreds of cookhouses all over the coun¬ 
tryside. 

But reverting to Dodds and his compan¬ 
ions, how they travelled out to Chandpara 
is a matter of conjecture. We find that the 
Barasat-Basirhat railway line was con¬ 
structed some time between 1896 and 


<,1 




1905, during I^rd Curzon’s Viceroyalty; 
presumably, therefore, transport had to be 
found, in 1890, by some other means 
which has not been recorded. 

However, when Dodds stumbled on 
Saheb Bagan he must have been attracted 
sufficiently to decide that this was to be his 
headquarters. It was (and stiD remains) a j 


lovely plot measuring a little over two 
acres and it lay about 400 yards from and 
parallel to the main n;pd. It carried a fair 
sprinkling of coconut trees, ranti, lichees, 
l^yan, mango, kadam and a magnificient 
bodh as also great groves of bamboo, 
green and yellow along its boundaries. 

Here, Dodds set up his weekend camp 





consisting of a basha and made provision 
for tents to be pitched if required by 
guests. The camp appears to have re¬ 
mained m his possession or members of his 
fiunily or friends for a number of years, 
certainly until the end of the War. Since 
then It has passed through several hands 
without changing its character of a 
weekend resort for sportsmen and their 
families and pnmanly for the benefit and 



recreation of the "owner" for the time 
being, his guests and fnends both in India 
and from abroad who stayed there and shot 
snipe withm a radius of 15 or 20 miles. 

In his excellent book. Merchant Prmce. 
Sir Owain Jenkins—Oscar to his fnends— 
who had mhented Saheb Bagan with his 
companion, Ian Macpherson, has k*ft us a 


splendid descnption of life and sport at 
Chandpara. The village was served by the 
railways and it was possible to send out 
staff and provisions overnight and life in 
camp assumed a more princely nature 

A t about this time Bikhan Swam arnved 
on the scene Partition, m its wake, 
had mtroduced many problems, the one 
that affected Saheb Bagan most being the 
influx of refugees from East Pakistan, the 
border bemg but a few miles away As Sir 
Owain wntes. "Imagme some two acres of 
ground, well above flood-level, planted 
with trees and enclosed m a neat hedge of 
duranta—to the untutored eye not unlike a 
privet—and picture the feelings of a foot¬ 
sore fugitive seekmg a plate to rest There 
were tents too and huts, empty all through 
the week. That the plate was not im¬ 
mediately overrun and occupied was due to 
the personahty of the gardener who was 
then m charge. ” This was Bikhan Swam, a 
tall square-shouldered Onya who spoke 
little Bengali, but he saw off wave after 
wave of prospectmg amvals, a task m 
which he was given the wholehearted 
assistance of the locals who. no doubt, 
appreciated the ever-present threat to 
their own homesteads 
Smce those far-off days, the camp has 
contmued to flounsh. Relations with the 
neighbours, a rnist important considera¬ 
tion. have always remained most cordial 
and when Jenkins and his tontemporanes 
retired from India leaving the property to 
the Sinckiirs, the Thomas’, Ian Mornss, 
the Haywards and others of that ilk, status 
quo contmued. 

Durmg Sir Anthony Hayward’s tenure, 
Saheb Bagan was used on mure weekends 
through the year than not Tony Hayward 
and his family were held m great esteem, 
mdeed affection, by the villagers, helping 
out with the hospital, providmg books for 
the school, holding small classes for the 
teachmg of English and ->0 on 

Bikhan contmued to thnve By this time 
he had set up a saw-mill m the township 
and a fumiture-makmg establishment in a 
comer of Saheb Bagan He had also 
achieved the signal distmction of keepmg a 
cow' 

Wlien, m their turn, the Haywards left 
India. Saheb Bagan passed mto the own 
ership of Richard Magor, the well-known 
tea baron. Well, not all of Saheb Bagan, for 
Hayward ^fted all that part of the property 
which lay to the nght of the central dnve- 
way to Bikhan. But Bikhan’s busmess 
acumen was shortly brought to bear for he 
passed the news around that he was 
plannmg to retire to his native Onssa and 
would, therefore, like to dispose of his part 
of the land. Natually, for a number of 
logical reasons, it was m Richard Magor’s 
mterest to acquire it. 

The Magor ownership has proved to be 


a popular state of aff^. Employment has 
bran found for one or two of the locals and 
when a tornado swept through the vdlage a 
few years ago cuttmg a 50-yard wide swath 
through the countryside, destruymg dwell- 
mgs, slicing away half a school buildmg, a 
generous donation was sent up to help out 
those who had suffered 
At the tamp itself, one or two pnmitive 
buildmgs which had survived the ravages 
of time, termites and tempests have been 
mcxlemised as far as possible with tiled 
roofs, mosquito-proof wmdows, comfort¬ 
able furniture, lights and sanitary fittings 
and with the running water made available 





Caretaker and part-owner Bikliari 
Swain; A man for all seasons 

by the mstallation of an overhead tank and 
an electnc pump, the luxury of a king bath 
after a tinng trudge is a great joy 

The whole place presents a picture- 
postcard appearance with flowering shurbs 
and well-tnmmed hedges Shortly after 
Saheb Bagan changed hands it was sur¬ 
rounded by deep-laid standard garden 
fencing and this contrived to keep out 
specimens of most known species 
Well, most of them with the exception ol 
Bikhan who finally decided to stay on after 
all and continues as caretaker of the 
property as well as caretaker of his own 
fortunes. (>ood for Saheb Bagan and good 
for Bikhan Swam. 

Verify, a man for all seasons. ■ 
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A t fiery high noon in the .iiuieiit 
marketplace of Saiua the south 
west Arabian capital of Yemen 
peddler Khalad al Hussein reaches into the 
burlap bag on his donkey and pulls out a 
stack of banana stems, each about two feet 
long 

Inside the stems are fist sired bunches 
of a chewable narcotic shrub called k.it 
"Ten nyals ($1)." shouts Khalad. handing 
'OUt some of his product for inspection 
Prospective buyers veilcsl women wear 
ing all-enveloping black c/iacfors and men 
weanng turbans, plaid skirts and wicked 
daggers—gather closer 

Rgt (pronounced gaht), a mild stimulant, 
IS to the Yemenis what wine is to the 
French For every class, from beggars and 







housewives to mere hants and government 
leaders, /cat chewing is a way of bfe among 
the seven million citizens of Yemen, also 
know as North Yemen or the Yemen Arab 
Republic 

It s also big business (.hie quarter of 
the- coiintrv’s $4 billion gross national 
priKliict can be attributed to its sales 
ai cording to publishc-d reports 

Yemenis choose their kdt carefully 
I hey scrutinize leaves for si/e and tender 
ness Young plants, although they re more 
expensive are preferred Some kdt is sold 
by br.ind according to the region in which 
it IS grown Khalad is scdling Socxli, a 
relatively inexpensive type Nearby 
anotlkT pc'dcller is selling Baladi for 1(K) 
nyals ($ 10) a bunc h " I he best," says one 
buyer 

By 2 pm the marketplace closes At the 
rear of a pastry shop a typical kat — 
chewing session begns Several men, 
sitting cross legged on foam cushions, 
pluck the Ix'st leaves and stuff them into 
their mouths 

hat IS chewed much like tobacco ITie 
leaves are masticated into pulp and stored 
tn the cheek The juice is savoured, it 
prcxluces a sensation that one Western 
user says "gves you a pleasant sense of 
well being " Another, possibly exaggerat 
ing, says "It’s like drinking 20 cups of 
strong coffc*e ” 

As with most other narcotic drugs, after 
a period of euphoria kat leaves a significant 
letdown That’s why. if you’re working on 
a deal in Sanaa, the word is, ‘Get it clone 
before ncxin ’’ 

After two convivial hours at the kat 
chew, water pipes loaded with black tobac¬ 
co are passed around, along with earthen 
jugs filled with cool water These enhance 
the kat high, partKipants say 
A Western visitor is asked to chew He 
tncs a few leaves, but spits them out 
almost immediately Their taste is loo 
bitter for him The men laugh 

J^at has been enjoyed in southwestern 
IVArabia and northeastern Africa for 
about 5(X) years Fthiopia is considered its 
birthplace In Yemen it began as an elitist 
drug, and its widespread use here has 
proliferated only m the past decade, smee 
several million Yemenis working in Saudi 
Arabia and the Persian Gulf countries have 
begun sending money home Even Yemeni 
women have become kat lovers, but they 
are more discreet than men in their use of 

It 

As the demand for kat has increased, so 
has Its prcxluction In the terracc-d coun 
tryside of Yemen, kat fields are replacing 
other, less profitable crops such as j?rain 
and coffee 

Another plus for the slender, jjreen- 
leafed shrub, which is related to the coffee 
plant, IS Its ability to thrive with little 
water or maintenance ui a harsh climate. It 
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grows best at high alhtudes, Sanaa’s 
Ovation IS 7,250 feet 

Some kdt farmers sell directly to their 
customers, while others deal with middle 
men such as Khalad al Hussein Unlike the 
immensely profitable, cartel controlled 
drug crops of some other countries. Ye 
men’s kat industry is run pnmanly by small 
formers Land, a sacred possession, is 
rarely sold Moreover, kat can t be 
hoarded and is rarely exploited because it 
loses Its potency 16 hours after harvest 
mg Banana stems have beciane a lucra 
tive support industry, because they keep 
the bundles fresh 

Although kat is a significant source of 
tncnme for some Yemenis, it is a money 
drainer lor many others, piarticularly the 
poor TTie average chewer spends $5 to 
$40 a day on his habit, an alanning figure m 
a country with a per-capita annual income 
of about $500 
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(lovernment efforts to curb kat use 
through fines have been unsuccessful and 
an outnght ban is never discussed Kat is 
prohibited in neighbouring Democrabc Ye¬ 
men—South Yemen, or the People's 
Demoiratic Republic of Yemen—and 
Saudi Arabia 

"It’s mipxissible to stop it.’’ says Said 
Wakim. an anb kat official m the Yemeni 
mmistry of tounsm “It’s their entertam 
ment, theu' social recreation ITiey have 
nothmg else to do ’’ 

But support for abstinence has reached 
high places Yemeni President Sab Abdul 
iah Saleh, a longtime kat user, has subsb 
tuted tennis for chewmg 

It may be difficult, though, for some 
Yemeras to follow Saleh’s example A case 
m point IS taxi dnver Mohammed Kha 
toum. “I’ll never stop chewing,” he says 
*if 1 did. I’d fall asleep m the afternoon ’’ 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Agate path: Metro ^ChowriiiK- 
hee Road; 280UI). M^ic (Kafi 
Ahmed Kkhwai Road; 242266). 
Menoka (Sarat Chattence Avenue: 
410417). Mitra (Ba&iui Saran; 
551133). Krishna (T.C. UulU 
Street; 250437). Rrabhal (Chittar 
aojan Avenue: 390762). Rahini 
(Beliaithata Main Road; 36.3264). 
Madiuban (Regent Hark). 

Directed by Mulcul S. Anand. 
the An stars Amitabh Kachrhan 
and MithiBi Chakr^xirty akaig with 
Mailiavi. Ncelam, Danny, (ioga 
Kapoor. Arrhana Puran Smi^. 
Alok Nath. Rohan Hattanf^y and 
Timi Anand. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarebl. 

• Awaargi (A): Paradise (Ben- 
tincfc Street; 285442)- 12.3,6.9. 

A 6im by Mahesh Bhatt. star- 
raig And Kapoor, Oovmda and 
Meenakshi Seshadn. The music is 
by Annu Mahk. 

• Baap Niunbri Beta Dus 
Nanbri: Orient (Bentinck 



A scene from larver OB Mirr 

Street: 281917)—4 shows. 

Directed by Aziz Sajawal and 
with musk by Nadeem Shravan, 
the An stars Jackie Shroff, Farha, 
Adhya Panchoh, Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan. 

•Majboor: Lotus (S.N. Baneoee 
Road; 242664). Grace (Mahatma 
(lamfo Road; 391090), Hasusrce 
(S.P. Mukhei)ee Road; 484808), 
Rupah (Ashuti^ Mukhence Road; 
474403). Purnasree (Rata Raj Kis- 


sen Street; 554033). 

A An by T. Rama Rao whose 
principal attractions are Jeetendra. 
Sunny Deal. Jaya Pra^ Farha, 
Prait, A.srani, Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarebl. 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Ebte (S.N. 
Banerjce Road; 24138;)), Indira 
(Indra Roy Road; 471757), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street; 552270), jagat (Acharya 



RbIIbM and Geeta Dey A Xalanka 


PrahiBa Chandra Road; 365108). 
Moonlight (T.C. Outta Street; 
254956). 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair in 
this 61m. directed by Soo^ R. 
Batjatiya. The music is by Raam 
Laxman. 

• Ribacc (A): Hind (Ganesb 
Chandra Avenue; 272473)—4 
shows 

A 61m by Arunaraje. starring 
Hema Malini, Vinod Khanna and 
Naseeruddin Shah. Also in the cast 
are Neena Gupta, Mohan Afpshe, 
Rima La(^. lb Anm and others. 
The musk is by Sharang Dev. 

• Soaten Ki Beti: Roxy (Chowr- 
inghee Place; 284138)—^ shows. 

jeetendra. Rekha and Jaya Prada 
are the cluef attractions. The 6kn 
is directed by Saawan Kumar and 
the musK is by Vedpaal. 

• Zabreetay: lyoti (Lenin Saram: 
241132). Uttara (BkDian Sarani; 
552200 -4 shows. 

A 61m by Jyotm Goel. the cast 
includes Jeetendra, Suiqay Dutt, 
Chunkey Panday. Bhanupnya and 
Juhi Chawb. The musk is by 
Anand Mibid. 


Bengali Films 


•Bhagyallpi: Sree (Bxlhan Sara- 
ni; 551515), Purabi (MaAtma 
Gandhi Road; 352740). Ujjala 
(Russa Road: 478666)—3 shows. 

Stqil Kumar’s 6rst Benfpili 61m 
which stars Tapas Paul, Dc- 
Ashree Roy. Uttam Mohanty. 
Aparajita, Aiiina Irani. Paintal and 
the duector himself. The musK' is 
by Sumitra l.ahin. 

• Byabodhan: KupAni (BidAn 
Sarani; 553413), Aruna (MaAtma 
Gandhi Road. 359561). BArati 
(S.P. Mukhenee Road; 474686) - 
1. 4. 7. 

Dnected by Dilip MukAijee and 
with musK by Ajoy Das, tA film 
stars Victor BaneiKc, Moon Moon 
5ien, Indrani Dutta, Kali Banerjee, 
Rajeshwan Roy Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul. 

• Hirak Jayantl: Minar (BkUian 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoh (S.P. 
MukAr]ee Road; 4734^), ChA- 
bighar (MaAtma Gandhi Road; 
352740) 1.30, 4.15, 7. 

Ranjit Mullick, Chumki 
Choudhury, Joy Baneijee, Dibp 
Roy, Kali Banerjee and Sumitra 
MukArjee star in this Anjan 
Choudhury 61m whose music is by 
Goutam Basu. 

•Kalanka; Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 558080), Puma (S.P 
MukAijee Road; 474567), Aloe- ' 
hhaya (BeAgAta Main Road; 
355059)—3 sAws. 

DirectecT by Shanti Ranjan 
Ghosh Dastidar and with musk by 
Neeta Sen, tA cast includes, 
Satabdi Roy. Subhendu CAtter- 
jee, Pradip Ghosh. Soma Dey. 
Geeta Dey and deAtante Phlbbi. 









• Mudanda: Radha (Bidhan 
Saiani; 553045)—2.30. 5.30. 8.15; 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road: 271282)-2. 5. 7.45. 

Alok Nath. Beryamia SuUiendu 
Chattetjee. Biplab ChatteijM. and 
newcomer Urmi star in this film, 
directed by Pinakt Choudhury and 
with music by Swapan Chakra- 
boity. 



• Howling II (A): Lighthouse 
(Humayun Place: 291299)— 12, 3, 
6. 8.30. 

• Lover on Hire (A): Jamuna 
(Marquis Street; 243715)—4 
shows. 


Spuci.il Fveiils 


2S February onwards 

Jadavpur University Photo¬ 
graphic Club will hold an exhibition 
of photographs in the North Gal¬ 
lery till February 27. 

• An exhibition of Monish Sen’s 
paintings in the West Gallery till 
February 27. 

• Chhayapath will hold an exhibi¬ 
tion of photographs in the New 
South, South and New galleries till 
March 4. 

• Satyen Haider will hold an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings in the Central 
Gallery till February 28. 

28 February onwards 
Baiun Modak will hold a week- 
long exhibition of paintings in the 
West Gallery. 

• Proscenium will hold a week- 
long exhibition of photgraphs in the 
Noi^ Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284:)U2). 

28 February; 6.30 pm 
A Kathak dance recital by Arjun 
Mishra, organised by Padatik 
Dance Circle. 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AiC Bose Road: 446087). 

1 March: 6.30 pm; 2 March: 6 
pm 

ChandnI’s ninth annual festival of 
classical dance and music features 
Arundhati Roy (Othssi) and Abhyit 
Roy (Kathak) on the 1st; and Naba 
Kumar Sarkar (vocal), Dipak Chak- 
raborty (sitar) and Arundhati Roy 
and Abhyit Roy in an Odissi- 
Kathak jugalbandi. on the 2nd 
At Sisir Manch (AIC Bose Road) 
on 1st; at Gyan Manch (Pretoria 
Street) on 2nd. 

2 March: 6 pm 

Youth Guild and the Cultural 
Department of the USSR Consu¬ 
late present a Mohini Atlam recital 
by Radha Dutta of Kerala Kala- 
layam. 

At Gorky Sadan (Vicloria Ter¬ 
race). 


TRAVEL 


I’Lines 


Non: Ail arrival aiMl da- 


partura timM ara for Cal- 
outfa. nguraa in braokota 
donota ma days, 1 balng 
RRonday. 


Iiilcrn.iridn.il 


Calcutta-Bombay-Loudoa- 
New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt; Dep. (7): Al-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Parls-London: 

Dep. (7); AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Borobay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Atr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5); Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7) A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1); A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Dubai-Caicutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dttbal-Moscow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1, 4): RI-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): Rl-181 at 0830. 
Belgrade-Calcutta-Beljlng: 
Arr. (l):JU-492at0955; Dep. (1): 
JU-492 at 1055. 

Beljing-Calcutta-Belgrade: 

Arr. (1): JU-493at 2325; Dep. (2): 
JU-4M af 0025. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7); 
SQ-413 at 1530: Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 

7): lC-232 at 1640. Arr. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240: Dep. (2, 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3. 6); 
TG-314 at 1355. 

Delbl-Calcutta-Dhaka; Arr. i 
(6): IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
lC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr. 
(6)' IC-844 at 1115: Dep. (6): 
lC-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-Kathmaodu: Dep. (2. 

3. 4. 6. 7): lC-247 at 1740, Dep. 
(1. 5); RA-214at 1650; Arr. (2, 3. 

4, 6. 7): lC-248 at 2055. Air. (1. 

5) : RA-213 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily); 
IC-223 at 1640. BG-092 at 1200, 
Dep. (2. 3): BG-094 at 1730. Dep. 

(1. 4. 5. 6. 7): BG-094 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily); lC-224 at 1840, BG- 
091 at 1115. Arr. (2. 3): BG-093 at 
1645. Ait. (1. 4, 5, 6. 7); BG-093 
at 1745. 

Calcuttn-Chlttagong: Dep. (3, 

6) : lC-225 at 1030, Dep. (2. 5): 
BG-698 at 1245; Arr. (a 6): IC- 
226 at 1250. An. (2, S): 6G-697 at 
1145. 


PrintMf hmv Is ths ngular Indian Alrllnat scha- 
‘dula. Passangera may contact 262548, 262685, 
266869,262417,569433, 569841/2/3/4/5 and 569633 
for asslatanca. 


Calcutta-Puro: Dep. (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Atr. (2. 5): KB-105 at 
1330. 


Ddiiicslic 


Celcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Ai- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Ait. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calctttta: Arr. (1); Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7); Al-1122 at 
0330. 

likUmn AMtmaWSSSSB 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700, lC-763 at 1340 and 
lC-402 at 1710; Arr. (dady); 1C- 
401 at im. lC-764 at 1835 and 
lC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0845 and lC-273 at 1915; 
Arr. (daily): lC-175 at 0755 and 
lC-274 at 1825. 

Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily): 
lC-765 at 1640; Arr. (daily); IC- 
766 at 2140. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-771 at 0705; An. (daily): 
lC-772 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Varanaai-Jalpur: 

Dep. (3. 5); lC-215 at 1610; An. 
(3. 5): IC-216 at 2240. 
Calcutta-Varanasi- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4. 
6); IC-281 at 1700; An. (4, 6): 
IC-2S1 at 2030. 

Calcutta-Ranchl: Dep. (daily): 
IC-205 at 1330; An. (daily): IC- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Pataa-Lucknow: 

Dep. (1. 2, 5. 7): IC-23S at 1400: 
An. (1. 2, 5. 7); IC-236 at 1900. 
Calcutta-Vlshakhapatnam- 
Madras: Dep. (daily): IC-542 at 
0555; An. (daily); 1C-541 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneshwar: Dep. 
(1, 2. 4. 7): lC-269 at 1710; An. 
(1. 2, 4. 7); IC-270 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5. 6): lC-269 at 1710; An. (3, 5. 
6): IC-270 at 1950. 
Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow- 
Ahmedabad-Bombay: Dep. (3, 
6); IC-295 at 1400; An. (3, 6): 
IC-296 at 1855. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1. 
2. 4. 7): IC-277at 1745; An. (1, 2. 
4. 7); lC-278 at 2215. 
C^lcHtta-lmpbal: Dep. (daily); 
lC-257 at 0620; An. (daily): IC- 


258 at 0920. 

Calcntta-Agartala-Sllebar: 

Dep. (2. 4, 6): IC-237 at 0610; 
An. (2, 4, 6); iC-238 at 1030. 
^Icutta-Port Bialr-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1); IC-287 at 0545; 
An. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcotta-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4, 

5) : IC-285 at 0545; An. (2. 4, 6): 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Caicutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at 1100; An. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Catentta-Silchar: Dep. (daily); 
IC-255 at 0600; An. (daily): IC- 
256 at 1030. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-743 at 1300 and IC-741 at 
0945. Dep. (1. 3. 5. 7): IC-243 at 
0610; An. (daily): IC-744 at 1520 
and IC-742 at 1205. An. (1, 3, 5, 

7): IC-244 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Tespur-Jorbat- 
Gnwahati-Caleutta: Deo. (3, 5; 
7): IC-213 at 1130; An. (1 5. 7): 
IC-213 at 1640. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Tespur- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 

6) : IC-213 at 1130; An. (1, 2. 4, 
6): IC-213 at 1620. 
Calcutta-Dlbrugarb: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-201 at 1025; An. (daily): 
lC-202 at 1245. 

Calcutta-Guwabatl-Dlmapur: 

Dep. (daily): IC-219 at 1110; An. 
(dady): lC-220 at 1550. 
Calrattn-Guwahatii Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1320 and IC-703 at 
0605: An. (daily): IC-230 at 1610 
and lC-704 at 0855. 

Calcuttn-Shlllong-Guwahatl' 
SUchar: Dep. (daily); PF-701 at 
0940; An. (dady): PF-7Q2 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Bahar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; An. 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-70Sat0910. 
Calcutta-Guwabatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabari-Oibrngarh: Dep. (1, 
3, 5. 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; An. 
(1, 3, 5, 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Impbal-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PP-727 at 1115; 
An. (2, 4, 6): PF-728at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallashar-Agartala-Calcutta; 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
An. (2, 4, 6X' PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcntta-Jamshedpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; An. (1, 
3, 5); PF-718at0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; An. (1.3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcutta-Alsawl-SIlehar: Dep. 
idady): PF-705 at 1120; An. (d» 
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ly); PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcutta-Rourkeia-Raochl: 
Dcp. (1, 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta-Cuwahati-Lilabaii* 


Ziro-Dapariso: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Ait. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwahati- 

Dibnigarh-Paaalfliat'Along: 


Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1, 3, 5): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur-Patna: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Ait. (2, 4. 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Caleutta-Dbanbad'Gaya- 

Pataa-Dhanbad'Calcnlta: 

Dep. (I, 3, 5): PF-737 at 0600; 
Ait. (1, 3. 5): PF-738 at IlOa 


Trains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

1 Ospaituie SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AirM 

Up 

Time 

Momrmh 

Time 

Dn 

Up 

Time 

1 

1 

Thno 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

3005 

19-20 

Amrilaar Mail 

8-95 

3006 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

8001 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mail via AUahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2361 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
praM via Gaya*Varanasi 

18-00 

2382 

2860 

13-25 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Express 

14-15 

*2859 






8034 

21-25 

Ahmedabsd Expresa 

4-15 

8033 






8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-tS 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

15-00 

Coromondal (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 



press via Patna 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

13-45 

2612 



Dep —Mon Wed Fri 6 Sun 





Dep—Tues 





Arri —Mon Tues Thurs & 





Arn —Sun 





Sat 



8013 

17-30 

Tata StssI Express 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

RaidhanI Express 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-45 

Ssmbalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 



8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 



& Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Pun Express 

5-30 

8008 



Arri—Tues Wed, Thurs 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 



Sal S Sun 



2821 

6-00 

Ohaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

Himglrl (dammu-Tawl) Exp. 

11-10 

2374 

8079 

23 15 

Tirupatl Express 

4-30 

8080 



Tri-Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

14-45 

8046 



Dep —tues , Fri & Sat 





prase 





Am—Tues Wed & Sat 



8017 

16-45 

Purutia Express 

11-30 

8016 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchai (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



Dap—Except Saturday 





praaa 





Am —Except Sunday 





Dep—Mon & Thurs 



2602 

22-35 

Guwahati-Howrsh- 

22-15 

— 



Arri —Thurs & Sun 





Trivandrum Central Express 



3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 

7-20 

3010 



Monday only 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Cenlral-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 



Guwahsti Express 



3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

16-45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Guwshatl Weekly Express 





Mam Line 





(via VIsskhapatnam A 



3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

Mllhila Express 

5-00 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 



Terminus Weekly Express 



3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 



(via Howrah & Viaakha- 



3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Dsnspur Express 

6-35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

4-15 

3026 



Tuperfast Exprass 





Dep —Wednesday 





(via VIsskhapatnam A 





Am —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

6-00 

3072 



Dep—Tues Fri & Sun 





Dep —Tues , Thurs 4 Sal 





Arn—Tues Wed A Fn 





Am—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikstan Express 

15-45 

3016 



Weakly Exprass (via Howrah 



2159 

15-25 

Chsmbal (Owallor) Tri- 

7-30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly SupMsst Express 





Wednesuay only 





Dep—Thurs, Sat 4 



— 

14-10 

Bangalore City-Guwahati 

13-45 

2673 



Am —Tues . Wed 4 Thurs 





Weakly Exprata (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Expresa 

730 

1172 



A Cuttack) 





Dep—Tues 4 Wed 





Monday only 





Am-Sat 4 Sun 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tor- 

22-15 

— 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



mlnua Waakly Expreas (via 





Bl weekly Express 





Howrah) 





Dep 4 Arr —Mon 4 Fri 





Thursday only 








_ 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tormlnua- 

13-45 

2609 



ScsMaft 





Patna Waakly Expraaa (via 



3143 

19-00 

Darjeeling MaH 

6-45 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

Oour Express 

6-15 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

Jammu Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

ENQUIAIC8: For round tho clock Information of Eaatam f 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

12-50 

3134 

Railway trains. 

please dial 203949-84 for In-cominfl trains; i 



SBC Loop 



203535-44 for 

all ethor Informatlona. For 

iffiformation f 

3103 

18-20 

BhsgirathI (Lalgola) Exprass 

10-25 

3104 

about raaarvatlons on Eastern and South Eastern Aallwaya i 

5185 

12-40 

Chhaprs Express Bi-Weekly 

4-30 

5186 

trains. 

dial 203600 (from 9 am to 9 pm on waakdays and 9 



Dep 4 Am —Wed 4 Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundays and gasatted bolMaya). 





tsiti 


WAY TO QOT WMch wUm btaM a Mi DM raaehaa potni X. 
akova? la It nunibar 1. a, 3, or 4T WoH M you dactda. 


• SUM FUNI I doublad my ago, aubtracted ab, and 
multiplied by one and ona-balt From the raauH, I 
subtracted an amount lour more than my age, and 
presto, that left my age How oU am 17 umum un i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




iHil 

■■■■I 


paS 




SQUARE DEAL IN CIRCUSI 
The Intricate geometric Hgure 
above contains some 27 squares ot 
various suss and 13 small num 
bered circles Six ot these circles 
whan HHed In or checked with a 
pencil wlK eMher occupy at least 
one comer or inierrupt at least one 
border ct each ol these squares 
You are asked w Nnd six such 
circles 

One posalbe answer is given 
below You may Nnd another 
Remember the xlea Is to find six 
circles that wiH aftect the llgures 
squares as described 

•oufiful 

«i tt op WM ci ^ ei oi > g i MpjQ 


KEY WOROI A theme that 
many men have echoed 
through the ages wee 
given aapmaalon thusly by 
Albert Elnatein, 'Every¬ 
thing that Is great and In¬ 
spiring la created by the 
Individual wrho can labour 


Letters of the missing 
six-letter words are shown 
scrambled below 
What Is that key word? 

U»0pM4 » lUOlIh «I4X 


m 




FUNSPOT 



BIO STUFFI Many shiffsd animals are small and cuddly, but aoms 
are bigger than paopla Code 1—Red 2—LI Mus »-Yollaw 4—LL 
browa B—Flesh tones S—Lt grsen 7—Ok brown S—Orange 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE le points for usme all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

VELOCITY 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thors are el Meal six dMm- 
ancaa In drawing doials belwee n tap and bottom ponsla How 
quiddy can you find them? Check ena we is w4h those below 

au u tr u regaiisa e a "m»*i 

so(« y aupsiuiejsiies t psMXHeuinr < aupsiuiesiodesu i ssauarawa 


TNEN score 2 petals each for all 
words of lour letters or more 
found emong the leltars 

Try Is score at least SO petals, 
ilpi SMI smOsiii i w prc u 

































RIES 

Mwc«i 21—April 20 

The week signifies 
Journeys end coi- 
laboratlons, visits to clinics snd 
hospitals, time for Introspection 
arxl revaluation, stock-taldng 
and assessment Secret ties, 
rendezvous and vtslts ‘are llke- 
^ The name of the game is 
expansion. Investment, transac¬ 
tions and trading, say,on March 
1 and 2 Your health remains 
suspect Renovation and de¬ 
coration, children and hobbies, 
give a safety-valve to 

your confUcla and taivMons 

AURUS 

April 21—May 20 
A Wish fulfilment, a 
Job well done ro¬ 
mance, socialising, business 
deals and transactions are the 
salient features of the week 
Romance will be terrific and ex- 
Exoeilent prospects of 
ng a major deal Travel 
piaasurs and profit No- 
sartous aa far as health Is 
concerned Make your home 
oomtortabla as well as beautiful 






^ EMINI 

■r Mcy 21-Jun* 20 
^ Hard work, buying/ 

1 _ selling, journeys, 

negotiations, setUements, prop¬ 
erty, legacy, funds and joint- 
finance, Insurance and mortgage 
are well signified Work first, play 
afterwards Communications 
and visits are emphasised Reg¬ 
ular habits ensure good health 
Accidents are, however, not im¬ 
possible Home and children will 
give plenty of excitement 

ANCER 

JufW 21—July 20 
Creativity, journey, 
_ publicity, nxmey and 
are assured Be bold 
Your heart wIR hum and thrum 
Health win remain fine A house 
move and joy through kids, pas- 
fime and games are also signi¬ 
fied Travel is likely 

towards the middle ol the week 
There may be an addition to the 
family soon Renovation de 
coration alteration and refur¬ 
bishing are highlighted 


c 


EO 

July 21—August 21 

Deals and Invest¬ 
ments, a home away 
ftom home, change of oflioe, 
taking over of Industry/factory, 
loans and funds, intimacies In 
personal relatlonahipe are the 
main trends of the week YouwNl 
have to undertake a journey 
Your health, on the whole, re¬ 
mains fine Home and children 
wtt bring joy and happlnesa 




IRGO 

August 22-8ept 22 

An official engage¬ 
ment, marriage, busi¬ 
ness connections and ties de¬ 
spite oppositions and catx:ella- 
tlons, and a journey with a possi¬ 
ble stop-over are likely Links 
and trading, commission and 
agency are also signified Extra 
health precautions are neces¬ 
sary Travel Is probable You will 
axcel In the affairs of home and 
chlldran 



IBRA 

Sspt 23—Oc( 22 

Job opportunities 
new openings in pro¬ 
fessions and business, rela¬ 
tionship with subordinates and 
colleagues of extreme import¬ 
ance are the main trends of the 
week Be amiable and savvy 
Love and work will make you 
travel Expect visitors to drop In 
There will not be any appreci¬ 
able change In the affairs of 
home and children 




CORPIO 

CM 23-Moy 22 
Matters move youi 
way In romance, sp» 
culatlon, children and dellv^ 
entertainment and the arts Ro¬ 
mance flourishes Flnancei 
multiply thanks to new openingt 
and pW contacts Travel fa 
leisure, pleasure and gains 
Health shows a marked Improve 
ment Home and children art 
pleasantly highlighted 

AGiTTARIUS 

Nov ^3—Dec 20 

This week the acceni 
Is on property, be H 
house, office, real estate. Indust¬ 
rial site, warehouse or vehi¬ 
cles Monetary transactions are 
certain Romance takes a back¬ 
seat Finance Is the most Impor¬ 
tant pointer now A major move 
or shift or transfer is in the offing 
Home and children deserve anc 
demand your attention 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan IS 
Contracts, assign¬ 
ments, communica¬ 
tions journeys meetings and 
conferences are on the cards 
You will have your share of 
romance Splendid opportunities 
and good nows to Increase your 
finances Travel proves liicky 
You Will be energetic and bubbl¬ 
ing with activity Home and chil¬ 
dren give tremendous satisfac¬ 
tion 

QUARIUS 

iM Jan 20-Fsb IS 

Both romance and fl- 

_ nance. In just the right 

measure, lie In store for you A 
family get-together is predlded 
There will be enough romantic 
activities to keep you happy 
Traders, manufacturers, distribu¬ 
tors and agents will be in their 
element Be careful of your 
health towards the mid-week 
News, views messages, 
buying and selling will compel 
you to undertake a journey Be 
ready for heavy expanses and 
shopping 

ISCES 

Fat) IS-Mareh 20 

Do not neglect the 
_ personal and emo¬ 
tional sides of your Rfs now 
Religious Impulses and pyst^ 
doors will open out It Is Just the 
right time for romance Seize the 
chances to augment Income and 
build resoOrcas Health prob- 
larra will not Impede your prog¬ 
ress Visits and meetings are 
fbrslold You will find plenty of 
saUsfaotion and security In the 
affairs of home and chUdren 
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VDU 6A\II/ THE TEST 
IZE6UL.TS, H6-MAM ' 
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Ji‘ «r •, 


IF evil lyn Doea have 

CZm&Efi we' LL HAVE TO 
MOUHT AN ATTACIf ON 
SNAKE /VIOUNTAIM AMD GET 
HIM BACK' 









NO I DON'T TWIKIK EVIL LYN'G 
HipiNs ceiNOEis WITH skeleton 

5MB KNOWS THAT'P BE THE 
FieST PLACE WE'D LOOK' 
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avaybe theee's 

ANOTHER WAY TO 
FINP CIZIMSER IF 
I COULD CONTACT 
TUB SOECEFESS ' . 
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fwpH' you'EE suddenly in 

A HUEEY DID YOU HSUEE 

-, our HOW wE'iee 

VES' I JUST \60NNA FIND 

REMEMBERED SOMEONE"-"-- CeiNGER' 

ELSE WHO MIGHT HELP __cr 

US THERE'5 MORE Jj ST// > 
THAN ONE HaZO Jd 
IN ETEENIA \ 





















How can you blame the former Bihar chief minister, Abdul Ghafoor, for 


finally losing his shirt and resigning from the Congress(I)? After all, how 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingenaes you can easily 
prepare for With Meddaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits Including cover tor hospitansahon 
at home under speaal circumstances F=or 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India's Meddaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so littJe' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10500 

3100 

250 

17 600 

— 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

37 750 

5250 

840* 

52 750 

7400 

1300* 

82 500 

11500 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Acadent cover 
available on payment of additxxial premium 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That’s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera. 
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Snifjfier Cameras 


*mffKrimS 


Marketed by A6FA-QEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 




















Below Zlero 
Mark 

‘Fay Mow Fly Later* Oami- 
vy 28) wu ■ tiiMiy eX' 
p(M on the bi&n Akfines. 
Aerophuies earlier ^peit 
the beteat and moat hnni- 
(ioitt way of travel^ To¬ 
day, it ody means wasti^ 
of hours and houra, wahmg 
at the afarortSito say the 
least 

The reputation of the 
Indian Amines has sunk 
below the sero mark, pard- 
culariy among the fore¬ 
igners who are regular pas- 
safigers here. 
Haraknishiu Mahanta, 
Bokaro (Bihar) 

■ While cominring the 
salaries of pilots in the Indi¬ 
an Airlines vis-a-vis the air¬ 
lines in the Gulf countries, I 
had stated to your cones- 
pon^t “Even if Indian 
Airlines cfocides to pay its 
pilots Rs 15,000 per 
month, still it is for less m 
comparison, as one can get 
at least six times that 
amount in Gulf countries. 

It may be clarified that 
lA being a public sector 
organisation under Central 
Government control, it has 
to act within the giddebius 
of the Bureau of Public 
Sector Enterprise (BPE) 
and cannot have any in¬ 
crease m wages, without 
the sanction m the minis¬ 
try. Today, a senkH-in 
the Indian Airlines, with 25 
years of experience, is paid 
about Rs 10,000 per 
month, with no other per¬ 
quisite, and after deduction 
of income tax and provident 
fond, etc. has a cany-home 
salary of about Rs 6,000. 

I would apfxedate it if 
this is pubfish^ to correct 
my rosundmstanding. 
OilM. 8X. Bifctai, 

MAe. $.1. Indiai AirlineiS 
(Retd), 

Calcutta 

■ The biggest ptoUem 
with tw paasengers is diat 
.we do nbi shout when we 
qaedfo- Everydung has a 
limR and ttnieas we declare 


wtf agldnst the hiian Aj^ 
ihws, we are ht for a lot 
more hacasaiiient 

Pmfeal Gntaf 

Guwahati 

■ Your article waa an eye- 
opener. But I an sure the 
Ind^ Airlines staff; Idee 
bank and postal employees, 
could not care less. There 
shoidd be pivatisation of 
suA services and some 
competitioii. 

Jayaat Sbetb, 

B<Aaro Steel City 

a Admittedly, no modem 
society can awive without 
an efficient air travel ser¬ 
vice. It is a matter of dis- 
mce that conditions in the 
Indian Airlines have come 


the new, djmaaac miKrnra 
minister took hninetfiate 
steps to remedy the akua- 
tioa 

G. Basa, 

(Calcutta 

Behind the 
Tricks 

The Rainbow feature, 
‘Jokes Apart’ 0anuary 28) 
gave us a glimpse into the 
fosdnating woM of drois 
people and life behind the 
downing and tricks. 

These people should be 
helped economiaiUy so that 
Itfe becomes happier for 
those who never foil to add 
smiles to our lives. 

VIvek AgarwnI, 

Calcutta 


TheT^raj^ 



Life under the BIf Top 

to sudi a pass that we need 
to hang our heads in 
shame. 

But what dxxit the rail¬ 
ways.’’ We are sick and 
tM of hearing about the 
delayed anivds of trains, 
often by several hours. 
The rahways serve the 
common man and cause 
tmtold aufiering to the 
teeming mUliona. It is fone 


■ We hanker after cheap 
films and paperbacks to 
spend our leisure tune, but 
‘jokes Apart' reminded us 
that the mtertainers from 
the circus have been ghmig 
us joy smee ages. It is 
surprising that we do not 
show imidi enthusiasm in 
going to the dreos. 
KouaUk Roy» 

Bongaon (W.B.) 


4 MARCH 1990 


Ita sch^ 


time. And tiiqefoiPiBe 
pressure tamirant on both the 
childrel^ma their parents. A 
report 
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■ It IS a difrerent world 
at Monterey Bay which is 
inhabited by strange sea 
creatures 






m WW The month-long 
ballooning expedition ended in 
Calcutta recently A 
photofeature on the colourful 
sport and magnificent mission 
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I mw For our senes on 
temples in Pakistan, we visit 
Amb 
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The day St Xavter’s put up its admssion 2 
Mat /or dasa I. Mr Agarwal Uirew a really !■ i' 
big party, even bigger than the one hie f 



An Ideal world where teacben leave the Mda alone 


gave when he won a mmor buamess 
contract in the Mice stiff competitiott last 
year. For, m that bst was his Mve-and-a- 
half-year-iold son’s name. Mr Agarwal 
knew he could now relax for at least the 
next JO years. Even ff his son turned out 
to be just an average student, he still 
would have the Xavier’s tag to M back on 
No one had sent him to such a good 
achooL But after today, that wasn’t gomg 
to rankle so much. He could now bask m 
the reffected sdory of Joe soa 

A lnwst before you can start thinking 
of admitting a child into this world, it 
IS tune to worry about getting turn 
admitted to a good school 
Every year, the pangs of school admis¬ 
sion get more acute The nsuig aspu'abons 
of a fast-expanduig middle class, combined 
with cut-throat competition in the job 
market, are turning school admissions mto 
a virtual winner-t^es-ali business 
But, unfortunately, even as the rush for 
admissions becomes chaotic—with pa¬ 
rents waiting overnight in unending 
queues—the capaaty of the better schools 
remains relatively inflexible and falls far 
short of the demand. For parents who 
cannot hope to get m theu* children 
through ‘connections' or quotas, the sus¬ 
pense IS unbearable 
Small wonder then that even before a 
child IS bom, the to-be parents sit down to 
calculate If it (sex still undetermined) 
comes ui so-and-so month, it will be two 
months too young for so-and-so session, 
but if It has to wait for the next session, it 
will lose so many months 

At two, even before the child has 
learned to walk straight with confidence he 
IS sent to a nursery school This is a vital 
time for hun, for he enters a new phase of 
development when he begins to try and 
put together all the random and seenungly 
unconnected impressions he has gathered 
so far If the child is not handled with care 
and understandmg at this sUge, it could 
lead to problems when he grows a little 
older A good nursery school, on the other 
hand, ct^d help him develop naturally 
without putting any pressure on him 
Sadly, though, as admission to an ebte 
high school becomes the be-all and end-atl, 
the child’s need for a proper nursery 
school IS being either forgotten or ignored 
Most parents would ratiter put then child 
m a preparatory-nursery school which can 
assure him entrance to the primary section 
of one of the top-notch schools two or 
three years later, 

Taktng advantage of this situation, more 
and more nursery schools are mushroom¬ 
ing all over the city, thar growth unham¬ 
pered by any kmd of regulation or control 


Almost every residential area in the city 
now has one or more such schools "All 
that IS needed to set up a nursery school is 
registration under the Societies Act,” 
according to Ms Grace Pinna, principal of 
Mungrace a leadmg Montesson house in 
the city 

Of the 300 or more nursery schools m 
Calcutta—most of which have come up in 
the last few years—only 27 are recognised 


It is once again time for 
school admissions. For 
parent and ddd alike, it is 
agony. For some 
unscrupulous nursery 
schools, on the other 
hand, this is the season 
they l(X)k forward to most. 
Monimoy Dasgupta 

takes a close _ 

look at the chaotic and 
nerveraddbg business of 
gettii^ into a good schy)l, 
Md the parasites who 
off it 


as ‘Montesson houses of children’ by the 
Indian chapter of Oie Association Montes- 
sori International (AMI) 
Several of the nursery schools are run by 
enterpnsing housewives in their drawing 
rooms which they convert into classrooms 
between 9 am and noon Though many of 
these schools advertise themselves as 
Montesson houses and do indeed adopt 
some of the Montesson methods, they 
come nowhere near fulfilling the norms laid 
down by the AMI 

'There is a third category of nursery 
schools teaching shops run by a breed of 
touts, who claim they can get any child 
into a good school These unscrupulous 
elements—most of whom run their rack 
ets out of dingy little rooms in and around 
Park Street—convince the parents that 
their child should be of at least class 11 
standard by the time he appears for the 
kuidergarten or class 1 entrance test 
Thus, what should ideally be spread over 
five or six years is compressed and 
mercilessly crammed into the child in the 
space of just three years, regardless of 
whether he is physically and mentally 
capable of bearing such a huge burden For 
teaching extra, these shops extract double 
the fees charged by other nursery schools 
At the end of three harrowing years the 
touts move ui for their final kill They 
make an offer many parents find difficult to 
resist Guaranteed admission to one of the 
ebte schools The pnce Anything be¬ 
tween Rs 25,0(X) and Rs 50,000 

’The sellout of the admission system is 
complete from the word go And for what? 
A wasted childhood’ WiA mornings spent 
in a claustroi^iobic room, afternoons and 






evenings taken up doing homework which 
make no sense at all, eventually dropping 
off to sleep with the entrance tests hang¬ 
ing over the head like a Damocles’ Sword? 

Things are not as bad for the girls. Says 
the prmapal of one of Calcutta’s better 
girls’ schoofs, “The pressure for admis¬ 
sion is much less. I don’t know the exact 
reason for this. But I guess there are 
more good schools for girls than for boys 
and more important, parents in general 
don’t seem as desperate about getting 
their daughters in. h a m^onty of Indian 
families, the son still comes &st where 
career is concerned. As a result the admis¬ 
sion process for girls is much cleaner.’’ 



i am surprised when a child 
who can spell cupboard 
cannot join two simple 
things. I am at a loss to 
understand how to evaluate 
this: iohn Mason 


The ptinc4>al of La Martiniere for Boys, 
Mr Donald AUney, is extremely critical of 
these teaching shops. “We don’t even ex¬ 
pect the child to spell cat. But a lot of 
children have already been introduced to 
six-letter words by the time they come to 
us. All this IS throu^ mechanical teaching 
and after talking to the kid for a while we 
can make out that his base is very weak,’’ 
says Mr AUney. "I’U give you an example. 
During our interview last year, this boy 
waUced in and wished us good morning 
when it was actuaUy 3 pm. I smiled, realis¬ 
ing it was not his fault The teacher who 
had prepared him for the interview had 
mechanically taught him to say good morn¬ 
ing as soon as he walked in without realis¬ 
ing the chiM’s turn could come in the after- 
noott" 

Says Mr John Mason, who has turned St 
James’ Sdwol into a model institution, “I 
am surprised when a child, who can speU 


cupboard, cannot join two simple things. I 
am at a loss to understand how to evaluate 
tWs.” 

A system that overburdens even three 
and four-year-olds with studies at the cost 
of their play time is not only cruel but also 
very harmful. Dr R. Basu, a leadingl 
psychiatrist and director of the West Ben¬ 
gal government's child guidance cell, cited 
the case of a four-year-old girl who had lost' 
her sight. An ophthalmologist had referred 
her to him when he found nothing patholo- 
gicaUy wrong with her. "On ai^sis I 
found it was the pressure of a preparatory 
school and the fear of the rod that had led 
the child to develop hysterical blin^ss. I 
decided to counsel the parents ins'tead of 
the ^1 and got them to withdraw all im¬ 
positions. Soon after this was done, the 
child became normal again,” says Dr Basu. 

Says Ms Nandini Chaudhuri, principal of 
Miranda Hall, another leading Montessori 
school; “A lot of these preparatory schools 
train the children artificially. A child may’ 
get through the entrance interview, but 
there is bound to be a collapse later.” 

According to Ms Uma Ahmad, a found¬ 
er-member of Teacher’s Centre, restric¬ 
tions on a child’s natural gross motor 
movements could lead to stammering, 
bedwetting and other problems. "If you 
confine a child’s hand and force her to write 
the way we do, which is a fine motor 
movement, it could even weaken herwrist’.’ 

And yet, the same teaching shops which 
perpetrate these crimes not only survive 
but even manage to do booming business, 
earning anything up to an estimated Rs 
30,000 a month (unofficially, of course). 

H ow do tnese touts operate? According 
to the principal of a leading hi^ 
school, “About 50 per cent of this racket is 
basically gambling. For instance, the 
teaching shop owner tells the parents that 
a seat m class I will cost him Rs 40,000. 
The amount has to be paid in advance and 
in case the child fails, tiiere is a money- 
back guarantee. After taking the money he 
sits back and does nothing. Meanwhile, the 
child sits for his entrance examination. He 
gets in purely on his own merit, but the 
tout tells his parents it was his sources 
who managed his admission. He retains 
the money. In case the child fails, the 
money is refunded. 'This way he also builds 
up his credibility. The problem is that no 
parent is going to come forward and con¬ 
fess because he knows it would invite an 
inquiry and if necessary, action would have 
to be taken. As a principal, I am fully aware 
that the touts are exploiting the reputation 
of my school, but I am helpless.” 

Father C. Bouche. headmaster of St 
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r Xavier’s School, admits that such things do 
[ hai^ien. “There is a chap who came to me 
I last year and confessed that he makes Rs 2 
lakhs on me every year, at Rs 20,000 per 
student. He chooses his stu^nts on ment 
and does it so weD that at least 10 get 
admission.’' 

But there are some who accuse the 
school managen^nts of operating hand-m 
glove with the admission touts Mr Jamil 
Akhtar Parvez, convenor of the public rela¬ 
tions cell of the Association of Anglo-Indian 
Schools in West Bengal, does not nunce 
words' “Admission througji the back door 
IS not possible without the consent of the 
prmcqial What else can it be when a boy 
who IS not even fit for class UI joins class V 
at the fag end of the session, as has hap¬ 
pened m one case^ The principal gave his 
concurrence out of a selfish motive 

“Do you admit the boy or the parents^’’ 
Iw asks sarcastically 'These days school 
managements msist on interviewing the 
parents just to find out how much they can 
extract from them ’’ 

The headmaster of a wellknown school 
dismisses these allegations and says 
“There are some good parents who give us 
donations on theff own But we channelise 
the money for the benefit of the children 
For instance, some parents and ex¬ 
students got together and gave us money 
for a computer lab It is the students who 
are ultimately gainmg from this noble ges¬ 
ture ’’ 

What does happen sometimes, accord¬ 
ing to a number of prmapals, is that dona¬ 
tions are collected in their names without 
their knowledge Once, a group of women 
dressed as Loreto nuns went around the 
aty collecting donations The Mother Su¬ 
perior of the school came to know of it 
much later and issued a statement ui the 
papers warning the parents against the 
imposters But, by then, most of the dam¬ 
age had already b^ dme 

At least two .wellknown principals ack¬ 
nowledged the fact that a section of the 
sctraol staff may be mvolved in the admis¬ 
sion racket One of them even narrated a 
case where one of the office peons, who 
used to deliver the school’s admission 
letters, would first approach the parents 
and claim he could get their chJd (who had 
already been selected) admitted for a 
consideration Two or three days later he 
would debver the letter and take the credit 
for the child’s admission His activities 
were subsequently brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the school authonties, who then 
decided to put up the names of the 
successful applicants on the notice board 
for all to see 

The other pnnapal suspects a strong 
nexus between the touts and the office 
clerks, who tip them off about vacancies 
The touts m turn ask the parents to apply 
They make a neat packet by passing on 


inside information to the parents 

It IS not only the clerks and peons with 
whom these touts have esublished links 
Ther tentacles reach much furth¬ 
er, touching even senior teachers with 
influence over selections, it is said 
Although Father Bouche rules out the 
mvolvement of his staff in getting children 
admitted out of turn, allegations that a 
preparatory home on Park Street guaran¬ 
tees admission to St Xavier's for a fat sum 
persist 

The owner of Childcraft, Mr Paul Roy, 
was with St Xavier’s for 31 years before 
he decided to strike out on his own 
According to Father Bouche, Mr Roy 



resigned because he wanted to start a 
school "He was uiterested in teaching ” If 
that was his only uiterest, couldn’t he have 
taught at St Xavier’s’ "How could he’” 
replied the Father "He is not even a 
matriculate " 

Mr Roy initially refused to talk, but 
eventually, when he did, he said, “These 
allegations are all false People are jealous 
of me because 1 know the tricks of the 
trade " And what exactly were these 
tricks’ "I don’t mean donations and such 
things 1 know exactly how to teach him so 
that he does well ui the entrance examma- 
tion I have exclusively created this sys¬ 
tem of teachmg I take m a student when 
he IS two-and-a-half years old In the four 
years that he is in my school, 1 teach him 
right up to the bnm so that when he goes 
for admission to class 1, he is ready for 
class 11 and in some exceptional cases, 
class HI I charge them only Rs 2U0 per 
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month, which I suppose any other prepa¬ 
ratory school does too, but I teach them in 
one week what the others take one month 
to complete ” 

The children at Mr Roy’s school sit for a 
term examination every three months 
Besides, there is a weekly report card 
which covers four subjects—English, 
mathematics, Indian language (all oral as 
well as wntten) and general knowledge 
He bebeves in giving regular homework as 
It helps ui the child's character building "It 
IS because of the academic discipime I 
maintaui that my boys get into St T^vier's 
and not because my wife is a teacher there 
or because I know the Fathers very well ” 
My Roy claims he does not earn more than 
Rs 4,KK) from the school and other 
sources put together Nevertheless, he 
has managed to buy three flats in the Park 
Street area 

Near Middleton Street, not very far 

What’* in •tore for this child? 


I from Childcraft, is a similar school Here, a 
I whole lot of small children and their 
mothers wait patiently to be called into a 
small room by "auntie," who happens to be 
a teacher in the primary school of St 
Xavier’s She is reputed to enjoy "a close 
rapport" with the powers-that-be in the 
school; hence, the rush to jom her school 

There are many others. A former priest 
of a reputed school runs a preparatory 
school with his wife (who was a teacher in 
the same school) further south of Park 
Street He is widely bebeved to have 
maintamed links with the school, and as a 
result attracts a steady flow of children. 
Although the principal of the school in 
question denied any association with the 
pnest-tumed-entrepreneur, his track re¬ 
cord in gettmg his pupils into the high 
school IS said to be quite enviable. 

Not everyone, though, in this admis- 




Ouring our iiitarvieMfs last 
year, this boy walkeii in and 
wished us good morning 
when it was actually 3 pm. 1 
smiled raatising th^ it was 
not his fault. T1» teacher 
who had prepared him for 
the Interview had 
mechanicaiiy taught him to 


sion-selbng busmess can mamtain a consis¬ 
tently high strike rate. Parents allege that 
a teaching shop owner on Elliot Road has 
on several occasions failed to deliver on his 
promise to get their child into arguably the 
best school in that particular locality de¬ 
spite pobtical connections and influence 
with the para dadas. "He doesn’t return 
the money and we can’t ask him to either 
since there is no proof. We have realised 
he IS basically a small-time thug," says a 
hiistrated and short-changed parent. 

"When I was a kid, going to Paric Street 
meant going to Flury’s for pastries or to 
India Hobby Centre to add to my collection 
ot toys. But it is a nightmare for my 
broth^s four-year-old son who visits a 
teaching shop tl»re to team maths and 
English," says Rryesh Kapoor, a system 
analyst 

I t is not as if there are no good nursery 
schools in the dty. Most of these better 
schools follow the system that Maria Mon- 
tessori introduced way back in 1907. 
Here, the child is allowed to develop on his 
own. The emphasis is on play and the use 
of the duld’a natui^ senses not cm the 

written word or teaining by rote. Says Ms 
Grace Fiona, "We do not force the chad to 
2 read or write or do arithmetic. It comes 




naturally with the he^ of the apparatus we fr 
give hna He is given fireedom cf| 
choice and movement and we see to it that I 
he does not get bored even for a mo-0 
ment" Ms Nandini Chaudhuri believes the c 
child’s interest must be developed without | 
any kind of coercion. “He gets grrat satis-1 
faction if he can compete something aD by 
himsell" 

But in si^e of all this, the situation 
contmues to get worse every day. What is 
happening is that the teacMng shops are 
gradually taking over the system, leaving 
g(^ nursery schools in a minuscule 
minority, a (^ssic example of the bad 
chasing out the good. 

There is, of course, still a demand for 
good Montessori schools among the more 
enlightened parents, but due to the 
fact that these are much more difGcult to 
set up compared to the one-room, one- 
teacher, equipment-less schools, not 
enough new ones have come up recently. 
As a result, the pressure on the weO- 
known Montesson houses is tremendous, 
and parents who would otherwise have 
liked to put theu- children into one such 
school often have to settle for second- 
best; the drawing-room schools run by 
housewives. 

The proximity of the school is also an 
inqwrtant factor, specially for those with¬ 
out tranapo<t: rather than drag the child by 
a public bus during rush hour, most pa¬ 
rents prefer the Mendly nei^ibourhood 
school 

Even parents who send their child to the 
notorious teaching shops try to justify 
their action. “What are we to do? On the 
one hand, you have the West Bengal gov¬ 
ernment’s policy of not encouragmg En¬ 
glish medium schools. So you have very 
few really good high schools in Calcutta. 

On the other, it is difficult to find a decent 
job unless you’ve been to a good Ei^lish 
medium school. It’s no use being idealistic. 
You have to think of the child’s feture, too. 

If you don’t push him now, he’ll lag behind 
for the rest of his life. He may not like it. ’’ 

But the fact is that for many parents, it 
has beonne a status symbol to have their 
child in an elite school and they are willing 
to push him to the limit to fulfil theu* 
ambitioa 

In recent years, a new trend has be¬ 
come noticeable. Both Ms Pinna and Ms 
Chaudhuri said some of their school chil¬ 
dren also went for private tuition in the 
evenings to prepare themselves for the 
admission tests. “This shows on the child. 

He is sleepy and lethargic when he comes 
to school in the morning. But we can’t ask 
the parents to stop tuitions because then 
theyH ask us for a gua^tee that what we 
are teaching the cMd is enough for him to 
find a {dace in a good school Getting 
aAnission depends on so many fectors 
other than our method of teaching. So how 



Grace Pinna (right) with school children: Growing naturally 


can we promise anything?” said Ms 
Chaudhuri 

The parents are obviously out to hedge 
their bets. Some who start off with the 
best of intentions and put their child m a 
Montessori school later get unnerved by 
the admission stampede and send him for 
tuitions as well But the really guilty ones 
are those who deade to send theu' chil¬ 
dren to both kinds of school right from the 
beginning so that he can handle the stan¬ 
dard written test as well as stand up to a 
more intelligent and probmg interview. 



F or the child, it is clearly a no-win situa- 
tioa Is there no way out? Says the 
principal of a leading hi^ school, “We 
don’t enjoy doing what we do. It’s very 
difficult to judge a duld in the span of a few 
minutes. What it eventually boils down to 
is an elimination process and I agree it can 
be quite unfair. But we can’t take m every¬ 
body." 

According to Ms Vandana Kanona of 
Kislaya Montesson House, “Most secon¬ 
dary schools are reahsmg the harm such 
coaching classes are doing. They're think¬ 
ing of changing the format of ffieir entr¬ 
ance interviews. ” Says Ms Chaudhun, “A 
number of schools have started scrapping 
wntten admission tests because of the 
adverse effect they have on the child.” 

What IS the alternative? The prinapal of 
Loreto, Sealdah, Sister Cyril, who tos 
gained recognition for her iimovative 
teaching methods, has made a beginning. 
After taking in children on the Catholic, 
alumni and staff quotas, she hcrfds a lottery 
for the remaining children in the presence 
of the parents. 

Too frivolous for a business as serious 
as this? But, even otherwise, isn’t it ail a 
game of chance where the throw of the 
dice on that vital admission day can make 
or mar a child’s future? ■ 





WOMAN SMART, MAN SUABTER 


E volution, alas, has out- 
Darwined Darwin 
Conus homo has now 
almost totally evolved to homo 
porcine, and chauvinistic to 
boot Quiz-wiz Siddharth Basu 
will soon be asking " one 
word for soaety^", and pat will 


An MCP started 
the women's lib 
movement 



come the answer, “Piggery” 
Five full points, and the quiz¬ 
master’s decision is final 
Women (God bless them') 
are, thankfully, female and 
possess the un-male charac¬ 
teristic of subtlety This has 
reduced the scope and ne¬ 
cessity of outright bloodshed, 
and uicreased effectiveness so 
much so that, if the hegemony 
of male dommance is not total 
ly broken, it is at least shaken 
Piety’s ruling party is now 
indeed the reeling party 
The pig motif, dominant for 
so long in society, has 
assumed such proportions as 
to justify parents grabbing chil¬ 
dren from the general circula¬ 
tion and shutting their doors to 
the porcine uifluence Yes, the 
story of relations between the 
male and the female of our 
species IS indeed a long, prot¬ 
racted pig-tale 
But, the moment women 
decided to step out of their 
stys—or IS it stays’—with the 
intention of bringing home the 
bacon mstead of merely cook- 
mg It, the arena of war shifted 


to the breakfast table, and men 
began fighting a losing battle 
on an empty stomach What 
ordinary mortal could be ex¬ 
pected to effectively counter a 
food-for-housework scheme 
introduced by the nouveau- 
emancipator wife at the break¬ 
fast table’ Especially when a 
sinking feeling is predominant 
in the pit of the stomach after a 
night of strenuous sleep’ And 
does anyone ever wonder who 
the victor will be m 

this war’ If women could have, 
with all their misconceived 
fraility, outlived devastating 
dinosaurs and pernicious pter¬ 
odactyls, what are mere men’ 
Yet, some men are such 
hams' They never learn De¬ 
spite convincuig evidence on 
the contrary from sociologists, 
psychologists, journalists, 
humanists, communists, and 
even pobcemen, they continue 
to be deluded by the idea— 
which is helped along by doting 
parents—that they are the last 
word in culinary expertise So 
they think nothing of servuig 
up wives sauted, grilled, or 


roasted at a moment's nobce 
And they expect to be booked 
and paid in advance for not 
making a hash of things Every 
marriage pushes up the price 
of Bumol, and worried fathers 
have stopped considering 
suitors save those residing 
within a 2U-meter radius of a 
fire station 

From time immemorial the 
women who have taken all 
social ills lying down are the 
prostitutes One business rule 
has remained constant 
throughout, ‘The customer al¬ 
ways comes first” This same 
axiom has filtered into house¬ 
holds too, and it is only now 
that the statement is being 
investigated The quesbon is, 
do men always come first’ 
Only problem is, some women 
have decided that the only way 
to tackle this problem is to 
stand up—and take the ques¬ 
tion to the streets, going pub- 
bc through banners and louds¬ 
peakers There’s no gain¬ 
saying the fact that women 
make the best wives, but acti¬ 
vities such as these suggest 
(note suggest) that the weak¬ 
ness of the weaker sex is 
mostly confined in and around 
the cranium Why else should 
they allow theu" own fenun 
ity—which IS at once their best 
defence and battleground to 
take on men—to be turned 
against them’ 

What most people do not 



From time 
immemorial the 
women wtio have 
taken all social ills 
lying down are the 
prostitutes. One 
business rule has 
remained constant 
throughout, 7110 
customer always 
comes fhif 



know IS that the women’s L 
movement was started by 
man who was an MCP to ei 
aU MCPs. The idea was 
manoeuvre women out of the 
home ground into a battlefiei 
programmed to favour onl 
males, and oh boy (or girl) di 
it succeed' Women becam 
allergic to elastic when th 
very basis of their nature wt 
elasticity, they demands 
rights when they had pr 
vileges, they wanted pavi 
ments when they could hav 
pedestals, they wanted to pei 
ceive what they could not coi 
ceive the Empress wanted t 
‘‘equal” her subjects 

So they sought to equ; 
every Superman with a Wor 
der Woman If women are sb 
burning at the stake, Joan < 
Arc cannot be a happy choic 
as a role model of women 
‘emiancipation’ Nana-s, Lolit. 
s, Sarah Woodruff s and Run; 
s still take the cake, have 
and eat it too Their effective 
ness IS because, not ui spit 
of, their feminity 

Consider the practical res 
tnctions that women face i 
maletemtory One can‘man’ 
desk, but cannot ‘woman’ il 
One can ‘manage somethuif 
never ‘woman age it One ca 
plan ‘man‘power and fully uti 
ise man’hours Plan womar 
power and fully utibs 
‘woman’hours, and you hav 
abolished the dressing table 
Equably demands the abobtio 
of Ladies Rooms, modesty foi 
bids It (Conversely, men’ 
rooms could be abobshed, bu 
apprehension forbids it) Eve 
compromises are frowne 
upon Anyone trying to find 
middle path between the tw 
IS called some unpronounce 
able name bke ‘eunuch’ an< 
such like 

ITie key question still re 
mams Do or do not mei 
always come first’’ Until thi 
crucial question is answered 
preferably at the breakfas 
table (the pavement bemg to 
pubbe a place for such a deb 
cate issue)—the porcim 
populabon will keep on multi 
plymg'\mder the mistaken be 
bef that men really do. 
Dipendra N. Chatterjee 
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H ere s something on the 
life of composer 
Stepehen Foster in response 
to questions from Kumar 
Basu. Calcutta 31 
One of the first of Amer¬ 
ica s great songwnters, 
Stephen Collins Foster was 
born in Pittsburgh, Pa His 
musical talent was natural 



11th Ou 0 »hon: Why did Henry Ford cell 
his famous ear the “Modal T”7 (Raja 
Biswas, Green View (IIME), 119 Southern 
Avenue, Calcutta 700 029) 

Ana: He had two earlier models called 
“Model R” and “Model S”. 


and self-generated, he had 
no opportunity to hear se¬ 
rious music or have formal 
training and his parents did 
not encourage a talent that 
they were incapable of com¬ 
prehending (his father called 
It strange”) Young Stephen 
was a poor student and dis¬ 
liked the discipline of school 
he much preferred to read 
and study on his own, take 
walks in the woods, and in¬ 
dulge in daydreaming His 
penchant for personal study 
resulted in his learning to 
play the flute, his daydream¬ 
ing led to the composition of 
a veritable cornucopia of 
melodious songs 
Stephen s first song was 
performed when he was 15. 
during a short-lived period of 
academic schooling at the 
Athens Academy in Tioga, 
and was titled Tioga Waltz 
He wrote it for commence¬ 
ment and played it himself 
on the flute At 18 he had 
his first song published. 

Open Thy Lattice, Love, writ¬ 
ten for a 10-year-old fnend 
whose parents let him use 
their piano When he was 19, 
he wrote songs for a group of 
young men who met twice a 
week at his home, dunng this 
period his bent for Negro 
music began to bear fruit As 
a boy he had been exposed 
to N^ro hymns, spintuals, 
and minstrel music A 
"bound-gin" who worked for 
the Foster family (they had 
two black servants who, be¬ 
cause Pennsylvania was a 
free state, worked in ex¬ 
change for room and board) 
took the boy with her to 
church, where he heard the 
congregation s spon¬ 
taneous. jubilant exultations 
Shortly thereafter he started 
attending minstrel shows 
From doing his own ver¬ 
sions of minstrel music as 
the star of a youthful drama¬ 
tic club, he progressed to the 


writing of such popular min¬ 
strel tunes as Old Unde 
Ned, Lou siana Belle, and 
one of his most popular com¬ 
positions, Oh, Susanna'It 
the fortyniners didn t all 
strike gold. Oh. Susanna' 
did, It was adopted by the 
fortune seekers as their 


theme song, with appropn- 
ate revisions in the lyncs 
Unfortunately, it reaped pro- 
hts only for the publisher, not 
for the composer With his 


QUFSTIONS 


1, Which oty Is the “Motor 
Capital (rf the Wortd”? 
(LabtentteJ Pr«ihan, Jhar- 


2. How did the naira “HoH” 
onglnMe? (NIrmalya Kr 
S«rkar.Asansofi) 

3. Which famous music 
cofiHJOser’a last words 
ware “I wW hear m 
heavwn*? (Zmnutil Atrin, 
CMeuttal6) 

4. Who ta the onty Indian 
bowlsr to have tM<en 9va 
wtckatsManInrsngs twice 
in ItroitecFovefs tnterna* 
donaht? (R, Surandra, BIT 
SkKln) 

8. What 18 conMwn tot dW 
Esmond, Vivian bedim apd 
JoanPiowric^tSiefkh 
Abdur Ra^ Bufdwan 81} 

8. Name the (ijm in whicfi 
the lata Hemant Kumar 
made his debut m Hindi 
fHms as a pimback idnger. 
(da^ep Guha thMturta, 
Calcutta 7) 

7. t^Mch aw«sd is reiRHdsd 
aa (he Nobel Prize for 
madiamMlcs? (St^ Btv* 

Prize 

winning diNMHiese author 
amo coimnittad siAitda 
(Bifandra Kumar Guru, 
$aimbaiiHir4) 


usual casualness and lack of 
business acumen, Stephen 
gave the song away to a 
publisher he met while work¬ 
ing as a bookkeeper for his 
brother, a commission mer¬ 
chant in Cincinnati The 
song did, however, mark the 
beginning of Foster's endur¬ 
ing fame It led him to Ed 
Christy and the Christy Min¬ 
strels, who bought and intro¬ 
duced many of his songs So 
ingenuous was Stephen in 


9. The film Who Framed 
Roger Rabbtf was based 
on whose novel? (6ft)hu- 
datta Choudhury, Cuttack) 

10. Who Is a never-wuzzttr 
intheUSA7(OOieflo 
Mazoomdar, Calcutta 81) 


ANSWERS 
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aObjoaiaMopMpiiri 
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'(i96Uu» 


aouetjnrt m aUM atwhl 

te petuaiu eiieia 

aWadNiuaaoSSB^ 

-peuitfMun eiMp«Mpy 
etiMMawMndimd 
sfMpua W««Mtditudir, 
4R«)UdwoMMVmaMik 
)D)tm 


business matters, so un¬ 
ambitious, that he agreed to 
let Christy take credit for 
authorship of Swanee Riv¬ 
er and other songs, for 
which the famed blackfrae 
entertainer paid him a paltry 
$15 He later amended this 
foolish arrangement, mean¬ 
while earning several 
thousand dollars in royalties 
through his contract with a 
New York j^ublishing house 

Solvent enough now to 
brave a proposal of mar- 
nage, Stephen asked for the 
hand of Jane McDowell, a 
beautiful antithesis of her 
husband and unreceptive to 
his way of life and his choice 
of a musical career When 
their daughter was bom, 
they left Pittsburgh for New 
York, where he provided for 
his family well enough at 
first Dunng this penod he 
wrote Old Dog Tray (inspired 
by his own setter) and soma 
of his most heartfelt Negro 
compositions Massasinde 
Cold. Cold Ground (te52), 
My Old Kentucky Home 
(1853), and Old Black Joe 
(i860) (based on an old 
family retainer he met when 
courting Jane) But twice his 
wife left him, and he became 
more and more dissatisfied 
with himself 

In 1861 he was alone and 
ill in New York The mem¬ 
bers of his family were dead 
or scattered With his 
mother s death he had lost 
his sustainar and his refuge, 
the home in Pittsburgh 
where he fled when he was 
homesick His popularity had 
crested and ebbed, and he 
had been defrauded of most 
of his royalties Destitute, he 
drank too much and ate too 
little A fainting sjjell in his 
wretched room on the Bow¬ 
ery proved fatal, and he died 
a pauper in Bellevue Hos¬ 
pital 

Stephen Foster’s last work 
was Beautiful Dreamer, a 
title that epitomises his char¬ 
acter In the world to which 
he escaped in his fancies, he 
composed simple, unpreten¬ 
tious sqngs with a sincenty 
and feeling that touched and 
continued to touch the hearts 
of paopia the worid over. 










T hey turned off their lights at about 
2,900 feet and the ocean became a 
aparlding firefly world. "Sunlight 
doesn't go any deeper than this,” re¬ 
marked a scientist aboard the deepAliving 
submersible AMl 

"But we do,” says Rick Gore in the 
National Get^nphic. "In feet, we are 
making a luminous blue tunnel as we 
plunge through biohuiunescent bacteria 
along our path.” 

The creatures m the water glow “to 
improve then- odds of being eaten,” the 
scientist explained. "Being ingested 
doesn’t faze a bacterium." 

Tmy animals eagerly offering them¬ 
selves as food are but one of the strange 
phenomena Gore discovered while resear¬ 
ching his story about California’s Mon¬ 
terey Bay, site of the largest submarine 
chasm along the continental United States 
and arguably the nchest ecosystem on the 
West Coast. 

Monterey Bay is a "poem of the sea.” 
Gore says, "a complex dream with uitemal 
rhythms that confound and astonish." 
Cruismg a canyon wall with bghts on 


Strange sea creatures 



again, the small three-person craft passed 
brilliant red medusae. Lobate cte- 
nophores, some of which look like pulsat¬ 
ing pieces of Steuben ^ss, became 
pnsms ui the glare "How odd that life in 
these lightless depths is so often colour¬ 
ful,” says Gore. 

Colourful and odd. some anglerfish 
males m the bay are much smaller than the 
females they must fertilise. Once one 
locates a mate, he bites into her. Their 
bodies fuse, and the male degenerates into 
nothing but gonads and a surrounding lump 
of tissue—a permanent, portable sperm 
supply. 

Another surpnsmg life form found in the 
bay IS the larvacean, an animal no longer 
than a finger that spins around itself a 
fragile web ot mucus sometunes as large 
as a person. The creatures circulate ivater 
withm that mucous shell. Like fine nets, 
feeding filters trap detritus. When the 
aiumal dies or leaves home, its house falls 
apart, creating a snow of sinking mucus. 
Besides carrying food to bottom-dwellers, 
larvaceans may provide a vital service to 
aU life on the planet, some scientists now 
believe. 

Researchers who study the flow of 
carbon through the biosphere have been 
puzzled. They cannot find all the excess 
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A squirming bounty of Monterey Bay sardines comes aboard 
under the supervision of Capt. Vito Ferrante (left). Although 
f errante may strike 60 tons on a good night, the bay holds a 
fraction of its original abundance. The fishery collapsed in the 
late 1940s, largely from overfishing 












On the dry side of a 7-inch-thick acrylic window spectators watch Monterey Bay Aouariuin diver-Kuide Jackie 
Petro feed fish in the 31-foot-deep kelp exhibit. Open to the sky for the light-lovinK alftae, the tank includes a 
giant piston that creates the surge kelp need to draw nutrients from the water 
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process seems to be moderating the 
buildup. 

One way nature removes carbon dioxide 
is through photosynthesis in the oceans. 
Plankton turn dissolved carbon dioxide 
into organic matter, which may later be 
eaten by animals. The animals then return 
to the atmosphere, through their own 
respiration, much of the carbon the plank¬ 
ton removed. Organic matter also fi^s on 
the seafloor, where it is either buried or 
eaten by creatures that are unlikely to take 
it back near the surface. 

"Now Alvin is showing us that larvacean 


had 1.7 million visitors in 1989. 

Packard himself promoted dynamic dis¬ 
plays. At the Rocky Shore exhibit a crowd 
stands behind a window studying a peace¬ 
ful rock face adorned with sea anemones 
and limpets. Without warning, a foaming 
wave blasts through a hole in the rock, 
bringing startled squeals horn spectators. 
Seconds later, just as along the surf- 
battered Monterey coastline, peace re¬ 
turns. 

The aquarium staff invented a surge 
machine, which gives life to the aquarium’s 
most popular exlubit. It represents one of 


' A' * 


The crescent shape of Monterey Bay sweeps 40 miles of 
coastline, clockwise from Santa Cruz (at top), past farmland 
famed for artichokes, to the north shore of the jutting Monterey 
Peninsula, holding Monterey and Pacific Grove. Seen as clouds 
from 12,500 feet, fog is a near-daily spring-to-fail phenomenon 


carbon dioxide their calculations say hu¬ 
mans, by burning fossil fuels, are pumping 
into the atmosi^re. Even though carbon 
dioxide levels are rising ominously, some 


houses carry down more organic matter 
than suspected," says Gore. “Because 
larvaceans may inhabit much of the mid wa¬ 
ter of the oceans, these unsung bags of 
mucus would be playing a significant role in 
helping the biosphere keep carbon dioxide 
under control.” 

Much of the life found in the bay waters 
is on display in the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, which opened in 1984 with an 
investment of about $55 million from one 
of the bay’s most influential figures, David 
Packard of the Hewlett Paciwd electro¬ 
nics company. Housed in structures 
mimicking the site’s former cannery build¬ 
ings made famous by John Steinbeck’s 
IMS novel Cannery Row, the aquarium 


the bay’s most striking natural wonders, 
the Kelp Forest. A huge aquamarine tank 
more than 30 feet deep swirls with fish and 
sways with the golden stalks of the world’s 
grandest seaweed. It re-creates the 
underwater spectacle that draws hundreds 
of divers to Monterey on weekends. 

"As you enter the aquarium the cathed¬ 
ral aura of the Kelp Forest, with sunli^t 
streaming down from above, turns your 
head and pulls you over, bidding you to 
slow down and meditate on the majesty 
that lies hidden just offshore,” (kire says. 

"We are all working on the same 
question,” one aquarium researcher told 
^re. “How does Mcmterey Bay work?” 
(Natkmal Geographic News Service) 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Kilms 


• Acneepath: Metro (Chownng 
hee Road, 280141), Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road 2422hb) 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteijee Avenue 
410417), Mitra (Bidhan Sarani 
■iSlldJ) Krishna (PC IJutta 
Street 2504J7) Prabhat (Chittar 
anjan Avenue 290762) Ragini 
(Beliaghaia Mam Road 262264) 
Madhuban (Regent Park) 

Directed by Mukul S Anand 
the film stars Amitabh Rarhchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi Neelam Danny Ooga 
Kapoor Archana Puran Singh 
Aiuknath Rohini Hattangady and 
Tmu Anand The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Baap Numbri Beta Dus 
Numbri- Orient (Bentinck 
Street 281917) -4 shows 

Directed by Aziz Sajawal and 
with music by Nadeem Shravan 
the film stars Jackie Shroff Farha 
Aditya Panchdi Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan 

• Majboor: Lotus 
(S N Banetjee Road 
242664) Basusree 

Neelam and Mithun 
Chakraborty 
in Agneepath 


(S P Mukheijee Road, 484808), 
Rupali (Ashutosh Mukhetjee Road, 
474403), Pumasree (Raja Raj Kis- 
sen Street, 554022) 

A film by T Rama Rao whose 
principal attractions are Jeetendi^ 
Sunny Deol jaya Prada, Farha, 


Fran, Asram, Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S N 
Banerjee Road, 241383), Inthra 
(Indra Roy Road, 471757), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street, 552270) Jagat (Acharya 








Bagha Mitra, Pradip Ghosh 
and Pallabi in Kalaaka 

Prafulla Chandra Road, 265108), 
Moonlight (T C Dutta Street, 
254956) 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair in 
this film, directed by Sooraj R 
Barjatiya The music 
IS by RaamLaxman 



• Souten K1 Betl: Roxy (Chowr- 
inghee Place, 284138)—4 shows. 

Jeetendra, Rekha andjaya I^da 
are the chief attractions The film 
IS directed by Saawan Kumar and 
the music is by Vedpaat 


Itemiali Films 


• Bhagyalipi; Sree (Bidhan 
Sararu, 551515), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road, 478666)—3 shows 

Sujit Kumar's first Bengali film 
which stars Tapas Paul, De- 
bashree Roy Uttam Mohanty, 
Apaiajita, Aruna Irani, Pamtal and 
the director hunself The music is 
by Sumitra I,ahin 

• Byabodhan: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Sarani, 552413), Aruna (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 259561) Bharati 
(S P Mukherjee Road, 474f)86)— 
1. 4, 7 

Directed by Dilip Mukhetjee and 
with music by Ajoy Das the film 
stars Victor Banerjee, Moon Moon 
Sen, Indrani Dutta, Kali Baneijee 
Rajeshwan Roy Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul 

• Hirak Jayanti: Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani, 552753), Bijoli (S P 
Mukhetjee Road, 472462). Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
.259561)—1 30 4 15. 7 

Ranjit Mullick, Chumki 
Choudhury. Joy Banerjee, Dilip 
Roy, Kali Banetjee and Sumitra 
Mukherjee star in this Anjan 
(Choudhury film whose music is by 
Goutam Basu 

• Kaianka; Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani 558080), Puma (S P 
Mukherjee Road 474.567), Aloe 
hhaya (Beliaghata Mam Road, 
2.55059)— 2 shows 

Directed by Shanti Ranjan 
Ghosh Dastidar and with music by 
Neeta Sen, the cast includes 
Satabdi Roy. Subhendu Chatter 
jee, Pradip Ghosh, Soma Dey, 
Gita Dey and debutante Pallabi 

• Maodiinda: Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani, 552045)—2 20, 5 20, 8 15. 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road, 271282)—2. 5. 7 45 

Alok Nath, Benjamm, Subhendu 
Chatteijee, Biplab Chatteijee. and 
newcomer Urmi star ui this film, 
directed by Pinaki Choudhury and 
with musK by Swapan Chakra¬ 
borty 






Printail hw* Is th* ngulmr liidlan AirilnM Mh*- 
duto. But thu mIimIuI* has baan eurtaiiad dua to 
tha grounding of Ha Airbus A320 Boot. Passan* 
gars aro advTsad to koap track of announoa* 
manta mads by Indian Airlinaa in tha proas. For 
assiataneo, thay may contact 262B48, 26268B, 
266868, 262417, 869433, B69841/2/3/4m and 
669633. 


• Ekaki (A): Darpana (Bidhan 
Saiani, 558080), AlKhhaya (B«- 
liaghata Main Road; 35505S)—3 
shows. 

Moon Moon S«n, Ayan Baner- 
jee. Dilip Roy and Sumitra 
Mukherjee are the main attractions 
of this film, directed by Panna Hos- 
sain. The music is by Shyamal 
Mitra. 

NEW RELEASES 


Hindi i iliiis 


• Pyar Ka Kara: Paradise 
(Bentuick Street; 285442), Lotus 
(S. N. Banei]ee Road; 242664), 
Gem (Acharya Jagdish Chandra 
Bose Road; 249828), Grace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 391090), 
Khanna (Acharya PraftiUa Chandra 
Road: 552932), Pnya (Rashbehari 
Avenue; 464440). 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
musk by Laionikant Pyarelal, the 
film stars Oharmendra, Mithun 
Chakraborty, Meenakshi Seshadn, 
Meelam, Sonam, Kader Khan, 
Shako Kapoor and Asrani. 

• Dee war: Orient (Bentmck 
Street; 281917)—4 shows. 

A re-release of this Yash Chopra 
hit, starring Amitabh Bachchan, 
Shashi Kapoor, Parveen Babi, 
Neetu Singh and Ninipa Roy. The 
musk is by R.D. Burman. 


.Special Kvcnl^ 


4—10 March: 3 pm to 8 pm 

Chitiakoot Art Gallery presents 
an exhibition of oils, watercolours 
and graphics by Akkitham 
Narayanan. 

At Chitrakoot Art Gallery (55 
Gariahat Road; 755314). 

4 March onwards; 3 pm to 8 
pm (except Monday) 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by French artist Czegledi 
Rozalia. 

At Galerie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sanni). 

4—6 March 

Banin Modak will hold an exhiU- 
tkxi of paintings in the West Gal¬ 
lery. 

• Proscenium will hold an exhibi¬ 
tion of photographs in the North 
Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

4,6 and 7 March: 6.30 pm 

Indian Council for Cultural Rela¬ 
tions presents the State Academic 
Bolshoi Theatre of Byelorussia 
(USSR) in the full-length ballet 
rpertoire. Halt of Cavalry and Car¬ 
men Suite on the 4th, and Sparta- 
cus on tlK 6th and 7th. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

TRAVEL 


I’Lints 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 


partura timas ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Ftguras In brackets 
danota ma daya, 1 baing 
Monday. 


Inlci national 


Cnlcutta-Bombsy-London- 
New York: Dep. (2); Al-lUl at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): AM651/ 
AI-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Deihl-Paris-London: 

Dep. (7): A1-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1910, 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (6). AI-309 at 
1915, Dep. (6) AI-309 at 2015 
New York-London-Delhl- 
Calcutta; Arr. (7). A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330 

Frankf urt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) A1-162/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhl-Calculta: Arr. 
(1): A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta; Arr. 
(4). SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Oubal-Moscow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (1. 4): RJ-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4); RJ.181 at 0830 
Belgrade-Calcutta-BeiJIng: 
Arr. (l):JU-492at0955: Dep. fl): 
JU-492 at 1055. 

BeiJIng-Caicutta-Belgrade; 

Arr. (1): JU-493 at 2325: Dep. (2); 
JU-493 at 0025. 

Calcutta-SIngapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2)- SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3, 6); 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4, 7); 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhl-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr 
(6) lC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6); 
lC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr 

(6): 1C-844 at 1115. Dep (6)- 
lC-844 at 1215 

OilcutUi-Kathmandu: Dep. (2, 

3. 4, 6. 7): IC-247 at 1740. Dep. 
(1. 5): RA-214 at 1650: Arr. (2. 3, 

4. 6, 7): lC-248 at 2055, Arr. (1, 

5) : RA-213 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
IC-223 at 1640, BG-092 at 1200, 
Dep. (2, 3); BG-094 at 1730, Dep. 
(1. 4, 5. 6. 7): BG-094 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily): IC-224 at 1840, BC- 
091 at Ills, Arr. (2. 3): BG-093at 
1645. Art. (1. 4. 5. 6. 7); BG-093 
at 1745. 

Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (3, 

6) : IC-225 at 1030, Dep. (2. 5); 
BG-698 at 1245; Arr. (3. 6); IC- 
226 at 1250, Arr. (2. 5): BG-697at 
1145. 


Calcutta-Faro: Dep. (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2. 5); KB-lOSat 
1330. 


Domestic 


itWiMifa mmmmmi 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); AI- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (5); Al- 
■306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhi-Cakutta: Arr. (1); Al- 
1320 at 1340., Arr (7): Al-1122 at 
0330 

Inrftan Airline* 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily); IC- 
263 at 0700. IC-763 at 1340 and 
lC-4(y2 at 1710; Arr. (daily): IC- 
401 at 1205, IC-764 at 1835 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-176 at 0845 and IC-273 at 1915; 
Arr. (daily); lC-175 at 0755 and 
IC-274 at 1825. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily); 
IC-765 at 1640; Arr. (daily): IC- 
766 at 2140. 

Calcutta-BangaloK: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-771 at 0705; Arr. (daily): 
lC-772 at 1240. 

Calcutta-Varanasl-Jalpur: 

Dep. (3. 5): IC-215 at 1610; Arr. 
(3. 5): IC-216 at 2240. 
Calcutta-Varanasl- 
Gorakhpur-Calcutta: Dep. (4. 
6): IC-281 at 1700; Arr. (4, 6): 
IC-281 at 2030. 

; Calcutta-Ranchl: Dep. (daily); 

I lC-205 at 1330; Arr. (daily); IC- 
206 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow: 

Dep. (1, 2. 5, 7): lC-235 at 1400; 
Arr. (1. 2. 5. 7); IC-236 at 1900. 
Calcutta-VIshakhapatnam- 
Madras: Dep. (daily). IC-542 at 
0555; Arr. (daily). lC-541 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneshwar: Dep. 
(1. 2. 4. 7); IC-269 at 1710; Art. 
(1, 2. 4. 7): IC-270 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 

5. 6); IC-269 at 1710; Arr. (3. 5. 
6)- IC-270 at 1950. 
Calcutta-Patna-Lucknow- 
Ahmedabad-Bombay: Dep. (3. 
6): IC-295 at 1400; Arr. (3. 6): 
IC-296 at 1855. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 
2. 4, 7): IC-277atl745;Atr.(l,2, 
4. 7): IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Imphal: Dep. (daily): 
IC-257 at 0620; Arr. (daily): IC- 


258 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6); iC-237 at 0610; 
Air. (2, 4, 6); IC-238 at 103a 
Calcutta-Port Bialr-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): lC-287 at 0545: 
Arr. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2.4, 

6) : lC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2, 4. 6); 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (dai¬ 
ly); lC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Sllchar: Dep. (daily): 
IC-255 at 0600; Arr. (daily): IC- 
256 at 1030. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-743 at 1300 and IC-741 at 
0945, Dep. (1, 3, 5, 7): IC-243 at 
0610; Arr. (daily): IC-744 at 1520 
and IC-742 at 1205, Arr. (1. 3, 5, 

7) : IC-244 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Guwahati-Caleutta: Dep. (3, 5. 
7): IC-213 at 1130; Arr. (3, 5, 7); 
lC-213 at 1640. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Tezpur- 
Jorhat-Calcutta: Dep. (1. 2, 4, 
6); IC-213 at 1130; Arr. (1. 2. 4, 
6); IC-213 at 1620. 
Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-201 at 1025; Arr. (dady): 
IC-202 at 1245. 

Calcuttn-Guwohatl-Dlnuipur: 

Dep. (daily); lC-219at Ilia Arr. 
(daily): lC-220 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1320 and IC-703 at 
0605; Arr. (daily): lC-230 at 1610 
and IC-704 at 0855. 


Culcutta-Shlllong-Guwaluti- 
SUchar: Dep. (daily); PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 06ia Arr. 
(2, 4, 6. 7): PF-7(» at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Jorhat- 
Lilabarl-Dibrugarh: Dep. (1, 
3, 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Air. 
(1. 3, 5, 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-lmphal-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartaia-Kamalpur- 
Kallashar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4. 6): PF-729 at 055a 
Arr. (2, 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1. 
3. 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at 055a Arr. (1, 3. 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcntta-Aiuwl-Silchar: Dep. 
'daOy): {¥-705 at 112a Air. (dai- 
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W: PF-706 ■! 1615. 

Calcntta-Roarkcla-Raackli 

Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Arr. (1, a 5): PF-716at 1025. 
CalcHtta-Guwahatl-LilalMri- 


Ziro-O^Mriaa: Dep. (2. 4, 6); 
PF-721 at 0930; Arr. G. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcatta-Gttwakatl- 
Dlbnigarh-Paatlghat'Aloni: j 


Dep. (1. a 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1. a S): 1^-724 at 1950. 

Cateutta-Jamshadpur-Pataa: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Ait. (a 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Caleutta-Dbaabad-Gaya 

Patna-Dbaabad*Caleatta 

Dep. (1. a 5): PF.737 at 060( 
Arr. (1. a5):PF.738atllOO. 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Anival 

Up 

Tima 

HmpmR 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

DalM Kaika MaH 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Itoll 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay MaH via Aflatiabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Air-Cond. (Naw Oaihi) Ex- 
praaa via C^a-Varanasi 

1800 

2382 



Dap — Tuea , Thure A Sat 

ArrI — Wad . Fri & Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Air-Cond. (Now Dolhl) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

Dap —Mon , Wed Fri 8 Sun 

1800 

2304 



ArrI —Mon, Tuet, Thura & 
Sat 



2301 

16-30 

RaldtwnI Exproea 5 days a 
week 

11-00 

2302 



Dep — Mon , Tues , Thurs, Fn 
& Sun 

ArrI — Tues . Wed . Thurs . 
Sat A Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmgiri (Jamimi-Tawl) Exp. 
TrI-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dep—Tues Fri A Sat 

ArrI —Tues , Wed A Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbenehal (QorMdipur) Ex- 

preaa 

Dep — Mon A Thurs 

ArrI — Thurs A Sun 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Ooon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toolan Expraaa via Main Una 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Expraaa via Main Una 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Oaihi Janata Expraaa via 
Mam Lme 

500 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

Mithlla Expr^ 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchanjunoa Expraaa 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expraaa 

530 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Biaek Diamond Expraaa 

21-25 

3319 

3029 

17-15 

Coalflald Expraaa 

1530 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur EiqHaaa 

535 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Expraaa 

Dap —Wednesday 

Am—Frldav 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

iamalpiir Tr)-whty Expreai 

Dep —Tues , Thurs A "Sat 

Am —Mon, Thurs A Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santinlkatan Expraaa 

1545 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Suparfaat Expraaa 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs, Sat A ^n 

Am — Tubs . Wad A Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Exoreaa 

Dep—Tuas A Wad 

730 

1172 



Am-Sat A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



Bl weakly Expraaa 

Dep A Arr—Mon A Fn 





MtmMmh 



3143 

19-00 

Dar|aallna MbH 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Oow Expraaa 

Jammu Tawi Expraaa 

Mughal Baral Expraaa via 

sao Loop 

516 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

1530 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

1550 

3134 

3103 

5185 

18-20 

12-40 

Bhagiralhl (Lalgoia) Expraaa 
Chlwpra Expraaa Bl-Waaloy 

1525 

4-30 

3104 

5186 


Dep S'Arri— wad & Sun 


Oapwbaa SOUTH-EASTERN HAILWAY AnM 


UR 

TMia 

anmnmm 

Tkna 

Da 

6003 

21-00 

Madraa Mail 

530 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
EXPRESS 

7-10 

8001 

2860 

1525 

GHanlall (Bombay) Expraaa 

14-15 

2859 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

16^5 

8029 

2841 

15-00 

Coromandel (Madraa) Expraaa 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expraaa 

Dep —Tues 

Am—Sun 

1545 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tala Steal Expraaa 

1520 

8014 

6011 

520 

lapat Expraaa 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambaipur Expraaa 

545 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Rarwhl Halla Expraaa 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Fhirl Expraaa 

530 

8008 

6409 

1520 

Jagannath (Purl) Expraaa 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Dhauli (Bhubanaewar) Expraaa 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

Tirupati Expraaa 

4-30 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

Eaat Coaat (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulia Expraaa 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arri—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8016 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 
Trivandrum Central Expraaa 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Cantral-Howieh- 
Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Quwahatl Weakly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Coehin Harbour 
Terminus Weakly Express 
(via -Howrah A Visakha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Suparfaat Expraaa 
(via VIsairhspatnam A 
Madras) 

Dep— Tubs, Fn A Sun 

Anl —Tues. Wed A Fn 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangalora City 
Weakly Express (via Howran 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore Clty-Quwahatl 
Waal^ Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Pstna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Expraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cctchin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
PabM Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

1545 

2609 

ENQUIRIEB: 

For round the clock Information of Eaatam 


Railway tralna. plaaaa dial 203B4B-B4 for In-comlnadralna: 
203S3B-44 for aH othor Informatlona. For informatlen 
about roaarvationa on Eaatom and South Eaatam RaUwaya 
tralna, dial 203800 (from 0 am to S pm on Waokdaya and 0 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and gaiattad holldayal. 








FIND TWtN$l Twiq of tho foncily drooMd jgoni* obovo look 
•nouflfi allko to bo Iwint. Whteh two lo for you to docWo 


o PIPE THAT* A certain device found on a wait in 
modem homes goes up when if goes down and down 
when It goes up What's that’’ 

y 


HOCUS-FOCUS 










TMoi A mwpE AT ummi 
Salvo iNa ver e e f i ddle MHr by let¬ 
ter fiom sMsd oluee, If you can. 
The mewer la a f i ve loner word. 
My Sret le In e h aee. but not In 
See. 

My eaaond'e bi eight but not In 

eee. 

My thhd la In taka, but net In 
grab. 

M fourth’s In eloear, end alao In 

My WHi Is In me. but not In aaur. 
To do my sN. Is against the law. 


Romsmbar, each line of this 
varsa provldaa a due to one Mar 
of nia word In ouaatlon. 

jMo.npM«u 




o STICK SHIFTi You am 
havo aoino fun atlaliins 
friondn wHh tlila ooin triek. 
Arrnnso nino toma-tlso 
going gymmatriaally, go 
ghown lioiow. fortnlng 
glaM rowo of throo ooing 
(aorogg. dtown and diaflo- 
naNy). 

ChaNansa: Movottwo of 
thooo ooina to form ton 
th r ao c oi n raws. 

How am thio bo dono? 

•woo W um ct weesbe aoi 
■eoiui w nwe mno eMw Sm wo 


FUNSPOT 



FAN FAREI Apply colort neatly to numberad sagmanta of the 
stadium scans Code 1—Rad 2—LI blua 3—Yellow 4—Ll brown 
5—Flash tones 6—Lt groan 7—Dk brown 0—Ok blua 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
latlers in the word below to form 
two complala words 

PAMPHLET 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYESt Thera are at least aw diftar- 
ancas m drawing dslails between lop and boHoni panels How 
quickly can you fmd thorn? Check ansaiars with thoas bslow 

Swtaiui K so a Buuswi SI uao S wuwtt *i danS * tkrfsiu 
wa s*|| dao c wsiaiiip n uniS « Awwiiu a siod atwed i sawswajo 


THEN score 2 points each lor all 
words ot tour laltars or more 
found among the letters 

Try to scare at least sa pafat* 

Hum dWH tusiStut Biqitso,^ 



























/•B Mireh J1—April 20 

* * Finishing touches 
- and wrap up ot pend¬ 
ing work and protects are the 
weeks main trends Someone 
who owes you money may em¬ 
ploy smooth liaison tactics Ro¬ 
mance will be uneventful It is 
not the best lime to launch ioini 
ventures and partnerships Jour¬ 
ney of others may create burden 
for you 

nrill AURUS 

■ April 21—May 20 

* The week signifies 
- good setting, elimi¬ 
nating the non-essentials and 
Identifying your target Steady 
and pleasani relationship in ro¬ 
mance Is assured Tighten your 
purse strings especially on ttw 
corporate or project sector In 
order to achieve your goal some 
austerity measures will be 
necessary Be prepared to 
undertake a journey 

EMINI 

V May 21—Juna 20 
" Communications, 

- signing of documents 

and security considerations are 
the main trends of the week 
Some expenses will be there In 
order to assume the security of 
a racentty-acqulrad property A 
marriage proposal or an engage¬ 
ment for the eligible is signified 
Also, re-marrtage projects on 
the Increase Medical axpensee 
for spouse or relativea are Indi¬ 
cated. Your health remains fina, 
but take care of the health of 
some near and dear ones 


^ ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 

^ A home away from 
- home, travel, prob¬ 
lems, resolutions and reunions 
are the week s main features A 
tight lip will Improve chances of 
resolving a nagging problam 
Speak only the essentials and 
do not allow others to control ttie 
agenda Romance will be un¬ 
eventful Your financial position 
sTiows all round improvement 
Problems like ulcer, eye strain 
and naggiira cough may prove 
annoying The time Is right to 
undertake a journey 


■ . July 21—AuguM 21 

R^peration cutting 

_ your losses, ragam- 

ng lost ground, job hop aixf the 
igtit steps to rejjair your dam¬ 
ages are the salient features of 
he week A dicey situation cre¬ 
ated by a meddling relative wNI 



result in much tension Finances 
do improve shortly An emotional 
mood will see you through 

~mj\ IRQO 

W August 22-Sw)l 22 
• The week s main 

- trends are marriage, 

collaborations and journeys A 
lucrative collaboration trading 
and selling and success add up 
to a rosy finanaal outlook Minor 
illness of a chronic nature but 
nothing serious are your health 
prospects Take care of eye In- 


BIRTHDAYS 


NMl'# 

y of ipgnv wgwn, mppmttt 

in wc i w U ht hawh af» m tawe 
for you. Hiip^ehofiMO Oh ff|e 
IMRM fmt. Your bffianoih ki- 
fiMl irttiiyoh uMh fho day. 
Tywiel io da#^ 


afKandHHy. , 

MranH|ia flmal piaaaure acid 
wMiM Mwim trofliiHidooo * 

Thoaa roamrofi. SW^PIf V 
|W0oiViiMua|iy,d ttarthiryjOkOMa Urwwo: 

Ifw arti do wondMfyiy m kt twmmli^, aoMO, 

^ and biota^ wW makallbliK 

■ twvAandtraoan^asiii^ia^ 

ApSS? warn 4 10 ' 

' MW¥» oo«»o JMpaar; taiiiN»t' 

tamrow and 

oMid yoor foi«Ma. la ^ juft# oM to pobyia 

« and jUieim. Mairfaga for iNi 

WIfqn 7 ai^MA and dBfiiOofMion% b^ 

VtoOh OMMiOoh 9aiurn; A diM- Mir salsa dUMSAMi for 
w^iiPrlwaaMaMiiacIwt- l» «akti Mi w a n ara'pradMad. 


Junes For the time being avoid 
any shift or transfer 

n IBRA 

. S«pl 23-Ocl 22 

^ A fat pay packet, 

- buying and selling of 

property, research and studies 
are the mam features of the 
week Your knack for leaving 
Jobs may tempt you to take up a 
new trend either for pleasure or 
proflt Look before you leap 
Fanulianse yourself as much as 
possible Chances of mamage 

hiaids and oomproniMa aA 

JUtVf IP 9P mtniA TlQ09t mm 
«wk oenMiMts ooiiid 
ting, snd dUiiibing; LstM» Id IM 
piSm Sfld persaMilng.' 


Ma^ 0 

Sun trine Pluto. ArcNtstSl, icf- 
enttals, mdustrlsNsis sn« those 
ih defshea shd dttMMMMdytf 

OQispKipniPW 

M suthotddilyh&iMlw^^ 

A YOlh f>f«sii 0 S sod si#ii Mdr 
siMididiy. 




and to meet the right people 
Improve A mixed bag as far as 
finance Is concerned 

CORPIO 

Od 23-Nov 20 

Children, marriage, 

_ housing, loans and 

funds are the hij^llghts ot the 
week Contracts and assign¬ 
ments will come through You 
will be healthy as a horse Short 
trips at a hectic pace wiH be ttring 
but fruitful A sick pet requires 
special care Expenses on 
household goods are likely 

AGITTARiUS 

Nov 21 —Dm 20 

Property deals and 

- business expansions 

are the weeks main features 
Romance will be uneventful On 
the financial front, the atmos¬ 
phere of the previous week con¬ 
tinues No real ups and downs, 
just new cash keeps on circulat¬ 
ing All sorts of journeys are 
indicated Expect a visitor or a 
relative to drop in 

^ APRICORN 

j Dec 21—J«n 19 

^ Publicity, group actlv- 

- ity completion of 

long-standing projects and suc¬ 
cess in - competition are sig¬ 
nified It is cortalnly a good tbiie 
for mamage and engagements 
Old affairs, too, may suddenly 
rekindle happily Your financial 
position improves Allergies will 
be the mqjor health problem 

QUARIUS 

/S Jan 20—Fab 18 

The love bug bites 

- you You will have the 

Midas touch Romance wIN be 
pleasant A repair of a broken 
heart and happy reunions for 
separated lovers are likely In¬ 
vestments. fixed deposits, 
gambling debts and pay packets 
bulge nicely Your health will be 
pei^ Much travel is Indicated 
both for pleasure and business 

ISCES 

Fab 1»-Mircli 20 

Explore the depths of 
- your capabUHy Prob¬ 
lem resolution and decision mak¬ 
ing wilt keep you busy A double- 
et^ed opportunity for nwrlaga. 
courtship and engagement put 
you in a quandry Only you can 
say whether the pros outweigh 
the cons Conbnue building or 
re-building resources However, 
tighien perse strings An old 
bone or joint ailment briefly 
flares up Ear aches are not 
ruled out 








































































































































































ic a hpll on earth it is in Kashmir right now- By closing his e>[es 
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ft K SWAMY/HPf/7375 



The Phantom Is allvo and well. Not m the eene skull cave in Denkali But in the picturesque 
hill station of Udhagamandalam In a sophisticated test tab At Hindustan Photo Films 

The Phantom as its fondly called is an artificial skeleton that can emulate the bone and 
skin tissue functions of a human being HPF’s INOU CTA and Polyester X-ray Films undergo 
various tests, at all stages, on the Phantom Just to make sure that all's well when it reaches 
you 

Tests like this make HPF click Because loday's technology may become obsolete by sun¬ 
down That's the impetus to researcn The need to develop the photofilm technology of tomorrow 
A Rs 300 lakh investment HPF’s R&O facility is manned by a dedicated team of 150 scientists 
Fruits of their labour include state^f-the-art film for India's space programme Very soon 
HPF will also commence production of laser recording film instrumentation film with extended 
sensibility duplicating film of high contrast and resolution and photo typesetting film 
Just a few samples of homegrown technology from the Company that believes tomorrow may 



future in focus 

Hindustan Photo Films Mfg. Ca Ltd. (A Oovt oi waa tnwjxse) 

Registered Office Indunagai LkHiagamandalam 643 005 
Uarketieg HeadquarlefS Bali Towws 1 AMul Raxak SIreel Saxtapel Madras 600 015 
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India’s larg^ selling cameras 

Snmmr 



Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models. And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera. 


SuRpfier Cameras 


Markeled by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
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V.P, Shigh k the irfirew- 
pQlitidan h Indkn h»< 
Jwy (The New Think 
Tb*'. Jimuary 21). He 
knows the real art of nwn< 
r WWng other people’s ex- 
pertjae for the advance¬ 
ment of his own image. 
Biwblunr, 

Makfa (W.B.) 


k I ahtkas fnatier mki tte 
pijocess we folow k an foi- 
kywa: 

1) A prospective renal 
donor must be a Uood tek- 
tive. Alternatively, the 
spouse or a dose £n^ <tf 
the patient vdto n^t de¬ 
rive emotionai satikhetion 
from saving a fife may be 
considered 

2) Afl proB>ective donors 



V.P. Singh: Fair or foui? 

■ A lonely traveller, V.P. 
Singh does not have cro¬ 
nies around him as 
Gandhi did. As Prime 
Minister, he sometimes 
compares with Lai Bahadur 
Shastri 

Let us see bow long he 
can maintam the lost ^ry 
of truth and simplicity. 

Harekniahna Mahanta, 

Bokaro (Bihar) 

Matter of 
Concern 

1 am glad the Colour Maga- 
tine puUkhed The Kidney 
Batar' (fanuapr 7), a sub- 
[ iect oi considerable con- 
i con to an right thiikkig 
t people in thk country. 

Smee the artide mea> 
tkwed that kidney feam- 
. plantation k dote in two 
private nursing homes fe 
the dtyr mi we happen to 
‘ be one of them, I fee) 
obliged to express our 

< iKbud 4A Hkt Biuttef. 

' dwoskgalSdaeydQttk . 


are interviewed behind 
dosed doors to ascertam 
and eliminate coercion of 
any kind. 

3) Extendve investigations 
are carried out to make 
sure that a donor k in per¬ 
fect health. A habitual 
blood dmor wifi be ruled 
out in the very first ex- 
ammation itself even if he 
masquerades as a rektive. 

The practice of paid 
organ transplantation by 
some centres brings aU 
transplant work into dis¬ 
repute and hence must be 
discouraged. The media 
has a rigi^cant role to pky 
by stimulating public 
awareness of kid^ trans- 
{^mtafion as a fife saving 
treatment, with articles 
such as yours, rather thai ' 
highfigfatiiig only the ulter¬ 
ior motive of a mere 
hatylfof- 

Or V.V. Lsknluitliiar- 
Nurskg Home, 

GalpaCk' 


Increasing Public 
Awareness 

‘Gettmg Away with Murder 
(And Sex)' (fanuary 14) 
was very timely specially 
when more and more un¬ 
censored footage k being 
added to NRI films. 

Police vigil can only 
check this temporarily. To 
end this, a complete 
' dwnge of attitude among 
the public is required. The 
! censors do not allow an 
aesthetically shot tovemak- 
mg scene, but wdl allow 
vulgar, semi-nude scenes 
m filnis like/a warn Kijalwe 
and KhuS Khidki. It is high 
tune that the censors, too, 
did something positive in 
this direction. 

J. Sarkar, 

Calcutta 

Misguified 

The stmmy petrel of the 
commumst movement in 
the seventies, Azizul Ha- 
remains a omtrover- 
^ character even today 
('Distant Thunder*, January 
i4). We kxk forWd to 
more such political features 
in the Cokw Magazine. 
Raja CtaatterjM, 
Jalpaiguri 

■ What inspired you to 
waste paper, time and 
energy on Azizul Haque 
just to make us understand 
that he is something of 
vahie? lyhat k hk sacri¬ 
fice? What has he deme for 
the people? Who has bene¬ 
fited by hk and his gang’s 
misdeeds? 

He was a misguided, 
self-made demagogue re- 
sponskle for leadkg astray 
a bunch of dreamy-eyed 
young men and for murder¬ 
ing many innoc^ people 
and thus mflicting misery 
OR many. Yet, he wants to 
chant the gos^ of Mao 
who k dead in his own 
country in every sense of 
wpnL 

SbritOgm, 

otf eu tta ' I 


TheTdegraj* 

11 MARCH 1990 



Every time Devi Lai 
opens his mouth, he puts his 
paonmtoit We take a close 
look at the Deputy Prune 
Munster’s ‘achievements’ 


Dr Raghavendra 
Gadagkar, a scientist from 
Bangiore, is on the verge of 
solvmg Darwm’s Paradox 
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■ ■ Gma Lollobngida, 

the Italian screen legend, was 
m India again and,for the first 
tune, visited Calcutta She 
talked on a wide range of 
subjects 


16 


■ Trans Himalayan 
Sikkun has you catching your 
breath with its spectacuto 
visual beauty A photofeature 




■ The question of 

whether the two Berlins 
should be reunified looms over 
Europe 
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CR V 



F or more than a lUO yearb it remained 
a paradox Something that confound 
ed even the great natural historian 
Charles Darwin l/ntil interest was re 
vived in the subject in the 19b0s and 
attempts were made to unravel the mys 
tery Inching closer towards what might 
be the final solution to the paradox is Dr 
Kaghavendra Gadagkar of the Indian Insti 
tute of Science in Bangalore 

I he paradox was the presence of neu 
ters or sterile females in insect societies 


The presence of sterile 


females in insect soaeties 


left a question mark over 


Darwin’s Theory of 


atural SelectioiL After a 


decade of painstakin 


Oadagkar stepped in ‘Pure mathematics 
and natural histmy seemed to me two 
extreme ways of looking at it * took the 
via media ' 

Social insects, namely ants wasps 
termites and even the highly organised 
honeybees are distinguished as a group by 
several common traits Individuals of the 
same species cooperate in canng for the 
young and there is reproductive division 
of labour with stenie individuals working 
for fertile ones Overlapping generations 



Gadagkar and his custom-built 


research, Kaghavendra 
Gadagkar seems on the 
verge of solving the 
century-old paradox. 
SARITHA RAl met the 
Bangalore-based scientist 

Darwin was quick to recognise the 
problem Said he in his classic treatise on 
evolution The Origin of Speue<^ pub 
hshed in 1859 The neuters among in 
sects often differ widely in instinct and 
structure from both the males and fertile 
females and yet from being sterile they 


(ontnbute to colony labour and offspring 
assist parents during some period or an 
other in their lives 

Darwin had examined the case of stenie 
or working ants in his book and had been 
struck by two overwhelming facts If fit¬ 
ness were measured by the number of 
offspnng, then by the Law of Natural 
Solution (survival of the fittest), the ster¬ 
ile slaves should have disappeared from 
the face of the earth Again, working ants 
differed widely fi'om the males and the 
fertile females ui structure The shape of 
the thorax was not the same, they were 
wmgless and, in some cases, eyeless, 
their instmcts differed 

iVith the working ant we have an 
msect diffenng greatly from its parents 
yet absolutely sterile Darwin pondered 


wasp cage 

For a while it seemed to Charles Darwin 
as if decades of hard work travels all over 
the world and painstaking research would 
all tome to nought Darwin had met in the 
muter insects the greatest challenge to 
his Theory of Natural Selection I he law 
Itself had exploded suddenly into public 
controversy and promised to revolutionise 
the face of science and yet there was this 
hitch 


cannot propagate their own kind This 
special difficulty threatened to be fatal to 
his revolutionary theory itself—that orga 
nic beings multiply vary let the strongest 
live and the weakest die 
A century after Darwin recognised the 
paradox in the late 1960s scientists in the 
West began to take a good look at the 
problem Pure mathematicians and natural 
historians examined the paiadox to work 
out possible solutions I hat was when Dr 


so that It could never have transmitted 
successively acquired modifications of 
structure and instinct to its progeny ’ He 
knew that the facts were well established 
but adnutted thankfully that they did not 
completely annihilate his theory 
Researchers did not pay explicit atten¬ 
tion to the second part of Darwin s Para¬ 
dox m the hope that a solution to the first 
part of the paradox would automatically 
extend to the second When Dr Gadagkar 
















took up the research, he discarded 
thoujthts of studying honeybees and ants 
because they seemed already locked into 
the social system. “Ants have been hi^y 
euaodal for millions of years. If I were 
to find out the reasons now, they may not 
be the same reasons ^y they became 
euBodal so many years ago." Gadagkar 
thus, chose wasps which seemed to be on 
the threshold of the social system—some 
suited off as solitary in^duals and 
evolved into highly complicated colonies. 

Ten years ago, when Dr Gadagkar first 
started his study of social wasps (Genus 
nopilidJa), very little was known ghout 
them. "Darwin’s own crude solution to the 
paradox was that the Law of Natural 
Selection extended to insect colonies by 
being the survival of the fittest colony and 
not necessarily the survival of the fittest 
individual. But this was hardly con¬ 
vincing.” 

The tiny ‘paper wasps' are a fairly 
common Indi^ species. These insects 
derive their name from the fact that their 
nests are made not from wax but from 
fibres scraped from twigs and leaves, 
chewed with their secretions and con¬ 
verted into pulp. If one were to chart'out 
the course of evolution, these wasps had 
certainly learnt to make paper much be¬ 
fore mankind discovered the method. The 
nests of these wasps consist of small 
hexagonal structures suspended from 
trees. Eggs are laid in cells, hatch into 
larvae and these are fed by adult slaves. 
The insects are entirely carnivorous, their 
food mainly consisting of spiders and other 


The larvae hatch into pupae which 
produce sift and close the cell in which 
they undergo transformation. A new col¬ 
ony of wasps could be built fircm a single 
solitary female wasp or a group of females. 
Males do no work for the colony, they only 
mate and die. As such they are not an 
integral part of the social organisation. 
What caused problems for researchers 
was the peculiar fact that among social 
wasps, fertile females can produce 
offspring without mating. The unfertilised 
eggs grew up into male wasps and the 
fertilised into females. Even after a fertile 
female mated, she could store the sperms 
in her body and fertilise chosen eggs to 
produce sons and daughters by choice. 

Dr Gadagkar was convinced that the 
key to Darwin’s Paradox lay in finding out 
how one social irasp differed from another 
in a colony. And whether these differences 
had anything to do with deciding which 
individual became a queen and which a 
worker. He started his work at the Centre 
for Ecological Sciences' laboratory where 
he reared social wasps in custrxn-built 
cages. Each was in a cage marked with a 
small spot of coloured paint to distinguish 
it and give it an identity. 

<<'T'his was the turning point. It opened 
JL a new scene altogether and the 
whole thing became suddenly interesting." 
Dr Gadagkar spent hours watching natural 
wasp colonies often bothered by curious 
onlookers. Painstaking hours of work 
sometimes went waste when whole col¬ 
onies disappeared overnight, destroyed by 
predators. Dr Gadagkar broke general 
tradition and decided to treat all colony 


inmates similarly whether queen or 
worker. 

Even in the sixties, some faas had 
already been realised about social insects. 
Based on this, three solutions had been 
forwarded to solve Darwin’s Paradox. 'The 
first such was known as Hamilton’s 
Theory of Kin Selection. Hamilton prop¬ 
ounded that animals sacrificed their own 
personal fitness for the sake of close blood 
relations. His theory was explained be¬ 
cause a worker fem^ would have 75 per 
cent of the chromosrxnes from her mother 
in common with her sisters but only 50 per 
cent in her sons or dau^ters. So, a female 
worker was better off looking after her 
sisters in a colony than going off on her 
own, to produce offspring. Ifemiiton thus 
said that ’altruism’ was not contrary to 
Darwiiv’s Theory of Natural Selection. 

Another theory that attempted to solve 
the paradox was the Theory of Parental 
Manipulation—that individuals were being 
manipulated into being sterile slaves and 
that they were oppressed. Wotkers do not 
gain from being a part of the colony. Yet 
another theory was that a lot of social 
species are not completely sterile but they 
come together for mutual benefit. This 
way they are better off than when they 
live in a solitary state. 

In order to test these theories. Or 
Gadagkar decided to proportion how every 
individual in the nest spent its time. These 
proportions Dr Gadagkar called 'time 
activity budgets’. By computing data he 
found that every colony had three different 
kind of animals—sitters, who spent a lot of 
time sitting around doing nothing; fifditers. 



A chart drasni by Dr Gadagkar 
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who not only guarded the next against 
outside danger but also fought with others 
in the colony; and foragers who spent a lot 
of time going outside foraging for food and 
water. The only exception was the 
queen—only she laid eggs and only she 
never left the nest. 

In the species Dr Gadagkar studied, the 


queen always was a ‘sitter’. He hypothe¬ 
sised that the queen was conserving all her 
energies towards breeding. The other 
sitters were hopeful of becoming the 
queen one day and therefore, were also 
conserving energy. The fighters had p-eat 
selfish interest and were using a 

different way of getting to the top. "It was 


the foragers who had the least chance of 
becoming the queen and were left with the 
riskiest job.” Dr Gadagkar tried a simple 
experiment on the colony; he removed the 
queen from the nest. Overnight, there 
was a very smooth transition and another 
individual had taken over. 

The Hamilton Kin Selection Theory was 
discarded by Dr Gadagkar because he 
deduced that if the queen mated with 
different males, the female slaves would 
be half-sisters rather than full sisters. 
“This way there is not much more related¬ 
ness between sisters than between a 
motjier and her offspring. ”*Aiso, indi¬ 
viduals in a nest were not capable of 
distinguishing between sisters and half- 
sisters. 

'Fhe theory about oppression of indi¬ 
viduals and their being made slaves also 
did not jell. "Roughly half the females in a 
colony are bom capable of laying eggs. But 
it is only a small one per cent which 
ultimately become the queens.” Even the 
mutualism theory could not hold good 
I because of the simple fact that mutualism 
could not give nse to sterile animals. 

Instead, Dr Gadagkar has now come up 
with a theory in which he describes what 
might have been the root of social evolu¬ 
tion. In the first ‘gambling stage’, if two 
animals came together to form a nest, he 
says, they gambled on who would be 
queen. An average gambler would do 
better than a non-gambler in terms of the 
offspring produced. Then, cheaters 
evolved in the ‘manipulation stage’. "Once 
group living is established, the stage is set 
for manipulation. Accidental variations in 
food supply leading to sub-fertility can be 
exploited.” 

As manipulation became increasingly 
effective, benefits of group living became 
increasingly unavailable to some indi¬ 
viduals who began to lose reproductive 
options and got trapped into worker roles. 

It is precisely at this stage that the ability 
to recognise and give preferential aid to 
closer relatives began to have value, 
'fhis Dr Gadagkar called the ‘recognition’ 
stage. 

His 10 years of research have led Dr 
Gadagkar to this postulate that seems to 
explain the origin ofeusociality.As he says, 
"My solution envisages a scenario which 
stains by present'known facts and which 
can be tested in case more facts come to 
liidit in future.” He is now working out a 
mathematicai model on a computer on the 
very simple advanu^e a worker has in a 
social group that no solitary individual can 
have. "When a single individual tries to 
bring up her offspring, she has to survive 
till the lifecycle of the egg is complete. 
Otherwise, the whole-exercise is point¬ 
less. Whereas in a group, another worker 
can take over easily. I am now trying to 
look at this advanta^, mathematically and 
quantitatively.” ■ 


‘HOSir OF llr CHILDHOOD WAS 
SFENtni CHASING DISEGTS’ 


fakn, she 

.wontd 1 ^ hiiii in ihit «yc. 

Time,’ Dr Bai^cndn Gadagkar 
may be wdl$pi^ way to solving the 
13^year Oahrin’s Paradox, but the 
reason why tie first chose to research 
insects was simple. "Insects were thp 
ea^t anumds to get hcM of for 
study..,1 could raich them and kill 
them." 

Seriously though. Dr Gadagkar de-, 
sq^s his interest in.ins^s as a; 

extension of Us bc^ a science 
iftek. For, as kmy as lye remenriiefB 
hie was interested m sdeike general 
. -.ilMh future ip particular. |‘Mo||t ofmy 
was qjent m chuifig Meets, 
cPiMW tac^iioles and ittudymg pond- 
twar m the rhicroscope (rad.tnifit fbr 
■■;myaetf." 

Vj, U. was iwt any pmt of his formal 
that inspirql bin fo idioose 
caiwer in ecofogical sciences. On 
* mtepfArtay, he drew Mpiri^ from 
UttthavB tm iHfo his spare tune—like 
M^'Ntr school science ex- 
' more ftm than study 

afl4 tten.Oi^ C^ltkar had decided 
, to take dpr.the Nalional^^ac^ Talent 
examlniition; this ii^^timi^ the fun 
and also earned Mna S 'schobii^ to 

‘ Ducl^ the five aubsc^^ie^-years of 
Zoning at Ceatral CoAeg^ Baiwdore 
'Pr^daidiV! decided that two thihi^ 
hitereated hkn—anmal behaviour and 
molecular bioi^. "People thought 
. ^ strwae bedidse very few peo^ 
si;iidy boUithese ddigs together. But 1 
‘ ;^iiMMecidcd that my caiWee .iao^ 


J to the Win bisff- 
miiadf.BdarihelorafIdh AMkeMdf 
site resdardi bistituttB hwf no regular 
fcaeat^ SVM^ ||t ai^nai behaviour. 
Ttey bad onijr one setf (hat year for a 
Rib in mofecMc iaoiogy. they 
fj%sd ,it t 9 .i|», .r.scoepttti im- 



keen-mtereatkii fhe study of wasps. On 
Sundays, he wtxdd be oh the campus 
las abna mater, 'Central CoBege, by sbe 
in the morning, ‘1 used to bribe the 
watchiMan into letting me m so I could 
watdi the natural wasp nests in there, ‘' 

The first tha^a PhD from the Indian 
fmftitute of Sdmee generally .does as 
soon as he gets his doctorate is buy 
himself an alriine ticket to the West. 
But not Or Gadagkar. He rebefled 
agaiilst the system aid decided diat if 
be toiA a pc^f-doctoral feBow^ H 
would be at, the institiife seU. it was 
tfttis that he launched into at mitial 
five-year atu^ on wasps. . 

Jbe decmcA.ifot to go westwards 
lAimatw pro^ to be a biess^ in 
demise fcH’ hinL "Instead of reaifit^ all 
the material aid being trained by ex¬ 
perienced peqiie atong beaten paths, 1 
found mysetf setting df on my own. 
My different approach tedd me a whole 
kg of different things. ” Along the way. 
th* Gadagkq deci^ that it was the 
Indian system that has stopp^ more 
' scientfets from, looking at things dif¬ 
ferently. 

"For example, take any high school 
textbook iti physics, citomistry, 
mathematks or bMogy. You wili see 
that the 2fith century Indian contribu¬ 
tion in any of time fields is nil. Tliis 
was terribly demoralising for me as a 
kid.” Dr Gadsg^f.feels that there is a 
lot that is wroi^ with science in India. 
“It is important to dfffefentiate be¬ 
tween- sdence to alleviate hunun suf- 
ferk^ and science to advance frontiers 
of Immap knowfedge- Unfortunately, in 
Imfia we coofese the two and use the 
a»ne qipraachear.to research them.” 

' . Wut (hives. Or. Gadagkq today, is 
partly that he concbicta his research 
the way lie thiidu science should be 
done. It is also the fesdnation wasps 
have for lam.' At the rate he is. 
nothing it seems will stopl^. “I 
thir« I do bdngs up mane' 
the number of thw 
■imtoed Is nmfer goai)g,| 







M Rid a falling apple 
■factually inspire Sir 
Isaac Newton’s theory of 
gravity?" asks Chandan 
Bagchi, Calcutta. 

Sir Isaac Newton was tak¬ 
ing tea under the apple trees 
in the family gardens at 
Woolsthoipe one summer's 
afternoon in 1665 when an 
apple fell from an overhang- 
irig branch, plunked him on 
the head, and Immediately 
provided the inspiration for 
his taw of gravitation Or so 
the story goes It may indeed 
have happened that way, but 
no one knows for certain 
Even the famed British astro¬ 
nomer, Sir Harold Spencer 
Jones, who publicly stated 
that the story was prob¬ 
ably true, later recanted, not¬ 
ing that “one cannot be sure 
either way" 

The story of Newton s ap¬ 
ple first appears in Voltaire s 
Elements de la Philosophie 
de Newton, published in 
1736, long after the great 
English mathematician had 
died and 73 years from the 
time the disputed apple fell 
Voltaire admired Sir Isaac 
and his theories 
tremendously and offered a 
dear, penetrating interpreta¬ 
tion of his teachings But his 
only source for the apple 
story was Sir Isaac's niece, 
Cathenne Barton Conduitt, 
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* Fro llOt Queatfon: Very recently, a new 
word has been coined with regard to 
computers—Caraehute. What does n 
Wgj y mean? 

(Sanjay Prasad, Management Services, 

-L-^—Telco, Jamshedpur 831010). 

Ana. In this age of computer viruses, Sangeals da 
Sade, an engineer, noticed characters falling 
vertically down to the base of the terminal 
screen. He named H Caraehute meaning fall 
(chute) of characters (caracteres). 


Another bit of evidence, 
one that is taken quite 
seriously by the story's 
adherents, IS Rev William 
Stukely's biography of New¬ 
ton, written in 1752 though 
unpublished, mysteriously, 
until 1936 Stukely, a physi¬ 
cian, dene, and prominent 
antiquarian, wrote that he 
was once enjoying afterrKion 
tea with Sir Isaac amid the 
Wodsthorpe apple trees 
when the mathematiaan re¬ 
minisced that “he was just in 
the same situation as, when, 
fonnerly, the notion of gra¬ 
vitation came into his mind It 
was occasioned by the fall of 
an apple as he sat in a 
contemplative irwod ” Note, 
however, that Stukely did not 
daim to have witnessed the 
apple incident first hand 
Meanwhile, Important early 



Sir Isaac Newton 


who had mamed one of her 
unde s closest associates 
She and her husband lived 
with and kept house for New¬ 
ton in his declining years 


biographies of Newton by 
Pemberton, Whiston, and 
Cdm Madaunn include no 
mention of the ancedote at 
an And the great German 
astronomer, Karl Fnednch 
Gauss, thought the story too 
ludicrous for words “Un¬ 
doubtedly," he once 
hypothesised, “the occurr¬ 
ence was something of this 
sort: There comes to Newton 
a stupid importunate man, 
who asks Nm how he hit 
upon his great discovery 
Newton wanted to get nd of 
the man (and) told him that 
wi apple fell on Ns nose, and 
tNs mads the matlef quite 
dear to the man, and he 
went away satisfied" 

In all fairness. It should be 
noted that the Babson Insti¬ 
tute in Wellesley, Mas- 
sachussettes, USA daims to 
own a fruit-bearing tree 
grafted from the one that 
figured so crucially in New¬ 
ton's tNnking The institute 
was founded by Roger W 
Babson, the man who made 
the study of gravity and the 
quest for an antigravity 
machine his life's work Also 
on display on the Babson 
campus IS Sir Isaac's bed, 
whose significance should 
be readily obvious It was 
only the force of gravity 
which allowed Sir Isaac to 
rest on It 


QUESTIONS 


1. WhM waa Bharatiyvn 
'89? (RiazUI Arffo, Cafoutta 
14) 

What la the fun name of 
ttie fhdlan pop star Remo 
Rsenandes? (Bailesh Kr 
SMt>BITjBindii), 
f. Riped jwbirand 
ViANtQoniiA(hBataiav 
jMMd ind |fmnoveis.But 
i«nfnoi%fini6ut(orfliv 

jNBMMiboul ^ Woddv^l 
MilBh ii»M tdiiis) info art‘^ 
CkHdr^WtoinQ fBrn. VlftKi aen 
ITf^Mncba KrGuni, 8am- 

/pA^oountdaa share 
iMwdgaatdQNfoiMM 


8. Who gave Nrth to Apollo 
and Artemis, the twjn cNI- 
(ken of Zeus, and where? 
(Shabbir Ahmed, Calcutta 
14) 

8 . What Is scopophobia? 
(An)tfiava Datta, Calcutta 
31) 

7. Where was India's high¬ 
est polling statloh In the elec¬ 
tions to the 9th tok Sabha? 
(^idtfoadev Mdter, Sambai- 
pw28) 

8 . VtnilchdIctBtorofacoun- 
by oonferrsdon himself titles 
Ime‘The genius of the Car- 
pMhlans', The Danube of 
mbught,’ ‘The guide and 
sentinel of socialism'? (Oipti- 
Kaida Thakur, Burls) 

9. In World War II what was 
caiad the "Land of No Fu- 


Jharsuguda9 

18.8tMe the theory of dop- 
peigangera. (Bitemam An- 
jum, Cweutta 19) 


ANSWERS 






OrnpraMa^Rao, 


pooiqA4ps«ai«run Ajamue 
uoaiad a-^wDueBMioop) 
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ajeqMauloe‘iwq sn JO Moae 
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noseoneaoeatOMOjN 
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-xepuf paaodapaiu Y 
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jatpauHHUiuqitiH 
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atsflH *0001011 ami *2 

aboiiaJdaieo Ajeuaiuao 
njMON atg 10 uojaniouoo 
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am « 6 f ‘trl JOqureAONUO 

mjeo MSN TBhjpatS h9<aN 

ippaqaiwsr sigie naiiiapiia 











TAURUS 




Chandigarh journalist loves relat¬ 
ing an interesting little tale about 
X X his interview with Chaudhary 
Devi Lai. This happened when he was still 
chief minister of Haryana, much before he 
had elevated himself to Tat^i status in a 
blink of statesmanship, leaving tfK reins of 
the nation magnanimously in the hands of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh that surcharged 
afternoon in the Central Hall of Parliament. 

Chandra Shekhar had, of course, 
tumeiT around and called it a last-minute 
fraud. There had been an agreement on 
keeping the prime ministership from V.P. 


Enter, Devi Lai. And 
watch the china in the 


ISJH 


THAKUR on the m 
mantn, a man 
who has his fist where his 
mouth is 


Singh; Devi Lai had conspired to stab him 
in the back. But according to Chaudhary- 
saheb, it was nothing as complicated. 
"Yes, there was such an agreement with 
Chandra Shekhar,” he explained, "But I 
changed my mind on the •way to this 
meeting. One has to accept the people’s 
verdict.” The next morning,Tau, the great 
self-effacing patriarch, also accepted the 
deputy prime ministership in all humility. 
Presi^nt R. Venkataraman had perhaps 
not been properly briefed on Tau’s official 
desigiution so he kept insisting on admi¬ 
nistering him the oath as a mere minister. 
How annoying! But then, how politely did 
Tau overlook the President’s ignorance. 
Every time the President said mantri, 
Tau said up-pradhan mantri until the Presi¬ 
dent got the subtle signal. 

But to come back to the Chandigarh 
journalist’s story, the interview had been 
fixed for one afternoon in Chaudfiary- 
saheb’s office. There is a large ante-room 
behind the chief minister’s chamber in 
which Chaudharysaheb used to take his 
mandatory afternoon nap and it was to this 
room that the journalist was ushered. 
Chaudharysaheb lay sprawled on a huge 
divan and, without wasting much precious 
time on ceremony, asked him to shoot. 
The interview proceeded. By and by the 
questions came to charges of nep^ism 
against him. "What nepotism? Explain,” 
demanded the chief minister and an ex¬ 
planation was duly furnished—names of 
sons and sundry relatives in important 
positions. "Oh, you mean that,” the chief 
minister remarked and, adjusting his pil¬ 
low, turned his face towards the wall and 
went off to sleep. But before the journalist 
could be so rude as to shake him awake, 
the chief minister’s aides intervened: 
“Please do not disturb him now,”, they 
pleaded. "But,” protested the journalist, 
"what about my interview, I have a 
deadline”..."But don’t you see, he is 
asleep.” The journalist wasn’t quite sure 
and felt that the chief minister was only 
pretending because he had been asked an 
inconvenient question. But truly, that is 
not the case, the officials explained, 
Chaudharysaheb is not exactly young and 
in addition to the burdens of Haryana he 
has taken upon himself the task of listening 
to the woes of people in other states for 
which he has to make these tiring aircraft 
jot^eys. Besides, thore is the responsi¬ 
bility of uniting the Opposition; he seldom 
gets time to rest because he is seldom in 







Chandigarh. 

Now, even if this wasn’t the only reason 
isn’t it only fair that just as the journalist 
had the right to choose what question to 
ask. Chaudharysaheb had the right to 
choose which one to answer? Politicians in 
similar situations have turned abusive, 
they have had people thrown out. 
threatened them with the gun. Tau jusf 
turned his face and went off to sleep. 

And then, Tau has never been overly 
enamoured of the press and says so. "Why 
attach such importance to newspapers’ 
They are read every morning and sold as 
raddi every afternoon.” It is another 
matter, though, that all through his early 
morning perambulation of the Haryana 
Bhavan terrace in New Delhi, an assistant 
follows him diligently reading out all that 
the newspapers have written about him. 

Pewle pick on almost anything to get at 
Tau. For instance, they have begun to say 
all kinds of things about why he chouses to 


stay in Haryana Bhavan even though he is 
the deputy Prime Minister. The most 
uncharitable of all the things being said is 
that he hasn't moved because now that 7, 
Race Course Road has been taken by V.P. 
Singh, they cannot find a bungalow fitting 
Tau’s stature. Actually he is a man of very 
simple tastes and finds everything pro¬ 
vided for in Haryana Bhavan. All those 
weekends spent at resorts like Sohna and 
Suraj Kund and Momi Hill are only meant 
to provide some comfort to colleagues and 
a bit of an outing for journalists on the job. 
Otherwise, it is such a great bother 
moving—all the resorts do not even have 
the seven-foot beds and seven-and-a-half- 
foot quilts that Tau needs to stretch out 
(tall leader, after all). But he is a good 
host, always ready to lay out the red 
carpet. Journalists once asked him if the 
government had made arrangements for 
them at the annud Kurukeshtra fair and he 
replied: "Oh. but people go there to wash 


their sms. 1 have made arrangements for 
Bhajan Lai, you see I take care of even my 
enemies.” 

hajan Lai may have come to perso¬ 
nify the popular and enriching 
culture that goes by the name of Aya-Ram- 
Gaya-Ram but in aU fairness, the credit for 
fashioning it should go to Tau. Btuyan Lai, 
typically, hijacked it from him. Rao Biren- 
dra Singh, former foe and present friend of 
Tau, has a story to tell about how this 
culture was bom. 'The scene was a sprawl¬ 
ing bungalow in New Delhi’s Maharani 
Bagh which belonged to a real estate 
operator, a get-rich-quick man with splen¬ 
did connections in high places. His house 
was a favourite rendezvous of the higji and 
mighty—ministers, governors, ambassa¬ 
dors, bureaucrats, a cosy nook from 
prying eyes. One day Rao Birendra Sinid> 
was invited to dinner by the gentleman and 
the firjt person he saw on arriving was 
none other than Tau. He wanted to 









leave immediately for he held “that man 
Devi Lai" responsible for conspiring to 
oust him from the Pratap Singh Kairon 
ministry in the United Punjab days. But 
the host and Devi Lai insisted that he must 
stay, this was a social occasion, they 
would not discuss politics. ^ 

A few minutes later they were doing 
just that. The host was pleading with Rao 
to let bygones be bygones. “Devi Lai is 
fully with you, the real thing is to bring 
dov.-n the government of Blugwat Dayai 
Sharma (then chief minister of 
Haryana)...Devi Lai is ready to swear his 
loyalty to you here and now...he will do 
anything you want him to..." The hulking 
Jat from Hissar sat by quietly, looking the 
very picture of remorse and contrition. 
Indeed, he was ready to make amends and 
swear his loyalty to Rao Birendra and 
before Rao Birendra could even respond, 
Devi Lai darted out of the room to return a 
few minutes later with a glass container 
full of what he promised was gangqja/ and 
some lumps of salt on a plate. 

Ilien began the solemn oath ceremony. 

Devi Lai came forward and one by one 
began dropping the lumps of salt into the 


water. As the lumps dissolved, Devi Lai 
intoned: “I, Devi Lai, swear in the name of 
God that if I do not remain loyal to Rao 
Birendra Singh, may my body dissolve and 
perish just ike these salt pieces in the 
g^g^al” Taken in by the solemnity, 
Birendra Rao asked Devi Lai what his 
price was. How indecent of Rao Birendra 
to even ask such a question of a man who 
was making such a selfless gesture. "We 
have no terms," repBed Devi Lai. “Just get 
rid of Bhagwat Dayai Sharma." But since 
Rao Birendra would not believe turn and 
pressed on, Devi Lai finally relented, 
“Well, if you think it right, give Chand 
Ram a ministership." 

The deal was struck and shortly the 
13-day-old ministry of Bhagwat Dayai 
Sharma had fallen. Rao Birendra was 
sworn in chief minister and Devi Lai made 
each minister of his group—by this time he 
had managed to get three of his men 
in—take the salt-and-gaqgaja/ oath in pub¬ 
lic. But soon Tau realised that Rao Biren¬ 
dra Singh was not serving Haryana’s cause 
well. Besides, he had not even agreed to 
give his man the industry portfolio. So in 
the interests of Haryana and industry. 
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Devi Lai decided to get nd of Rao Biren¬ 
dra. He began consorting with Bhagwat 
Dayai Sharma again arid promised to 
withdraw his support to Rao Birendra. As 
always, he had no demands, his only 
interest was to save Haryana by brin^g 
down Rao Birendra. And live up to his 
promise he did. Tau has never betrayed 
his friends, only changed them from time 
to time to suit larger interests. 

.Take Hemavati Nandan Bahuguna. Af¬ 
ter the split with Ajit Singh in 1987, 
Chaudharysaheb gave Bahuguna the presi¬ 
dentship of what was then the Lok Dal and 
called him the great hope of the future. 
After Ajit Singh began calling his ^up 
Lok Dal (Ajit) he responded appropriately 
and even allowed the suffix ‘B’ (for Bahu¬ 
guna) to be attached to the name of the 
p^y. Some months later, after he had 
blitzkiieged Haryana and had been en¬ 
throned, Jie was abusing him. ("What 
abuses," the late Bahuguna used to say in 
disbelief, “The worst things you can un- 
agine, and on the phone. Not even the 
decency to abuse in private.") “There is 
no Lok Dal A or B, or C, ” he declared one 
day, "there is'only’one Lok Dal and that is 
Lok Dal D. D for Devi Lai.” 
j; But Tau was forced to do it. Could the 
f Janata Dal have been a reality if he hadn’t 
f showered all those abuses on Bahuguna? 
i After all, weren’t he and Chandra Shekhar 
acting unnecessarily coy about going hand- 
in-hand with other parties? Weren’t they 
quibbling over petty details? They had to 
be called kalnemis and Congress agents. 
All’s fair in the war for unity (and, perhaps, 
in the love for Chautala). And after all, 
what are a few abuses and allegations 
between friends. Look at Chandra 
Shekhar, he hasn’t taken it to heart. He 
even supported Tau when it came to 
savuig Om Prakash Chautala’s skin when 
anti-family forces ganged up to demand his 
removal for holding a “largely peaceful” 
poll in Meham. Look at Rao Birendra 
Singh—he is back to bemg blends again. 
Indeed, he is almost beholden to Tau for 
making him a Janata Dal MP from 
Haryana. 

Raosaheb might now squirm at hearing 
his own salt-and-ganglia? story but Tau 
has never denied it. Tau never denies 
what is true. Like he never denies that 
Om Prakash Chautala was caught at the 
Palam Airport during the Janata govern¬ 
ment days trying to smuggle in watches. 
He disowned Chautala in public, embraced 
him in private and later defended him. 
"You see the clever ones always get away 
with these things, the fools and simpletons 
get caught. Ciuutala is a simpleton,” he 
said. Even on Mehaiit;’ he has not once 
sought to deny that there was unpre¬ 
cedented rigging and violence. Tau's only 
point is that his worthy son and chief 
minister, Om Prakash Chautala, was not 





Making maytoam while the son shiaet 


I t is not unusual for Om Pr^cash 
Chautala to put hn father in a spot 
and then rely tm his influence to baO 
him out. He is to Devi Lai what his heel 
was to AchQles. Apart from the now- 
famous watch-smuggling incident, 
there have been at least three other 
occasions udien Chautala has caused 
pubhc embarrassment to Devi LaL 
In January 1981, he was arrested in 
Yamunanagar on cluu-ges of embezzling 
Kisan Sammelan funds; in February 
1984, he was booked under the Arms 
Act hi Hanumangarh; and then hn- 
mediately after Devi Lai became chief 
minister ot Haryana for the second 
tee in 1987, the Haryana Urban De¬ 
velopment Authority (HUDA) land 
scan^ broke out in, udiidi Chautala 
was alleged to have colluded with offi- 
daia.tb artificially reduce devekpRient • 
efaaiips for some Defoi-based cokmis- 
AtH IAS officer, itS. Mafii. was 
. kuapetufod due tolte.fileged fatelwe*' 
meat hi the ouitti-craMf wndal, hiA 
GhMtde renmimd teoadied, thonii 
Ms afaeady sullied image todc a foither 
beethig. 

' Si(t then, Chautala has never teaib'. 
:$aied tob mocb for Ms public Ifow. as 
kiig as he had ths' powet and irthat- 
. comes with it. No wonder hcf has nerer 


won an eWtion since 1968 vdien he 
was returned to the Haryana Annndily 
from Elenabad. Unhke Ms father, he 
has never been a leader with any mass 
following, but more than makes up for 
it with his talent for political Mawnail 
and backroom manoeuvring. Known to 
be arrogant, brash and ruthless, 
Chautala has not reafly endeared him¬ 
self to colleagues in Haryana either. 
Younger brother and arch political riv¬ 
al, Raal^ Simdi, has in foct-done much 
better in ^t department whh his soft, 
genia] ap(»'oadi but Chautala has al¬ 
ways had the upper hand for he has the 
tfoilky to browbeat even his detmctmrs 
intb supporting Mm. 

After the Meham episode, for inst¬ 
ance, a majority of Janata DM legisla- 
tors from Hai^na turned against him 
and were planning to simi a memonm- 
dum demanding tm he M replaoKl by 
Ranjit Singh. However, Chautala waa 
Mde to tit the scales ovonight and the 
Biimeieindum never saw the licJit (Si 
diy, 

Chautahi’a' Mggeet asset, however, 

M hM oVerpowermg' sway over Ms 
fotber/.lfad aecrist of which even clow , 
ai. ihi wonder aboiiL R 
dbifid hb as sk^ as a foter's liihd \ 
bvefoir'a favourite son. 


to blame. The whole thmg was a “con¬ 
spiracy to defome Chautala, my family and 
the Janata Dal headed by Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh.” 

T ed’s genuine love for Ms sons has 
often been misrepresented as nepot¬ 
ism. When has he gone out of Ms way to 
help them.^ Raiqit Singh has been pining to 
berame chief mmister of Haryw, but has 
Tau let his affections ccme in the way? 
Yes, the elder son, Om Prakash Chautala, 
is the chief minister but, as Tau is at pains 
to explain, that's not because Chautala is 
Ms son. "I wanted the state to be run 
effidentiy after I came to New DelM and 
Chautala simply happens to be the most 
effkdent man.” If you press on with the 
same question. Tau is most likely to retort 
saying, “Apne bete ko diief minister naSm 
banaoonga to kya ten bete ko cMef 
miraster banaoonga}” (Why shouldn’t I 
make my son the cMef mmister; should I 
instead make your son the chief minister?) 
What kind of father would he be if he 
couldn’t do something for Ms children? He 
even did 

something for Ms third son, Pratap bmgh, 
who had spent the entire period of the 
Haryana election campaign in Bansi Lai's 
lap, firing salvos at Devi Lai; but the 
moment Chaudharysaheb became chief 
minister, Pratap came seeking forgive¬ 
ness. Devi Lai granted that and more—he 
made Pratap chairman of the Haryana 
Tourism Development Corporation. V^en 
asked why he had done so, he said, “Wah 
party ke khM bahut baat karts tha. Uska 
munh band karne ke liye, kursi de di ’’ (He 
used to talk a lot against the party, 1 gave 
him a position to shut Mm up ). 

But people continue to berate Tau for 
being a feudal Jat patriarch. And onto tMs 
they pin a whole lot of other labels like 
rustic, illiteate, farmer, whkii they think 
are uncomplimentary. They do not realise, 
perhaps, that Tau takes great pride in 
being called a IMmer, a son of the soil. He 
wouM, in fact, take great umbrage at being 
called a suave, urbane inteilectuai. As for 
the charge of being illiterate, he would 
rather let Ms record speak for Mm. TMs is 
the same man who talked of “turning into 
Cory Aquino and making a Marcos out of 
l^iv” during Ms triumphant nyay yu^ in 
Haryana, the same man who later said he 
would ring New DeiM with Ms “seventh 
fleet" if Haryana’s share of water was 
taken away under the Puitjab accord. 

Only someone well aware of the world 
around him could have used the$e 
metaphors to such eftect. Some of Ms 
more illustrious colleagues in the past 
might not have known where to place 
Cuba on the map but Tau knew immediate- 
iy which Erection he was headed in when 
he was aMied to go to Australia recently. 
And he taught the Australian former a 
Haryanvi ttkk or two on animal husbandry 
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during his tnp People might still joke 
about Chaudhaty Charan Singh's vision not 
going as for as the Vmdhyas, but nobody 
can say such things about Tau He has 
gone r^t round the globe to Disneyland 
and to Ohio, with which Haryana has 
chnched a state-to-state exchange prog¬ 
ramme deal And talking of Chaudhary 
Charan Smgh, Tau has taught him a lesson 
or two as well The Chaudhary wanted to 
contest the 1984 Lok Sabha from two 
ccmstituencies and had chosen Sonepat m 
addition to his home seatf Baghpat But 
Tau didn't like the idea too much, it cM not 
befit a man of Chaudhary Charw Singh's 
stature to stand from two constituencies, 


It betrayed lack of confidence So he had 
the Chaudhary's Sonepat papers wrongly 
filled m Upon their rejection, Tau honseiif 
entered the fray from Sonepat Some are, 
of course, likeiy to jump at this and ask 
why Tau contested three Lok Sabha seats 
(Rohtak, Sikar and Ferozpur) in the 
November polls But that was not on 
account of any lack of confidence Having 
so endeared himself to the people of all 
three states he wanted to bestow on them 
the honour of having him as their repre- 
sentabve 

Nobody grudged him the three Lok 
Sabha seats for Tau had indeed contri¬ 
buted the most, both m terms of sweat 


I and resources first, the dirty job of 
I hammering the fractious Opposition mto 
one unit a^ then the taxing campaign m 
which Tau took the lead, using his state 
aircraft virtually as a bicycle for the sake of 
party and country. But once the hurly- 
buiiy was done and the Natuxial Front 
govenunent uistalled m power, some peo¬ 
ple withm the government begn saying 
that Tau had served his purpose and t)M It 
was now necessary to keep him “under 
check” Some indeed thought that he 
would immediately set about tarnishing the 
unage of the new government 6y deman- 
dmg the US ambassadorship, the vice- 
chancellorship of Delhi University and the 
chaumanship of the State Trading Cor¬ 
poration (STC) for close relatives or 
fiiends Now ttet he had moved to New 
Delhi, these were the kind of posts Tau 
could have placed at the service of his 
family How improper it would have been 
for hm to contuiue interfenng ui the a&urs 
of Haryana 

Even on the Pupiab issue he had begun 
to react as a truly national leader, nsmg 
above the parochial concerns of Haryana 
He had, for instance, stopped ratpidong 
about the water and temtonal disputes 
with Puiyab and was concentrating solely 
on the role of the Congress(I) in power 
He was only serving die mterests of the 
Janata Dal for had not the party run its 
endre campaign on the Congress-hatao 
slogan^ But hne were Dal leaders them¬ 
selves cntiasmg Tau for speaking consis- 
tendy agauist the Cmigressd) and ivovok- 
ing them to pull out of the all-party meet 
on Puiuab Tau would try to enha^ the 
credibility of the Dal by lampoonmg the 
CongressfD’s Puiqab pobcy and the next 
day the Dal spokesman would undo it all by 
issumg fresh mvitations to the Congress(I) 
to joui the all-party meet Instead of 
rewardnig hnn, the party began ignoring 
turn, they would allow hun to say all that he 
wanted to, but never follow the patriarch's 
path When dungs became too hot—as 
they did on the eve of Assembly elections 
whm Tau had begun making announce¬ 
ments on Puiuab ^s which he thought 
were conciliatory but which the party 
thou^t were unportune and rash—they 
packed turn off to Australia. Now that he is 
back from the most successful Australia 
tour that any Indian agriculture minister 
from Haryana with the surname Lai has 
had, they are working out devious plots on 
how to sideline him. 

Perhaps he could launch another nyay 
yudh in Haryana, is (Xie uncharitable 
suggestion Mer Meham, it is being said, 
Haryana is m parhculw need of ayay 
(justice) and who better to d^er it than 
Tau hunself. If last tune he captured the 
people’s imagination with the lo^waiver, 
this tune he could promise to waive 
dynastic rule m the state. ■ 
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H Pe may not be the (au of philoso- 
but that has never stcqiped 
the'Oej^y Prime hbnnter fiom drop- 

a bia own booie-grown gema—or 
1, depencSng on which way you 
Me M th em" -of wisdom at every 
rtunity. We present a 
I of Devi Lei's quotable 


Shanna got mamed m Hol- 
(Saadhi got rnarned ill Italy, 
Abdullah got manfod in Eng- 
people teve no finks wni 
TUa country belongs to its 
not to someone's m^ws. 


_ aqctMata is a hanryv's woric, 
k Kvory thousands of 
am sent to me by the people, 
iaapmuch momy, I don’t have 
eeeointa, 


^akWbaiiGoewasMberated, ItoidPan- 
4t|nni»tiai Nehru tfaid he had Ifiier- 
ntedfiacHa front ENfoW. ‘Whett wfli you 
fitente the InSsn Nntkmal Congi^ 
fMm the BidBa?’ I ssked. I foei tuqipy 
that SI Bkla has to e^ the 
fibbha heibing people, 

the pndtlem w^ people ei this 
bd^ahuguna and ^handea 
that they can new bp 
mnatod MPs or MLAa. So inaf 
Wde the Con a t i t u t i ot i to cotottdsad 
(Mjbtoate the patty. 

catted Btoaf Inf'Chiellptaiait 
^<ji|i)lpaBCMihimcfaeapnibihAefl 

Bw go(^ M denenUble, 
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cBti pkfced a rootless num hke 
Aron Sn# whose fother became a 
Cfatfodam 

jito dBnn db to laiMib varonyarebar 
doeoga yw ghto w antos^ 
«hsM|w, aidto nWpone 
Lbh Saldn 

n Can amnw im Ibqiv's pMsiml 
grondMnnr% mane? Nobody. Biff who 
knows Rajiv? Wioae Chaudhary is be? 

n Kfy on^MTiUhbs me Rs 2 L&iakha a 
yeir. J rtopoil^ yvfrh toe moo^. I 
dont acB bdiM iN CMidia ShehW. 

• The hnyer tM obwds toat Iwng 
aroimd yw bow, toe t^ggor toe 
leader you me. 

• To iy» Bbigm lai k» 
batata? (Sbcndd'I bam made 

Infa son atoed why 

he Hatoe Qm Pndrnh GhauM dik 

• Rejg^oiud parties have became 
irreievaito Cm a sfroiig rational pmty 
blm the Jarfto w frdi ymir hdRea 
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CONCENTRATION 




Aroop Datta saw 


ndian and German 


jainters working 


eacefull 
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1 The camp in progresb 

2 Brigitte T.A Tischier attends 
to a fine detail 

3. Sunil Das, the coordinator of the 
camp: Moments of relaxation 

4. G.R. Santoshat work 


A s part of the Wa/ and 
Pe<H e programme an 
Indo (jerman Artists Camp 
was held in the last week of 
February at Max Mueller Hha 
van Calcutta Eleven painters 
from India and two from (jer 
many participated each of 
them working on two can 
vases 

It was opt n house' for visi 
tors who could observe the 
painters at work and discuss 
the theme and their interpn ta 
tions Calcutta was rtpre 
sented by Piiitosh Sen Ritu 
Singh Shuvaprasanna and 
Sunil Dis the la>-t mentioned 
also coordinating the camp 
New Delhi sent Amitava Das 
P Khemraj and (j K Santosh 
while Hombays Badri 
Narayan Madras Alphonso A 
Doss Hyderabad s Surya Pra 
kash and Jaipur s V S Up 
adhyaya also put their brush to 
canvas Germany was repre 
sented by two women artiste 
fmo Sirnonyi and Brigitte 
1 A I ischler both Muuich 
based 

1 he final results will be ex 
hibited in other cities of the 
country and Germany as well 
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A t 63, Gina LoUobngida can still make 
you miss a beat Her lovely mane 
spilling over her shoulders, she 
exuded a red hot sensuality while she 
bared her mind for a couple of hours with 
journalists at a aty hotel the other day It 
was her first visit to Calcutta though she 
has been to India before 
The movie goddess had lost nothing of 
what she had 3U years ago when she was 
projected as one of the two great sex 
I symbols from Italy, the other one bemg 
Sophia Loren, of course An over- 
enthusiastic newsman wanted to know 
imore about her “mysterious beauty in 
'younger days’ and prompt was the retort 
’What about now’ Am I not young’ We’re 
always young ’’ 

The lines of age show, the bosom is not 
as full, she has a severe backache, but the 
penetrative look in the eyes is still there, 
so IS the full, red-lipped pout Gina has 
happy memories of her film career, which 
IS not exactly past her now, and remem 
bers how her fans appreciated her m 
Trapeze (1956), She Got What She Asked 
For (1963), Hotel Paradtso (1966), 
Womm of Straw (1964), and some other 
titles “which I forget” She keeps remind- 
mg you that the only apparent disadvan- 

MAMA 
MIA! 

tage of getting on in years is not fading 
beauty, but a Mng memory As an 
actress, however, she feels her best is yet 
to come “I'm not satisfied with what I’ve 
done I always wish to better my best ’’ 
She remembers her “friends and cos 
tars" vividly and says that the bigger they 
_were. the simpler they were at heart 
‘Rock Hudson, who starred with her m that 
runaway hit Come September, was "a 
very nice finend, warm and wonderful, it 
was fascinating to work with him" Show 
biz and stardom may be heady wme Gina 
agrees, "but the golden rule of success is 
to have your feet firmly on the ground" 
Perhaps this unassummg charactenstic 
made her one of the most popular mtema 
tional actresses of the post war penod 
Sometime in the seventies, Gina LoUob- 
ngida turned her passion to photography 
and this passion rose from her trainmg in 
pamtmg at the Accademia delle Belle Arti 
in Rome “As a young pamter, my 
teachers become my fans In fact, one of 
the teat hers lost his job for lookuig at me 
too much, ’ she gnnned If fate had not 



played its role, I would have continued 
studying sculpture and pamtmg " 

But fate did play a role when dmector 
Mano Costa spotted her on a street and 
offered her an extra’s job m films Gma 
LoUobngida never look^ back Her child¬ 
hood days were hard and life was res¬ 
tricted to “home, church and school" She 
added "In those days, gomg to films was 
almost a crime What an irony Many 
years later, I was to be there on the 
screen, actmg ’’ 

When Gina’s first book on photography, 
Itaba Mia, was pubbshed, many consi 
dered it a coup More than 30,000 copies 
were sold and jieople were askmg for 
more She later published two other 
photographic books. The Philippines and 
Manila, and chrected two documentanes. 
Portrait of Fidel (Castro) and The Phihp 
pines In between, she did a number of 
features for important publicaUons the 
world over, includmg mterviews with Cas¬ 
tro, Henry Kissmger, Paul Newman, Sal 
vador Dab and Indira Gandhi 
In India agam, Gma visited Calcutta for 
the first time a fortnight ago, and met 
Mother Teresa, presentmg her with a 
copy of Innocence, her forthcommg book 
of j^otographs on children and animals 
She found Calcutta “a aty of contrasts” 
andexplamed “You have the good and the 
bad on the same level There is so much 
help needed here I want to come back 
here soon ’’ 

G ma’s fascination for photography was 
perhaps a natural transition from being 
m front of the camera “Cmema was a 
great human experience,” she said, 
"which matured and enriched me m very 
many ways, but there it is the director 
who duects, guides and sometimes com¬ 
pels Photography is an expression which 
IS ail mine I am my own director and 
tbrect my own creativity through the 
pictures that I see I express and reabse 
myself through photography ’’ 

Gma IS an actress who bebeves m 
spontaneity and her current mterest also 
mdicates tliat part of her nature “What 1 
try to capture is emotion m its natural 
state without any artifice, she explamed 
Her opinions or bread, love and dreams 
were equally spontaneous She is well off 
now and can rqst on her oars ‘Our world 
IS not an easy one she said ‘We have to 
struggle all out for success If we only 
have good experiences, we will never 
learn Sad times teach us many thmgs I 
have learnt from life when thmgs have not 
gone well And that is what makes bvmg 
wonderful ’’ 

Love was an experience which could 
differ from person to person “Som* may 
have love for their spouse, some may have 
It for just one person Others may find 
happmess m lovmg everyone else like 
Mother Teresa ’’ 










The If,'ill,111 teen legend. 
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teachers became my fam 


In fact one of the 


teachers lost his job for 


mg at me too muc 


And love did not necessarily mean a 
happy marriage. “I have something against 
marriage,” she said candidly. “For some it 
may have been a very happy experience, 
for some women a marriage works It did 
not work for me, it was a bad experience 
for me. Happiness in a mam.'ige can 
remain a dream." 

India has a special meaning for Gma. "I- 
love India and this is obvious from my 
photographs. In most of my exhibitions, 
photographs of India have always been 
prominent When you love a place, your 
pictures show the warmth you have for it.” 
'Hie catalogue cover of Innocence also 
shows a hawker in a Varanasi market, a 
night shot taken in 197.1 

Her love for the country began two 
years later when she came to attend the 
mtemational film festival in New Delhi. 
She met Mrs Indira Gandhi and spent an 
afternoon with her, taking pictures of the 
late PM. “Indira Gandhi was a gem of a 
person. She was a wonderfti/woman and I 
can still visuabse her playing with her 
grandchildren in the lawns of her house— 
the same place where she was assassin¬ 
ated. We talked on the many problems 
confronting women, but never discussed 
politics. ’’ 

Indian memories have created a strong 
bond with Madras, Varanasi, Delhi, Cal¬ 
cutta. "India IS wonderful. If you have 
travelled all over India, you need not visit 
any other place in the world. You get 
everything here." Small wonder, then, 
that Gina has an exhaustive cdlection of 
what she called "fascinating frames of 
Indian people and places” 

Does her love for India extend only to 
photographs, she was asked, or would she 
accept a role m an Indian film, too? “Why 
not?” she said enthusiastically. But would 
she be a little too expensive for Indian 
filmmakers to afford, someone else won¬ 
dered. She looked into his eyes deeply, 
and fielded the question with a deliberate 
purr: “I’m not expensive.” And waited for 
the laughter to subside. 

Debashis Aikat 
































S ituated in the ram shadow 
of that great mountam 
Kanchenjunga, Trans 
Hunalayan Sikkini has some of 
the most spectacular mountam 
scenery m the world Bor¬ 
dered by Tibet to the north 



and east Nepal to the west 
and the lush green valleys of 
Sikkun to the south, it is a land 
of high mountains, barren 
plateau and glaciated lakes It 
IS also the home of the yak 
herdsmen who hve and survive 
with them cattle on the high 
mountain pastures through the 
freezmg wmtcrs Due to its 
close proximity with libet, 
north Sikkim is restncfed to 
visitors and tounsts 



1. A yak caravaa makes its way 
across the barrea plateau of 
north Sikkim adjoining Tibet at 
an altitude of 17,000 feet. Sir 
Joseph Dalton Hooker, the 
famous botanist, who travelled 
In this area in 1849 had re¬ 
marked, "Here the colourings 
are those of the fiery desert 
while the climate is that of the 
poles!" 

9. Mount Kanchenjao at sunset 
as seen from the village of 
Donkung. 

3. AnoldwomanofMugnthaag 
village, near Oe Tibet border. 

4. Sunset over the north Sikkim 
idateau—looking west from the 
paas of Dmrji La. 

aiiorniag at the Green Lake, 
^ base cpmp of Esttcheiijoaga 
it tha zamu valley. 

'Siatoiete in atorm 
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L ike a fairy-tale pnnress iM-eaking the 
spell of long bewitchment, the aty of 
^rbn IS asbr with brave dreams 
The dominant sound along the Berim Wail 
IS the chipping of stone by hammer-and- 
chisel-wiel^g souvenir hunters, whom 
residents have jovially nicknamed 
“Mauerspecht”—wall woodpeckers 
Amateur wall razing has not only put 
Berliners on both sides in a jubilant mood, 
it has revived deeply held aspirations for 
the restorabon of t)»ir aty as a poiibcal, 
cultural and economic crossroads of 
Europe—as well as possibly the capital of 
a newly unified Germany At the same 
time Berliners are increasingly being re 
minded of limits imposed by the odd legal 
niche their sprawling city has occupied 
since the end of World War II 
Although elaborate superstructures of 
elected city officials have sprouted smce 
the war, the city remams under the 
ultimate control of the four victorious 
allies—France, Bntam, the Uruted States 
and the Soviet Union 
“Regardless of hpw popular the cause of 
reunification may be m Germany, the legal 
status of Berim caimot simply be dissolved 
by people marchmg m the streets,” East¬ 
ern European analyst Helmut Sonnenfeldt 
of the Brookmgs Institution says "The 
occupymg powers have left this legal 
marker ” 

The four powers will have a chrect voice 
in the future of Germany by virtue of their 
special status m Berlin, a comfortmg 
thou^t to many m the world who fear the 
prospect of a reunified German power¬ 
house—mcludmg some Germans 
"I think of the past when Germany was 
not separated,” says Manuel Stem, a 
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Ab bffiotif l^iewiFr*iieii!tro*p» in West Berlin’* Napoleon 
Barr«ck*. I«iMe4lt«tely afieir Werid Warfleackaf the four 
eictoriowe Allies toolc riilpeiMibiUty for administering part of 
ttw city, piehdiag a final peace treaty. Because a treaty has never 
been signed, each power retains control of its sector to this day 


Showing Allied muscle where the Wall lies across the River 
Spree, machine-gun-bearing US Army jeeps patrol the edge of 
Kreuzberg. Post-World War II agreements about the military 
occupation of Berlin guarantee the four victorious powers a 
role in determining the political future of Germany 


22-year-old chemistry student m Berim 
“In recent years there has been much 
more nation^sm and racism I fear there 
would be more of that with a big Ger¬ 
many " 

Busmessman Peter Herz, a prominent 
figure m West Berlm’s mumap^ govem- 
nrmnt m the 1970s, also has reservations 
about any headlong tumble toward reuni¬ 
fication “I think the prerogatives of the 
allies should be respected m the process,” 
he says “However, 1 have the impression 
my fellow countrymen here are talkmg not 
so much about reunification of Germany as 
reunification of Berim We are happy to be 
Beitners agam ” 

After World War II, Berim was dnnded 
mto four sectors, eadi admmistered by 
one of the victors Initially mtended as an 
mtenm stage pendmg a final peace treaty, 
this arrangement became the status quo 
after the Soviet Unimt and the thm 
Western powers chsagreed over Ger¬ 
many’s political future The four powers 
reaffirmed their respective rights of ac¬ 
cess and omtrol of the aty most recently 
m the 1971 Quadripartite Agreement 
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American soldiers meet East German troops face to face at East 
Berlin’s memorial to the Victims of Fascism and Militarism. 
Post-World War II agreements among the four allies—France, 
Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union—allow each 
power to enter the others’ sectors 



Today, West Berliners elect a parlia¬ 
ment, which passes laws—subject to 
approval of the three Western powers 
v^ose sectors make up West Berlin. The 
parliament also elects the operating gov¬ 
ernment, called the senate It consists of a 


governing mayor and up to 16 senators, 
who act as department heads 
West Berlin operates independently of 
the Federal Repubhc of Germany, whose 
capital IS Bonn. In East Berlin the muniap- 
al government is subordinate to the Ger¬ 
man Democratic Republic whose capital is 
East Berho, still le^y the Soviet sector 
Visible signs of the four-power presence 
are so femiliar that residents tend to 
Ignore them Uniformed French. British 
and American forces patrol the Soviet 
sector every day The Soviets patrol the 
three Western sectors The East and 




West dispute legal and dipk»natic defini¬ 
tions, and the life of ordinary Berliners 
goes on. 

Now life IS changing and the four powers 
are concerned They chose early Decem¬ 
ber 1989—during the initial euphoria over 
the opening of the wall, the collapse of the 
Commumst Party's power m ^st Ger¬ 
many and widespread demonstrations ui 
fevour of German reunification—to hcdd 
theu* first formal cmiference on Berlin m 
18 years. 

TTie conference, requested by Moscow, 
was held ui the palatial Kommandatura 
Building, which has been little used since 
the Soviets withdrew from the four-power 
management of Germany ui 1948 The 
stated purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss mtemational sports meetings, but 
It had the effect of reassertuig the role of 
the four powers in Berlin 

"When the four ambassadors deeded to 
meet, we were suddenly reminded that 
there are a lot of regulations that control 
the aty,” says West German university 
professor Andreas Wosnitza "A lot of 
these regulations would have to be lifted if 
the two Berlins are* to grow together " 

The French government has been fauly 
blunt in Its interpretation of what the 
four power gathering was supposed to 
underscore “This meeting reminded 
everyone, including the Germans, that 
reunification is not as simple as it might 
appear," says a French official who asked 
not to be identified “Reunification is not 
only up to the German population There 
has been a war, a peace treaty has not 
been signed and the four powers have to 
have their say in the process ” 

CNatxma/ Geographic News Sennee) 











AH intormUon given 
on these pages is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Iliruli hilms 


• Agnecpath: Metro (Chowr- 
mghee Road, 2il0141), MajeMic 
(Raft Ahmed Kidwai Road, 
242266), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue, 410417), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani, 551133), Knshna 
(T C Dutla Street, 250437), Ragi- 
ni (Behaghata Mam Road, 3^264), 
Madhuban (Regent Park), Jaya 
(Lake Town, 573936) 

Dvected by Mukul S Anand, 
the 61ni stars Amitabh Bachchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi, Neelam, Danny, (lOga 
Kapoor, Archana Puran Singh, 
Alok Nath, Rohini Hattangady and 
Thnu Anand. The music is by Lax- 
mikant PyarelaL 

• Baap Numbri Beta Dui 
Numbri: Orient (Bentinck 
Street, 281917)—4 shows 

Directed by Aziz Sajawal and 
with music by Nadeem Shravan. 
the film stars Jackie Shroff, Farha, 
Aditya Panchob, Shakti Kapoor and 
Kader Khan 

• Maine PyarKiya:Ehte(SN 
Banenee Road, 241383), Indira 



(Indra Roy Road, 471757), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street, 552270), Jagat (Acharya 
PrahiUa Chandra Road, 365108), 
Moonlight (T C Dutta Street, 
254956) 

Sabnan Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pau- m 
this film, directed by Soor^ R 
Banatiya The music is by Raam 
Laxman 

• Pyar Ka Karz: Paradise 
(Benlmck Street, 285442), Lotus 
(SN Banenee Road, 242664), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
391090), Khanna (Acharya Piafufia 
Chandra Road, 552932), Pnya 
(Rashbehan Avenue, 464440) 

Directed by K Bapaiah and ivith 




Madhavi in fnsaafJVaaffJiiKa, now showing at Hind 




\ 
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music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, the 
film stars Dhaimendra, Mithun 
Chakraborty, Meenakshi Seshadn, 
Neelam, ^nam, Kader Khan, 
Shakti Kapoor and Asrani 


Henuali Kilnis 


• Ekaki; Darpana (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni, 558080), Alochhaya (Beliaghata 
mam Road, 355059)- 3 shows 
Moon Moon Sen, Ayan Baner- 
jee, Dilip Roy and Sumitra 
^ Mukheciee are the chief attractions 
V, m this film, directed by 
* Panna Hossam The music 
^ K IS bv Shvamal Mitra 
^ J\ • Bhagyailpi: Sree 
(Bidhan l^tani, 551515), 
Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 
350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road, 
478666)—3 shows 
Sigit Kumar’s first 
Bengab film which 
stars Tapas Paul, De- 
bashree Roy, Uttam 
Mohanty, Apanyita, Anma 
Irani, Pamtal and the 
director himself The music 
W IS by Sumitra L^im. 
r • Byabodhan: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Saram; 553413), Anina (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bliarati 
(S.P. Mukhenee Road, 474686>— 
1, 4, 7. 









Directed by Muhhiftot Md 
with music by Aj(V Du, the flkn 
stars Victor Bsneijee. Moon Mean 
Sen, indrsni Dutta, KsH Bafinjec, 
Rsjeshwsti Roy ChowSmry snd 
Tspas Paul. 

• HirakJaymtiiMinariBidhaii 

Sarani; 552753), Bijoli (S.P. 
Mukhenee Road: 473442), Chh»- 
bifdiar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
359561)—1,30 4.15, 7. 

Ranjit MuDick, Chemki 
Choudhury, Joy Baneijee, Dibp 
Roy. Kali Banerjee and SumitTS 
Mukheijee star in tbis Aitjsn 
Choudhury 61m whose music is by 
Goutam ^su. 

NEW RELEASES 


11 null I ilii 


• Bahiiniil: Roxy (Chowrin^iee 
PUce: 284135), Sree (Bidhn Sere- 
ni; 55151^ Pwna (liP, MhUm* 
jec Road; iTmrh^ 

CNrected by MMick 
the 61m stars Rekha 
Rakesh Roshan, Dauaa 
Anina Irani and Utpal Dntt Ijid 
music IS by R.D. Btrawn. 

• Jecoc Do: Majestic (RaB 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 242266), 
Uttara (Buflian Sarani; 552200), 
Uuaia (Rusu Road; 478^), Pura- 
bi (Mahatma (Gandhi Road; 
350680), Chhaya (Acharya Ptafufla 
Chandra Road; 351382), 

Directed by Rajesh Sethi and 
with music by R.D. Burman, the 
61m stars Suiyay Dntt, Jadda 
Shrofi, Farha. Shakti Kapoor, Kid* 
bhushan Kharbanda, Anupam Kher 
and Amnsh Puri. 

• KiabCB Kanhnly*: Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 281917), Crown 
(Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
244822). Prabhat (Chittaraiqan 
Avenue; 390762), Buuaree (S.P. 
Mukheqee Road; 484806), Bina 
(Bidhan Sarani), Pumaaree (Rata 
Raj Kissen Sueet; 5640^. 
Madhuban (Regem PatfcX faie- 
hhaya (Beliaghata Main Road; 
355059). 

A 61m by Rakesh Roshan, star¬ 
ring And Kapoor, Madhuri DfadI, 
Shilpa, Kader K^ and Amckib 
Puri 

• Shnadar: Hind (OmmA 

dn Avenue; 27^473), Jyod (Uaih 
Saraia; 241132), Rupai (Aahutoaii 
Mukheijee Road; 474403), Ijau 


ImKkktaKaaimijm 

(Lower Chitpur Road; 277273), 
Uttara (Bkfiian Sami; 552200), 
Pur^ (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
350680), Liberty (Chittaranjan 
Avenue; 553046). Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street; 250437)—4 shows; 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteijee Avenue; 
410417>-noan. 

A 6bn by T.C. Dewan, starring 
Mithun Chakraborty, Meenakshi 
Seshadri, Mandakuii, Juhi Chawla, 
Kader Khan and Danny. The musx; 
is by Bappi Lahin. 


TRAVEL 


NOTI: Ml arrival and da- 
paitura tlmaa ara for Cal- 
aiitta. FIguraa In braekata 
d anata tha days, 1 bakis 


Caleatta-Bombay-Loadoa* 
New Yark: Dep. (2): AJ-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Fraakfurt: Dep. (7): A1-16S1/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Ceicatte-Delhi-Parls-London: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Baagkok-Calcutta- 
Boiabay: Arr. (6): Ai-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-Landon-Dcihi- 
Cakatta: Arr. (7): AI-n2/Ai- 
1122 at 0330. 

f raakfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calentta: Arr. (7): Ai-162/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

Loadoa-Delbi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moacow-Dubal-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU 537 at 1625. 
Calciitta-Dubal-Moacow: Dep. 
(4); SU-538 at 1825. 
Aamaa-Calcutta-AiBinaa: 
Arr. (1, 4): RI-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4); R)-181 at 0830. 
Caleatta-Slagapora; Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2); Sq-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
Cakutta-Baiigkok: Arr. (2. 4, 
;7): IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3. 6); 


Prlntad hwrw !• th* ra gu tor Indian Mrilnaa aeha- 
dula. But riM aelMdula liaa baan aurlaliad dua ta 
tha grounding of Ha Airbus ASM flaot. Paasan- 
gars ara aihrlaad to kaop tiaafc of amiounaa- 
manta nnado by Indliui Alrlbiaa In tha praaa. For 
asalstanaa, thay may oantaat MBBM, 2 B 368 B, 
MeaM, 262417 , BatdM, 666641 / 2 / 3 / 4/1 and 


Calcatta-Olbrafarh: Dep. (1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6): lC-201 at 1130; Arr. 
(1, 3. 5. 6); IC-2Q2 at 1245, Arr. 
(2, 4): IC-202 at 1500. 
Caleatta-Tciyar-Jorhat- 
Gawakati-Calcutta: Dep. (3.5, 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5. 7); 
IC-213 St 1540. 

Calcntta-Cawahati-Dlnapar: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5, 6); IC-219 st 1110; 
Arr. (1, 3. 5, 6); IC-220 st 1550. 
Calcatta-Bagdoira: Dep. (dsi- 
ly); IC-221 st 1100; Arr. (daily); 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcatta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (3. 5. 6. 
7): IC-243 at 0600; Air. (daily); 
IC-242 at 0900. Arr. (3, 5. 6. 7): 
iC-244 at 1020. 

Calcatta-Sikhar-lBiphal; Dep. 
(daily): IC-2K at 0600; Arr. (d»- 
ly): lC-256 st 1030. 
Calcatta-Bbubaacshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3. 
5. 6); IC 269 at 1720; An. (3, 5, 

6) ; iC-270 at 2040. 
Caicutta-Hydcrabad: Dep. (1, 
2. 7): lC-277 at 1745: An. (1, 2, 

7) : iCi278 at 2215. 
Odoatla-Fart Blair: Dep. (2. 

4); IC-285 at 0545: An. (2. 4); 
lC-286 at 1015. 

CalenRa-Port Blair-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0545; 
An. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna- 
Luckaow-Dclhl: Dep. (1. 3. 4. 
5, 6, 7); IC-410at0830; An. (1, 3. 
4. 5, 6. 7): IC-409 at 1420. 


TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
lC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: An. 
(6); IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
IC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(6); IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-Kathmaadu: Dep. (2, 

4. 6. 7): IC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1, 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; An. (2. 4, 6, 
7); lC-248 at 1915, An. (1. 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 
Cakutta-Dbaka: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 

5. 7): IC-223 at 1340. Dep. (daily); 
BG-092 at 1200. Dep. (2. 3): 
BG-094 at 1730; An. (1. 2. 4. 5. 
7); IC-224 at 1540, An. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1115. An. (2. 3): BG- 
093 at 1645. 

CalcuUa-Chlttagoag: Dep. (3. 

6) : IC-225 at 1330, Dep. (2, 5): 
BG-698 at 1245: An. (3. 6): IC- 
226 at 1550. An. (2. 5): BG-697at 
1145. 

Cakutta-Paro: Dep. (2. 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; An. (2, 5): KB-106 at 
1330. 


I )v)mt’snc 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al¬ 
lot at 0250; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Cakutta-Delhi: Dep. (7); AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delbi-Caicutta: An. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; An. (7): Al-1122at 
0330. 

itnUmn 

Cakutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily); IC- 
263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1710; 
Arr. (daily): IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily) 
lC-273at 1920, Dep. (1. 2. 3. 5, 6, 

7); IC-176 at 0845; Arr. (daily): 
IC-274 at 1830. An. (1, 2, 3. 5. 6. 
7): IC-175 at 0755 
Caicutta-Madras: Dep. (3, 5, 
7): IC-265 at 0900; Air. (3. 5. 7): 
lC-266 at 0820. 

Calcutta-Bangalore; Dep. (2, 
4. 6, 7): IC-271 at 1400: An. (2. 4. 
6. 7); IC-272 at 1915. 
Calcutta-VIxag-Madraa: Dep. 
(1, 2. 4. 6): IC-542 at 0730; An. 
(1. 2. 4, 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
C^kutta-Guwahali: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1320; An. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 


Calcutta-Shillong-Guwahatl- 
Sikhar: Dep. (daily); PF-701 at 
0940; An. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Cakutta-Cooch Bebar: Dep. 
(2. 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; An. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Lllabari-Dlbnigarh: Dep. (1, 
3, 5. 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; An. 
(1, 3. 5, 7): PF-710i736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-Dlaapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
An. (2, 4. 6): PP-728 at 1745. 
Cakatta-AfBitak-Kaaialpnr- 
Kallaahar-Agartak-Cakutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
An. (2, 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamahadpar: Dep. 
(1, 3. 5): PF-717 at 0600; An. (1. 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Caieatta-Agartak; Dep. (1, 3, 
5. 7): PP.729A at 0550; An. (1. 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakatta-Aiuwi-SIkhur: Dep. 
<^da8y): PF-705 at 1120; Arr. (dii- 





ly): PF-706 at 1615. 
Calentta'Rourkcla-Raachi: 
Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Air. (1, 3. 5): PF-716 at 1025. 
Calcutta-Gttwahati-LilalMri- 


Ziro-DaiMriio: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Atr. (2, 4. 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwabatl- 

Dibrugarh-Paasigbat-Aloof: 


Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr. (1. 3. 5); PF-724 at 1950. 

Caleutta-Jfainalwdpttr>Patna: 

Dep. (2. 4. 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Arr. (2,4,6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Caleatta-Dhaabad'Gaya- 

Pataa-Dhaabad'Calcntta: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5): PP-737 at 0600; 
Atr. (1, 3. 5); PF-738 at 1100. 


Trains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Momrmh 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Katiia Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

o-ns 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naw Delhi) Ei- 
praaa via Gaya-Varanasi 

18-00 

2382 



Dep —Tuas . Thurs 4 Sal 

ArrI —Wed , Fn 4 Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naw Delhi) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

Dep —Mon , Wed, Fn 4 Sun 
Am—Mon Tues Thurs 4 

18-00 

2304 



Sat 



2301 

16-30 

RaidhanI Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

11-00 

2302 



Dep—Mon , Tues Thurs, Fn 

4 Sun 





Am —Tues Wed Thurs . 
Sat 4 Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Himgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp. 
Tri-WWy 

11-10 

2374 



Dep —tues . Fn 4 Sat 

Arri—Tues Wed 4 Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 

4-15 

2548 



praaa 

Dep—Mon 4 Thurs 





Arri—Thurs 4 Sun 



30p9 

20-05 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Expraaa via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Expraaa via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Expraaa via 
Mam Line 

6-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Expraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Expraaa 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchanfunga Expraaa 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expraaa 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Expraaa 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Expraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Oanapur Expraaa 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Expraaa 

Dep —Wednesday 

Am -Friday 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

.MmatpurTTHaMy Expraaa 

Dep — Tubs , Thurs 4 Sal 
Arn—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Express 

15-45 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Suparfast Express 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs, Sal 4 Sun 

Arn —Tues , Wed 4 Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 

730 

1172 



Arn-Sat 4 Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpunj (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



PI awakly Expraaa 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 





Sd«MaR 



3143 

19-00 

Dar)aallng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gow Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

S8G Loop 

12-60 

3134 

3103 

16-20 

Bhagiraihl (Lalgola) Express 
Chhaprs Expraaa Bi-Weekly 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

4-30 

5186 


Dep a Arri —Wed & Sun 


Oapartm SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnM 


Up 

TMia 

Homrmh 

Rma 

Dn 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

8001 



EXPRESS 



2860 

13-25 

GHaniali (Bombay) Express 

14*15 

2859 

6034 

21-25 

Ahmadabad Expnw 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Expraaa vie Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

15-00 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

Am —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tala Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

lapal Express 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannatl\ (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupati Express 

4-30 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

11-30 

6018 



Am—Except Sunday 



2602 

22-35 

Quwahall-Howrah- 
Trlvandrum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Csttlral-Howrah- 
Guwahall Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnua- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahati-Cochln Harbour 
Terminus Weakly Express 
(via Howrah A Vlsakha- 
patrMm) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13-45 

2651 



Suparfast Express 

(via VIsakhapatnam A 

Madras) 

Dep —Tues , Fn A Sun 

Am—Tues. Wed A Fn 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howran 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 



— 

14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



A Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2610 

22-35 

Palna-Cochln Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 

EMqumiES: 

For round the clock Information 

of Eaatam 


RailMray tralna, ptaaea dial 203B48>B4 for in^omiiigtralna: 
2 03B >B-*4 for all ethar infomiationa. TFor Information 
about roaarvatlona on Baatam and South Baatam Raliwaya 
tralna, dial Z03B00 (from 9 am to B pm on MToakdaya and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and gaiattad hoHdaya). 


2a 
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MCE UFTI How many happy faeaa ara ihara In iha drawino 
abova? Our arUtt aaya 35. Lal’a aaa If you can And than. 


a LOVE NOTE' "I LOVE — said Popeya tha Sailor, 
naming somaona ha holds naar and ^ar Raarranga 
cap letters ol quote to till tha blank 

3AtX} * vumt s uot3*d 6ur«tiui 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thera ara at least six dHlar- 
sness In drawing datalla b afwaan lop and bottom panals How 
quicMy can you find them? Check answars wWi thoao below 

Suawuia jsdadISwsMS • msmm artuawri t p w awoia 
uiiy » Sii|SS|uiaipiMri C JSswitaiMg y aumnuuitiMaJS i saausjauia 


I P I N_ 

I _ P I N_ 

3_PIN_ 

* _P I N « _ 

5 _P I N_ 

6 _PIN 


six PINS ara In plain dgM abova. 
Indeed, they appear progroaalvoiy 
In six alghl-leltar words which you 
are asked to dtsoovar, In aooon^ 
wHh these delinttlons. 

1. ChMifa toy that Mows in tha 


• HALF OFFI ArnHi9« fivo 
toothplekf to form ■ 
t — a onoblo faesimito of tho 
llgiiro It. M shown Mow. 
ChsHongs: Toko awsy two 
of ttw fhro toothpicks so 
tliat tho raautt is hsM tho 
numbar praaantiy shown. 
Hist Is to say, so that tha 
rsoulthig amount Is nino. 

How quickly can you 
mako this chanpaovor? 


XlIXiMU 
iKOMOM ujonoq 


DU ns SiMMi an 

pusdriMouisiilidiiije 


2. What earth la doing on Ns axis. 

3. Had an affect on rights of 


4. Tr immings addod to au nda aa . 
t. FCMbaH n»4w. 


How quicMy can you AH In the 
words? 

utoms s aii«so s 

t psSuiduii t t mmv i 



FUNSPOT 




5 / 2 


ON HOLOl Hey, young lady, please tot go of St. Nick's beard, 
these colors noatty; 1—Rod 2—Lt. Muo 3—Yellow. 4—LI. bi 
5—flash tones. 6—Lt. groan. 7—Ok. brown. 5—Ok. Muo. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all tho 
lattsrs in tho word below to form 
two cemplolo words 

REMINDER 


THEN score 2 points tach lor all 
words ol lour totters or mart 
found antong Iha letters 

Try to scars at toast M paints. 

MUI'PUU iMiltout antwa 





































Mweh 21—April 20 

It Is time to movs 

_ msntally, physically. 

amodonaRy, spiritually, psycho¬ 
logically and adapt to drcumst- 
ancM. As regards romance, 
batter kaep your options open 
as,.in and after August you wW 
have a choloe. Those arnpioyed 
wHI rake In money. An overdose 
of work could tell on your health. 
TTianks to Mercury, travel and 
commuting are fated. Home and 
ofiHdrsn could be fluid and slight¬ 
ly unseWed. 

AURUS 

■ Aped 21—May 20 
A CfiHdrsn, hobbles, re- 
_search, studies, kno¬ 
whow, collaborations, house 
move and transfer make an ex¬ 
citing week. Fuse a little leisure 
too and happiness will slide Into 
your heart. Do not neglect your 
nesllh. Aa far as romance Is con¬ 
cerned, your heart pulsates to a 
Jungle beat. Home and children 
are welt signified. 

^ EMINi 

V May 21-^Ajna 20 
^ The first three days of 
- the week are des¬ 
tined tor a head-start. Finish 
pending chores and then launch 
a venture If so Interested. Work 
pressures mount on March 
tC^and te. Buying, selling, trad¬ 
ing, shopping, sales and distribu¬ 
tion are definitely highlighted. 
Your health poses slight prob¬ 
lems during March t9-21 Work 
could prod you Into a journey or 
pMgriniags. The week certainly 
tosses house end home, office 
and Industry, site and develop¬ 
ment. 

ANCER 

I . Juna 21-Uuly 20 

Contacts, contracts, 
- new schemes, public¬ 
ity boost, communication and 
correspondence are the main 
trends of the week. In romance, 
there Is much to look forward to. 
There Is nothing much to worry 
about Do not fret 

over trifles and landed hurts, for 
your health will be splendid. The 
tima la right to undertake a jour¬ 
ney. Oavote more time to the 
afWrs of cMIdren. 

-^EO 

July 21-nAuBust 21 
^ Money Is the name of 

- the game, be It 

earned income, shares and 
stocks, dividends and invesh 
ments, loans and lunds. A fam^ 
get-together Is foretold. Ro¬ 
mance wW be bitter-sweet, but 
never a damp squib. Travel Is a 



distinct possibility. Health re¬ 
mains suspect. Biting or selling 
of some property Is likely. 

\ IRGO 

August 22—Sapt 22 
* A radical change In 
- your lifestyle is des¬ 
tined tw the full moon, according 
to Western astrology, falls in 
your sign Strong attachments 
and reactions are absolutely cer¬ 
tain It is Just the right time for 
romance, engagement and wed¬ 
lock Rnandal opportunities for 
those in employment are llkety. 
The mid-week Is Ideal for trk» 


BIRTHDAYS 


March 11 

Moon trine Neptune; Good k>^ 
lUM, honours and rewards are 
assured, ttarriage for those who 
are eligfble and a deeper under¬ 
standing for the married. Travel 
wilt delight you. Relationships 
will be comp^ed and intense. 

March 12 

Moon trine Mars: This trine gives 
pep and power, be It love or 
work. Finances and partnerships 
wHt be unusuaMy Impoilanr. A 
change of acen«y or outlook Is 
whM tie bhthyear is aM about. 

March 12 

Moon square Urinws: This 
means you wM have tb put in 
conewnmaed ettoftlo ^tcoadd. 
YduI abMty oommunicate and 
sen an idea wHi be fui^ tn^. 
HsaMt Is. however, suspect. 

Mirchl‘4 

Mbqn square Thaoame. 
ie nM ksft M f you « 

fOScMi difl priht^ aue? 


and ties A nagging health prob¬ 
lem keeps wonylng you. Good 
going on the home front 

n IBRA 

- S«p«23—Oct22 
^ Rendezvous, travel, 

- secret negotiations 

and deals, and mysterious rela¬ 
tionships are the week's mam 
trends Romance promises un¬ 
usual and subtle ties as well as 
plenty of excitement Expenses, 
buying, selling, negotiations, 
trading, commission and broker¬ 
age are the other salient fea¬ 
tures of the week. You will have 

ossd, in, md attar August^ and 
aqain sflsr Fsbruaiy d, 1991, 
tlwtgs wM move your wiv- 

March 15 

Moon ssxNe Uranus: ^jporiwii- 
ties wW come in Msl wavse and 
thus you will csrtitkdy make 
progress, dourneya, oMetMh 
lions, edventurm, promoflqns ; 
and rtsw assodanons are on die 
cards. Learn to share your i 
happmsss. 

March 15 j 

Moon corijunctlon Ruto- An ‘m- 
cayjtionafly lucky conjtmolen. m . 
matter who you we. No# wthi 
tkne topush ahead,igMha it aT 
you htwe. By dtiy w ahpuld 
aqe happy ramify if ^ aw to 
fw out to Mid pkoas. 
LcMi bmathta life mto you. 

March 17 

Btm^ilixm Mne: It signtftes prog¬ 
ress dSkf iW'Untk awMore, tis 
Ahe to be «uoes«^ end ooM^ 
danf. Jodweys, oelebrMtonll 
ritas. maste, oOhfarencaa ttrid’ 
vshiwM t«std tdwM-itfvan^ 

. ^ tfMHa, ^aMf Ms 


.jridtfMNa. 
^bau^i^ ' 


to travel to look after the dis¬ 
abled and the sick. 

coRPio 

Oct22-Nov22 

The wsek signifies 
- friendship, socialis¬ 
ing, gains and gaiety Romance 
will M thrilling and tWR sting. 
Deals can be dosed and trans¬ 
actions WIN prove hicky. March 
through May Is bavsl time. Avoid 
phobias and fixations and your 
health remains finer Homs and 
children figure prominently 
around Maroh 15. 

- AQITTARIUS 

Nov23—0«c20 

Hard work leads to 
_ suoesas Is the mes¬ 
sage of the week But It will tax 
you to the outer limit Romanes 
will be a much-needed safety 
valve. Finance shows an upward 
trend Immigration, transfer, shift 
and change of scenery are not 
reled out. You need to take a 
break from your hectic schedule 
sometime around the 16th of this 
month. 

^ APRICORN 

0«c 21—Jan 18 

It would be best to 

- launch a campaign, 

take a study course, start an an- 
terpnss, plan expansion, under¬ 
take a journey and organise a 
meet. Romance promises Im¬ 
mense satlafaction on March 15 
and 16. On the finandal skfa, 
you swing a deal, bag an assign¬ 
ment and go in for Important 
transactions, bargains and take¬ 
over of a company. Your health 
rsmains perfect. 

QUARIUS 

Jan20-FMi IS 

It Is time to Invest, 

_ buy and sail, have a 

ball of a time and fuse pleasure 
and lucre. Financial gains are 
likely. You will have your fill of 
romance Travel Is a distinct 
posaibillty. Your health will Im¬ 
prove. Childbirth 2 >ir conception, 
getting essentials as well as fan¬ 
cy objects and accasaories, and 
furniturs and gadgets for the 
houaa are Indicatsd. 

- ISCES 

FSb IS-MSfCh 20 

Romance, marriage, 

_ business link-up, 

travel and expenses are the 
week's main jjanda. You excel In 
romance. Investing, purchasing, 
capital raising, joint-financa and 
anialgamBtion are well signified. 
Travel la a marked feature; 
contacia and communicatlone 
hold the key. 
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fio/z THOSE mo C/»M£ /V lATE.. 
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IM A CLeU2lN6 tH THE CNPLESS FOREST 


TME Diun^Mes 
PROPPED soMEnwe 
ON FlE-MAN 




AT ALMOST aVUMOUSLV PiCTUCESpUE 
WOOPLAUP COnA6£ . 

AT LEAST THose 
CViRVfWIMGS AR6 
BerBEATiwe- 


I 


BUT 60M£7WIM&'5 
W/(20M6 WITH 
HB-MAN' 


0 ®, 


VfSiTt 




/ 






MV SWOeO' 

rrs vaWisMed' t m 
powerless AGAIhiSr 
B/fL LVW WIWOUT THE 
POWER 5WORO' 






oo 




1^^ 


I KNOW MOW you FEBL HE-MAH' 
I FELT POWERLESS WHEN 7M£ 
DOCTOR TOLD ME I O NEVER 
WALK AGAIM ' ^ —— 




n 


3. 


il 


LET'S my THE 
COTTAGE IT CAN'T 
BE AN ACCIDENT' 
WE WERE ATTACiCED 
HERE ' 


T 


UAAAAA ’ How ABOUT A 

little change in 
TACTJ oS » SARIWP/ 
PON T yc>u Have a 

COM -UNIT BUILT INTO 
yOUR CHAIR =f 
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lili 




you WANT A 
COM UlO IT I? wwy *■ 




yi 


^ TO TURN THE Ujshts otrr oh a 
6MEAIC THIEF you 5HIME THE BRIGH , 
TEST light you GAN RIGHT IN HER EVES' 



















Ah, for the sweet smell of success. But does it really matter to the two 


Calcutta ^ys how Agneepath fares? You cm never keep a megastar like 
Amitabh Bachchan do^^/ll and Mithun Chakraborty will always remam~ 
outstanding. Photograph by ASHOK MAJUMDER 








HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell, can one’ A minor aaident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domialiary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) it also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your fomily Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

3100 

250 

17 600 

— 

350 

25 500 

— 

600* 

57 750 

5 250 

840* 

52 750 

7 400 

1500* 

82 500 

11 500 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Acndent cover 
available on payment of addibonal premium 


NEW ItffHA ASSURANCE 

A V >r 



BORN TO LEAD 


M E D + C LAI M 


CONTOUR ADS-NIA ISBEm 





ULKA 11402 



Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That’s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 


SnfififterCameras 


Marketed by AQFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
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Desert Warrior (Pesi Shroff up) coming in the winner 


This year Calcutta hosted the prestigious 


Classic Indian Turf Invitation Cup feature in 
which Desert Warrior from Bombay ran away 
with the honours. Some vignettes of excitement 
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Interest was keen in the young (above) and| 
old alike 
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AK8H0T GHANNU SARKAR (1846-1917) 



Bom on December 11,1846 
in a Kayastha family of Chin- 
surah, noted writer and jour¬ 
nalist Akshoy Chandra Sarkar 
spent his diildhood in Bima- 
gar. He moved to Chinsurah 
when he was lOandJoinedthe 
Hooghly CoOegiate SchofA He 
passim his Entrance Examina¬ 
tion in 1863, followed by FA in 
1865 and BA in 1867. He 
studied law at Presidency and 
after passing out began prac¬ 
tising at Baharampore where 
Ms bther was the sadar mun- 
siff. He developed a km^ 
stan^ associatkm wim 
BankbiKhandra; and the first 
edition of BangadaraAan 


(edited by Bankimchandra) 
carried Akshoy Chandra’s 
piece, Dck&an. 

Akshoy Chandra started the 
weekly Sadbaranrfrom Chin- 
surah. With the outbreak of 
jnalaiia, he moved to Calcutta. 
Later, Sadharani merged with 
Nababinkar (edited ^ ProL 
GangacRiar Banetjee of LMS 
College, BhowaniixKe). Even¬ 
tually, Akshoy Sarkar himself 
began to edit Nabkbtvakar- 
Sadharan/and carried articles 
by Bankimchandra, Indranath 
Baneijee and some well- 
known writers of the time. 
Subsequently, Akshoy Chan¬ 
dra launched the monthly. 


JVahveeban. He also served as 
the vice resident of Bangiya 
Sahitya Parishad for three 
terms. 

Akshoy Chandra had a good 
number (rf publications to hia 
credit wMdi Sfttfcshana- 
biaherPadya, PrachtiKabyt 
Sangraha, GochaixmarMaatb, 
Hatey Hatey Ph^ SanksUpta 
Ramayan, Akxbana, Saaatuii 
and J6hf Hetnchandra deserve 
mention. Among his post¬ 
humous publicarions were 
titiupuia. RapAORahaaya, 
Sahitya SatBma mi S^ikya 
Aa(& He died on October 2, 
1917 at Ms CMnsurah house 
(sketched above). 

















































V' SPORTS 


I n 1893, with the formation of the Indian 
Football Association m Calcutta, the 
IFA Challenge Shield was officially 
kklted ofi. In the years that followed, the 
Siield grew in stature to become one of 
the blue nband tournaments in the coun¬ 
try, along with the Durand Cup and Rov¬ 
ers Ciq>. Crack British re^mental teams 
Ske the Royal Irish Rifles, King’s Own 
Regiment, ^rwood Foresters, Gordon 
Hi^ilanders and East Yorkshire Regiment 
to^ part in the tournament,as did odier 
leading clubs of the day such as the Calcut¬ 
ta Football Club. 

And when the barefoot brigade of the 
Mohun Bagan Club, compnsmg of only 
Bengalis, won the Shield in 1911, beating 
East York, the tournament's popularity 
went through the roof. Later came 
Mohammedan Sporting Club, with ther 
maiden win in 19^ and East Bengal, who 
had their first taste of success in 1943. 

The dominance of the British clubs wmre 
off in the late fmties and the local clubs 
stepped m to fill the breach But, by and 
larg^ the standard remained hi^. The 
first part of the sixties belonged to Mohun 
Bagan, the latter part to East Bengal 
Wth the advent of the seventies, fore¬ 
ign teams once agam started participating 
and competition became very keen. Pyon¬ 
gyang City Club of North Korea enthralled 
the soccer-hungry people of Calcutta in 
1973, reaching the final m style before 
losing 1-3 to East Bengal. In 1978, under 
the newly-installed floodlights of Mohun 
Bagan Cbb, superleaguers Ararat Yere¬ 
van of the &vfet Union braved incessant 
rain and slippery ground conditions to 
emerge joint winners with Mohun Bagan. 

The decline and fall of the Shield has 
been rapid thereafter Today, things have 
reached a stage where the 1989 tourna¬ 
ment is being held this year, from March 
20. Stfll worse, the IFA authonbes have 
(at the time of going to press) been able to 
confirm only one top team for the tourna¬ 
ment—Mohun Bagan. Let alone attractmg 
foreign or, for that matter, leading outsta- 
tkm teams, the IFA has this year been 
unable to get all the Big Three of the 
Maidan to partiapate. The absence of East 
Bengal aid Mohammedan Sporting must 
be one of the severest blows the IFA has 
received in its 97-year-long history. The 
once premier tournament has to content 
itself with the participation of district clubs 
and the Tata Football Academy juniors. 
Nobody else is interested and md^, the 
Shield itself has become a mere formality 
that must somehow be got over with ev¬ 
ery year. 

S everal factors have contributed to the 
virtual demise of this tournament, but 
in die main, it is the “couldn’t-care-less” 
attitude ot the men who matter—officials 
of the AD India Football Federabon 



In memory of glorious days 

(AIFF), the IFA and the clubs, and even 
the players. 

The proliferation of football tourna¬ 
ments throughout the country has also 
played a big role m drastically r^ucing the 
Shield’s importance. Till the mid-seventies 
the Shield, together with the Durand and 
Rovers Cup to a certain extent, the 
DCM Trc^hy, formed the circuit that no 
leading dub wanted to miss. But in 1977, 
the AffF, as the apex governing body fear 
footbaO in the country, decided to start its 
own tournament By vutue of its AIFF 
tag, the Federation Cup came to be cimsi- 
dered as the officuil aU-India club tourna¬ 
ment and the wuiner was accorded the 
status of champion dub for purposes of 
representation abroad. Obviously, no dub 
worth the name wanted—or afford 

to, for fejur of the AIFF—bypass the 
tournament 

With partidpation in the Federation Cup 
becommg virtually compulsory, the DCM 
Trophy, by being the least impmtant of 
the big tournaments, suffered. The DCM 
authorities did some quick thinking and 
came up with the solution: cash incentives 
to the top dubs. A team reaching the final 
even a decade ^ could gain up to Rs 1 
lakh. Not surprisingly, the teams started 
flocking back to DChL 

With more money coming into the 
sport, suddenly, there were new touma* 
menu like the Borddoi Trophy and Saqjay 


Ashoke Ghosh (left) and Pro 


Gandhi Manorial Tri^hy, vdiile some old¬ 
er ones like the Sait Nagjee Trophy were 
brouedtt out of the mothballs. 'They all 
afferad handsome participation fees and 
fot winning pui^. Last year, ffie organis¬ 
ers of the Naidunia Tn^hy and Nizam 
Gdd Cup, too, decided to raise the finan¬ 
cial stakes substantiaDy. With so much 
money flying around the dubs could now 
pick and choose dw toumamenU they 
wanted to particulate in. 

Coupled with die natkmal championship 
for the Santosh Trophy, the coaching 
camps for the 1982 Delffi Asiad and the 
Nehru G<^ Cigi, whjdi took off that same 
year, the eighdes have brou^t in round- 
the-year football 

mth so many toumainenu and other 
conunitments vying with each other, the 
IFA shieid began to be ndelineiL Leading 
dnha fpund dii^ had neither the dine nor 






ta (right): Foul play 

the financial incentive to participate in the 
tournament, which offered prestige—or 
so the organisers thought—and little else. 
The Shield refused to change with the 
times, depending more on chanty than 
anything else. 

\^ith the fortunes of the Shield taking a 
nosedive, the newiy-eiected IFA secret¬ 
ary, Prodyut Dutta, tried to ii^ect some 
life into the tournament in 1985. Three 
foreign teams were invited—the honed 
Peimdl oi Uruguay, Sakhtyor Donetsk of 
the USSR and another Uruguayan team 
made up of mostly juniors. Tlie media 
build-up was good;‘so was the iratial crowd 
attendance. But it transpired But Penarol 
had come with only their second string 
idayers and as a result, foiled to inmress 
though they did win the SiieM with SaMi- 
tyor finisl^ runners-up. 

T^ tournament folM to bring in the 


kind of money IFA had hoped for. With 
several of Outta’s new programmes for 
improving football in the state backfiring 
and funds being fiittered away on unplan¬ 
ned activities, the Shield became aknost a 
white elephant for the organisers. 

To a(M to the Shi^a woes, the asso- 
datkm decided to allow the All Airtmes 
Recreation Qub to hold toe Airlines Gold 
Cup at the bemmim of toe session, prior 
to toe league, ilw IPA bad been promised 
by the cmb a large sum of money for its 
‘developmental p rogr am mes’. 'That, as it 
seems now, was an eyewash. AU that 
hqipened was that the teams had another 
tournament to play and at toe end of it 
aO, were too th^ to partic^te in the IFA 
Shield, or if they did, performed well be¬ 
low toeir best. 

The IFA’a otofora, even after offering 
mentoeraUpa, were empty. Whatever lit¬ 


tle money came IFA’s way was mainly 
utilised to keep the association afloat, the 
rest g(^ to the diatticto. ’The IFA Siield 
was nobody's chOd. 

To make matters worse, relations be- 
tweoi the AIFF secretary Ashok (Biosh 
and Dutta were ateadQy deteriorating. The 
elections that had brought Dutta in as IFA 
secretary had been acrimonious and as toe 
months went by, toe schism between the 
IFA and AIFF grew wider. eadi 
trying to hinder the other, footbaO, in 
giniml, and the Shield, in particular, sirf- 
feted. 

In 1988 came the big Mow. The IFA 
was to organfoe the Neto Gdd Cup and 
Dutta dedded Siliguii would be ^ best 
venue since “spectator turnout in Calcutta 
was dropping’’. The Kanchai^unga Sta¬ 
dium in sOiguri was renovated ^ the pur¬ 
pose, but even before the tournament 
could get ifflder way, Dutta had created an 
umwanted adversary, the West Bengal 
BovesmmA. A loog-t^ ally of Dutta, tlw 
state sports minister Subhas Chakraborty 
laundied a bitter tirade against him, while 
government representatives boycotted 
toe Cop functions. The alienation of the 
state government also ensured that the 
local businessmen stayed away. Spon- 
sorto^ was low and the tournament was a 
financial diaaster that brou^t IPA. to its 
knees. The IFA buflding had to be mort¬ 
gaged eveii as toe banks started applying 








pretBure for repayment of the lU 20-Udi 
nn the association had taken to organise 
the SOguri meet 

Asa fawt ditch effort, Dutta decided to 
/^contest the secretaryship of the AIFF. 
A victcsy, he thought, would give hfoi'S 
chance to wriggle out of the tight comer in 
which he found himself. Ash^ Ghosh's 
term was over, but he wasn’t going to let 
Dutta take over from him. So, while Dutta 
aSi^ himself with Santoah Mohan Dev, 
who was in the fray for preaidentahip, 
Ghosh supported the rival group of Pri^ 


Radian Das MunsU Old P.P. Ldohmanaa 
Extensive tours were undertadcen both 
psiiN B uiw cnoni CO lODoy lor Biippori, 
and if necessary, buy up votes. Money 
was spent at rnitom. Rooms with tanifri 
igito Rs 1600 a day were booked at a 
five-star hotel in Bonfoay far long periods 
and a glittering bmquet hd was booked 
fbr the electioa But at file last minute, 
Santosh Mohan Dev withdrew from the 
race and the poll was (fispessed with. The 
AIFF office bearers were simply manfai- 
ated and with the Das Khindii groiqi ap- 



plykig the ateanaoOer, Dutta was denied 
of even the crumbs, Irt akne the secret- 
atyshfr). 

He returned to Calcutta a defeated and 
bnAen man. But by fiwn, irrevocable 
damage had been done to the SUeM as 
wel as the Calcutta Lmigue, which were 
conoplet^neglected in file stampede for 
the plumbs of (rffice. 

Ihe league foiled to move along as the 
dubs demanded a larger share of the re¬ 
venue frtxn the exhbition matdies (as 
opposed to ordinary matches sdiere file 
gate receipta are fown-). Since the ^ueld 
matdies are also 'exhibition’, the IFA 
found kadf in yet another for. Last year, 
neither could the league be comideted. nor 
the Shield held. 

Accordng to Dutta, efforts are on to 
"sabcaage” the ShiekL "I see our rival 
group’! (refeping to the Adioke (^wah 
foetid land in all fins. Hiey have teamed 
up with the state government in deliber- 
atety trying to destabilise us,” he alleged. 

'The clubs are also taking undue 
advantage, fri their liat of demands, they 
have Bsfoid for free entry for their mem- 
ben. The Shield is not a league, it ia a 
tournament, and depends on gate ie- 
ceipta. If the IFA does not get anything, 
wfak's the use of holding the tournament?” 

Besktea the row over revenue-sharing, 
the state government directive that aU 
matchea must be held at the Salt Lake 
Stadium and that only two of them can be 
bffled as exhibition ties has hit the IFA 
very hard. Says Dutta, "By insisting on 
Salt Lake the government is killing file 
tournament Wifiiout pn^ier transport to 
and from the stadium, there will be no 
spectators. We have already had proof of 
that Where are we going to get the 
necessary funds firnn? All tiKse p^lems 
have bem brouf^t to the notice of the 
state qxirta minister, but he’s not willing 
to Ustea We have our backs to the waO^ 
and everyone is tr^ng to hit us under the 

■_tA rs 

D CW » 

Dutta dakna the big dubs have ganged 
up against the association "primal be¬ 
cause we have (tedded to introduce from 
next year the super league system, leav¬ 
ing them wifii little scope for playing 
around with points. Conqietition wiO be 
naxh tougher since the Un 10 wiO fight it 
out among themselves. The Big Three 
want an ea^ route to the title.” 

Clearly, the IFA is in a mesa, wtdeh is 
latgely of ka own making, but compounded 
by eidiemal pressures. And fins ia reflect- 
kig on the Siteld. Poorly financed and 
ineptly organiaed, the Ehteld today stands 
■ixxn of ai its gfanxNiw making a inockery 
of its giorioua past And there's stfil no 

r t at the end ol the tunnel The question 
IFA muatatfe of itself ia: Why continue* 
wifii ^ force? The least it can do is give 
the Shiciid a decent burU. ■ 





HORIZON 


Registering a 
Dispute 

‘Datent diqwtet have a 
X way of hitting headlinea. 
The lak big row that drew 
internatMiial attention waa 
over who ahoukt fpt the 
credit for identify^ the 
vinia that causes in 
huoian beings. Two resear¬ 
chers fat Paris and Waal^- 
ton came oid with aitides 
about their disGoveiy almost 
at the same time. The dis¬ 
pute dragged on with the 
two researchers threatening 
to move the intcniatkmal 
court The case vras even¬ 
tually resolved throujA the 
interventian of the French 
and US governments and the 
researchers were granted 
the patent jointly. 

Another controversy has 
now fpme to a Japanese 
court this time over the 
discovKy of TPA (tissue 
pfauuminogen activator), the 
enzyme that dissoives clots 
in blood vessels. The parties 
in this case are two com¬ 
panies, Genetech and Sumi¬ 
tomo. Interestingiy, the suit 
is not over who should 
be credited with the discov¬ 
ery of TPA. Genetech |»e- 
pa^ the enzyme by man- 
gnilating genes and a number 
^ drug conqwnies all over 
the world bought the kno¬ 
whow for mass production. 
Now. Sumitomo argues that 
TPA h naturally avadable 
and no conqMiiy should have 
a patent on its artiScial pro- 
ductkxL The case is of §pe- 
dal interest because oi the 
far-rewlung implicatioos that 
it is iidy to have on drug 
manufocturera the world 
over. Hie hearing has just 
begun; so, let’s wait for the 
ven^ 


C>\ 







Glow Plants 

'C'annera may some day 
X^ plant crops that glow ISre 
a firefly whoi attacked by 
pe^ According to a report 
In BioSdeace, the gem that 
makes fireflies m the 
dark has become a usefol 
labontory tool for biofogists. 
By inaetting the gem for 
biohimlnescenoe into plant 
cdls, tobacco plants can be 


made to glow. This 
has encouraged scientists to 
‘cukivate’ iwuits that blink 
for hdp. 

According to the plan, the 
firefly gem would be in¬ 
setted so as to activate a 
plant’s self-defance system. 
When pests attack the plant, 
it wmw kninediriely start 
unwitting a li^ waiTung for¬ 
mers of their presence. 



Monster 

Makers? 

G om are the days when 
adence reporters used 
to bipw out of ril pnportiana 
the folout of gen^ en- 
dm er ing. It was feared did 
am misadvenfture wisle tink- 
ersig with the genet would 
let looae monstera that coidd 
wterdi havoc. Newer find- 
inn however, have proved 
otnawiae. Not onfy pfay- 
aioiogiata but also admce 
writers have realised thst 
Ihoee monsters are hard to 
come by. But the realiaatioo 
has not di^Bed fears of 
health hazards. Sdendata 
are afraid that a vkut ere- 
ded by ndatake could lead to 
diaeaaea with no adidote. 

Such feats have conmefled 
hwiwdtera m die UK to 
issue a fresh stricture to 
medical researchers. The 
law makes it compulsory for 
scientists to notify the 
Healtb and Safety Execu¬ 
tive, a governmental wing, 
90 days before testing the 
efficacy of a gemticatty 
aitered micto-orgamam in 
atmosphere. 


Crucim Noises 

W hat do nuclear power 
plant maintenance and 
ped control have in con- 
mon? Noise, it seems. 
Physidsts have so long been 
using devices to detect 
sounds that indicate defects 
in power. The technology is 
now being copied by soim 
US sdentiats to devdop a 
tmy scHind detector to catch 
omusfaing swarms of Idler 
bees. The detectors have 
been mimaturised to the size 
d I half-s-cant diamond so 
that they can be tied to the 
back of a captured idler bee. 
The piggy-bad( noise'detec- 
tor, once it reaches a bevy, 
would alert scientists imi^ 
ki advance so that dtey are 
ready to destroy them with 
SfUSyS. 


CompUedbyPaaik Gulia 
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I n late 1931, Rabindranath Tagwe ar¬ 
rived in Calcutta with a Visva Bharati 
drama troupe to put up a ata^ produc¬ 
tion of his musical opera, Natk Puja. It 
was a big event for Calcuttans. The Old 
Entire Tlieatre (later rechristened New 
Empire) was spruced up fear the grand 
occasion. The show, predictably, was a 
roaring success. For Tagore though, it 
was only the beginning of a mission to 
raise nxmey for his dreamed-of Sriniketan. 
In the twili^t years of his life, he was set 
to undertake an arduous drama tour of the 
country. 

But before Tagore could embark on the 
next leg of his schedule, his secretary 
received a call from B. N, Sircar of the 
legendary New Theatres Studio (NTS). 
The week that followed saw history being 
made. For the first and only time, poet- 
dramatiat-novelist-painter Tagore turned 
^ director. Sadly, nothing remains of 
tiut remarkable and fittle-known chapter 
erf Us life, save the memories of one man 
and a rare photograph. 

Seventy-nine-year-<rfd Subodh Mitra is 
the lone survivor of the group that assisted 
Tagore in the nuking of his film. Miba, 
who became a director in the mid-forties 
and is now directo-in-charge of India Film 
Laboratories (erstwhile I^TS), was re- 
sponaSile for eefiting the fihp. 

overwhelming public response to 
Natir Age had fired the imagination of the 
men behmd NTS. Floor manager Chakai 
Bose, in paitici^, took the initiative in 
getting B. N. Sircar to think <rf filming it, 
acemong to Mitra. 

Sircar did not need mudi convincing. “It 
was decided that 50 percent of the film’s 
proceeds would go into funding the Sri¬ 
niketan i^niect In any case, NTS did not 
view tUs venture purely from a commer¬ 
cial angle and even gave Rs 10,000 as 
doration," says Mitra. For Tagewe, the 
offer not only meant money for Sriniketan, 
but also the chance to try his hand at 
somethkig new. 

For fiw days, Tagore worked with a 
20-member NTS crew, which included 
iiterateur Premankur Atarthi, cameraman 
Nitin Bose and sound engineer Mukul 
Bose, besides Mitra himself. “Hirouj^iout 
the shooting, Rabindranath had Dmendra- 
nsth Tagore to carry out his directorial 
instructions and take care of tiie overall 
supervision, including song arrange¬ 
ments," recalls Mkra. 

Props conceived for tlu film were 
similar to those in the Old Empire drama. 

A rostrum was constructed on NTS’ floor 
no.l. And the entire play was shot without 
deviati^ the slightest bit frtxn Tagore’s 
directions. “That is what made it 
Gunidev’s film. Structurally,the execution 
was totally stagey, lliere were longisb 
takes (witii three cameras positioned at 
•niM) as the players enacted the scenes. | 


Later, I reviewed the rushes at the eating 
table to cut and juxtapose and sift out 
defective takes wl^ called for repeats,” 
says Mitra. 

As a trfoute to Tagore, N'TS had 
planned a documentary capsule to go with 
the 11-reel Natt Ptda, beginning with j 
Guiudev's reflections on his Img years of 
creativity and dosing with him presenting 
the film to the viewers. “After we had 


The great poet had once 


ectedafibn—^with 


disastrous results. 


out 


some nuggets about one 





taDdes, NattPi^a 







Subodh MltnuFlaahlwck on Tagore | Preniaiikur Atarthi, B.N. Sircar and P 

The Reel 


The Bnnneae-style Gol Char on the 
New Theatres cmnplex 















se (widi camera) shooting Tagore for the introductory piece: Rare photograph 

Tagore 



Photographs of Tagore and B.N. Sircar 
adorn the Gol Ohar’s interiors 


Snished shooting the play itself, Tagore 
came over to NTS to help Nitin Bose 
complete the capsule,” says Mitra. 

His voice chokes with emotion as he 
remembers his encounter with Rabindra¬ 
nath Tagore. “It stiU comes back to me as 
dear as daylight. There was the great man 
sitting by my side as I pored over the 
rushes in the editing room. Eventually, he 
nodded his approval. 1 kept looking at him, 
awestruck. Nandalal Bose (the renowned 
pamter) was also there. For a yming man 
of 20, it was a dream experience.’ 

Once the 10,577-foot long cinematK 
version of Natt Pm, the fifth Bengali 
f^ilirie to be produced, was ready, Itebm- 
dranath left for Bombay with his artistes. 
And there, his fund-hunt was fated to end. 
Accord to Mitra, "Mahatma Gandhi, 
who hai^iened to be in Bombay at the 
time, was rfiocked to hear of the reasons 


} for Tagore’s embarking on such an ex- 
' hausting journey. He t^phoned the port 
and persuaded him to drop his plans. A 
' cheque of Rs 50,000 (Gandhj|i's Mnd- 
iwork, as everyone guessed) reached 
Santiniketan soon after Tagore's return.” 

M eanwhile, with the Bengal FAn Crti- 
sor Board certifying Natir Pm (cer¬ 
tificate no. 12101 dat^ 14.3.32) the stage 
was set for its release. An rtganised 
publicity campaign was bunched and hand- 
biUs ai^ streetposters were distributed 
through the dty. On March 22, 1932, 
Nadr Pm was premiered at north Calcut¬ 
ta’s Chitra (now Mitra) Theatre. It was an 
era of sing^-hall fibn dbtribution. The 
inaugural day’s reaction to the dww took 
the wind out of NTS’ safis. The hooting 
audience was unmoved by Tagore, the 
filmmaker. Natir Ptga ran far bar^ a 
week. For once, T^re had flopped. 

Says Mitra, “For one, the film’s theme 
was beyond the 'grasp of the average 
cine^r. The elite who had flocked to Old 
En^e were nowhere to be found at 
Chitra. After all, there was die added draw 
of Tagore’s own presence in the stage 
production. Also the audioice was prob- 
al^ unprepared for the stylised Santf- 
niketani form of acting. I must admit that 
in those nascent years of sound cin«na we 
had also not even thought to dnematicaDy 
reorienting a stagepby." 

The film was shelved. The positive print 
remained in the custody of the dutrfou- 
tors, Arora Film Company, while a nega¬ 
tive copy was stocked in NTS’ film reposi¬ 
tory. “In August 1940, a huge fire at NTS 
destroyed a large number rt films. The 
commercially successful films were in tune 
duped (dupocated) from their positives. 
Others, including the unsuccessful Natir 
Puja, were ignored,” says Mitra. 

In the mid-fifties, Arora Film Company 
returned Natir Pm's positive to NTS, for 
destruction. Nevertheless, Subodh Mitra 
held this final act at bay. “1 travelled 
abroad m connection with my film, 
Raikamal, in 1955, postponing the dedsion 
on Natir Piya's fate, l^en 1 came back, 
NTS was embroiled in liquidation proceed¬ 
ings. The scene was one of total disanray 
and the film had disappeared,” he says. 

Natir Puja, which was made on a budget 
of Rs 15,000, was lost forever. Today, 
only the Goi Ghar (a thatched 
sitting enclosure built specially for Tagore) 
in the New Theatres complex stands 
solitary testimony to a story long banished 
into obbviem. 

The opening words of Ralxndranath’s 
filmed di^urse still echo in Subodh Mit- 
ra’s mind: Ajy sattar bachhar baeshe, 
sadharaner najhe aamaar pariday ek pari- 
naam e eshe thekeche." ( Today, at 70 
years of age, 1 feel the warmth rt my 
people’s recognition ). A priceless motion- 
picture footage we will never see.r 
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I f I w»r« asked what are the 
most frequent questions 
put to ms either through tet- 
tere of this column or vertrel- 
ly by people I meet in all 
sorts of places, I would say It 
would be something on 
these lines: ‘What should I 
do to be good at quiz? Can I 
attend a quiz course?” and 
less frequently, ‘How do I 
become a quizmaster?” 

It's very difficult to give a 
proper and brief answer to 
these questions, but perhaps 
I have an answer which will 
go someway in satisfying 


— 7^0 ^—I y flhOiieetllon; About Whom did Pieasao 
say,”—is the woman who has loved nre 
the most ”?(Puiiri(KOas, 8/2 Kamar 
Danga Road, CalOlitta 700 048) 

Ana; interesUngly, the name mentioned 
by PIcaeso, In m Monk, was not any 
one of his many wivee,mietreaaes or female oseoci* 
alee, but Qeor^ RracKW, Pleasao’s partner In 
Cubfam. 


snd students. 

‘Calcutta Quiz Comer 




organising a quiz course for 
young people, school stu¬ 
dents to be precise, to be 
held from A^l 1990 till 
March 1991. The course is 
desi gn ed to develop a pupil's 
genra awareness and 
knowledge. Pupils will also 
be coached In the art of 
conducting quiz contests 
with special emphasis on 
DubHo soeaMno. Conceived 


O'Brien, special sessions will 
be Wren Neil O'Brien and 
otirer loading quizmasters of 
the dty. Classes: There will 
be one session a week from' 
5 pm to 7 pm. School ex¬ 
amination periods will be ex¬ 
cluded. Enquire at your 
school office for admission 
forms or go direc^ and get 
yourself enroUed.'^ 

NIren Bismokar of SHIguri 
oaks about the black box on 
an oircrML By a coincidence, 
Philip EBsha, Calcutta 18, 
has sent this Information on 


the‘box". 

"The black box, measur¬ 
ing B'x 12", is in fact col¬ 
oured tiuoroscent orange for 
easy identification and re¬ 
trieval in the event of an air 
crash. It comprises the cock- 
^t voice recorder (CVR) and 
digital flight data recorder 
(DFOR). This emits signals 
for one month after a crash 
and records a continuous 
input of flight data: fuel flow. 


oil pressure, engine rpm, 
acceleration, outside air 
temperature, inside air 
temperature, speed, dimb. 
cruise, descent and bank 
angles. In total, 65 para¬ 
meters on an Airbus. The 
OFOR weighs 40 lbs of 
which the CVR accounts for 
220 lbs. The DFDR costs the 
equivalent of Rs 8,00,000 to 
Instal In an aircraft It re¬ 
cords 25 hours of flight on 



playbacktapeandcanrs- 
iTwn submerged in salt wa¬ 
ter for up to 30 days, pro¬ 
tected a^nst bnpoct. Are 
over lOtXTC, chemical 
attack by hydraulic, deickH) 
and fire extinguishing fluids, 
fpels and adds. 

"The OFOR became man¬ 
datory In 1958 In the US and 
1965 in the UK. The data is 
recorded on magnetic alumi¬ 
nium or highinickle content 
steel foil tape which is 200' 
long, 5” wide and 0.001* 
thick arKf wound on supply 
and take-up spools, spr^- 
ete and guide rollers con¬ 
tained within a magazine 
assembly. The tape moves 
6" an hour. It has 400 record¬ 
ing hours on it There Is an 
indicator window showing 
the amount of tape re¬ 
maining. 

‘The CVR has a highly 
sensitive microphone which 
picks up, apart from voices, 
the sound of any warning 
device in the cockpit and it 
records on four channels. 

"The OFOR is usually 
mounted in the tall cone of 
an aircraft as this area has 
the highest chance of sunriv- 
al in a crash.” 


A quiz report from S. Gan¬ 
dhi, Bumpur: 

"A quiz has become an 
annual affair at the Asansoi 
Book Fair. Organised this 
year by Graduates' Assoda- 
tkm, Bumpur, Quiz 1990 re¬ 
ceived excellent response 
from the school students of 
Asansoi and Bumpur. Quiz¬ 
master BIswajit Basu was in 
great form. The winning 
team comprised T.Goswami 
and K.S.Qanguly.” 

Postscript: A nmlnder: 
Tomorrow is the last day for 
receiving entries for the 
Sportsworid Round Table 
QiBz for the Ouniop Spectra- 
vride Trophy. Rush your etv 
tries to Spottswortd, 6 Praful- 
la Sarkar Street, Calcutta 
700001. 

An apofogy. In the Percy 
BaptiStB Quiz 1989 (The 
Ttttognph, February 25, 
1990),^ Xavier's edged out, 
St Jamas by Ml point to win 
andnotasreporiad. 





































C aicutts attracts or rs- 
pda. It never leaves 
anyone indifferent The 
cHy has attracted me ever 
aince my first visit m 1961. 
Then I witnessed the last of 
the Calcutta Englishmen play¬ 
ing polo, manapng James Fai- 
by, Babner Lawiie and other 
companies. I got a taste of life 
at Prince’s and Fiipo’s. Fhiry’s 
still stands but it is not what it 
was then. Even the cakes are 
different They are closer to 
Indian sweets now. In bet all 
of Park Street has radically 
changed. The Eurc^im bands 
and shops have Indbnised. 

But the anglicised world of 
Calcutta IS not what now 
attracts me. For me what b 
reaily Calcutta is what b left of 
the age of Bengal Renaissance 
and the world U the babus. 
Foreign writers have rele¬ 
gated the important past of dw 
dty to hbtory and find it 
irrelevant today. But, what b 
irrelevant to forebears b quite 
relevant to us. For me the 
Bengal Renaissance b still 
ve» memingfuL 
Ittwently there was a sati in 
my hcane sbte of Riyasthan. It 
received national attentioo. In 
Rajasthan’s dtbs demcHistra- 
tions for and against sab were 
held. Some of those who sup¬ 
port^ sati had stuified with 
me in school I was appaOed. 
What happened ip Benpd 200 
years ago came to my mind. 
The era of Rammohun Roy had 
wrought a major change in 
Bengal where sati was t^ as 
popular as h has been m Raias- 
th^ Sati, purdah, diild mar¬ 
riage and other socbliy re¬ 
tarded practices have long 
since dM in Bengal but they 
are stfil aiive in Rajasthan. 

I have visited the ruins of i 
Rammoiuffl Roy’s residence in 
Calcutta’s Amherst Stree^w 
occuined by a compaiv of 
armed constabulary. I have 
stood there shocked at the 
way Calcutta has treated ffib 
gr^ vbkxi^. And why do 
hb remains fie buried at Brbtoi 
in England, 1 wonder. 

Rammotam Roy’s house sits 
in north Calcutta, not too br 
from other grand houses. 
These are hbtoricaliy less im¬ 
portant but are stiO fiiO (rf the 
mood of eatiia: mib. I have 
takoi a tram down Bowbasar 

to Pathuria^t Street and 
1 
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■-■fitm flood Mort (he par- 
inilt Of dmM IndiHi ioat- 
chfO n the hniift of Mnnian- 
to Ghoeli. To eland in tiat 
raom it to fiwKl tnoa&ei 


toceto on watte have a musk: 
of UMr own. Acroaa the etreet 
atanda the houee of Ramen 
Mulidt. hi Ma daik ttving room 
dtdonoed with claeaicai Buro> 
pean atifnea, chandettera en- 
jctoaodhtdodi oovera Mdiidr- 
roce nrfiacthig briow-fafac I 
have been aer^ tea and aan- 





AlMMurdiaf . 

dboA Thtfe I have diatteii) 
with the 0acioua Ramen Mid’ 
lih, oneofthebabua. He hag 
taU me at length how thefr 
fmiiy wonhipB the Xhnd and 
how everr 12 yema a ivedai 
POja ia performed. 

; 1 have Waited JoraaaiAotOd. 
Thera t hrad pndMd into dhe 
room iWiera Tagora iived A- 
atate of l^ftira gracea % 
■aWMOf Jdnaanlfo which ii iom 
a univenity and maaeuih. 

Tbeee houaee, theae sta> 
tnei, theae roorae and die 
dea c e d dei rt e of once 9«at 
fomiiea ate hnportain to me ae 
' they atraogly evoke die apien- 
dkywat (rf Caicutta. 

The prat reeidea too in a 
large and tambhng bouse in 
Shymibaaar, the home of the 
Dati Sen finiiy. Wide the joint 
famittea <rf my native Rajasthan 









Calcutta port 

have broken up, gone mto 
Ktigation and quite dita made 
fools of themselves through 
their feudal fi^its, here in 
Calcutta over W mend>ers of 
the Sen famdy live in hannony. 
They even have an in-house 
dramatics dub. They rarely 
look to outsiders for company. 
On holidays 40 of them travel 
together. 

The past is also present in 
south Calcutta. For me, not¬ 
ably m the flat of R. P. Gupta. 
Once a public relations execu¬ 
tive, he is a writer, collector of 
books and old |»ints, an excel¬ 
lent raconteur of storks and a 
fiite storehouse of knowledge 
on Calcutta. He knows both 
the Bengali face and the Anglo- 
Indian kce. RP is a character 
who IS hard to find in the dty. 
His conversation is spiced with 
quotes from literature and 
poetry. At the mention of 
Swedm (quite common now 
with Bofors) RP bectunes 
angry because his favourite 
rtovelist P.G. Wodehouse was 
never awarded the Nobel 
Prise. 
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. 1lmrl|l|K8»fWtiM0llK 
oiptt iwpfm pMiieii \uW 

IK« Mlr«d9,M|nmfar «pt 

«MK«r imt p 

iotfr nd lie in ilM! 
Wfi Moot IM MV liw i ftp . 
Y«^ ftritoib’s woric reveals a 
dMp iMMest In the pest of 
Cdcntta, among otbey dmga 
die wridnga of Ramakriahna. 
Sitting hi that romn sur- 
roinded by books on hGche- 
hngek), Degas, Picasso and 
wi^ pahitera I have listened 
to Paritosh talk of Ramakiish- 
na and other men from Calcut¬ 
ta’s past Paihosh’s roan itself 
.lev^ how wen the Boftgdis 
■can mix East and West 
The of Calcutta also 
resides in the residence and 
the person (rf the scidptor Mira 


whll «ol pf iiini; 
ana ttn tok cuhure of 
„ a rifscioe Itfd. Tojne. 
nwgn-oftgen auftsce otoMB 

c^aWMindky river httdcs of 
Bei^ during the oummv. 
Hbrldea (rf umg rinl Bei^ 
asasource laperlugMtlerjved 
from Jamini Roy. 

Fortuitouriy, it sns in her 
reodence and from her that I 
heard cf the death of Jandni 
Roy Bi 1972. I niahed to Ms 
house and sSently paid my 
homage to the artist who 
pointy his peers and Ms visual 
adieritors towards the culture 
that fives Mong the rivers, the 
pabn trees and the thatched 
huts of Bengal 
FinaBy dim is the great 






Hie Mollick Rajbaii in north Calcutta 


Sculptor h^ MukhtrJcti*«Smulwrwoinan 


Satyajit Ray, who is a true 
product of ^ Bengal Renaiss¬ 
ance and yet has Ms two feet 
[danted in today’s world. In his 
'second Boor flat, m a rambling' 
house, vriiere he sits often 
with his feet stretdied out and 
propped up on the living room 
tM>i^ a g^ measure of the 
'world is present in the form (rf 
books, maps, records and 
magazines. That room has an 
intematioiial iresence and is 
yet very Bmigafi. The win¬ 
dows are often open and past 
the vrooden slats the cawing of 
crows or the singing of a bad 
or tile ay of a hawker floats 
Ninto the room. He works to the 
sounds and music of Ms aty. 

For me, these men, th^ 
mansfons and homes and the 
cofiee houses are important, 
for they are a personal symbol 
of the fliskm of East and West 


That fusion began with the 
Bengal Renaissance and stiO 
continues today Calcutta may 
not be Its centre. But the dfy 
is still blessed with the sp^ 
that fired the movemoit vtinch 
has been so nnportant to our 
lives all over In^. Therefore, 
for me. to know India today is 
to know the Calcutta of 
yesterday. 

When I see the old houses 
and bialdings come down and 
modem Mo^ of flats, offices 
and shops come up, a common 
sight today, 1 feel sad because 
tiwre is no diaracter in these 
structures or in most of the 
people who reside in them. 
For that reason, to me, much 
of the best of Calcutta resides 
0 ) the pmt The poetry ra 
Calcutta is the poe^ of the 
pa^ ■ 
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PANORAMA 


A 12 ') tonne bus size telehtope 
should begin orbiting harth this 
spring and it may forever 
change the way people view the universe 
and theu place in it 

Ihc celestial observatory expected to 
function for at least 15 years may settle 
the question of the speed at which the 
universe is expandmg find black holes and 
search out other solat systems with 
planets that could support life 

The very notion of planets around 
other stais is a revolutionary idea says 
Robert Brown an astiononur at the 
Space telescope Science Institute in the 
US Just finding the fust planet aiound 
another star would be a psychological 
bicxkbuster It would change our sense of 
place and raise questions is to human ex 
penence and the unique nc ss cif life in the 
universe 

Schc'duled for Liuiich in April ibroad the 
space shuttle /hscovcrv the Hubble 
Sp<ice Icicscopc is exiHctcd to provide 
the best inuigcs cif stais over sc'c n Far 
above farths cibscuiing atmospheie the 
gunt eye in the sky will see images 10 
times clearer and detect objects 50 times 
hunter tfi,in texlay s earthbound telescopes 
can 

Ihe space telescope is named after 
American astronomer I dwin i’ Hubble 
who in the 1420s was the first to deter 
mine that the universe is expanding It 
will be like going fiom the naked eye to a 
zixim lens says Univeisity of Colorido 
astronomer Alan Ste m 

lilt fust image tioin the tclcscoiie is 
expected here it the institute ibout a 
month iftei I lime h llie institute on the 
campus of Johns Hopkins Univeisitv is 
operated foi the National Aeroinutics and 
Space Administration h\ i consortium of 
universities Well be going right foi the 
juguhr says senior scientist Frii Chais 
son We hope one of our first images will 
give us n look at the core of the 
Andionieda (> ihxv 

Hundreds of stii clusters and dust 
clouds he within Andromeda a sister 
galaxy of the Milky Way A massive bliek 
hole an invisible stai that lus collapsed 
uito a souicc of intense gravitation—nny 
lurk at the galletie centre winking as a 
cosmic viiuuin cleaner constantly suck 
mg up dust gas piiiiets and stirs 
looking much further b.ack in time 
sensitive instruments and cameras on the 
telescope will search out galaxres and 
quasirs that forTiied 14 billion ye irs ago 
Ihe observrble universe may have begun 
in an explosion known as the big bang 
about 15 billion years ago 

One of the most luminous objects m the 
uruverse a quasar can release as much 
energy in one second as the sun does in 10 
million years yet no one knows exactly 
what quasars are 

John N Kahcall an astrophysicist at the 



Scheduled for launch 
ne^rt month, the Hubble 
Space Telescope is 
expected to zoom in^n 
the distant comers of the 
universe with far greater 
power and accuracy tlm 
ever before, writes 
Donald Frederick 
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Institute for Advanced Study in Print elon 
hopes to determine whether quasars rep 
resent the bulh pangs of galaxies ot the 
death throes of old ones ’ 

Like early fossils buried in ancient 
geologic strata, these quasars and distant 
galaxies offer valuable clues to tht larly 
evolution of the universe 
"To look at suth objects is to set the 
universe as it was billions of years ago 
says Bahcall The telestope has the 
potential of answenng a number of tanta 
lizing questions about the si/e and strut 


The space shuttle Discovery is expected to put the Hubble 
Space Telescope into orbit in April, giving astronomers unpre- 
cendented images of stars and other celestial objects. The 
instrument will search for other solar systems, black holes and 
distant galaxies that formed H billion years ago 


ture of the universe and whether it will 
continue to expand ’ 

But astronomers still debate what came 
before the big bang and how it will all end 
1 hey raise the possibdity that in biUions of 
years gravity will overcome the expansion 
and pull all matter back, collapsing the 
universe upon itself in a big crunch 

By studying the velocity of older, dis 
tant galaxies and companng them to near 
er younger ones scientists using the tele 
scope hope to me asure more precisely by 
how much the expansion of the universe is 
slowing and whether it will someday im 
plode 

Io help zero in on celestial objects both 
near and far sc u ntists have assembled a 
catalogue of more than 19 milhon guide 
stars signposts in the heavens—to help 
them guide and stabilise the telescope 

Northern Henusphere stars were sur 
veyed by the Schmidt telescope at the 
Balomar Observatory in California The 
survey was partially supported by the 
National Geographic Society The South 
em Hemisphere was covered by the Un¬ 
ited Kingdom Schmidt 1 elescope on Siding 


■' \ ''-.x 


Orbiting above Earth’s obscuring atmosphere the Hubble Space 
Telescope will delight astronomers by producing images 10 
times clearer and detecting objects 50 times fainter than ear- 
thbound telescopes. By analysing distant galaxies the instru¬ 
ment may foretell the fate of the universe. (Computer¬ 
generated photo by Dana Berry. Astronomy Visualization Lab) 
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All InlQfinatlon given 
on thne peges Is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press. 


RE(;UI,AK SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Agneepath: Metro (ChowruiK 
hee Road, 280141), Mitrj (liidlkin 
Saraiu, Bfil I U) 4 shows 

Directed by Mukul S Anand, 
the film stars Amitabh Hach< han 
and Mithun Chakrabortv alonft with 
Madhavi, Neelam, Danny (iOkh 
K apoor. Arihana Put an SinKh 
Akiknath, Kohini llatlangady and 
I'lnnu Anand llie music is by Lax 
mikant Pyarelal 

• Bahurani: Roxy (Lhownnf(hee 
Place 284118) Src'c (Hidhan Sara 
ni, SSISIS), Puma (S P Mukhci 
jee Road 474')6/’) 4 shows 

Ihrected by Manic k Ch.ittc-ijcc 


464440), Khanna (Acharya PiahiUa 
Chandra Road. 552932>—4 shows 

Directed by K Bapaiiah and with 
music by Laxmikant Pyarelal. the 
Aim stars Dharmendra. Mithun 
Chakraborty, Meenakshi Seshadn, 
Neelam, Sonam, Kader Khan, 
Shakti Kapoor and Asraiu 

• Resbma Ki Jawani (A): Soci 
ety (Corporation Place, 241002)— 

4 shows 

A 61m on kive and sin, stamnR 
Silk Smitha 

• Shandar; Hind (Ganesh Chan 
dra Avenue. 274259), Jyoti (Lenm 
Saram, 2411J2). Rupali (Ashutosh 
Mukherjee Road, 474401) Naaz 
(Lower Chitpur Road, 27727J). 
Liberty (Chittaranjan Avenue, 
551046), Krishna (1 C Dutta 
Street, 2504J7) -4 shows, Meno 
ka (Sarat Chatterjee Avenue, 
410417) ncHHi 

A 61m by T C Dewan, stamnR 
Mithun Chakraborty. Meenakshi 
Seshadn. Mandakim. Juhi Chawla, 
Sumeel SaiRal. Kader Khan, JaR 


deep and Danny The music is by 
Bappi Lahin. 


BenRali }■ ilms 


• Aalingan: Uttara (Bidhan Sara- 
ni, 552200), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road. 478666)—3 shows 

Durected by Tapan Saha and 
with music by Manoranjan, the 
cast includes Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Baner)ee. Sumitra 
Mukherjee, Dilip Roy, Subhendu 
Chatterjee, Biplab Chatterjee and 
Shakuntala Barua 

• Byabodhan; Rupbara (Bidhan 
Saram, 553413), Aruna (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road. 159561), Bharati 
(S P Mukheijee Road. 474686) 

1, 4. 7 

Dttected by Dilip Mukhetjee and 
with music by Ajoy Das. the 61m 
stars Victor Banerjee, Moon Moon 
Sen, Indrani Dutta, Kab Banerjee, 
Rajeshwan Roy Choudhury and 
Tapas Paul 

• Ekaki (A); Darpana (Bidhan 


Saram; 558080), Aleya (Ganahat 
Market), Mim Jaya (Lake Town)— 
3 shows 

Moon Moon Sen. Ayan Baner¬ 
jee, Dilip Roy and Sumitra 
Mukhetjee are the chief attractions 
in this Aim, directed by Panna Hos- 
sam. The music is by Shyanal 
Mitta. 

• Hirak Jayanti: Minar (Bidhan 
Saram, 552753), Bijoli (S P 
Mukheijee Road. 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandtu Road; 
352740)—2 30. 5 30, 8 30 

Ranjit Mullitk, Chumki 
Choudhury, Joy Banerjee, Dilip 
Roy, Soumitra Banerjee, Kali 
Baneijee, Sumitra Mukheijee and 
Ratna Ghosal star m this Anjan 
Choudhury 61m whose music is by 
(joutam Basu 

• Mandanda; Radha (Bidhan 
Saram, 553045)—2 30. 5 30, 8 15, 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road, 271282)—2. 5. 7 45 

Aloknath, Benjamin, Subhendu 
Chatteijee, Biplab Chatterjee and 


the 61m stars Reklia .iloiiR with 
Rakesh Roshan Devan Vei'ii.i 
Arun,i liaiii and IMpal Dutt Ihc 
music IS liv K D lliiiman 

• Jeene Do Majesln (R.iti 
Ahmed Kidw.ii Roiri 242261)) 
Chh.iya (Acliaiva Pi.ifiilla C h.mdia 
Road 151 18.*) 

Sunjav Dull Jnku Shrolf 
harha Shakti K ijxioi Kulhhush.iii 
Kharbaiida Aiiiipim hhci and 
Aiiiiish PiiM iiiiii|>iisc the m.iin 
cast Ihc film IS dm c Ic d In Rajesh 
Sethi .iiid till IIIUSII IS bv K D 
Buiin.in 

• Kishen Kanhaiva. Orient 
tllenlimk Stic’cI 28101/) (.nmii 
(R.ifi Ahmed Kidw.ii Road 
244822) Piabhil (C hitlaiaiij,m 
Avc'nue 10071)2) Hasusree (S P 
Mukherjec Road 484808) Hina 
(Bidhan S.ii.ini 111 >22) Pumas 
lee (Kaia R.ij Kisseii Siieel 
5540 11). Madluiban (KcrciiI 
Park) Alochhava (Bcli<ii!li ila Main 
Road 15")05‘)) 

A 61m bv Rakesh Roslian stai 
nng Aral Kapcnir M.idimri Dixil 
Shilpa h.idcr Khiii ind Anuish 
Pun The music is bv R.ijesh 
Rushan 

• Maine Pyar Kiya. Hite (S N 

Banenee Road 211.18,1) 10 45 

2 15 5 10 9 Talkie Show llousi 
(Shibdas Bhaduri Street 552270) 
Indira (Indra Rov Kc).id 471757) 
Moonlight (1 C Dutta Street 
254956), Jag-at (Acharya Prafulla 
C handra Road. 365108) 4 show s 

Salman Khan ,itid debutante' 
Phagyashree ate the lead pau in 
this 61m. duected bv Scxir-ij R 
Baijatiya Die music is by Raam 
Laxman 

• Pyar Ka Kan: Paradise (Hen 
tinck Street, 285442), laitus (S N 
Banerjee Road, 242664) (irace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, .191090), 
Priya (Rashbehari Avenue 



Farha and Sunjay Dutt in Jeeae Do 
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mmoimtBt Unni ttm in tbii An, 
diraotedlif PtanUChowflury. Tbe 
nairic it tv Smtpm ChtkrAacty. 


I H i III 1 \ r 11 1 


An axUbitton of piln£^ by 
Ni^wb Nitbi Adibitya Haldir nd 
Snbirata Bitwu in tte New South 

Cdn. 

At Actdamy of Fine Aitt (Catbed- 
nlRm«2M3(e)- 
ABtankidJIipa 
Sohbii praiaoU SM$aatotur—a 
pncnmna of HuoK MOA redu- 
tbM tnd reading from Im woriu. 
Direciloii: PratadSaa 
At Bnfai Actdemy of Art A Culture 
(Soutbani Avenue; 467843/9602). 
a Md 22 blvoh: pnt 

‘Paditik Nrityotaav—Calcutta 
300*: A aeadya dance programme 
baaed on Kathik on tbe 21at. and 
tndkional Anoa (Katfaak and OdtaaO 
vridt new choceogt ud iy in Odiaai on 
tbe 22nd, org^ied by Padatik 
DtnoaCenm. 

At Cyan Maoch (11 Pretoria 

Slm^. 

aMnnhiCJOpn 

S^ preawiti joyoti Oea m her 



debid Odiaai aob^ Mutcbt Pabetb, 
under the guidance of SaidukuPtnig- 


AtAcadeoqrofFhieAruCCathed- 
(H Roaft 284302). 
28«ai24Muefc:<pni 

Tbe frat two eveningt of Anarai- 
ka'a NttyoUar, in memory of 
Jriabanlmr ftaaaA ieaturce Annni- 
hi't A«m Katbiyea (written and 
dbectad by JaUuuiktr Ptaaad and 
Bhsnl Lath, reapectively) on the 23rd 
and Padalk’a Adbey AAuny (writ¬ 
ten and dbectad by Mohan Rakeah 
and Ayanunand Jaiin, reapectively) 
on tbe 341b. 

At Cyan Match (11 Pretoria 
Stn^ 

MUuOutMm 

Saudi Indta Chib pceeenta a Bhar- 
att NMyina rneW IV TMiiAo Puni- 


moto and a Mehhd Attam tedtal by 
Raiai Dutta. 

At South Indb Odb Hal (TOBHn- 



duatanPark; Calcutta 29). 

TRAVEL 


I’lafXs 


MOTI: All anlvai and d» 
pwrtura tkiMs am for Cai- 
autta. Figwaa In braefcata 
daiiota ma daya, 1 balng 

Mnaiaiaaa 

NBOfNIByn 


Illtt't ll.ltl>lll:ll 


Calcntta-Bombay-Londoa- 
Ncw York: Dep. (2): Al-lOl at 
mo-, Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): A1-16S1/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Caictttta-Dcllil-Paria-Landoii: 
D^. (7); AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Caleutta-Baagkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. ISy. Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Baagkok-Calcutta- 
BonioAy: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-Londoa-Dcllil- 
CalctttU: Arr. (7); A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Fraakfart-Rome-Dolhl- 
Calcutta: Air. (7). A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

Londoa-Dollil-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1); AI-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
bbBacow-Dubal-Calcutta: Art. 
(4);SU-S37at 1625. 
Cateatta-Oubal-Moacow: Dep. 
(4):SU-538atl825. 
Amnau-Calcutta-Autman: 
Arr. (1, 4): lQ-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4); RI-181 at 0830. 
Calcutta-Siagaptm: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at 1530: Arr. (2); SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
Caloutta-Banfkok: Arr. (2. 4, 
7); iC.232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3, 6): 


Filnm Imiw la tha nagtilaFlndlan Alrlinaa acha* 
diila. Birt tha aehadula haa baan eurtailad dua to 
tha BfOuiMHiia of Ha Alrhiia A320 flaat. Paaaan- 
gava aaa ad wa ad to kaop track of announco- 
manta ma da hy InaHan Alrlinaa In tha proas. For 
oaalatonna. tli^ may eontoet 26284B. 26288B, 
2MBM, 202417. M9433, B69841/2/3/4/B and 


TG.313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4. 7); 
10231 at lOSa Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Oelbl-Calcatta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6): IC-S43 at 0755; Dep. (6); 
lC-843 at 0855. 

Obaka-Caicutta-Deibi: Arr. 
(6); lC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-Katluiinndu: Dep. (2, 

4, 6, 7): IC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1. 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Arr. (2, 4, 6, 
7): lC-248 at 1915, Ait. (1, 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Dliaka; Dep. (1. 2, 4. 

5, 7); lC-223 at 1340, Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1200, Dep. (2, 3): 
BG4)94 at 1730; Air. (1. 2, 4. 5. 
7); IC-224 at 1540, Air. (dady); 
BG-091 at 1115, Arr. (2, 3); BG- 
093 at 1645. 

Calcutta-fSiittaceng: Dep. (3, 

6) ; lC-225 at 1330, Dep. (2. 5); 
BG-698 at 1245; Air. (3. 6); IC- 
226 at 1550. Arr. (2, 5): BG-697 at 
1145. 

Calcuttn-Paro: Dep. (2. 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2. 5): KB-105 at 
1330. 


Dimifslic 


Calcutta-Boinbay: Dep. (2); Ai- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5); AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Caicuttn-Oelhk D^. (7): Ai- 
1651 at 0500. 

Dclhi-Calcutta; Arr. (1); AI- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7); A1-U22 at 
0330. 

fndtan AlrameMim» 

Caicutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily); IC- 
263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1710; 
Air. (daily): IC-264 at 2225 and 
lC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Boinbay: Dep. (daily). 
lC-273at 1920. Dep. (1, 2. 3, 5. 6, 

7); lC-176 at 0845; Art. (daUy)' 
IC-274 at 1830. An. (1, 2, 3, 5, 6. 
7): lC-175 at 0755. 
C^lcutta-Madraa: Dep. (3. 5, 
7): lC-265 at 0900; Arr. (3, 5. 7): 
IC-266 at 0820. 

Cnlcutta-Bniignlore: Dep. (2. 
4. 6, 7): lC-271 at 1400; Air. (2. 4, 
6, 7): lC-272 at 1915. 
Calcutta-Vizaf-Madms: Dep. 
(1, 2, 4, 6): lC-542 at 0730; Air. 
(1. 2. 4, 6); IC-S41 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Guwuhntt: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-229 at 1320; Arr. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 


Calcutta-Dlbnigarh: Dep. (1, 
2, 3, 4, 5. 6y. IC-201 at 1130; An. 
(1, 3. 5, 6): IC-202 at 1245. Arr. 
(2. 4): IC-202 at 1500. 
Calcutta-Teipur-Jorhnt- 
Guwahatt-Calcutta: Dep. (3. 5. 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5, 7): 
lC-213 at 1540. 

Galcuttn-Guwnhati-DIninpur: 

Dep. (1, 3. 5, 6): lC-219 at 1110; 
Air. (1, 3. 5, 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Calcuttn-Bagdogm: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-221 at UOO; Arr. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (3. 5, 6, 
7): lC-243 at 0600; Arr. (daily): 
IC-242 at 0900, Arr. (3, 5, 6, 7): 
lC-244 at 1020. 

Caicuttn-SUcbar-Iniplial: Dep. 
(daly): IC-255 at 0600; Air. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Bhubaneskwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 
5, 6): IC-269 at 1720; Arr. (3, 5. 

6) ; IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 

2, 7): IC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1, 2, 

7) : IC-278 at 2215 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2, 
4): lC-285 at 0545, Arr (2, 4); 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calctttta-Poit Blair-Cnr Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): lC-287 at 0545; 
Ait. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutt a-Ranchi-Patna- 
Luckaow-Delhl: Dep. (1. 3, 4, 
5. 6, 7); IC-410at0830, Arr. (1. 3, 

4. 5, 6. 7). lC-409 at 1420. 

Calcutta-ShillOBg-Guwataatl- 
Silchar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; An- (daUy): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Coocb Behar: Dep. 
(2. 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwabatl-Jorhat- 
Lilabari-DIbrugarh: Dep. (1, 

3, 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1, 3, 5. 7): PF-71(V736 at 1725. 
Calcatta-lmphai-Dimapurr 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kailaohar-Agartala-Caicutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamohcdpur: Dep. 
(1, 3. 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1. 
3. 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 

5. 7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (1, 3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
C^utta-Aliawl-Silchar: Dep. 
'dady): PF-705 at 1120; Arr. (dai- 
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b): Vf-706 at 1615. 
Caleiitta-Koiirkcla-Raachl: 
Dqt. (1, 3. 6): PF-715 at 0600; 
Air. (1. a sy. PF-716 at 1025. 
Calcatta-GuwalMti-UIabari- 


Ziro-Daparlio: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Air. (2, 4. 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

CalcDtta-Guwahati- 

Dlbniiarh-Pataighat-AloBK: 


Dep. (1, a 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1, a 6): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calpima-Jajnslwdpiir'Patiia: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 104a 

Caleatta>Dkaaba4-Oa]ra< 

PatBa-Dhaabad-Caleatta; 

Dep. a a sy. PF-737 at 0600; 
Air. (1. a 5)- PF-738 at 1100. 


I'r-tins 


Dapartura 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Tima 

Mmnrmh 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

10^ 

Dathi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3006 

19-20 

Amritsar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

204)0 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (Now Daihl) Ea- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 
D^—Tues Thurs & Sal 
ArrI—Wed Fn A Sun 

184)0 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Dolht) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

184X) 

2304 



Dep —Mon Wed Fri A Sun 
Am —Mon Tues Thura A 





Sat 



2301 

16-30 

Ra|dhanl Expreea 5 days a 
week 

114)0 

2302 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 

A Sun 





Am —Tues Wed . Thurs 

Sat A Sun 



2373 

23-00 

HImpIrl (Jamimi-Tawl) Exp 

Tn-WWy 

Dep—Tues Fn A Sat 

11-10 

2374 



ArrI —Tues. Wed A Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



praas 

Dep—Mon A Thurs 

Am—Thurs A Sun 



3000 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-46 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

16-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam bne 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

164)5 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

224)0 

Mithlla Express 

54)0 

30221 

2657 

e4X) 

Kanehanjuftsa Express 

20-50 

2558 

6659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Exproas 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

CoalfIPId Exprass 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

214)0 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

ArrI —Fodav 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-06 

Jamalptir Th-wMy Exprosa 

Dep—Tues Thurs A Sat 

64)0 

3072 



Am—Mon, Thurs A Sat 



3015 

9-55 

Santinikalan Exprass 

15-45 

3016 

2150 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Supwlast Express 

Dep—Thurs Sal A ^n 

Am—Tues Wed A Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

SMpra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues A Wed 

730 

1172 



ArrI-Sat A Sun 



3327 

16-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



Bl weskhrExpmaa 

Dap A Arr—Mon A Fn 





itmtOmh 



3143 

194X) 

Darieeling IM 

8-45 

3144 

3163 

21-40 

Gout Express 

Jammu Tawl Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 
SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

6185 

18-20 

12-40 

BhaglratM (Lalgola) Express 
Chhapra Exprass Bt-WssMy 

10-25 

4-30 

3104 

5188 


Dep & Am—Wed & Sun 


Otornum SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Anbal 


Up 

tnia 

Momrrmk 

Tbno 

Oa 

60(» 

214)0 

Madras Mall 

6-30 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-10 

8001 

2860 

13-25 

Gltan)all (Bombay) Express 

14*15 

2859 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmedabad Exprass 

4-15 

6033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Exprau via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

154X) 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

ArrI —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hstia Express 

64)5 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

64X) 

Dhauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupati Express 

4-30 

8060 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

praas 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

10-45 

Purulia Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Am—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Howrah- 
Trivandrum Central Express 
Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 
Guwahatl Wsekly Exprass 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A VIsakha¬ 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 

«W 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfast Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Am—Tues A Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore CIW 
Wsekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore Clty-Guwahatl 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttadd 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Tor- 
minus Wsekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tormlnus- 
Patna Wsekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 

ENQUIRIES; 

For round the dock Infonmatlon of Eastern 


Hallway tralna. plaaaa dial 203B48>84 for In-eomlngtralfM; 
203B3b-44 for all ethar Infonnatlom. Information 
about rocarvationa on faatom pnd South Eaatam Rallwaya 
tralna, dial 203800 (from 8 am to S pm on waofcdaya and 8 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and holldaya). 
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ncu) OAVl WhM ia Km ywingniMto^ abM? To IM Otit 
dfow Nnoo from tfol lo dM. otfo oote f o- 


• CITY TOURI Find a worid capital In ooch sontonco 1. 
Pa risaa aarly 2 Tha EaWmo acowlad. 3 It waa a mad 
ride. 4 Toxic air ovarcamo Mm. 

«w » wpm t •xwon a and i 



wmxvmaeoiNi'Mmi 

Buhottmfow ml$alng woidt In 
1ht$ imming llnah 1$ $i>lM wHh 
»f $am 0 dt Htttn, M with ttMk 
ordarraarrangad 
I mutt (t/myadf to thit, 

Muttd Ma POP (2/, bhwtu a a 


nn t 01 of etr^ a notUor ot 


fhargir OMml but m^puMf ^4A 
Thtmarolhtmittingwotdtfbui 
notkionitr): Skrgtr, tmgnt, ilnaer. 
■ r t tl gn. How qi^Aly can you Insart 
tfiam corracny? 

«/4«u » t «ow f uPmu ( 


• ooa DAZei fhn that 
h9¥a latHvkhMl kannab, 
kMtoiK Om kmmal l§ amp- 
If. Dea g 0 ki tho ri(^ 
plaPKmit d»§ 1 bahnga 

B Mat B ^ 

WVfWfW m Ovp # JVINW 9 

Ik, klaf « ¥fhara t 0. § 
t akana 1 k. and $ arima 9 
h. 

U a kif aaoant kannal aa 
naaaanafPf moaa ika tlpj a 
ana a Mna la praipar kan- 
nalaln 19 mama. 


tfitfi twxm ammotio* 








































1 RIE8 

Mvoh ai— Apr! 20 
A burst of solf* 
confidonco and 
vigour helps you to get things 
done on March 22 and 23. 
Through travel and oorrespond- 
enoe you win your lady love. 
C spe n eee wM be heavy. New 
opportonMee deflnNsty unfold for 
you Thanks to your confidence, 
you manage very well this week. 

AURUS 

A|ir« 21-May 20 
Qalns from ooHabora- 
tlons, Investments, 


T 


sodaBsing, rsHgloua rites and 
txjsiness transactlona are pre- 
dtoted. The mid-week as wen as 
the w eekend are Ideal for ro¬ 
mance. Overheads and other 
•xpenaee need careful watching. 
Laiun to plan carefully and orga- 
nlaeltghiiy. For the next 2i da^, 
you muat safeguard your health 
and that of your loved ones. 

EMiNI 

May 21—Juna 20 
“ Marriage, official an- 

__ gagemant, travel and 

legal matters keep you com- 
pletsly occupied. Loved onaa re¬ 
spond magnifloonlly. Socialise, 
be frtandhi and thus win over 
new customers and patrons 
News of a tucraUve contract or 
lender may reach you. Watch 
your steps on March 20 and 21 
Travel lead to pleasure as 
wenaspronts On the whole, you 
wW be bi high spirits 

ANCER 

Jun* 21-July 20 

The focus Is on work, 
health, promotion and 
Work first and use the 
weekend tor a tmte bit of weN- 
d ess n red fun. Rewards In cash 
or gifts greet you Job satisfac¬ 
tion wW be there Qo In lor a 
checkup of a nagging health 
probtom. Take time off for M- 
surs Travel only tor business 
and/or professional purpose 

II 

■ July 21—AuguM 21 

Romance, marriage, 
creative pursuits, 



ohildbirth/conceptlon and 
aodalslng are this week’s main 
trends. Your overtures wW be 
heartily weloomsd Aloofneas 
melts Mo sweet Invitations Ex¬ 
penses could eat Into your bv 
oomeorproflt Costlyref^are 
Maly; Instailailon of new gadgets 
or mach in ery Is also foretold. 
Health takes a turn for the better 
and this makes you more pro- 
ducHvs Requiramonts tor cloe- 
Ing a property deal or a ool- 
taDoraUon kaep-you hopping. 



IRGO 

Augua 2»-a«pi 22 
Home, property, 
funda, loans, toveet- 


menls, shifts and trwwfofs wH 
have Inter-relatod effects. An old 
flame rskirxfles, though tempor¬ 
ary, and while attending to a 
sick friend you meet someone 
Interesting A plot of land purch¬ 
ased as speculative property 
proves Its worth. Plans for a 
dream home take shape In 
search of superior health care, 
you may have to travel to a 
distant plaos. VWIs to sttes and 
property inspeetlona require 
much outslatlon acllvltios. 


BIRTHDAYS 


mm IB 

SagtttAriua mocm. WiMm 
Atniofly; YwiMiteMBliBiii 


IBRA 

. 8«gl23-Ooi22 

* Those In Invention, 

- r ese arch . Innovation, 

and distribution sot the 
pace and tempo. Journey and 
oommunfoaUon win be your main 
programmes. You ww be pas¬ 
sionate, Intense and highly 
charged with chivairy and savvy. 
Even It you have to antsrtaln to 
secure a busmen deal or a Mg 
show, N wtt be worm the oaun. 
Do not be upeol by orfliolaffl or 
temporary neglect, othenviee 
your health might nosedive. 
Travel is an exceptionally pool- 
live qnd strong polnlor. 



n um i ii wfmom 

Itanrti iB 

Mfletft MMfoN g pql WM it 

^ ■ ■ “ ' 





tkm 

— 

^H®s ^.. 

Unypti tl 



CORPIO 

onas-ftovn 


•inOlOynimi 
funota noiHi 


and iBOiealton are Via pare- 
dcKlcal dbecttons. Astorasio- 
manoa goes you have your dtos 
otoaka, tmuglh awaal and tol 

kM0 MWaa llBMf hUiV. ImMlDfB 

thoaa In land and property dsala, 
and the smployod oan took fl(x^ 
ward to hapn proepacls. Except 
from MamM to 22, you should 
be m pretty good ahi«w- 

^ AQITTARiUB 

Nov2S-Osa 20 
The moon's quarter m 
your sign makes you 
r s snns , vtotortous 
and axoapUonally lucky. Ro¬ 
manos is your ridhiful due and 
you ahal olalm H. For the kn- 
modMe, however, you miv he 
afNoled tv a love triangle. ChM- 
dten and oreativo pursuits wi 
consume your finances but 
make you proud and triumphant 

APRICORN 

■ Dm 21—Jm is 

Expenses and in¬ 
come oven out home 




and Journey Maim your alloniton 
strongly and simultaneously. 
You ivifi make cnjcM dsMatans 
between Thursday and Sunday. 
Romanos wIB be sudden and 
explosive. Theretore, wBdIy ax- 
clling. Foreign goods or mer- 
chandlae, saws and dMribulton, 
trading and oommerce wfll come 
alive. Health safet^iards are 
esaandal during the aariy part of 
the week, sAor that smooth sal- 

kiQ 

^ QUARIUS 

(s JM 20-m IS 
•*i >Negollalions, setlle- 
msnlsandsuooesam 
e nt e rp risas are predtolsd. Your 
style and graoe vriB overrun any 
isiUon to your romantlo 
You recover tool ground 
■ the weekend and oreato 
opportunities. Contraols 
and negolMlons wM be to your 
advantage. Health problems 
should be hap^ resolved 

I8CE8 

Hb IS-Murti 20 

The mMn trends of 
the week are mtahiy 

f ireai Inner drive, 
ng/inveeting and 
■hooDifia flOPMS. Sacral tiMMd 
romantic plaoes entice you. 

RBCfi^Diiaa a raiEf lova poaffiv* 

You sdBie m the ftnandal «ea. 
You wM have much to do to a 
very Mwrt time. Cals, oom- 
muntoaHon and coneepondenoe 
will be kteel substttutes tor 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment. Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of, 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for. with Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 


a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum). It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 


M E LAt M 


you and your family a range of medical 
benefits, including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances. For 
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Mpeen apptcM 
e rum- edMinai 

^Si 

ML III 

m 

rht t 

■n bin c 


fMBowr oa» iw 1^ 
BasroD ?ak StrMt CTp 
m B«8teV Mtfok 
4). b the ebe en ee cf eh- 
Bgbtened gove rnm ent iti> 
terventipii, educedon has 
gone int» the hawis of 

8l3P0Ct flCBIBt' 

I bq>pen to be one of the 
peo^ who viaited Paul 
Rora dfaunal, cooped (gt 
fiat which he paaaea off aa a 
tntoiial home. Sitting be- 
hfaid ha desk he poio^ to 
five bondlea of books in 
front of Um and aahl when 
nqr ddd went from first to 
fifth buufle he would be fit 
to get into any Bcbod. 

1 did not pb my chfid in 
aucfa avahhig lands, but 
nanjr bttssaed parents do. 
Whet they do not reaMse 
toat tiiton who cbkn tor 
wtafc wonders are reaSy 
reaponatole for eaui^ 
knverable dvnaaa to the 
dddL the hi^ levels of 
amde^ s ad »fross and a 

MMSIDff DHDuBft 

are iean «Weh a aSd car- 
ms ihnwi^ ttt. 

there is SttladoiflA that 
schoids «wh dahh to hm 
hotfaim to do whh th^ 


nCiMtow wSQPwV 99 yWI 

he seanfrcan at^wdfiBsto 

«af?d»taigsdtoSr 
educttiDa 
n^ftee^vhidigtifsstfio 



PR 



dtotog aha 








S!l££j 

«J5svier'i . W 

Itohetl 

^ ft 
hjtosUr 


^ ebteMwtmwIddiafidiis 
todduttodtoiire^qi^ 
frj tf ftering i the questioo 
wnnwat aek ou to e lves ie 
odiat can we eipecl ftoni 
our ciiddrea B tala is the 
eaampie dieir teachen end 
pa r e id i ere setting? 
baan Chaadra, 

^^ iiif«e ta 

a I wse stopriaed to lee 
bow what I had your repor¬ 
ter wai cut and changed. I 
fsef horrible becnae Paul 
Roy not ofiy worked fin 
me fcr many years, but is 
abomyftie^ 

1 encouraged him to 
teach. Samranaa when a 
teacher was absent, I sent 
Um to a daSa, speciaJly 
Bengali bd hmguage to 
dasaeafiandZlM^a 
knhcfc for toeeUm and waa 
cap of the beat teadm 
^ tb^btwasnotgmatri- 

riitoy , 

He tooh ecane 
and from the eery bcidD* 
ding he waa a anceese. 

he raaidned Up Jjoh 
hecMise acmineUM veOH 
A hie lyr'f* 

Ie hie WerUng to Uto 
ff heiA He i iSined to 
radtai rather ttan cast a 

■Iw CQ Ql9 9 IChOOI( 

He dM\iMi heed 

'SSSfiltoeSadtf 

teedi^ Me 

brooi ‘ * - - 
ytbm 

eed 




gat edriktod in al toe bet- 

-*- ■*■ 

vdVw^Qilpe 

It ie a pity that he wsM 
the only one tehe ehg Ud 
outbynaneandliiiiipiita- 
tfcn epofled when he ehoidd 
ham been guotod as en er- 
•mpie of wmd hard, co n aci- 
enttoua work and aiacerity 
can achieve. 

Rr C Beoehe, &J„ 
Heedmaster, St Xavier's 
CoOegiBteSdKwl, Cakutta 

■ With refereiKe to the 
article your reporter 
appears to have over-used 
ms imagination. I take 
strongexcrotkntothere- 
mtik that I nave “managed 
to bw three flats in the 
P«k Street area’’. TUa is 
totally fidse, I hqipen to 
own only one flat of 1000 
Sq ft wl^ was bouMh by 
me in IftTS lor Rt 80,000. 

You wH ap prec i ate tost 
toieiypeofrepoctiagwtoi- 
out aaoectriUng the facta ie 
danavmtoiny repntatioo. 


O dqdfs 


Prove Us Wrong 

The articte on leender 
Peei (PUwuety ISI ma 


Pinto Qfdittmtf 18) waa 
tknUy. Hot the pcwhiA 

iiltD iiMMii fffinm •mti m 

tout wBr ataiy nutn am 
, atoto iinial praphe and: 

umvOCymBnOBt 

We aft hope Leander 
pimyea every one of ua 
wrong and emeigei a top 
diaa tannia star; wkutog 

iMhMGwWi 
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■T Bgu Patnaik 
returns as chief minister of 
C^sa after 27 years We 
profile Dm man and the 
pofabaan and find out if he can 
make any difterence to the 
state. 


13 


■ mm Dutchartist 
COTnel Bierens has created a 
gigantic cdlage m homage to 
Vbiceiit van Gogh, who turns 
100 later this wrak. We take a 
look at this unusual work of 
art 


18 


■ to# A report firom the 
Iskcon headquarters m 
Mayapur speaks of East 
European and Soviet Union 
devotees who have embraced 
Krishna Conaaousness 
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T he 1958 statkn wagon la a 

wen^weaerved warhorae ^ many 
ca m p a ig n a , but iu cunent ahecn is 
virBe and exdting. Maks of marigoMa 
adan its flagstaff, KaSnga Ratii is embb- 
saned across its body and in command on 
tiw front seat, young at M and raring to 
go, is die indondtable Biju ntnaik. Twen¬ 
ty-seven years ago be left the oCBce of 
diief n^ter by the fall of the dice of the 
Kamno Plan. Now he is back, kn^ of all 
Kalinga, waving benevolently from his 
gr een W^s, holding early morning dur¬ 
bars at his sprawling re3iden9e, lettfrig fly 
bursts oi inq>erious anger at a tremi^us 
secretary. 

Patnaik, tall, imposing, expansive is 
once again where he naturally bekxigs: at 
centrestage, the cynosure of the arc 
lights. Ten days after his victory, Biju 
Fitnaik is Orissa and Orissa is Pat¬ 
naik. This is an election he has fought 
singlehanded, m his shining Willy’s, the 
Kabiga Rath which roved from one consti¬ 
tuency comer to another. Ten days and he 
is the only minister in his government, m 
no hurry to appoint others, basking in 
success, at once the Opposition and the 
government, smugly usmg the office the 
Congress(I) forfeit^ because it got only 
10 seats. No one else mattered. Certainly 
not the discredited Congress(I),with its 
leaders girding themselves for battles on 
home fronts. Nor for that matter the con¬ 
tending lobbies in the Janata Dal, waiting 
for the booty of power, but humbly 
agreeing to be seen and not heard in B$u 
R^. 

The day begins early at the chief miius- 
ter’s residence. Retainers in white flit ab¬ 
out serving a frugal breakfast and taking 
out the remnants. A toast burnt during the 
IMCture session is carried away amid happy 
titters. Applicants are m queue on the 
groundfloor, some in the corridor, others 
in a sitting room chitchatting, gazing at 
family portraits, ffipping throujdi outdated 
magazines. The dutbar is upstairs, on the 
bal^y overlooking the spacious lawn. 

Petitioners go up by turn. Everyone is 
barefoot We wait for the stragglers to be 
heard, for breakfast to be over. Minions 
pit-pat aroimd, talking in hushed voices, 
everyone is bubbling on this brisk morn¬ 
ing. Our interview wifl be at the house, we 
have been tokL But just as it seems we 
are going to get the 1^ man to ourselves, 
there is a dunge of venue, to the party 
(rfSce. Biju Patnaik gets up and a flurry of 
activity f^ws. People rush forward as he 
ta ke* the stairs. A few suppflcants who 
missed the durbar take up a few more 
minutes, fall^ at his feet, stiddng out 
hysterical peti^ for help. We scurry to 
our car so as not to be left behind by som 
siren-guiM convoy. But to our suipnse 
the d5ef minister is off with die;|ninmum 


of fuss, not even a red 1^ flashing on his waO. An invefter and tubeii^ are in place 

official Ambassador. Tlie office of course for power cuts, and cardamoms and doves 

knows that the boss is on Ms way. Ner- sit in a saucer on his desk. This is the 

vous aides receive hm fidgetmg and fiimb- office the Ccngressd) would have got if it 

ling as the car stops in the porch. There won the 15 seats retpiired for rect^dtion 

are yet more petitioners waiting here: no as the main Opposition party, but so 

one wants to miss the ready largesse of a sweeping a victosy has the Janata Dal had 

big victory. A middle-aged man hu a i»ob- that the CongressQ) got a^ 10 seats. It 

1^ something to do with law and order. is bet#een here and his d^f mmisttf’s 

Bqu Patnaik listens, one foot in the car, chambers that B^ Patnaik dividBs Ms 

the other on the ground, elbows resting on time. Party aides flit in and out A press 

the roof and agar door. He is almost youth- release has to be vetted. He takes a quidc 

foi in his manner, though so ob^usly look and asks for a point to be highli^ted. 

worn down by the years. A well - meaning seoetary is roundly fired 

Mmutes later we troop into the office for his bureaucratic ways: "Don't you 
behind him. A portrait of Vivekananda know a chief minister's o^rs have to be 
rests on the floor against the wall, the implemented." A girl and her parents 
Janata Dal’s Sudarshan Chakra occupies a leave beaming after being told that the job 

comer on a pedestal, a map hangs on one she wanted is hers. This is B^u Patnaflc fai 

fiiD flow, seizing the moment, haunted by 
age and a bypass surgery and toe ambition 
t^t just tMs once he should succeed in 

j^271ongv^B^ 

PBtn&IK IIBS rCtUmCu to very little development h^ alienated peo- 

nnwpr in mmhina pie fitm toe Congress of J.B. Patnaik and 

power in ynssa^ crusrang Satpathy, they were easily drawn 

everyone 3nd everything by BSu Pati^’s Oambouyant app^ for a 
flint ramzn in Viic wrav ^ "last chance" to build a prosperous Orissa, 

-iVi 1 ^°^* I_ * *t*te now plagued by unempfoyment, 

UMESH ANAND snd industries, and power stiwta^. 

s-RNANDAfourimr 

m a now-or-nevermood I" ^ “Xties, as a congressman, he wa 

— " IV - 1 - t-t:—■— -swept to power and by toe end of the 

_ as he plunged n^cllong decade he was being put^cly denounced as 

into the real battle aheaa ^ fountainhead of corruption. Wth a 

non - Congress government came the 
Khanna Commission which absolved hon 

‘No one bat oo ooe wlU be ipered, however highly pteced he may be’ 


After 27 long years. Bilu 
Patmrik^rretumed"^ 
power in Orissa, crusi^ 
everyone and everything 
that came in his vray. 
“IMESHMANDahd. 



Photagraphe: AIbke hfltra 




I n an mttmew spread over two dajrs, 
Orissa duef minuter l^u Patr^ 
spote on a wide range of sutgects, both 
personal and pohticaL Following are 
socne excerpts: 


Q: How do you feel about ha\mg 
staged a comeback as chief mimter 
after £7 long years^ 

A: I have not (really) btaf^ a lom- 
eback I have always been with the 
people. They have just appointed a 
new servant. 

Q: IWut do you think led the iieople to 
you SUCH aa overwhebmg man¬ 
date in the (Aaaenddyi ekctjons^ 

A: Ask the people It is not m> den 
Sion. 

Q: What do you hope will be the 
l^marks of tlx Janata Dal govern 
ment^ 

A: Read our 18-pomt election man 
ifesto 

Qi What IS the order of your pnontxs’ 
A: There are many pnonties Ail the 
programmes are being clubbed 
together and we are dealing with them 
Q: What is your strategy for dealing 
with unemployment? 

A: We are tr^g to explore new ave 
nues of emi^yment Do you think 
unemployment is only among the edu¬ 
cated^ 

Q: No, but what do you propose to do 
m the viBages^ On the one hand, the 
Janata Dal indulges m large-scale etic- 
tiun for a Disneyland in Haryana and on 
the other, you talk 0 / generating em¬ 
ployment m rural areas, 

A: I don't know much about the Du- 
neyland. I must ask Chautala (the 
HaiTana chief minister) about it. As for 
providuig envloyment, a BiR u ben^ 
mtroduced in Parliament to grant tte 
n^t to work. The to work will be 
a constitutional ng^t. 

Qt What would be the means to pro¬ 
vide jcdis ? 

A: Means have to be found. 

Qi Since comggiou »the CmgressH) 
go\emment was ama/arplank of your 
poO lampmgn, what do you pre^se to 
do about some of your partymen who 
are facing charges of corruptkm? 

A: Except Sarat Kar, there is no 
attegation against anyone I had a^ed 
him (Kar) about almdy owning land 
before acquiring a government plot. He 
said he had surrendered tus over 
the land before acquirmg the govemr 
nient plot 

Q: What woidd be the mechanism 
through which you propose to curb 
ionvption^ Ym have beenrepeatetOy 
stating that you Would probe the ittegal- 


m SENSE OF ADVENTDll^ 


Iv aojuired assets ofthepokbeum and 
ofSiers ami corUiscate Oieia. 

A: We wdl go to any IngA to remove 
corruption which has stni^ deep roots 
in all spheres of the adiranistranoh. No 
one but no one will be spared, however 
highly placed he may be I have already 
foniied SIX specul vigilance squads 
under the control of superintendents of 
police to mquire into the cases of 
corruption (all over the state). 
Chargesheets in these cases will be 
produced before tiK Lok Pal and other 
courts 1'he Lok Pal is going to be a 
very busy person these days 
Q: Are you going to evolve a cork of 
conduct for your ministers^ 


At The^toy and the goveinpiHir 
work itmlose cooperation mtlheach. 
other and jointiy enunciate pokcies. 
The party hierar^y will closely assad- 
ate itself with the implementation of 
the policies and programmes, especial¬ 
ly to meet the interests of the common 
man I have called a ni^ting of the 
state party executive committee to 
choose a new president 
(Patnaik is now holding both the posts 
of the party president and the chief 
minister An ad hoc president will take 
over on March 21 till organisational 
elections take place ) 

Q: A ma/or reason why the Congres- 
s(I) was routed m the elections was the 



A: Naturally. The code of conduct wIB 
be slowly evolved, 1 have already 
announced that minsters or anyone 
else fa] the government w3t not orga 
mse foundatwn stone-'laymit ^re- 
inoiikw whkii Ml flow becotta a tttait 
ft the poat, 

Qt You are ai record saymg that dier^ 
may be inaugural cermoags for Ap 
prefects on tber eoOtpledq^ , 

A: (t may bd on(y m case (rf way laeor 
prcfeota. They wanfesd me to ifieugii* 
rate ^ liJSabmadir^mpIt barragew^ 
Jeet )$iAfietmiyekto)rdogddmt 
have no hnn^ I toU |hiu»t 
project anihotmea) to ptR up a mikA 
on the bant^ (fo ecAect money to 
meet the constniction cost). 

Q: What woulif be the tei^oAa be^ , 


loss of as government's toucii with the 
people.,. 

Ax 1 have given directions at the level 
of secretaries to suggest wdyn df ’ 
^ streamhnuig the administrative 
40 as to eheettvely deal with 
grievances I am waitmg m tht# 
fejKrt. At the ground level, malprse- 
continue 

hye you ttaNang ifhvaig'a^rf^ 

'• t«f to fxckaiYNy take ' 

'gnekgBeee 

L '.It 

lee what dm ealiimm' 

, iwt suggest Special vigilancenipe 
tttve tiem> set up. CimngitKm inuigone 
(fewn difop ever^vhere and mtist he 
uprooted- Vou find a lot of corruption m 
. the enmlpymem exchanges too. 

» xm/r^pbrn to tempi riw 
/ ihHreamacrsd tmitm imfrAyW 







' (ji/IBfami to -$1^ 

'"'iqfiMtdia^ deydop.in indepen* 
’dMndhd, tKCfioMbfanentrepi^ 
and'O pmnbter. The bureaucracy is 
being re^a'^sed so as to be result* 
oi1ented,-withQat ^liildng its responsi* 
Moior tasks are ahead—the 
Steel plant, railway extensions, 
deepenitHt of Paradip pent, creation of 
rnassive emptoyme^ potential, availa¬ 
bility of foodgrains at reasonable 
prices. Secretaries will be divested of 
their additional charges of heading the 
curjxtrations. The d^rtments have to 
be reorgarased into functional units. 



Q: you propose to appoint sane of 

l«ar» MAm m beads afmu m a a mt 



.tk^lbffloknb lip to io t^OOt} to eo(^ ’ 
\|ilinier,i\,irunil artisan and landless . 

. Gibfe t tm d t 

• U^ipdetiiment and gbtt> 


agtm OteBali^yuiti^ tm 
mm- Wm eA mum bap^ to dm 
fioiect ?■•■■.■■ ■ ; 

At There is AQ test nmjpt bt Balapd as 
yet and tiwre wU not beoii. die : 

^^^Ae^ectiotts m Oripse, you took 
dm CPI and the CPUM) as your atkes 
and exe/uded dm VP. The CPI(M) is 
now airnned at the growth of dm VP 
in the country. Arejvu alarmed tao.^ 
A: 1 am not alarmed. Why should I be 
alarmed? A country lives through ages. 
India has been known for its religious 
tolerance throughout its long history. 
The BJP’s thiriJdng has a religious 
overtone. As far as India is concerned, 
there is no room for religious fana¬ 
ticism. 

Q: Some personal questions. 

A: Smiles. 

Q: You bekmg to a category of leaders 
who have become part of legend. You 
are known for your daredevil feats as a 
young man. You have been an Indus- 
triakst and a senior pckitician all these 
years. What motivates you now to be 
in office ? 

A: A sense of adventure. Thirty years 
ago (referring to 1%1 when he first 
became chief minister) the administra¬ 
tion was geared up to exploit the 
state’s abundant natural resources, to 
lift its people firom the morass of 
poverty, TTie same administration has 
gone into decay. It has to be pulled up 
and set in rmition. The people have 
I»wed beyond any doubt that they not 
only want a change, but are prepared 
to woHt hard to bring about a dunge. I 
am to be their ally in then task. 

Q; In the. bde forties, your were 
enterg^ as a top tadusttiaSst of the 
country. Wbat'pranidkdydu (ogive up 
MusVy to bpeome a m-scak pokti- 
dan? 

A; I found indu8try,an inadequate 
apparirtua fur serving the people. 

Q: Poir are one of, the few poktkians 
who have dot promoted bmily mem- 
ben to politick. 

A: WIfr promote? Aiiyooe On the 
Indy) ii fiee to be ki poUto a Ms 
osm lidkt * 

Qf Yourwitodoes na stay most of the 
ttokf wkb 'jmu to' Idtubaneswar. Don't 
yartoel nrp topk ^ bnkfy support? 
At.Shgt llm «eeiv enough over the 
Veail, xtgh^fisdf Indonesia fwhereshe 
iidngdPainiiik i» a daredevil mission to 
Rfsepe (helndQnesnn natkaalist lead* 
er Shahator). . 

Q; With-your poptdarity why did you 
need stfmimhmoBiey to Sght elections? 

A: ft at md . tiibsel and not 
popiidaity'imdi niom jeeps. 


of personal gain but found him guilty of 
adnunistiative unproivieties. 

Bi|u Patnaik, of course, promptly de¬ 
clared that he would happily commit 
thousands of such improprieties if Orissa 
stood to gain. His achievements during the 
short sp^ of chief ministership between 
1961 and 1963 were to be landmarks; 
Paradip port, the expressway linking its 
hinterland, the Sunabeda MiG factory. But 
no one really believed that he had not 
stashed away a personal fortune too. In 
1963, the Katnany Plan robbed him of Ilia 
job. His loyalist, Biren Mitra, managed to 
stay in office till 1964 and the powerful 
student movement and his successor, 
Sadasiv Tripathy, lasted till 1967 when the 
Congress was decisively voted out. 

T hen came the 1971 elections which 
saw Byu Patnaik defeated in all the 
five constituencies he contested, even 
though his breakaway Utkal Congress suc¬ 
ceeded in setting up a coalition with the 
Swatantra Party. The ministry was headed 
by Biswanath Das. There was .in oppor¬ 
tunity for him to be chief minister when he 
entered the Assembly with a byelection 
victory. But he lost that opportunity too 
when Nilamoni Routray took a decisive 
chrnik of the Utkal Congress back to the 
Congress and helped Nandini Satpathy be¬ 
come chief minister. Thereafter it seemed 
that, after the brief spell of 1961-63 Biju 
Patnaik would never again get to rule Ms 
home state. 

But Bgu Patnaik has rarely let the world 
overtake him without masterminding a few 
eyecatching sideshows of his own. When 
he has been left behind in the hurly burly 
of politics, he has survived on his image. 
He is one of the few leaders who at once 
belong to legend and reality. In the forties 
he flew a C^ota with his wife, Cyan, to 
Indonesia to rescue a nationalist leader 
there from, the Dutch. As an industrialist, 
he founded the Kalinga group of companieB 
and built up a fortune before he settled for 
a future in poktics. Being in politics in no 
way reduced his elan. He has always cut a 
dashing figure, making no secret of his 
penchant for all things bright and beautiful 
Even today he declares it is a "sense of 
adventure” that keeps him going. He could 
still be piloting his Dakota over unknown 
Indonesian jun^s or savouring the thun¬ 
der (xi a good business deal Ufe never 
loses its magic mme Mm. 

In 1971, a^n he was defeated, he was 
denounced as a Inaggail He had promised 
in 1961 a tiled rod and safe drink^ water 
for every house in Orissa. Instead, at the 
end of 10 years, people were wanting to 
know where his private fortune came 
from. Almost three decades later, Bgu 
Patnaik has won an election by promising 
to wipe out corruption, forgive small rural 
louis and provide more joto. 






h U 


‘Let aome cat or dog go for inaaguratioB ceremonlee' 


The victory is already beset by nagging 
doubts. Can a party swept to power by the 
strength of one man remain in power? 
Almost everyone believes that Blju Pat- 
naik wants to leave betund a milestone with 
his signature for posterity. But will the 
Janata Dal endure in power or wfll it fall 
apart just as summaniy as it was celled 
together^ The Congress, even after its 
humiliating exit, bebeves that it can return 
to government "Defeat is not new to us. 
We have faced it in 1967 and 1977," says 
Basant Biswal, the newly elected legitte- 
ture party leader. "Bjju has been in p^tka 
for 40 years, but in office for just four. I 

K ' e his govenunent two years. Then the 
ata Dal will be hounded out for not 
keeping its tall promises." 

I t is not, however, entirely true that the 
Janata Dal in Orissa depends solely on 
Bjju Patnaik fex its survival Whbe it may 
have flourished m the last elections be¬ 
cause of his charisma, the nationwide 
wave against the Congress(I) and the poor 

Ib the limelight 


I performance of the J.B. Patnafle govem- 
! ment were also factors. Translating anti- 
Congressd) sentiments into votes for the 
Janata Dal was a second line of leaders 
who are going to matter in strengthening 
the party as Bqu Patnaik gets down to the 
bus^ss of everyday governance. 

The second line is young and eager to 
wield its influence. TlKre are Bahanaman 
Behera, Trilochan Manungo, Bhagat Be- 
hera, Ashok Das, Srikant Jena, B^oy 
Mohapatra, Nalini Kanta Mdianty, Damo- 
dar Rout, Bhakta Charan Das and Bhabani 
9iankar Hota. They each owe their alie- 
gianoe to Bqu Patiiaik, thou^ in certain 
configuratkxis they riv^ each other. 

The most influential amc^ them is Sri¬ 
kant Jena, who has vrith him Bqoy Moha¬ 
patra and Nalini Kanta Mohanty. Together 
the three have been in the vanguard of the 
Janata Dal’s offensive against the Congres- 
s(D since 1980. Hiey have a loyal follow¬ 
ing among the youth wing of the party and 
have ear^ finther prominence as active 
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JegWatora. Jena was the ardiitect of the 
Yttva Janata’a “Save Oiiasa” programme 
through which he hi^ilighted the Congres- 
s(D’s neglect of the state. He aiao giMed 
the campaign for having Congreaad) 
ministers disclose their assets. These 
were aO important saxing points m popu¬ 
lar support coalesced around the Janata 
Dal and Biju PatnaSc’s charisma. 

There was little surprise, therefore, 
when Biju Patnaik chose to appoint Srikant 
J«ia as the chairman of the Janata Dal's 
cainpaign committee. Jena thm played a 
dedsive role in fashioi^ th^ par^s elec¬ 
toral alliance with the CPI and the CP1(M), 
steering clear of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. 

Further evidence of Jena’s clout cmne 
when his recommendations brou^t in 
nominations for the Assembly electii^ to 
the exclusion of the erstwhile Jana Mordia 
and socialist groups. B|ju Patruuk, too, has 
an aversion to tlwse groups. Where Jena 
could not prevent nominees of rival camps 
from securing nominations, he succeeded 
later in getting almost all of them defeated 
in spite of the wave in the Janata Dal’s 
favour. Thus it was that Trilochan Kanim- 
go and the wife of Bahiqaman Behera, MP, 
were not elected. Behera happens to be 
the chairman of the Onssa Janata Dal Par¬ 
liamentary Board and like Kanungo he be- 
kx^ to the former Jana Morcha. The high 
point of the Jena camp’s campaign against 
the ex-socialists was its success in depriv¬ 
ing Banka Behari Das of a nomination. 

Jena has won seats in the Assembly 
thrice: 1977,1980 and 1985. In last year’s 
parliamentary election, he defeated the 
wife of the chief minister, J.B. Patnaik, 
by a record margin of 2.5 lakh votes. 
Other Bqu Patnafle loyalists have beat 
trying hi^ to nvai his prominence. A 
challenge is posed to him by Sarat Kar, 
Ramakrishna Patnaik and Damodar Rout 
and vdiether he will be able to retain his 
clout will d^nd on hu continued close¬ 
ness to his mentor and his equation with 
Bjjoy Mohapatra, Nalini Kanta Mdianty, 
several other young MLAs and the youth 
cadre of the puty. 

But while the second tine grows in sta¬ 
ture and experience, there is no real talk 
of the mantle passbig. Everything right 
now depends on Bqu Patnaik and his sta¬ 
ture. I^t the party needs more than 
anything are s^bols of change, dramatic 
statemoita of intent Only Bjju Patnaik 
has the panache for achieving this. De¬ 
cades have past since he showed Nehru 
by declaring that the state government 
would find the Paradip pmt prcgect be¬ 
cause the Centre would not B^ Patnaik 
haa aged and meHowetf since th^ but no 
one believes that he has lost his magk. 
Having hit die road once again in Ms 
trusted WDy’s, he is ready fex the hairpin 
bends Of office. ■ 








F&ir Deals 

A cknowledging efforts by 
women is a rare i^e- 
nomenon. It came as a rare 
surprise, therefore, to find a 
fair entitled "Women 88" 
gracing the exhibition 
ground opposite the Birta 
Planetarium last month. 

Women 88 is actually a 
social action programme, in¬ 
itiated by a group of "social- 
ly-conscious” women in 
1988. It aims at encouraging 
entrepreneurship among the 
less privileged women and is 
a project of Swayambhar 
(which literally means ‘self- 
reliant’). 

The fair, with 130 entrep¬ 
reneurs this year, wa^ held 
with the objective of high- 
lifting products and ser¬ 
vices^ by women producer 
groups or individuals and to 
provide an opportunity for 
them to interact with the 
government, private 
marketing agencies and the 
public. Although the term 
'88 is retained as the year- 
mark, the fair is an annual 
venture and helps evaluate 
the progress of the form 
over the years. 


Love and Let 
Live 

I raq has scrapped all 
punishment fm* men who 
kill close female blood rela¬ 
tives for adultery. The Al- 
Ittihad weekly said on March 
12 that the Iraqi Revolution¬ 
ary Command Council had 
issued a decree to this effect 
(XI February 28 "with an aim 
to improve moral stan¬ 
dards." It, naturally, made 
no mention of pardoning 
women who killed male rela¬ 
tives involved in similar 
cases. 


Of Female 
Bondage 

M arch 8 was observed 
around the work) as 
International Women's 
Day—a token day in the 
year 1990—the year dedi¬ 
cated to the girl child. To 
mark the occasion, the 
women’s Consortium for 
Development, the Young 
Women’s Christian Associa¬ 
tion, India, and the Joint 
Women’s Programme spon¬ 


the early life of the Indian 
girl, struggling towards 
adulthood." And such it re¬ 
mains—during a teenage 
generally burdened with a 
women’s workload, ing¬ 
rained with values that teach 
her to dream of and pray for 
a s(xi. And if that prayer is 
rejected, she does to her 
daughter what her mother 
did to her, and the girl child 
is relegated to a life of neg¬ 
lect, not unfre()uented by 
torture. 

The scenario shifts but 


1981 census indicated an ex¬ 
cess of 23 million malp": m 
India. And with the riMcnt 
alarming trend in female 
foeticide (40,000 girl 
foetuses were aborted in 
Bombay in 1984 alone), India 
seems poised on the 
threshold of a majex demog¬ 
raphic imbalance. It is evi¬ 
dent that religious and cultu¬ 
ral norms play a key role in 
checking this trend, for the 
lower the status of women, 
the hif er is the number of 
female deaths. A must para¬ 



sored the revelation of start¬ 
lingly poignant data on the 
distressing plight of the 
female sex ri^t from birth. 

Comparing the ^1 to a 
wild rose, they pointed out 
that like the uncared for 
flower, she is "grudgingly 
given space in a flowed)^ 
lovin^y created for prize 
blooms—allowed to stand, 
but seldom watered. 

"Some wild rose plants 
wither away, some sunnve, 
pale and undersized Such is 


slightly in the urban areas— 
the literate (as opposed to 
educated) mother having 
simply mastered the art of 
mask^ her craving for a 
son with stoic grace. Every 
year, 12 million girls are 
bom in India; 25 per cent of 
them do not make it to their 
15th birthday. This, desixte 
that girts are biologically 
stronger than boys. Of ail 
the Indian states, only Kera¬ 
la has a sex ratio that favours 
women. While most nations 
in the world have a m(x'e-or- 
less equal sex ratio, the 


doxical state of affair in a 
land where the majority seek 
solace in the worship of a 
female deity or power! 

Let us, in the year of wild 
roses, help convince women 
bonded to a Ufe of depend¬ 
ence and disciirolnation that 
disparities are not Aeir due, 
nor disreapect, but the r^it 
to aetf-determination as hu¬ 
man beiii^. A stepping 
stone as it were, towards 
acquiring a sense of their 
own worth. 

Sudipta Bhattacharjee 
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THE GREEN CARD NATIONALIST 


H IS triends descnbfri 
Madan Mohan a& a 
nationalist, though he 
{deferred to be called a pat¬ 
riot As a boy, he joined the 
civil disobedience movement, 
made a bonfire of his foreign- 
style clothing and participated 
in aU the Quit India demonstra¬ 
tions. His greatest regret was 
that he was never sent to jail. 
"Then I would be entitled to a 
freedom-fighter's pension,” he 
would tell me in jest 
He lived at the other end of 
town, but made it a point to 
come all the way to see us 
twice or thrice every year. On 
each such occasion he would 
come laden with goodies—a 
box of sweets (“pure desi 
ghee) or a basket of fruits m 
season. "Why do you take all 
the trouble. Madaivi?" 1 would 
ask him. 

"What trouble-shrubble, 
yaar? After all, we are old 
friends.” He insisted that we 
were in college toother and 
that I used to help h^ out with 
his papers. "Don’t you remem¬ 
ber when you wrote that essay 
on Longfellow for me?” 

I didn’t remember any of 
this, nor did I see the connec¬ 
tion with Enj^ish literature, 
because he ended up as a doc¬ 
tor. He married into a rich 
family, established a 
flourishing practice and ac¬ 
quired several properties and a 
fleet of cars, including an im¬ 
ported one. 

He came to see me a few 
days after I retired from the 
Foreign Service. “Quite a 


Or, how 
terda/s pat 
turns coat" 
tomorrow 


Marco Polo you’d become, ” he 
said, embracing me like a long- 
lost brother. "But now you’re 
back. That’s good. There’s no 
place like home.” I murmured 
something appropriate in 
reply. 

'T’ve retired,too,” he went 
on. "No practice. I keep the 
clinic open for two hours every 
morning. No fees. Strictly for 
the poor. This way I feel I’m 
contnbuting to the national 
cause." 

1 demurred when he 
broufijit me a pair of KoUiapuri 
chappals on another occasion. 
“Don’t forget the Sulka’ ties 
you brou^t me from Paris,” 
he countered. He went back to 
wearing European clothes 
around 1950 and was always 
smartly turned out Later, he 
wore kurtatpyjsma in khadi, 
only at home and in summer. 

Madan Mohan was scandal¬ 
ised by anything that could be 
construed as against the 
national interest and he riled 
against "useless pursuits” 
such as dependence on foreign 
aid. “God helps those who help 
themselves,” he was fond of 
quoting. He was specially se¬ 
vere on those who went 



abroad for medical treatment 
"We’ve got the best doctors 
here. What we may lack is 
specialised equipment But 
we’re getting aD tlus, and mak¬ 
ing our own." 

His pet peeve was against 
the "brain drain”. "Look at the 
amount of talent we’re wast¬ 
ing. Hk cream of our crop is 
going over to those Yariks. 
And sdiat do they give us in 
return? Spies disguised as mis¬ 
sionaries, while the Palds get 
the fighter-planes and the 
radar!" 

"But our chaps are doing ail 
right m the States,” I would 
tell him. “And look at all the 
dollars they send back. And 
the good name our scientists 
are giving to Mother India.” 
He would only hum in reply. 

M adan Mohan’s two sons, 
Vishnu and Vqaya, both 
IIT graduates, were doing 
advanced training in aero¬ 
nautical engineering with the 
Boeing company in Seattle. 
"On aviation depends much of 
the future,” he said one day. 
“We may buy any number of 
the latest aircraft, but unless 
they’re properly mamtained, 
ttey are next to useless.” Be¬ 
sides, he added in a sly aside, 
aviation could throw up an 
occasional Prime Minister! 

"Tliese machines depend on 
maintenance more than any¬ 
thing else," he said,with spe¬ 
cial fervour. "That’s where my 
Vish and Vq will come in. 
They’ll plug all the holes. 
Whatever they’re learning is 


dedicated to the nation. After 
aU, as the poet said, this is 
their own, t^ native land.” 

We lost toudi for a w^. I 
was abroad for most oi last 
summer, and Madan Mohan 
was visiting his sons cm the 
free ticket to which he is now 
entitled. He came over during 
the Christmas holidays, bring¬ 
ing an enormous basket of gol- 
dm oranges. "I have a firi^ 
in Nagpur vrim has an orchard. 
He grows some specially for 
me. You’ll find them quite 
above average.” 

"But why so many?” 

He dismissed my protest 
wth a wave of his hand. "No¬ 
thing, yaar. What are a few 
oranges between friends?” He 
paused for a long moment, and 
I sensed that he wanted to 
make‘an announcement 

"This is also a farewell 
visit” he said at last “I’m 
leaving next month to join the 
boys in Seattle. They have 
Green Cards now, and assure 
me that I can spend the years 
of my old age in comfort and 
close to my next of Ida Be¬ 
sides, the/ve married Amer¬ 
ican girls. Livaig is good out 
there, and the pay is fabu¬ 
lous.” 

“But what about your 
dream, the contribution you 
wanted your chiklren to make 
to the national welfrue?" 

"Things diange, yaar,” he 
replied. "Tomorrow is another 
day. Let scaneone else look 
af^ the national welfare.” 

P.L. Bhandarl 
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• Tape-recorder and anything of corresponding 

magazine: 1 would like to value. Wnte to Saibal Chatter- 

exchange a Philips mono upe- jee, W-29/2 Kankhuly Road, 

recorder (AM 125) in good Calcutta 7(X)()18. 

condition and about lUU issues • Newspaper and book: 1 

of ^tortswoM (January offer the first issue of The 

1988 to January 1990) for any- Sunday Telegraph (London) 

thing of correspondmg value. and a Book of Punch (early 

Wnte to Amit i^ngupta, 12/13 I9th century) for anything of 

Fern Road, Calcutta 7(X)019. equivalent value. Contact S.S. 

• Camera: I would bke to Dutt. 53 Bakul Bagan Road, 

exchange an Agfa Isoly II Calcutta 700025. 

camera for a two-band radio or • Books, LPs, magazines, 


cassettes, coins. Walk- Wnte to OtheUo Mazoomdaar, 

man, umbrella, album, 137 A.B. Nagar, Calcutta 

negatives and aquarium: 1 700061. 

offer several books, imported • Buliworker: 1 offer an 

LPs, cassettes, coins, a Walk- almost new Buliworker 3 with 

man with two pairs of head- power metre, wall chart and 

phones and a stabiliser, a carryuig case for a flashgun 

Malayasian umbrella, some which can be fitted to a Snap- 

negatives of the UK, an per 300*^811161:3 or for 15 

aquanum'(lS'x9 ), an album novels by Sydney ■ Sheldon, 

and a few imported magazines Contact Debabrata Mukher- 

on various sul^ts for any- jee, 27/1 Northeni Avenue, 

thing of corresponding value, Calcutta 700037. 
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St Olaf Church in Seram- 
pore occupies a signiScant 
place in the history of Bengal. 
Senunpore, a Danish o^y 
for nearly 100 years—long be¬ 
fore the Englishmen arrived— 
was once famous for its print¬ 
ing and publishing indus^. 

The first Dani^ flag was 
hoisted at Serampore on Octo¬ 
ber 8,1755. The place was 
called Frederick Nagar after 
the Danish king, Frederick V. 
Today, only a few memorials 
like tte graveyard, two roads 
(Church Lane and Court 
Lane), the governor’s resi¬ 
dence, which now houses the 
court, and the famous St Olaf 
Church bear testimony to the 
Danish settlement. 

St Olaf Church is unique in 
terms of its construction and 
architecture. The name of 
King Frederick VI is still visi¬ 


ble at the ^te of the church. 
The spire is adorned with a 
globe and a cnns above it. The 
church was constructed in 
1805 by Danish governor Col 
Bayie with public money. The 
totd cost of construction was 
Rs 18,000, of which Rs 1,000 
was donated by the then gov¬ 
ernor general. Lord Wellesley. 
The pet^le of Calcutta, De 
nmark and Serampore also 
made sizeable cmitributions 
towards its construction. 

St Olaf Church was never 
used for spreading Christian 
ity. It did not even host a 
single mar^e ceremony. 

And there is no record of 
anyone being christened 
here. Later, the English 
missionaries took over this 
church and Mr Mack was 
appointed its priest. 



However. W'Uliam Kerry, 
who established the first Ben¬ 
gali press at Serampore, did 
not particularly like the diurch 
architecture. The interior has 
a fairly large pedestal without 
any images. Its only wealth is a 
' pair of silver clandlesticks, 
donated in 1803 by Mrs Sckau. 
The interior is also adorned 
with plaques of William Kerry, 
Marshmiuin, Ward, Danish 
gpvemor Holensburgand Dan¬ 
ish health director Dr Vigott. 
hi 1831, Bishop Rev. Wilson of 
Calcutta placed a clock in front 
of the church. 
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A quiz report from far-off 
Karnal (Haryana). 

“This is to inform you that 
the Literary Society of 
National Dairy Research In¬ 
stitute, Karnal, organised an 
inter-college literary meet, 
Congr^ation 90. Various 
teams in and around 
Haryana participated. The 
winners were NDRi, Karnal. 
Congrats to Debashis Sar- 
kar; he must be the best 
Quiz Master in Haryana.” 

And one from Ohanbad on 
Scolomin Saturnalia '90— 
the spring fest of Indian 
School of Mines. 

“ISMITES witnessed 
some fantastic quizzing. It 
was superbly conducted by 
Terry O’Brien. Quiz enthu¬ 
siasts witnessed a keen tus¬ 
sle. The denouement was a 
treat to watch. BIT, Mesra 
were knocked down in a 
sudden death. Well done, 
Patna Collegel The hosts 
finished third. They could 
have greened the valley 
more." 

Satyabrata Mahapatra, 
Berhampur, Orissa, has sent 
a list of pfiobias. Here is a 
selection: Ecclesiaphobia 
(Church), Stygiophobia 
(Hell), Osphresophobia 
(Body odours), Cynophobia 
(Dogs), Femiphobia (Be¬ 
coming a woman), Pho- 
nophobia (Speaking aloud). 



11th Question: in medieiiia what ie the 
Bible Treatment? (Raja Biswas, Green 
View (IIME), 119 Southern Avenue, Cal¬ 
cutta 700029) 

Ane: It’s the bursting of a swelling 
(genglle) by hitting it with something 


solid. It comes from the older days when priests used 
to burst such swellings by hitting It with a Bible. 



Abraham Unooln 

Thanatophobia (Death), Sig- 
lanophobia (Sailing), Syn- 
nophobia (Committing sin). 

I've just finished reading 
an entertaining book, They 
Never SaU It (OUP, Rs 140) 
To iMustrate what itis all 
about I reproduce what it has 
to say about Abraham Lin¬ 
coln's Fod-AII-of-the-People 
quote: “You can fool all the 


people some of the time and 
some of the people all the 
tirne, but you cannot fool ail 
the people all the time.” 

“Lincoln was supposed to 
have uttered these words 
when speaking in Clinton, 
Illinois, on September 8, 

1858, while campaigning for 
the Senate raair 
A. Douglas. But the 


Bloomington Pantamapn 
made no mention or the re¬ 
mark in its report of the 
speech, and it cannot be 
found in any of Lincoln's 
printed addresses. In a book, 
Lincoln s Yams and Stories. 
appearing around the turn of 
the century. Colonel Alexan¬ 
der K. McClure of the Phi¬ 
ladelphia Times reported 
that in a conversation with a 
White House callgr about the 
virtue of dealing honestly 
with the American people, 
LirK»ln said: 

"It is true that you may fool 
alt the people some of the 
tinne; you can even fool 
some of the people all of the 
time; but you can't fool all the 
people all the time." But 
McClure gave no source for 
his story. In 1905, nearly half 
a century after Lincoln's Clin¬ 
ton address, the Chicago Tri¬ 
bune and the Brooklyn Eagle 
attempted to prove the au¬ 
thenticity of the quotation by 
citing the testimony of wit¬ 
nesses, all of them past 70, 
who expressed the belief 
that Lincoln had said sotpie- 
thing generally of this nature. 
Evidence for the quote re¬ 
mains extremely weak; but 
Lincoln expert Albert Wold- 
man came to the conclusion 
that the epigram would prob¬ 
ably continue to be accepted 
as authentic because it was 
“so Lincolnesque” 




























The angular physiogncmy, the unkempt 
beard, the haunted look, the bold ferocious 
brushstrokes Is this Vmcent van Gogh^ 


INTHI 


mm 




T o a number of art lovers and cntjcs, 
this portrait of Vmcent van 
Gogh, readily recognisable, yet not 
quite nght, may appear to be somethmg of 
a mockery of the great artist But, to 
Cornel Bierens (40), a contemporary 
Dutch artist, the creator of the original 
collage. It IS an art form A Hommage to 
Van Go^, this 6 5m x 5m giganbc 
reproduction of the famous Self portrait m 
ffmt of the easel, is m fact a collage made 
from 3,000 postcards of the artist’s paint 
mgs Surpnsmgly, scissors were rarely 
used and most of Ae postcards are mtact 
One hundred and sn different pamtings 
and drawmgs, each of them pamstakmgly 
picked for colour charactenstics, went mto 
the makmg of this sensational reproduction 
of the oft-copied master 
Yet, a reproduction it is, and a revolu 
tionary one at that Like all other revolu- 
uonary ideas, Bierens’ work was the butt 
of a great deal of cnticism by art critics 
m the Netherlands, and the Bureau of 
Tourism, who were themselves responsi 
ble for commissiomng Bierens At home, 
they called the colbge a “rape”, but 



Bierens' 3-d model of Van Gogh’s The Bedroom at Arles 


VAN GOGH, LARGER 

THAN LIFE 


abroad, particularly m the Umted States, it 
received rave reviews Last September, 
this collage was maugurated at the McCor 
mick Hall m Chicago by the Dutch bom 
Miss Umverse Angela Visser, and is 
currently touring Hong Kong and Tokyo, 
en route the US There it will be auctioned 
on March 30, the day of Van Gogh’s birth 
Kirk Douglas, the veteran Hollywood 
actor, relivmg a few moments of his role 
as Van Go^ (m Lust for Life), will preside 
at the function, which is expected to 
attract many art collectors 
Cornel Bierens, although bom nearly a 
century after Van Gogh, is able to draw a 
certam parallel between the life of the 
great Dutch master and his own Both 
were not bom artists, and started pamtmg 
late m life Like Van Gogh, Bierens also 
has a brother who played an active part m 
the artist’s life “That is where the similar 
ity ends, ” said Bierens m an mterview with 
this writer Vmcent Van Gogh sold only 
one pamtmg m his lifetime, Bierens ex¬ 
pects to sell more, and it seems certam 
that he will Tramed to be a psychologist, 
he spent the frst few years of his life 
working with young people At the age of 
30, he took to art, art, not m the 
conventional meanmg of the word, but art 
m the broader perspective, as "the use of 
skill and imagination m the creation of 


Dutch artist Cornel 


Bierens put together 
a giant coOage of the great 


painter who turns 100 this 
month. SHAMLU 


DUDEJA spoke to him in 


Amsterdam 


Additional reportage by Priya Saran 

aesthetic objects that can be shared with 
others” It is his analytic approach that has 
been put to clever use m carrymg out the 
various projects he has conceptualised m 
the last year or so 
'The Netherlands Bureau of Tourism 
commissioned Bierens to use his imagina¬ 
tion and talent to carry out several pro¬ 
jects to promote Vmcent van Gogh 
abroad Bierens was dehghted He had 


always been attracted by what he refers to 
as the enigma of Van (lOgh’s pictorial 
spaces and paradoxes m the famous 
artist’s forms With his projects, the 
collage m particular, Bierens hopes to 
comment “on the global cult that has nsen 
around the Dutch Vicar’s son” He wants 


The Sunflowers: Part of the collage 









to piesent to the world “Van Gogh, at a 
glance’ 

One of Bierens earlier projects was an 
enlargement of the masterpiece Self par 
trait with a Felt Hat Using pieces of 
board, coloured according to a border code 
by his assistants, and fitted together like a 
Jig-saw, he was able to “construct" the 
&ff portrait (or indeed any other form that 
he chose) 

The Bedroom at Arles, like some other 
works of Van Gogh, lack the classical 
one-point perspective, and has often been 
under scrutiny Accordmg to Patrick A 
Heelan, “For Vincent, the possible and the 
true IS clearly not the realm of scientifically 
exact Euclidean forms ’ In an effort to 
highlight the "distorted ’ charactenstic of 
The Bedroom for the lay person, Bierens 
constructed a life size 3 d model of The 
Bedroom WaUs, wmdows, fiirrature all 
have been scaled to a perfect degree of 
distortion to synchronise with the pers¬ 
pective depicted m the pamting As a 
resuh, the bedhead is not parallel to the 
wall, the chair does not ‘sit” parallel to the 
floor, the table is not a rectangle, and so 
on Yet, Van Gogh’s pamting looks very 
real, and is most pleasmg This model 
travelled through Europe last year, and 
was given an award for excellence by the 
minister of tourism, m Pans 

A Hommage to Van Gogh, the 12 panel 
collage of the Self portrait, was the third 
project undertaken by Bierens He, in 
reply to cntiasm says, “'This collage is not 
meant as a cynical comment If one looks 
at It closely, it has to be clear that the 
maker loves Van Gogh ” Fhe poster size 
does no justice to the on@nal work 
Further r^uced and reproduced on post¬ 
cards, It looks as if It had been made “firom 
banknotes” and Bierens is not pleased 
with this 

It IS unlikely that this collage will match 
the pnce obtamed by for any Van (iogh 
recently, but it has certainlv stirred up a 
great deal of mterest And Bierens real¬ 
ises the opportunistic aspect m domg this 
collage at the nght time “If I had come up 
with this idea three years later, it would 
not have created so much mterest he 
admits 

It was a difficult task to select the 
postcards to be used for this creation The 
huge canvas had to be roughly divided mto 
colour zones, and pamtmgs with matchmg 
colour charactenstics had to be chosen 
For the background, Bierens picked a 
number of drawmgs by Van CJogh—still 
hfe, landscapes, self portraits—all m black 
and white This helps throw mto sharp 
rebef the bn^tly conceived figure at the 
easel The gmger-blonde hair and beard 
are made up of Van Gogh’s works with 
yellow either m the background or m the 
compositional elements The SuuBowers, 
Potatoes in a yellow dish, Le Pont de 



Cornel Bierens sits in front of the giant collage, A Hommage to Vaa Gogb: 


I'Anglois, Self Portrait with a Straw Hat, 
Still life with Lemons and others In the 
buttoned up jacket one can pick out 
hundreds of different self portraits “m blue 
pamter’s smock”, and several other cliar- 
actenstically blue works The Reclinwg 
Nude and the Plaster Statuette are scat 
tered all over, along with dozens of other 
pamtmgs, the size of a postcard Flashes 
of red are often provided by The Zouave 
Bierens tried to explam how he worked 
on such a huge scale “I put together an 
apparatus compnsing a videocamera 
mounted on wheels 'This camera could 
move back and forth, and would flash on 
the screen the overall view of the collage, 
while I was working m one place This 
meant that 1 did not have to go backwards 
and forwards all the time to get a good 
look the camera was doing it for me ” 
“Why did you go mto this form of art? 


Does It have somethmg to do with your 
background of psychology^” he was asked 
“I did not want to solve problems I 
wanted to create ‘puzzles’, artistic puz¬ 
zles, as food for thought I tned to make 
art m my own way,” Bierens said 

Not content with all this, Bierens is 
gomg ahead with his fourth project for the 
Van Gogh year—a textured 3-d version of 
Ihe Potato Eaters made horn sand and 
clay, with real life potatoes m the dish 
The potatoes will give root and eventually 
die, with the enmeshed roots forming the 
contours of the picture—a buth to death 
saga 

The Potato Eaters is perhaps one of the 
pamtmgs Van (Jogji was very proud of. “I 
mtend^ to keep consaentiously m mmd 
the suggestion to the spectator that these 
people eating theu potatoes under the 
lamp and puttmg their hands m the plate, 
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forms the theme of the exhibition. 

The visitor can see Van Gogh’s inspira¬ 
tions. Works of artists and others (like 
Matisse, Picasso,etc.) who influenced and 
inspired Van Go^, along with those of the 
artists who were inspired by him, photo¬ 
graphs of places where he lived and 
worked, adaptations of Van Gogh’s ongi- 
nals...ali these and more will lie highlight¬ 
ed. The visitor can read Van Gogh. A 
complete collection of his letters to his 
brother, Theo, and other members of his 
family and fnends is being published, and 
many of these never before exhibited, are 
now on show. Going through this excep¬ 
tional exhibition is a treat and further 
confirms the fact that Van Gogh was as 
prohfic a writer as he was an artist. 

The visitor can hear Van Gogh. Opera, 
dance festivals, film festivals, TV prog¬ 
rammes, poetry recitations., all centre 
around the Van Gogh theme. The visitor 
can feel Van Gogh. The Van Gogh Village 
created on the Museumplein, (the 
Museum Square) in Amsterdam, extends 
the interiors of the Museums out into the 
open, with an abundance of sunflowers, 
blue inses and other flowers dancmg 
attendance. 






have also tilled the soil so that my picture 
praises both manual labour and the food 
they have themselves so honestly pro¬ 
cured. I intend that the painting should 
make people think of a wav of life entirely 
different from our own civilised one. So I 
have no wish for anybody to consider the 
work beautiful or good...” 

Having successfully attracted the atten¬ 
tion of the world to the Van (high year, 
(he Netherlands Board of Tounsm is 
planning a big tamasha for the Van (Jogh 
enthusiasts who visit the country where 
Van Gogh was bom and bred. Amsterdam, 
and its surrounds, are buzzing with activ¬ 
ity. Receiving the final touches, is the 
most dazzling extravaganza that the art 
world has seen. A tounst will get more 
than wdiat he can cope with; and he will be 
able to "sense" Van Gogh vrtierever he 


The visitor can see Van Ciogh in every 
nook and cranny available. The rorus of 
the centenary celebrations is the major 
two-part retrospective of his work becrm- 
mng March 30, going on to July 29 1 he 
first part, the 1^ paintings, displayed at 
the Ifriksmuseum Vincent van (Jogh. Am¬ 
sterdam, has scores or mastemieces, 
often in senes, hanging side by side, for 
the first time, with his favoiinte but 
perhaps lesser known works. The second 
part compnses 250-odd draw mgs at the 
Rijksmuseum KroUer-Muller in Gtterlo. 
"The world concerns me m that 1 have a 
certain obligation and duty, because 1 have 
walked this earth for 30 years and from 
gratitude I want to leave a souvenir in the 
shape of drawings and pamtings—not 
made to please a certain taste in art, but to 
express a genuine human emotion.” This 
quotation from one of Van Gogh’s letters 


Collage being put together 

In a letter to his brother Tlieo, in ld88 
Vincent van (Jogh says. ‘1 can’t help it if 
no one buys my pamtings; 1 know that one 
dav people will realise that they are worth 
more thcin the price of pauit and canvas.” 
He was not far from the truth when his 
Sunflowers fetched an astronomical 
amount at a recent sale. Yet he himself 
could never have dreamt that a hundred 
years after his death, his works—letters, 
sketches, paintings—would be so sought 
after and pnceless.a 









Three Allied leader^—Stalin. Char.-'i.; 
Roo-ie\ek—'a; around a tahie tni' 
February Yalta c.inl'erence n the 
Hall of the f'jrmer czarA Ti'- ad;a 
The table pictured i^ a repraductim 
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[ has been debated vehemently ever since. 

Last December, nearly 45 years after 
that summit on the Black Sea, another 
meeting of Soviet and American leaders 
revived memories of the Yalta conference. 

Presidents Mikhail Gorbachev and 
George Bush met aboard ships at Malta in 
two days of sessions described by some 
observers as the most important since 
Yalta’s. They met against a backdrop of 
the stunninf^y swift disintegration of com¬ 
munist regimes in Eastern Europe. 

The decades-old controversy is not 
mentioned in Natasha’s lecture, which 
dwells on the prosecution of World War II, 


simpler. “The sun, the sea water, the 
air—that is our prescription," a physician 
declares. While partaking of these, guests 
dine under a dietitian’s care, with fresh 
cucumbers and tomatoes from local gar¬ 
dens. They are expected to shun tobacco 
and alcohol. 

There is no sandy beach here; the coast 
of the Crimean Peninsula is rocky, with 
precipitous cliffs. The vacationers roam 
those cliffs and wander in the excellent 
arboretum. And perhaps, despite sanitar¬ 
ium rules, they sample the sweet muscat 
wine barrelledat a vineyard that was once 
the property of a Russian nobleman. 


Shade' .iuturan tint the a Oitrcen .•..■'o'- '--r 

from the rc'-ortof Vaita in the L krame (, 

ex'.'elrirnt u irtes incUidini;'herri., M,idr;r,i r: I. '■ 

Sen let crop?. are grow n .and h.ir'-«. 'led n : arec 

collective aad state farni>» w..irked bv whole c.'in-.rii jnit.e- 


not the subsequent communist takeover. At the time of the Yalta conference— 
Livadia’s table and chairs are copies, and out of sight of the Allied leaders—the 

The palace was turned into a workers’ Crimea was being brutally depopulated, 

sanitarium after World War II. It did not including Tatars whose ancestors had once 

become a shnne until 1974, and by then been subjects of Mongol khans, 

the originals had vanished. Stalin accused the Tatars of collaborat- 

A tour of Livadia and its spreadmg mg with the German occupation forces, 

gardens is not the main event for Soviet only recently driven from the Crirnea, and 

citizens troopmg to Yalta and nearby cities deported 309,000 of them to Soviet Cen- 

on the rocky coast. As gloomy winter tral Asia in 1944-45. In 1967, 13 years 

approaches in Moscow or Leningrad, after Stalin's death, the Soviet govem- 

many bureaucrats dream of the Crimea'& ment exonerated the 1 atars—but did not 

‘velvet season,’ autumn, when the air i.s allow them to retiiiii 

warm and the sea IS soft, when plane trees Recent protests by Tatars in Moscow 
shimmer like shafts of gold and vineyards have revived this homeland issue, and 

turn scarlet on the slope:- indeed a tew 1 atars have gone to live 

Gorbachev IS said to enjoy the pleasuies again in the Crimea, without official sanc- 

of a dacha near Yalta, complete with tion. But there is no mosque here for 

swimming pool and tennis courts. Bus these Moslems and, as a young man 

loads of workers come to lie restored by remarks, “I only hear the Koran at funer- 

the sun and the care of nutritionists and Gnly the old men know it.” 

physical therapists in dozens of sanitar- Ukrainians have largely supplanted 

iums. Trade unions bear much of the cost Tatars on the peninsula now, and the care 

of a two-week regunen for then membets. of vacationers is supplanting the old Tatar 

In Odessa, another popular Black .Sea occupations—fanning and shepherding, 

resort, tired bodies are treated bv immer- Officials hope to lure tourists from West- 

sion in mud and various mineral waters, sni Europe to new hotels that look out 

some laced with pine extract or sulfur, ^om the rocky coast, 
some mildly radioactive. Such treatments, A journalist reminds one of these ot- 
a major branch of Soviet medicine, are velopcrs t^t Western resorts consider 

offer^ for ailments as diverse as rheumat- f^e four S’s sim, sm, sand and sex¬ 
ism and skin disorders. cni^ to atl^cting visitors. He answers 

At Yalta ftie sanitarium philosophy is confidently: We are only lacking sand^ 
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FOCUS 


A mu raised in supplication, tlieir 
curfitig tikis [uroininent against the 
blond stubble on their soips, they 
swayed before the images of Kiiahna, 
Radiu and the cavorting gppitus. Hare- 
Krishna, Hare Krishna, jai, jai, Prabhupa- 
da Jm sang the men in s^on-pink rob^. 
Behind the blur of the men, danced the 
women in colourful sarees, their blonde 
tresses peeking out of the saree-ends 
covering their heads. A few children, 
half-aware of the occasion, strayed from 
their mother’s sight And only a hand&il of 
Indians were present at the early morning 
service at Iskcon’s mandir in Mayapur, 


really Gour-bachev,” said Kkti Kkj Das or 
David Japuko, Iskom’s high chamberlain 
in East Europe and the USSR. *The new 
openness has greatly facilitated the spread 
of Krishna Ccmsciousness. We have even 
got devotees in the predominendy Musf^ 
republics of Uzbekutan and Azerbaijan," 
says Kirti I^, an American of PoGsh- 
Russian origin. 

Many Hare Krishna followers are un¬ 
likely recruits. A diemistry student of 
Moscow State University (Gorbachev’s 
alma mater), and member of the Komso¬ 
mol (the communist youth organisation), 
Vladislav Blinov was destined to be an 


dory 


in rural Nadia. 

The musk, insistent and repetitive, 
swelled, the castanets shrill, the drumbeat 
hypnotic. The devotees turned to dance 
b^ore the bronze statue of Prabhupada 
(founder of the Iskcon movement), sea 
ted on a marble throne. Among them were 
devotees from the formerly atheistk 
. Soviet Union, and the East Europew 
countries of Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, 

; Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. The 100- 
. odd devotees from the Sovkt Bloc and 
Yugoslavia visiting Mayapur, the Mecca of 
the Iskcon movement, form the second 
I yrave from the communist world. They 
hundreds of others, Balts, Georgians 
^ and even the Muslims from Uzbel^tan 
' and AzerbaSan have embraced Krishna 
> Consciousness, defying th&KGB and thek 
I ;^ter8 in Uk KremfiiL 
I4nare KrWtma has flowered in the Soviet 
: from ld86. “President Gorbachev is 


ideologically sound Soviet technocrat But 
four years ago, he renounced his comfort¬ 
able future. In the order’s coloured robes, 
this young convert preaches to would-be 
converts and distributes pamphlets in 
Soviet cities. "My parents are very happy 
that 1 have a clean life (Iskcon prohibits 
the use of any stimulants including tea, 
coffee, tobacco, and alcohol, illicit sex, and 
mundane—^read popular—musk)," says 
Blinov who first came aaoss Iskcon In 
the samizat (underground) press. 

Like Blinov, the few hundred Hare 
Krishnas in Moscow have greeted Gor¬ 
bachev and ^anost with open arms. "It 
was dangerous to be a Hare Krishna till 
1986. We were ail afraki of the KGB. 
People were prosecuted,” remembers 
hfityananda Avadhoot Das (Audtius Pkhi- 
minskus) of Lithuania, who iveara a neck¬ 
lace and carries a little cloth bag for his 
prayer beads. 


fekcon headquarters 
in Mayapur is crawling 
with Sonets anci East 


Europeans disgruntled 


withcommumsni. 


SriitjoyChowdhury 


met some of them 
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A devotee for over a decade and one of 
the 40 initiates in his town in Lithuania, 
Nityananda regrets that his movement 
lacks money to build ktemple in Lithuania. 
Cradling a child in his arms, Ramabhadra 
Acharya Das (Rimantas Damukas) from 
Vilinus, Lithuania admires the consistent 
phifosophy of the movement, "'rhe era of 
persecution is over. People can now 
express their feelings,” he says. 


In the difficult times under former 
general seaetary Chernenko, when 
the Soviet Union was leached of religious 
faith, Govinda Dasi (Ms Mishutina Galina) 
of Kiev, first met an Iskcon devotee. "I 
. saw some happiness m her eyes. Now I 
^ have frith in Prabhupada and Krishna." 
I Pretty in her printed saree, 28-year-old 
It Galina confesses in halting English that she 
f isn’t completely happy now. Brout^t up as 
1 a Christiw. this Ukianian will be "com¬ 
pletely happy in Brindavan.” “1 will be 
happy when 1 die and go back to 
Krishna.” 

After years of oppression, the Hare 
Krishnas are in an upbeat mood. Carved 
marble domes and arches will be imported 
from India when construction work on the 
first Ra^-Krishna temple in the USSR, 
on a five-acpe plot in Moscow, begins. 
Already over two lakh copies of the Gita 
have b^n distributed and Krishna's mes¬ 
sage of everlasting kve and just war can 
be read not only in Russian but in a 
breathtaking array of languages. .Very 
soon, Armenians, Lithuanians, Latvians, 
Georgs, Uzbeks, Ukranians and Aser- 
bajjainis will be reading Krishna’s messa^ 
to Arjun before the massed amfies in 
Kuruk^tra in thtfir motfr? tongues. 

For Iskcoh’s saffron-pitdt criuaders, 
(frivmg liome Clfrjtanyk’s rfiesmga is the 
final goat 'tliey hayd pesniissiQn' fo print 
me mUimi cmfiM cd the Pfrmnas, the Gita 
and. otiier. books 1^ Soviet goveuh- 





nML The of Qiiriuiya ate 

Kcepfed bjjr the eractea, md «iace relh 
gipua activitiee of ray Idnd kivtted fqxualB 
tffl recently, iht; «Utactian to Idtcoo 
seema strongs here than in Western 
Europe, believe senior leaders. 

The East European aovenunents have 
also ftdowed the Gonndiev model of 
reMi^ous toleration. When Nenad Jark 
(now Nabadwip Das), a physkaM, encoun¬ 
tered some of the ^ YugPslav diadpies 
on the beach in Dubroi^ the police 
intervened. Dissati^di with the enq)ti- 
neu of affluent societies. Jark kmged for a 
philosophicai model “()pulence cannot 
Ining Iwi^ess, only comfort,” is his 
shopworn argument. But Yugoslavia is 
IskoHi’s best bet in Europe. “We have 
fiHir tonples. There are no restrictions 
now. We can sing bhigans and distrfoute 
books in the streets." Musk, in. fact, 
brou^t Akrura Das (Aleksander Todor- 
ovk) of Belgrade closer to Krishna Con- 
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Roil over commissar, the 
yog/a are here 



sckusness. Rodent of the Hare Krishna 
temple, Todarodcfa (32) now lectures on 
the Gita and the Pursnaa. "There are 
K full-time devotees in my temple, but 
many, many hirads.” 

most communist leaders are at 
best ambivalent about Iskcon, Mr Kuron, 
the labour minister of Poland, is proud of 
his Hare Krishna affliiations. "He wants us 
to start a food for life programme. He eats 
our pnaadam and visits our centre m 
Warsaw," says Patri Dasa (Pavel ^chwal) 
(rf Poland, a former archi^ure student 
'hfy parents were die-hard communists 
and were difficult m the beginning. Bitt 
they saw my determination, and the' 
charges, and now realise that Marx did not 
have all the answers," says Karuea ValV- 
lov of Sofia, Bulgaria. Iskcon is a reg¬ 
istered reli^on in Hungary. “There we 
many Hungarians who are vegetarian and 
mterested m yogs. Hundreds of people are 
coming to us." says Baladev Das (Csfoo 
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Sound of freedom 


Bela), a tormer philosq>hy student at the;'. 
Univer^ of Budapest 
Though the conunissars of Eastern^ 
Europe we in retreat the Iskcon’s 
may never gain much ground there. As a ^' 
result, the Hare Krishnas we Iflcely to ’ 
remain a miniscule albeit wsible minority. . . 
Their inflexibility (devotMs have to say no ’' 
to even minor intoxicants Bke tea and " 
coEee) and ti^ unfomiliw sartorial styi^ 
are counterpoints to their infectious enthu¬ 
siasm for conversions. A Yugoslav journal¬ 
ists, in Mayapur durmg tlu! SOith birth 
annivers^ of Chaitanya, is critical of the 
ccxnmercial spirit of some of Iskconh 
devotees and the subservience demanded 
of the wonten. “It may nothe easy for d 
Western woman to sit behind the men at 
fonctibns and eat after them," she says, hr 
the Mayapur can^, cotton T-shirts sell 
at Rs 12fi each. Advertisements for "real ;< 
Italian pizaa" and Nwottam's incense jostle .' 
with notices saying “do not phick Krishna's x 
flowers." Bm no s^eeperson is as 
d|«iy pdfite as the Han Krishms. Eifet^. 
p^tratial buyw is greeted with fol4Sd 
nrads and a, "Hare Krishna," Hare . 













All Information ghren 
on thoso pages li 
neeunto at the time el 
going to press . 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi I'ilnis 


• Agneepath: Metro (Chownng 
hee Road, ^80141), Mitra (Bidhw 
Sarani, 5511J3)--4 shows Meno- 
ka (Sarat Chatteqee Avenue, 
410417)—3 shows 
Directed by Mukul S Anand, 
the film stars Anutabh Bachchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi, Neelam, Danny, Goga 
Kapoor, Archana Puran Sing^ 


SUN MON 2b TUbS 27 Wfl.) 28 ! HUMS 2b FMI .30 SAl 31 


Aloknath, Rohini Hattangady and 
Tinnu Anand The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 
• Bahurani: Roxy (Chownnghee 
Place, 284138), Sree (Bidhan Sara 
ni, 551515)—4 shows. Puma (S P 
Mukhenee Road, 474567)—3 


Du'ected by Manick Chatteocc. 
the film stars Rekha along with 
Rakesh Roshan, Deven Veima, 
Anina Irani and Utpal Dutt The 
musK IS R D Burman 
• Izcatdaar: Hind (Gamesh 
Chandra Avenue, 272473), Crown 
(Rail Ahmed Kidwai Road, 


cast The film IS directed by Raiesh 
Sethi and the music is by R D 
Burmaa 

• Kishen Kanbaiya: Onent 
(Bentinck Street, 281917), Crown 
(Rail Ahmed Kidwai Road, 
244822), Prabhat (Chittaraiyan 
Avenue, 390762), Basusree (S P 
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Satabdi Roy In 
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244822), Knshna (T C Outta 
Street, 250437), Kalika (Sadanan 
da Road, 478141) 

Dilip Kumar, Govmda, Madhun 
Dixit and Anupam Kher star in this 
K Bapaiah film whose music is by 
Laxmdcant Pyarelal 
• Jeane Do: Jyoti (Lenm Sarani, 
241132),, Majestic (Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai Road, 242266), CMiaya 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, 
351382), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road, 2^273), Liberty (Chittaran 
jan Avenue, 553046) 

Sunjay Dutt, Jackie Shroff, 
Farha. Shako Kapoor, Kulbhushan 
Kharbanda, Anupam Kher and 
Amnsh Pun comprise the mam 


Mel Glbaon and Mtehelle Pfeiffer 
in Tequllm Suarlae 

Mukherjee Road, 484808), Bina 
(Bidhan Sarani, 311522), Pumas 
ree (Raja Raj Kissen Street, 
554033)—4 shows, Madhuban 
(Regent Park), Akichhaya (Be 
bag^ta Mam Road, 355059), (iem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road, 2498^)—3 shows 
A film by Rakesh Roshan, star 
rmg Anil Kapoor, Madhun Dmt, 
Shilpa Shirodkar, Kader Khan and 
Amnsh Pun Ihe music is by 
Rajesh Roshan 

3 • Maine ^ar Kiya: Ehte (S N 

I Banerjee Road, 241383)—10 45, 

2 15, 5 30, 9, Talkie Show House 
^ (Shibdas Bhadun Street, 552270), 
Incfara (India Roy Road, 471757), 
7 Moonlight (T C Dutta Street, 

254956), jagat (Acharya Prafufia 
, Chandra Road, 365108)—4 shows 

i Salman Khan and debutante 
9 Bhagyashree are the lead pav m 
this film, directed by Sooraj R 
r Baijatiya The music is by Raam 
Lamnan 

a pyar Ka Kars: Paradise (Ben¬ 
tinck Stieet. 285442), Lotus (S N 
1 Baneijee Road, 242664), Grace 

I (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 391090), 

1 Priya (Rashbehari Avenue, 








A tcaiM from the Hindi play, Cuiqea JP<r 


464440). 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
musk by Laxmikant PyaieU, the 
fihn stars Dharmendia, Mithun 
Chakraborty, Meenakshi Seshadri, 
Shakti Kapoor and Asrara. 

NEW RELEASES 


lliiuli Films 


e Amiri GariU: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chante Bose 
Road: 24982B), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 391090), Khanna 
(Acharya PrahiUa Chandra Road; 
552932), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 410417). 

A film by Harmesh MaSiotra, 
ataning Jeetendra, Rekha, Rishi 
Kapoor, Raj Babbv, Poonam and 
Neehm. The music is by Laxmi- 
kant PyatelaL 

e Kroadh: Opera (Lenm Satani; 
281849), Mqestic (Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai Road; 242266), Mitra 
(Bidban Sarani; 551133), Pnya 
(Rashbebari Avenue; 464440), 
Puma (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
474567)—4 shows; Cfahaya 
(Acharya Prafuila Chandra Road, 
351382), Jaya (Lake Town; 
573936>-d shows. 

Directed by Shashilal Nak and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
die film stars S^ay Dutt, Sunny 
Deoi. Amrita Sinidii Soniun and 
Anupam Kher. 


S|ii'Ci;il I \mil' 


28 and 31 March: 6 pm 

As part of Anamika’s Natyotaavt 
Rangakannee wOl stage Lok 
Katlm (written by Ratnakar Mat- 
kari and directed by Usha Ganguli) 
onthe ^th, and Anya Tlmtre will 
stage ilAdbah Mabada Koimya 
(written and directed by Bibhas 
Chakraborty) on the 31sL 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 

Str^. 

2840 March: 7 pm 

Concern for Calmtta presents a 
theatre festival featuring Padatfe’s 
Adbey Adburey on the 25th. 
AbUyan'i Gufoea Rjg on the 26th, 
Sundaram'a Alakanander Putra 
Komiya on the 27th, Workshop's 
B fai ffn on the 29th, 'and PLT'a 
Aaftd «the conchiding evening. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Satani; 449086). 
27-29BlarBlutfJ0pm 

Anamiiia Kala Sanpm presents 
Abhiyan ‘Theatre Gtwg) (New De- 
hO in the Hiadi play, Gimea 


directed by Raimder Nath and with 
Kulhhiwhan Kharbanda in the elad. 
At G.D. Birla Sahhagar (Queens 

Paifc). 

30 March: dJOim 

Padatfe Music (Jiide presents a 
sitar recital by Ashiah Chatteijee. 

At Padatik Little 'Theatre (6/7 
A)C Bose Road; 446087). 

31 MsMh: 6 pm 

The inaugural evening of Utkal 
Dfoas, oripmiaed by Utkid Shiksha 
Sanaad in coDaboraticn with the 
government of Orisaa. de^nttment 
of culture, features bhajans by 
Sunanda Patnaik and an Odissi 
dance recital by Aloka Kanungo. 

At Sri Shikshayatan Hall (Lord 
Sinha Road). 

TRAVEL 


NOTE: All arrival arnfi da- 
parttira timaa art for Cal* 
«utta. nguraa In braokata 
danota tha daya, 1 baing 
Monday. 


Iiitorn;iti(iii,il 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York; D^ (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6). A1-309/AI-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhl'Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7). AI-1651/ 
Ai-165 at 0500. 

Calctttta-Delhl-Paiia-London: 
Dep. (7). A1.1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); Al-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo'Baagkok-Calcutta* 
BomMy: Arr. (6); Al-309 at 
1915: Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-Loodon'DcIbl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7); AM12/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Ro'me-Delbl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1); AI-132/AI-1320 at 1.340 
Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta: Air. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dubal-Moscow: Dep. 
(4)- SU-538at 1825. 
Ammaa-Calcutta'Ammaa: 
Arr. (1, 4); Rl-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): RI-181 at 0830. 
Cakutta-Slngapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
Sa-413 at 1530; Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4); SQ-414 at 0920. 
Cn^tta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 
1); tC-232 at 16^ Arr. (1, 3, 6): 


PrIntMf hnrg to thb rggufor Indian Afrllnna •elm* 
duto. But thn a«dMduto has b aa n eurtallad duato 
ttM grounding of Ita Airbus A320 flaat. Pmsan- 
gars aro 'advtoad to kaap track of announca- 
mants nuida by Indian Airlines In tha press. For 
assistanca, they may contact 262848, 282888, 
268868, 282417, 688433, 688841/273/4/8 and 
688833. 


TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3. 6): 
TG.314 at 1355. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Ohaka: Arr. 
(6)' lC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
lC-843 at 0855. 

Ohaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr. 
(6); lC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
lC-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2. 

4. 6. 7); iC-247 at 1600. Dep. (1. 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Air. (2. 4. 6. 
7): IC-248 at 1915, Arr. (1. 5); 
RA-213 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Dhakn: Dep. (1. 2, 4. 

5. 7): IC-223at 1340, Dep. (daily); 
BG-092 at 1200, Dep. (2, 3): 
BG-094 at 1730; Air. (1. 2, 4, 5, 
7); lC-224 at 1540, Arr. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1115, Arr. (2, 3); BG- 
093 at 1645. 

Calcutta-Chlttagong: Dep (3, 

6) : IC-225 at 1330, Dep. (2, 5): 
BG-698 at 1245; Arr. (3, 6): IC- 
226 at 1550, Arr. (2, 5): BG-697 at 
1145. 

Calcuna-Faro: Dep. (2, fi); KB- 
106 at 1430; Arr. (2. 5); KB-105at 
1330. 


Doiiifslii.' 


AWmdta 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Air. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7); AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al- 
1320at 1340.. Arr. (7): Al-1122at 
0330. 

fiMltan 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily). IC- 
263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1710; 
Air. (dady): lC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-273at 1920, Dep. (1. 2. 3. 5. 6. 

7): IC-176 at 0845, Air. (daily): 
lC-274 at 1830, Arr. (1. 2, 3. 5. 6. 
7): lC-175 at 0755. 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (3. 5. 
7): IC-265 at 0900; Air (3, 5, 7). 
iC-266 at 0820. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (2, 
4, 6 7): IC-271 at 1400; Arr. (2, 4. 
6 7): IC-272 at 1915. 
Calcutta-VIzag-Madras: Dep. 
(1,*2. 4, 6): IC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
(1, 2, 4. 6): 1C-S41 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1320; Air. (daUy): 
IC-230 at 1610. 


Cateutta-DIbnigarh: Dqi. (1, 
2. 3. 4. 5. 6): lC-201 at 1130; Air. 
(1, 3. 5. 6); lC-202 at 1245, Air. 
(2, 4); IC-202 at 1500. 
Cslcutta-Teapnr-Jorhat* 
Guwahatl-Caicutta: Dep. (3. 5. 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5. 7); 
lC-213 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Gunrahati-DImapur: 
Dep. (1. 3. 5, 6); IC-219 at llHk 
Air. (1, a 5. 6): lC-220 at ISSa 
CalcHtta-Bagdfegra; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); lC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily): 
lC-222 at 1320. 

Calctttta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-241 at 0700, Dep. iX 5, 6, 
7): IC-243 at 0600; Ait. (daily): 
IC-242 at 0900, Arr. (3, 5, 6, 7): 
IC-244 at 1020. 

Calcutta-Sllchar-lmphal: Dep. 
(dady): iC-255 at 0600: Arr. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-2S6 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Bhubascahwar' 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 
5. 6): lC-269 at 1720; Arr. (i 5, 

6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Caicntta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 
2. 7): lC-277 at 1745: Air. (1, 2. 

7) : IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2, 
4) lC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2. 4); 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Pvrt Blair-Car Nko- 

buR Dep. (1); IC-287 at 0545; 
Ar. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-RaDchi-Patna- 
Lucknow-Delbl: Dep. (1, 3, 4, 
5, 6. 7): IC-410 at 0830; Arr. (1. 3, 
4, 5. 6. 7): IC-409 at 1420. 


Caicutu-Shliloag-Guwahatl- 
SUchar: Dep. (daily); PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Caicutta-Cooch Bchar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-708at09ia 
Calcutta-Gowahatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabarl-DIbrugarii: Dep. (1, 
a 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1, 3, 5, 7): PF-71(y736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-DImapar: 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2, 4, 6):PF-728atl745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallashar-Agartaia-Calcutta: 
Dep (2, 4, 6): PP-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Caicuna-gamahedpsr: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
a 5): PF-718 at 0800. 

Cakstta-Agartalsi Dv- (L 3, 

a ry. PF-729A at OSSO: Arr. (1. a 
a.7) PF.730A at 0830. 
Calcntta-Aluwl-SiichaR Dep 
PP-705 at 1120; Arr. (efai- 


ai 







ly): PF-706 at 1615. 

Calctttta-Rourktla-Rancbl: 

Dep. (1, 3. 5). PF-715 at 0600; 
Arr (1, 3, 5) PF-716 at 1025 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Lilabari- 


Zira-Dapariio: Dep (2, 4, 6); 
PF-721 at 0930: Arr (2. 4, 6): 
PF.722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Gu wahati- 
nibrugarh-Pasaighat-Along. 


Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr. (1, 3, 5). PF-724at 1950 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur'Patna: 

Dep f2 1 t>) PK 7>5 at or.w 


Air. (2,4,6): PF.726 at 1040. 

Calentta-Dbaabad'Gapa 

Patoa-Dbanbad-Caleutta 

Dep (1, 3, 5) PF 737 at 0600 
An a. i 1 ) PF73hatllOO. 


Trains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Homrrati 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Oellil Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritsar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Air-Cond (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sal 
Am—Wed Fri & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-16 

Air-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 


press via Patna y 

Dep —Mon Wed Fri & Sun 
Arri—Mon Tues Thurs & 

Sat 


2301 

16 30 

RajdhanI Express 5 days a 
week 

11-00 

2302 



Dep—Mon Tubs Thurs Fri 
& Sun 





Arri —Tues Wed Thurs 

Sat & Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp 

TrI Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fn 4 Sal 

Am —Tues Wed 4 Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep —Mon 4 Thurs 

Am—Thors 4 Sun 

4-16 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toolan Exprsss via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

Mlthile Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Ksnchenlunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3319 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danspur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Arri —Friday 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jornolpur Trniirkly Express 

Dep — rues Thurs 4 Sat 
Am—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santlnlketan Express 

15-45 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Superfaet Express 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs Sat 4 Sun 

Am—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 

7 30 

1172 



Arri-Sat 4 Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) 

Bl wssklyExpieas 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 

7-30 

3328 



Seatdah 



3143 

19-00 

Dsrleellng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Ootir Express 

Jammu Tawl Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

18-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Serai Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhoglrothl (Lalgols) Exprsss 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Express Bi-Weekly 

4-30 

51ffi 


Dep &Arn—Wed & Sun 


O^Mrtwa SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnM 


Up 

Tkfto 

Komtrmh 

Timo 

On 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Mall 

6 30 

6004 

8002 

20 15 

Bombay Mall via Naqpur 

EXPRESS 

7 10 

8001 

2860 

13-25 

Gltan|all (Bombay) Express 

1^15 

2859 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmedabad Express 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

15-00 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2642 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

Arri —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

6013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

6011 

6-20 

Ispat Express 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatla Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Puri Express 

5-30 

8008 

6409 

19-20 

Jagannsth (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Ohauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21 30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

Tirupstl Express 

4-30 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Am—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahati-Howrah- 
Trlvandrum Centrat Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Guwahati Weekly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Quwahstl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A VIsakha¬ 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Tuperfast Express 
(vis VIsakhapatnam A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Am—Tues A Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Quwahati-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weekly Exivess (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tormlnus* 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENOUIRIES: Far round the clock Information of Eastern 
Railway traina. please dial 203S4S-B4 for Inoomlng trains; 
203B3S-44 for all other Informations. Fdf information 
about rosorvatlons on Eastern and South Eastern Railways 
trains, dial 203B0O (from S am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundays and gaaetted holidays). 
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IMRROR IMAOESI Heat many (aeaa do yew tee In the mkrer 
abevaT Our ariM aaya there are 31 Can you And them? 


e POST SCRIPT' What US government Catwiet 
Secretary IS in charge ot 1 Gates? 2 Shabby goods? 

3 Punctuation? 4 Jokes? 5 Pushy people? 

9 ajnufnuStf) 

JO Ams r tiuiuiosio A3*5 c iON*|Ultr S Muriraio A3*s i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 











CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least S« differ 
* ences in drawing delays betaraen top and bottom panels How 
quickiy can you fmd them? Check answers with those below 
Suiamii e i|oaqi*i|OOd S siaiaisp a oomh S Butmiu 
a wop y SIMSIUI a uBiS C BuMwailuV 2 lueiSUipa m t reau t wiKl 









CROSS-NUMBER CHALLOtGE 

TWo numbers—10 and 2—iMpear 
m the diagram above together with 
seven blank apaoBS Youaieaskad 
to M these blwiks with numbers 3 
through 0 so that aH three-number 
rews-horizotually vertically and (*- 
agonally-totai 18 
AH aavan numbers, 3 through 0 
arettbeused No number Is to be 
dupteatsd 

Start by Inserting the centre num 
ber.whlw Is obviously e Thenpro- 
eaed to fn blanks by trial and error 
How quickly can you And a solu 
Hon? 

*V 00 PM 

s V « a* z « 01 uaiii X t e—itoi woov 


o KYI TICHI An sy* tioeier 
who Is slM s pusiNst has 
sot up this optiosi ans- 
Ktanif aaa balowr Sa naina 
a oomlltlon that Is eom* 
men among patlenta Te 
discovor what oondltlon 
this Is. simply raarranga 
Isttan shewn on tha ehait 
te form a abigla 11-lsttar 
word* Mnt* A mors tssh* 
ideal name of It Is myopia. 

■ wu p m spiwu asmteu 



FUNSPOT 




PAPER ROUTEI Fide may mean well delivering the peper, but Add 
the followfng colors neatly 1—Red 3—Lt b^ 3—YeSow 4—4.1 
brown S—Flesh tones 6—Lt green 7—Ok brown 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
lellers in the word below to form 
two complete words 

REPRISAL 


THEN Korc 2 points each for all 
words of four letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to scare at least M palnis. 

dw MU MOWM ailSHOd 








































M RIES 

IM March 21—April 20 
• * Expenses, trips, ties, 

_ secret connections, 

coNaboratlons and rendezvous 
are the main trends of the week. 
Watch your health. As far as 
romance goes, an old ll»ne re* 
kindles. Prmre for major In- 
veatments. The mkHveek Is the 
best time to stake your claim. 
Minor financial losses on prior 
speculation are possible. 



rm\ AURUS 

■ Apt* ai-May 20 
A The main trends are 

_ recovery, reunion, 

visits and gifts. Legal setUe- 
mants may go In your favour. An 
old friendship escalates Into 
something more. Those Involvod 
In legal tangles may be happily 
rewarded wHh monetary settle¬ 
ments. The salaried may be 
greeted with increments or 
bonus. Your health remains fine. 

^ EMINI 

H Msy 21—OuM 20 

^ Confrontations on the 

- work frontier are Mke- 

ly. Expenses eat Into your In¬ 
come. You wW er^ an excel¬ 
lent health. Romance goes as 
steadyasevar.Buslnessassod- 
atss, financiers, parkiera and su¬ 
periors may be In a mood to fire 
you. It Is best not to make 
excuses. You may have to pay a 
fine as a result of carelesaness. 

ANCER 

■ Juris 21-^ 20 

Hard work, contacts, 

_ contracts, documents 

and Invest m en t s all combine In a 
hectic week. Your Income bv 
creases. Men find aooeptance 
from the opposite sm, but more 
ludt holds for the ladles. Shares 
and other Investments promtee 
good returns. A lucky week for 
bagging hjcr^ive contracts. You 
wM hardly find tkna for Maura. 
Much reading of the fine print Is 
foretold. Those In sales ertjoy 
wider markets and Increased 
profits. 

I Heo 

. July ai-AuguM 21 
• Marital relationship, 

_ travel, lob satisfaction 

and research work are weH signi¬ 
fied. Some soul-searching wif be 
Inevitable as a heated conflict 
with your muse distracts you 
from attend^) to other matters. 
TTwae eHgMs And the rnkf-wsek 
kicky for romantic acdvlijas. You 
may be Introduced to your future 
life partner m a business confer¬ 
ence or a visiting research or 
aporta team. Because of an 
aMracttve pay packpt offered by 


another job you feel dissatisfled 
mixed bag of mostly cancella¬ 
tions and postponements. Tak¬ 
ing spouses for granted may 
cause ripples and undercurrents 
at home. Do something that 
makes deeds match words. 

mf\ IRQO 

W August 22—SspI 22 

* Awards, ceremonies 

_ and travel are 'the 

week’s main trends. A native of a 
distant land attracts your fancy. 
A lasting friendship or marriage 
Is the likely result. Purchase of 
gifts and clothings bites chunks 
out of your resources. You wUl 
not, however, regret it as you are 
In for a happy round of activity. 


BIRTHDAYS 


xiiwch^as 

jybon trine PhriK'Hiia frlM hetpe 
Induatrtaiiats; %ltws. 
^’.tiwieie. teacheie and financiers. 
H la » gpod bblhday to start « 
new buaineta or aiqiand the- 


You will be fit as a fiddle. Travel 
Is Indicated in connection with 
soma ceremony or courtship. 

n IBRA 

. Sspt 23-Ocl 22 

^ New projects, busl- 
_ ness ventures, re¬ 
search work and creative activi¬ 
ties are the key features of the 
week. A son or a daughter may 
distinguish the entire family by 
winning In a sport or toppitig In 
a competitive examination. Ro¬ 
mance lor the eligible and fan- 
cyfree. Do not neglect your 
health and that of your family. 
Journeys, ties and meets are the 
other salient features of the 


. tiiltMW. squaw You w<| 

twvstoii^sMainyourpsraoii- 
'' A Ws as wrt as’tri Y^taMriass • 
&lrws. MIS riot »iarighllln#iq 
taka chanoas. 

- Maiiir Moon Arisb; 11M bast to $ia 
portpiiirvaflvt; WMi 

Arttna oouHl ba In for 
'ASratfianl: On and sAar Pttmi* 
1M1, dta aKuabon Msas. 


fravsl andcommarce do wonder* 
fidy wal. Businses tfansactkXMf 
MW coma thfough. Buying or. 
seMftg Is dtriiniialy ampnAMift.; 

March 29 ''•'■f'". 

Moon Irina Umnua:'. Romanea' 
ahd good fortune miao yotfr 
year marnorabla. A 'wlah- 
MfKmafri Is predcM for ArwiBt. 
CNkfran and snMtatnfrMmtaqnt* 
friSM tba. (dotura. ' , _, v 

•March 80 '.'"'■• 1 '' 

Moon trtna Batum; Ylpu Obn? ■ 
aoBdala yopr b u s m as a . srwN* . 
upoay^ aodaTatwtdlng. aplm 
tinandat game and ba poputir. A' 
good bniyear to atort an anfan 

'-X; 

Sun a«^^Moon: PpgOitMtjHpa i 
on wm ^lOD' ifoni ano P i f gQ n f. 



rafAdopanpa tirf .ba thm. ft a 
..up to you to grab thsnv TTanMt 
olllfcian^ oottoninloaltoo, oqrii^ 

' rin nrftfifl M MiloofiaMi Md-itoi' 


S CORPIO 

Oal2S-Nov22 
Stormy romantic 
I . . J saas, impuMva dad- 
j sions and mounttrig expanses 
dominate the week. Although 
I your Nantlona may ba good 
your actions towards the 
swaathaart of a friend may ba 
wrongty Intarpraled. Look before 
you leap into a financial tranaac- 
tlon. A change of rasldenoe or 
acquisition of property may can 
for Increased axpanaaa. No se¬ 
rious health problem this week. 
Avoid impulsive travel decisions. 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23—0«c 20 

A project beglne, 

-business expands 

and visitors drop in. A weak of 
hectic but happy activity. Project 
funds, loans and contributions 
wilt ba avallabla. Pay dose 
attention to outstatton devslop- 
mant in your business. Eldai^ 
paopla need to taka health safe¬ 
guards. Problems of a cardio¬ 
vascular or pulmona 7 nature 
are likely. Travel is on the cards. 
A new arrival in the family la 
indicated. 

APRICORN 

Oae ^1-^Jan 19 

^ Plans, negotiations, 

_ trips and ties are the 

main trends. An engagement or 
a marriage proposal for the eUgl- 
Ue. Romantic Invdvsment with a 
foreigner la also Indicatod. The 
week shows more expanses 
than income. Do not keep things 
unattended. Delays may prove 
costly. Knees and stomach may 
trouble some, but win pose over 
before the weekend. Expect 
some opposition to your for^jn 
ties. 

A QUARIU8 

/A Jan 2(>-Ft(i IS 

* • Unexpected visitors, 
_ sudden travel, enter¬ 
tainment and shifts are the main 
features of the week. A younger 
kidlvldud Impresses you. Alw- 
gles and eye Infectlona may pes¬ 
ter you for the next to days. 
Tra\M for business purposes is 
probable. The home front re¬ 
mains happy and peaceful. 

ISCE8 

F«b IS-Mwch 20 

Loans, funds, deeds 

_ and property matters 

occupy the week. An outing clin¬ 
ches a romantic deal. A long 
swatted deedwr document com¬ 
es your way. Health remaina 
steady. Property matters wMI 
moke you travel Purchases, so¬ 
cial gatherings, rsnovtotons and 
dacoreUont are the mhar sMant 
fMurea of ftie week. 
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JUSH6AR THAT'$ 

vouR Lucxy 

SWEATER ' > 


WHATS LUCKV 
ABOUT IT? 


y£)U'Rc Luctcy i haven t 

THROWN IT Out VET' 





rat/ ^ 

(^HAT'F 


IT WAS All torn 

ANl? PULL Or WOLES'' 







•, ' ■.if j- y 


Ir 


rms 30& Top WAGES To 

SOAAEOf4E W^'S AEiLE lO MAKE 
QUICK PEClSIOhAS - - - • 


HMmm- Gee* -well-gosh 

- MAVeE X St^uo DISCUSS 
IT wrrrt MT NMIFE - AV^D 
Give viou ak 

AUGWER IM 
A X>At< OR 





MoTMERj THE 

SMrrH fViPER eox 

coMR\uy xasT cai-ueo. 

MOOSE V^s RRED' 


THE SAME OU> 
SfORy- - - - 
SLEEP»4QOf4 Ti4E 
^ 30& 




WHY? 



eoflaSaacR. id'Z4 



















































































Even before this son flowered as chief minister of Haryana, there was Meham. 
But that shouldn*t pose any problems for Om Prakash Chautala, as long as 
Devi Lai is big dad. Photograph by NITIN RAI 










HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Premium Hospitalisation Domiciliary 
per annum Hospitalisation 


Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one'’ A minor acadent in a 
careless moment Or a maior ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under speaal circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

5100 

250 

17600 

— 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

57 750 

5 250 

840* 

52 750 

7 400 

1500* 

82 500 

11 500 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Acadent cover 
available on payment of additional premium 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 

A 



BORN TO LEAD 


M IS D + C I. A I M 
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Anything Goes! 

k ms great to know tfaat a 
pop moiic levotetioQ IB on 
Its way (The Sound of 
Shem*, Pflhraafy 4X The 
U«ha Uthupa, Sharon 
PnAhafcttra, Akfo Chin^ 
and Parvati Khans are now 
afl over the i^ce, iqjectBif 
a western cukure m Indian 
muw. 

The o(dy fear »that very 
soon we wiB forget aB ab< 
out the Lata Mingeshkars 
and Asha Mncdes. 

Prabal Gnlia, 

Guwahab 

* Many decades ago, C>)le 
Porter wrote a song, Any- 
thmg Goes, the of 
which proves that people 
thought and said die same 
thnlg m the decades gone 
by. Part of the song- 
In olden tbys a gkmpse at a 
atodang 

Was hdced on as some- 
thing shocking, 

Now, heaven knows. 
Anything goes! 

Good authors who used to 
know better words 
Now only use Axir-iett&r 
words, 

Writing jnose, 

Anyditg goes! 

In 1990, It in 
RoB on pomogmphy. 
Anything goes! 

Aithor Maaly, 

Patna 


■ ThepbotographaorRnr- 
vati KhaiL SwmM Rno and 
Shweta Shetty, dmiicting 
them as idi^nur girls 
ntiwr than pop aiaas was 
realty rkhcwooa. ncase 
dost pubbsfa auch lieiow* 
cukure' articlea as they 
may have an advene effect 
on the youngm genenbon. 
Sbovurinl Bwiiht, 
Cakaitta 

■ You have carried a cover 
story on pop singers twice 
but each tune it was lAnost 
totally on female singen. fe 
thn not one-sided? 

Prom Usha Uthup to 
Suneeta Rao, they me il 
good, but without Bappi 
Lahn we cannot tidnk m 
miy Hukh pop music. Maiqr 
of than have in fact beoi 
prelected by Bappi Laldii 
He IS an asset to hakni 
mu^ so please cany a 
cover story on han now. 
Debuiak Nnadl, 
Tdwrpur (W.B.) 

The photograph of 
Shweta Shetty was excel¬ 
lent Give us aome more 
pictiaes of Shweta. 

It would not be Old of 
place to mention here Ihtf 
the &st reel pop aow in 
Hmdi f&na went Ike Wk 
Joan pebchan bo. jeeaa 
aasan ho, 

DOkoehummnkm, gpafeft 
tm dgmn 
Nam to bntaa,. 



w iitisnlni* isd t f U aii k ml fn 
life MUMm ompniilfek 
was renddrsd by imlMho* 
mad Kaf far C^Bnd 1^ 
turea’ (^eneanm^ OMSL 

tota^ meantnifen IM 
therefaie fid to catattan. 
Rnawsklfel tkanBrl#' 
Calcutta 

Coincidence? 

The forecast In Inner 
proves mccnect moat of 
the tme. I am a Leo and 
the December 31 iaane, for 
example, sdek Tfeakh wffl 
prove to be in your 
fimiur.*’ On die oontiary, I 
have been aerkxdy tick 
since Decendier 31 and 
bedriddai. 

hi other cases, it has 
been predicted that I 
shodd expect an mdremeid 
wtiea 1 happen to be a 
retsed perm! 

Anfmla Bose 
Calcutta 

Not Right? 

I fek ttafe Tbnm Gaqiaty 
CCfesaStragidsi’. Pdaniny 
2S) was bfeaed. B9iatv»aa 
Cmady unfair was fhat in* 
Btead of BUggealfeg aoks- 
to d w 

eaoes tf the GP1(M> he 
tried to set the second 
atitag fe ad ata iBdiat the 
aaaferoaas fewnoat aB^ 


LaiiaLgag Tij 

51 


VQBMMBiSDfe \W<0»| 


fe The intereal power 
•etnmie in die CFICM) is 
haw as appment as k ia ki 


teCoogreitya). Iba mak 
wjdMtfcMefdfefaoitt* 
h e n icj he ni of the party have 
asode d ka progreae 
MtCty oc vit party ear* 
.id betj l w re afrtmar to have 
iM Ikdt oeir hi 


J^jpOQ'^MRBb 


16 


■ New find Asha, 

who WiB play the controversial 
role of Pamella Bordes m a 
mult-hngual film, raises new 
hopes of showing us the 
Pamella we didn’t know 


■r Onthe trail of a tiger 
tracker of the Betla forest 


14 


I TT The US State 
Department maintains a 
'classified’ file on mythical 
kingdoms and kooky tangs 
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An Empty Rice Bowl and 


Tiger on His Mind 


A frad man with a 
goatee, his sad 

eyes hide grisly ti¬ 
ger tales. For over two de¬ 
cades, 50-year-old Mohammad 
Umer has staked his life for a 
mecigre livelihood as a tiger 
tracker for the Bella National 
Park, a dense jungle tract in 
Bihar’s forbidding Falamau 
forests. 

But what led Umer Mian, as 
he is fondly called, into such a 
hazardous occupation? "Be¬ 
fore the Forest Reserve came 
into being (ui 1965), 1 was a 
woodcutter. We were em¬ 
ployed by contractors to fell 
trees and transport the timber 
(on our bullock carts) to their 
warehouses. Suddenly, life 


wnaHH 

That's the story 
of a man whose 
trail could end in 


death 



came to a standstill. Tree¬ 
cutting was banned under 
forest conservation laws. 
Soon, trucks arrived to steal 
whatever little (money) tnck- 
led in from running my bullock 
cart. Starvation stared my 
family in the face," recalls 
Umer. 

In such crushing circumst¬ 


ances, a tiger tracker’s job 
came Umer's way (during the 
late sixties) from the forest 
department. Umer’s wife, 
Jahima Bibi, tried desperately 
to dissuade him saying that 
they could feed themseh'es by 
farming. “But I took the 
plunge, realising that hers was 
all an illusion,” says Umer. 
The (forest) department did 
not even place Umer and two 
others (Nabbi Rasul and Nur 
Mohummud) on the perma¬ 
nent rolls. The Rs 2.M that 
each earned at the day’s end 
was a pittance considering the 
deadly risks the work entailed. 

Doggedly scouring the 
waterholes that dotted the 
forest and its dusty paths in 


search of tiger pugmarks, the 
three men returned unre¬ 
warded in the initial months. 
Long years of ruthless 
poaching had stripped the 
jungle of its fauna. “So much 
so that the officials pooh- 
poohed our earliest discovery 
of a pugmark, in %larch 1970. 
It was after some time had 
passed, when we brought back 
the dead remains of this tiger, 
that they believed us. The 
skeletal form is now preserved 
in Bella’s forest museum,” 
says Umer. 

Nur Mohummud, conically, 
died of old age and 20-year-old 
Salim stepped into his shoes. 
'The trackers strugjded on. It 
was around this period that 
Umer had his first brush with 
death. "We were on our cus¬ 
tomary beat when we chanced 
upon five tigers gorging on a 
cow a stone’s throw away, m 


Mohammad Umer (right) with Salim: *lf I’m killed by a tiger, at least my next of kin will get some compensation’ 





ftKctt aret no. 2 , a place died 
BalH Kuaum." reiatea Uner. 
Ua eyes ightkv up. 

c at da n g aiiht of na. 
four of them d foa ppe a red into 
the forest But one lunted at 
me. And before 1 coidd react 
it was on my dnulders widi 
bared jaws. My mates had 
managed to scnmble 19 a 
tree. A Sghtinng reflex made 
me swing my axe and fortu¬ 
nately die attadcer scampered 
off scared. For three days 
after this experience, I was 
delirious and kept screaming 
■Sher." 

The four years from 1975 to 
79 were Idn years again for 
the trackers. Tracing pug- 
prints across a 200 -sq. km. 
forest with starkly depfo^ 
tiger population, is a daunting 
task m Itself. “With pugmaiks 
repeatedly eluding us, we 
were convinced that the few 
tigers left had finally perished. 
In the spring of 1^, a dead 
ox m Gobaiifoha (area no. 1) 
drew our notice. As we iiKhed 
towards it in anticipation, the 


footpiinta of a dgf^ became 
viane. bi our exdteinent, we 
named her MangH. havk^ 
made the catch on a Tuesday. “ 

Manidi (in turn, christened 
Begum by forest authorities) 
opened a frerii damter to Bet- 
fat's fetoie tomfly. Begum was 
joined by the biggest cat (rf 
them d, Nawto). and their two 
cubs as the days went by. The 
trackers had doubled as con- 
aomtianists by bringing back 
a once-written-off phe¬ 
nomenon ot the Betla jui^s. 

Umer Mian is norm^ con¬ 
versation-shy. But effi him on 
a little and he can reel off 
countless spine-chilling en- 
countns. “I was to Mitkapipar 
(Betfai area 2) in 1980, as usual 
on my haimdies, replicating a 
pugnruuk on the tracing glass. 
Suddenly, hearing a Catot rus¬ 
tle, I gbuiced bKk. There, 
kxxning above me, a few paces 
away, was a herd of 12 
elephants coming down the 
road, ft IS futile atteminin^ to 
outrun diargaig elephi^ in a 


jungle. faiBtaad, I crouched to 
the thick u n d e r grow th and 
held my breath til I felt suffo¬ 
cated. The ete ph an tt sniffed 
about tile buihes for • whfle 
and dim himbefed off. Allah 
had saved me once again.’* 

But what has Umer Mian 
reorived to •return for a life 
apmt to perpetual danger? A 
(»fly wage that has tidten an 
agoniatog 20 years to creepii^ 
to a measly Ra 17.85 per day. 
And an old age nuxe faiaecure 
than it was vriien he aet off on 
this fearsome trail “We have 
pleaded with them (the author¬ 
ities) umpteen times to absorb 
us as permanent workers. At 
least my fruraly (Umer fand 
Jahtoia have sevm children) 
couk) feH back on the pension 
which retoilar engiloyees draw 
after retirement. Our daily 
earnings even compare poorly 
with the mintoium everyday 
income (of Rs 20.50) of other 
forest hands,” says Umer. 

In a moment of despair, 
Umer Mian teOs me he prays 
that he fefls victim somecuy to 


the beasts that haunt hto exist- 
enoe. "Ifaviageriskiedbya 
dgeroraneie^iaM, tiieretoa 
oon v entio H to oomptenatoe the 
next of kin with a lumpsum 
(ranging between Ra 10000 
and Rs 20000). It is an unwrit¬ 
ten rule, of couTM, and the 
authorities do not guarantee 
the amount” 

The last time I met them 
was at the end of October near 
the (Betfai) forest loggate entr¬ 
ance. It was eight to the morn¬ 
ing and Umer and Salfan were 
preparing for yet another 
treachercMia journey. “Pieaae 
don’t imagine us to be excep¬ 
tionally brave men. Just that an 
empty rice-bowl is more 
frightening than tigers.” 

Saying this, they strode off, 
axe to h^, snultog and chat¬ 
ting nonchalantly. Salim turned 
aroiind and wai^ "Hope you 
bring us hick,” he snouted 
Then they vanished into the 
wilderness’ unknowa 

Asboke Nag 




• Toyfl and cricket bate: I 
would 13(0 to exchange a GI 
joe motorcycle and a MSM 
cricket bat for 300 to 400 
large-size postage stanqis of 

ffi and the complete set of 
lint stamps (£^ 1980 to 
1984) or the complete mints 
sets of mostly odd-shaped 
stamps (1953-78). Contset 
Partha Sarkhel, P-44, B- 
Block, Lake Town, (Calcutta 
89. 

• Roller akates: I would fake 
to exchange a pair of rofler 
skates for aBtolwoiker-3 with 
exetdse and diet charts. Write 
to Rishabh Bhagra, Flat: F-2, 
Sravanti Apartments, 153/1 
Jesaore Road, Calcutta 
700074. 

oCanarai I offer an Agfe 
200 cwiera for a BuBwotker. 
Write to Sudipta Dey, Sashi- 
Dham, D.P. MukhojM Lane, 
P.O. Sbeoraphuly, HoogMy 
712223. 

• WaUtmaB and RaMe^a 
Cobti I offer a Sanyo stereo 
Wakman aod a Ritoic’t Cifoe 
for the c o mphte course of 
AfftfamTs OT-JEE or anything 


of ooneqionding value. Write 
to Subu, GPO Box no. 62, 
Shiong 793001. 

• Video caaaette, ttady 
matorlal and pockot radio: 
I would Rce to exdsBige a 
video recording of the film, 
BhieLtgoon, ahidy matoial of 
CA Entrance exams and a 
pocket radio for a Spaniah 
gukar or anythin at coma- 
ponding value. Write to An 
Ravimtoaiiathan, lOA Neelan- 
jan, 18/2 Gariahat Road, 
cutta 19. 

o Staaips, caaiettea. 
coins, pmrtars. maisKiaea 
«id bovoIk I offer 2,000 
stampa of 155 countries with 
six stamp albuma, BS cons of 
27 oounbtos, a number of 
posters of stes^ 25 andfo cas¬ 
settes witib headphones, 10 
issttes of Sportstv and 17 
novels for anythtog of cocrea- 
vtoue. CoidactAnung 
M-RV7 Tdeo Colony, 
JlRiahedpur 831004. 
oStady amwial: I offer 
the 19W AgHwaTs DT-JEE 
study mstexU with solutions 
anythtog at equivalent 


vahie. Write to B. Vhnal 
Kumar, C/o P.R.B. PiBai, 57/1 
(kreha Road, 2nd floor, Cal- 
cutto 700019. 

• Tape-raeardar and 
radio: I offer a National tape- 
recorder and a Bush trsnsiatar 
for anythtog of corresponding 
value. Write to K.P. Bhat- 
tacharya, m Limited, 22 C.R. 
Avenue (2nd Floor), CalcutU 
700072. 

• tnrataUe: I would like to 
exchange a 60-watt Phifaps 
stereo turntable with bu3t-to 
ampfafier and a pair of speakers 
for anything of correqionding 
vahie. Write to Abhyit Roy, 
BD-283 Srit Lake, Calcidta 
64. 

• Two-in-oae, TV, wrist- 
watch, record-player, 
radio, camera, eacyclo- 
aaedlis, gaitar and cricket 
Mt: I offer a National Panaso¬ 
nic two-tn-one, a portable b&w 
TV aet, an ABwyn wristwatch, 
a record-player, a pocket 
radio, a 35mm Hot Shot 
camera, three encyclopaedias, 
a ^laidsh guitar and a cricket 
bat for a PC/XT of any make to 


niimii^ or repairable condition 
(exchi^g tlM VDU and key 
board). (Contact Tushar Shar- 
ma, C/o A.C. Sharma, SBI 
Narangi, Guwahati 781 027. 

• Electronic mnsical la- 
struaiaat: I offer an electro¬ 
nic musical instrument (Casio 
PT-82) in excellent condition 
for anything of equivalent 
value. Write to Subhaya 
Baneijee, 59 Jascriyne Road, 
Kancharapara, 24 Parganas 
(N). West Bengal. 

• Roliar skatas: I offer a 
pair of Hakers roBer skates for 
10 books of Hardy Boys or 
anything of corresponding 
vahie. Contact Rqdeep Chak- 
raborti, Oo S.R. Chakrabcuti, 
P.O. CR Building, Miilanna- 
gar, Dibrugarh 786003. 

• Study Butcrial: I offer 
the latest CA study material of 
the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants for anythit^ at 
corresponding value. Write to 
Dibyeiidu Prnnanfle, Room no. 
m. Mam Hostel, A 2 Block, 
Jadavpur University, Calcutta 
32. 
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I t is decidedly unkmd tocalldte police 
thieves (a common tnisapprelMmsion 
that displays a fine disregai^ for histor- 
ital scruples), just as it would not do to call 
a man an ape just because his ancestor 
grew a tail instead of a moustache and 
preferred to live a la Tarzan. The police 
are, after aD, one step forward m the 
evohitkm of the profession crime and 
criminals. The cardinal rule is never to 
hold a person’s ancestor agamat him. The 
idea, therefore, is to study the evolution of 
the polij» to remove the prejudice and the 
distinction history does not make. 

When Neanderthal heads nodding 
aroimd their latest discovery—fire—had 


The poKce too have a 
recor^ imtes ttpendn 
N. Chatter 


the thread of history as to the evolution of 
the bearskin to the safari suit, and of the 
men with paleolithic clubs to the trun- 
cheon-wielc^ bobby of today, is lost: 
Even Darwin is silent on the point Never¬ 
theless, though some critics foom first¬ 
hand experieiKe and first-aid support 





felt the need to do something about the 
public’s ’might is right’ attitude to life as 
exemplified in Thor's Unsodal habit of 
filcl^ Lok’s pet dinosaurs, the idea of 
having a police force totter^ tg) to the 
rocl^ wa^ and spread itself in Inerog- 
lyphin and drawinp. And ‘what mii^ty 
events finom trival causes spring^, as Ptg>e 
was to later exclaim. 

A new day was dawning atop Mount 
Sinai a few centuries later with the passing 
of a divine ordinance '(ratified by a two- 
thirds nutjority at the angds, present and 
vDtiii& a^st an opposition waUcout by 
one &tan), making crime ilegal. Moses, 
the first poficrpan, turned magician, |n«- 
fened to occasionally change las bafon nto 
a snake and vke versa, rather than 
rngtoie the professioo, As a oonsetssop^ 




argue that methods have remained the 
same, the police does have a ‘recortf. 

The police can be of two types, pditkal 
and ordinary, in times of yore they were 
so linked as to make it difficult to, disting¬ 
uish between the two. Andcnt states that 
kept changing their boundaries and orp- 
rasation with the r^ilaiity oi chaii^ ig 
diiq)ers felt the need for a special force 
invinted with the power to impose the wiO 
oi d)e dveftain on the ti^s. ft was- 
usually the army which doubled up for the 
task, a form stiU evident h wtatorial 
setups. Gradually, as dviiiaation progres¬ 
sed ficm sole chieftaincy and direct demo¬ 
cracy to the more complex indirect demo¬ 
cracies and nxxiarchial setups neceasiting 
sped^sed orguti of government to deal 

asth diffsoem aipiMts of •«« 


don, internal security of the state became 
of vital importance, (fonsequently poHdng 
within the state received a shot in the atm. 

The prdicet as we know it today, begn 
to take shape during the hei^ at the 
Roman dvflisation. In fact, the word 'con¬ 
stable’ derives from the Latin 'otmee 
stabufi’—the Master of the Horae of the 
Eastern Roman Emperora at BysandunL 
' The process began in India during the 
reign of (handragupta Maurya, when, for 
the first time, there was estabifahed a vast 
network of spies under the aUe ste- 
■ wardship of the pre-Machiavellian 
MadnaveOi, (^hanakya, to collect, cobte, 
and act on information pthered afpinst 
internal and external enemies of the State. 

Feudalism during this petted, as on the 
Continent, was not condudve to the 
growth of the police. Usually feudal fords 
maintained thor own forces, drawn firam 
the more mifitant of the peasantry, and 
generafiy consisting of characters vdw 
required serious watching themselves. 
ThM farcea were called ‘watches’ and 
patrolled thdr botougfu, with die abn of 
appteheiiding suspidous activity, but more 
(rften being the cause of it, they bemg 
famous for idaying havoc with the heart 
and physiognomy d country lasses. Th^ 
had another function, nainely, informing 
the deeping populace in the wee hours a 
the morning '3 o’clock and all’s wdl'. 
Natural tlwy ended weL 

(fonstables began to be appointed to the 
parishes of Engfand firom aroimd 1252, but 
these posts were mosdy honorary, in the 
nature of today’s justices d peace. 

,, 'These, however, were spwadic and 
I isolated developments, and it wasn’t untd 
, the 18th cent^, in Engla^, that the 
' growth really crystaffised. Thievery, high¬ 
way robbery and murder were thm very 
mudi m vogue in the absence of a compe¬ 
tent force to combat them. Poverty, 
squalor, and the rejected human garbage 
frnn the Industrial Revolution encouraged 
die sprouting of schools for crindnala, 
which brdre out like ugly sores diroiiifi 
the land. For a just descrfotion one ms 
only to turn to Didtens and to depictioB of 
Fa^’s den in Olhrer TwiaL Noyes «• 
aggerates when he writes of Bess (fidting 
a love knot bi her dark hair when The 
highwayman came rklbig, ridbi£ upto the 
old bm door’, the onl^d^ getting tied qp 
into knots weredie bmarda of d» gen e td 
populace, and fbur remarkable gendeman 
toto it upon themselves to unde ftb 
cause. They were Thomas DeVeil, Hjmf 
Fielding, to broto %Jota Fleklbiibim 
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DeVeS (bom 1684) set up u an agent 
betw e en die pidiBc and a govmnient 
which, Bke tocky, had to have ka wheels 
greased with briiery to register puUic 
requirements. Ifis office was located in a 
amidl yard atop Whitehall, which was then 
a part of the royal Palace of Westminster, 
mk which earlier had been the site (rf the 
residence of die royalty of Scotland when 
they visited the Eng^ (kxirt It was 
therefore known as ‘Sootlmd Yard*. Bid 
DeVei did not stay there kaig. Beng made 
a justice of peare he moved to Bow Street 
as a trading justice’—seffing justice to 
those who could afiiord his services which 
were mostly investiptive in nature. He is 
thus the fim detective. He and his assts- 
tants, thief-takers’ as they were caBed, 

• were so efleCtive that the government 
decided on a paid justice sitting per¬ 
manently at Bow Street to deal widi enme 
in LondoL 

De Veil was succeeded at Bow Street by 
Henry Fielding the novelisL From him 
came the idea of regular armed patnris. It 
was executed by his half-bcother and 
successor at Bow Street—Sir John Field- 
kqi—vdx>, nddentaBy, was bikid from 
birth. The disability did not prevent him 
frtxn becoming a legend: it was reputed that 
he emdd recognise aU the known criminals 
of London 1:^ their voices. The 'Bow 
Street Patrol’ was at first paid for by the 
wealdiy dtuens, until the gov en unent 
reihsed their effirecy and took over. They 
are the forerunners of the modem day 
Mounted Pohee. 

Patrick (^olquhoun, another London 
magistiate, was meanwhile persuading 
merdiants, quite successfully, to pay for a 
boat patrd cm the Thames to check cargo 
phinderdrs. This too proved hi^ily ettec- 
five, Old thus the police found itself ki 
deep waters. The River Police, founded ki 
1798, still are as effective and keeps 
growmg. 

In 1829, Sfr Robert Peel, as Hcrnie 
Secretary, piloted through Parbamoit his 
Metropolis Police Improvement and 
on September 29, 1829 the first thousand 
of Peel’s pobce set out on patrol; Engfruxi 
was giving the world the first offitiafiy 
constituted pobce force. 

It was France, however, sdiich was the 
first country to start a detective organisa¬ 
tion of tiie modem type. In the days (ff the 
Restoration, just ^er the downfall of 
Napoleon, ex-convict Francois V^doeq was 
oitnisted with building up a smafl body 
of detectives to nd Fins tif the ging iff 
thugs ranqiant ki those days. Adarkigman 
wiffi a masterful mmd and a tiKxoui^ 
knoudedge of French criminals, thdr Ian- 
,, guage and their methods, be became ki 
; time a police ^ and ki 1816 was prom- 
! oted to the o&e of Chid of the Sfiretd d 








D uring the ume time, the kcene in 
bida, epediBy around Calcutta. wa§ 
not very different. The htotory of the 
dime the Hooghly dutrict be tw e en 
1795 and 1845 ia practicaly a hMory of 
Dacoity.” (Toynbee’a At^jmkmtntion of 
the Hoogfy Dmthcti. The contemporary 
admmatratkm, thougfi a watered-down 
version of the 'xncca' Bittirii syst^ waa 
genet^ comment to deal with local 
aituationa, but dacoity they could not cope 
with. The Bengalee, naturally sodabie, 
waa carrying Ida sociability a bit too ffr, 
fek the administration, in caffng on hk 
ndghbours with a few select friends in Ms 
soiourns as a practical socialist redktirflsut- 
ing wealth sans perndssion. Calcutta bet¬ 
tered Sherwood and Robin Hood in num¬ 
bers and scope. 

So, in 1852 waa constituted the Dacoity 
Commission, hehded by the frrt Comnda- 
ahmer, Waqup. He was succeeded in turn 
by L Jadcson, Ward, Ravenns, Kedey, 
and R^. Within the 18 years of itsi 
mdstence, dacoity lost its gidding limits, 
its romance, and its praotaHlity. The 


adndnistration awoke from its blissfril re¬ 
pose and came back from hdietnation with 
a newly constituted pdice force and the 
Indian Penal Code, and slowly phased out 
the Dacoity Conunission for a more 
per m ane n t and effective measure. The 
Dacoity Comndssion exists per se even 
today, but it has been revetted to the 
Mnior status <d a stpiad in the Detective 






DwHtment of Ldbaaar. 

Durint fte tons of J.R. Ward as As 
Ccmmisaoner of the DtodwCoasHissfaH. 

' die foundations of the present DetscliM 
Deportment were bdd. Ward ch a dBe d 
arrests into three categom. Pint ofieh- 
ders were caBed undertriata ofThsLoA- 
(g)', and if any amo^ them wanted to 
confess and turn Kin^s witness, they 
were tran s ferred to tte ‘Cold Lodnip'. 
Convicts were deposited in ‘Big Lockup' 
awdting deportation to die Andonana. It 
was from this last category*diBt ‘detec¬ 
tives’ were recruited. The ife sentence 
was commuted if any convict agreed to 
work for the government Tlieae ‘detec¬ 
tives’ were not granted full liberty; every 
, I evenbwthey had to report to the Comnus- 
skxi o&e, had to undertake not to leave 
their homes after nightfsH, or steal, gam¬ 
ble, lie, or ptaashable by dep^- 
tion, For their troubles diey were paid an 
allowance ai 90 annas. 

Once constituted, the pMice grew from 
I strength to strength, transcending national 
boundkuies. In ^mrka. Chief Wiffiam S. 

I Seavey of Onudub hosted a par^ foe 51 
CMefs of Police of the United States at 
I ChicagD in 1863. The consequence of the 
‘Chka^ Tea Party’was the establishinent 
of National Chiek of PiAce Union (later 
Internatnnal Association of CMefs of 
Police—lACP), which was the root body 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, to 
be created around 1924. 

Hie necessity of estaMisMng direct 
coittact between the national police forces 
was f^ witii the shrinking of giobai 
distance so an internationai congress 
was held at Monaco in 1914, and at Vienna 
in 1923, where under Police Commission¬ 
er Sdiober of Vwniia was created the 
Internationa Criminal Police Commission 
(ICPC). Interrupted by the two World 
Wan, it waan’t until 1946 that P.E. 
Louwage, Inapector General of the Bel¬ 
gium Mkiistry of Justice, initiated the 
reconstruction process. At the reunion 
held in Brusads, 19 comtries participated 
and decided to shift the H.Q. of the 
Commission to Pans, effective June 15, 

, 1946, and set it up witMn the premises at 
I the Siteeto Nstion^. This was Interpol, 

I the name detivkig frrom die telegraphic 
y address adopted by aO national buruux of 
' the ICPC. 

Alongside the growth of the police grew 
forensic science, and the crindnai ab^y 
Bying under the shadow of the curved 
pipe, cotdd not bnaenly sustdn the added 
mtnision of the nuqpidying glass. Occa- 
MonaBy they threw up a Crippen or 
Jaefc-the-Rip^ who Mg! a brief rip-roaring 
■ucoesa, but tiw kistancea were ram. 
Detectives who coidd identify 121 ^pea of 
dgan from merd dgm: aah 1 ^ atarug it off 
as dementary, aeriouaM ctanptod their 
style. Tlie poto were hem liif aihiy. • ' 
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The British Indian Associa¬ 
tion (BIA) was founded on 
October 29,1851 for a ‘period 
of not less than three years' 
with the purpose of interven¬ 
ing in an organised manner on 
bmalf of Ini^ns m the debate 
then going on m England on 
the passing of a new Chatter 
Act. Its cmistitution had 47 
clauses. It had three categor¬ 
ies (rf members; ordinary, hon¬ 
orary and corresponding; the 
last one was perhaps meant to 
accoirunodate European sym- 


European cooperation was 
needed to present its petitions 
to Parliament in Engbmd and 
for lobbying its cases there. 
Tin 185t the BIA had a paid 
agent in London to esubbsh 
contacts with British public 
figures. In 1866. it began to 


cooperate with the London In¬ 
dian Society (formed by Indi¬ 
ans residing m London) and 
also developed ties with the 
East Indian Association and 
the Abonguies Protection 
Society. 

The apprehension that the 
Association might be short- 
bved was belied by the course 
of events In fact, it began to 
function more systematically 
after three years. It regularly 
held quarterly and annual 
general meetings. The reports 
showed that on one hand it 
acted as an unofficial advisory 
body of the government and on 
the other, as a parliamentary 
opposition outside Parliament. 
A Madras-based newspaper 
even called it the AuxiUary 
^Bslature of India. 

> I^BIAwasapofitkal 


i association concerned with in¬ 
numerable issues but basically 
It was a landholders' associa¬ 
tion. Its leaders dominated 
Bengal's pubhc hfe. The BIA 
represented a very broad com¬ 
bination of groups and indi¬ 
viduals, of whicn the Young 
Bengal was the most impor¬ 
tant contmumg group. The 
BIA could boast of leaders hire 
Ram^palGhose, Peary 
Chand Mitra, Krishnanwhan 
Bandopadhyay, Hanmoian 
Sen, Jaiknshna Mukhetjee. 
Digambar Mitra, Harishchan- 
dra Midcheijee and Ginsh 
Ghose. Am^thefoffidies 
that maintained dose links 
with the Assodatkm were rile 
Tagores and Debs, riie Mttl- 
liclu of Pathuiii|d^- 
ChorebaganandBarabuar, 
Ashutosh De/s fianfiy, the 


Smghas of Paikpara and the 
Ghoshals of Kidderpore. Ram- 
mohun Roy's soaRamaprasad, 
was also a committee member. 

The stren^ (rf the BIA was 
supposed to have nevo^ ex¬ 
ceed 2(X). Itfixeda hi# 
sifoscription rate of a ramimum 
of Rs SO a year. Members i 
were also enroiied from the ' 

various districts of Bengal as 
well as from outride the state. 
The BIA had brandies m Shfo- 
pore, Barasat, Ho^yand 
had contacts even in Ri|)shahi 
and Dacca. Its financial posi¬ 
tion was sound; the surplus 
incmne was invested In gov¬ 
ernment securities. 

In 1868, the Assocutxm se¬ 
cured a house (sketched 
riiove} of its own behind Great 
Eastefn Hotel on British Indi¬ 
an Street in central (Calcutta. 











































And be give d tor Ms opnuoa, that 
whoever cotdd make two ears of com or 
twoblideaofgriaatogrowid3oaa^(^ 
ground where only one grew bedote, 
woutd deserve better of manlond, and do 
more essaitul amyxe to Ms country than 
die whole race ofpobtiaana put together. 

-Jonathan Swift (1667.1745) 

years ago, when I joined an 
^^engneeiing college, a friend warned 
V.xme joidngiy; “Dm’t forget, you are 
ruling out the Nobd Prize for yourself 
forever.” As the years pass^, the 
words—then brushed aside lau^un^— 
came to epitoniise the very profession that 
I had dedM to enter. Not that I had set 
my sights on tiiat hallowed award Yet 
coning to gripe with a vast, runaway 
subject called technology, it struck me 
how unsung engfaieers were. But aren’t 
engineers the ones who can claim the 
biggest credit for hanging the world to 
where it is today? And also the ones who 
wiE take the world to where it will be 
tomorrow? 

The foct that there is no Nobel Prize for 
engfaieeriog may have its own reasons 
(although quite a few engineers have won 
the Prize): neverthdess, nothing could 
have syndiolised the phg^ of engineers 
better than this. As 6bnstars, sportspeo- 
ple, writes and politidans bask perpetual- 
^ in the limelight of puNidty, engaieerslie 
busy behind-the-scenes—skipping 
we^end famiy outings in Tokyo design- 
B|g a computerised cr^t card or racking 
their braina in Moscow planning a manned 
mission to Mars. Their work, sooner or 
later, is sure to touch your bfo or mme— 
but how many of ua will ever get to know 
the men and women hidden behind thenr 
own creatioas? 

Over thousands of years, the enffneer 
in man has hefoed him carve a dominant 
positiao on this planet by hia command of 


Bchiad-the-aceiies engtoeertog 
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Building bridges 

technology. While other life forms have to 
take nature as it comes, man alone is able 
to aeate an environment friendber than 
what nature has placed him in by different 
techniques whose sum total can be called 
technology. Technology, predictably, is* 
widely considered the best yardstick for 
measuring the progress of avibsation 
through the ages. Thus, cwibsabon is said 
to have bypassed several tabes inhabiting 
some <A our very own Andaman Sea 
islanda which, despite India being a mqjor 
technological power m today’s world, soil 
exist in an environment ahnost as primitive 
as tlK man’s. 

From time immemorial to this day, the 
educes of engmeenng skiil, ironicaily, 
have served to upstage the very people 
reqionsfole for th^ existence. Admitt^- 
iy. there may not have been any singlq 
individual bdiaid the origin of the lever 
(2500 BC), or the making of paper (AO 
100). Stin, one frequent^ hevs of the 
Jantar Mantar at Jaqiur having.been built 
‘by’ R4a Sawai Jai Sm^ or the giant 
statues at Abu Sonbel in Egypt ‘by’ 
Pharaoh Rameses-II, but rarely, tf at all, of 
th» true begetters. In many cases, 
names of su^ early enguteers and 
architects can be dug out pages of 
history consigned to the oUivion of arc¬ 





Tiie invisible profession 


hives—but then that isn’t exactly as excit- 
mg news as Pamella Bordes' capers. Even 
today, as m the days of the Pharaohs, tune 
tends to erase true creators from mem¬ 
ory—leavmg ponces and Prime Ministers 
to comer ^ tlm glory. 

T he phenomenon of enguieers going 
unsung IS not li8uted,as one ought 
beUeve, to the technologically backup 
Hard W(^ countries. In fact, in USA, 
where engineers outnumber scientists (rf 
jdl callings by a ratio greater than twods- 
to-one, the former are a communfty of 
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profeuionals isr less celebrated than one 
might thM them to be. According to a 
survey made in 1977 by the US National 
Acadmy of EnginMring, to most college- 
niucated people in the United States, 
engineering is virtually an ‘invisible profes¬ 
sion’ compared to me^dne or law. “InabU- 
ity to communicate” and "pw social 
akflls” were two qualities of a "typical” 
engineer, according to the respondents. 

Nobel Prize and celebritude are not the 
miy features that set science apart from 
engineering. Although woven deeply into 
each other, professionwise science can be 
b^dly differentiated from engineering as 
brpui^ out dearly by New York Times 
Eduadon columnist ^ward Fiske in an 
article in. March 1989: “The Scientist 
seeks to imderstand the world and oper- 
atea a^drat an absolute standard. His 
findings either descrfee nature acoirately 
or they do not By oxitrast'the engineer 
is problem-oriented. He seeks not to 
desote the worid but to change it..The 
engineer ateo lives fat the world where 
sdmice and values meet” 

UnderstandaUy, either professkm has 
had to share of cliauvinists. Nobd Mze- 
wkH^ phyaidst, the late Isiddr Issk 
RaMi,, once auggested that the dffiaence 
between sdeace and engineerW.'^ beat 


illustrated by the difference between poet¬ 
ry and advertising.' On the other hand, 
engineers’ long-held grouse at being dub¬ 
bed with scientists (without getting a fair 
share cf the publidty cake) has been more 
recently expressed by John Sununu, US 
President Ciieorge Bush’s Chief of Staff, in 
a television interview in Janu^, 1989. 
The interviewer, in all his journalistic 
nnocence, had addressed him as a sden- 
tist, and Sununu—MIT-educated en¬ 
gineer, company founder and engineering 
professor—coui^’t just shrug off the mil- 
lion-doUar question: “Isn’t engineering a 
sdence?” “No,” he replied. “It’s an en¬ 
gineering profession. There’s a difference. 
We make things work.” How far his views 
can go to puli engineers out of the blind 
side of journafism is, however, anybody’s 
guess. 

T he recent global brouhaha oven a 
table-top hiskm claimed by two IM 
versity ofUtah electrochemists and which 
later came to a resounding nought saved 
to exemplify the pitfalls of overplaying 
sdence b^e a vast. guOible lay pubHc. 
Modest advances made m supercMductiv 
ity two years earlier had likewise been 
hyped up to a degree where we diould _ 
have bm zipping about in magnetically f 


I levitated trains 1^ now. Yet breakthroughs 
f in HDTV (hit^ definition tdevishw), a 
technology tiM proodaes to revolutionise 
teieviaion viewing, made in the recoff past 
remaned lost in the pages of tedinickl 
^xanab. Gizmos like papw watdies and 
handheld idtotocopiers, minor spin-ofls fai 
the gafiopping advancement of engbieermg 
■Mia, wow consumers all over world 
but seldom manage to turn the spotliidd on 
the Idcdi IQ hut namdess elecfronics 
whizzes working agakut the dock amidst a 
maze of circuitry to bring the world a 
.better tomorrow. 

Who then will sing the engineer’s, 
praises? In recent years, wett-known sd- 
entists Ifice Cari Sagan and Stephoi Haadc- 
ing have been phenomenally successful in 
mal^ topics as abstruse as the Big Bang 
and Black Holes a part of the' layman’s 
sdence. bi doing so, they may have 
demonstrated that there is still scope for 
painting an exdt^ pcture of the eng^er 
to resdos now increasing exposed to a 
diet of such quidc-fix wonders—or rather 
non-wonders—as endless source of ener¬ 
gy (cold fiiskm) or the end to AIDS (the 
drug AZT). Publicising medals and jxizea 
awarded to engineers could be an indirect 
way to attract popular attention but that 
again depends on establishing a good 
rappot the press and the public, a 
task fcff which so setf-efEadng a community 
of (x-cffessionais as engineers can hardly be 
relied upon. In the end, it might be left to 
the engineer to do to his |»ofession what 
Sagan and Hawking have done to their's. 
Or may be, in the future more and more 
companies will be tempted to boast, as 
Siemens, West Germany, did in a recent 
series of TV commerdids in the West, 
being “...a leader in high technology elec¬ 
tronics and electrical engineering.” Have 
we ever before heard of a company using 
the words ‘electrical engineering in a 
direct message to the gemtfal piMc? b 


Changing the woriJ 






Dom Thomas, Calcutta 16, 
nasks this quasllon: “Ava 
Oardnar. who died racsnUy, 
was married to which actor- 
alr)gar7” and teUs us H was 
Frank Sinatra. 

in October, 1951, Nancy 
Slnaba won a divoroo in 
CaMomta, and her husband 
Frank, urged on by Ava 
Qardner because Nancy’s 
decree woukJ have takana 
year to become effectiva. got i 
a divoroa of his own in Ne^ 

' da. Through an of that year, 
on each ate of the w^ to 
the altar, in Mexloo, Texas. 
Spain and Mrioa, Frank and 
Ava ware foHowed by news¬ 
man, hounded by them, 
aimoat <Mven wild by them. 
AikI he reacted in the usual 
Sinatra fashion. At Los 
A n gslas Ihtematlonal Air- 
port on their wm to a vaca¬ 
tion In Mexico, Frank refused 
to board the plane until ail 
thephotographerswersre- 
movsd from the tamnac and 
theramp-Thephoto- 
graphera refused to be re¬ 
moved and almost started a 
riot vWien airport poHoe made 
attempt s to dislodge them. 

Ava finally made a run for the 
plane, a magazine over her 
head; minutes later Frank 
respo n ded to a plea from toe 
airport staff that toe plane 
could not alt there aN night 
and he raced to toe plane, 
knocking cameraman out of 
hiawiw. 

in M e xloo one of Frank's 
bodyi^iards, later ktentlfled 



1 f 0» dwaatfati: WfMt la the aoutee of the 
tilto of Nolaen MantMa’a autoMography. 
Nb Mtaftto/taedbrif? <Deoptllcatiia 
Thakur, Surla (Sorry, wMi have not given 
your fuN at H heo a 0*^ 

Ana: The tMo la taken mwi an arOeio 


wfttlen by JawaharW Neknt In f/My 01 
lea great r eader of the works of Nehru 


andOandhi. 



Ava with Frank 

asaconvietadmurdarer, I 
forced a photographer to 
surrender hte camera aflto 
pulling a gun on him and 
toreateing to kill him, than 
destroyed the film wh^ held 
shots of Frank and Ava. 
ArxXher time, Frank nearly 
drove his car into a group of 
newsmen and photo¬ 
graphers at an airport, 
acrWning at one of them, 
“Next UtTM i'll kill you, you-r 
He later apologised to one 
of them, explaining that he 
was‘upMt’at toe time and 


dtonl know his way off toe 
field. 

He was mors than upset; 
Frank was oloae to a ner¬ 
vous breakdowri, his friends 
have said. Not only was 
Naitcyoontinuaily changing 
her mind about giving hfrn a 
dhoroe, but more dTMdfui 
sW, Frank's career had gone 
from a slight (fip Into a fi^ 
acale decline. And Ava had 
gone (Torn minor actress to 
toisniafional star with toe re¬ 
lease of Show Soar (and, of 
oourae, with toe constant 
headlines about her ro- 
manoawItoSinalr^. 

Frank and Ava ware mar- 
riito on November 7,1951, 
wHhin a few days after he got 
his divorce. The wedding to 
the Philadelphia home of a 
wealthy Industrialist was 
again marred by toe media 
and FrarA's reaction to four- 
naUsts. “How did those 
creeps know where we 
wero?” Sinatra shouted as 
he saw toe newsmen 
camped outside the‘secret’ 
location for the wadding. "I 
don’t want no drcus herer 


hsoonthaied. 

”11 knock iheflioi guy who 
bias to gat inoidiH-and I 
mean i^ In a^ however, the 

otHNnony WS8 A ciM. 

Whan N was over. Flank and 
Ava flew off In a chartered 
plana lor a hrmaymoon in 
Havana. They sUiyad for 
aevarai da^ in too Hotel 
Nadonal, which would figure 
haavHy in Morchaigoa Inst 

PfAnK WAS IsVvOlvAQ wArl VIA « 

MaMu 

A ton magazinoof the day 
summed up toe Slnatra- 
Qardner marriage In two 
headUnea, One. Just aflar toe 
wedding, read: New Name 
tor Happiness. The other, 
only frxv rnonths lator, was 
titlad: The Bmtiing Sinatras. 

PoatsorkKr School boys 
and girls Interested in Joining 
the Annual Quiz Course 
orgintoed ^ Calcutia Quiz 
Corner (49B Bafiygunge 
Place), please etiqijire itt 
your school office or enroN 
(firectly at toe venue. 

A ^ftiies tatuhailv 

4M rnmrOTMRHTe IfllVeVWve 

sees toe sp ec tacular Sjporf- 
sworfd Round Table Quiz tor 
the Dunlop Spoctrawide Tro¬ 
phy (organised by Calcutia 
Central Round Table 35). 
Preiims on April 5 and 6 at 6 
pm each day. Qrand final 
(indixfing PatnaandShu- 
baneaww teams) on April 7 
at 6 pm. Venue: The 
Dalhousie frisiituts. All are 
woloome. 
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rAPTlONS 


Lofty landmarks of Saint 
Lucia’s coast, the Pitons rise 
from the Caribbean Sea with 
the aura of an imaginary, exotic 
kingdom. Wouid-be rulers who 
create their own countries 
often choose isolated islands. 
The US State Department, 
responsible for keeping track 
of ail nations, keeps a file on 
mythical ones 

A thunderhead crowning the 
Caribbean island of Montserrat 
at day’s end creates the illusion 
of a mythical kingdom. Most 
would-be rulers of such 
non-existent countries declare 
dominion over land that does 
exist, usually tiny, Isolated 
Islands 








Kooky 

, Kings and 
Mythival Kingdoms 






V ivacious, dusky Pamella Bordes has 
always wanted her life story on film. 
And why not.’ Stimng the interna¬ 
tional jetset, shaking the British govern¬ 
ment. getting at the royal family, and 
dragging two of Britain's top newspapers 
into a war that had nothing to do with 
words. And all by one little Indian, also 
said to be one of London’s highest paid call 
girls. But there were no takers in 01' 
Blighty even after the lady offered to 
produce any film on her life story. 

So it’s back to home base for Pamella 
Choudhary Singh Bordes. The Haryana 
sensation makes news again with a non¬ 
resident Indian, or as they prefer to call 
themselves, Indo-American venture. 
Three producers—one in Amenca. the 
other in Dubai and the third, in India— 
have launched a venture they hope to 
complete in June this year: Miss India in 
Hindi and Miss World in Engbsh, shot 
simultaneously. The film will also be dub- 

\8ha, a new find from 


Tiultilingual film, thus 
raising hopes of 
ncovenng some more 
lidous points about the 
controversial figure. 




vesus 


Deek at the star on the 


make 


of modellmg assignments, an unsuccessful 
try at Miss India and a big ambition to be 
a big star. And that’s where any faint 
resemblance with sensual, sophisticated, 
jetsetting Bordes ends. 

‘Asha’ is ail she would like to be known 
as, and no mentioning her family and 
background, thank you. Back where she 
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bed in seven languages mcluding Bengali, 
Gujarati and Telugu, says jayant Uas, a 
Bombay-based photographer who is hand¬ 
ling the film’s publicity. Further details 
about the producers are not known. 

What IS known is that P. Chandrakumar, 
Madras-based director who went from 
making family teaijerkers to churning out 
soft pom, is directing this film. This is also 
said to be the 100th film of Chandrakumar 
whose cinema turned a shade of blue with 
Adhi Papam (First Sin) m 1988. The music 
s by Illaya Raja. 

The first shooting schedule in Madras is 
3ver. The next is in Bombay in April, after 
which the scene shifts to Delhi, then 
\merica and London, tracing the fun times 
ind high life of Ms Pamella Bordes. 

The star of the show is new to filmdom. 
Hit not so new to the camera, with a year 




Asha gets a helping hand from co-star Pammi and (inset) one of her modelling shots 


comes from—a Bombay suburb—acting in 
a film IS sacrilege. And Pamella Bordes at 
that, a definite no no, "I will have to move 
out (from home) after the film is re¬ 
leased," she says, matter-of-fact and de¬ 


termined to shield her conservative family 
from the publicity ahead. 

Faltering English can’t dampen her 
ambition. The big time begins with a 
flat in the suburban Lokhandwala complex 










HMEHil 


But the film-makers have it that he helped 
her to the big time-—Bombay to USA, etc. 
It contradicts the known one of getting a 
ticket to the Big Apple, courtesy the Miss 
Universe contest in Lima (Peru), but 
never mind. 

Minor digressions from the mainline 
should not find Ms Bordes objecting too 
much. After all, the film-makers say they 
(rather one of them) have met her and got 
the green signal for the venture. 
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or Bandra. And later, a "big star”. No 
struggle for this, lads, please. "1 have 
always been lucky, 'fhe roles will come. I 
'lave not had to struggle." Her height 
(“>. 8') and good figure are her fortune right 


now; we haven’t seen the acting yet. But 
at 23, she has a long rope. 

If Asha IS new, so is hero Pammi who 
plays ‘Rjti’ in the film. Where Raj fits into 
the Bordes life and style, is not too clear. 


Pamella revisited 

Karlier attempts to make a film on Ms 
Bordes haven't fared well. I’anwlla the 
Beauty Queen, did not take off after the 
heroine, Nikita Tejpal met with a tragic- 
end inagascylmder accident in her kitchen 
last year. .An attempt to make a film on 
Bordes in Madras, around the same time, 
has not been heard of since, also. 

Given the way they have been stickmg 
to shooting schedules, and their talk of 
having the film released by June, the NRl, 
sorry Indo-American, venture seems de¬ 
termined to see the light of day, and soon. 
The belief that a subject like hot-sell 
Pamella cannot fail seems to spur them on. 


Q: How did you get this role? Did they 
approach you, or did you approach them to 
play Pamella Bordes? 

A: I was doing a modelling session when I 
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- told iou '•otm thing about the sub/eLt^ 

[ A 1 he prndu< < r s iid the film is about the 
J lift of I’aint Ua Bordt s and tha* permission 
1 was tiktn from htr for the picture He 
L said 1 would have to expose for this role 
But this (exposure) would be limited So 1 
said oki) 

Q Dont lou uant to know more about 
Paniilh liordis befon doing this tole’ 

A I keep asking But they art not telling 
nit 'hi stoiv It IS my duty to do the lole 
But if I get anv thing about her I will read 
it • 

Q Do YOU think \ou are ready foi the 
amount of ( vposurt four fn^t him rvit 
aitails^ 

A The txposute is only upto a tertam 
extent What shi (Pameila) wis after the 
Miss Indii 'itle and what people say 
about her 1 hete must be some exposure 
1 sm eonfideiit that I wont be asked 
tieyond what I was told 
Q Hut what made you take this rolt in the 
hist pine’ 

A: I had nothing against the role in 
principle After all what we are doing is 
acting, It’s not the real thing A role is a 
role and nothing more 



' * * * 





1ft 







nyr flVIlD niin XTOaUT^pal was 23 when she went 
Uw AOJSi D%3v X ito the kitchen of her Juhu bunga- 


X 1 to the kitchen of her Juhu bunga¬ 
low last year, struck a match, and be¬ 
came the victim of a leaking gas 



cylinder. 

She was rushed to Bombay's Nana- 
vati ho^tal with 70 per cent bums and 
died two days later—before she could 
even begin her film career in her 
&st rtde as Pameila Bordes. 

^ and her modier bad returned 
firom the US where her father has set¬ 
tled, and were staymg at theu- Juhu 
bungalow so that she could begin a 
career. 

After her tragic death, notbmg much 
has been heard of the film PameUa the 
B^uty Queen, which was to be pro 
duced by Iqbal Sm^ and scripted by 
BR Ishara. Kabir Bedi was among 
those slotted for the hero’s role But 

f Pamella proved to be an unlucky sub¬ 
ject And the film industry does not 
„ seem to have dared to use a surefire 
§ hit subject like PameUa bU the “Indo 
* American" venture came along 


^ Q It/jaf are \ou thinkin/{ of heioming'' 
ff Whit /s \i>w jnibition 
? A A Lig stir 

f Q //lit vou laft lor an\ olbei rolt',’ 
A No 1 (I'l not likt to stniggle Lvtn for 
modelling I didti t go to dn\ agency 1 
got work tlirough one photographer he 
intioduied iti • nid I got assignments I 
have been in ads foi Kasna Kansma 
Sarets RajkdTial Sarets etc lettntly I 
have done fashion shows also I have been 
modeUing for one year 1 never tried for 
this It 18 my good luck that without 
struggling I got the chance My sisters 
always tcdd me, *¥00 are the Iiadcy one 
Whatever you want, you get ’ 

Q: How long have you been mteie^ted in 
hlnib^ 

A‘ Since childhood I have been interested 
in films 1 used to like the old heroines 
Nargis, Meena Kuman Waheeda Reh 
man, Nutan, and among the recent stars 
Rckha Hema Zeenat I feel these are the 
people you can learn from 
Q Him h IS I oil/ limib I ikin to \oiii iii ii 
Ktini' (inti ind \ mi Inst iol< is 
I' iimlh Hotdt S'' Will It dkit loin lik in 
iin u 71 

A I don t want iin I iinih lo lici iin 
tioubli bee lu-^e 1 am utmg 01 lim t iki n 
tliisiok I know Iwilibni toiiio\c out o| 
till house when the piiluu isiik isi d vi 
tint thi\ can Inc in p< u< Rtlitncs will 
not like it And in mil irtsi tin u u< 
niaawalits (lowdies) who piss lonimi nts 
even if vou walk down the 10 id in 1 skiit 
So think of a film-' 

Q. >ou dont know muib iboiit I’inulh 

She was a ht of things to a iot of people 


Htnisi o> Commons iisemhii 0110 ol 
I oiidon s highest pud < ill giils jt tstttn 
diisk\ stnsuil \i\hioiis S/it M lilted to 
he mb indlinious Sin imntdamong tin 
Hritisb •\mtm III If tsi t Vou \ihildo\oii 
ln\t to sn ■' 

A; She got to where she is because of 
what she did I have seen Miss Indias- 
niodilling I ishion shows notliing iiimi 
She w inic d moiii \ so sh< did ill this 
Hut It IS not till light w i\ I im told slu is 
beautiful 1 dont kii iw M\ mother snd 
she looked ht lutiliil wtuii sill t mit on 
television but I w is out shooting 
Q )ou (Ion I look it ill lik( I’‘lilt III Whit 
nude till III (boost lo/;-' 

A lust the figiiit ind lh( 111 ighi 
Q Alt Ilk \ diiktiiiiiL, loin skin md dom^, 
sonitlhi L, ibont ion h nr t> m iki ion 
look moil like I’ ink III 
A I nil using iwigfot the toll I hi v lie 
not nuking ni\ slink kdiikei \Vt hive 
eoinpletid llii Midi i shooting si he diik 
(olit 'iioiilh) he I I imilv lile < t< I he 
b( giniiiTU. w I good I w IS not veiv liippv 
with till III ike up 

Q Ilk kind 1 1 I \pi suit tbit is miuiied 
lot Ibis him umid me in similii oik is m 
fiilnti ft h Is li ipp( Ik d to otik IS Do I on 
think It ii IS I g toil < mil ditisiim-' 

A It hi[)piiH(' to Mindikim \lt( 1 the 
Inst likn she got sinnl 1 1 ik s csposuit 
I’t opk i in offcl me inks with exj) isiiit 
but I don’t have to accept Exposure for 
the PameUa Bordes role is necessary But 
if the story does not need it, why should I 
expose myselP I wiU not accept such 
offers 

Q Do urn lint w\ othir oilers'' 

A Iheii ire one or two But 1 will wan till 
luiK when this film I nglish ind Hindi is 
released 

Q Are lou ih in ol Ilk nioii lo m ki i 
sirnilu him on I'ink III Ihidt s list k ii 
Ilk gill who H 7s to pi n tlu loir dkd in in 
ktidt nt'' 

A: Yes, I know Someone warned me 
‘PameUa’ is jinxed But I'm not scared of aU 
this 

Q Punt III won Ilk Miss Indu (oiliest 
Did vou ( u r In '01 11 
A \es I got to tlu second stage no 
further Hurt is r lot of jiolitics in the 
se lei fion 

Q //rsrs \oiii Inst him Hiii lou tiled 
helot ( ' In sibooP 

A 1 did 1 foul month imirsi heit in ii ting 
III 1984 When I w is in siIkkiI I did not 
ae t III SI hool the \ use d to tc 11 me v ou e an 
never let Now 1 will show them how 1 c in 
act 

Q Were theu mini le likts during tlu 
fust shooting se/iee/u/e'’ 

A Hardiv anv ic takes 

Q‘ Does this mem too /raw idipted to 

thi laniera welP 

A: \()u can sav tint ■ 





• Aflieepatll: Metro (Chownng- 
hee Road; 280141)—4 shows. 

Directed by Mukul S. Anand, 
the film stars Amitabh Bachchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi, Neelam, D^y, Goga 
Kapoor, Archana Puran Singh. 
Akricnath, Rohini Hattangady, Asha 
Sachdev and Tinnu Anand. The 
music is by Laxmikant PyarelaL 

• Amiri Garibi: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442) Gem 
(Acharya Jagacfish Chandra Bose 
Road; 249828), Grace (Mahatma 
Gani^i Road; 391090), Khanna 
(A<diarya Praiiilla Chan^ Road; 
552932), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 41041^. 

A film by Harmesh Malhotra, 
starring Jeetendra, Rekha, Rishi 
Kapoor, Rai Babbar, Poonam Dhil- 
Ion and Neelam. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Bahunml; Roxy (Chowringhee 
Place; 284138), Sree (Bidhan Sara- 
ni; 551515)—4 shows. 

Directed by Manik Chatteiiee, 
the film stars Rekha along with 
Rakesh Roshan, Deven Verma, 
Anina Irani and Urpal Dutt. The 
music is by R.D. Burman. 
Madonna (left) and others in a 


Madhuri Dixit and Anil Kapoor in Kiahea Kaubaiya 


• Iizatdaar: Hind (Ganesh Chan¬ 
dra Avenue; 274259), Krishna 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), Kali- 
ka (Sadananda Ro^; 478141)—4 
shows. 

Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
music by Lannikant Pyarelal, the 
cast includes Dilip Kumar, (kivin- 
da, Madhuri Dixit and Anupam 
Kher. 

• Jeene Do: Jyob (Lenm Sarani; 
241132)—4 shows; Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552200)—noon. 

Sunjay Dutt, Jackie Shroff, 
Farha. Shakb Kapoor, Kulbhushan 
scene from Who’s That GM 


Kharbanda, Anupam Kher and 
Amrish Puri compose the mam 
cast The film is directed by Rajesh 
Sethi and the music is by R.D. 
Burman. 

• Kishen Kanhalya: Orient 
(Bentmck Street; 281917), Basus- 
ree (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
484808), Bma (Bidhan Sarani; 
311522), Pumasree (Raia R^) Kis- 
sen Street; 554033)—^ shows; 
Madhuban (Regent Park)—3 
shows. 

A film by Rakesh Roshan, star¬ 
ring Anil Kapoor, Madhuri Dodt, 



Shilpa Shirodkar, Kader Khan and 
Am^h Puri The musk is by Ra¬ 
jesh Roshan. 

• Kroadh: Opera (Lemn Sarani; 
281849), M^estic (Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai Road; 242266), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551133), Pnya 
(Rashbehan Avenue; 464440), 
Puma (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
474567)—4 shows; Chhaya 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Road: 
351382), Jaya (Lake Town; 
573936)—3 shows. 

Directed by Shashilal Nair and 
with musk by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
the film stars Supjay Dutt Sunny 
DeoL Amnta Sin^, Son^ and 
Anupam Kher. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S.N. 
Baneijee Road; 241383)—10.45, 
2.15, 5.30, 9; Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhaduri Street 552270), 
Indira (Indra Roy Road; 471757), 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street; 
254956), Jagat (Acharya PrafuUa 
Chandra Road; 3^108)—4 shows. 

Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair m 
this film, directed by Soorty R. 
Baijatiya. The music is by Raam 
Laxman. 


Bentuli I'ilrns 


• Aaiingan: Uttara (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni; 552200), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road; 478666>-3 shows. 

Directed by Tapan Saha and 
with musk by M^ranjan, the 
cast includes Praseiyit, Satabd 
Roy, Soumitra Baneijee, Sumitra 
Mukheijee, DUip Roy, Subhendu 
Chatterjee, Biplah Chatteijee and 
Shakuntala Barua. 

• Bimbodhan: Rupbani (Bidhan 
San^ 553413), Anuia (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bhaiati 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 474686)— 
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Spt V l.l' I \ rills 


1 April: C pm 

Tte conduding evening oi Utkal 
Dim, orgBiiMd by Utkal Stukaha 
Sanaad in colabantian with the 
govenunent of Onaaa’a depart- 
nmit of cukure, features Mayur- 
bbaq Chfaau by Uttar Shahi 
ky, Baripada. 

At Ratandn Sedan (Cathedral 
Road: 289978). 

1 April: A pm 

Tm oonchiding evenaig of Ana- 
ndta'a Satyotuva 1990 features 
PnUyaaba, a play by Charbak, 
wiktm and chrected by Chandra 
Oastidarandjochhan Dastidar, re- 

qifdivcly. 

At Cyan Manch (U PrctMia 
Street). 

4 April OBWvda 

A week-long exhibibon of Sudip 
Banojee's pamtmgs m the West 
Gallery. 

C April Miwanls 

A week-kwg exhibition of pa»t- 
ings by Ra|ib ^ Roy, Aloke Chak- 
laborty and Utpal (jhosh m the 
North Gallery. 

a BiiSuui Deb’s week-long exhibi¬ 
tion of paintuigs m the New South 
GaBety. 

7 April onwards 

A week-long eidubition of paint- 
aiga by Dgita Das Gupta m the 
SMth Gall«^. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

4 and 7 April: 8 JO pm 
Surdas Sangeet Sammelan’s 
fjiMueai rousK and dance confer¬ 
ence features sitar reatais by In- 
AaaU Bhattacharya and Rai. 
vocal recitals by (jtrish WauKvar 
and Kumar Mukheqee. dances by 
Deana Ckamti, Suchandra Mkrs 
and Jayanti Mukheijee, and bha- 
jana by Sova Kabta, Ruma Sanyal 
andSi^Sinha. 

At Rabinda Sedan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

7 AiMlh6>Bm 

Kathahal Art Centre and Max 
Mueller Bhavan present various 
erisbdes from lUtkakali tales, 
amehUn VuUum, numuaa 


, Mokabm, Duryodhana Vadham 
and Dakaha Yagam, by disaples of 
I (jWu Govndan Kutty. 
i At Max Mueller Bhavan (6 Pra- 
matheah Bania Swam). 

‘ 7 April: 4 JO pm 
I Ensemble presents the play, 
UttaradhAar. 

At Gkiah Mancha (Bagbaiar). 

TRAVEL 


I’l.irns 


NOTI: All nrrfvnl and dn- 
paitww tIniM ai« for Cal¬ 
cutta. noutoa In braokata 
I donota m days, 1 baing 
Monday. 


lllU'l ll.llidlllll 


I Calcuttn-Bombsy-Loadon- 
New York: Oep. (2); Al-lOi at 
0250; Oep. (6): Ai-309/Al-101 at 
0215. 

Calcattn-Dclhi-Rome- 
I Frankfurt: Dep (7); AI-I651/ 
AI-165 at 0500. 

Caioutta-Oeihl-Paris-Loadon: 

Dep (7): Al-165l/AH35at0500. 

I BombayCalcutta-Baagkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5) AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep (5)- A1-3U6 at 2020. 

I Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Boffluay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6) Al-309 at 2015. 
New Yark-Loadon-Dcllil- 
CalcutU: Arr. (7) AM12/Ai- 
1122 at 0330. 

Fraakfurt-Romc-Delhi- 
Cafeutta: Arr. (7) A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Dcihi-Calcutta: Arr 
(1): AI.132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta; Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Cakutta-Oubal-Moscow; Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Ammaa-Calcutta-Ammaa: 
Arr. (1. 4): R)-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4); RI-181 at 0830: 
Cakutta-Slagaporc: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7); 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arc. (2); SQ-416 
at 1020; Air. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
Cakutta-Baaikok: Air. (2, 4, 
7): K;.232 at 14M. Arr. <1. 3, 6): 



TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1060, Dep. (1, 3. 6): 
TCJ14 at 1355. 
Oelhl-Calcatta-Ohaka: Arr. 
(6): IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
IC-B43 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Caleutta-Oaliil: Arr. 
(6): IC-844 at 1115; Dq>. (6): 
lC-844 at 1215. 

Cakutta-Katluaaada: Dep. (2, 

4. 6, V); lC-247 at 1600. Dep. (1. 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Arr. (2, 4, 6. 
7); lC-248 at 1915, Arr. (1. 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 

Cricatta-lNiaka: Dqi. (1. 2. 4, 

5, 7y. IC-223 at 1340, Dep. (2. 4. 

6) ; BG4)92 at 1130, Dep (1,3.7): 
BG4)94 at 1800, Dep (5): B&094 
at 2100; Air. (1,2,4,5,7): iC-224 
at 1540, An. (2. 4, 6): BG4)91 at 
1015, Arr. (1, 3, 7): BCMI63 at 
1645, Air. (6): BG-095 at 1945. 
Cskatta-ChlttagOBR: Dep (3, 
6); IC-22S pt 1330, Dep. (2, 5): 
BG.498 at 1315; Air. (3. 6): IC- 
226 at 1550, Arr. (2,5): BG-607at 

123a 

Cakutts-Puro: Dep (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 143a Arr. (2, 5); KB-105 at 
1330. 


|)(UTUStK 


4Mmm« mmmmmmm 

Calcutts-Bambsy: Dep. (2); Al¬ 
lot at 0250; Dep (6): Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bofflbay-Cateuna: Air. (5); AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Caicutta-DelU: Dep (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500 

OelU-Calcutts: Arr (1). Al- 
1320at 1340.. Ait (7)- Al-1122 at 
0330. 

ImdlaM rifrfliMi ijiffitrir 

Calcuttu-Dellii: Dep (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700 and 10-402 at 17ia 
Air. (dady)' IC-264 at 2225 and 
iC-401 at 1205 

Caicutta-Bombay: Dep (dady): 
IC-273at 1920. Dep. (1. 2, 3. 5. 6, 

7): IC-176 at 0845; Arr. (duly): 
IC-274 at 1830. Arr. (1, 2. a 5. a 
7): IC-175 at 0755. 
Cakwtta-Madras: Dep. (3. 5. 
7): IC-265 at 0900 Air. (3. 5. 7)- 
IC-266 at 08%. 

Cakutta-Baagalore: Dep. (2, 
4.6. 7): lC-271 at 1400; Air. (2.4. 

6. 7): IC-272 at 1915. 
Cakana-Vixag-Madras: Dep 
(1. 2, 4. 6); IC-542 at 0730 Air. 
(1. 2. 4. 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
Cakutta-Gawahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-229 at 1320 Air. (daily): 
lC-230 at 1610 


Cakatta-DIbnigarh: Dap (1, 
2,3,4,5,6):IC-201alli3Q;Air. 
(1, 3, 5. 6): lC-302 at 1245, Air. 
(2, 4y. IC-202 at 1500 
Caleatta-Taapar-Jarhat- 
Gawahad-Cakatta: Dep a Sh 
7): }C-213 at 1(00 Air. <31 k 7); 
IC-213 at 1540. 

Cakatta-Gawabati-Plmafar 
Dep (1, 3, 5, 6): ^-219^1110; 
Air. (1. % 5. 6):IC-220atlS5O 
Cakatta-Bafdoin: Dep (dd- 
ly): lC-221 at 1100 Air. (ddb): 
IC-222 U 1320 f 
Cakana-Agaitm: Dep (dki- 
ly): IC-241 at 0700, Dep (3, S. 0 
7): IC-243 at 0600 Air. (ddbk 
iC-242 at 0A)0, Air. (3. 5, 6, 7): 
IC-244 at 1020 

Cakatta-Sikbar-baybal: Dep 
(daily): IC-2S5 m 0600 Air. <da- 
fe): IC-2S6 at 1030 
Calcatta-Bbabaaasbwar- 
Nafpar-Hydarabad: Dep (3, 
5, 6): IC-269 at 1720 Air. (3. 5, 

6) : lC-270 at 2040. 
Cakatta-Hydarabad: Oep (1, 
2, 7): lC-277 at 1745; Air. (1, 2. 

7) ; IC-278 at 2210 
Cakatta-Port Blaln Dm (2, 
4): 1^285 at 0545; Air. O, 4): 
iC-28e at 1015. 

Cakulta-Poit BialrCar Nka- 

taSR Dep (1): IC-287 at 0645; 
Air. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Caleutta-Ranebi-Pataa- 
Luekaow-DelU: Dep (1, 3, 4, 
5,6, 7): IC-410at 0630 Air. (1.3,' 
4. 5. 6, 7); IC-409 at 1420 


Cakutta-Skilkag-Gawabatl- 
SIkhar: Dep. ((%); PP-7D1 at 
0940 Air. (drily): PF-702at 1660 
Cakana-Cooek Bahar: Dep 
(2. 4, 0 7): PP-707 at 0610 Air. 
(2.4, 6,7);i>F-70Bat0910 
Calentta-Gawabati-Jarbat- 
Ukbari-Dlbragarh: Dm (1. 
3, 6, 7): PF-709/73S at 0610 Air. 
(1, 3, 5, 7): PF-71(y736 at 1725. 
Caleatta-lmpbal-OlaMpar: 
Dep (2. 4. 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-728at 1745. 
Cakatta-Agartala-lCamaipar- 
Kallashar-Afartak-Cakatta: 
Dep. (2, 4. 6): IT-729 at 0550 
Air. (2.4. 6):PF-730atl040. 

, Caloatta-daaaahadpar: Dep. 
(1, 3, sy PF-717 at 0600 Arr. (1, 
3,S);PF-218atOaOO. 
Cakatta-AMrtak: Dep (1. 31 
5, n. PF-TaAatOSSO Air. (1,3, 
O'7)PF-730Aat0B3O 
Calodta-Alaawl-Sikfean Oep 
4d|riyk IT-7Q6 at 1120 Aff. (dd- 
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MPP-TWatieiS 
Caleatta-Roorkela-Kaaekl: 
Dapi a 3; 9: PP-71S at 0600; 
Air. (t Sk 6); PP-716 at 1025. 
Caicatta-Gnwaluiti'Lilabarl- 


Ziro-Dapviio: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 M 0930; Air. (2, 4, 6); 
PF-722at 1805. 

C«lcatta*Guwahatl* 

Dlbmgarh-Paaalghat-AloBg; 












ntH-EYCOI Miidy oowipwni •( Ma aquMiiiiii earafuly to 

^wwM winivi mo mn moh vnoupn ■■w m moMk wiMinf 


• BUS WORDI Quickly, untcwnbl* Mtora TSLO to 
raval a word (Ssplayad on tha daatinatton sign of a 
vagabond tour bua. No Wr paaklng 

1S01 PMMMU 


HOCUSFOCUS 


\y 






a SMT nVBI n*ao tiw 
iMimanl flat hi tito agilba 
alrola of ilw diat rui 
law. Now, tM Vyou wi III 


awnbara 14 ao Utot Ilia 


MMJ AT Into, V YOU CAN 
How auleMy can you aoNa Ma' 
brain loatar whooa ona-word 
w owa r ihouM giva you laaaon to 
■mio? 

My Iboi laMar la IS tonaa my 


My aaaond'a 1/B my aavaaMi: 17 

PSm wMn Wiy Wonwl* 

My tolt#a oqual to Itoaa d maa 
my ioarto, wMaii la ana laaa toaa 
my NRh. 

My Wlb la tour laaa than my Ural. 
OMda my aiato by law to obtain 


Quaa: A oorraapondi to 1, B to 2, 
ale. My flrat laOar to L 

■wilkaiManatiu 


FUNSPOT 




ALL ABOARDI It'a moving dmo In mom w 
lollowino eolora naally; 1 Wa d . 2—U. k 
brown. B—naab tonaa. •—Lt graan. 7—Oh. 


I Vian ana. Add tha 
I. 9-Yoltow. 4-U. 
wn. a—Oh.graan. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCOBS 10 point* (or using all to* 
lattar* in toa word balow to form 
two complato word* 

SHORTAGE 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thors wa al iaaal tto dMar. 
anoao in drawing datoito balwasn top and boHom panato. How 
quiddy can you And toam? Chaek anawsra wWi ihoos balow. 

■uawHpadas a wgaMaamiog naSun a aBoomiaeo 
r-iiaoM* a mmio a aunavi a auou^ i mamM a uRs i .Meu*i*Mo 


THEN *cor* 2 pointt oadi lor all 
word* ol tour loHor* or mora 
found among to* latMr*. 

Try to *csr* al Iaaal ft poM*. 

J|i|6 ^Omi IUHMBWS 9|Q|MMy 













































/M Mvch 21—April 20 

• * You wM havo at ttia 

_ vigour and MUaltva to 

mova ahaad For most of you, 
Ifila wW ba a padod of wiah- 
taWImonl. This la alao tha right 
fma to launah naw varturaa fnd 
pwtao to . HoiMvar, toa haailh of 
aldaia ramalna auapaei. Ttaval ia 
on lha cards Businassasaoci- 
aiss,flnanoisra,par1nsrsandsu- 
pariora may ba In a mood to Mrs 
you. It la bast not to maka 



mayhavatopaya 
fina as a rsauR of caratassnsss. 

Hrii] AURU8 

I April 21-May 20 
* n la lima to go on a 

- piaaaura trip. Ex- 

p a n aaa mount and you nu^ ba 
ovartakan by a tooling of rsa- 
Mas s na as or lo n all n aaa Troubto 
from superiors at your plaoa of 
work is Hkaly. Mixiay and propar- 
to mabars will ka^ you busy. 
Tha homa front may causa soma 
aradaty, but things wlH got aoitod 
out 

^ EMINI 

■ M«y 21->luiw 20 

* Do not worry about 

_ lha romatks mada by 

your opponant s . Simply forgo 
ahaad. You wW gal soma good 
nawa towards tha-waakond 
funds and loans wW bo avall- 
abto. Oadda on your coursa of 
action but at tha aama Uma kaop 
ai your optlono opan. Travel, If 
naosasaty. Oo not noglaci your 


^ ANCER 

. Jim 21-Juty 20 
^ Do not looa heart if 

- your prograas la lam- 

porarly Impadad. Your tanadly 
and knaginMon will saa you 
through. Expanaaa mount but 
lhay wW ba for a good cauaa. 
H eal th may cause soma ptob- 
lama, so It la boat to go lor 
regular chackupa. Romanoa for 
Via aNglbto and fancyiroa. Do not 
kaap any corraspondancf 
pandkig. The home front ro> 
maina happy and paaooful 



Work and Iravsl are 
. tha main totouroa of 

the weak. Put hi that extra Vniat 
to your acttoMaa. Tha next tow 
daito at* ktoal tor Joumayt, oars> 
monloa. ittoa. Mm. buvina and 

s V S^^^^wp a^wav^s^sa w^s^wa 

wwiQ. moufraMit iiuoinvi 


ably waM.iiwMMarfsd may ba 
graaiad wtVi Inoramants or 
jpionua. VotahstoViiamalnsllna. 


~lr) moo 

W Augua 22—8pp( 22 

" Do not ba over- 

-'sansitiva to what 

olhars havo to aay about you 
Taka extra cars of a nagging 
health problam FinanoM will ba 
easily avaliabla to start a now 
vontura It is tima to reach out to 
poopto and placas Complaia aH 
pending work. Expect friends 
and relativaa to d^ in. Tha 
homa front wM ba plaaaing. 


-n IBRA 

Sapl 23-Ocl 22 
w Expect soma tough 

_ Urns ahaad Howav- 

ar, stormy ratollonahlps and mis- 
undarat a ndlngswiba smoothed 
out You may ba involved in 
soma legal problam You need 
tact and paMonoa to wriggia out 
of It CroaMvIly will now roach a 
favarlsh pitoh Your apdalm wW 
•spread staadUy Travel la not 
ndadout Expect vtoHors to drop 




A BIRTHDAYS ' ' ' ^ ^ 

' • ^ ‘ "r''' P''' ^ 

te--,, , V. ^ 

f ^ ^ Jf' r. <*14 


< ... -v AA A ■ 

■ '■■■ . V'»- ’ • /k 




In. Oavoto aoma Vma to Via 

illwrs Or nOfflt VW 

-[CORPIO 

on 2»-Nsv2t 

Loana and tonda wB 

- ‘ ba a ualtoto fiads 

and dooumanto wM ba tognad 

and you an Mialy to airika bta 
daala A change In the nature rd 
your work is Htsly. Romanpa 
promlsM an axiramoly arVoy* 
abia weak. Hoaravar, haailh pro 
cautions are advlaabto. Oo not 
over-strain youraalf You may 
have to un dertake a loumay. 

AQITTARiUS 

Nov23-OscaO 

GM off to an early 

- start DaapMa oppoaf- 

Hon to your plans, ohanoM are 
that you will maka It big. FMy on 
your intuition In all I mportant 
mattars and dseWorHnaUng. 
Reach out to paopla and piacaa. 
Oo not nogioct your haaHh and 
that of your family. ChNdran wMI 
bo’s souroa of In- ChanoM of 
travel are Hksly. 

rg^ APRICORN 

■ On 21—Jtn IS 

Oo not mix work viillh 

- pleasure. Businaas 

mattars should ba given top 
priority Property mattars. 
buying, aalhng, kwaa Hn g, ds- 
ooratlona, renovations, attara- 
tions and refurbishing of your 
offrea and homa are Vw ssasrit 
foaluras of the weak. A Job hop 
or transfer la probabla. Your 
health remains porfact. 

QUARIU8 

/A JWI 20-fW IS 
* * The weak highlighls 

- property, buying, aall- 

lng< contacts, contracts and 
oroaHve ao t Iv tt t M . Your hobbtoa 
occuw a malor part of your Nma. 
An odiolal angagamant or mar- 
riaga tor Vw asglbla Is on tha 
cards. You may davekip a long- 
lasting relallonahip wHh a mam- 
bar of tha eppooNa an. Taka tha 
advioa of a ktors in a ll oruoial 
mattars and dadaiono. 

I8CE8 

rm is-Mweiao 

Ypu may tool soma- 

- vrtwi unasMad Ms 

weak. Oo not wony. H wM onto 
ba a paoaing phase. Money wH 
pour in and you ate Mnw to 
Im daaL TNa la 


in and you 

• lUQPMM 


MO wim vno lo onwniwi mo 

-1—M * «-ri M^iUMa 

0 OCRMM< m¥QtQ 9 MV 1 B wvVWW 


storNttnga. Ttoael. only V work 
domanda ao. Watoh your haMIh. 

A n aa hj Vdval In Vw family la 







































































































































TIM pmnmt ta tpuat*$ tppttna m •amtn «T Tht rrl»trtpli'$ Stlunu/ SptdMl 


t v ^ 




A FIERCE BATTtE BETWEEM SOOD AMp 1,* / 
EVIL ERUPTS IN EVIL LVN'S FOREST 
MlPEAVUAV... 







J U. -lAl^E MV SMtoRP 
BACK IF YOU 
POhJ'T 
MlNP/' 



1 


EVIL LVN'S SAME MAS BEEN 
SfOlUEP AMP TME EIERWIAW T1*tES 
MAS TTE M/MOLE 
STDRy- TME REAL 
tJTDRK 







V 




./ xou'ee OUT of tub ^ 

^ VANISHING CREAM BUSI¬ 
NESS. EVIL LVN VCU tMONT 
BE STEAUNS ANY MORE 
JEWELRV... OR 5TWOPCO. y 


OR HOUSE PETS' . 
PIP I MISS 
B/&RyTHlNG 

^-SORE 



>IP,CAT 


SARINP/'S 
THINRlNG JUST ' 
SAVED U5 ALL 
nacM SKTELETOf? ' 





VuMo lOJCM/5 ? SARIN py 
TCAPFED HIM BETWEEN 
TWO AAASIC SPELLS--THE 
JMASICAL Fm3BACK COULD 
■ HAVE LANDED HIM 
^ _ AWywHERE ' 




I somewhere in THE BADLANDS OF THE 
1 ETERNIAM OUTBACK. ^- 

t —7— xou've sot iteas/ 

/ EAT LEAVES AND HOP 
(V t/ AROUND--WHILE I SPEND 
UFE LOSING BATTLE 
A AFTER BATTLE TO HE-MAN .' 














deeds. Come on; what’s a little Meham between a baap and his dbhora? Or 














HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) it also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India s Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 
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"At Indo-Asahi we are forging ahead on 
the bedrock of excellence and quality. 
And we look forward with confidence to 
our future as leaders in the Flat Glass 
Industry of tomorrow" - Mr. k. Shimizu 

Managing Director 


Breaking records 
^ in Glass 




indo-Asabi earns 
acclaim brom Capexit 
for its outstanding 
performance in Flat 
[Glass exports for the 
i year 1988^89 


Yes, ure have done it t 

In recognition of its outstanding export 
promotion efforts, Indo-Asahi was 
ziwarded Capexil's Special Export 
Performance Trophy for the year 
1988-89. An achievement made possible 
by the strength of Its association with 
Asahi-QIass of Japan. And contributing to 
foreign exchange earnings of US $2.5 
million ^or the country md 

Indo-Asahi Glass manufactures H 

low-ffagili^ figured glass in a range of H 

exclusive Japanese designs. Using the 

renowned "Dual Process" to ensure 

quality that conforms to 

the highest international 

standards. Winning 

accolades from 

customers all over the 

world, no wonder, ^ 

Indo-Asahi is setting the^^^^K H 

pace in Plat Glass j| 

exports.... is now 

ready for further 

achievement. 


Shn RN Roy Chairman Indo Asahi racanros Capaxils Spacial 
Export P6riormance Award lor 7960-^9 from &irl Dinesh 
Goswami Union Minister ol Steel and Mines 


The liiflo-Aeehi QIaps Co. Ud 

Ftogd, Office; 3 HungerfordStr^, 0A(6titHi 790 0t7 
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Concern for 
Children 

Your concon for duldreo is 
commendable (The Rat 
Race Begins'. March 4). 
Time and again, the Colour 
Magasine has taken up 
tlWSr case. 

Prof. Anaiid Bahadur, 

Burdwan (W.B.) 
a The article brings out 
very truthfully, although 
paii^y, the t^s and tri¬ 
bulations suffered by pa¬ 
rents, the stress and strain 
undergone by the children 
and the corrupt practices 
indulged in by some un- 
scnipulous touts and un¬ 
principled teaching shops at 
the time of admission. 

While the parents get 
vicarious satisfaction in 
getting their children admit¬ 
ted to ‘reputed’ schools and 
the touts and academies 
appropriate their pound of 
flesh, the children pass 
through a wringer, as it 
were, and, whether 
selected or not, suffer un¬ 
deserved harm to their 
psyche. The parents' mis¬ 
placed craze for so-called 
good schools pushes the 
chfldren into a world of un¬ 
relenting competition with 
its tears and tension, heart¬ 
breaks and resultant com¬ 
plexes before their time, 
doing more harm than 
good. 

Some time back, R.K. 
Laxman, in his maiden 
speech in Pariiament, made 
a highly reasoned and im¬ 
passioned plea against 
over-burdening the chil¬ 
dren mentally and physk^- 
ty befwe and after admis¬ 
sion. 

The powers-that-be 
were so .preoccupied with 
thek own games that the 
speech hardly created a 
ripple. So much for our 
omcem for the children. 

It is ^ bounden duty of 
the govonment of the d^y 
to open more good schocA, 
even EnglisK medium if the 
people so |»efier, and/Slso 
to encourage primte-torga- 
niaations to h^ SI the 09 


and to devise courses 
which leave the cluldren 
anqile time to play, to cre¬ 
ate, to learn from their en¬ 
vironment, thus to develop 
their latent faculties instead 
of turning them into pale, 
haggard-looking book¬ 
worms. 

ILS. Shamu, 

Principal, D.A.V. Public 
SdiooC (Calcutta 

Baby Dolls and 
Body Dolls 

It was splendid to see Par- 
vati Khan on the cover 
(February 4). It has been 
said in the story that she 
has a goocfbody thou 0 i not 
enough body in her voice. 
But I disag^. 

No doubt she has a mce 
figure and a lovely face, but 
her voice quality is not 
inferior to Preeb Sagar or 
Usha Uthup’s. Her per¬ 
formance m Pop Time was 
creditable. 

1 was disappointed 
though to find that there 


country has just <Mie no- 
nonsense pap sin^r who 
has a true voice and 
genuine good looks and 
that is Sharon Prabhakar. 

AD other so-called baby 
doUs and body doUs are 
mere pretenders, bereft of 
creativity and performing 
abibty. Many df them are 
not even g^ looking by 
any standard. 

Arindam Dev, 

Kalyani (W.B.) 

■ After PameUa Bcmies, 
you have now provided 
another vulgar photograph 
on the cover, that of Parva- 
ti Khan. I was disappointed 
by her TV programmes 
where she sang dirty, third 
class stmgs in a most stupid 
way. It also proves that the 
Colour Magazme is only 
mterested in cheap gla¬ 
mour. 

Vijay Kumar Lunia, 

Calcutta 

■ I fail to understand what 
Parvati Khan means by 
saymg that she sings with 
the aim that her songs 


f m I u rsro 



Sharoo PraUmkar: True aad geaolM 


was not a single photo¬ 
graph of Sharon PrabluJcar, 
India’s no. 1 pop singer. 

Aahok Bhoinnick, 

Calcutta 

a ^ a basicaOy shallow 
programme like Pop Time, 
anyone can infer that this 


reach even a place like 
Bihar. Her statement is not 
^y unfiur, it is absurd. 
She should refrain from 
making such statements or 
she win even lose the few 
fans she has. 

Sanjay Dayal, Ranchi 



Gosto Kumar’s Gaaeab 
Jatuud 


16 


■ Ganesh has 

become the most sought-after 
god m the art world. An 
analysis of this phenomenon. 


TT Indian cricket’s most 
eligible bachelor, RaviShastn, 
tied the knot last fortnight in 
Bombay. 


14 


■ ■ There are only 214 

whixipmg cranes left in the 
world. All possible methods 
are bemg used to save them. 


SECTIONS _ 

12 Quiz 

13 Focus 
20 7 Days 

23 Junior Whirl 

24 Inner Eye 

25 (kimics 

30 Candid Camera 

Cov«r. Sculpture by an Alls Acts 
membar. photo by Kushal Ray 





I t all began two years ago 
when Ravi .Shastn, the 
most eligible bachelor 
sportsman in the country, was 
introduced to petite Delhite 
Ritu Singh Ahluwalia by none 
other than the master bats¬ 
man, SunS Gavaskar, at New 
Delhi’s Palace TTie intro¬ 
duction, which at first seemed 
pretty routine to Shastn's 
Mends, later developed into an 
afiair of the heart But even his 
closest of buddies were kept m 
the dark for a very long tune. 
Thus, news of his engagement 
about two months ago came as 
a surpnse to many. 

The wedding was a family 
affau- Shastn left his Work 
residence ni the silver Audi 
2000 (MFA 1) he had received 
as ‘Champion of Champions’ at 




Hooked, 
At Last 



Wedding ceremony 




































out We hope he doeM’t to 
the Hme mifa Ua tomt) 

The next day (Nfarch 19), at 
a glittering reception at the 
Royal Weatem India Turf 
Club,' film peraonalitiea, 
crid(et«a, induatriainta and 
poittklana turned up for a 
veritable parade' of the who’a 
aim of Bwnbay. 

Marriage either makea or 
breaka people. It took two 
yeara of courting for Ravi 
Shaatri to decide that he had at 
laat found lua matdi and that 
marriage would do lum a world 
of go^ This view was re¬ 
portedly shared by nme other 
than the BCCI selection com¬ 
mittee chairman, Raj Singh 
Dungarpur, who accompanied 
the bant. Moreover, cricket 
fims in Bombay feel that Ibgi 
Shutri is no longer MFA 1 
(read maba Utu aadmi nuwber 
one), the number ptete on his 
Audi 20(X). Moreover, firon 
the time he announced his 
engagement, he has been play¬ 



The groom and bride leaving her home 


ing exceedingly well sur|»ising 
not only the national selectors 
but even his detractors. 

Shastri insuta it will only be 
Ritu and cricket for him from 
now onwards. We hope it will 


just be that for ever after 
marriage it will be difficult for 
him to shed his more often 
than not urjjustified image of a 
swinging Casanova. (Even at 
the reception the police had to 


wardrdf) 
tera. One . 
marked that \ 
better chase th^ 
and the Tenduikir 
Shaatri had been 
good.) 

One person vdw flew i 
from Australia juat to at 
Shastri's wedd^ was none 
other than his go^ther Swiil 
Gavaskar. For him perhaps 
the best thing to have h^ 
pened to Ravi was his wed¬ 
ding. And Gavaskar, the im¬ 
maculate gentleman that he is, 
showed his feelings by dancing 
in the bant 

Ritu who u an interior de¬ 
corator, is likely to pursue her 
career whereas Ravi is deter¬ 
mined to get back into the 
Indian team as early as posa¬ 
ble. The grapevine has it that 
Siastri is all set to play against 
England this summer. But tSl 
then it is honeymoon in Goa 
and a few weeks in England. 

Cajlnder Slagh 



I 

• Magazines: I offer 24 
issues of The Telegraph Col¬ 
our Majgaxme for 24 issues of 
The HMuatan Times (Febru¬ 
ary 13 to March 8, 1990). 
Write to Chandra Prakash, 6^ 
Ram Mohan Saha Lane, Cal¬ 
cutta 700006. 

• Cassette: I would like to 
exchange the cassette of Tra¬ 
cy Cha^nm for that of Batman 
(X Cocktail or any other Mega¬ 
sound cassette. Write to Apju 
Sood, Flat-F 2, Srabanti 
Apartments, 153/2 Jessore 
Road, Calcutta 700074. 

• LPs, cassettes and 
books: r offer LPs by Grand 
Funk, James Last, George 
McCrae, Shirley Bassey, 
Frank Pourcel, Ahce Cooper, 
Gordon Lightfoot, Gato Bar- 
bieri, Eric Clapton and Paco 
Oe Lucia, cassettes by 
Eurythmica, Santana, Pink 
Flo^ and Asha Bhosle, and 
books by Flaubert, Emily 
Davis, Maugham, Russeli, Elia 
Kuan, Eric An^r, Richard 
Yatis, Jean KeUar, Nabokov 
and Had Soyin for LPs, books, 
table-lamps and folding 
umbrellas. Contact Othello’. 
'Mssoomdaar, C/o Birendrs 

* i 


Nath Ghosh, vill. Sripur Char- 
aktala, P.O. Boral, 24 Parga- 
nas. West Bengal, 
e Study material: 1 would 
like to exchange the complete 
set of the study matenal for 
IIT-JEE entrance exams by 
Paradise (Aching Institute for 
a Walkman with headphones or 
anything of equivalent value. 
Write to Shashank Sekhar, 
Road-9, E-14/1, P.O. Chhoto- 
dighan (Newtown), Burdwan- 
713326. 

e Lawn tennis rackets and 
net: I would like to exchange 
three lawn tennis rackets and a 
net in almost new condition for 
an air gun or anything of cor¬ 
responding value. Write to 
Manish Garg, P-329, CIT 
Road, Scheme (VI) M, Kank- 
urgachi, Calcutta 700054. 
e Stamps and first day 
covers: I offer 250 foreign 
and an equal number of Indian 
stamps along with 30 first day 
covers for a Walkman or any¬ 
thing of corresponding value. 
Write to Vishal Almal, 4 Mar¬ 
ket first by lane, 5th floor, 
Howrah-711101, 
a Battery operated toys 
and video games: I wish to 


exchange a battery-operated 
aeroplane, a remote-controlled 
car and two video games for an 
Atlas Concorde bicycle or any¬ 
thing of corresponding value. 
Contact Debasish Ghosh 
Chaudhuri, 16/C A.T. Chatter- 
jee Road, Calcutta 700031. 

• Sari: I offer a brand new 
sari (li^t pink with chumki 
work and beads) worth Rs 
1,100 m exchange of a record 
player and a radio or anything 
of equivalent value. Contact S. 
Ganguly, 28/8 Library Road, 
Calcutta 700026. 

• Periodical and maga¬ 
zine: I would like to exchange 
25 copies of the Reader’s 
Digest and 50 issues of The 
Telegraph Colour Magazine 
for Indira Gandhi's My Truth 
or Amnta Pntam’s Revenue 
Stamp or Martina Navratilo¬ 
va’s Being Myself. Write to 
Chinmoy Bhattacharya, P-27 
Mohit Colony, Barisha Bose 
Para, Calcutta-8. 

• Letter clip: I offer an 
antique, hand-shaped brass 
letter clip (British make) for a 
good Japaiiese 35 mm camera 
or anything of equivalent 
value. Write to Akhter Siddi- 


qui, 4 Elliott Lane, Calcutta 
700016. 

• Foreign stamps: I offer 
about 300 attractive postage 
stamps of foreign countries for 
Indian stamps. Write to 
Umesh Kumar Hota, C/o Bis- 
wiyit Dutta, Anand Park, Kak- 
shit's More, Boral. 24 Parga- 
nas (N). Pm: 743505. 

• Cassettes: I offer 14 musk 
cassettes for a pocket radio/ 
watch or calculator. Write to 
Tapash Chakrabarty, 35 Kshu- 
diram Bose Road, P.O. Naba- 
gram (Konnagar), Hooi^y- 
712246. 

• Table-tennis bat: I offer 
an original Shield Chinese- 
made table-tennis bat for a pair 
of headphones or anything of 
corresponding value. Contact 
Santanu Banerjee, 1/2/2, Hai¬ 
dar Para Lane, Shibpur, 
Howrah-711102. 

• Study material: I offer 
the cc^lete set of BSc study 
material and a set of Higiwr 
Secondary books for anything 
of equivatent value. Write to 
Tuhin Rana, C/o, G. Rana, 146 
Bhowanipore, P.O. Kharag- 
(Xu*, Midnapore-721301. 
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T Tifl all shnt-Bighted people be able 
,'u\i to see without spectacles in the 
r T third iraUenkim? The answer is 
if the world-renowned Russian eye 
specialist. Prof. S. Fyodorov is to be 
believed. Prof. Fyodorov, the fother of 
“radial keratotomy”, known ail over the 
world now as the “Russian method”, is 
confident that aD the 800 million people in 
the world at present suffering from myopia 
cm be fully cured. In fret, nbiiy 200,000 
myopia patients who have undergone this 
mrthod of treatment so far ail over the 
wwld no more need spectacles. 

Small wonder then that opthabnolog- 
ists and eye surgeons m many countries 
including India, the US, FRG, the UK and 
Japan iuve beonne greatly interested in 
the “Russian method” for correcting vision 
defects and other eye ailments. Hundreds 
of specialists tom different countries visit 
every year for practical knowledge and 
trainfrg at the Moscow Research liatitute 
of Eye Microsurgery, of which Prof. 
Fyod^v is the dire^or. Uoctma from 
the Moscow Institute, inchidir^ Prof 
Fyodorov himself, go abroad to give prac- 
ti^ demonstration of the "Russian 
method” which has revolutionised eye 
diseases treatment in the world. 

The basic idea behind the tedmique for 
myopic correction developed by ProC 
Fyodorov is that a series of rarfial incisions 
made in the cornea weakens its periphery. 
The intraocular pressure then Wees the 
indsed area to bulge out while the central 
cornea utxiergoea a compensatory flatten¬ 
ing. This results in the correction of 
myopia as also of myofM astigmatism. 

To an ineiqierienced observer the op¬ 
eration, which usually takes only five 
mkiutes and in no case more than 10 
minutes and is carried out under local 
aneastheaia, may apparently look simi^. 
The patient is ate to leave the hospital as 
soon as the operation is over. Butthelnief 
minutes of operatiom are preceded by a 
thorough examination programme kivte- 
kig measurements of up to 11 individual 
parametera. The weU-known US opthal- 
mdogiat. Dr Lambros, who learnt “radid 
keratotomy” has said that the method has 
opened a new eta in opthalmoiogy. 

New tecfaidques for cataract operation 
developed at the institute make it possible 
to avoid rupturing the posterior lens cap- 
Mkff Intraocular lenses designed for the 
puR^ are accordindy anchored to the 
d the dissected posterior capsule, 
k ’contrut with complete removal of lens, 
kdfrnwnarinn subsides in half the time with 
al the vital ocular indioes returning to 
normal frnctioning more rapidly. 

Comes transplantation fr considered 
one of the most sophisticated field of 
opthdmology . Despite significant prog¬ 
ress in this area, sook cases, particmaiv 
those associated with edematous dystro- 


LOOK 


i 


phy and bum induced leukoma, have 
proved extremely stubborn. But now even 
many virtua^ hopeless cases can benefit 
fr(xn the artificial cornea of keratoprosth 
esis developed at the institute after a 
15-year-long search. 

In the first stage of surgery the keratop 
rosthesis is inserted together with a tern 
porary plug. Fuse accretion of the implant 
to the cornea is allowed before the central 


part of the leukoma is removed and the 
optical c]dinder screwed into place. 


A lmost aD the 260 or more patients at 
the Moscow Institute who had been 


blinded by extremely severe chemical and 
thermal bums to the cornea as weD as its 


dystrophic opadfleation, were able to see 
again after surgen^. The msjority of them 
even regained high visual acuity varying 
between 0.4 and 0.8. 


Myooic correction done 




s 


owes 


much to Pro 


V. He IS 




10 years, we wiD be able 


to look at the wo 




reports 


Or S. Fyodorov (centre) introducing hia colieegues to a group of Indian apeciall 


















NO SPECS! 


The kentoprosthesis developed at the 
inatitute has been patented in the US, the 
UK, West Gennany, the Nethertands and 
Italy. It is highly regarded by doctors in 
thdM countries. 

TiO recently the appearance of an in¬ 
traocular tumour inevitat^ led to enuclea¬ 
tion. The sdentists of the Moscow Insti¬ 
tute were the first to demnutrate the 
feasibility of removing tumours ajffecting 
the iris and ciliary body and at the same 
time saying the eye. The latest techniques 
of functional diagnosis provide the op^- 
tunity to pinpoint the extent of lesion. 
Coupled with intraoperative techniques of 
tissue difierentiation, it means greater 
safety in tumour excision while the visual 
func^ of the eye is preserved. The new 
surgical approach for removing malignan¬ 
cies of ^ choroid, develop at the 
institute has never befixe been attempted 
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Seeing what exactly la 
wrong before 
prescribing treatment 


•w Operating on a live eye 




anywhere in the world. 

As Prpf Fyodorov says, the sdentists 
of the insthute are successfully moving 
forward now in a number of new direc¬ 
tions. The concept of open angle glaucoma 
is one of them. According to specialists, 
cataract and glaucoaia are the two worst 
eye diseases thrt are responsible for most 
cases of blindness. 

After thorough research scientists at 
the institute came to the conclusion that 
gtaucoma is essentially an ischemic disease 
which affects the snt^r segment of the 
eye. At the initial stan there is aitnost 
three-fold reduction hi blood supply. This, 
fo turn, leads to dystrophic chsn^ in the 
nrciihr draining system and in consequ¬ 
ence, to elevated intraocular pressure. 

To cure glaucoma a superftaal sderal. 
flap is faiserted into the opening of the 
anterior chamber an^. The scler^ tissue 
rich in small capilbries drahis off the 


excess intiaocuiar foad, which the foidty 
ocidar draining system is mX able to cope 
with. This results in lowering the intraocu¬ 
lar pressure and consistent hnprovement 
in the course of glaucoma ensues. 

The scientists, led by Prof, Fyodorov, 
are now trying to develop a new treatment 
which would make it possfole to enable old 
peo|Xe to do away vrith their glasses worn 
for distant-sight. In fact, Prof. Fyodorov 
has always bMn a^dnst wearing glasses. 

‘Treatment for eye diseases tested by 
thousands upon t^sands of operations 
performed in our inatitute, make us fed 
confident that losses can be done away 
with. Each individual should be able to see 
the world (in the third rnillenium) unaided 
by glasses, using only his own nature- 
designed cornea o^ans rather than artifi¬ 
cial devices,” Prof. Fyodorov stresses. 
That winded a great messaged hope. ■ 
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a T Tom know, it's difficult to believe 
Y Bengal has won the Raitn Tro- 
X phy.. that we've actual done 
it. " remarked Arun Lai, the princ^Ml 
author of the title-round succeaa over 
Delhi, and one who is now a cult figure in 
these parts. This was a few hours after 
the Eden had erupted m reioicing. 

Indeed, it took some thne for ^ngal’s 
epoch-making wm to smk m Even skipper 
Sambaran Banenee was briefly at a loss 
for words Chiefly because bit very, very 
recently the image of Bengal cricket had 
been such that even armchair talk of the 
state emergmg on top would have met 
with derisive laughter One didn’t really 
associate killer-instinct, a pre-requisite for 
success m the silicon-chip age,with Bengal 
cricketers. Till,say,the last season, when 
Bengal gained the Rai\)i final after a fairly 
lengthy hiatus. 

Even though Bengal were decimated m 
the 1988-89 aial, at the hands of Delhi by 
the way, it was evident that the state j 


cricketers wouldn't any longer be pushov¬ 
ers. And it could just |8tive fetal u a rival 
outfit chose to dimsa Bengal’s showing 
last season as a one-off happening. For the 

cricket honours after 51 
years with a major 
contribution from Arun 
Lai, ^ou^ the~ 
quofient rule helped, says 
Lokendra Pratap Sahi, it 
was the new professional 
approach that m ade it 
^ happen 


laUer-matmct seeds had been sown and 
much to the chagrm of first Bombay, then 
Hyderabad and finally Delhi, the rich 
h^est was reaped this season. The 
crowning glory being the regaining of the 
Ranii Troifliy after all of 51 years 
Detractors, perhaps, will ^ways sur- 
fece And there were murmurs that ^n- 
gal won both the quartera (vs Bombay) 
and the final (wiuch was a ‘grudge match’) 
on the quotwnt rule and that both Bombay 
and Hyderabad (m the semi-finals) were 
not at lull strength as the likes of Maiqre- 
kar and Azharuddm were m New Zealand 
While this isn’t incorrect, what merits 
highlighting IS that Delhi were streng¬ 
thens by the amval of Prabhakar, Was- 
san and Ajay Sharma AtkI yet put up a 
thoroughly disappomting show in the grand 
finale at the Eden Cleariy, one can’t argue 
with absolute conviction that the Maitjre- 
kars and Azharuddins would indeed ^ve 
altered Bengal’s destiny 
And It was more out of frustration and 










the Mure to perfonn to eiqiectatkms that 
Delhi captain Kirti Azad spat: "It’s been 
purely a technical win (relening to the 
quotient) for Bengal... the ^ didn't even 
see two innings completed.'’ (Please, Ben¬ 
gal had no hmd in this. Kirti should flay 
the weather gods.) 

Predictably, Kirti's remailc caused an 
uproar of sorts. The Mneral reaction was: 
It's balderdash if the Delhi skipper is trying 
to dismiss the verdict as a fluke. 

An indignant Lai fumed: “How can 
anyone even tWnk of ’fluke’. Nowhere are 
premier championships, or any meet for 
that matter, won by fluke. Weren’t Delhi 
aware of the quotient rule?” They were. 

It’s the change in the Bengal (dyer’s 
attitude, his imbibing of profession^sm 
that complemented the on-field perform¬ 
ances. Aiul this spelt success. 

The Beng^ cricketer has also thrown 
off his timid image. And he’s as aware of 
the needle points of gamesmanship as 
players fi’om say, Delhi or Bombay. One 



normally wouldn't associate sledging with 
Bengal lads, but they did resort to this 
m the final It’s part of the sport now and 
the Bengal cricketer is aware of even the 
unwrittm laws. 

Looking back, defeating Bombay has to 
be immortalised as the turning poinL Not 
only had Bengal failed to put it across 
Bombay in all previous meetings but had 
even suffered embarrassing defeats. The 
February victory at the Eden irilused mui* 
confidence in the home state’s campaign. 
Bengal would play to win. Not just the 
next game (in Hyderabad), but the Ranii 
Trophy. It's reasonable to say that such a 
thought even a few years ago would have 
evoked scorn. And amusement. But the 
bottom line reads differently today. 

As state selector T.J. Baneijee pointed 
out, “It’s the current team’s approach 
with an irmi-like determination that has 
hastened the change in our fortunes.” 
After all, Bengal had thrown up immensely 
gifted players in the past, but for various 
I reasons, they Med to get their act 
■ ^ together. # ' 

c “Our boys have the confidence to do ' 
' weU, to take up any challenge. Those days ' 
are over when most Ben^l teams to^ 
the field with a defeatist attitude whenever 
the opposition had a formidable look. This 
win should do wonders and the steps our 
cricketers take can only be ahead, not 
backwards,” remarked the venerable 
Pankai Roy, who was among the happiest 
of men on the magic afternoon of March 
28 . 

A major chunk of the credit for altering 
the.Me of Bengal cricket must go to 
Lai, who has injected a heavy dose of. 
professionalism. And before him, the 
kudos should go to Dibp Doshi, now 
settled in the UK. Sambaran acknowledges 
this: "We have to thank Doshi for many 
things. Chiefly, for laying emphasis on 
fielcfing and for making us more sure of 
ourselves.” Sambaran is eminently qual¬ 
ified to speak thus, as he's been around for 
close to two decades. 

It's the fielding more than anything else, 
which swung the final Bengal’s way. On 
the opening morning itself. Not only were 
catches not grassed, players flung them¬ 
selves to cut off runs. This sure was a 
revelation. And a most welcome one. 

"Look, it’s nonsense to even suggest 
Bengal’s win is a fluke. Our boys’ fielding 
was world class and the bowling of a top 
order. And, then, after a coupte of set¬ 
backs, the batsmen, Lai, in particular, did 
a marvellous job. So, even though the 
quotient rule was enforced, Bengal had, in 
Mt, outplayed Delhi in every department. 

I have no doubts that had the match run its 
full course, Bengal would still have come 
out on top,” emphasised Copal Bose, one 
of the best batsmen the state has seen. 
Indeed, Bengal’s fielding and bowling 


had often proved to be the\ 
but in front of a home crow 
complement of national selea 
gal players uncorked champa 
field. 

Echmng Bose’s views, state sflk ^ 
conuiuttee supremo Ambar Roy nW 
tamed: “The question of fluke could 
up if the batsmen had come good out of tlm 
blue. But the batsmen IM ccmsistently ^ 
been making merry. And talking of bowl¬ 
ing, Saradindu MuMieijee had a hatbrick in 
the semi-finals.” 

Roy added: “I think the efforts of 
Jagmohan Oalmiya (the CAB executive 
president) have tome fruit Riidtf fr^m the 
days he was the association secretary he 
was obsessed with Bengal regaining the 
Raiui Trophy. The goai was dear.” 

Not surprisingly, Dabniya was at a loss 
for words at the momentous hour. "I’m 
overwhelrited,” he said with considerable 
emotion. 

To return to the quotient rule, or the 



Bengal skipper Sambaran Banerjee 
with G.R. Vishwanalh 
during the final with Delhi 

technical front where Bengal scored with 
deadly effect, the general feeling is that it 
is, perhaps, somewhat unfair. But what’s 
the alternative? “Maybe it’s not the best 
way to determine Ae winner, but it’s 
preferable to the toss of the coin," argued 
TJ- 

"Delhi were perfectly aware of the 
quotient rule. I apee it’s not very satis¬ 
fying that a iiutjor title is determined by 
the format, but at the moment, at least 1 
can’t preserve a better alternative," said 
Bose. 

While on the quotient (runs divided by 
wickets lost) rule, one would do well to 
recall that quotient-wise the ball hasn’t 
always rolled Bengd’s way. Just a couple 
of seasons ago, Punjab sneaked through in 
the Ranji quarters and the Bengal players 
were left ^shing their teeth. 

Yes, D^ Luck did smile on Bengd 
this time. More importantly, Bengal capi¬ 
talised on the breaks that came their way. 




Quick Quizzle 

'l^^tthoutackfiiifr Bubtract- 
VV ins, multiplyiiig and di- 
vidiiig, bow would you con¬ 
vert 7 and 11 into even 
numben? 

Solutton 

‘NaAsna 
nmv la ^ ^NaAas 

oioaj 8 aifai 

N a A a 1 a 

N a A a 8 




Of Cats and 
Dogs 

H ave you ever noticed 
how the English lan¬ 
guage is liberally littered 
with "aninial phrases?" 

Speaking only of cats and 
dogs who rain together but 
are otherwise sworn ene¬ 
mies, you have probably 
heard that a cat has nine 
lives but every dog has his 
day. A dog is no doubt man's 
b^ friend but a cat is de- 
finiu^ FAMILIAR.And at 
the of sounding catty, do 
you thmk you would st^ a 
dog’s diance of ftiding a date 
if you looked Hce something 
the cat brought in? If you 
think you are the cat’s py¬ 
jamas, he is most likely to 
tlank of himself as a gay dog. 
And which is wcHae—tegive 
a dog a bad name and hang 
him or use someone else as 
a catspBW? 

Barking dogs seldom bite, 
but think what would happen 



if you let the cat out of the 
bag! If you could only teach 
an old dog new tricto, you 
might get him to grin like a 
Cbeshfw cat! 


All said and done, instead 
of pursuktg the matter dog¬ 
gedly, its better to let sleep¬ 
ing dogs lie rather than set a 
cat among the pigeons. 


Of Toe Jams 
and Wagging 
Tongues 

N ext time your child out¬ 
grows Ms old pair oi 
shoes, don’t throw h vmy 
(the shoes, not the child). 
Insist thrt your dnld wears it 
till his toes sre peeking out 
ot the front, the tongue is 
tatty and the sole is bole-y. 
Thm put the pair away fv 
the thm rainy montha, ki a 
dark dfaigy comer, and allow 
die pair to ‘mature’. 

Nm, you have a prize 
wfanerl All you need to do is 
to travel to Vennont, on the 
first day of the next s{»ing 
and aak your ward to parade 
up and down for the Annual 
National Rotten Sneaker 
Contes t of America. 

At a recent contest, the 
Judges wore au masks, lab 
coats ud rubber gloves, and 
used tongs to examine the 
sneakers. Nearly 100 con¬ 
testants, mostly adoles c e nt 


fikunltt Dudeja and 
NallnlSItlaol 


boys, participated and 7- 
year old Bob Scniten won 
$200, a brand new pair of 
sneakers, and a can of foot 
powder, from the orga- 
idsers. 


Commented a distresaed 
judge: “The toes of his 
sneakers were exceptionally 
worn, but what won hkn the 
first prize was the ameD— 
the smell Was really bad.” 



The Red Indian 
Rhyme 

A n unusual puzzle is doing 
the rounds in Calcutta, 
these days. To solve it, you 
need to be a square! 

There was tluB Red Indian 
chief, Sitting BuIL He de¬ 
cided to acquire himself a 
squaw; and he laresented the 
squaw with a ler^ard-Bldn 
hide. 'The squaw decorated 
her little wigwam, and 
spread the leopud hide on 
the bed. Sittmg Buff moved 
in, and within 10 months she 
inoduced him a papoose. 

‘The chief, then, acquired 
himself a second squaw, |nd 
presented her wi& a rhi¬ 
noceros hide. She decorated 


her wigwam, likewiBe, and 
the chim moved in. In due 
course, the squaw produced 
a bonny 


The 

quiredhi 
ome, he 


yet again, ac- 
t hfanaelf a squaw. ’TUa 
. he presented her with 
a UppopotaAus hide. Story 
repeats itselt but Oils time 
the sqww produced him 
twins. Why? 

v'niie squaw on the Uppo- 
potannis is equal to thn atnn 
d squawa on tiw odtor 
two Mdag!” 

w ^ j ^ ^ 

^_0■1 A t 1 ik. 
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The renowned Brahmo 
leader of the 19th century 
Bengal, Shivanath Shastri 
came of a middle-class family 
of viOage Mejilpur, Joynagar in 
24 Patganas. However, he 
was bom in his matemal 
gran^ther’s place at Changri- 
pota in the same district on 
January 31.1M7. He ^ his 
MA from ^skrit CoUege in 
1870. Soon he was drawn to 
Braimoism and also associ¬ 
ated with variouB social, phi¬ 
lanthropic and literary works. 
Hia greatest contribution to 
the cause of nationalism was 
during 18€4*92. 

Son of an orthodox 
Brahmin, Shivanath inhented 
some of his father's qualities of 
aetf-respect. His second mar¬ 
tian, at his father's insistence 
and much against his own 
wishes, was die cause of deep 


remorse. He took refuge in 
godliness, renounced idol 
worship and joined Keshab 
Chandra Sen’s order in 1868. 
The next year he was formally 
initiated into Brahmoism. 

A strong advocate of 
women’s education, Shivanath 
later differed with Keshab who 
was opposed to higher educa¬ 
tion for women. A group of 
liberals, Samadarsfu, estab¬ 
lished the Hmdu Mahila 
Vidyalaya where Shivanath 
admitted his daughter. He 
went back to Changripota to 
work for the village uplift. 

In 1864 Shivanath returned 
to Calcutta as headmaster of 
South Suburban School. In 
1876 he joined Hare School as 
the head pundit and translation 
teacher. He resigned the next 
year on a sequel to the forma¬ 


tion of an inner circle to fight 
for equal ni^ts and education 
for men and women, and fix 
the marriage age at not below 
21 for boys and 16 for girls. 
Shivanath and his group for¬ 
mally broke away from Keshab 
Sen's order over the marriage 
of minors and violation of Act 
HI of 1872. Thus the Sadharan 
Brahmo Sanuy came into beuig 
under Shivanath's leadership in 
1877. Devendianath Tagore 
blessed him with a grant of Rs 
7,000. In 1883, the Bnhmo 
Public Ofunton was renamed 
the Indian Messenger with 
Shivanath as its editor. 

Shivanath Shastri's reform¬ 
ing zeal knew no bounds, bi 
1888, he travelled to England 
to get an idea of the working of 
various philanthropic institu¬ 
tions, On his return, he de¬ 


voted himself to organisatkxtal 
and literary works. His most 
significant writing was Nirbasi- 
ter Bilap (1868), a narrative 
poem, wsides other books of 
verses, his four novels give a 
vivid pirture of the social life in 
a changing society. His con¬ 
tribution to pofitk^ awakening 
was no less significant He 
held strong arid radical views 
and believed that India could 
be freed throui^i constitutional 
methods. WithS.N. Baneijee 
and Anandamohan Bose he 
founded the Indian Associa¬ 
tion, the City School and 
Chhatra Sariuv- Another inst¬ 
ance of his organisational abil¬ 
ity was the formation of Sadha- 
nasram m 1892. He died on 
September 30, 1919. 

Ilie sketch above shows his 
ancestral house in village Ma- 
jilpur. 



^IJUhose major dlscov- 
■Very was that the 

.arth and its fellow planets 
revolve around the sun and 
that the earth rotates on its 
axis?" This question as well 
as the answer come from 
Sanjiv Kalla, Calcutta 17. 
Ans: Nicolus Copernicus. He 
had quite an eventfui life. 

Copernicus was tx}m in 
Poland in 1472 during the 
Renaissance, when men 
were challenging many of 
the accepted ideas of the 
Middle Ages. A quiet man, 
not a fighter, he nevertheless 
started the Copemican re¬ 
volution. 

Copernicus' father died 
when he was 10 years old. 
The twy was raised by his 
unde, a bishop, who natural¬ 
ly decided that young Coper¬ 
nicus should also have a 
career in the Church. But the 
bishop had been influenced 
by the humanism of the Re¬ 
naissance and saw to it that 
his nephew got a good 
education. Copernicus went 
to the best universities of his 
day—first in Cracow, where 
he became excited by astro¬ 
nomy; then in Bologna, 
where ha studied church 
law; and finally in Padua, 
where he became a physi¬ 
cian. 

Thrbugh all his other stu¬ 
dies, Co^rnlcus remained 
dedicated to astronomy and 
continued to spend most of 
his time thinking about it. He 
decided that the sun must be 
the centre of the universe 
and that the earth and the 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who was the Aral 
.vvdman to hold the post of 
^ambassador totvwo Ootm- 
.Maaslffluitahaously7(&’' - 
.Maav.Bhagialpuri) 
ffrai to cofniTion 9 > 

O H TO ^toraaioNeltoaahd 
jbq|^H|vell? (Dennis Pari* 

^IrmSIi^S^whsrewsre 
tniAait4fMM»jrobots first 
^isfiM^<AJ».8aM. 

iSrotstoMeMiir^- 
wad of seeing thsii:;:> 



PPQ QutUon: Name the American Pres* 

Mont who spent his entire term of Pros' 
idency in bed. (Anjan Das, Qtrs No 474/2, 
WSM South Side, P.O. Kharagpur 721 301) 

Ant: DavM Rice Atchison. Atchison, the 

-. President pro'tem of the Senate auto* 

matlcally succeeded to the presidency on March 4, 
1849 at 12 noon since Zachsry Taylor refused to be 
sworn In on a Sunday. Atchison, unaware of this, 
spent the next 24 hours, his entire term of presidency, 
In bed. 


other planets revolved 
around It. He also decided 
that the earth must sffin on 
its axis. But these were only 
ideas, and Copernicus was 
not sure he was right. No¬ 
body would be sure for 
another 100 years, until 
Galileo would study the 
movements of the planets 
through a telescope. 

In the meantime, Coperni¬ 
cus refused to publish, in¬ 
stead, he returned to Poland 
and bwame a diplomat, an 


economist, a translator of 
poetry, and his uncle’s per¬ 
sonal physician. With all this 
activity he also managed to 
devote a great deal of time to 
studying the stars, trying by 
obsenration and mathema¬ 
tics to prove his theories. By 
the time his uncle died in 
1512, Copernicus had dared 
to write a short explanation 
of his ideas. To the modern 
mind, astronomy may not 
seem to have much to do 
with religion. But Coperni¬ 




Nlcolus Copernicus 


shameleas boys laughing 
over my povartv. These 
boys are adpenor to me 
onw in their wealth, but are 
definitely beneath me in 
noble sentiments”.? (Suraj 
Joshi, Shillong 2) 

5. IMikih country ieduced 
the voting age to 18 laet- 
8ep(e m ber?(8hsbbir 
Ahmed, Calcutta 14) 

8. Of whit wood was 
Noah'e Ark made? (Jacob 
Mathewii &nm2^ 

. 7. How ia MssaAiflai rfiom^ 
bppta^better khownae? 
.(OgMBhaige^^^* ^ 
out^sogr.."' ‘ 

‘ 8. hkiieat •* < 


nabonai award M the'Qol' 
de^ArrowotAoMeviB<:'.r.:' 

msnt'7 (MolkirrKf MhMf*: 
ai, Bargarh 28) ■ 

9. Who said. 4)0 youvMsh 
men to ^)eik weH of ygb? 
Then never spMkwwof 
yourself.*? (AMiiah Agraw 
irf,Sambakxir4) < ' f 
18.Whatis*Bla(!k88ib'*t 
(P.Surendn,BIT6indrt> 


ANSWERS 


cus’theory said that the 
earth was not the centre of 
the universe, and if this were 
true, theologians saw tfud it 
might also be true that Qod 
had not created the universe 
for the use of man. ArM if the 
sun didn't move, how could 
Joshua have ordered it to 
stand still? 

The Pope treated Coperni¬ 
cus' theories as Interesting 
hypotheses that weren't 
dangerous because (hey 
were not proven. But Protes¬ 
tant leaders attacked Coper¬ 
nicus. Luther said, “This fool 
wishes to reverse the entire 
scheme of astronomy," and 
Calvin said, “Who will ven¬ 
ture to place the authority of 
Copernicus above that of the 
Holy Spirit?" This reaction 
discouraged Copernicus, 
and he gave up trying to get 
his ideas accepted. He went 
back to more study and more 
obsenrations of the stars, 
struggling with the crude, in¬ 
accurate Instruments avail¬ 
able to him, trying to obtain 
more exact sightings that 
would help prove his 
theories. 

It wasn't until he was old 
and ill that Copernicus finally 
decided to publish a com¬ 
plete account of his work. 
Then he and his book had a 
race with death. On May 24, 

1543, the first copy of the 
complete exposition of his 
theories, Tfw Revolutkms of 
the Heaven/y Spheres, was 
placed in his hands. He 
opened it to the title page, 
smiled, and died. 
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F or the first time in the country, 
scientific and technological entrep¬ 
reneurship has been directly linked 
to the prestigious Indian Institute of Tech 
nology chain. This must rank as erne of the 
more significant, albeit delayed, steps of 
the department of science and technedogy. 

The lead has been taken by ITT, Khar 
agpur. Under the stewardsMp of Prof. 
K.L. Chopra, director of the institute, the 
Science and Technology Entrepreneurship 
Park (STEP) at IIT (Kgp.) is off to a slow 
but smooth start. Eleven entrepreneurs 
were selected recently in the first round of 
interviews. Hiis remains a far cry from the 
master plan's prcgected aim of 150 indust 
rial collaborators, but Chopra is unfrzed. 
“The final year batch of UT," he says, 
"shall pass out only in April STEP will 
then pick up.” 

Through the IIT’s advanced research 
facilities and faculty, STEP will provide 
technical assistance and advice to entrep¬ 
reneurs seeking to manufacture hi-te^ 
products and processes saleable to indus¬ 
try. “It’s consultancy in a big yet inexpen¬ 
sive way", says Prof. R. Bhaskaran, 
training and placement in-charge. “STEP 
shall even help in marketing the outcome.” 
But the cruci^ assistance shall be monet¬ 
ary—apparatus erection costs will be tag¬ 
ged to STEP. As per expectations, suc¬ 
cessful manufacturers shall move into 
industry with expertise in a particular line 
of technology. 

Of the 11 STEPS m India besides the 
Kharagpur park, the first to be set up was 
at BITS, Mesra in 1972. Under guidaiKe 
from Kanta Rao and A.K. Basu, the 
project has achieved a good measure of 
success. Notably, some of the other 
STEPs established later were gradually 
reduced to biting the dust, something 
wdiich Bhaskaran attributes to "infras¬ 
tructural incompetence”. As a result, IIT 
Kharagpur’s admittedly superior technolo¬ 
gical standing has gain^ considerable 
significance. But Bhaskaran is cautious in 
his optimism. “Well have to wait and 
watch the response.” 

Even as financial shortages crunch the 
scheme, STEP-IIT, Kharagpur, has 
already prepared the launchpad for more 




mSTEP 

WITH 

REALITY 




Unlike in the West, where 


industry and academia 


work in close 


cooperation, science and 


technology institutes in 


lived in ivory towers. 
Their research activities 
have had little to do with 
the practical ne^s of the 
world outside. But now, 
all that is beginning to 
change 


than half a dozen groups of entrepreneurs, 
among whom is a pair of final year 
students of electrical engineering. Another 
group of IIT alumni has secured an order 
from a Hong Kong firm for software to be 
exported to West Germany. The Indian 
Cables Company, Jamshedpur too is in Ime 
for a project on ^re optics. Because of its 
IIT bactog, the park has displayed more 
panache and variety than its counterparts 
elsewhere. The spectrum of fields ranging 
from satellite image processing to pet¬ 
roleum refining to cryogenic studies to 
digital communications covers almost ev¬ 
ery area the IIT has set foot on. The 
executive director of STEP-IIT, Prof. G. 



A Cyber 180/840A malnfraaw ayatein: Part of IITa extenalve 
computer facilities 




Inside the 


sophisticated central 
research facility of 
IIT Kharagpur and 


(inset) G.S.SanyaI, 


executive director of 


S. Sanyal, however, regrets that the 
department of science and technology’s 
approval of feDowships to the entrep¬ 
reneurs is taking an unduly long time. 
“After all,” he says, “we have to @ve 
them (entrepreneurs) something for a 
livmg.” 

That very necessity has given rise to 
fears of “fake entrepreneurs”, a potential 
problem which STEP’S administration has 
not yet come to grips with. In a somewhat 
weak defence, one official merely states 
that “STEP’S umbrella shall cover the 
entrepreneur only for a period of time 
deemed justifiable”. 

But the strongest scepticism has arisen 
on another count. STEP’S repertoire con¬ 
sists solely of hi-tech fields, where entrep¬ 
reneurs mi^t not be easily available in 
India. One obvious source—the IITs 
themselves—is not being relied on in 
many quarters. “UTians,” says Bhaskar¬ 
an, “have traditionally opted for cushy 
jobs. Enterprise is yet to prove to be their 
forte.” 

To a certain extent, observers feel that 
the fault for that lies with Indian indust^, 
which has had minimal interaction wiA 
technology institutes. The exchange has 
mostly been limited to tackling technical 
snags m industry. While that would con 
tinue to form a part of STEP’S purview, 
the accent has swung to turning entrep¬ 
reneurs seeking to enter industry—but 
not having the means to do so—into 
successfiil manufacturers. Sanyal is sure 
that with the challenge and originaiity 
generic to STEP’S activities, UTians and 
other technology graduates are bound to 
reshuffle their preferences. ‘It’s high 
tune,” says R.K. Dhawan, one of the two 
electrical engineering students selected, 
"that UTians started working to satisfy 
themselves rather than their bosses in 
industry," And STEP, be thinks, is the 
best way to start off the blocks. 













A idre tht, C>iant is one unhappy bud 
The 3 year oW whooping tranc is 
being shooed into a comer of his 
oi ioor pen at the Patuxent Wildlife Rt 
sairch Centre Never exactly pie ised to 
I e people, Andre hisses and glires at the 
intruders witli gi Ide ii eyes 
Named m earlv chitkhood for his exeep 
tional si/e and bid disposition Andre is 
one of only 214 of his kind left in the world 
a condition brought about lai gely by human 
transgressions Now hum ins aie having 
some suci ess in bringing the species back 
from the brink of extuietion At the begin 
rung of each m iting season scientists try to 
arrange pairings they hope eventually will 
produce offspring 

Of course theie is no way of expl lining 
this to Andre who had been spending a 
peaceful moining with three female corn 
panions in the roomy 41) xl2l) nuiway 
probing tile grass for edibles Now his 
caretakers close ui with upiaised arms 
theu" protective goggle s gluitmg ui th« sun 
“He could have chosen any of the thiee 
females he s been with says cctennanan 
Glenn Olsen But he Insn t shown my 
preference Basically they were j ist bud 
dies 

Playing matchmaker to iiants is no 
lark 

‘ It’s kind of like a dating service says 
Claire Mirande curator of the only otlier 
captive whooper flock in the world located 
at International Crane I oundation head 
quarters in Baraboo Wis Itsarealchal 
lenge sometimes to get birds together 
They have to be genetically matched then 
uitroduced and they need supervision 


Courting 

Cranes 


Just about evemhing is 
being tned to save the 
vvhoopers, the tallest 
TpTrds in Niath Amenca, 

from extinction—even 
mamage counselling 







Veterinarian Glenn Olsen checks the heartbeat of a juvenile 
whooping crane, cradled by caretaker Jane Nicolich, at the 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Centre. Researchers take extraor¬ 
dinary precautions to avoid infecting the birds; they wash their 
boots in a disinfectant solution at pen entrances 


They cm be quite aggressive to each 
othei Sometimes later we have to do 
mamage counselling 

Until recently, Patuxent was the home 
of 54 whfxiping cranes—one fourth of the 
speaes survivors and the only captive 
flock Most of the population, 146 birds, 
hve in the wild migrating between the 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas 
and Canada’s Wood Buffalo National Park 
A smaller flock of 13 migrates between 
New Mexico and Idaho One crane resides 
at the San Atonio Zoo 
Cranes are remarkable animals The tal¬ 
lest bu'ds in North Amenca, they reach a 
heij^t of about 4' 6' They are notably 
mtelligent and develop distinctive persona 
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Graceful in flight, a whooping crane soars over a Texas marsh. 
WboQpers are North America’s largest birds, developing 
spans of about seven feet. The notoriously shy creatures were 
once prized trophies of hunters. Now they and their breeding 
and wintering grounds are protected by US and Canndiah law : 


"Some dre friendly and follow you 
around and some are feisty says Fatu 
\ent caretaker Jim Stevens During breed 
mg season their hormone levels go up and 
it’s like dealing with a tall ticked off 
rooster 

Never especially abundant whoopers 
have been overhunted and miitl- of them 
habitat has been desUoyed hrcmanesti 
mated 1,300 to 1,400 birds befoie 1870 
the population dechned to as few as 19 
adults m the early 1950s making their 
comeback smee then all tlie more extraor 
dinary 

"I’m cautiously optimistic, says Robm 
W Doughty, University of "lexas geogra¬ 


phy professor and author of Rt turn of the 
Whooping Crane tl niversity of Texas 
Press Austin 1989) The wild flock has 
done remarkably well m the last decade 

Besides discouraging huntmg, the re 
covery effort seeks to protect the wild 
bards breedmg and wintering grounds and 
to raise captive birds for eientual release 
mto the wild 

In December 1989 the Patuxent flock 
was spbt 22 were put into crates loaded 
onto a military jet and flown by Manne 
reservists to the Wisconsm preserve I he 
idea was to ensure agamst a smgle disas 
ter, such as contaminated food or an 
epidemic that could wipe out the entire 
capUve group 


Carefully preening, a whooping crane at the 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Centre in Maryland 
keeps its dazzling feathers fit for flight 


Andres macho displays notwithstand 
mg, the staff hopes to find him a willing 
companion Hopes are also high for 
another large male with good bloodlmes 
and a somewhat gentler disposition CJ— 
an offspring of one of Patuxent s first 
cranes 

I he female chosen by Patuxent mana¬ 
ge r Scott Hereford to be Cj s trial mate is 
Farzana a lithe beauty named for some 
acrobatic tendencies she displayed as a 
chick Her speciality was backflips 

CJ enters his runway first I^ter lar- 
zana arrives in the arms of caretaker Jane 
Nicolich and jumps mto the adjacent pea 
For the next several days the pam will be 
watched for signs of compatibility mclud- 
mg staymg close to eai h other on opposite 
sides of the cham link fence 
To the delight of onlookers Tarzana 
heads straight for the comer where CJ is 
preemng Thev eye each other for a mo¬ 
ment at t lose range I hen 1 arzana seems 
to lose mterest tunimg away and pecking 
at the ground But CJ stays pressed 
agamst the fence watchmg ^cr every 
move 

Fheyre friendly says Olsen ITiat’s 
a good sign 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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THE ONE-GOD INDUSTRY 


I n the beginning there was a god—half 
elephant, half man. He was different 
from the rest. This god was man's best 
friend. He helped him prosper. He helped 
man in his buying and selling. Today, the 
god himself has become a commodity. 
Ganesh has been absorbed by his own 
image. 

His clientele is vast. Businessmen buy 
him, politicians buy him. Lawyers, execu¬ 
tives and actors buy him. Aaid painters, 
sculptors and craftsmen sell him. The 
Ganesh market is thriving. There are 
Ganeshes for Rs 40. There are also 
Ganeshes for Rs 1 lakh. 

But transactions around this commodity 
are not necessarily cold and calculated. 
TTiere is an aesthetic angle to it. The 
makers are creative artists. And the 

By Gosto Kumar 




From ordinary 
housewives to fancy art 
collectors, there is a rush 
to acquire Ganesh 
paintings and sculpturei" 
of every possible shape, 
size, colour and 
interpretation. 


F buyers, collectors. They are either re- 
1 ligiously or artistically inclined, or both. 
? And, at times, they are confused. Gosto 
Kumar, the man of many Ganeshes, re¬ 
cently held an exhibition of his paintings 
and sculptures. Titled "Eight Days of 
Ganapati", it brought ail the Ganesh ^- 
cionados of Calcutta flocking to the exhibi¬ 
tion. If some went to cultivate their 
interest m the subject, there were others 
who were not quite sure why they were 
there. To see a work of art or to assert 
their devotion to the lord protector? 

But most did make an entry in the 
visitors' book. To quote one; "The way 
Ganeshji has been shown in all roop 
(forms) is excellent." Admiration for the 
artist prompted by devotion to the icon. 

And devotion prompted not only to 
admire but also to buy. All of Gosto 
Kumar's paintings and sculptures were 
booked long before they went on display. 
And his works are certainly not to be had 
for a song. Naturally, it is mostly the 
Marwans, the richest community in Cal- 
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jtta, who patronise his art greatly. 
“Ganesh as a theme is particularly 
lopular among Marwaiis,*’ says Ms Ke- 
{fiwal, art dealer and owner of Calcutta’s ' 
liitrakoot Art Gallery. An idol or painting 
if Ganesh has become the mark of both 
.'rosperity and culture. And with the' 
lecent boom in the art market, it is good 
investment too. 

Sometimes investments in the name of 
j< .'anesh also pay off, as has been the case 
Yith Harsh Neotia. He has a series of 
^ ompanies named after the god, like Gana- 
jati Builders, Ganapati Stones, Ganapati 
kireenfields, among others. "But that is 
not because of any superstition or religious 
il)elief,” says Neotia. "It is to maintain a 
land of continuity. A marketing strategy, 
you may call it.” 

Neotia's marketing strategy also ex¬ 
tends to the Shree Ganapati Centre, which 
houses The Conclave, an exclusive busi- 



Ganesh in a deck-chair 

ness services club. Here, one can find the 
p^tings of Ganesh Pyne, M.F Husain, 
Bikash Bhattachariee, Jogen Chowdhury, 
Bendre, Wasim Kapoor, Amitava Baner- 
jee and other celebrities of contemporary 
Indian art. Their theme: Ganesh. 

“How did you come to acquire a Ganesh 
by Gane.sh Pyne?” 

“Yes, 1 know what you mean. One 
doesn’t go uilwut commissioning Ganesh- 
da. But he ir a close family friend.” One 
day, Neotia had taken the painter to The 
Conclave to show him his collection and 
dropped a not so-subtle hint. “But I have 
never done any Ganesh,” Pyne had 
apparently replied. About a year or so 
later, he called .Neotia to say that he had 
painted a Ganesh for him. As for the rest 
of the paintings in The Conclave collection, 
most have come through exhibitions. 

And exhibitions there have been many 


Ganesh Gopalaad ' 
(inset) Gosto Kumar. 
Man of many 
Ganeshes 


on this subject, fi:om Ram Kumar Manna's 
terracotta Ganeshes to the much-sought- 
after paintings of Tarun Dey and Ramesh- 
war Singh (of Rajasthan). 

“This craze for collecting Ganesh 
started about 10 years ago,” says Ms 
Kejriwal. “But now artists are getting fed 
up of the subject.” In the beginning, of 
course, many did play up to the galleries. 
In the process, they also experimented 
with this iconic form, which lends itself to 
reorientation and rearrangement. 



Ramananda Bandopadhyay, who has an 
ascetic approach to his p^tings, feels 
upset by this experimentation. He is not 
against modem or abstract depictions of 
Ganesh. He himself has painted such a 
Ganesh series. “But you must not destroy 
the essence, the feeling that has lasted for 
centuries.” He fails to understand why 
some artists must depict an aging or bum 
(old) Ganesh when nobody ever talks ol an 
old Durga or Kartick. “Icons must be 
respected, ” he says with a tinge of regret 
in his voice. 

Whatever the form, not many dare 
disrespect an idol of (janesh even if he 
looks peculiar. Vishnu took care of his 
status when he decreed that no puja or 
new venture could be started without 
paying homage to Ganesh, the lord of an 
auspicious beginning. Initially a humble 
animal totem of the non-Aryans, Ganesh 



Rekha Dasgupta with her Ganeshes 

came to be ranked first in the Aryan-Hindu 
pantheon. 

“This dramatic development of 
Ganesh's career mystifies me,” says In- 
drani Sen, media du'ector of HTA. “It 
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T he Puranaahm many tales how devoteesof! 
Ganeah came to have an elephant’s at Sutya am 
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must have needed a total revolution for 
this ‘low-caste god to n!.e to that high 
level " Sen t<x) has her own collection of 
Ganesh pnmanlv folk art But her in 
tere't goes much deeper than that Sht 
has recently written a book Ganapitir 
Sandhdne (In Search ol Ganapati s 
Ongui) where she traces the esolulion of 
the elephant god (lanesh is my serious 
hobby says Sen 

f-or actor Basanta Ghowdhurv tex' it is 
muc h the same It’s niy senous pastime 
says Chowdhury Senous it is But it is 
definitely more than just a pastimi given 
the extent of his study on the -.ubjeit He 
rambles quite freely through the < enturie 
on the concept ol (laiicsh Iiom the 
pit Chiistnii ti 1 to the eiilv Jdlh len 

By Wasim Kapoor 



X Ganeah came to have an elephant’s 
head. 

Slwnl’a bletilng: Parvah and Shiva 
had been married for quite some tone, 
yet they had no children. So Parvab 
decided to perform a special nte, the 
putnk vnt, meant for the dult&ss 
She did this for a year, by the end of 
which Vishnu granted her her wish. 
And Parvab h^ a child. 

Once the chSd was bom all the gods 
descended from devahk to bless him 
Among them was Sham. But thanks to 
his wife, he had a curse upon him: 
wdiatever he looked at burned to 
cinders. Sham deefaned to take a look at 
the newborn But Parvab refused to 
listen to any reason 
mg and virtually compelled Slumi to see 
her baby Immediately, the baby’s 
head drooled oB. 

On hearing this Vishnu rushed to the 
child. And attached an elephant-head to 
his body He had chc^iped the head off 
a sleeping elephant with his sudarshan 
chakra on the way 

Vishnu then saw to it that Ganesh 
was not slighted for his ungamly 
appearance He made it a rule that no 
puja or project could be started without 
paying homage to Ganesh—the god of 
success 

Sun’s curse: Mali and Sumab, two 


devotees of Suva, once hurled s frbibt 
at Sutya and made hkn imomackuig 
The wnld plunged mto darkness an 
Kashyiq), Sutya’sfather,was nafta 
rage. He cursed SUva toat hia Ka 
would lose his head, which n whs 
happened to Ganeah. Instead, theheai 
of Airavat Indra’s elephant-maseoe 
was fixed on bun. ^ 

Father’s wrath: Parvab once went 
to have a bath leaving Ganesh on 
guard. Shiva was about to enter the 
.room when Ganesh striped hun. In^ 
funated, Shiva chopped off his head 
Later, when he had calmed down he 
fixed an elephant’s head to Ganeshll 
body 

Shiva’s indufgence: Parvab made 'i 
little doll for herself and Shiva attached 
an elephant’s head to it to amuse hej;l 
He then blew Me mto it to fiirtlKn! 
please her As this doll-child grew up, 
he gave ample proof of his mtelhgence 
which ledStova and Parvab to bless tam 
as the lord of success In other words, 
Ganesh had to be prayed to before any 
other god for any project to succeed 
llie story goes that Indra was about 
to appomt Kartick the general of the 
gods But his hand began to tremble 
and he failed to conduct the ceremony 
It was Shiva who then pomted out to 
Indra that he had forgotten to pray to 
Ganesh . 


By Ganesh Pyne 





lur> Vgun re veiling to explim that Ihi 
sleeping (j iiu ch could hacc bf < n in pin d 
bv llu pissing away of Buddha 

( alcutta t hemicals director Kt kh i 
rXisgupta howevei is not too concenitri I 
about whether or not the hon/ohtal fom | 
of the icon was created alter Buddha B it 
she IS very proud of her sleepmg i,anesh 
in stone 1 piece she acquired from Ncpal 
lhat apart she his statues ot Ganesh in 
topaz ivoiy proeclain brass bronze and 
silver I am particularly fond ot this 
half reclined very infonnal Ganesh, she 
says pointmg it an impressive silver piece 
which shows G mesh relaxing on an ornate 
divin with cushions tucked under his 
aims looking vc,rv much fike i bibu of 
19fh century Bengal 

B y the early .JOth century however 
(lanesh had made his way moj t-'e 
offices of Calcutta s renowned barre i rs 
‘Fvery barn''ter of the old school would 
have a Ginesh on his table says Siddhai 
atiH Shankar Kay the hamster pobtinan 
who til) recently was the governor ot 
Punjab C R Das had a (lanesh on his 
table my father (Sudhu- Chandra Rav) had 
one and of course Ixird Sinha had a very 
special Ganesh on his table 

Phe story goes according to Ray that 
when Lord Suiha was still a juraor he 
hardly got any bnefs In despair, he 
accepted a job with the suburban provmcial i 
judical service Meanwhile, a Marwan 2 
client turned up with a brief There was no | 


u'e I ord Sinha told his chent because he 
w IS Ic mug to t ike up his new lob But his 
(lient vv IS idim ml 'l oil must stay he 
told Sinlii >00 hne i bright future 
hc'c And he brought out a smiU Ganesh 
*rom his bag asking him to keep it 
pcrmmtntlv on lus table He finally man 
ig« d to coax Lord Sinha to stay on m 
Calcutta and try his luik with tianesh’s 
blcssmgs 


Padmasau Ganapati (Gosto Kumar) 









.0 dt^.stdries about GatiesH'awi 


‘ trank taie has it that when 
abaad Kartidc came of age, Shiva 
Famti began to worry about 
jbig them married. But before that 
I thoui^ of testing dieir two sons. 
it was decided tl^ whoever re- 
t(J first fr<xn a trip around die 
M would be the winner. Kartick 
u dateiy set off on his peacock. As 
Oaneah, he took it easy and sinqily 
It around his paFent8.’‘'You are my 

id, ' he toid th^ He was married 
?ist. 

'^er the death of the Pandavas and 
iravas, Ved Vyas 
down to meditate. Tte entire 
labhaiat came up clearly ai his 
But he needed someone who 
lid write down the epic as he 
ated the verses. Ved Vyas went to 
ihma, who suggested Ganesh's 

ie. Ganesh agreed, but on the 
dition that he would not stop ev«i 
e while wntmg. Ved Vyas too set a 
dihon: that C^nesh would have to 
t understand the verses and only 
n write them down. Ganesh agreed, 
s helped Ved Vyas. He would come 
with the most difficult of sA/okas 
inever he needed time to arrange 
thoughts. 


4' 




Harsh Neotia: A leading collector | 
Jamini Roy’s Shiva-Durga family with 


Ramananda Bandopadhyay at work 

"Soon Lord Smha became l^e youngest 
member of the standing council for the 
government of Bengal, ’ says Ray "Then 
in 1901 or 1902, I’m not quite sure when, 
he even became the advocate general of 
India ■ Ray is not sure how far the story is 
true, ‘ but ever since, Ganesh has became 
part of the table culture of Calcutta bams 
ters ” True to tradition, he too buys a i 
Ganesh for his office every new year 

Most collectors of Ganesh are not 
dnven b> religious sentiments, but super 
stitions do exist Ms Sen has a European 
Inend who tucks some money under a 
(janesh slat je ca h time he is in a financial 
cnsis'And he believes it works, "saysSen 

Many of Bombay s now culture i rowd 
also appear to believe in tlie power of 
Ganesii ‘ That is why you find a long 
queue ever> Tuesday supposed to be 
Ganesh s day it the Vinayak Temple,” 
says Sen Not all aie devout Hindus 
conforming to religious traditions Among 
the many that flock to this temple in the 
heart of India’s commercial capital quite 
often one finds people dressed m jeans and 
T-shirts, the same people who later that 
same dav can be seen at some posh 
discotheque Ganesh is well entren 
ched in the elite culture of Calcutta, where 

Ganesh in the middle 




; "*« * yes -4 _ 
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By Bikash Bhattachar jee 



By M.F. Husain 

only a few decades ago people would have 
paid mui h more for a Rubens pnnt than a 
Jamini Roy onginal 

"It IS true says Ms Kejnwal, "a 
Marwan buyer may take home a marble 
siulptuie b\ ti<)sto Kumai put a red li/aA 
on It 17 d ptav But as he looks at it 
cveiydas he notices new things and 
learns Ihen he letuins to Ms Kcjriwal 
for another work of art It could he a 
jMinting this time And not necessanly of 
(lanesh And 1 can tell vou he will come 
vet again 

A "regular buyer” has thus been bom, 
for whatevever reason—-aesthetics or so¬ 
cial admiration And where's the harm’ As 
long as Ganapati keeps smibng on Indian 
artn 



















• Agoeepath: Metro (Chuwr- 
uighee Road, 280141)—4 shows. 

Directed by Mukul S. Anand, 
the fiJin Stars Amitabh Bachchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi, Neelam, Danny, Goga 
Kapoor, Archana Puran Singh, 
Aloknath, Kniuni Hattangady, Asha 
Sachdev and Tinnu Anand. The 
music IS by Laxnukant Pyarelal. 

• Amiri Garibi: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road, 249828), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 291090), Khanna 
(Acharya Prafulia Chandra Road; 
552932), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 410417), Jagat 
(Acharya Prafulia Chandra Road, 
365108). 

A film by Harmesh Malhotra, 
starring Jeetcndra, Rekha, Rishi 
Kapoor. Raj Babbar, Poonam Dhil- 
bn and Neelam. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Baburanl: Roxy (Chownng- 


Tapas Paul and Deepika in Ekbaae Aamaar Swarga 

hee Place; 284138)--4 shows. shows. 

Directed by Manick Chatterjee, Directed by K. Bapaiah and with 
the film stars Rekha along with music by l.axmikanl Pyarelal, the 
Rakesh Roshan, Devan Verma, cast mcludes Dilip Kumar, Govin- 

Aruna Irani and litpal Dutt. The da, Madhun Dixit and Anupam 
music is by R.D. Burman. Khcr. 

•IzxatdaartMind (Ganesh Chan- • Jeene Do: Jyoti (Lenin Saram; 
dra Avenue; 274259), Krishna 241132)—4 shows. 

(T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), Kali- Sunjay Dutt, Jackie Shroff, 
ka (Sadananda Road; 478141)—4 Farha, Shakti Kapoor, Kuibhushan 


Anil Kapoor and Shilpa Shirodkar in Klahea Kanbaiya 





Kharbanda, Anupam Kher am 
Amnsh Pun compnse the mail 
cast. The film is directed by Rajesl 
Sethi and the music is by R.D. 
Bumian. 

• Kishen Kanbaiya: Orieni 
(Bentmck Street; 281917), Basus- 
ree (S.P. Mukherjee Road; 
484808), Pumasree (Raja Raj Kis- 
sen Street; 554033)—4 shows; 
Madhuban (Regent Park)—3 
shows. 

A film by Rakesh Roshan, star¬ 
ring Anil Kapoor, Madhuri Dudt, 
Sblpa Shirodkar, Kader Khan and 
Amrish Puri. The music is by Ra- 
jesh Rushan. 

• Kroadb: Opera (Lenin Sarani; 
281849). 

Directed by Shashilal Nair and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
the fitai stars Sunjay Dutt, Sunny 
Deol, Amnta Singh. Sonam and 
Anupam Kher. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S.N. 
Banerjec Road; 241383)—10.45, 
2.15, 5.30, 9; Talbe Show House 
(Shibdas Bhadun Street; 552270), 
Indira (indra Roy Road; 471757), 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street; 
254956)—4 shows. 

The biggest hit of recent times, 
this film stars Sabiian Khan ant 
debutante Bhagyashree. it ii 
directed by Sooraj R. Baijatiya ant 
the music is by Raam Uxman. 


Bengali Films 


• Aaiingan: Uttara (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552200), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road; 478666)—3 shows. 

Directed by Tapan Saha and 
with music by Manoranjan, the 
caSt includes Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Baneijee, Sumitra 
Mukhetyee, Dilip Roy, Subhendu 
Chatteijee, Biplab Chatteijee and 
Shakuntala Barua. 









• EkIuuM Ainiur Swarga: 

RuptMm (Bidhan Sams; 553413), 
Aiuna (Mahatma Candhi Road; 
359561). Bharati (S.P. Mukheme 
Road:j474686)-l. 4. 7. 

Tapaa Paul, Deepika, Suinitra 
Mukheijee, Ruma Guhathakurta 
and Soiwtra Chatteqee are the 
chief attractions ui this fUm. 

• Andlia Blchar: Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteijhe Avenue; 41(>417), Tal¬ 
kie Show House (Stubdas Bhadun 
Street; 552270), Jagat (Acharya 
Pt^iilla Chandra Road; 365108). 

Mithun Chakraborty, Mandaki- 
m. Tamya, Peeps Sahi, Biplab 
ChatteQM and S^shiv Amrapur- 
kar star in this Shakb Samanta film. 


'“‘J'CCl.ll ^ V ml'' 


8*13 April: 3 pm to 8 pm 

An exhibnion of paintmgs by Ami 
Baran Saha. Avpit Chatteijee, 
B.R. Paneaar, Bikash Bhattachar- 
]ee, Chitravanu Mazumdar, Ohar- 
manarayan Dasgupta, Jogen Chow- 
dhury, Lahi Shaw, Manash Chow- 
dhury, Paresh Maity, Prakash 
Kamiakar, Rabin Mon^ Rama- 
nanda Bandopadhyay, Shanu 
Lahin, Suhas Roy, Suid Das and 
Tapan Ghosh. 

At Rachana Art GaBery (4, EIgm 
Road). 

8-13 April 

An exhibition of pamtuigs by 
Dipta Das Gupta in the South 
G^ry. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302) 

8 April: 6 pm 

The concluding evening of 
jhankar Music Circle’s 42nd 
anniversary programme featurs In- 
(franil Bhattacharya (sitar) and 
Ginia Devi (vocal). 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

12 April: 6.15 pm 

Sanskntiki presents an evenuig 
of dasncal music, featuring Budha- 


12 April omranla 

Gr^ *87 will hold a week-long 
exhilrition of pamtmgs si the New 
South Gallery. 

• Ashoke Roy wiB hold his week- 
long exhibition of pemtings m the 
North GaBery. 

14 April onwarda 
E.R.A. wiB hdd a week-long 
exhibition of paintings in the South 
GaBery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Catlmdral Road; 284%2). 

14 April: 6.30 pm 

Stagecraft presents Neil Simon's 
play. Cod's Favorite, directed by 
Rohit Pombra who also acts in 
along with Nandini Vora, Turn Col- 
ah, Kersi Anita, Steve Gomez. 
David Atkins and Chrys Didier 
'Serre. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street) 

TRAVEL 


I’kiiu' 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura timaa arv far Cat- 
aiitta. Ftauraa In braekata 
danata m daya, 1 baing 
RRanday. 



Badhaditya Miikbarjaa 

dkys Mukheijee (sitar) and KiWi- 
na Chaknvarty (vocal). Tabla 
accompuibnent by Rgjkumar Miin 
and Bi^ Sengupta. 

At G.D. BMa^bhagar (Queens 


Inti’i n.iOfiii.il 


Calcutta-Bombay-LoBdoa- 
New York: Dep. (2); Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Calcatta-DcIhl-ilome- 
Frimkfiirt: Dep. (7); AI-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-DclIii-PariB-LoiidoB; 
Dep. (7): AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Caleutta-Baagkok- 
Tokyo: Air. (5): Al-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5); AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcatta- 
BomDay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6); AI-309 at 2015. 
Now York-London-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

Loadoa-DelU-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): A1-132/AI-1320 at 1340. 
Moacow-Dubal-Calcutta: Air. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Cakntta-Dubal-MMCow: Dep. 
(4); SU-S38at 1825. 
Ammaa-Calentta-Ammaa: 
Air. (1. 4): R)-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): lU-181 at 0830. 
Caleutta-Sliigapora: Dep. (2); 
SQ416 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ-413 at ISSO; Arr. (2): SQ-llfi 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
CaJeutta-Bangkok: Air. (2. 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1640. Arr. (1. 3. 6): 
<rG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4, 7): 
K:-231 at 1060, Dep. (1, 3. 6): 

K -314 at 1^ 

Ihl-CalcHUa-Dhaka: Arr. 
<H)i IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): I 


lC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Dcllil: Arr. 
(6)- IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
IC-844 at 121 .S. 

Calcutta-Kathmandn: Dep. (2, 

4. 6, 7): IC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1, 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Arr. (2, 4, 6, 
7): lC-248 at 191^ Air. (1, 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 

Calentta-Dhaka: Dep. (1, 2. 4, 

5, 7): lC-223 at 1340, D^ (2, 4, 

6) : BG4)92 at 1130, Dep. (1. 3, 7); 
BG4)94 at 1800, Dep. (5): BG-096 
at 2100: Arr. (1, 2,4, 5, 7); IC-224 
at 1540, Arr. (2, 4, 6): BG-091 at 
1015, Air. (1, 3, 7): BG-093 at 
1645, Arr. (5): BG-09S at 1945. 
Cateutta-CUttagoiig: Dep. (3, 
6); lC-225 at 1330, Dep. (2, 5); 
BG-698 at 1315; Air. (3, 6): IC- 
226 at 1550, Air. (2, 5); BG-697 at 
1230. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2. 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Atr. (2, 5)r KB-105 at 
1330. 


Diinuslu' 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): AI 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 a 
2015. 

Bombuy-Calcntu: Arr. (5); AI 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-DeUil: Dep. (7): AI 




DelU-Caleatta: Air. (1): AI- 
1320at 1340.; Air. (7); AI-11228t 
0330. 


Calcutta-Delhl; Dep (daily). IC- 
263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1710; 
Arr. (daily)' IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1920, Dep. (1, 2, 3,5, 6, 

7). IC-176 at 0845; Arr. (daily); 
IC-274 at 1830. Air. (1, 2, 3, 5. 6. 
7): IC-175 at 0755 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (dmiy) 
IC-265 at 1640; Ait. (daily) IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Baugalore: Dep. (2. 
3, 4, 5. 6, 7). IC-271 at 1400; Art. 
(2. 3. 4, 5. 8. 7)' OC-272 at 1945. 
Calcutta-Vlaag-Madraa; Dep. 
(1. 2. 4, 6); IC-542 at 0730; Air. 
(1, 2, 4, 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1320; Arr. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 

Calcutta-Dibnigarh: Dep. (l, 
2,3, 4, 5, 6): IC-201 at 1130; Air. 
(1, 3, 5. 6): IC-202 at 1245, Air. 
(2, 4): IC-202 at 1500. 


Calcutta-Teipur-Jorhat- 
Guwabatl-Calcutta: Dep. (3, 5, 
7): lC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5, 7): 
lC-213 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Dimapur: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5, 6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Air. (1, 3, 5. 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1.320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2, 4): 
IC-243 at 1030, Dep. (3, 5, 6, 7); 
lC-243 at 0600, Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400; Arr. (daily). IC-242 at 
0900 Arr. (2, 4): lC-244 at 1230, 
Arr. (3, 5, 6, 7). IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1): lC-244 at 1600. 
Cutcutta-SIlchar-Imphul: Dep. 
(daiy): lC-255 at 0600; Air. (dai- 
N): IC-2S6 at 1030. 
Culcutta-Bhubaueshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabud: Dep. (3, 
a 6): lC-269 at 1710; Air. (3. 5, 

6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-HydcMbad: Dep. (1, 
2, 7): lC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1, 2, 

7) : lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Bart Blair: Dep. (2. 
4): IC-285 at 0545; Air. (2, 4): 
IC-286 at lOia 

Cakutta-Port Blair-Car Nlc»- 
ban Dep. (Ik IC-287 at 0545; 
Air. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Rauchl-Patna- 
Lueknow-Oelhl: Dep. (1, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7): lC-410 at 0830; Arr. (1,3, 
4, 5, 6. 7): IC-409 at 1420. 


Calcutta-Sbllloag-Ouwabatl- 
Silchar. Dep. PF-701 at 
0940; Air. (daily): PP-7Q2 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooeh Baban Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2,4,6,7);FF-706at09ia 
Calcutta-Ouwabatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabari-Mbrugarb: Dep. (1, 
3, 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Air. 
(1, 3, a 7): Ilf-7107738 at 1725 
Caleutta-Imphal-DImapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115 
Arr. (2,4,6): PP-728 at 174a 
Calentta-Agartala4(aiiiaipar- 
Kallaahar-Agartala-Caletttta: 
dep. (2, 4, 6): PP-729 at 0550; 
Air. (2, 4, 6): PP-730 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Jfamahadpur: Dep. 
(1. a 5): PF.717 at 0600; Alt. (1. 
a5):PF-718at0800. 
Caleutta-Aguttaia: Dep. (1, 3, 
a 7): PF-729A at0550; Air. (1, 3, 
a 7) nf-73QA at 0830. 
Cdeatta-Alml-Silelmn Dqx 
fdal]^ PP-706 at 1120; Air. (dai- 























ly) PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcatta>Rourkela>Ruichi: 
Dep. (1. 3, 5)- PF-715 at 0600; 
Aft-. (1. a 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta'Guwaluti-LilalMri- 


Zlro-Dapariao: Dep. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Ait. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

01bnigarh-Paaal(luit>Aloaf: 


Dep. (1, a S): PF-723 at 1045; 
Air. (1. a 5): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-JaiBriwdpiir-PatBa: 

Dep. (2, 4. 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Air. (a4,6):PF-726atl04a 

CaIciitta>Dkaaba4>Oay4 

PatBa>DhaBba4'CaleiiUi 

Dep. (1, a 5): PP-737 at 060 
Art. (I.a 5 ):nf- 738 atll 0 a 


I r.iins 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Hoanrnh 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

DaUd Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

aoofi 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mail v« Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2361 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Now DoNil) lx- 
praaa via Oaya-Varanasi 

184)0 

2382 



Dep —Tubs . Thori & Sat 

Am —Wed . Fn & Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 
praaa vw Pama 

184)0 

2304 



Dep —Mon . Wed. Fn & Sun 
Arrl —Mon, Tuea Thura & 





Sat 



2301 

16-30 

Raldhani Expreaa 5 days a 
week 

114)0 

2302 



Dap —Mon . Tues . Thurt. FrI 
& Sun 





Arrl —Tuea , Wed , Thura . 
Sal & Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp. 

Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dep—Tuea, Fn & Sat 

Am —Tuea , Wad & Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanohal (Qorakhpur) Ex- 

4-15 

2548 



praaa 

Dep—Mon & Thura 

Am —Thura & Sun 



3009 

204)5 

Doon Expreaa via Grand 

Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Tooian Expraaa via Main Una 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-06 

Amritaar Expraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Expraaa via Main Une 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Expraaa via 
Main Una 

Lucknow Expraaa 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Expraaa 

54X) 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

KanchaniunBa Expraaa 

20-60 

2558 

5659 

17-36 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Expraaa 

8-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Expraaa 

21-26 

3318 

XX 

3029 

17-16 

CoaHlaid Expraaa 

10-30 

3036 

18-20 

Aaanaoi Expraaa 

8~t6 

3038 

3031 

21-00 

Dan^r Eitpraaa 

6-35 

3032 

3026 

23-00 

North Bihar Expraaa 

Dap —Wadnaaday 

4-16 

3026 



AitI.—F riday 



3071 

22-06 

JamaWd TMHMkIy Bnroaa 
Dap— Tuea, Thura a Sat 

64)0 

3072 



Arrl—Mon. Thura. 6 Sat 



3016 

9-56 

Santlnlkotan Expraaa 

15-»5 

3016 

2159 

16-26 

Chambal (Owaller) Trl- 

7-30 

2160 



waokiy Suparfaat Expraaa 
Dap—Thura, Sat 6 Sun 





Arrl —Tuea , Wad & Thura 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Expraaa 

Dap-Tuaa A 

Arn— Sat A Sun 

730 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Bhaktlpu^ (Chopan) 

DapAArr—Mon A FrI 

7-30 

3328 



RdMfttali 



3143 

3163 

3151 

194)0 

21-40 

11-20 

DanaaHng MaE 

8-46 

6-16 

16-30 

3144 

3154 

3152 

dour Expraaa 

Jammu Tawi Expraaa 

Muflhal Saral Expraaa via 
SBQ Loop 

3133 

20-45 

12-80 

3134 

3103 

6185 

18-20 

12-40 

BhaglratM (Lalgola) Enroaa 
Chhapra Expraaa Bl-Wa^ 

10-25 

4-30 

3104 

5186 


Dap 6 Arrt —Wad 6 Sun 


Oapaiaira SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AMwl 


Up 

Tkna 

Momrmk 

Tima 

On 

6003 

214X) 

Madraa Mail 

6-30 

hoo* 

8002 

20-16 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 
EXPRESS 

7-10 

8001 

2860 

1325 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Expraaa 

' 14-15 

2850 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmadabad Expreaa 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

154X) 

Coromandal (Madraa) Expraaa 

11-16 

2842 

2611 

22-36 

Bangaiora Expraaa 

Dep—Tuee 

Arrl—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Expraaa 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

lapat Expraaa 

21-56 

6012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Expraaa 

6-45 

6006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Expraaa 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Expraaa 

7-45 

6410 

2821 

64)0 

Dhaull (Bhubanaawar) Expraaa 

21-30 

2822 

6079 

23-15 

Tirupatl Expraaa 

4-30 

6060 

8045 

11-30 

Eaat Coaat (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
praaa 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Expraaa 

Dap—Except Saturday 

Am—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Howrah- 
Trlvandrum Central Expraaa 
Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Cantral-Howrah- 
Quwahatl Expraaa 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
Quwahatl Weakly Expraaa 
(via Vlaakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Tarmlnua Weakly Expraaa 
(via Howrah A Vleakha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

iS-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
tupariast Expraaa 
(via Vlaakhapatnam A 
jyiadras) 

Dap—Fri A Sun 

Am — Tuea A Fri 

13-45 

2851 

2874 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangalora City 
Waakly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-16 

a 


14-lt> 

Bangaiora CIty-Ouwahatl 
WaaMy Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttaek) 

Monday only 

13-48 

2673 

2810 

22-35 

PAtna-CoehIn Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Express (via 

«x-1-* 

nowrsni 

Thursday only 

22-16 


— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 

13-46 

2608 


Patna Waakly Expiaaa ^ 
Howrah) 

Wadnaaday only 


■NQUMIU: For rotiml tha eloak Information of laatam 
RaHiway tralna, plaa a a dial 20S84B-B4 fgr I n aoo i l ngtra l n a; 
20SB3M4 for all othar Informatlona. For Information 
about raaarvatlona on Baatam and South laatam RaUwayo 
tralna. dial 203S00 (from S am to S fun on wraokdaya and S 
am to S pm on Sundaya and paaattad holldaya). 
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FlU. BA8KETI SomalMns pndoiw to btbig ctnM In 
baafcM •!»«•. What can H bat Draw toiM kwn dot to dot 


a PIOGV BANKEni Cotns in my piggy bank — ntckala. 
dimos and quarters — total $2 80 H lhara ara aqua) 
numbaia of tha thraa coma, how many o( aach valua ara 
in fha bank’ mn* i«»» to oum u«*s 



HOCUS-FOCUS 


NO 6KATIH& 
Tmin ice 


NO 6iCATm 
TODAY 


CAN you TRUST YOUR EYES? Thara ara at toad dx dWar- 
ancat m drawing dwant baiwaan top and bottom panato How 
quickly can you find tham? Check anawari wMh thoaa balow 
iuotm> a U0I8 e J*inw« a nnoo « Suhmu a ipoo 
a momupMutoa t mmmm’V ( Oiwauiaitaiiiaa i.«aouaiaiM 


aABOUT MCei Mllwt hav* 
wb hwt Ism batow^ aanll- 
iiiB. kMly bdfcdr'a law? Yaa, 
and no. far our baliar Mand 
haa a dual paraonaMy. Simply 
aiwt your ayaa to Ma pmaant 
vlaapa and tuni tha drawing 
imaida down. Proato. you wIS 
di a oowor a grhn-faaad profaa- 
aor w aa iin g a mortarboar d - a 
oo mp lo t a l y dNfdront fwraon. 



1 2 3 4 5 


IQ 


WORD SQUARE PUZZUM 
FIva ttva-tottar wonto (one ol wMoh 
to akaady In ptoca) ara raqukad to 
oomptole Ihia word square. How 
quickly can you puzzis Siam out? 


2. Lava, NaUan atyls. 

S. Kind of a fliiali. 

4. Santa Pa. Oragon, or 
Chtoholni. for aa. 

B* Talapliona word iabaady In 


W a m a m bar a word aquara to 
made up of a group of words diat 
road the same both acroas and 
down. 

oam s aui » iWou c oww t'vma i 


FUNSPOT 



HIQHER UPt Who’s king of tha hill — man or basal? Add colora 
nastty above. Number cede: 1—Rad. >—Lt Mua. 3—Vallow. 4—Lt 
brown. S-Ptosh tones. S-U. gray. T-Ok. brown. »-Purpto. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points tor using all tha 
lattart In the word balow to form 
two cempiata words 

FRONTIER 


THEN score 2 points aach for all 
words of four totters or more 
found among the letlars 

Try to score at toast M pstnis. 

'yMiy EUMEOM) ElQiMOi^ 
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March 21 —April 20 

Hectic romance, 

_ rapid rewolver-fire 

communication a trip with a $to- 
pover and a possible legal mat¬ 
ter coming to the fore constitute 
the week Romance will be In¬ 
tense and passionate, but 
separations are also sudden and 
bitter Those In collaborations, 
sales and distribution do well 
April 8-10 could be slightly dis¬ 
turbing 

AURUS 

I April 21-May 20 

The focus this week 

_ IS on subordinates, 

servants, colleagues, |olnt fi¬ 
nances. pets and projects 
Health precautions are a must 
Work and career take prece¬ 
dence, but an affair Is not ruled 
out A job hop Is possible, so 
also are funds for businessmen 
You may have to trgvel for an 
Important assignment or a strict¬ 
ly personal attachment 

- ^ EMiNI 

W Msy 21—<Juns 20 

" The luck of the draw 

_ and your intelligence 

and insight place you well ahead 
of your rivals The law of aver- 
agra works In your favour You 
dance and sing and play right 
into the heart of your loved one 
Contracts will be signed and 
money will pour into your wallet 
You will be ever energetic 
Travel plans will be finalised 
chUdblrth, conception and de¬ 
coration or renovation are the 
trends of the home front 

ANCER 

Jun# 21—July 20 

^ House, home, family 

_ and property are 

strongly slated But your work 
wMl also demand the best from 
you You could be caught In this 
cross-fire You have a fair share 
of romance Buying, selling and 
shopping are also signified Ten¬ 
sion and pressure could tell on 
your health, but by the weekend 
everything will be smoothed out 
Travel Is a certainty 


■ July 21—AuguM 21 

Visits, Interviews. 

_conferences and 

meets keep you busy It Is just 
the right time to sign documents 
and contracts, and come to set¬ 
tlement In legal matters You will 
be amorous, chivalrous, elo- 
queni and lyrtcai You will have 
ffplendld opportunities to •ug- 
inent Income Your health re¬ 
mains fine A trip possibly with a 
stopover, IS IlkeV 



IRQO 

m' August 22—Sspi 22 

" The name of the 

-' game is finance, be it 

loans, joint-funds. Investments, 
capital raising, monetary trans¬ 
actions and business deals Ro¬ 
mance promises a lot of activi¬ 
ties As far as health goes, you 
are on a slightly tricky wicket 
You will travel either for business 
or pleasure House warpimg and 
Installation of gadgets are also 
on the cards 


BIRTHDAYS 


April 8 

Libra moon. Western astrology 
Those Interested in the arts end 
research should fare well It is 
travel time and irillance time 
as well. 

AprtI 8 

tririf dragon's head Sol- 
•ntlsti. musicians and those m 
tsiawmmUnioaJioins and disc- 
'irani0 find tbis trine exoapiidnai- 

VtfiA th4 oobici QQUidJMl fOUtfti 
yw wW h^i%ie w mm 
•dthi^ fpr firtal irtampft.^ 


I IBRA 

. S«pt 2S-Oet 22 
• The full moon In your 

- sign according to 

Western astrology, makes you 
romantic, flighty and attractive 
Take care for your enemies will 
be active too By Apnl 11 you will 
be well on top arid have com¬ 
plete control over anything under 
sight Fancy and imagination 
fuse into high creativity 
Chances of winning a lottery are 
likely 


switch IS on the cards A transfer 
Is mors than possible, so Is a 
home away from home Time to 
chance your luck 

iMM’ii 12 

Moon square Mars You do not 
have to be rude or egoistic to 
prove a point A change of dirac- 
tlon In your work Sfld.fW» !» 
probable It couldl^ 
tor matters of ths hwtt. 

April 13 

Seorpio-.$a8lttanus moon. VVeat- 
em astrolpgy Moon Changes 
algq today, making you mdblls, 
active, alert and deftmtafy aware 
of your own imporfance as wsU 


merit Friends and wsA-wlihers 
wWiatand by you. 

April 14 ^ 

ssktile Node, WHs i ro ^ 
a«r^/: OaspiM prasatiM* yak 
vMt ge^fm well. It Is beat» 
dipumatldand caioulaflfl(k>Ydiir' 
mm and manoeuvre».ia)pv 
tiim your 


- CORPiO 

Oct 2 S-NOV 22 

The weak signifies 

_ expenses, journeys. 

secret affairs. Illness in eldws 
and m-laws arid perhaps a alight 
confusion on the domestic 
scene In romance, you go 
through the fun gamut of emo¬ 
tions and stay your beloved 
Buying, selling and trading pro¬ 
vide all the action you need 
Collaborations are foretold 
Visits to hosmtals or dines are 
not ruled out 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 23 — 0 «c 20 

The main trends are 

- romance, business 

alliance, travel, publicity, sales 
boost, celebrations and fraternis¬ 
ing Romantic activttles will be 
passionate and in plenty Do not 
worry about your health Mail, 
call and telex are the subsiHutes 
for travel Home and kids could 
be bitter-sweet, though dilldren 
rule the roost Money will pour In 

APRICORN 

■ Doe 21—Jon 19 

Despite hassles 

_ vexations and 

ealousies you do soar financially 
ana spiritually Romance prom¬ 
ises a lair slice of cake Finencial 
matters improve April 11 and 12 
are ideal to buy or sell You may 
expect a promotion by May 
Take care of your health Unless 
necessary It is best to avoid 
journeys and instead build up 
financial muscles 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Fob 18 

The full moon helps 

_ you to take the nght 

decisions It Is just the right time 
to travel, communicate and thus 
extend your orbit of Influence 
The cash register will rattle and 
your pocket will be full Romance 
will be dose on the heels of 
finances Do not listen to Idle 
gossip A journey is likely and 
you could meet your soul mate. 
Joys of happy domesticity are 
v^ much tlwe 

- iSCES 

Fob le-Morch 20 

Plenty of action on 

_ the home, finandal 

and speculative frontiers Shifl, 
transfer, journey and commuting 
are highlighted Loane, funds. 
Investments, buying and selHng 
are the other salient features of 
the week A job hop Is probable 
Romance is a strong possibility. 
A chronic health proMam will 
emerge Kids bring joy Howev¬ 
er. expect discomfiture and up¬ 
sets on the home front 


















I'M SORRY. eVERYBOOV... 
IT WAS IMPOUITB AND < 
THOUGHTLESS OP ASE TO 
LEAVE BEFORE YOU WERE 
\ . FINISHED 
























































































































AN UN5EASOlABLfi SnXM. INfiXATEN^ 
TM6 UVeS ON ME-MAN, MAN-AT-ARMS 
ANO THE CREW OF TME SMARR' 


5V'V., O’ 

;«yK'VJ ’*'1''V- 

'■■' ' '■>■, ''V * ‘i ^ 


■ ■ 


IN THE SREAT NOmEI^N 6EA ME - MAN 
TAKES DESPERATE MEASURES 


IF I CAN'T STOP THE STOeM 
THIS STORM WILL SEND THE ' SNARK" 
ANP ITS CREW 
POWH IN MINUTES' 


SCMEMOW IVE 
EOT TO REACH 
the EVE OF THIS 
57DRM ' 






A^ADE IT' NOW/ I Mope r 

REMEMBER BASIC ETERNIAN 
SCIENCE CLASSES . 


M' 


I'4 


IF I CAN SPLASH 
ENOUSH WATER UP 
INTO the eve of this 
STORM 


r tv 






Siliiifii 








I'VE Lost the eve - the stocm's 

MO/IN© ON ' BUT DID I ffET 

ENOUSH water up ,, _ _ 

i IN TWB AR IN TIME * 


























Was that a Budget, Prof.Madhu Dandavate, or jaws? 
Photograph by RAJ SETHI 
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te* “4=rssMSt“?^ -H 

never dreamt ^ ^ 10 500 5^^ 

Z -7 600 

,0500 

Hospitalisation Benefit PW 350 25500 

under840* 52750 

theSwuml^ys^revouaf®'"^^^ ,^nn» 82 500 

----■"“■ IT ■ jaT” 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 
^^^OUoAD 


M E P ^ ^ IJM 


cotrrouRAOSNiA i«»»> 


11402 


India's 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That’s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera. 






AM. 
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SuRffper Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 














One-$kled 

We are <88tres8ed 
at your reports (Hkov- 
ery of an unboisr nexus 
easting between Mr Fbu) 
. Key and the audiorities of 
Xavier's School (March 
4), /la parents whose sons 
him admitted in die 
sdKxd, we are sooy that 
parents like Mr Kanan 
Chanfaa (March 2S) had 
the occasion to visit Mr 
nul Roy’s “oouped up flat” 
to allow his ward to be in 
"the ciudimg hand (rf smart 
businessman” and to 
undergo a “mutilBted learn' 
h^ process” to seek admis¬ 
sion m St Xavier’s School. 

Presumably Mr Chan- 
dra's hick did not favour 
him and hence sudi an 
msinuatkxL We never had 
such ffli eiqperience. 'There 
is no mystery there, 
either. Admittedly, admis¬ 
sion to any good school 
anywhere in the country is 
more an eiimkiation dian an 


admisaion test Parents 
have no OotiGn but to put 
their warib through sud 
rigors, since the rat race 
ha» been aBowed to go by 
us and ocv state govein- 
weat 

Desfate adequate sub- 
skhea, a band ct wdi-paid 
teachOT wid a host ol oEBc- 
ere under the state educa¬ 
tion directcHate to oversee 
the functions of sdnols, 
hanfly any language sdiool 
takes afqiropnate care to 
develop then students. If 
the Btvxiard (rf the maimity 
of the schools was not 
aBowed to deteriorate so 
much, the so-caBed ‘rat 
race’ for admisskm in a 
good sdhool would never 
have started. 

That hang the crux of 
the problem, your reporter 
dwelling on the problem of 
admisskm a^ieared to be 
one-sided and malicious. It 
was only a feeble attempt 
to tarni^ the image a 
'Well-run missionary sdiool, 
where money, miisde or 


Rekha: An I/fsavto remonber 



inOiimce never worked for 
admiadon, 

K.8. Baiit R«t and 

S. snk% 

Calcutta 

■ The atoty was hiddly 
written, but omitted one 
vital beet of die admisaion 
game: the enotmoua dout 
the atafi baa. A teacher is 
not ody aide to acknit ins/ 
her children to that sdiool, 
but also die cfaBdren of re¬ 
latives and frimids, so that 
each institution Im com¬ 
plete circles of fan^S 
being educated there. 

Shouldn’t this Teacher's 
quota’ be cut down? 
Khokn Chondhory, 
(Calcutta 

■Nowadaya it is ahnoat an* 
posaiUe to get a child 
admitted to a reputed 
school without paying a 
'donation’. That counts 
more than the chBd’a per¬ 
formance in the admisaioa 
test 

In most cases, the touts 
have links with die principal 
of the sdiool who eijoys 
the Gon’s share of the 
'donattoos'. 

Javed Nlihat, 

(Calcutta 

Keep It Up! 

Wow! What a blow-up of 
Rekha (March 18). Candid 
Camera really has a dass of 
its own. 

S.D. Gupta, 

SiGguii 

■ We were expecting 
something of this kind in 
the Colour Magazine. 
Thanks so much for that 
gorgeous photograph. 
However, you should have 
given a short profile of 
Rekha, the actress. 

PJR. Chbetri, 

Cooch Behar 

■ The camera was not 
very candid nor was the 
caption explanatory about 
Rekha’s marriage to 
Mukesh AgarwaL I had ex¬ 
pected a detailed report 
about her previous 'mar- 


The Telegraph 

15 APRIL 1990 


T.v., 

Calcutta 
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B Fran, the eternal 

villain, has been leenn;; and 
sneering on the silver screen 
for more than 50 years now 
And there’s no one to match 
his evil eye vet 


■T Today is Poila Baisakh 
So what’s new* Ask the 
Bengali businessman 


18 


■ A photofeature on 

the nvei rafting expedition on 
the Alakananda 

SECTIONS 
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30 Candid Camera 
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C ome Chaitra, the last 
month (A the Bengrii 
calendar and once agam 
the dty prepares itself to cele¬ 
brate the new year. Poda 
Baaakh, the first day of the 
Bengafi New Year, falls on 
Aprfi 14 or IS, and » assoa- 
at^ with a festive atmos- 
phen. Ontfaiaday, tfaebuaiest 
site ie« of course, the 
Kali temple at Kahghat. It is 
also this day on wl^ every 
businessman in Bengal starts a 
new account of their bustness 
activitiea. So, the Hal Khata 
Ptya (worship of the new 
account/ledger book) remains 
a matter ci cardinal inteiest 
among shopkeepers and 
buamenmen alike. Naturally, 
Kaligliat becomes a verit¬ 
able beehive of activities 
Businessmen and traders 
throng there m large numbers 
to have their new account 
books duly worshipped by 
pnests and blessed by the 
gods. 

Poila Baisakh also turns 
Kahghat into a market place 
Heaps of new, dark-red ledger 
and accouiU books are sold out 
quickly. The seller even 
finds It difficult to retain one 
for hunself. Pnests are also 
very much in demand on this 
auspicious day lliey swiftly 
move firum one businessman 
to another so as to grab the 
maximum number of clients 
The Hal Khata is worship¬ 
ped along with small idols of 
Ganesh and Lakshmi which are 
also sold briskly at Kahghat 
Whole Lakshmi is the goddess 
of wealth, Ganesh is consi¬ 
dered to be the god of busi¬ 
ness and prosperity, for his 
blessings may turn a vendor 



into a multi-milbondire 'Hie 
idols and new ledger books are 
placed on a small wooden plat¬ 
form and garlanded with fresh 
flowers, available in plenty 
with the nearby sellers '1 hen, 
the priest performs the usual 
ntes ''Bishnuram tadsadeshwa 
banijwa briddhipurbak 
Kanshwe " he chants per¬ 
fectly He then dips a new 
one-rupee com m a bowl of 
vermilion and presses it 
agamst the new ledger book to 
give a perfect impression He 
next dips his forefinger in a 


mixture of vermilion and oil, 
draws a neat Swastika figure 
on the ledger book and 
touches his ctent’s forehead, 
thus completing the Hal Khata 
piqa. 

On this day, shopkeepers 
and businessmen mvite their 
regular customers 1 hose who 
are well-to-do arrange for 
dandcanarayan seva (feeding 
the poor) For once the beg¬ 
gars do not have to solKit 
alms These flow m freely 
Besides businessmen, profes¬ 
sionals from all walks of life 


gather here on Poila Baisakh 
to have their bread-earmng 
instruments duly and solemnly 
worshipped. One need not be 
surpn^ to come across a 
new autonckshaw or handcart 
being taken there to be bles¬ 
sed by the lord 

Although the Kahghat tem¬ 
ple area bustles with activity 
on Poila 

Baisakh, the aty sports a fes¬ 
tive look long before the actual 
day While shc^eepers and 
businessmen clear their old 
stock before a new year sets 
m, the market automatically 
gears up It is also the time to 
wear new clothes and almost a 
month before Poila Baisakh, 
dresses and dress material 
as wefl as several other house¬ 
hold commodities and goods of 
dady use are sold at reduced 
prices. Cnes ott>ada ki lagbe, 
Dab ki lagbe, sale, sale, s^" 
rend the am. Even the most 
reluctant buyer wiO not be 
spared from buying some- 
thng 

Poila Baisakh also reminds 
us that Kabi Paksha (Tagore 
foitnifdit) IS round the comer. 
For. ni Bengal, Tagore’s birth 
anniversary is celebrated 
widely The Bengali New Year 
also means good busuiess for 
publishing houses as the occa¬ 
sion IS marked by the release 
of a number of publications 
And It IS also the time to greet 
one another with sweets 

While the temple bells ‘rmg 
out the old’ and ‘ring m the 
new’ year, people throng the 
wayside bookstalls to buy new 
calendars and almanacs to find 
what the new year holds m 
store fur them 
Indranath Chattopadhyay 



•Coins: I would like to ex¬ 
change some foreign corns for 
anything of corresponding 
vakie. C^tact Dr Hmido Pan- 
dfit, 3, Baiak Dutta Lane, Cal- 
cutta-7U0 007. 

•Books: I would like to ex¬ 
change two volumes of the 
novd Anna Karenuu by Leo 
Tolstoy (Soviet print m hard 
covers) ^ the book Mystery 
sad the Occult (^tactAshfa- 
que Ahmed, 10/A, Imdad Afi 
Lane, Calciitta-16. 


•MBBS Papers: I wish to 
exchange the complete set of 
papers of Bnlhant Tutorials for 
MBBS-1988 for anything of 
corresponding value. Write to 
SaiKhita Guha, 106/B, Bakul 
Bagan Road, Calcutta- 
700 025. 

•Spectrum and Personal 
computer: I offer a Sinclair 
ZX spectrum and personal 
computer (128K) for anythuig 
of corresponding value. Con- 
tact Mah^ Chandak, P-175, 


Lake Town, Block-A, Cal- 
cutU-700 089. 

•Comics: I offer the com¬ 
plete set of Indrajal Comics 
from the very first issue 
agamst two badmmton rack¬ 
ets. I also offer a Japanese 
model Sanyo Walkman 
(stereo) against a tape- 
recorder. Write to M.K. 
Choudhury, Flat No. 422, 
Ashiana Centre. Adityapur- 
831013. 

•Fans: 1 would hke to ex¬ 


change a DC ceilmg fan and a 
DC table fan for a dmmg table- 
chair set of four. Contact 
Basu, 82 Moore Avenue, Cal¬ 
cutta-40. 

• Kick-start pedal: I would 
fake to have a kick-start pedal 
of Sportif moped for I 
offer anythmg of correspond¬ 
ing value. Write to S. SuniDcu- 
mar Sm^, C/o S. Nigthennao 
Smgh, Leewa Road, Impnal 
79500L 
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T hey are not the dream children of a 
growing industrial society. They 
scream and quarrel, bum themselves at a 
tea stall or simply sweat it out at roadside 
eating houses, garages, redli^t areas. 
That’s childhood for them. 


NOBODY'S 


At night, whether it’s freezing Decem¬ 
ber or sultry April, they sleep in the 
squalor of the battered pavements. 0£B- 
cially, there are nearly one lakh such 
children on Calcutta’s streets. You can find 
them roaming the lanes and bylanes 
preaching "a lesson of patience to man¬ 
kind'’. 

Street children were always kept out of 
the reckonmg by the state government, 
for they never posed any threat to the dty 
except adding to the squalor. Ignored by 
society and rejected by their parents, they 
thrive on the leftovers and offer cheap 
labour to both open and clandestine busi¬ 
ness urats of the dty. The miserable lot of 
these children would have gone complete¬ 
ly unnoticed had the recent survey on the 
children by the state government’s social 
welfare department not come out with 
some bitter truths. The findings have 
maite the government sit up though the 
state is yet to take any steps. 'Dus is 
bcnne out by the fact that tte proposal of 
the Institute of Psychological and Educa¬ 
tional Research (IPER) to set up a shelter 
in an abandoned place in New Mvket area 
recently was turned down. 

In the sprawling Rabindra Kanan, the 
only breathing pbce in the cmigested 
Chitpore Road area, a number of street 
urchins play m the evening when they get 
time off from Jobs at a local market. 
Mohsin, a 12-year-old boy who works in a 
tea stall near Oriental ^mmary School, 
occasionally joins them. In the summer, he 
sleeps in the parks, in the winter he finds a 
shelter in the shanties nearby. Mohsin’s 
father lost his job in a small factory in 
Garden Reach. His father returned to his 
village in Nadia along with him. Mohsin 
lived there for a couple of days, but did not 
like the place. He ran away, boarded a 
train in Krishnagar and returned to Garden 
Reach. From there, he escaped following 
some disturbance in which he threw 
stones at the police. Rabindra Kanan is his 
home now. “People here are warm. I get 
money and sleep safely in the park or the 
pavement,” he said. 

Calcutta's street children form a com¬ 
munity of their own. The demographers 
say that most of them were driven onto 
the streets by the torture of their parents. 

Calcutta is not the only city to have 
homeless childrea In Nicaragua, nearly 
12,000 orphans had to take to the streets 
following the war between the Sandinista 
government and the cmitras. In Brazil, 
Venezuela and Mexico too, war led to an 
increase in the number of childrai on the 







CHILD 


badt, one sudi voluntary wganisation 
conducted a camp at the Indian Museum 
for the schoolinR of rootless ctuktren. The 
noted Indo-An^ian writer, Muik 
Anand, also participated in a camp, 
teaching the children to draw. The Society 


The state govatiment's survey brought 
to focus lesser known tecta of th^ life and 
the (^pressing trends of their behaviour. 
The survey ^ that most of the dty’s 
street diiklren live in downtown Calcutta 
including BBD Bag and Seaklah. Each of 
Calcutta’s 141 wards has a populatkm of 
500 children. They seek shelter on railway 
stations, and bus stands, in commercid 
centres. 

Elaborating on the profession of such 
children, the survey jointed out that a 
large number of them eke out their hvi^ 
from be^ng—either individually or with 
the ‘helping hand' of the organised ring of 
antisodals. But they also survive by 
polishing shoes, hawl^, stealing and 
even getting involved in the flesh trade, 
accord^ to the siuvey. 

There are some who pass the whole day 
on the; streets before they return to their 
parents at night. Another group of children 
consists of orphans, living on their own. 
Theirs is a tou^ and savage life. These 
children are driven to antisocial activities 
including petty thefts, smuggling, gambling 
and dnig tracking. 

Near Nimtala t^t in north Calcutta 
lives Patu, a 14-year-dd boy, sheltered by 
Ravi in a shanty nearby. Patu had come to 
the burning ghat when he was just five 
years old. His mother had died the pre¬ 
vious night. After his mother's death he 
had nowhere to go. Ravi, who helps 
dispose dead bodies, took him under his 
wing. But the child now smokes hashish 
expertly and works more than 12 hours, 
loading and unloading boats during the day 



and helping in the burning ghat at ni^ 
During street brawls, he can be quite 
fierce, whidi this writer saw first hand. 
The state government’s survey pointed 
out that "exposed to vices of adult life, 
these children are somewhat hostile and 
withdrawn to outsiders, refosing to trust 
anyone.” 

The third group includes children who 
have run away fr^ parents in search d 
greener pastures in the chy. They spend 
most of their lives working in roadride 
hotels. They occasionally meet their pa¬ 
rents and offer their share of income. 
Some of these children are employed by 
shopkeepers but their daily wages are 
taken away by their parents. 

O ne of the reasons why the state 
government has taken notice of such 
children is the rising rate of crimes in 
which these children get involved. Laht 
Maity (12) was arrest^ from the seedy 
Watgunge area for snatching a foreigner’s 
wristwatch in the red light area. He was 
taken to court and mi intenrogation, the 
boy admitted "What do I live on when 
begging does not fetch money? I have to 
steal. I am not afraid of anyone. Why 
should I be, when there is no one to care 
for me?” A professor of api^d psycholo¬ 
gy, perhaps, touched the ri^t chord when 
he said> “Children who grow up like this 
are extraordinarily difficult to tackle. 'They 
are extremely independent, not amenable 
to logic or pursuasion. Their mental trends 
are depressingly suicidal.” 

Juvenile court sources have said that 
just a day's hearing reveals a frightening 
picture of how the chddren were employed 
in smu£^g iron bars, rice and other 
X commodities. Their parents, when in¬ 
's terrogated, revealed that they were fully 
9 aware of their children’s involvement in 
I such crimes. 

I The rehabilitation of these children is 
definitely a hard task. But as half hearted 
an attempt as in West Bengal is difficult to 
come by. Mexico with its 12 million street 
children is experimenting to turn the 
children into l^k salesmen. This, the 
offidala feel, will help the children as well 
as increase the national literacy rate. In 
Ecuador, the government recently im¬ 
posed taxes on cheque books issued by 
banks as well as on tottery tickets to 
gather funds for children who are yet to 
benefit from any government initiative. 
But the state government is yet to come 
up with any su^ positive gesture. Howev¬ 
er, there are a number of voluntary 
organisations who have now come forward 
to help the childrea A couple of months 


for Depressed Childten hekl a c^ m the 
Es|rianade area and offered medical help to 
the children. But these are stray attends 
to do good to the chOdren whose reqinre- 
ntents are greater than those of h^thy 
normal chil^n. 

Dr Swapan Kumar Sidia, sodok^st 
and social worker who has b^ involved 
in a series of activities for the children, 
said, “The phenomenon of the pavement 
dwelling children is so complex and so 
rooted in the socio-economic tebrk that 
we should adopt a long socio-economic 
programme. ” He further said that most of 
the children, having drifted into senseless 
self-annihilation, hardly ever develop any 
community sense. Hence the authorities 
should launch community-based program¬ 
mes backed by health check-up prog¬ 
rammes. 

"The crying need is a congenial atmos¬ 
phere and h^thy homes or correctional 
institutes, but the state government’s 
homes for orphans are all in a bad shape,” 
admitted a welfare inspector of the state 
welfare department His statement is 
borne out by the number of children who 
escape from the homes eve^day. “A 
viable alternative is to let them live in open 
houses built for the purpose and train them 
in skills in an attempt to make them 
self-reliant Their sense of community can 
be developed as well as their self-esteem 
and dignity,” Dr Sinha said. 

While p^dpating in a seminar on the 
rehabilitation of the street children, the 
state welfare and jail minister, Mr Biswa- 
nath Chowdhury, said the state rovem- 
ment was contemplating some schemes, 
but the real answer to the problem of 
street children lies also with the volunt^ 
organisations who should organise evening 
and morning classes. He also sug^sted 
running of mobile units for distributing 
food to the orphans. 

But all these appear to be reflections on 
the spur of the moment. At a time when 
the United Nations is platuiing to stre^- 
then the rights of the children following 
negotiations by the UN Human R^hfe 
(Commission, these attempts appear to be 
half-baked. Article 54 of the rights in¬ 
dudes, among other things, protection of 
the children "from dangers to which chil¬ 
dren are particularly susceptible such as 
physical and mental abuse, abductfon or 
tracking and economic and sexual ex- 
ploitatioa.” 

When the world is thinking in terms of 
these rights, with 58 countries having 
signed these prindples so far, can the 
state government afford to ignore the 
problem?^ 
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XTTi^XJPrtAJr^ AT 17 

Atf Gix i x/VCzALIl 


Vheaem’ he waited, be dlqpaced 
her. 

Btfgghted there in dnan, 

Sold here in the fleah ms^ 

Made to dance naked 
h the-GouEts of the debauchees. 
Woman ia ttie dtereapected tiiiog 
That ia diaed by the respected. 

For inmi, ev^ crt^ ia bwfid, 

For woman, it ia dime even to ay; 
For men, thoe are adorned beda m- 
hve. 

For woman, it ia only the pyre; 

For men. there ia a tight to every 

^vmmaii, ifie itaelf ia a aemenoe. 

♦ 

UlMaa lipi Aet gjwe them ktve. 
thkih Im thw hatsained in; 

! ne WOW thilaht^ their bodiee. 

. Xwwmtih AeyaoldiorhKte; 


UakoyebMkayat 

baL.. 

Oflm: iAiiila^ lyrfc: lUiJilider 
IMtbeii; mnMc; MmIui 
MM ian) 

He baa the pimw*' that 
I apeak not a word; 
ft'a juat a habit of mhte that 
I ap^ not a word. 


To qieak there hi qiienty, 

H ft cornea to 

Bift thaida to the Idnd world 
I qieah not a word... 


Haomeone apeiioi up, 

The world raaea a atorm;, 

An^ aee, now there ia tunuft he-. 


I apeak not a word... 

Tewitafedlyy AbU Grover 







Invertebrate Knights 

M ale chivalry, with which shmi an 

one generally associ- muter ja 


IVlone generally associ¬ 
ates distressed damsels and 
medieval knights, is, sadly 
enough, a relic of the past 
With the advent of the 21st 
century, those values seem 
poised for a volte £ace, with 
one of its best ilhistrationa 
being provided by our v^ 
own dty, esped^ during 
the rush hours. 

When the buses are pack¬ 
ed to capacity, three¬ 
wheeled autorickshaws do 
brisk business, shuttling be¬ 
tween strategic points in the 
dty. Previously, people who 
queued up for tte autos per¬ 
mitted the women to sit at 
the back, while two men 
perched cn either side of the 
driver. Hiis became quite a 
convention, so mudi so that 
the seats at the back were 
synonymed "Durga, Lak- 



shmi and Saraswati” in com¬ 
muter jargon, as opposed to 
the "Kar^, Ganesh" seats 
in front 

In time, however, a 
change crept ia Probably 
irked by the concept of 
"women’s lib” or envious of 
the progress made by female 
homo sapiens, men are sacri- 
Sdng th^ chivalrous foca^ 
for a resolute if rather cring¬ 
ing kind of determination "to 
take the back seat" at least 
in autcffickshiiws. It would 
have been quite in keeping 
with the changing times had 
they done so without any 
accompanying feeling of 
guilt; womea after all, do 
not really harbour grudges 
against mea But invariably, 
the men who dart into .the 
badi seats of autos, despite 
there being ladies, often 
elderly ones, travell^ with 
them, do so furtively, look¬ 
ing away, or muttering 
something about “being ifl” 
to nobody in particular. 
Faced with such stoic 
vengeance, the womea of 
course, have no option but 
to share the drives seat, 
which they do with com¬ 
mendable aidomb. It now re¬ 
mains to be seen how much 
longer it takes for a woman 
auto driver to come along 
and take these men really for 
a ride! 


L ast week, two mothers in 
the city murdered five 
children between them. This 
is a poBittf to file grim real¬ 
ity where women are forced 
to discard their basic in¬ 
stincts of tenderness and 
compassion and take up 
arms against their nearest 
Idn. These are not stray in¬ 
stances; women all over the 
world are taking to violence, 
be it in Kashmir, adiere a 
woman recently gunned 
down a militant, or in Sri 
Lanka where an entire 
'tigress' force is stalk¬ 
ing Jaffna with cyanide cap- 
s^s tied to their nedcs. Or, 
in the West, aiiere women 
of the US Army rode tanka 


Trend-setter 

M s Shreela Plather, a 
56-year-old Indian 
woman, has been chosen by 
the British Prime Minister, 
Mrs Margaret Hiatcher, as 
(Hie of the eight new mem¬ 
bers of the House of Lords. 
She will be the first Asian 
woman to sit in the un¬ 
elected Upper Chamber of 
the British parliament. 


and fired rifles recently in 
Panama, while Israel’s 
women force is one of the 
deadliest to reckon with. 

It is not always poverty 
and depression that provtdce 
women to kill—either them¬ 
selves or others—msudi a 
coldblooded manner. A 
deep-rooted anguish, a sea¬ 
ring resentment against 
society and its standards and 
judgments are often behind 
anomalous behaviour. And it 
is time that society came to 
terms with pardoning and 
helping aberrated cases be¬ 
fore the gentler sex adopts 
the killer instinct, and the 
softer shades of life are 
banished altogether. 


Ms Flather has an im¬ 
pressive record as Britain’ri 
first Asian woman mayor rd 
Windsor, the first non-Wlfrte 
woman magistrate and the 
first ethnic minority woraan 
member of a local counoU in 
BritaiiL Perhaps therr* will 
be others following ijt her 
footsteps shortly, and glad¬ 
den more Indian hearts! 


-til/j 
Il'WiilM 


Keep It Up, AIR! 

A ll India Radio is going 
great guns. After suc¬ 
cessful experiments with 
science enthusiasts and 
estranged married couplra, 
it is aQ set for a date with 
addicts, every Sunday morn¬ 
ing in 15 languages. And, on 
March 29, die Pune station 
broadcast an hourfong prog¬ 
ramme on women in dis¬ 


tress. The women were 
given a hearing by (xninsel- 
lors who suggested solutions 
and remedies for their prob¬ 
lems. Let’s hope AIR regula¬ 
rises such Iffoadcasts and in¬ 
cludes other stations as well, 
since this would reach a for 
greater cross-sectuxi of the 
pec^ than could otherwise 
be tackled. 



Ui' i; I’® lliLS’ 


Sudlpta BhattacharjM 
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An eminent Bengali essayist 
and author of a number of 
textbooks, Akshaykumar Dat- 
ta (bom July 15,1820 in village 
Chupi, Burdwan) began his 
literary career as a poet and 
later distiiiguished himself as a 
powerful prose writer and cd- 
umnist in Iswarchandra Gup¬ 
ta’s Sambad Prabhakar. Soon 
he became the member of 
Tattvabodhini Sabha, an asso¬ 
ciation for the propagation of 
Brahmo ideas. He b^gan 
teaching at the association 
school and wrote two tex¬ 
tbooks, BAt(go/(geography) 
and Padartha Vidya (physics). 

In 1843 Oatta became the 
editor of the literary journal, 
Tattvabodhmi, published 
under Debendrwth Tagore's 
supervision. Commenting chi 
the maganne, Haraprasad 
Shastri wrote that "it was the 


missionary of European cul¬ 
ture and Akshaykiunar Datta 
was the first writer to intro¬ 
duce Western outlook and 
mentality among the Bengali 
youths”. Datta's essays were 
later included in Chantpath 
(published during 1853-59) 
vvhere he created a flexible 
medium of expression of scien¬ 
tific thought and concepts. A 
man of rational temper, he 
rejected popular Hinduism and 
embraced Brahmoism as prop¬ 
ounded by Rammohun Roy. 

But his ratkmai approach soon 
created a bitterness among his 
colleagues, particularly with 
Debendranath. He persuaded 
Tagore to reject the doctrine 
of the bifallil^ty of the Vedas 
and was actively associated 
with the 19tii centu^ reform 
movranents. Later in his life he 
turned into an agnostic. 


Datta's rational temper finds 
strong manifestation in Bahya 
Bastur Sabit Manab Maner 
Sambandha Bic/iar(1851-52), 
inspired by George Comb’s 
The Constitution of Man. He 
tried to establish a relationship 
between the religious and 
moral laws and human nature 
on one hand and the physical 
laws of the universe on the 
other. His other publicatkxis 
include Dharma Niti (1856), 
Dharmamati Samaadban ftas- 
tab, and Bbaratvarsiya Upaaak 
Sampradaytin two volumes). 
His greatest achievement was 
the creation of a language fm: 
scientific discourse in Bengali 
and a style marked by clarity 
and precision. He di^ on May 
18, 1886. 

The house sketched above 
shows his residence in Bally in 
Howrah district 















^ and where did 

WW China test the hyd- 
r<^n bomb?" asks Ajit 
Sinha, Ohanbad. 

June 17,1967. Word from 
Peking; “China successfully 
exploded her first hydrogen 
bomb over the western re¬ 
gion yesterday." The blast 
over Lop Nor in Sinkiang 
Province proved a remark¬ 
able accomplishment for a 
country which had just joined 
the nuclear family 32 months 
before. The test sent political 
shock waves throughout the 
world. Indeed, Peking left no 
doubt that its new weapon 
was designed to strengthen 
its political leverage in global 
affairs. "China's hydrogen 
tesL" Peking went on, “will 
give vs.-y great support to the 
people of Vietnam, fighting 
against the US, and the Arab 
people, who are resisting the 
Israeli agressors." Still, 
Western leaders pointed out, 
China’s new bomb was not 
as threatening as it might 
seem, for the time being at 
least, because Peking lack¬ 
ed a modem delivery sys¬ 
tem. People in nearby 
Japan, no strangers to the 
horrors of atomic warfare, 
complained about the dan¬ 
ger of fallout from the atmos¬ 
pheric blast. But nuclear 
watchers assured them that 
China, instead of launching 
the bomb from a rocket and 
detonating it high in the air, 
probably had dropped the 


11th OuMffon; What Is the colour of the 
Monallsa’a eyebrows? (Sandeep Bhat* 
tacharyya. Q-4 Shakarlpukur Housing 
Estats, Burdwan 713103) 

Am: ‘The Monallsa doesn’t have eyeb¬ 
rows because at that time It was the 
fashion for women, spaelally of the nobility, to shave 
off their eyriSrowa. 



2-7 megaton monster from 
an airplane, carefully setting 
it for detonation low over the 
Sinkiang desert and thereby 
foreshortening the fallout 
hoop. 

After the dust had settled, 
one stark fact remained; 
Now there were tour. The 
US, the USSR, Great Britain, 
and China had the H-bomb. 
Even more remarirable was 
the fact that China, while 
caught up in the r^aos of the 
Cultural Revolution, still had 
managed to go from A-bomb 
to H-bomb in less than three 
years—an achievement 
which had taken the US 
seven years and the Soviets 
four years, and which still 
eluded the French. 

I. Hussain, Telco, Jam¬ 
shedpur reports— 

“The 4th Tata Steel Inter 
Institution Quiz was held at 
Patna. 67 teams appeared 
for the preliminary round, out 
of which six teams made it to 
the finals. Patna Science 
College bagged the first 
prize, the second prize was 


shared by Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya, Jamshedpur and 
St Michael's Patna. Inciden¬ 
tally these were the only 
schools to participate in the 
competition. Both scored, 
leaving behind hot favourites 
like B.l.T. Mesra and St 
Xaviers' Ranchi." 

Two quizzes. The first 
from Burdwan— 
"Bandhumahal," a cultural 
organisation of Burdwan 
town, hosted an all-Bengal 
cultural function featuring va¬ 
rious competitions, a quiz 
being part of it. Altogether 
thirteen teams competed, 
half of them from Burdwan 
University. Two school 
boys—Sheikh Abdur Rab 
and Murari Mohan Rakshit— 
teamed up to clinch the title 
comfortably edging out a 
fighting Burdwan University 
team in the final." 

Here's a letter from lain 
Vass, Ex-British Deputy High 
Commission, now retir^; 

"I always enjoy your quiz 


on a Sunday and never fflias 
It. in the qi^ of FebnMry ^ 
Dada ThakuTs three IrtWca- 
des of the English Jan^iage 
made me think of Engitah 
words containing the letters, 
'ough', of which I can think of 
six different pronunciations 
which may interest your 
readers, if they do not 
already know of toem. 

“Thm are; bough, cou(^, 
dough, rAjgh, through, 
wrought According to 
Chambers Etymotoglcat Dic¬ 
tionary they are ptK^tlcally 
pronounced:—bow, kof, do, 
mf, throo, and rot. George 
Bernard Shaw also wrote 
that the English word fish' 
should be spelt 'ghoti', using 
the 'gh' as in 'rough', the 'o' 
as in ‘women’, and the 'tl' as 
in ‘position’.” 

Several readers have 
rightty pointed out that Lud- 
^ ^menhof, the man who 
invented Esperanto, was 
Polish and not Russian. But 
then the Russians claim to 
have invented nearly every¬ 
thing! 

Mohan Kumar Agarwal, 
Bargarh, writes referring to 
question no. 2 (on February 
25) Bans! Blijuviaa not the 
first film in which Amitabh 
and Jaya appeared together. 
They acted together for the 
first time in the film Ek Na/ar. 
Obviously, BansiBhfu^aa 
released after Ek Nafar. 






























O ne late evening in Lahore in 1939. A S 
weO-dressed personable young man ^ 
stands with his friends at his ^ 
favourite paan shop having an after-dinner j' 
paan ^ndien a total stranger interrupts the ‘ 
^versation and asks the young man if he 
is interested in acting in films. If so, he 
should present himself at the Pancholi 
Stiglios the next day at 10 am and meet 
the boss, Dalsukh Pancholi. 

The young man is definitely interested 
but who is the stranger? "My name is 
Walli,” says the stranger, naming one of 
the biggest directors in Lahore in the 
pre-Partition days. “After a few drinks 
every person imagines himself to be a 
Walli” (which is Urdu for enlightened 
man), mutters the youth almost to him¬ 
self and the stranger walks off, probably 
without hearing the last bit. The next day, 
in the harsh li^t of the morning sun, the 
entire incident seems improbable and the 
product of some stranger’s over-fertile 
imagination. The youth does not go. 

A couple of days later, while catching up 
with a matinee show at a local theatre (the 
Plaza), the young man once again meets 
the stranger who had claimed to be Walli 



Saheb. The stranger is incensed, Mr D.S. 
Pancholi and he had waited at the studio 
for an entire day. The young man is 
contrite and says that he would be in¬ 
terested if the offer is still open. It is. This 
time, however, Walli Saheb is taking no 
chances and a car is sent to pick up the 
young man. By the evening of the next day 
the young man is playing the villain’s role 
in Pancholi Studios’ Punjabi film, Yamala 
fat, and yet another star is bom—a star 
who is destined to hold sway over his 
audience for the next 50 years and more. 

Pran Krishan Sikand—for that was the 
name of the young man—was the son of a 
noted government and civil contractor, 
Lala Kewal Krishan Sikand, who would 
have definitely objected to his son’s chmce 
of career, but he never did find out till the 
fito was released a good four months later 
and became a terrific hit. After that it was 
too late and he chose not to interfere. 
Pran’s acddental entry into films is typical 
of the pre-Partition era. It was .a time 
when actors were considered to be un- 



Pran. For 50 years 
now, he has been leerinjj 
at the heroines, sneering 


ti me whole police force. 

But once his 
make-up is removetJ, 
"there coulfj not be a 
gentler person around. 
"kAbHATKUR^6rr 
why Pran is Pran 


^ -, _ 

touchable and though there were quite a 
few well known actors from decent, weD- 
to-do families it was not exactly the 
profession parents planned for their chil¬ 
dren. 

However, Pran’s career as an actor 
almost came to a standstill even before it 
had begun. Though a Punjabi he had spent 
his formative years in Delhi (where he was 
bom on February 12, 1920) and Uttar 
Pradesh, where his father generally took 
up contracts, and hence could not speak 
proper Puqjabi. He was about to be 
thrown out of films when Walli Saheb’s 
brother Nazim Panipati, took up the re¬ 
sponsibility of polishing up his accent. Had 
it not been for this intervention Pran would 
have eventually gravitated towards the 
profession he was toying with at the 
moment: photography. And the man who 
was destined to face the camera would 









have remained behind it all his life wife who was then in Indore, that he 

After Yaimla Jdt, Pran did a few more should join her there to celebrate the first 

Punjabi films (Chaudhury being one of buthday of then" son. Thinkmg it would be 

them) as well as a walk-on role in the Hindi a mere weekend tnp, Pran packed a 

film, Kha/anchi, which starred S D couple of bush-shirts and came over for 

Narang (later to become a filmmaker) and the buthday on August 11—the day the 

Ramola and was destined to become a massacre started m Lahore. Three days 

runaway hit But all this was mere prepa- later. Pran with his wife and one-year-old 

ration for Pancholi had bigger things in son landed m Bombay facing unemploy- 

nund for the young man In 1942, Pran ment and an uncertain future 
was signed to play the hero opposite Noor Matters ui Bombay were much worse 
Jehan for a film titled Khandaan Both than Pran had imaguied A number of 

were makmg theu- Hindi film debuts but Hindu actors from Lahore had gone there 

had acted with each other m Chaudhary ui search of work When Pran first came to 

and once before when Noor Jehan had Bombay he had booked a room at the Taj 

played the herome's sister m YamaJaJat Mahal Hotel but the next three months 

After that there was no lookuig back for saw him move from the Taj to smaller, 

Pran and he went to play significant roles cheaper hotels. Pran had all but given up 

in as many as 22 films up to 1947 when hope when fate intervened again and the 

Partition rudely uitemipted his career as it Urdu wnter, Saadat Hasan Monto, and the 

did the lives of so many other people. late actor, Shyam, managed to get him the 
Pran. however, was luckier than most villain’s role ui the Dev Anand-Kamini 

people because he came out of the holo- Kaushal stairer, Ziddi,diiected by Shaheed 

caust unscathed It was the August of La'eef. The total salary that he was to 

1947 and Pran received a letter from his receive for the role was Rs 500 of which 

In his first film, Yamala Jat A villain is born 





TBBtM 

A T no poiod in the Ustoty cf HMl 
XAdnena were the de msk itions be- 
tween the various character types as 
rigwousty drawn aa they were in tlw 
fifties and sixties. Actors in pre* 
Partition India played an kinds of nle«, 
aftemating be^een leading ntan, vfl- 
lain and character role without a/ty 
bother of audience acceptance. 'lU 
situation was further aided by the very 
structure of the film induaitiy 
comprised regular registe^ ^ com¬ 
panies which had sto^ artistes on thdr 
muster tom which they drew v*en 
they were casting for films. Salaried 
actors were, therefore, required to 
play whatever role tUby were cast in 
and the audbence, too, (fid not hold a 
particular role against the actor con¬ 
cerned. 

Pran was probably the first actor, 
therefore, who speoafised in the Vil¬ 
iam’s role from the late fixties 
into the fifties and sixties before be 
made the changeover, which too was 
destined to be emulat^ by his succes¬ 
sors. To a certam extent Prem Chop¬ 
ra, too, became typified as the viUain— 
an image which he has not been able to 
change m spite of several forays into 
character rcies. Probably Pran crystal¬ 
lised mto the permanent villain bereuse 
he was too good at playing the role— 
but largely b^use it would have been 
impossible for him to diange his col- 
ours midstream given the climate of 
the film trade. 

When Pran made the changeover in 
the sixties he had already made two 
attenqits to play strait roles earher, 
but smnehow the climate was just right 
at that moment Newer screen vilh^ 
were being thrown iq> (Prem Chopra 
was already establish^ and Shat- 
lughan Sinha was still at the F9m Insti¬ 
tute ctf Pune). Pran's changeover also 
facilitated the changeover for the other 
villains who were to come. Vinod 
Khanna, after a brief sp^ of villainy, 
made the changeover w^ Shatrughan 
Sinha took a little longer. 

A &ct which very few people know 
is that Amitabh Baduhan, tiiat megas¬ 
tar of the eighties, also jdayed villain in 
two early Sms; Parmua (Navin Nis- 
diol dayed the lead) and Cehri Chaal 
(|eetendra played the lead). Interes- 
tiniJy enou^ even Dharmendra has 
|day^ a strangely negative character 
in a film such as Aayee MUan Ki Beb 
(with Rajendra Komar piaymg the 
lead). 

The seventies were dononated by 
Shatru^ian Sinha and later by Shakti 
Kapoor, but there was really no one 
who could claim Pran’s mantle. Shat¬ 
rughan Sinha •eventually made the 
switchover, but Shakti Kapoor re¬ 
mained in the rut Another villain 
thrown up by the seventies was Daimy 
Oenzongpa, but he too switched over 




mm^Wists 



Amrifb Puri: Holding swny 

to stro^ character roles. The 
disappomtinent of the seventies was 
luidoubtedly Anqad Khan who had 
mesmerised an entire nation with his 
very first film, ShcJay. After that one 
brfiiiant perfimnance he never really 
gotgc^ 

At the beginning of d>e eighties tlK 
fidd was very mi^ open ^ it (vil¬ 
lainy) could become anyone’s pre¬ 
serve. Once again, the contenders 
were there., Stage actor-turned- 
dialogue writer-tumed-actor Kader 
Khan was first beginning to show his 
mettle. Shakti Kajxmr and Gulshan 
Grover were well entrenched. For a 
brief period it seemed that Kulbhushan 
Kharfaanda (Staan) would walk away 
with the hcmours, but he, too, was 
more keen on var»ty than becoming 
kingpin in villamy. For another brief 
period it looked as if Anupam Kher 
(JUuma) would do the trick, but be too 
decided in favour of variety. Just as it 
seemed that things would get hopeless 
arrived Amrish Ftiri and the topsytur- 
vey of filmdmn seemed to ri^t itself. 
He went on to play one hateful charac¬ 
ter after another, c^i^ it all by iky¬ 
ing the main villain in the (korge 
Lucas-produced, Steven Spielberg- 
directed b^anajoaes and the Tem^ 
of Doom. 

Today, Amrish Puri is well entren¬ 
ched as the villain in all the top-class 
Sms with Kader Khan coming second. 
Kader Khan is 9 X)d at playing the vil- 
Unous common man—the »nall time 
drook, the bribe-taker and bribe¬ 
giver—but when it comes to large- 
acale vfflainy there is no holding back 
Amrish Purl 

Shakti Kapoor is all set to make the 
switchover to leading roles. He has 
played a few synqiathetic roles and 
now has a leading r^ coming 19 . Gui- 
shan Grover has proved to be good, 
but be is still away from the league. 



Pran demanded Rs 100 as advance—an 
amount he blew up in one mght when he 
took his wife for dmner to the Ambas¬ 
sador. 

It cannot be said with any degree of 
accuracy as to which film established Pran 
as an actor to reckon with because soon 
after he signed Ziddi he was flushed with 
roles. The very next day Walli Mohammed 
Walli (Wall] ^eb of Lahore who had 
spotted him) signed him for Grahasti and 
I^bhat signed him for Apradhi. But it is 
generally agreed that it was D.D. 
Kashyap’s Badi Bahen (1949) which estab¬ 
lished hun for all time to come. Immortal¬ 
ity, of course, was to come much later. 
Between 1949, the year which sohdly 
established him as the villain to watch out 
for, till 1967, when he made a successful 
image-change Pran played innumerable 
vilkws—so many, in fact, that he and his 
admirers have lost count of them. 

Given the matrix of Hmdi mamstream 
cinema Pran could not really escape the 
sameness that crept into his roles. j 


tried to vary his characterisations. The 
mid-sixties saw him bring a touch of 
comedy to his viUamy and the vogue of the 
comic Viliam (which is today being earned 
on by Kader Khan and Shakti Kapoor) 
came mto being. 

The change was first mtroduced m the 
Shammi Kapoor-Sharmila Tagore starrer, 
Kashmir Ki Kah (1964) and earned over to 
Khandaan (1965), Shaheed (1965), DiI 
Dtya Dard Liya (1966)—though the last 
film had him playmg a straight villain. It 
was also at tlus tune that Pran started 
laymg an emphasis on make up to support 
his charactensation—a trait which was 
carried over mto his character actor days. 

Real hfe was always the base for his 
make up. In Khandaan his make up was 
denved fi'om Hitler while fmjugnu he took 
mspiration from Sheikh Mmibur Rehmait 
He also mtroduced a senes of manner¬ 
isms, varymg them carefully from film to 
film. He would either blow smoke rings or 



In Jangal Mein Mangal: Guess who? 

The fifties were the golden era for Hindi 
films and the roles that he got had enough 
variation to keep him playmg his parts 
without a murmur. But m the late fifties 
and early sixties when monotony crept m, 
his artistic temperament rebelled and he 


hold the cigarette m a particular way or be 
the perpetual drunkard. Each of these 
mannensms and get-ups made his roles 
mterestmg for the audience who would 
have otherwise got fed up with the repe¬ 
ated afl-black charactensations. 







A painting of Pran and his wife 


T oday many of the yoin^ters believe 
that Pran’s first strai^t role was' 
Manq Kumar’s Upkaar in which he played 
Mal^ Chacha. This is really not so. 
Apart from the few leading roles that he 
played in his Lahore days he has done at 
least two straight roles in Bombay: the 
hero’s role opposite Shyama in H.S. Kwat* 
ra’s comedy PilpUi Saheb (1954) and the 
smaller husband’s rde in Kapoor’s Aah 
(1953)—a role which had b^n earmarked 
for Motilal «dio could not adjust his dates. 
Both roles were noticed but4here was no 


P ran Sikand is just 50, that is, he’s 
completed 50 years in films. Add 
18 to that and you get his age. Villain, 
hero, villain, character actor, come¬ 
dian, character actor, villain, that’s the 
flip flop of his five-decade career in 
celluloid, and even today Pran com¬ 
mands and gets the respect he de¬ 
serves in an industry known for wor¬ 
shipping rising suns and tearing apart 
those on the wane. 

Articulate wd direct, Pran thinks a 
bird in hand is worth two in the bush. 
Here he talks about life, villainy, 
movies and much else: ^ 




.... J 




Q: What’s the difference between a 
Chain’s and a negative role? 

A: Well, in Hindi films, the villain is 
supposed to be bad, but I don’t think all 
my roles have been bad, even when I 
was playing the villain. Take Raka in Jis 
Desh Mein Ganga Behati Hai. He 
torched villages and shot people, but 
lay down his weapons for the girl he 
loved and lost. I would term him as one 
of the greatest lovers in the world, not 
a baddie. 

Q: How important are mannerisms to a 
negative character? Do they matter to 
the audience? 

A: Sometimes a great deal, sometimes 
not at ail. jSee, when a film flops, only 
lakhs see R," when it becomes a hit, 
crores do. We don’t make films for 


1 TREAT MT WORK UKE A PRAYER 
AND THE STUDIO AS A TEMPLE' 



personal satisfaction, but for audience 
appreciation. Coming to the point of 
mannerisms, well, dke the example of 
Raka again. He keeps on running his 
forefinger across his tight collar. This 
to me signifies that he feels like a 
condemn^ man, one who either ex¬ 
pats to be hanged or have his throat 
slit, but that’s a nuance very few 
people would understand. 

Q: How important are other gimmicks 
ffte make-vp, get-up, voice modula¬ 
tion, etc? 

A: Very important, because merely by 
, changing my costume, or wearing a red 
beard and wig, I wouldn’t have been 
very impressive as a Pathan in Zapjeer. 
So i digged my voice, too, to sound 
like a red Patmm. There have been 
occasions when 1 have had to do as 
many as 18 retakes to get the pronun¬ 
ciation of a word right. 

Q: But you seem to have a tasdnatkm 
for various get-ups. 

A: It adds variety to an otherwise dull 
character. It gives the role life, and 
when you are ddng something diffe¬ 
rent, you enjoy it It maybe just prickly 
hair and blue contacts in Ram Aur 
Shyam, or a flowing;beard in Krtxffu, or 
maybe even ‘drag’ in /anga/ Mem 
Mangal. 

Q: And these paintings that you have 
aB over your house? 

A: A passion of mine. 1 guess the 
painter has done full justice to me and 
my various get-ups. I have about 70 
paintings in (Merent get-ups, and hope 
to complete 1(X) soon. 'Then perhaps 
III have an exhibition of these. 

Q: Wiy this element of hmx in 
comedjr? 

A: I was fed up of stra^-laced 
villainy, so from Kashnnr Ki KaS on¬ 
wards I introduce*) comedy in vfllainy, 
someUiing that ev^ new y$giit the^. 


days follows. 

Q: But desfute the change, why didn't 
you ever try and be a chk chocolate 
hero? 

A: I run not cut out fm* it I don’t like 
singing in the rain and dancing in the 
snow, or runnmg around trees. Apne 
kojamta nahin hai, bhaKli doesn’t suit 
me, brother). 

Q: Then why the switch to character 
roles? 

A: 1 guess boredom of the same 
routine again and again. I think my first 
tryst with character acting came with 
Manqj Kumar’s Shaheed; I was a 
baddie coming good in the end. People 
liked me. And then came Vpkar. My 
Malang Chacha role was the catalyst 
Q: With so much of mythcBogy in the 
air, which character from Indian ' 
mythology impresses you the most? 

A: Ravana, from Ramayana. Perhaps 
Holding no terror for children In reel j 







foOow-up and Pran was destined to remain 
the viDaia Even the story behind the 
change-of-image in the mid-sixties is an 
interesting one. 

Pran first worked with Manqj Kumar in 
Do Badan. One day Sitaram Shaima, who 
was then making Shaheed asked Pran if he 
would i^y a small role of a dacoit in his 
film. Pran turned down the offer because 
his fee was meagre but Manoj Kumar 
persuaded him to accept. The sinall sym¬ 
pathetic role changed Plan's life. This time | 
the role was not oidy noticed, but raved 


there is hardly anyone as powerful as 
. him, for he could have done what he 
wanted to with Sita, but he didn’t And 
when he came to know about Ram's 
promise of a 14 year banvaas, hb kept 
Sha in Ashok Vatika, rather than in fos 
palace at Lanka. Can you show me 
another character who can match up to 
him? 

Q: Coming back to villain roles, once 
again one noticed the switch from 
goody-goody to baddh-baddie. Why? 
A: 1 was too good (pun intended), and 
being good all the while for someone 
vdK) has played the villain most of his 
life, 1 guess there was no option for me 
but to turn a bad leaf ag^, vdiich I'did. 
Q: Do you subconsciously ape any 
actw? 

A: No, but I ape wdiat I have seen and 
abstHted, like the role of Kaiku, that I 
played in Heer Raiyha. He was lame, 
and I mimicked the walk of a man I had 
seen in the streets of Lahore ages ago, 
linking on a stick not crutches. 

Q: AS these years in Skns, and no 
gossip about ym? 













A; Could be two reasons. One, that 1 
am a good family man, who likes his 
wife and kids. Amther could be that I 
am a much better actor in real life 
(guffaws)! Well, the real reason is that 
.1 treat my work like a prayer, and the 
studio as a temple, and for a love affair 
to start., it takes two to tango, and Pran 
doesn’t dance to that tune. 

Q: You have flirted with politics. 

A: I think I have smken out for the 
people. During the Emergency, I felt 
excesses were committed, so 1 can¬ 
vassed for Ram Jethmakni, and openly 
supported the Janata Government But 
these days I feel all politicians are just 
there for themselves, not for the 
country. What we really need is be¬ 
nevolent dictatorship. 

Q: What have 50 years in Sim industry 
given you? 

A: 1 remember a sher...Khuda tauSk 


deta hain jinhe won yeh samajhte hat/ 
Ke khud apoe hi haathon se bans karti 
hail taqdeeren (Those who have been 
gifted greatness by the Lord think/ 
T^t they have attained good fortune 
through their own merit). 

I am what I am because of the 


industry, 1 owe it a lot, and 1 feel 


grateful to all my fans who have 
accepted me, and my colleagues who 
have helped me reach this stage. That 
is why 1 always tell people that when 
you are climbing up, always salute the 
ones coming down, because when your 
time to climb down comes, they’ll 


remember you 
Q: One fast quesdoK if given a chance 
to be rebrxn what would you like to be? 
A: Be Pran aS over again, and live life 
exactly the way I have done in this 
birth... , 

|^lervlewed by SiwJay Sayanl 


i about by his fens and industry foOc. 'The 
J follow-up came when Manqi, not forget- 
I ting the favour, offered the Malang Chacha 
j role in Upkaar—a film which not only 
I dented Prm’s villain’s image but also gave 
Manoj his Bharat image. After that ttere 
was no looking back for both of them. 

For some time Pran alternated between 
the villain’s role and the gdden-hearted 
toughie who is on the side of the hero till 
he bade goorfoye to the bad man with 
Roop Tera Mastana (1972). This phase 
too saw a series of distingmshed perform¬ 
ances like Zanjeer, Majboor, Kasauti, 
Wetoria 203, Beimaan, Dus Numbari, 
Kaalia, Don before he slowly started 
reducing his assignments, but not before 
the ‘bad man’ in him played one final 
homage to the villain’s role that had made 
him famous. Once again, he played the bad 
man in Andhaa Kanoon (1983) and Dunia 
(1984). 

Pran has definitely not retired today— 
as he has often said: “My ambition is to die 
with my make-up on—for, at 70, he is as 
agile as ever, but doesn’t see the need to 
act in every role that comes his way. On 
the contrary, he would like to pick and 
choose and take the role that gives foil 
play to his startling ability which is yet to 
be folly tapped for what has been seen and 
utilised is a mere tip of the iceberg. 

In an industry fraught with politics, 
back-biting Pran has always been praised 
for his gentlemanly behaviour. Way back ini 
1955 when he was offered a role in Aan 
Baan which was to have been played by 
veteran character actor Sajjan he took the 
trouble of ringing up Sajjan before accept¬ 
ing it. incidents like these have won for 
him the sobriquet of the ‘Gentleman villain’ 
and a reputation of absolute straightfor¬ 
wardness. 

Even in his heyday, Pran was a man of 
varied interests. Even while he folly con¬ 
centrated on his roles he found the time to 
organise charity shows, cricket matches, 
relief morchas so as to collect funds for 
various charities. An ardent footballer, he 
even had his own football team (named 
‘Dynamos’ after the famous Russian 
team), six of whose members had repre¬ 
sented Maharashtra, including one who 
had played for India in the Olympics. He 
also learnt fencing for two years, practic¬ 
ing daily with a noted fi^t master. His 
j collection of pipes was considered to be 
the best till he distributed them all. 

Today, Pran should be a satisfied man 
and thou^ no one has named his child 
after him (just as they wouldn’t after 
Havana) his name has been cm the lips of 
every film fen fcnr almost half a century and 
his i^ce in Hindi cinema is guaranteed. He 
has acted in over 350 films and been 
honoured with as many as 70 awards. But 
the most important award that he has got 
is the lasting affection of his fens and the 
I enduring acclaim of the critics. ■ 
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Adding colour to a routine life 


A rmymen have proved their 
mettle again The 9th In¬ 
fantry Division of the Indian 
army recently undertook a 
rafting expedition on the River 
Alakananda 

Alakananda, a tnbutary of 
the River Ganga, has its 


cruise covered 25 to 30 kms 
down the nver each day. 
Startmg off from Rudraprayag, 
the two rafts shced throu^ 
the choppy, fast-flowing nver 
during the day and halted for 
the mght at nver-side camps 
At Rishikesh, the finishing 



Rowed out and resting 


source at Badnnath and flows 
along Joshimath, Kamaprayag, 
Rudraprayag, Devaprayag and 
Rishikesh The rafting team of 
35 men, led by Captain Nav- 
neet Mittal, covered a distance 
of 135 kms in five days 
Chnstened as the Puie Riv 
er Rafting Expedition, the 


spot, large crowds thronged 
the nver banks to give the 
men a rousing welcome 
Though the stretch from 
Rudraprayag to Rishikesh had 
been covert earlier by some 
other teams, this was the first 
expedibon led by the Indian 
army ■ 
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AH Information givan 
on these pages Is accu¬ 
rate et the time of 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi hilins 


• AgnceiMth* Metro (Chowrmg 
hec Road 280141>—4 shows 

Dn'ected by Mukul S Anand, 
the film stars Amitabh Bachchan 
and Mithun Chakraborty along with 
Madhavi Neelam, Danny Gog? 
Kapoor Arihana Furan Sin^, 
Akiknath Rohuu Hattangady, Asha 
Sachdev and Tinnu Anand The 
musK. IS by Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Amiri GaribI: Paradise (Ben 
tinck Street, 285442)—4 shows 

A film by Harmesh Malhotra, 
starring jeetendra Rekha, Risla 
Kapoor R^ Babbar Poonam Dhil 
km and Neelam The musiL is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Azaad Oesh Ke Gulam. 


Sunny Deol in Knmdb 


Miuestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Ro^ 242266) Krishna (T C 
Dutta Street, 250437) Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani 551133) Pnya 
(Rashbehan Avenue 464440)—4 
shows, Ragini (Bebaghata Mam 
Road, 363264)—3 shows 
Rekha Rishi Kapoor, Jackie 
Shrott, Fran and Prem Chopra are 
the mtyor attractions of this film 
directed by S A Chandrashekhar 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal 

• Bnhuninl: Roxy (Chowrmghee 
Place, 284138)-4 shows 
Directed by Manick Chattei^ee 


the film stars Rekha along with 
Rakesh Roshan, Deven Verma 
Aruna Irani and Utpal Dutt The 
musK; IS by Rajesh Roshan 

• KUhen Kanhaiya: Onent 
(Bentinck Street, 281917), Basus 
reee (S P Mukhei]ee Road, 
484808)—4 shows 

A film by Rakesh Roshan, star 
rmg Anil Kapoor, Madbun Duat, 
Shilpa Shirodkar, Kader Khan and 
Amnsh Pun The musH. is by 
Rajesh Roshaa 

• Kroadb: Opera (Lenm Saraiu, 
281849)—11 30, 2 30, 5 30, 8 30 

Directed by ShashiUl Nair and 


with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
the film stars Sunjay Dutt, Sunny 
Deol, Amnta Sin^ Sonam and 
Anupam Kher 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Ehte (S N 
Banerjee Road, 241383)—10 45, 
2 15, 5 30, 9, Indira (Indra Roy 
Road, 471757)—4 shows, Moon 
light (T C Dutta Street, 
254956)—3 shows 
Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree are the lead pair m 
this biggest hit of recent times 
which IS directed by Soor?) R 
Barjahya The music is by Raam 
Laimian 



IU’iit;;ili l il'iis 


• Aapan Aamaar Aapan: Mi- 

nar (Bxlhan Sarani, 552753), Bgota 
(S P Mukheijee Road, 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, 352740)—3 shows 

A film by Tarun Majumdar, star¬ 
ting Tapas Paul, Pras^iC Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Chatterjee, Sub- 
hendu Chattenee, Deepankar De, 
Shakuntala Bania, Simghamitra 
Baneqee, Indrani Dutta, Biplab 
Chatterjee and Anup Kumar The 
music is by R D Burman. 

• Andha Bichar: Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteoee Avenue, 410417), Tal¬ 
kie Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street, 552270), Jagat (Acharya 
PrafuUa Chandra Rt^, 365108) 

Mithun Chakraborty, Mandaki- 
ra, Taniqa, Deepa S^, Biplab 
Chatteqee and Sadashiv Amiapur- 
kar star m this Shakti Samanta film 
whose music is by R D Burman. 

• Ekhane Aamaar Swarga: 
Rupbam (Bidhan Sarani, 553413), 
Aruna (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
359561), Bharati (S P Mukheiiee 
Road. 474686)—1, 4. 7 

Tapas Paul, Drapika, Sumitra 
Mukheoee, Ruma Guhathakuita 
and Soumitra Chattei^ee are the 
chief attractions m this film, 
durected by Jahar Biswas and has 
musk by R D Burman 
a Rnkta Keen (A): Oarpana 
(Bidhan Sarani, 558080). Puma (S 
P Mukhei^ee Road, 474567), 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road, 271282)—3 shows 

Directed by Sushil Mukherjee 
and with music by Bappi Lahin, the 
film stars Victor Baneiiee, Meghna 
Snvastav, Utpal Dutt, Abhgit Sen, 
Anup Kumar, Tarun Kutnw Bi¬ 
plab Chatteijee and Satabdi Roy, 
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IS-M AprtI 

E.II.A. wil ho(d an exh Mtk w of 
piintingt B tbe South Galery. 
M April MBwda 
A i»eek4aag esfaMtion of paM- 
inp by Goitha Pakhin in the New 
Grieiy. 

U AP'D Mwards 

SiMchula wiB hold a weefc-kms 
eah ih itioo of paintinga m tbe West 
Gaiety. 

19 A^ oowarda 

Fahiten Orcbeatta wil hold a 
week-long exhMtion of pabdings bi 
tbe Nora Galcsy. 

• Shekhar Paid and others wil 
hold a week-long exhibitMn of 
grintbigs bi the New South Gal- 

At Academy of Pine Arts 
(CatheM Road; 2843Q2). 

17 April: AJO pn 
Metro Railway Women's (hga- 
nisation presents a Bharata 
Natyam duet by Uma Venkitt and 
Kabmandalam Venkitt. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretona 
Street). 

IS gad 19 ^ril: dJO pm 
Anamika Kab Sngam pteaema 
the political comedy play, Ek Sm- 
aadye SamiO Ki Utbak Baithak. 
dberted by Ranieet Kapoor of 
Kadam theatre group, DeUiL 
At Kab Mandir (Shakespeare 
Saram; 449086). 

20 April: 7 pm 

Lavanya presents Pnti and Sruti 
m classical Manqnin dance com¬ 
positions by Guru Bican Saigh and 
abo n then btest choreography, 
/Veyoab (The Beloved), based on 
Marapun dance technique. 



PritiaiidSniti 


At Ghanshyam Das Birta Sabha- 
gar (29. Ashutosh Choudhury Ave- 
mie; 478717), 

21 April: 6 pm 
A Bharau Natyam duet by Uma 
Venkitt and Kalamandalim 
Venkitt 

At Padatfc Little Theatre (6/7 
AlC Bose Road; 446087). 

21 AprtI: d pm 
Anubhav preaenu a soh> mane 
by KrtehiB Oitt a Kathak dance 



Kai«M-] niHlam ***** 
UmaVaadtHt 


redtal by Soma Dutt Chowiliury 
and songs by Habnanti Sukb. 

At Siw Mancha (AiC Bose 
Road). 

TRAVEL 


IM.iius 


MOTE: AN mrrivid mmI d«- 
pmtur* tiniM «• for CM* 
eifita. ngutoo In brookoto 

OTNfvcv «ii9 1 wmp 

Mondov. 


( 1 r I n;i( lon.i I 


Caicntta-Bombay-Loadoo* 
New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Caicutta-Dolhl-Rome- 
PTaiikflirt: Dep. (7r Al-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

CalcHtta-DelM-ParlB-LoBdoa: 
Dep. ay. AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcntta-Baagkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): Ai-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo^Bangkek-CalcaUa- 
BomMy: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
191$; D<q>. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York'Loadoa-Delhi- 
Cateatta: Arr. (7): A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Fraakfnrt-Romc-Delki- 
Olcatta: Air. (7): A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

LoiidoB-Dellil>Calcntta: Air. 
(1): A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moooow-Dubal-Calciitta: Air. 
(4): SU-S37 at 1625. 
Cricutta-Dulml-MoaGOw: Dep. 
(4); SU-S3S at 1825. 
Ammao-Calcatta-Ammaa: 
Ait. (1. 4): Rf-184 at 0730; Dep 
(1, 4): iU-181 at 0830. 
Cafeatta-Siogaporc; Dep. (2): 
S(H16 at 1120 and D^ (7); 
SQ-413 at 1530; Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
Calcatta*Bngkak: Air. (2, 4, 
jy iC-232 at 1640. Air. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4, 7): 
lC-231 at 1060. Dep. (1. 3, Ey 
TG.314 at 1355. 

, Elelki-Caleatta-Ohaka: Arr. 
I, «): IC-B43 at 0755; Dep (6): 


Mntad kWB Is thB ragiifar IndiMi AMIimm aalM* 
Ms. Bst ths aohsdiiis has baan ourtaHad 4«s to 
tho groundlM af Ita AbrtNM AStO flaai. Pasaan- 
gora aia adawad to kaag traok of onnoiiiiaa* 
m a nta rMs hy I M a n AitMitaa In tha pi aa a . Far 
aaalaianna. tfc^ imy a owtaot MIB4B, M26BB, 
M BBEE , SEM17, BEMSS. BaM41/EW«B and 


lC-843 at 0855. 

Dkaka-Caleatta-Oaikl: Arr. 
(6); l(^844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
IC-844 at 121$. 

Calcatta-Kathmaado: Dep. (2, 

4. 6, 7): IC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1. 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Arr. (2, 4, A 
7): iC-248 at 1915, Air. (1, Sk 
RA-213 at ISSa 

CaleMa-lHmka: Dep (1. 2, 4, 

5. 7y lC-223 at 134a D^ (2; 4, 

6) : BG-092atll3a Dep U, 3.7); 
B&094 at 180a Dep (9: BG-096 
at21(ia Air. (1,2,4,5,7): lC-224 
at 1540, Air. (2, 4, 6): BG4)91 at 
1015, Air. (1. 3, 7): BG-OBS at 
164a Air. (5): BG4>B6 at 194a 

«?*rc!S*ai*iSor?bp°a ^ 

BG.6B6 at 13ia Air. (a 6): IC- 

226at ISSO, Air. (2,5): BG497at 

nan 

Caleatta-Fare: Dq». (2, 5): KB- 

106 at 143a Air. (2,5); KB-105at 

1330. 



Calcatta-Bombay: Dep (2): AI- 
101 at 025a Dep. (6): Al-309 B 
20ia 

Bombay-Cakatta: Air. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcatta-Deiki: Dep (7): Al- 
1651 at OSOa 

Gblkl-Calentta: Arr. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7); Al-1122at 
0330. 


Calcutta-Delbi: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 17ia 
Arr. (daily); IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205 

Cakntta-Borabay: Dep (daily): 
IC-273at 1920. Dep (1, 2. 3. 5, 6, 
7). IC-176 at 0845, Arr. (daiy). 
lC-274 at 1830, Air (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 
7)- IC-175 at 0755. 
Cakutta-Madraa: Dep (daily). 
IC-265 at 164a Air (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Baagalore: Dep. (2, 
3, 4, 5, 6. 7). lC-271 at 140a Arr. 
(2, 3, 4, 5. 6. 7). OC-272 at 1945. 
Cakatta-Viiag-bladras: Dep 
(1, 2, 4, 6); IC-542 at 073a Air. 
(1, 2. 4, 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
CaleattiHSawabali: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): lC-229 at 132a Air. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 

Calcatta>Dibrafarii: Dep. (1, 
2. 3. 4. 5, Sy lC-201 at 113a Air. 
(1, 3. a 6): IC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2, 4): lC-202 at ISOa 


Caleatta*Tegpar*4orhat> 
O w w ak a ti -Odcatta: Dep. (3 a 

7): IC-213 at 103a Air. a a 7): 
lC-213 at 1540. 

Caleatta-Oawahatl-INauvsw: 

Dep (1, a a 6): iC-219 at Ilia 
Air. ( 1 , aa6):lC-220atlSSO. 
Calcatta-Bagdogia: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at IlOa Air. (daiy): 
lC-222 at 1320. 

Cateatta-Agartala: Dqi. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2, 4): 
IC-243 at 1030, Dep (3, a a 7); 
lC-243 at 0600, Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 140a Air. (daily): IC-242 B 
0^ Air. (2, 4); IC-244 B 123a 
Alt. (3, a a 7): IC-244 B 1020, 
Air. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcatta-SUckar-Imphal* Dep 
(daiy): IC-^ B 060a Air. (dai¬ 
ly): 1C-2S6 B 103a 
Caleatta-Bhabaaeekwar* 
Ttagpar-Hyderabai: Dep (3, 
a 6); IC-28B B 17ia Air. (3. a 
6): IC-270 B 204a 
Calcatta-Hyd e rabad: Dep (1, 

2, 7y IC-277 B 174a Air. (1. 2, 
7y IC-Z78 B 22ia 
Calcatta-Pert Bbdr: Dep (2, 
4): IC-285 B 0545; Air. (2. 4): 
lC-286 B lOia 

Calemta-Bait BlalrCar Nico* 
ban Dep (1): lC-287 B 064a 
Air. (1): IC-288 B 123a 
Caleatta*RaBehi*Pataa- 
Lackaow-Delhl: Dep (1, 3, 4, 
a a 7): IC-410 B 083a Arr. (1, 3. 
4. a a 7): IC-409 B 1420. 

Ynt bdii I f mmmmmmm 

Cakatta-SbillaBt-Gawahatl* 
SUckan Dep (daiy): IV-701 B 
094a Air. (daiy): PF-702B1660. 
Caleatta-Coock Behan D^ 
(2. 4. a 7): FF-7V7B06ia Air. 
(2,4. a 7); PF-TOSBOBia 
Caleatta-Cawakatl-Jorhat* 
lilabari-nbrogarh: Dep (1, 
a a 7); IT-70O<735 B0eia Air. 
(1, a a 7): tv-norm b 172a 

Caleatta'lmphal'DImapar: 

Dtp. (3, 4, ey PF-727 B Ilia 
Air. (2, 4, Q: PP-728B 174a 
Caleirtta-ABartala-KaBBafepar- 
Kallaahar-XgprtiSa-Calcatta; 
Dep (2, 4. 6): IT-729 B 066a 
An. (2. 4, 6): PP-730B 1040. 
Calcatta-Jamahedpan Dep. 
(1, 3. sy PP-717 B 060a Air. a, 

3, sy PF-718BOeOO. 
Cakatta-Agurtala: Dep a. 3, 
a 7y PP*729AB055a Air. (1, 3, 
a 7)PP*73QAB063a 
Caleatta-AlaawbSllehan Dep 

PF-roS at lUa Air. (dai- 


21 




















Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-723 at lOiS; 
Air. (1. 3, 5): PF-724 at 1950. 


ly): PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcntta-Roarkela-Raachl: 
Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600: 
Air. (1. 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 
Calcatta-Guwahati-Lllabari- 


Ziro-Daparizo: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Air. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Gowahati- 

Dlbnigarb'PaMighat'Aloiic; 


Calcntta-JainalMMlpar-PatiM: 

Dep. ft 4. 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


An:.(2,4,6):PF-726atl040. 

Caleatta*Dhaabail*Gaya 

Pataa-Dhanbad-Calentta 

Dep. (1. 3, 5): Wf.737 at 0600 
Air. (1. 3, 5): PP-738 at 1100 


Tr.iins 


Oepatlure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Tima 

M9Wimh 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

194)0 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New DaMI) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanaai 

18-00 

2382 



Dep >—7048. Thuia 6 Sat 

Am —Wed , FrI & Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Dalhl) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

18-00 

2304 



Dap —Mon , Wed . Fri & Sun 
Am —Mon, Tues , Thurs & 





Sat 



2301 

16-30 

Ra|i9ianl Expraaa 5 days a 
weak 

11-00 

2302 



Dep —Mon , Tues. Thurs. Fri 

6 Sun 





Arri —Tuee , Wed , Thurs , 
Sat & Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmglrl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp. 
Tn-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dap—Tues, Fn 6 Sat 

Am —Tues. Wed 6 Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchat (Oorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon & Thurs 

Am—Thurs & Son 

4-15 

2548 

3000 

20-05 

Ooon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Main Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Dalhl Janata Express via 
Mam Lme 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanehan|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Ouwahati) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

16-20 

Aaansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bttwr Express 

Dap —Wednesday 

Arri —Fndav 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

2266 

Jamalpur TrHakly Express 

Dep—Tues, Thurs 4 Sat 
Anl—Mon, Thurs 4 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikaian Express 

15-45 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Supartast Express 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs, Sat 4 Sun 

Arri —Tues , Wed 4 Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Exprsss 

Dep-Tues 4 Wed 

730 

1172 



Am-Sat 4 Sun 



3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



P weakly Expiees 

Dap 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fn 





MtmUm* 



3143 

1960 

Oor)aaltng HaN 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

3151 

21-40 

11-20 

Oeur Express 

Jammu Taerl Express 

6-15 

1630 

3154 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Express via 
SBO Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

5185 

16-20 ' 
12-40 

Bhaglralhl (Lalgoia) Express 
Chhapra Express BtWeskiy 

1625 

4-30 

3104 

5188 


Oap a Arri— Wed A Sun 


Oapartw* SOUTH-EASTERN RAitWAY AnM 


Up 

Tints 

HmsiwIi 

Time 

On 

6003 

21-00 

Madras Man 

6-30 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Malt via Nagpur 
EXPRESS 

7-10 

• 

8001 

2860 

13-25 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Express 

14-15 

2859 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmadabad Express 

4-15 

8033 

8030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8020 

2841 

15-00 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tuee 

Am—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

Ispal Express 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Express 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Ohauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-X 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

presa 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep —Except Saturday 

Arri—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-36 

Quwahatl-Howrah- 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



^-10 

Trivandrum Cantral-Nowrah- 
Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
QuwahstI Weekly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam 6 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Coehin Harbour 
Terminus Waakly Express 
(via Howrah & VIsakha¬ 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Tuperfaet Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam 6 
Madras) 

Dep—Fri 6 Sun 

Am—Tues 6 Pri 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalora City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

6 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-QuwahstI 
Weakly Express (vis Howrah 

6 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2873 

2610 

22-35 

Patns-Coehln Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlitus- 
Pstna Weekly Express (vis 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQMIRIES: For round ttio cloek Information of gaatam 
Railway tralna, plaaaa dial 20384M4 for liMComlngtralna; 
203836-44 for all otlwr biformationa. For taiformation 
about roaorvathma on gaatam and gouth Eaatam Railwaya 
tralna, dial 203800 (from 0 am to 0 pm on waakdaya and 9 
am to 2 pm on Oundaya and gaiattad holldaya). 
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HIT 8H0WI On* of four etout* to • hem* run. WMch on* to ter 
you te doeWo. Tiom path of bad to pobil X ahoum. 


a POINTS SOUTHI Which to tea aoutharnmoal cay in 
the 50 U.S stotM. Kay Waat, Fla. Brewnavllto, Taxaa, 
San Dtogo, CalH, Hilo, Hawaii? wowMMinn n utMm ow 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thara are at toaat ata dinar- 
ancaa m drawing daiaiia balwaen top and boaom panato How 
quickly can you find them? Check anawera wah thoaa below 

japMiaiiiMoa a tuaiawp a aunaaN a Bwaaiui q laiMx 
a aumauoaaeiepaiiids c jagauaaqp'S baaqu q avuaw t aaouajaain 


lANT_ 

2_ANT_ 

3_ANT_ 

_ANT — 

5 _ANT_ 

6 _ANT 


ANT WORDS TO PONDOI 

'Oo to the ant. thou ikiogtri,’ la 
proverbial advice, and to aolva Ihto 
poaar you mual do |U8I that. Sknply 
aupply mtoaing tooera to oomplM 
the ANT woida above. DaflnWona. 
1. GaiaHe, ebameto, gnu, ter 


2. Spanlah woman'a 
carf. 

S. Another name tor I 
4. Legendary aunhan 


Va VQWinp 

duet a^. 

S. Mfig^ioefcad game Mn 
Check anawera below 

WMMU a AiMMM 


eMIND 8ETI Oomi your 
dyao. Ploturd In your mM 
■ g«t of four nortaontol 
Nnoi an Inali aiMit, ona 
dtoaatly undar tha othar. 
Now, Nnaglna four vartleal 
inaa, alae an Inefi apart, 
aaali bitanaatina all four of 
tha hoiteontal Hnat. 

Quaatlon: How many 
oomplata aquarao ara 
formad by tnaaa alfliit 
Nnaa? 




FUNSPOT 



SCARE WAVES! Cohimbua' dre am , above, would eend a toei 
back home. Coiora; 1—Red. 2—U. blue. >—YoMow. 4—U. 
5 ' Pl e ah . a— U. green. 7—Dh. brown. 8 P urp l e . P—Ok. gre 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 poinla for waing ell the 
lettert In the word below to form 
two complete words 

INERTIAL 


THEN Kore I poinla each for all 
words of tour lettors or more 
found among the lettors 

Try to scare at least M patots. 

mm siianj Whnmaj 

^wfw mevevwsM 































RIES 

Mach 21—AprtI 20 

Partnership, loans, 
funds, trips and 
change In lha nature and scope 
of yourworli are the week's main 
trends. The health of parents 
and In-laws may cause concern 
In romance, you emerge outright 
winners Legal Issues dominate 
Pressures to perform at varloua 
levels could teH on your health 
unless you learn to relax 


T 


AURUS 


ApM 21—May 20 

The week signifies 
I_I emphasis on Job, pro¬ 

fession, ooHaooratiOn and reli¬ 
gious rites Ibr the Hiring as well 


ring as 

the dead Secret love. 


ex¬ 


penses, letters and caHs oonstl- 
tute romantic activities A deal 


can be struck and you wHI be 
(rffered a Job. Safeguard yogr 
health A trip at short notice Is 
fated Pilgrimage and long¬ 
distance oonnecHons also He In 
store 


EMINI 


■ W May 21—Ama 20 

You win have the last 

_ laugh Friends, lovers 

and the boss help you Children 
bring Joy Your love wM be re- 
ckxocated New attachments wUt 
be passionate Deals, contracts 
and assignments brxwt your ego 
and mcorns Health wIN remain 


more or less steady You may 
have to travel lor an Important 
get-together or meeting 


ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 
You Will be working 
with fufl steam on the 
home as weR as work fronts 
Expect tugs and tensions, but 
you wW pt your work done 
Romance imIII be excellent In bits 
and pieces, you wW be eloquent 
but complain frequently By dint 
of hard work and determination 
you win create the right openings 
in finance Expect happy results 
the next month A home away 
from home requires active pre¬ 
paration 

EO 

July 21-AuouM 21 
Publicity and sales 
campaigns. Journeys, 
collaborations, ceremonies, 
functions, deeds, documents, 
contracts. Job-hop and romance 
constitute the week You wW 
love royally and the responsa 
wW be wonderful As far as 
finance goes, you wW steal a 
m«ch over your rivals, but the 
going will not be easy. Move fast 
to augment your inoome and 
status. 





IRGO 

AuguM 22-8tpt 22 
Buying, selling. In¬ 
vesting and probably 
a m eeting or get-together are the 
salient fMiures of the week 
Emotions wlH be stirred Roman¬ 
tic affairs are a certainty, as you 
wW yearn to share and serve 
Qains and perks are probable 
Cfvonic health problems and Im¬ 
aginary fears may complicate 
matters A trip Is de^itely on the 
cards Home and kids promise a 
happy, creative phase 


IBRA 

SapI 23—Oct 22 
You wll be building on 
previous efforts and 
consoNdating resources Sever¬ 
ing of personal relatlonsh^s Is 
possible Career advancement 
may require an investment In a 
car or other personal transport 
Businessmen may require to cut 
the running operational cost 
This may cause employees' tem¬ 
pers to flare up For many H is 
crucial to summon enough will¬ 
power to shed those extra kilos 




BIRTHDAYS 


Arhi is 

Akieky 
uMTln" 


saHkig Is a sakwit feature of this 
bkth)^ A change Him nature 
and sqope of your work is envis- 



tDf9 Ww W. wV® 

are M tw offlriA took Mar your 
health and m of yoiF fa^. 
MWre hay wMe ttib sun shtnSs. 

A(m« is 

Moon opposMon Aaikon Syo- 
loMi imd^Dooulartlv Mr /iftansr 
HatosM »H&Mie wW b* raad^ 
aimlWitf .A|«a, dtapulas odhbe 

AMiaia^ 

WRmV infflV 

MMi wii MMB Id ittuaato mmImI 
yUMpW fc 

MHjM M 

ssp^w ess^vis sfS 

IS 



Aprs 18 

square Mennay-HcMIaie, 
chafe, feodamd beesrage apO' 
eiatiata, reataurafeur# add 
housawivea wi be th ViMr ate* 
marti A shlfl or Job trwtsfsr Is 
Ikaly. Ceremon i es and publicity 
wi be fmiiflsr akponencaa for 

fOnio S*lr8ni9 mw Wm 

have much to do you. 

A|!>ri( ao 

Mecn-cxirituncdon apaK Ae^ 
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CORPIO 

(M 23-NOV22 
Action and Imple¬ 
mentation, and ex¬ 
penses mount In connecten wHh 
new acquisitions on the home or 
business fronts Time wW prove 
the value of meae new purch¬ 
ases Ths work front wfl bs 
dominated by new MHativea. 
Your patience wlH be tried and 
perhaips your authority chat- 
lengsd You expsriencs new 
levels of dosenass with the lovs 
of your Ilfs 

AQITTARiUS 

rrov 23-ow 20 
Reviews, revisions, 
entertainment, ex¬ 
panses, mseUngs and calls are 
wen signified MMtIngswHh gov¬ 
ernment ofldals are likely Ro¬ 
manes promiass a smooth sail¬ 
ing Do nt>t feel shy to inWats 
Wedding/engagemsnts or ths 
graduation from studes may dig 
deeply into your treasury Some 
expenses will be made In trying 
to undo sloppy previous work in 
dismissing an employse 

APRICORN 

Dae 21 -^Jan 19 
Reaching out to peo¬ 
ple and places, ex¬ 
pansions, upward mobUHy arxl 
inter-personal hassles wHI keep 
you busy New idees about In¬ 
vestment prove lucrative and 
safe On the career front, de- 
velopmenta start unfolding, tak¬ 
ing you up the ladder Rivals/ 
enemies will glare lealously, but 
dont show off Hassles will be 
there but comparatively less 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20 -Fab 18 

Investments and con- 

_ 'acts lead to pleasure 

and profit Trips and ties pay 
posibve results Romance will be 
nd, hectic and humed Be it job, 
business or profession, your rat¬ 
ings and Influence will shoot up 
Journeys will help you to cMch 
up with your objectives and 
targets Expenses wUt be heavy 
Sedations are probable The 
next 40 days are Ideal for home 
and children 

- ISCES 

IS-Mareh 20 

Those in finance, 

_ hhe, purchase, leaee, 

loans, banking service, arts and 
entertainment do wonderfully 
wen Health of elders may cause 
anxiety You wM fuse passion 
and humour very subtly aikf 
sweetly. However, cancellations 
of rendezvous appointments 
invy w micipswi. 
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chairman Yasser Arafat in Calcutta after he met the apostle of peace, 




30 















HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of. 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for. With Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum). It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you tove and care for 
your family. Get New India’s Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 




Snnitper Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 












Hot Stuff 

Congratulatioiis to the Col¬ 
our Magazine for the su¬ 
perb issue, ‘Our Pamella’ 
(April 1). It has become an 
integral part of our lives. 
Now I can't spend a single 
Siuiday without Um maga¬ 
zine. 

I have only one sugges¬ 
tion for the maker of the 
film. No doubt Asha is 
good, but the gorgeous 
Kitu Gidwani, who did a 
dazzling role in Christian 
Lara’s Black, would have 
suited the role of Pamella 
perfectly. How about giv¬ 
ing us a still of Kitu from 
Black, anyway? 

Debasis Midtra, 

Calcutta 

a You must have received 
scores of letters complain¬ 
ing about the photographs 
of Asha. But I congratulate 
you for determining, with¬ 
out hypocrisy, the precise 
nature of the Colour Maga¬ 
zine. You have at least in¬ 
formed the readers of your 
editorial policy: spike the 
good and play up the trash. 
Gaurab Banerjee, 
Calcutta 

a I am sorry to see that the 
Colour Marine is fast los¬ 
ing its distinction from 
streetside pornography. It 
is also paii^ to see your 
indifference to adverse cri¬ 
ticism about the obscene 
pictures published reg¬ 
ularly. 

‘Our Pamella’ was the 
last straw and I have finally 
decided to stop subscribing 
to the paper. This is sad 
because we e^oyed read¬ 
ing the magazine since its 
inception. 

In any case, why should 
an international prostitute 
like Pamella Hordes get 
such undue publicity? Even 
Asha says, “I drni't think 
she has done anything 
great for people to t^ and 
write about her so much." 

Dr (Mrs) D. Bhat- 
t^cbaryya, 

Calcutta 


■ 1 was shocked to see the 
filthy pictures of Asha on 
the cover. Even the photo¬ 
graphs published inside 
were below the rank of 
what a^iears in Debonair 
and Pla’^y. 

It is equally dishearten¬ 
ing to note that the Colour 
Magazine sold at a pre¬ 
mium of Rs 5 in the 
market 

A.V.S. Subhramanyes- 
warudu, 

Calcutta 

■ 1 can’t figure out why 
such a depraving article and 
photographs were pub¬ 
lished as a cover story. 
They were so obscene that 
it was hard to believe that 
they appeared in The 
Telegraph. 

Bradshaw, 

Malda (W.B.) 

■ Everyone in our family 
was upset about the nude 
pictures of Asha. Yes, we 
can do with some hot stuff, 
but of some standard. 
Joydeep Mltra, 

Calcutta 

Pop music may appear to 
some as hot and Western 
(‘The Sound of Sirens’, 
February 4). It may not be 
acceptable to many, but it 
is the sign of the times. 

Indian pop singers are 
real assets to the country. 
It is not fair to compare 
them to Lata Mangeshkar 
or Bhimsen JoshL The fear 
that pop music may make 
us forget the Latas and 
Ashas is baseless. Lata and 

Parvati Khan: Music, 
anybody? 



Asha will always remain 
supreme until someone 
better than them in their 
style of music comes along. 

The world is coming 
closer every moment, 
thanks to television, com¬ 
puter, fax, and so on. To 
discard any new recipe just 
because it is Western and 
not Oriental is not wise. 
Sarit Dana, 

Calcutta 

■ I am sure that you will 
carry a cover story on 
Women of the 90s’ at the 
end of 1999. I am no less 
sure that Parvati Khan will 
feature as one of them 
Sudip Basu, 
Chandannagore (W B.) 

■ Indian pop owes its suc¬ 
cess to feminine glamour 
and showbiz only. The total 
absence of a male star 
proves this point 

I feel sorry for Gary 
Lawyer and Parvez Qadir 
and peeved with the Shar¬ 
ons and Alishas. Don’t the 
males have genuine talent? 
Or do they lack something 
that the females can flaunt? 
Manish Lalwani, 
Calcutta 

liiuiutabir 

‘Laxman’s Calcutta’ 
(February 11) was a plea¬ 
sure to go throu^. R. K. 
Laxman is an inimitatde 
cmtoonist who has illus¬ 
trated the social, political 
and cultural activities of 
this dty perfectly. 

SMTec Kohrawala, 

Calcutta 

■ I cannot afford to pay Rs 
400 for Laxman’s book so 1 
was delighted to get a 
glimpse of it through the 
Colour Magazine. Laxman 
IS my favourite cartoonist. 

I was, however, dis¬ 
appointed to find sketches 
of Calcutta’s processions 
and great sports lovers 
missing. 

Syed Lutfullah, 

Birbhum (W.B.) 
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A brave new world of 
computer entrepreneurs is 
coming to the forefront. What 
makes these whizkids bleep-' 
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The All India '1 ennis 
Association is ranged against 
Vijay Amntraj—and the whole 
episode stinks. 



m 

■ A photofeature 

Annapurna Puja, held in the 
city last fortnight 
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IS THE COURTSHIP 

T he man m whose shadow Indian ten announcement was timed to coincide with 

nib stands today, is now persMitj M an anticipated Indian victory The mood 

non firata Vijay Amntraj—more a WV m ^ was haughtier than the AIT A statement 

personality than a player, an institution W MlHBfe WM 9 Association president Nat war Singh 

than a man—stands censured, repri boasted his magnanimity “There was a 

manded and suspended by the All India group—the step-daughter edition of the feeling in the executive committee (of the 
Tennis Association (AI1 A) Davis Cup And the day India won some- AITA) that Vyay be suspended forthvinth I 

h'or the two years since Vijay last played thing in these less-hallowed quarters, prevailed on them to give him a chance to 
for the country, India have been scratching without an Amntraj or a Knshnan, it was explain, a showcause letter before sus- 
at the very bottom of Davis Cup competi occasion enough to dende the man whose pending him " The reason a seven-point 
tion Rubbing shoulders with Ciiechoslova contnbution to the country transcended statement of charges against Vijay for his 
kia and Italy, brushing aside the challenge merely that of tenms "actions and pronouncements” over the 

of Pat Cash’s Australia in their backyards. The decision to showcause and then last 18 months 

ui the mid eighties, India now languish suspend Vyay was taken a day before There was a second—minor in compan- 
among the lesser lights of the zonal India’s tie against Japan in Chandigarh Its son—announcement made the same day 







Ott ibuit not be wen in twlttkin ef the 
V|ey MupenkxL AITA wcratuy<eeoetd 
R.K. Khannt slid thtt the auodation 
would budtute criminal and dvil proceed- 
Inga agdnat fonner aeoetaiy P.L Reddy 
a^ hn treaaurer, Anil Jauhar, for "mia- 
amropriatlns" ATTA funtto. Reddy waa a 
V^man. 

USa ia the moat acmlid dtqiter yet fa 
the Xhanna veraua Vjjay triah thrifler. 
Diapoaaeaaed after a tong atint at dte then 
AILTA hehn. Khanna ngrined the wfafa h 
1988 and waa itching to cndc it. albeit ana 
horae who only awringly retuma to the 
fray. From beyond tou^ Khanna aaw 
VDay’a transfonnation. Throu^ filma and 
bua^aa, dining with the high and mighty 
and hdmobbing with the iditterati, 
itnent atreeta ahead. Khanna return^ Vi- 
jay took time off to prick the aecretary a 
bit Clothed in the loweiing-the-preati^- 
of-the-country jargon and tucked away aa 
an inaignificant third point in the statement 
(rf charges ($ee box) is the backdrop to 
this scene: Vgay's endorsing fonner Asso¬ 
ciation of Tennis Professionals (ATP) chief 
Jim MacManus’ charge of financial irregu¬ 
larities against Khanna. 

For his part, Vjjay did needle Khanna at 
every opportunity. Even on his stop-and- 
go visits to hcnnetown Madras, he. would 
have another ungenerous word on Khanna 
diligently lapped up by newsmen. It had to 
be coming, though few could visualise the 
farcical extent it has now been dragged to. 
Vjjay read of the AITA action in the papers 
and immediately called PTI from his Los 
Angeles home to say he would "rather not 
deal with people of such low calibre who 
have managed to once again lower our 
international linage which I have tried so 
hard to maintain at the highest level...it 
does not warrant further comment from 
me". 

What has been made the front on the 
Vjjay issue is his setting conditions for 
being available for the Davis Cup; and his 
with^awing against South Korea last year 
on medical grounds wlule being fit to play 
elsewhere around the same t^. Vjjay is 
no fool to believe his pre-requisites (see 
box) would be met in toto. He always 
called them points for discussion. 

Khanna saw them as the conditions they 
actually were and the AITA decided that 
apart from letting Vqay be the captain, thp 
c^ers could not be granted. Hie matter of 
Vjjay's and brother Anand’s dues from the 
ATTA is sub judice. On the financial terms, 
Khanna maintained even in Chandigarh 
that there was no written agreement and 
therefore "same terms as before" was 
vague. 

At37, Vjay is no longer th active playear 
ud as preaid^ of the now^werfiu ATP 
te'is more into jettiiig anoBd to *nni’ the 
pito He, thfaefate, a^frrpdtrortwo 
tMhgt beyond a pfayer'e putv^'so that 







!■' . -.'4, !'•' 






he could quit the scene. His being unavail¬ 
able for the Davis Cup seemed to have 
closed the issue. 

Between the other frivdous. and unten¬ 
able charges, the ATTA suspension is peg¬ 
ged on Vgay's organising an exhibitim 
match in Madras recently without the 
approval of the association. It is an offence 
as laid down by the ATTA constitution, but 
the point lost to the AITA was that it was a 
benefit arranged to raise Rs 2 lakhs for 
former Davis Cupper Preiiyit LaD who 
needs more support like this to get out of 
the crg^iling injury following an accident in 
1988. Here the AITA has been totally 
oUivious to the Supreme Court observa¬ 
tion last year in the cricketers’ case when 
the cricket board quickly met tlw players 
on their ground and backtracked from an 
intransigent stand. 

The acticm does not hit Vjjay. He does 

In a tangle? 
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not play competitive tennis anymore. Yet, 
It rankles. Natwar Singh attei^ed to lend 
aedence to the action by saying the ATTA 
had sought opinion from a “former Davis 
Cup captain who does not play anymore”. 
But just one little incident helps sum up 
the ATTA mood and motive. 

On the train from Chandigarh to Defrii 
the morning after the showcause 
aimouncement, an elderly tennis official 
read the text of the AITA statement in the 
p^rs and congratulated Khanna for it 
Khanna made the gentleman leave his seat 
and escorted him to Natwar Singji some 
rows ahead with the air of a job well done. 
It didn’t seem half as painM as Natwar 
Smgh had tried to portray the previous 
evening. ■ 
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T he business is not more than 15 
years old in India. Yet it has struck 
its roots deep in the comtnemal 
world, with even fledg^ entrepreneurs 
talking smoothly m Lotus, WorldStar, In- 
staplan, dBASE, Dataflex, Informix, its 
otherwise incomprehensible jargoa These 
ccxiglomeratxxis of letters tint were so far 
ignw^ by the compilers of English dic¬ 
tionaries will soon he an integral part of 
their most ordinary editions. The Software 
business, now booming all over the world, 
is here to stay. 

A software is a code, message or an 
instructional programme designed to get 
specific jobs done by a computer. Design¬ 
ing a software on a computer disc is analo¬ 
gous to engravuiga song on a gramophone 
record. In today’s world, where all of us 
are eager to finish everything ftom laun- 
dry-biltog to car parts assembling not cmly 
fast but flawlessly too, the importance of 
software can be ignored at our peril 
C(»nputers perform specific jobs as per 
the programmes fed to them. No wonder, 
software sales and purchase have become 
a most crucial activity of business estab¬ 
lishments the world over, bdia is no ex¬ 
ception. With the supply of computer 
graduates steadily growing, new ventures 
are sprouting everywhere to deal with and 
cash in on tlw latest craze in the business 
arena. Intoestingly enough, the field in 


Bon ddlars by 1990 (Source: The Confed¬ 
eration of Engineering Industry’s export 
strategy paper on software), software ex¬ 
perts cle^ represent one of the lead 
areas for a quantum jump in our engineer¬ 
ing exports. Be it domestic supj^ or ex- 
p(»t, our entrepreneurs are not going to 
miss opportunities, (fomputer kids 
me an set to make a fast buck. Flem the 
nooks and crannies of the science dty of 
Bangalore, where software creaticHi is at 
its peak now, to the bustling streets of 
Calratta, where software usage is yet to 
reaUy catch on, the mood is buoyant 
Out there in the Big Apple, there are 
two things Indian that are spoken about 
with great reverence—Indian doctors and 
Indian computer programmers. As far as 


Innovative Indian 
computer professioi^s~ 
are at the very top of the 
software boom, repo^ 

PathikCuhaand 


SarithaRai 



computers go, the American recom- 
men^tion is si^iificant because the major¬ 
ity of the world’s computer markets use 
and inqiort i^oducts which have gained a 
certain degree of acceptance in the US 
market Among the ludiitg Banplore- 
based softkiare exporters is ^ G.R Itigi, 
manapng director of U&I Software N- 
vate Limited. His conqiany has been in the 
world market for some years now and this 
year its exports are expected to touch one 
million dollars. 

A former Unesco project coordinator 
and scientist wifti the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, Mr Itigi is the 
driving force behind U&I. "My business 
has bran cultivated mostly on personal 
contacts," he says, "I am selling my tec- 
hhnology and I net good money for it. For 
each of my designs, along wi^ the down 
payment for the software at the tune of 
sale, I also get a royalty on the copies of 
the programmes if they are sold by the 
first buyer.” 

U&I software is generated with the help 
of the latest technology to keep up with 
the stiff competition. It is a serious busi¬ 
ness, 'Mr Itigi comments, "One has to be 
constantly up to date on the latest market 
trends and the latest madune technology. ’’ 
His strategy of sound mvestment on R&D, 
contacts and partiapation m trade exhibi¬ 
tions IS paying off well. "People are today 



India has become so mnovative that 
groups of enthusiastic individuals very 
often surpass turnovers recorded by the 
Ing names. This mily indicatea the growth 
of the software business by leaps and 
bounds here. 

The growth is most evident in me very 
important asped of this business: export 
Not content with barely substituting our 
imports fi-om countries Bke the US, UK or 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Indian 
computer professionals are gradually 
oammit^ more and more sta& at the 
international trade ftdrs with their mer¬ 
chandise. And they do not £ve badly at all 
They are landing more and more orders 
from prestigious multinationals. The soft¬ 
ware industry in this country is registering 
an average export growth rate of nearly 20 
po- cent a year. In 1975, our exports 
stood at Rs 85 lakhs, but in merdy 10 
years have crossed Rs 42 crores. Withthe 
woilt demand prelected to readi 100 td- 



C. Bmu of Teclme Machlntel: Heading a aeven-man computer force 







ready to wait until I am available to design 
padres for them,” he boasts. However, 
the overhead e]q>enditures in his operation 
are rather high. Besides the costs of R&D 
or personnel, he has to spend a lot on 
advertising and promotion and on keeping 
himself updated (hi the latest technologies 
used by some of his leading clients in 
Jqari, Korea, the US and Federal Repub¬ 
lic of Germany. 

At Infosys, another leading software 
house in Bandore, the approach is more 
organisational than individi^stic. hifosys 
was set up in 1981 by a group of young 
computer professionals, mostly fnm the 
UTs. Probably the only bdian software 
company with equity in the US, Infosys 
has tied up with the Kurt Salmon Associ¬ 
ates, a management consultancy Srm to 
extend its operations. It has registered 
100 per cent growth in the last three 
years. 

According to Mr Nandan Nilekani, depu¬ 
ty managing director, Infosys Group, the 
Indian software market is yet to mature. 
“Because of high level piracy, people still 
believe in getting their software at cheap 
rates or free of cost," he says, "pirated 
versions of popular American software 
packages are flooding Indian markets. We 
have to be very careful to combat this 
menace. We are carefiil enough to pSrepare 
our own softwares that are hard to c(^y." 
One of Infosys’s packages is now a Iwst- 
seller in the Indian banking industry. Right 
now, Infosys programmers are executing 
a $250,000-contract with Distal Equip¬ 
ment Corporation for design^ a fleet 
management system. At any given time, a 
third of Infosys’ 150 employees are abroad 
working on various projects. 

Sonata, a division of Indian Organic Che¬ 
micals Limited (lOCL), is one of tlw soft¬ 
ware companies that was born to cash in 
on the boom in the market in the last three 



years. The cash flush lOCL set up Sonata 
just after the government announced its 
software policy to encourage Indian prog¬ 
rammers. The company has been focus¬ 
sing on the domestic market. “We believe 
that it is difficult to succeed in the export 
market unless we have a very strong 
home base,” conunents Mr B. Ramas- 
wamy, vice president (marketing). “We 
wanted to look at business possibilities 
without the risk of piracy. We chose three 
areas that were not prone to piracy. ” What 
Sonata did was to develop programmes 
whidi needed a lot of service support and 
thus were less likely to be pirated. 

Now with an affiliate in the US, Sonata 
is marketing its software and programming 
services abroad. "In the automobile indus¬ 
try,. India may be churning out car models 
of the 1950s even now, but in the software 
industry we are apace with the rest of the 
world," comments Mr Ramaswapiy. “We 
have an advantage in that the curriinilum in 


our UTs, IIMs or USc are not more than 
tivee months older than the curnaihun in 
the leading US colleges. Sonata intends to 
fully enca^ on this advantage in the com¬ 
ing years.” 

S oftware Research Group (SRG), 
headed by Mr T.S. Muthulm’shnan, is 
yet another lading software house in the 
south. Worldlord, one of its bestselling 
protpammes, is an integrated office auto¬ 
mation software consisting of a powerful 
word-processor with a built-jn device ft>r 
other services. After marketing its pro¬ 
ducts in Holland, Switzerland and the 
Federal Republic of Germany, SRG now 
plans to venture into the US market 
"With the encouragement that we are get¬ 
ting from the government export pros¬ 
pects look extremely good in Ae cmning 
years," Mr Muthukiishnan observes. 

Mr Debajyoti Das, a think tank with the 
Zoom 16 ^ftware Services Private Li¬ 


mited in Calcutta, is another young compu¬ 
ter professiona] who aims hi^ An MSc in 
mathematics from Visva Bharati (“I am 
probably the only computer professional 
tiiat Tagore's abode of leatni^ has pro¬ 
duced so far”), he took the bsvddng ser¬ 
vices examination five times. "I was plan¬ 
ning to be a probationary officer in a 
natkmalised bank, ” he says, "I i^ssed the 
written tests five times. But my interview¬ 
ers were not so kind as to fike my face. I 
failed m those tests four times. 1 was 
selected in my fifth attempt and got an 
appointment letter. But I was already em¬ 
ployed in a software company and decided 
not to join the bank. I was working in DPS, 
a leading company in the softw^ busi¬ 
ness in this dty.” 

When Mr Das opted for tte Zo«n 16, it 
was because of the enticement from his 
friend, Mr Saibal Mitra, that prompted him 
to join 's company vdiich was not even a 
vear old and emi^yed barely three per- 









sons. Zoom 16 had a starting capital of Rs 
1.5 lakhs. The company did business 
worth Rs 6 lakhs and Rs 10 lakhs in 1988 
and 1989 respectively. "We are procurring 
orders worth Rs 28 lakhs this year,” in* 
forms Mr Das proudly. The steep rise in 
business is attributable to the overseas 
orders bagged by Zoom 16. "Those orders 
m tnlied in dollw which when convert^ 
into rupees gives you a handsome figure to 
brag about,” explains Mr Das, who had 
gone to the Cebit feir in the Federal Re¬ 
public of Germany in 1988. “We had our 
software exhibits at the Indian pavilion. 
)^e must have impressed some East Euro¬ 
pean companies who wanted to place 
o^rs in just across-the-table talks. My 
friend had been at the Comdex bur at Las 
Vegas in the US last year and he too 
bagged some orders. Now we are planning 
to make Zoom 16 100 per cent export- 
oriented.” 

The hire for the dty companies to go for 
overseas orders is not foreign currency 
alone. "Software business in eastern India 
is not recording a growth matdung that in 
other parts of the country,” explains Mr 
Das, “we are forced to look for greener 
pastures in the West. We may have a 
reputation for churning out efficient prog¬ 


rammes, but do you know many of the 
foreign buyers still think twice before plac¬ 
ing an order with us.’ I have seen this at 
international &irs. The name India evokes 
a grimace on the visage of many of those 
buyers. They confess that the unwieldy 
communication system in India ia t^t 
puts them off. U they want to renovate 
their demand plans or want to know about 
the {TOgress of the orders, placed, they 
are often at a loss. This is a bane in tixla/s 
global village.” 

One of the software programmes de¬ 
veloped by Mr Das's company ia now 
being used by a big private sector invest¬ 
ment company. With its help, the tiuuiag- 
ing director of the company can check, at 
the touch of a button, the performance 
records of 40,000 of his agents spread all 
over the country. The individual record of 
a particular agent, even the comparative 
progress made by him over the years, 
flashes on the computer screen in front of 
him. “The programme we have sold to the 
US has gone to a banker that extends 
loans among the public, ” Mr Das explams, 
“the company needs to assess several pa¬ 
rameters (service record, age, expe^- 
ture habit, income potential etc.) of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of persons, before it 



G.R. Itigl of UftI Software: ‘People 



LRimaiwamy of Sonata:‘We are apace with the rest of the worid’ 










dy to wait iiotil I am available* 


can fix die amount to be aapctioaed for 
inn. We have designed a programme to 
get everything ready at hand in a flash on 
the scie«L" 

Mr Chandranath Basu, who runs the 
Tedino Macbn^ Prmte Limited from 
the ground Qoor of his Park Street re- 
aidenc, along with diree other friends, set 
i 4 > the conqiany in July 1986, the year he 
passed with an MTech m computer scien¬ 
ce from the Indian Statistical Institute, 
Baranagore. “1 could have joined any soft¬ 
ware company on a fixed salary," he says, 
“but all of us planned to start our own 
business.” Taking a risk? No, he answers, 
“The reason behind many fre^ university 
graduates hke us starting our own ven¬ 
tures IS that we are ju'etty sure of our 
capability of landing jobs, at least m the 
near friture. We know the job madcet. It 
may not remam the same a decade later.” 
Having started "without any working ex¬ 
perience,” he is not faring badly at all The 
startmg capital of Rs 2.5 lakhs has now 
grown to Rs 14 lakhs, with a yearly tur¬ 
nover of Rs 6 lakhs Tlus is quite uiqiress- 
ive for a company that employs only seven 
persons Not satisfied with supplymg 

B rammes to Indian giants like lOL or 
, Techno Machintel is now plaimmg to 


go West with a new programme far cutting 
metal plates according to various sizes and 
shapes. The process has wide usage, ^le- 
dally in the shipping and automobile own- 
tries. Right now Indian companies are pur¬ 
chasing programmes from US software 
stqgiiim Mr Basu aims to first substitute 
th^ imports before selling Ms design to 
overseas buyers. 

One reason why Indians are finding the 
stiff competition m software busmess 
rather soft is the cheap labour availaUe 
here, explains Prof. Prciial Sengupta, lec¬ 
turer m computer science in the Benpi 
Engineenng College, Siibpur. Companies 
m the US or Europe cannot chuni out 
programmes so ch^ply and so have to 
charge more from then- buyers. But, 
according to him, buyers in the West have 
now learnt this secret. “That is why ttey 
are now less reluctant to pay the usud 
paces for their purchases from India,” he 
comments, adding, “This explams why In¬ 
dian software designers are now giving 
thoughts for import substitution too. After 
all. It IS busmess that matters. If pastures 
overseas turn grey, there is no reasrni 
why they cannot remam green here.” 

Anyway, busmess is boommg and Iiuli- 
ans are ridmg the crest ■ 



• Dumb-bells: 1 offer a pair 
of dumb-beUs of 16lbs each for 
anything of corresponding 
value Contact Rajesh Sherpa, 
12/A, Ahinpukur Road, Cal- 
cutU-700 019 

• Study material: 1 would 
like to trade Brilliant's Elite for 
IIT-jEE-1989 and Agarwal’s- 
1987 for a stereo tape- 
recorder or anythmg of corres¬ 
ponding value Contact De- 
bashis Dutta, H/0, late J C 
Sen, South Office Para, 
Doranda, P.O Hmoo, Ranchi- 
834002 

• Lenin’s Works: I offer 
several issues of V I Lenm’s 
Collected Works and Ameen- 
can Fiction (novel) m brand 
new condition for anythmg of 
correspondmg value Wnte to 
Sharmila Baneijee, do Copy 
Centre, P.O. Khardah, Dist- 
24 Parganas (north). Pm: 
743155. 

• Voltas air-conditioner: I 

offer an early Voltas air- 
comhtioner (Carrier) m very 
good condition for a good 
music system, imported 
camera with accessones or 
anything of corresponding 


value Contact S V Cousik, 
Flat-11, Ellora Apartments, 
C I T. Complex, No 2 
Ganahat Road (south) Cal- 
cutta-68. 

• Magazines and Stamps: I 

would like to exchange 200 and 
more issues of The Telegraph 
Colour Magazine, more than 
500 different vanties of match/ 
-box labels and over 1500 well- 
mamtamed Indian and foreign 
stamps for a small carnivorous 
animi or anythmg of corresp- 
ndmg value. Wnte to Asish 
Agrawal, c/o Prabhudayal 
Agrawal, B N Lai House, 
Chotisadak, Sambalpur-768 
001 

• Cassette: 1 offer a new 
cassette of Robert Palmer’s 
Heavy Nora (EMI) for a copy 
of 'People' magazme or any 
good novel. I also offer a new 
Engli.sh and Hmdi video cas¬ 
settes for other cassettes 
Please wnte to. Sourav Sen, 
7/5/1, S.N.C. Lane, Calcutta- 
35. 

e Wrtstwatcb and toy car: 

I offer one Seiko-S automatic 
wnstwatch with one year 
guarantee and m perfect condi¬ 


tion and a new ‘Gabnel' full 
radio-controlled Japanese toy 
car for any 80-watts car- 
stereo. Contact V Babu, 13/ 
71 Pamasree, Calcutta-60 

• Hawaiian Guitar: I would 
like to exchange an almost new 
Hawaian Guitar and 50 Indrajal 
comics for anythmg of corres¬ 
pondmg value Please contact 
Debabrata Mukhetjee, 27/1 
Northern Avenue, Calcutta- 
37. 

• Radio: I want to exchange 
my new National transistor 
with any electronic watch m 
running condition Contact 
Praveen Kumar Pantosh, 
Navm Nivas (2nd floor), Kas- 
turba Path, Patna-800 013 

• Study material: I want to 
exchange my Agrawal's tuto¬ 
rial course books for the IIT- 
JEE '89 examinations for any¬ 
thing of corresjxinding value. 
Please wnte to Subhasish 
Dey, 103 East Kamalapur, 
Dum Oum, Calcutta-28. 

• Audio cassettes and re¬ 
cords: I offer 30 audio casset¬ 
tes of Hmdi and En^uh songs, 
and five LP records of H^ 
film songs for anything of cor¬ 


respondmg value. Please wnte 
to Birender Kumar Keswani, 
25-B, Bhuneshwar, Nagar 
(polony, Orderly Bazar, Vara- 
nasi-221 002. 

• Coal mining books: I 

offer four volumes of 1.C.F 
Stathuro’s Cold Mining Prac¬ 
tice for a good, new Philips 
transistor (^ wave) Wnte to 
SN. Sanyal, 29/11/3 H,K 
Sett Lane, Calcutta-50. 

• Solar radio: I offer a solar 
radio with headphone (made m 
Japan) for anythmg of corres¬ 
pondmg value. Contact Khan- 
dakai Nasima, C/o Dr K.A. 
Zaman, 28 Phul Bagan Road, 
2nd floor, Flat-5, Calcutta-14. 

• Video games and 
stamps: I would bke to ex¬ 
change a mirror-screened 
video game along with 250 
Indian stamps and an equal 
number of foreign stamps for a 
Walkn^ and the novel "Three 
Men a a Boat' by Jerome K. 
Jerome or scxneth^ of cor¬ 
respondmg value. Wnte to 
Anwd Abnal, 4 Harfcet 1st 
bylane, Howrah-711101. 
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LET*SFACEIT 


E ver since I came across 
the Orwellian punch 
line—at 50 a man has 
the kind of face he deserves— 
I admit I have become a trifle 
too conscious of a largely 
ignored side of my anatomy. 
Though still a comfortable dis¬ 
tance away from the SOth 
milestone, I am seriously plan¬ 
ning to commence some fxe- 
saving acts in order to spare 
viewers any discomfiture 
when the time comes. 

For the purpose of this dis¬ 
course, I have not made any 
special mention of the alluring 
charms of feminine visages, 
not out of any chauvinistic 
considerations, but for the 
simple reason that I never 
mustered ample courage to 
come close enough to do them 
justice. Nor do I intend to 
racroach upon the exclusive 
domain of brautkaans and fisdal 
experts. Male feces of all 
sorts, clean-shaven, mous¬ 
tachioed, bearded ^ bes¬ 
pectacled, with props like 
cigars or pipes have teen in¬ 
cluded. The last category is a 
fast vanishing spedes, surviv¬ 
ing only among politicians who, 
with a modest income, can 
afford a Havana and question 
the integrity of another be¬ 
longing to ^ same trite. 

Poets and bards over the 
centuries have sung the 
praises of female feces. Even d 
you are the poor loved-and- 
lost fellow, still smarting from 
the pangs of unrequited love, 
you have Lord Byrrxi for com¬ 
pany, whose success with 
fem^s was a legend. "Ill 
cross the whitening foam. III 
seek a foreign home, till I 
forget a false fair fare..” 
Ladies will excuse my audacity 
when I daresay the felse-feir 
feces of today fer outnumber 
those of Byronic times. 

That reminds me of the 
early days of my uidiappy 
brush witii chemistiy at Pres¬ 
idency College when cele¬ 
brated Prof. P.K. Dutt'once 
recounted an incident ’of the 
feces of Victorian ladies turn¬ 
ing black to the consternation 
of afl viewers, while they were 



a Visage 



passing through a farmhouse, 
where considerable hydrogen 
sulphide gas was present in 
the atmosphere. Tte gas had 
promptly reacted with the lead 
oxide-rich facial make-up, 
yielding a black compound cd- 
led lead sulphide and moisture. 

I still remember the vicarious 
grin on Prof Dutt’s face and 
the observation, “So, you see, 
at least some p^ted feces do 
turn black at times!” 

Right from my childhood. I 
have been having problems 
with my fece. Dming school 
days whether or not 1 partici¬ 
pated in a prank perpetrated 
by others, the roving eye of 
the class teacher would always 
rest on my fece and I would be 
pulled up, while the real cul¬ 
prits would look cool, com¬ 
posed and even ^are back if 
necessary, and escape scot- 
free. 

Situations have not changed 
much even after my coming of 
am and entering marital Ide. 
My wife claims she knows the 
moment an attractive lady 
steps into a public conveyance, 
by mereb' liking at my fece. 

being persecuted, I have 
since adopted a strategy to 
maintain a studied indifference 
in my fece, ki similar settings, 
when angels flutter down 
make their appearances in 
crowded Calcutta minis. 

My wife maintains the 
switching of expression has 
made h« task aU the more 
easier. 

Faces, they saj^ reflect the 
minds beneath, llie veracity 
of the adage has diminished 
considerably today, the 
camouflages being far too 
many and well contrived. Like 
the refractive index of various 
materials, the dictum is applk- j 


aUe only to a varying degree, 
from person to person. The 
O’Henry story, Madison 
Square Arabian Ni^ts, re- 
vtdves round a society p^ter, 
whose portaits would invari- 
aUy bring out the inner hidden 
aspect of the persons, more 
often than not uncom¬ 
plimentary to themselves. 
Soon he was out of business 
and was reduced to a pauper. 

Also, a Daphne Du Maurier 
story tells of a vision a lady 
underwent, in a post-operative 
spell, in a nursing home cabin, 
when she noticed human heads 
of the attending nurse, doctor 
and her husband being re¬ 
placed by a serpent, dog and 
vulture’s, respectively. But 
few today can match the Byro¬ 
nic description of a fece pos¬ 
sessing "nameless grace, ” 
mellowed to that tender light 
which heaven to gaudy ^y 
denies”. 

A number of professions 
have some set faaal 
patterns long associated with 
them. A tough cop ought to 
have a huge moustache with 
the right twirls covering a 



considerable area of his fece, 
as a token of his auth(»ity. The 
grhn countenance of the 
mathematics teacher should 
send chills dovm the spines of 
students weak in the subject. 
A random beard and long hair 
have been accepted as ^se 
belonging to creative artists, 
poets ai^ new wave filmmak¬ 
ers, though exceptions have 
come up lately. If you are a 
policeman having a civilian 
fece, and engineer looking like 
a writer, or !he only one 
among half-a-dozen public ser¬ 
vice men sitting at the desk, 
whom people instantly recog¬ 
nise as approachable, 1 am 
afraid you are bound to be a 
misfit of sorts. 

Celebnties and successful 
men seldom display smiles lest 
they be identified with com¬ 
moners. They keep an air of 
indifferepce, a “Do not dis¬ 
turb” look in their ivory tower 
physiogomy. Of the twin 
cetebrities of Bengal, hogging 
the limelight at both the 
national and international level, 
for the last 30 years or so— 
Satyajit Ray and Jyoti Basu— 
notwithstanding the altitude 
difference of a foot have one 
point m common. They seldom 
smile. Talkmg of smiles a fen¬ 
ny story 1 read years ago in a 
ctedren magazme comes back 
to mmd. Someone was advised 
by his godman to keep a per¬ 
petually smiling fece. After a 
few initial obstacles, he made 
his way smiling into a tramcar, 
where in a few moments, 
another man’s pocket was 
picked. In a vain bid to 
apprehend the culprit by eli¬ 
mination, the fellow passen¬ 
gers challenged our smiling 
Buddha for having committed 
the act. The victim, however, 
came to our hero’s rescue, 
pointuig out that his pocket 
could not possibly be picked by 
someone, sitting a gt^ seven 
to eight feet away. A little 
bewildered, our hero jumped 
out of the running tram, only 
to be approached by a shifty- 
eyed mastan who tl^st a w^ 
of notes into his pocket as his 
share of the loot and vanished. 
The pickpocket was sure that 
our hero ted noticed him in 
action whi^ accounted for his 
smile. 

Soumitra Sinha 


10 






INDIAN iSSOCUnON (PDimded 1871$ 


Tte Indian Association 
situated at 62, 

Bowbazar Street (now 
Bipin Behari Ganguly Street) 
and founded on July 26,1876 
by Surendranath Baneqea, 
was intended to be the centre 
of an all-India political move¬ 
ment This was achieved by an 
all-India tour undertaken by 
Banerjea himself. The Asso- 
dation was established to help 
the formation of public opinion 
and promote by legitimate 
means the intellectual and 
material advancement of the 
people. It also served as a 
forum where representatives 
of the educated Bengali com¬ 
munity could express them¬ 



selves on controversial issues 
of the time, like Vernacular 
Press Act and Arms Act and 
also to protest ag^t the re¬ 
duction of age limit for the dvil 
services competitors frcan 21 
to 19. However, the actual aim 
of the Association was to 
awaken a spirit of solidarity 
among the Indians. 

The Indian Association lib¬ 
rary has an invaluable collec¬ 
tion—^leather-bound vdumes 
of the bnperia] Gazetteer, 
Quarterly Reww (from 1878 
onwards), Encyclopaedia Bri- 
taimka, Life ofGl^stone and 
JtAnMorky, Legislative 
Assembly debates dating back 
to 1922 and copies of more- 


—JV r 



than-l(X)-year-old BengaH 
newspapers. Earlier, scholars 
from sH over the wc^ con¬ 
sulted this library. The Jawa- 
harlal Nehru Museum even 
pcei»red a microfilm on India’s 
pofitkad developments based 
on this library’s records. 

The Association build^ 
vdiich stands witness to its 
once glorious days, now also 
houses a variety of mstitu- 
tions. The tenants of the flats 
that were leased out by the 
Association now refuse to 
move out, thereby aggravating 
its problems further. Lack of 
funds has prevented the Asso¬ 
ciation from investing in new 
books. 

Besides conducting regular 
seminars on burning topics of 
the day the Association at pre¬ 
sent is engaged in social wel¬ 
fare activities through the 
Suchi Shilpa Kendra and a rural 
medical unit 







RIE8 

Miieh ai-AprH 30 
A round of hunt, ous- 

_ tabled wortt will be 

suitably rewarded. Trading, 
manufacturing and Inveatlirg 
make a happy trio. Romance 
takes a backseat, but light flirta¬ 
tions are In order. Trips and 
commutbig could be well for 
busfness-Gum-pleaaure. Except 
for headaches, tack of adequate 
sleep and fool problems, your 
garwral health will be in order. 

AURUS 

April 21—May 20 

An exceptionally 
creative week. But re¬ 
member, creativity is not res¬ 
tricted to the arts and 
architecture. Two hearts beat as 
one and therefore moments of 
happy romance for many. Deals, 
campaigns and collaborations 
assure you sufficient gains. 
Travel is a salient feature of the 
next 27 days. Visitors, fore¬ 
igners, relatives and business 
associates will drop In. 


EMiNI 

May 2t-Juna 20 

Loans, funds, leguy, 
Joint finance and, 
perhaps, a long-awaited shift or 
sojourn are the week's main 
trends. Promotion, buying or 
selling and unexpected gabis 
help to augment your resources 
and capital. Romance may be 
worthwhile, but rather expen¬ 
sive. Travel is favourable for the 
next 21 days despite the poeai- 
blllty of a last-mintute cancella¬ 
tion or postponement. Health 
safeguards are necessary 

ANCER 

Jun*21->Uy20 

Socialising, group 
activity, engagement, 
marriage, collaboration and 
travel are well signified. You wW 
earn as much as you want to 
spend. Romance will be remark¬ 
able, the week bebig resonarb 
with love cabs. Health will take a 
turn for the better. Qet your 
travel kit ready. Your family will 
be proud of you; loyalty and 
affection wiH bowl you over. 

EO 

July 21—AuguM 21 
It is absolutely certabi 
that you wHI be car¬ 
rying a heavy workload and 
working full steam ahead. Ro¬ 
mance can watt for a week or so 
while your work momentum 
picks up. You WiH earn your 
money as weH as success. Work 
and family pressures could 
moan visits, bitervlews and con¬ 







ferences. A few health snags 
and ailments are Hkely. You will 
buy utensils, flower vases, glas¬ 
ses and crockery for the house¬ 
hold. 


IRGO 

August 22—Sspt 22 

The mabi band wlH 
include romance, 
children, education, vacations, 
hobbies, entertainment, engage¬ 
ment and marriage. As to as 
romance goes, you will .be bi 
your element. Partnerships, 
commission, brokerage, assign¬ 
ments and conbacts help you to 
rake bi the money. The next 20 
days are excellent for bavel. 
Your health remabis bi perfect 
shape. Childbbth or ooncepbon. 


a home away from home, refur¬ 
bishing and happy entertabiment 
are also foretold. 


IBRA 

Sspi 23—Oct 22 
Property and real 
estate are in focus, 
buybig, sefling. Investing, shop- 
pirig and fund-raising are high¬ 
lighted, and the home has a new 
look. Passion has a crimson 
flame and love a thousand hues. 

It is bme to shift, commute and 
emigrate. You could have some 
problems with your back, legs 
and eyes. You will do much to 
make the home your castle. By 
the end of August a wlsh- 
fulfibnenl la Hkety- 



CORPIO 

Oel 2S-N0V 22 

TIee, trips, wecipck 
and the locking 
nurns moke an excttbig vRiek. 
Love wm be bilense and pas¬ 
sionate. IMe your biftuence bi 
the field of finance. In May, 
conbacts, deals, tenders, od- 
taborations. Import-export and 
propositions are well signifiod. 
Neighbours may have much tc 
do with you. Mbxjr health prob¬ 
lems around Aprtt 26, 27. Enter¬ 
tainment, chikken, hobbles and 
shifting things armnd should be 
interesting. 



AQITTARIUS 

Nov 23-Doc 20 

A Job-hop, more pow¬ 
er lor you and ol 
course added responsibilities 
are the week's highlights. 
Buybig, shopping, selling and 
invM^ also figure prominently. 
You will not have much time for 
romance. Health problems will 
be there, but you will surely 
overcome them. Wait for a week 
before undertaking a Journey. 
The week Is also favourable for 
communications. 

APRICORN 

Dac 21—Jan IS 
New vistas and hori¬ 
zons will be open for 
you. Romance will be In abund¬ 
ance. You will have plenty of 
opportunities to boost your fi¬ 
nances. Health will be solid and 
steady as ever. Travel, advertis- 
big and correspondence leads to 
gold and gaiety. 

'~ m 1 quarius 

/a Jan 20-Ftb 18 

• * Expenses, travel, 

. property, land. buM- 

big and construction for lovable 
Aquarians. Romance is your 
d(^ny. Negotiations, bar^ln- 
ing, company takeovers, erec¬ 
tion of a plant and installation of 
machbiety are also fated. Work 
pressures could tell upon your 
health. Home and family will 
b^ Joy and happiness. 

ISCE8 

Fab 1S-Ma>clv20 

Journey, visits, biter- 

_ views, and signing ol 

conbacts. deeds, documents. In¬ 
struments of negotiation and 
bonds are the salient features of 
the week. As regards romance, 
you wHI have your hands full. 
You should make a quick buck 
as a deal with a long-ranM 
Impact should come through. 
Those bi the arts, communica¬ 
tion. bnport-expoit and trading 
do woniderfully well. 
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PANOI 


Ktidded'jgvcr (he q'est M 
k)w biff a» .l /(Miked up ttie 
shingled pith; Hie'iiiht <n 
whs spectKutar enoui^ to ^ 

amT' iprinliled on the unihdatng 
tvere seven aagfiScetit Hindtt tem- 
aff of them (d dnh, foseffffiKati 


' Siimn«Btdki|tbebiift-tqun8often)^ 
and rained hcMisfU i9 e miMive 
vnl ntersperied vdffi’hefty semi-iiitoulBr 
tunets gmng an abptpince of great 
atiength to tl^ fortined teo^ conpex. 
Bfiot. ft it .said, it derived from ^ 
Kot—‘Hie Port of Br^'-and TOot, 

S&kma finiber up the Indus nmrGhadnMt 
Barrage is natn^ after Ms bttnfter, Tl. 

a third htother^ 
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St. 


KushalRa 


captures the pomp 


of the Annapurna 


Puja, held in 


the aty last 


fortnight 


A nnapurna is tte original 
form of Durga, who repre¬ 
sents power and prosperity 
As her name suggests, she 
also ensures anna (food) for all 
her worshippers While Durga 
represents more of power and 
l^ry, Annapurna’s benign im¬ 
age IS of concern for home and 
happiness She is the 
source of food, and women 
offer her nee grains during the 
annual two-day festival in her 
honour 

Though Annapurna IS not as 



CAPTIONS 

(1) Women bringing out the annakut, e mound of 
praaad; (2) Offering vermilion to Annapurna; (3) 
Farewell to Annapurna; (4) Baran, the grand finale 
to the two-day festival; (5) Rice grains for the 
goddess; and (6) Bowing to the Kumarl 
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popular as Durga, Kali or Lak- ^ 
shim, she 18 the presiding deity 
in the homes of Calcutta’s 
traditional hunibes Prominent 
among them is Dab Sen’s fami¬ 
ly in Shyambazar where about 
100 members live together in a 
virtual world of their own 
The Annapurna puja is the 
biggest occasion for the Sens, 
who celebrate it in style, 
almost as a dehance in the face 
of the winds of change playing 
havoc with traditionai values 
The festival begins with 
Kumanptqa (worshiping of an 
unmarried ^rl), then passes 
throu^ a senes of uiteresting 
ntuals The baran (ceremonial 
send-off) is the most spectacu¬ 
lar when all the women of the 
house, niunbenng around 40, 
form circles and move around 
the deity seven tunes 
The deity is then taken on a 
lorry for her journey to the 
Ganga for unmersion while ail 
the family members and 
curiously moved nei^ibours 
stand in silence, caught in a 
sudden sadness after hours of 
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W hat is time? 

Aak six people to explain it 
today and you may get six 
answers. A ^ysidst, for instance, might 
say time is one of the two basic buikibtg 
blocks of the universe, the other being 
space. For a banker time is money; for a 
Buddhist monk time is contemplated in 
nature's eternally retummg cycles. 

A graffiti on a c^e wall in Austin, Texas, 
attempted an answer; "Time is nature's 
way of keeping everything from happening 
all at once.” 

“We have given more attention to 
iiKasuring time than to anythi^ in na¬ 
ture," says Gemot Winkler, director of 
Time Services at the US Naval Observa¬ 
tory m Washington, DC. "But time re¬ 
mains an abstraction, a nddle that exists 
only in our imnds." 

in reporting on the enigma of time John 
Boslough writes, “We have come to place 
a premium on measuring the flow of 
time—as if by measuring it we could begm 
to understand it.” 

Today more than half-a-billion watches a 
year pour off assembly lines, with some 
300,000 sold daily in the United States 
alone. The world's largest timepiece 
manufacturer, Japan's .Seiko Group, pro¬ 
duces more watches than does all Switzer¬ 
land. More timepieces have been built, 
Boslough theorises, than all other 
machines combined. 

Without the clock, and now the watch, 
there is no modem world, says David 
Landes, a historian of timekeeping at 
Harvard University. "It is the difference 
between a complex, intricately coordin¬ 
ated society and a primitive one only 
vaguely aware of time's possibilities.” 

A vast global timekeeping system keeps 
all dvilisatirm synchronized—to within a 
billionth of a second a day. In today's 
technological world a navigator at sea or 
aloft, plotting his location by satellite, 
refies on a time signal accurate to within a 
single millionth of a second. Deep space 
pri^s are guided by radio signals tim^ to 
billionths of a second (nanoseconds). 

■Physicists tracking motion inside an 
atomic nucleus reckon in picoseconds (tril- 
lionths of a second) or even femtoseconds 
(thousandths of a picosecond). There are 
more femtoseccmds in one second than 
there were seconds in the past 31 million 
years. 

At some 50 timekeeping stations around 
the world, atomic clocks allow this re¬ 
markable splitting of seconds by counting 
the oscillations of atoms to tell time. The 
most prease US atonuc clock, located at 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology ui Boulder, Colo., is accurate 
to within one second in 3(X),()00 years. A 
second is virtually infinite, says David 
Allen, a time theorist at the institute. It 
can be split into as many pieces as 
technology allows. 

The notion diat time is absolute was 
shattered by Albert Einstein's special 
theory of^ladvity. For Einstein time 
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Killing time takes but a millionth of ■ ncond for a bullet 
i; ;p ; shattering a watch. Air molecules, compressed before impact, 

. ignited Into a silhouette of the bullet as it travelled at 3,200 feet 
a second. Such photographs, in which a flash of light acts as the 

camera’s sh ' .. ‘ " 

' human eye 
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Photographed as if receding into a black hole, a term he coined 
for a superdense body created when a massive star collapses of 
its own gravitational pull, Princeton University physicist John 
Wheeler says time there would stand still. A pioneer in quantum 
theory, Wheeler is at home measuring time by billionths of a 
second 


depends oi how fast one is travelling. 
Events determine how fast time passes 
instead of the other way around. 

Not time, but the speed of light 
(186,282 miles a second) is the 
absolute, explains theoretkal phy»cist 
Stephen Hawking of England’s Cambridge 
University. In a sense the speed of light is 
Einstein’s master dock, because there can 
be no velocity without time, and the speed 
of li^t never varies. So the speed of li|^t 
is the best way to measure a distance. 

Yet gravity affects both ^t and time. 
In the imiverse of Einstein’s relativity, 
gravity is caused by the intrusion of a large 
chunk of matter sudr as the sun into space 
and time. 

Gravity bends both space aiKl time. In 
the presence of a large stellar object light 
must travel fiuther between two {i^ts 
and time slows down, relativistically 
speaking. This presents a problem, (hi the 
surface of Jupiter, with 318 times the mass 
of Earth, an atomic cesium clock would run 
noticeably slower. 

A black hole, a superdense body created 
when a massive star collapses of its own 
gravitational pull, has a gravity field so 
intense that not even light can escape its 
sur&ce. There time would stand still 

“This shows us," says John Wheeler, 
the Princeton University physidst who 
gave black holes their name, “that time is 
a measuring tool, not an absdute flow or a 
subsumce.” Without an event there is no 
time. This means, Wheeler believes, that 
time may be a secondary feature of nature, 
nm a basic one. “But we’re only talking 
about the {^ysks of time here,” he notes. 

What is time? Boslough condudes: "I 
believe that Professor Wheeler’s concept 
of time comes the closest to an actual 
explanation; that it is a dimension and, like 
any otter dimension, only a secondary 
qu^y in nature." But, he adds, humms 
have internalised it so powerfully that time 
has takmi on a meaning all its o^. 
(National Geographic News Service) 
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RKC:U1,AK SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


Rajesh Koshan. 

• Kroadh: Opera (Lenm Sarani: 
281849)—4 shows. 

Directed by Shashilal Nair and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal. 
the film stars Sunjay Dutt. Sunny 
Deol. Amnta Singh. Sonam and 
Anupam Kher. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S.N. 
Banerjee Road, 241383)—10.45. 
2.15. 5.30. 9; Indua (Indra Roy 


Road; 471757)—4 shows; Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street; 552270)—11.30 am. 

The biggest hit of recent times, 
this teenyboppers’ love story stars 
Salman Khan .and debutante 
Bhagyashree. The film is directed 
by Sooraj R. Barjatiya and the 
music IS by Raam Laxman 
• Meri Lalkaar: Jyoti (Lenm 
Sarani; 241132), Naaz (Lower 


• Aapan Aamaar Aapan; Mi- 

nar (Bidhan Sarani; 552753), Bjjoli 
(S.P. Mukherjee Road; 473462). 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 354740)—3 shows. 

.A film by Tarun Majumdar, star¬ 
ring Tapas Paul, Prasenjit, ^tabdi 
Roy. Soumitra Chatteijee, Sub- 
hendu Chatteijee, Deepankar De, 
Shakuntala Barua, Sanghamitra 
Banergee, Indrani Dutta, Biptab 
Chatteijee and Anup Kumar. The 
music IS by R.U. Burman. 

• Andha Bichar: Menoka (Sarat 
Chattetjee Avenue; 410417)—3, 
5.30i 8.15; Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhadun Street; 
552270)—Jagat (Acharya Prafiilla 
Chandra Road; 365108). 

Mithun Chakraborty, Mandaki- 
ni. Tanuja, Deepa Sahi, Biplab 
Chatteijee and Sadashiv Anu^pur- 
kar star m this Shakti Samanta film 
whose music is by R.D. Burman. 

• Ekhane Aamaar Swarga; 
Rupbani (Bidhan Sarani: 553413), 
Aruna (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
3,59561). Bharati (S.P. Mukheijee 
Road; 48.5.593)—1. 4. 7. 

Tapas Paul. Deepika, Sumitra 
Mukheijee. Ruma Guhathakurta 
and Soumitra Chatteijee are the 
chief attractions in this film, 
directed by Jahar Biswas and has 


• Amiri Garibi: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442)—12. 3. 6. 9. 

A film by Harmesh Malhotra. 
starring Jeetendra. Rekha. Rishi 
Kapoor, Raj Babbar. Poonam Dhd- 
lon and Ncelam. the music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Azaad Desh Ke Gulam: 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road. 242266). Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street: 250437). Milra 
(Bidhan Sarani. .551133). Pnya 
(Rashbchan Avenue: 464440)—4 
shows. 

Rekha. Rishi Kapoor. Jackie 
Shroff. Pran and Prem Chopra are 
the major attractions of this fikn. 
directed bv S.A. Chandrashekhar. 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal. 

• Kishen Kanhaiya; Orient 
(Bentinck Street; 281917)—12. 3. 
6, 9; Basusree (S.P Mukheijee 
Road; 484808)—11.45. 2.45. 
5.45. 8.45. 

A film by Rakesh Roshan. star¬ 
ring Anil Kapoor. Madhun Dixit. 
Shilpa Shndkar. Kader Khan and 
Amnsh Pun. The music is by 
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fninic by R.D. Bunnan. 

• Rakui RMn (A)t Dtrpuu 
(Bidban Sarani; SS8080), huna 
($.P. Muklmjee Road; 474S67)- 
Stiiows; Pra^(AcfaaryaJagadiah 
Chandn Boae Road; 271282)—2. 
5, 7.45. 

Directed by Suahil Mukheijee 
^ with muaic by Bappi Lahin the 
aim aiars l^or Banenee, Metfma 
- Srivaatav, Utpai Dutt, Abh^ Sen, 
Anup. Kumar, Tarun Kumar, Bi> 
plab Chatteoee and Satabdi Roy. 


Sprt ijil K\ dlls I 


22 April: 10 JO am 

St^ Chib (SAIL) presents Pra- 
veen Kumar and his orchestra, and 
a Mohini Attam recital by Ra^ 
Outta. 

At Kata Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086). 

22 April: 3 pm 

Moaer Basaru Shyama—a prog¬ 
ramme of classical music features 
Sohanlal Sharma (harmonium), 
Samar Dutta (sarod), Deben Das 
and Nupur Ganguly (vocal) and 
Bunal Roy (tabla). 

At Natmandir (Dakshmeswar 
KafiBan). 

22 April: $ pm 
The Arany Banei^ee Memonai 
Prise for 1990 wiD be awarded to 
the noted vocalist, Malabika 
Kapan. Hie award-giving cere¬ 
mony will be followed by a vocal 
recital by the artiste herseK 
At Ashutosh Centenary Hall (In- 
duui Museum). 

22-24 AprU 

Spachula will hold an exhibition 
of paintings m the West Gallery. 

22-2S April 

Pamters Orchestra will hokf an 
exhibition of pamtmgs m the North 
Gallery. 

a Shekhar Paul and others will 
hold their pamtmgs exhibibon m 
the New South G^ry. 

22-27 AprU 


23 April: «.48piB 
RaukaRat^Sabbggreseaua’ 
Bbmti Natyam rapM by Kumaii 
Lricahoi Rniaa aod a Kadilpudl 
redtil tv Neetala 0. PaL 
At Sri Thyagir^ HaQ (P-S30 
Raja Baaotta Roy Road; Cakiitta 
29). 

23 April oavards 

A week-kmg eidiifaition of paint¬ 
ings by the students of Sangeet 
Shyamida in the New GaUery. 

26 April onwards 
Association of Creative Photo¬ 
graphy will hold a week-lo^ ex¬ 
hibition of photographs in the 
North Gallery. 

e Painters ’80 will hold a 10-day- 
long extubition of pamtings ai^ 
sculptures in the New South Gal¬ 
lery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

TRAVEL 
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NOTi: All •rrivni and da- 
parturo timoa ana for Cal- 
eiitta. Flfluraa in brackata 
danota ma daya. 1 baing 
Monday. 


Inti ! n.itidiial 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
(aSO; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Ca lout ta-Del hi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): AI-1651/ 
AI-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-DclU-ParU-liOodon: 

Dep (7); AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 

Bombay-Calcutta-Baagkok- 

Tokyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5); AI-306 at 2020. 

Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915. Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 

New York-London-Delhl- 


MiytMl hdrii Ip thgi n 0 ul» Indian AJrllnaa ariia- 
diM iirt tiM aahbdulB baa toan owtallad duo td 
Siapdiiiidkw of |t« AIrbtia ASM flaat. Paaaan- 
■arp BIO BdyMBd to baaii traok of announoa* 
manta mado by In^n AlrHnaa In tha praas. For 
aoala^oo, thay may oontaot 2B2B4B, 262B8B, 
2068M, 202417, 060433, 000841/2f3f4/B and 


Calcutta-Tespur-Jorhat- 
Guwabatl-Calcutta: Dep. (3. 5, 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5. 7): 
IC-213 at 1540. 

Caleutta-Guwahati-DImapttr: 

Dep. (1, 3. 5, 6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Ait. (1, 3. 5. 6); lC-220 at 1550. 
CalcutU-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at 1100; Arr. (daily)- 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2. 4). 
IC-243 at 1030, Dep, (3, 5, 6, 7), 
1C-243 at 0600. Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400; Arr. (daily): IC-242 at 
0900 Arr (2, 4). lC-244 at 1230, 
An- (3. 5. 6. 7): IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1). IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Implial: Dep. 
(daily); IC-2K at 0600; Arr. (du- 
fo): IC-256 at 1030. 
Calcntta-Bhubaaeahwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep. (3, 
5. 6); IC-269 at 1710; Arr. (3, 5. 

6) ; IC-270 at 2040. 
(^cutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 
2, 7): IC-277 at 1745: Arr. (1, 2. 

7) : lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcvtta-Port Blair: Dep. (2. 

4): 1C-28S at 0545; Arr. (2, 4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car Nico¬ 
bar; Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0545; 
Arr. (1): lC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Rancbl-Patnn- 
Lucknow-Oelhi: Dep. (1, 3, 4, 
5. 6, 7): IC-410at 0830; Arr. (1, 3. 
4, 5. 6, 7): IC-409 at 1420. 




IC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Oclbi: Arr. 
(6); IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6); 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Caicntta-Kathmaiidn: Dep. (2, 

4. 6, 7): lC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1. 

5) : RA-214 at 1650; Arr. (2, 4, 6, 
7): IC-248 at 1915, Arr. (1, 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 

Calcutu-Obaka: Dep. (1, 2, 4, 

5, 7): IC-223 at 1340, Dep. (2, 4, 

6) : BG-092 at 1130, D^. (1.3, 7): 
B(^094 at 1800, Dep. (5); BG-096 
at 2100; Arr. (1, 2, 4, 5, 7): IC-224 
at 1540, Arr. (2, 4, 6): BG-091 at 
1015, Arr. (1, 3, 7): BG-093 at 
1645, Arr. (5): BG-095 at 1945. 
Calcntta-Cbittafong; Dep. (3, 
6): lC-225 at 1330,^. (2, 5): 
BG-698 at 1315; Arr. (3, 6); 1C- 
226 at 1550, Arr. (2, S): BG-697 at 
1230. 

Calcutta-Fara: Dep. (2, 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; Apr. (2, 5): KB-105at 
1330. 
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Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); AI- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6); Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

CnIcutta-DelU: Dep. (7); Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

OelU-CnIciittn: Arr. (1); Ai- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7): Al-1122 at 
0330. 



Nirmal Das, Manab Deb and 
Gautam Bhownuk will hold an ex- 
hOiition of pamtmgs and sculptures 
in the South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 264302). 
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Calcutta: Arr. (7); A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-lXelhi- 
ClJcutta: Arr. (7): AM62/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr 
(1): AM32/AI-1320 at 1340 
Moscow-Oubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dubal-Moacow: Dep. 
(4); SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Calcutta-Amman: 
Air. (1, 4): Rl-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(I, 4); Rl-181 at 0830. 

Caloutta-Siniapon: Dnp ( 2 ): 

Sq-416 at 1120 and Dq>. (7)- 
SQ-413st 1530; Arr. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; Arr. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
Ciiciitta-Bnngkok: Arr. (2, 4, 

7): IC-232 at iSV), Air. (I. 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7); 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
Tri-314 It 1355. 
Ualbl-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6): IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6); 


Calcutta-Pelhi: Dep. (daily). IC- 
263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1710; 
Arr (daily) IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-273 at 1920, Dep. (1. 2. 3. 5, 6. 
7): IC-176 at 0845; Arr (daily): 
IC-274 at 1630. Arr. (1, 2, 3, 5. 6. 
7): IC-175 at 0755 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily) 
IC-265 at 1640; Arr (^ily) IC- 
266 at 2150. 

-Calctttta-Bangalorc; Dep. (2. 
3. 4, 5, 6. 7): lC-271 at 1400; Arr. 
(2, 3. 4, 5, 6, 7): OC-272 at 1945. 
Calcutta-Vfsag-Madras: Dep. 
(1. 2, 4. 6): IC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
(1. 2. 4. 6); IC-S41 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Guwaluti; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); lC-229 St 1320; Arr. (dsily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarb: Dep. (l, 
2, 3, 4, S, 6); IC-201 at llSO; Arr.. 
<1, 3. 5, 6); IC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2, 4); lC-202 at 1500. 


Caleutta-SbUlong-Guwabati- 
Silcbar: Dep. (daily): PP-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2. 4. 6, 7); PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcntta-Guwahatl-Jlorhat- 
Lilabari-Dibnigarh: Dep. (1. 
3. 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815: Arr. 
(1, 3, 5, 7): PF-71(V736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-lmphal-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Art. (2, 4, 6): PP-728 at 1745. 
Calcntta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
D^. (2. 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4, 5): PF-730 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Jamahadpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
3, 5); PF-718at080a 
Cakutta-Agartalai Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; Air. (1,3. 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakntta-Alxawl-Silcbar: Dep. 
-'dB9y):.PP-70S at 1120; Arr. (dal- 
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onO^NQ INI Our MHar pal la toaaing aenwtfilng ovar i 
ahlp'a aMa- What can It ba? To IbNl out, draw dot to dot 


a BOX SEATI A largo box contains lour amaller boxas 
and each of these amaller boxes contains four more 
How many boxes in all? Answer quickly 
HI u| Huoq wo-^uaMi 


3_ — 


SON 

SON 

SON 

SON 

SON 

SON 

SON 


SEVEN‘SONS* mXM 
Ctuaa to aovan mamorabla namaa 
sndtog In SON are given batow. 
Three names have ate lallara; tour 
have aovan (sea above). 

1. Ha was tricked by Delilah. 

2. Ha aaHad on lha ‘Half Moon* 

S Ha Invsnieel the Hghi buto, ale. 

4 . Ylkas, a Vika, son of Eric too 
Bad 

B. Ha pannad ‘And flied toa shot 
he^ round the wcxid.* 

5. Ha oompaHed an English dic¬ 
tionary. 

7. ‘Father of the US Conatltu- 
tlon‘ 

FW In the names 


• MATH MAOKI You aan 
figurt out ■ parson's 
twolglit and ago wItK a Sim- 

K lo eomposition. Haro's 
ow: Hava tha parson 
multiply Ms or har wrolglit 
tay turn, add fivo, muW^ 
by go. Now, add 17W, and 
subtraet year of his or her 
birth. Rsoun from left to 
right ravaals wsight and 

N^ yaar.'add 1740. 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thera are at least *x dHtar- 
ancas In drawing dauils batwean top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers wtth those below 
Buasiiu a smPU S Suassu a tatood t WSJSUIP a 
SU » psMwapusH e SuaaiuasdoiSMis Z JSrsuMauao t ■esusiSMtq 


SCORE 10 points for using ell the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

INFRARED 


THEN Kore 2 points each for all 
words of four letters or more 
found among the letters. 

Try to scare at least M p eta t s. 
sjsiiito unjflsus aasssd 








































ii Uf inch artist was called 

W ‘The Divine Paln- 
ter'?” asks Anil Lai, Calcutta 
33 

During the 37 years allot* 
ted him as lito from Good 
Friday, 1483, to Good Friday 
1520, Raphael became 
known as the prince of Re¬ 
naissance paintws Bom in 
Urbino as Raffaello Sanzio, 
he began his training early 
His first teacher was his 
father, a competent painter 
but one of no great merit, 
who was connected with the 
court of Fedengo da Mon- 
tefeltro, Duke of Urbino 
Raphael was already consi¬ 
dered a master by the age of 
17, when he was appren¬ 
ticed to Ii Perugino, an illust¬ 
rious Urbnan planter 

In 1503 Raphael received 
a commission to paint the 
first in a long series of 
Madonnas which were to be 
among the crowning 
achievements of his career 
The following year, lured by 
the spreading fame of 
Leonardo da Vinci ar>d 
Michelangelo, Raphael 
moved to Florence He stu¬ 
died under under Leonardo 
for a bnef time, and the 
Immediate Influence of the 
Mona Lisa can be seen in 
Raphael's first portrait in 
Florence of Maddalena Doni, 
the wife of his patron, Angelo 
[^l Although Raphael was 
influenced deeply by Leonar¬ 
do and Michelangelo, he 
was not merely an imitator 
He culled the most lasting 
elements from the artistic 
tradition of the 100 years 
prior to his time and adapted 
them in his own unique style 

Invited to Rome in 1508 by 
Pope Julius II, Raphael was 
commissioned to fresco the 
walls of a suite of rooms in 
the Vatican (referred to as 
the Stanza) The watts were 
already covered by master¬ 
pieces of earlier painters, but 
they were plastered over to 
enable Raphael to depict 
scenes from the Old and 
New Testaments, which 
were to be the basis for 
nearly all future scnptural art 
The only panels which 
Raphael would not allow to 
be affected were those 
painted by his former 


roc 7fffiOuMMon.*Whatia‘holldaylMaif7 
(0r8uplMdiraNath8wlMdMkari,WIB« 
(R) 18/6 QoN Green. Caieutta 700 048) 
Ana; WHMn 24 home of heavy drinUng. 
atriaior ventricular arrhythmlaaaapaclal- 
ly paroxyamal tachycardia, occur after a 
Mnga In IndMduala ahowing no other avManca of 
heart diaaaaa. 


teacher, Perugino 
A man of amazing indus¬ 
try, Raphael simultaneously 
undertook the architectural 
plans for St Peter's Basilica 
and the design of tapestries 
for the Sistine Chapel while 
engraed In painting the Vati¬ 
can Sanza Raphael's ener¬ 
gy was matched by his popu¬ 
larity With delicate features, 
a smooth, beardless comple 
xion, and his hair in a 
fashionable pageboy, 
Raphael was nearly as love¬ 
ly as his paintings He had 
an aura of perpetual youth 
and seem^ to blend the 
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qualities of both sexes, gen¬ 
tle to the point of being effe¬ 
minate, yet self-confident 
and possessing unques¬ 
tioned authority Practically 
worshipped by the intellec¬ 
tuals ami artists of Rome 
and constantly surrounded 
by an entourage, he was 
envied by other giants of his 
day, but he was always 
ready with a reply to any 
jealous taunt When 
Michaelangelo said to him, 
“You walk as a general at 
me head of an army,” 
Raphael retorted, “And you 
as an executioner going to 
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the scaffold"—referring to 
the platform Michaelaiigelo 
used while palntiiw the ceil¬ 
ing of the Sistine Chapel. 

Although known as “II Di- 
vlno” (the divine oriS), 
Raphael's personal life was 
far from saintly He had a 
reputation for revelling in the 
sensual, and it was 
rumoured that he engaged In 
many love affairs Atone 
time he was betrothed to the 
niece of Cardinal Babbiena, 
but the greatest passion of 
his life was a woman who 
served as his model for 
several paintings, including 
the Sistine Madonna It is be¬ 
lieved that she lived with him 
until his final illness, at which 
tme he dismissed her from 
his house but provided 
generously for her in his will 
Regardless of the details of 
his personal relationships, it 
IS known that the men and 
wompn that he loved and 
knew best inspired the fi¬ 
gures in his paintings 

In addition to his role as an 
artist, Raphael was supenn- 
tendent of the excavatin of 
ancient Rome It was while 
involved In thesexliggings in 
the marshes surrounding the 
city that he contracted the 
malarial fever that was to 
take his life Never robust, 
and doubtlessly overtaxed 
by the prodigious amount of 
work he had undertaken 
since his youth, Raphael 
succumb^ to the fever His 
life was cut short at the peak 
of his artistic powers 
Raphael was laid out in state 
with his unfinished master¬ 
piece The Trans^guration 
behind his bier Rome's en¬ 
tire community of artists filed 
past his coffin, mourning the 
premature death of their ci¬ 
ty s last great Renaissance 
painter 

Poetscript: The Dalhousie 
Institute wilz for the Errol 
Cowper Trophy is scheduled 
for 17,18,19 May Please 
send your entries to, 
Dalhousie Institute, 42 Jhow- 
tella Rqgd, Calcutta-19, not 
later than May 3 Please 
note that last-minute scratch 
teams may not be accommo¬ 
dated 
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CANDID CAMERA 



the phone tapping scani and decided to let himself be heard this time, loud and 
clear. Photograph by KALYAN CHAKRAVORTY 







HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitaiisabon 
at home, under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India s Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

3100 

250 

17600 

— 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

37 750 

5 250 

840* 

52 750 

7 400 

1300* 

82 500 

11500 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Accident cover 
available on payment of additional premium 
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COME TO BIHAR 



To get away from the heat of daily life- 
come to the natural serenity-That is Bihar. 

The water falls at Hundru,Zonha,Dasam, Kakolat. 

The forest reserves of Betla, Hazaribagh. 

The Sun-rise and sun-set at Netarhat 

Will all hold you back with their delectable beauty. 

The grandeur of the historical past at Nalanda, Pawapuri, 
Rajgir are a pleasure to the eyes. 

Bihar Tourism will make your journey and stay a cool and 
comfortable one 

Come to Bihar once you will want to come again and again. 


■ for details: contact- 

Tourist Information Centre 

Mazhml Haque Road, Patna Phone-225295 

Tourism Information Centre 

Court Campus, Ranchi Phone-20426 
Released by Public Relations Deptt. Bihar. 
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The bad news first Summer is here again. Sweat Stickiness. Soaring celsius. 

And now the good* It’s time again to pack up and get away firom it aD. To 
climes that are aaah. To hills that are oh-ho. To seasides that are phew, 

with the waters going lap-lap. 

It’s time for the cool and the calm. 
It’s time for the great escapes. 




■ V# Goa spells magic, mirth and music. And 
many things else besides the swipe of feni. 


21 

mm I Sandakphu and Dzongn are two and four 
days’ treks from Daneeling, respectively—and they 
could hardly be matched m the pleasure they give. 

26 Nepal is God’s great idea in tourism and the 
kingdom this year is all dressed up and ready to 
welcome visitors. 



■ Khajuraho is a'Spectacle m stone which 
draws everyone from Swiss undergraduates to 
Japanese businessmen to the intense artists from 
France. Everyone, it seems, except Indians. 





Cover The fem-dad forests between Yuksam and Bakhim. by So)oy Das 
















TlmtrOatta 


i* i people of Bengal,” goes a 

S I saying in the vernacular, "are 

A. bhojan btlashi and bbroman 
bilashf '—food and travel being theu- two 
greatest passions And while the heat of 
summer and end-of-school term relief call 
for a holiday, the tropical climate and the 
uievitable rush make long distance travel a 
nightmare What bliss, then, to discover 
that the nei^bounng states of Bihar and 
Onssa offer resorts as yet untouched by 
the bane of avilisation, where hills and 
nvers merge with cool, whispering forests 
to wipe away the city cobwebs and infuse a 
sense of renewed well-being which gears 
one to cope with a hectic routine once 
again' 

Bihar often comes as a pleasant surprise 
to those who least expect to find mystique 
and natural splendours in that state If you 
are fond of nature and sohtude, or even 
travellmg in a group, head for McClus- 
kieganj The name evokes nostalgia, for a 
sleepy hamlet nestling amid the rocky 
glades of Ranchi'district, beckoning the 
traveller to savour its dew-drenched 
walks. Its hilly forests, and yes, even a 
haunted house that is said to have be¬ 
longed to McCluskie himself 
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Take the Doon Express from Howrah, 
and board the Barkaknam coach, which is 
disconnected at Gomoh and attached to 
another train while you are bhssftilly 
asleep. At Barkahkana, simply hop off and 
board a bogie towards the front of the 
train, and you’D be in McChiskiegaiq m no 
time. Once there, walk along the metalled 
road for about 10 minutes to one of the 
private bungalows which offer accom- 
modatioa R. Miner's Queen’s Cottage is a 
pretty house with a lovely garden, if you 
like It and offers rooms for Rs SO, and a 
kitchen Those who 

hke beii% waited upon can avail of the 
chowkidar’s culinary skills or opt for one of 
the eating-houses nearby. 

Rest awhile, then set out to explore 
The inhabitants are simple, hoiwst folk, if 
any guidance is called for. The more 
adventurous can visit the 'haunted' house 
at night especially by moonlight It is an 
out-of-tfus-worW experience. There are 
channmg picnic spots to spend your days, 
on the banks of ^ gur^g Chatti nver, 
from where one can watch soul-stimng 
sunsets Only the bells tinklmg as the 
cattle return from distant pastures will 
bring you back to earth 

The entire Ranchi district, in fact, offers 
such delights Children generally resent an 
overdose of quiet contentment, and for 
them, Ranchi town itself, situated 2,14U 
feet above sea level in the very heart of 
the Chhotanagpur belt, is a perfect base 
for excursions The Hundru falls, where 
the Subamarekha cascades down from a 
height of 320 feet the johna frdls of the 
Kai^ nver, or Dessamgarh, are all 
withm a radius of 4S kms or less The 
beautiful Himi falls, 75 kms frnm Ranchi, 
are also a must The clunate, as the 
tounsm department unfrdlmgly pomts out 
IS "sahibnous," but the rocks and verdant 
scenes are enough to restore you anyway! 
BMchatPuri 



McChuUefaniJ 


Prom Ranchi, one can head for the hill 
station of Netartiat. Known as the 'Queen 
of Chhotanagpur’, at an elevabon of 3,700 
feet these hiUs lack the grandeur of the 
Hunalayas, but provide enjoyable trekking 
ground and offer ^onous views of sunnses 
and sunsets Stay at the tourist bungalow 
or Palamau Bungalow if you are an early 
nser—it offers the best views of sunnse 
Sunset IS visible from Magnolia Pomt, 10 
kms away Picmc spots like the upper and 
lower Ghagn waterfalls and the Koel 
Viewpomt (for a breathtakmg view of the 
Koel nver), or excursions to the Lodh and 
Sadni falls (by jeep) are recommended 
If time permits, head 104 kms east to 
the vast sanctuary of the Palamau Nabonal 
Park With its panoramic valleys and 
ndges, silent lakes and turbulent water¬ 
falls, this part of the Chotanagpur plateau 
houses the famous Betla tiger reserve 
Abundant wildlife ui the form of elephants, 
langurs, sambhars, gaur, cheetal, nilghai, 
sloOi bear, and if you are really lucky, the 
tigers themselves, will greet you in their 
natural habitat. Once the seat of the Chera 
km^, the park, coveimg an area of 250 
sq. kms houses a fort and several histoiK- 
al monuments. Palamau was the world's 


first forest to enumerate its tiger census m 
1932 and has three watch-towers to give 
you the vantage points for si^itmg wOdllre 
atwaterholes The Swiss Family Robmson 
treetop tower is a favourite haunt of 
tourists. 

Hazanbagh, too, has a nabonal park. 
About 26 kms from the popular health 
resort, the park stands at an elevation of 
2,919 feet above sea level The Canary 
Hill and Hazanbagh lake are sights to 
behold The wildlife at this sanctuary 
uicludes panthers 

From Hazanbagh, one can visit Rqjarap- 
pa, 89 kms away Or, if you are on a 
shoe-stnng budget, travel to Rajarappa 
directly from Howrah, takmg the Black 
Diamond Express to Dhanbad, and subse¬ 
quently a bus or jeep. This place speUs 
wild beauty Bless^ with hills and forests 
and two very different nvers—the gushing 
Damodar and the gently flowing Bhginvi. 
The confluence of the two is an exquisite 
sight. The huge boulders, the white sand, 
and the waters dancing memly on the 
rocky bed, drench the senses. Relax with 
your feet in running water, or walk m the 
yis, or spend your day m the forest The 
dhanunshaJa is happy to accommodate 
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1, R.N. Mukherjee Road, 

Martin Burn House, 
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Calcutta-700 001. 
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you, fipee of cost. 

For tourists who prefer historical asso¬ 
ciations to nature’s glory, Riygir and 
Nalanda offer excellent gateways. R^gir, 
where Buddha lived and Mahavir was 
bom. is just a village today, but vestiges of 
Its legendary past remaia A cyclopean 
wall encircles the town and local folklore 
ascnbe the rock engravings to Lord Krish¬ 
na’s chanot. A ropeway provides the link 
with a hilltop stupa built by the Japanese. 
One of the hills houses the Saptpami cave, 

I where the first Buddhist council was held 
and which is the source of the local hot 
springs. One can fly to Patna, or take a 
tram to Gaya. Buses and taxis are readily 
available from these points to Rajgir. 
Nalanda, 12 kms away, has the ruins of 
one of the world’s most ancient universi¬ 
ties. Founded m the 5th century AD, at 
one time, nearly 2,UOO teachers and 
10,000 students graced these hallowed 
portals. The excavations reveal stupas, a 
large stairway, decorated panels, lecture 
halls, dormitories and images of Buddha, 
some of which are displayed at the Nalanda 
Museum. 

F or sea-lovers, the coastal state of 
Onssa provides ample hobday fare. If 
you are weary of the maddmg crowd at 
Pun and Konarak (although the Chan- 
drabhaga teach, three Ions from the 
Konarak Panthanivas—as the Orissa tour¬ 
ism hotels are called—is fairly quiet) go to 
Chandipur. With the casuarina forests, this 
teach IS unique because the water recedes 
upto five kms at regular mtervals every¬ 
day. To get to one of India’s finest 
teaches, the sand dunes and the unhurried 
lifestyle of fi.sherfolk, take a train to 
Balasore. There are regular bus services 
for the 16-km route to the Panthanivas. At 
Balighai, where the nver Budhabalanga 
meets the ocean, lies a superb stretch of 
sand. Jom the fishermen m a boatride 
here—and return with memories galore. 

Another cool resort in summer is 
Harishankar m Bolangir district, on the 
southern slopes of the Gandhamadan hills. 
Streams cascade down hard granite rocks. 
This IS an mterestmg venture for trekkers. 

A good motorable road connects rocks. 
This is an interestmg venture for trekkers 
A good motorable road connects this 
pilgnm spot with Bolangu*. 

Another expanse of water is at your 
disposal at Chilka. the largest brackish 
water lake m Asia. One can fly to Bhu¬ 
baneswar or take a train to Balugaon and 
stay at either Rambha, Barkul or Balu¬ 
gaon. 'The OTDC has launches to visit the 
myriad little islands which have rather 
fascinating names. Besides cruising 
around, one can also visit charming spots 
like Ntimaijiiara and Narayani in the hiUs 
bordering the 1, lOO-square-km lake. 

Fifteen kms from Berhampur is another 
tourist resort, that of Tapta^ani, with tush 


green forests and hot suliAur springs. The 
su^ihur water is channelised to a nearby 
pond and also to the shower-baths at the 
Panthanivas. A visit here is bound to have 
recuperative effects. 

Besides seashores and forests, Orisaa 
is also blessed with heights. One can head 
for the nugestic MahenAegfri, set at 5,000 
feet above sea level in the Partekhemundi 
subdivision of Gaqjam district With its 
associations with the Ramayan and 
Mahabharat, this hill is cove^ with 
evergreen forests and has a trickbig 
stream by the name of Mahendratanaya. 
One can reach this area with its ardiae<^ 
gical findings either by bus (125 kms from 
Berhampur) via Taptapani or Parlekhe- 
mundl It is then another 46 km busride to 
Khainpur, a jeep ride to the Burkhat pass, 
and finally a 10 km trek. Those equipped 
with the energy to accomplish that can put 
up at PWD bungalows at Jeeranga and 
Parlekhemundi, or the Circuit House and 
REO restshed at Parlekhemundi. 

If one travels further south to the 
Nilgiris, Panchalingeshwar helps saturate 
the senses with its unkempt beauty. 
Nestling in the foothills, this place is 
lavishly blessed with springs and wikUife. 
Five invisible Shivalingams give the place 
its name, where, curiously, no temple has 
teen built. 1110 Dhauli Express takes you 
from Howrah to Balasore, a bus to Ra- 
jpathbari, from where you can either trek 
the remaining seven kms or take a rick¬ 
shaw to the tounst bungalow. And next 
morning, step out into the jungle and look 
for the herds of elephants that amble down 
the forest path and yet catch you una¬ 
wares. 

Orissa has yet another quiet retreat in 
the Saranda range, the forests of the 700 
hills, in Kiriburu and Megju>tuburu. Take a 
train either to Jamshedpur or Chakradhar- 
pur and then a bus. Me^tuburu has a 
beautiful guest house for which bookings 
must be made in advance, lliere is also 
the Bokaro Steel Plant hostell where one 
can breathe in the magic spell of the hfils, 
4,500 feet above sea level. Trek to the 
viewpoint and witness the glory of nature. 

Any nature lover travelling to Orissa 
should head for Simlipal, 2()0 km from 
Calcutta, which houses the Project 'Ilger 
and was the home of Khairi. lll^ith water¬ 
falls at Barehipani and Jaranda, and the 
grassy belt of Bachurichara, Simlipal has a 
number of forest bungalows and log huts 
for tourists to bask amid its fauna. If 
possible, enter through Bangriposhi for a 
drive through the ‘ghat roads’, ^ spend a 
night in the watchtower for a rewarding 
experience. The sound of wateiMs and 
birdcalls, the quaint dwelling, conq>lete 
with a moat and dftwbridge, helps induce 
a sense of thrill only forests can. To visit 
the park, prior permission must be 
obtained finm the assistant conservator of 
forests, Jashg}ur. ■ 
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WESTWARD, HO! 


O h, to be bom m the 
west Oh. to be a NRI 
or BBB Bharat ae bhagi 
hui BharatvasL Oh, to be any¬ 
where, even the UK>er Lim¬ 
popo Valley, any wb^e blips 
deah me gangs behti has 
Sduola over next stop US 
of A. Remember the cardinal 
truth always, that studies 
abroad guarantee splendour m 
this hfe and may be m the 
hereafter also. Of course, no 
one’s blaming the kids, 
wouldn’t we do die same again 
given half a chance when we 
were that age, or any other 
age for that matter Anything 
to escape from a country 
which soil hasn’t managed to 
produce a dry cell battery 
which lasts as long as its 
phoren counterpart or a safety 
pm which doesn’t rust m less 
than a week, but has perfected 
a people who are ready to 
dump the country at the word 
‘green’ and ]oin the other 
‘Green Brigade’ who hve (oh, 
lucky!) that side of the 
Atlantic 

'The other side, where the 
grass IS greener, the sun is 
sunnier, the lunatics are cra¬ 
zier and the junkies are jum¬ 
pier So happy they are, these 
peo]^ who made it, wifo then* 
computerized washing 
machines, their sausage-pizzas 
dehvered on their doorsteps, 
their cards of many colours, 
theu* BMW’s and Porches, 
their Jacuzzis and condomi- 
mums, their freeways where 
ctxnmuters on their unlucky 
days out can be freely killed, 
their adopted culture of drugs, 
AIDS and dropout children, 
who yell child abuse at the 
word discqiline, and then: so¬ 
cial life where they keep strict¬ 
ly to their own ki^ and withm 
their strictly defined social 
peruneters Foreigners, al¬ 
ways never one of them. Yiqi, 
they’re so divinely happy 
there, that them children drni’t 
know that they have a mother 
tongue other than Enghsh, and 
that the sitar isn’t an extra ter¬ 
restrial, cm a short visit to 
planet earth. 

So, who cares, when the 
greenbacks keep rolling and 


And hohum to that.. 


you can take a vacation m the 
Club Med, have your own 
automatically Hoovered house 
(it dusts Itself The house¬ 
wife’s ultimate dreami), shake 
hands with Mickey Mouse m 
Disneyland, fly in aerof^es, 
which never (tash, and lastly 
but never leastly, pile up 
enough of the big bucks to 
come back to Hicksville Bhar¬ 
at, at regular mtervals So you 
can congratulate yourself 
everytime on a decision well 
made Thank God you don’t 
live here anymore' Imagme 
gas costing nine bucks a btre, 
cookmg on kerosine stoves, 
generating your own electnc- 
ity, digging your own 
tubewells and oh wow, the 
roads Of course, the Marutis 
are kmda cute (that’s because 
of the Japs, naturally) and India 


has managed to produce Agni 
and mmeral water, but the 
mail, the rail, the planesi Too 
much 

So, knock out the relatives 
by spreading around the loot a 
little bit hand out the Reidon 
hpsticks, Charhe perfumes to 
the dames, the su^ess bub¬ 
blegum to the kids, flash the 
gold Piaget, carelessly give 
away the Marlboro's, talk of 
your Luicobi stretch limo back 
home to the guys, and watch 
the eyes ^e aid the mouths 
water Watch the parties being 
thrown helter skelter m your 
hcxiour, m the hope of largesse 
to come overseas A guy’help¬ 
ing’ out another chap in 
another desh, for a small 
monetary consideration, has 
nothing to do with deimvmg 
the country of your birth. 





Tune to go, has nothing to 
do with actually wanting to go 
back, because hey, it was go^ 
to be here iar a bttle vdule 
Reafly felt great to feel loved 
and wanted by the home folks 
again, good to know that 
you’ve finally made it (by Indi¬ 
an standard, diat is), diufied 
to be able to relate to people 
on the same fovel, without 
being constantly aware of the 
colour of your skin or your 
accent, and hush, don’t say it, 
to actually bekmg. Of course 
the lods were’nt really very 
happy. They're not really used 
to hearing Bengali being 
spdcen or eating greasy food, 
and Thums 19 am't realty (xike 
yknow. Still, good to know In¬ 
dia’s trying hard to keep iqi 
with the hamburger agel 

Invite aO, to visit you back 
home (thank God they'll never 
be able to dredge up the 
12,000 bucks), promise to 
send medicines. Pampers, 
Clairol hair colour, and Cross 
pens, but not to worry, folks 
are so happy with words alone 
that they forget just as fast 
Feel secreUy pleased that a 
great hobday with everything 
thrown m didn’t cost you a 
dune Not your fault that folks 
know that you're used to 5- 
star cultures, and that visa and 
Mastercard aren’t of much use 
here 

Heave a si^ of relief at the 
tremendous success of your 
visit and admit, now that you 
are at long last on the fli^t 
back home, that you’re safe to 
drop all the pretences Hope 
sincerely, that no one guess^ 
that back home you stiD prefer 
eatuig bfuodi ((^ its t^ical 
soul food now) to puzas, that 
the bmousine and the duplex 
apartment aren’t yet a reabty, 
and that you still dream (whm 
you have the tune) m Bengab 
of those good old days back m 
Calcutta 

Try not to remember the 
words of some drunken moron 
who called you a ABCD—All 
Bharat Confused Desis Hard¬ 
ly relevant right’ 

Rij^t on babe, you’ve sure 
come a long way’ 

Dlti Sen 








The ^orious green of Simlipal, which harbours 600 elephants, is better 
enjoyed than described, says Amarendra Lai Bose 


S imlipal is a “mirable visu” (wonderful 
to see) natural reserve. The Simlipal 
hills are at their best between late 
September and early June. Moonlight 
streaming through the dense foliage of 
trees lulls you to sleep in any forest rest 
house that you may occupy during your 
sqoum. So, if any city dweller is going to 
respond to the call of the green in Simlipal, 
he should plan his holiday around this time. 

The forests of Simlip^ are accessible by 
rail from Balasore, 56 kms from Baripada, 
and also from Jamshedpur, a distance of 
115 kms from Jashipur. The nearest air¬ 
ports are Bhubaneswar and Calcutta, 270 
and 230 kms away, respectively. Simlipal 
Forest Development Corporation (SFDC), 
a state-owned organisation, offers con¬ 
ducted tours in 24-seater buses and five- 
seater luxury jeeps. 

By their floristic composition, the 
forests in Simlipal broadly come under the 


northern tropical moist deciduous forests 
type and northern tropical semi-evergreen 
forests which intermingling with each 
other and having been influenced by the 
configuration of ground, edaphic and biotic 
factors have evolved intermediate forms 
peculiar to the tract. The main types met 
include plain sal forests, dry deciduous hill 
forests, high level sal forests, grasslands 
and savannahs. 

But what IS so special about Simlipal? 

In Simlipal, nature has epitomised the 
beauty of the verdant tropical forests. A 
rolling tableland, SOO-l.OOOm. high in an 
oval expanse over 2,750 sq.kms m north 
Orissa, Simlipal holds everything that a 
tourist needs for a healthy recreation m 
pristine nature. 

Its endlessly rhythmic, rolling hills, and 
happy valleys, its versatile vistas of silvan 
glory on red and safron soil, its numerous 



murmuring brooks and rocky g^ens, 
perennial rivers of transparent pools a 
gorgeous falls, and its a/Ure sky wi 
leisurely drifting clouds are eve 
refreshing and picturesque. The swe 
melodies of Simlipal are soothing and t 
avian life of Simlipal has a vast variet 

Simlipal is where elephants can be se 
and heard everywhere and that is why it 
better known as the ‘sanctum sanctoric 
of elephants’. There is a saying that 
elephant must visit Simlipal at least on 
during its lifetime. According to an en 
nent naturalist, Simlipal had the large 
concentration of elephants (an estimati 
600), in the country. 

The baby elephants here appear to I 
the choicest dish of the tiger, though. 
Simplipal tiger will doggedly follow a he 
for days to pounce on a baby elepha 
outside the protective ring of the adu 
The drama in this living vibrant nature 
awe-inspiring even by its sound. Whi 
witnessed, it reveals the tiger’s renowni 
strength, strategy and speed. 

The rivers of Simlipal are rich vrith tl 
famous sportive fish, mahseer and muj 
gers (the marsh crocodile) are also four 
in some of the rivers. Amor 

the important larger denizens of Simlipal 
the unique four-homed Chowsingha whi 
the toothless, long-tongued scaly an 
eater, the pangolin, is among the mteres 
ing smaller ones. 

The tranquility in the dense forest i 
Simlipal seeps into the marrows to gene 
ate a sense of relaxation that lingers Ion 
after you are back from these hdls, an 
one feels restless to revisit the place. 

The open valleys in south Sirnlipal- 
Bachhurichara (the tender graze < 
calves), with its meandering flow of th 
clear Deo river through miles of lush gree 
carpet and the magnificent frost 
sculptured wolf trees are unforgettabl 
scenes. 

At Chahala, cool and serene insid 
dense sal forests, you may stay in th 
forest rest house or the Eucalyptus Vilte 
It is very likely that you may make you 
first acquaintance with the elephants, th 
Sambar, the muntjacs, chausinghas, an 
with luck, the tigw, top. 

Barheipaiu (the rope of water) haa 
pucca rest house and a log cabin, the latU 
facing the gorgeous Bariieipani waterfel 
1,308 ft h^ on river Budhabalanga. 

Bakua, unlike its name, is calm and coo 







ijra Nivas at Lulimg 

the lap of about 26 kms from 


excelling the occaaiona] tnunpetiiig of the 
elep^t, the beDowom (rf the sambar, the 
baiidng of. the munljacs and the alann cd 
the cheeta), all alert for the prowfing tiger. 
Not far off frnn the log cabin, is the huge 
monolithic peak of Atharadeuli, the holiday 
home of the aboriginal Bathudis. At the 
foothills there, you will find the dilapidated 
remains of a small tenqde, the silent 
witness, perhaps, of a long-lost civilisa¬ 
tion. Hie Atharadeuli tigress is probably 
today its regular devotee. 

At Bhaiqabasa, literaliy rneaning the 
'Camp of the Bhai^s’ (erstwhile rulers of 
h^yi^haiq). is the permanent abode of 
elephants, tigers and many other wild 
animals, birds and reptiles. A dense moist 
forest, rich with chunpa and nageswar, 
you can.see a riotous display of rare 
orchids md acres and acres of beautiful 
lilies. Up there in the north, not far from 
the rest house is Meghasan (seat of the 
clouds), the hif^est peak in Simplipal, 
1,256.9 m. above sea level On a clear 
day, the Bay of Bengal can be seen from 
here lapping the coast, 80 kms away to the 
south-east (at Chandipore-on-sea). 

In a bid to give a boost to the develop¬ 
ment of tourism in Simlipal, the depart¬ 
ment of tourism recently opened an 
Aranya Nivas (forest lodge) at Lulung in 


Baripada. The lodge, funded by the tour¬ 
ism department of the (government of 
India arid the state government of Orissa, 
was constructed at an estimated cost of Rs 
70 lakhs. The lodge provides two dormi¬ 
tories of 12 beds each, four cottages of 
four beds each, and one central cottage 
with two beds. 

The (Antral government has provided 
two pet elephants for this lodge so that the 
tourists residing here could be taken round 
the forests, while safely ensconced on the 
back of these elephants. The elephmts 
are, however, yet to be put into service. 
Two wagonettes, each a 16-seater, have 


also been provided at this lodge fw the 
movement of the tourists. With these 
infrastructures available, it is hoped that 
there wiD be a big spurt in tourist flow into 
Simlipal one of toe finest genetic treasur¬ 
ies of toe wild'in this country. 

Simplipal is one of the best mana^ 
‘Project Tiers’ in the country. The tiger 
population in this reserve was estimated at 
17 only when Project Tiger was launched 
in Octi^r 1973. And now under the 
protective umbrella of the project, the 
estimated number of ti^rs in the reserve 
has gone up to 93, turning the forests in to 
a prestige project for the country's im¬ 
perilled nation^ animals 
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The biggest middle class Hotel in Orissa on the Sea beach. One three-storied, three tour-storied 
and one seven-storied buildings with automatic lifts and elegant Conference Hall. 

,2,3,4 & 5 bedded rooms with Attached Bath, Balcony. 24 Hours Water. Generator. Library. Reading Room. 
Cable TV & Video, Video Games Parlour, Car Parking Space, Telephone and Channel Music. 

Well furnished Restaurant (or Indian, Chinese and Continental Dishes. 

Special “To and fro Hotel Mini Bus Service" at free of cost between Hotel and Rail Station (or 
Jagannath, Puri.iNeelachal and Utkal Express. 

PURI HOTEL PVT. LTD. 

SEA BEACH. PURI, ORISSA.PH; 2114, 2744 (20 LINES) 
CALCUTTA BOOKING OFFICE; 16K. Fern Road, 2nd Floor, Calcutta-19, 
Ph: 42-3740 (Near Ballvflunge Bus Stand). 
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B ehold a gtonous sunset 
through the green fres¬ 
co of swaying palms, the 
shimmering gold of sunlight on 
sand, the azure of a seemingly 
endless horizon beyond suirf- 
caressed seas, the mtoxicatmg 
hues resulting in a perfect 
Rembrandt of memories To 
the starry-eyed tounst, Goa 
spells magic, mirth and music, 
and yes, that inevitable swipe 
of fern 

Like everything beautiful, 
so much has been said about 
India's youngest state that one 
tends tooverlook the dragnet of 








AND 

wjsiq 

cbchea The erstwhile Portu¬ 
guese bastion may have seen 
the last of its hidalgos and 
cavalhnros, but tourism is an 
art Goans can never be ac¬ 
cused of neglectmg Blessed 
with a surfeit of beaches, the 
state also sports a wildlife 
reserve, a lake amid undulat- | 
mg green stretches, and nvers 
with names that spell music, 
not to mention the cathedrals 
and temples that seem out of 
this world 

With so much m store, there 
IS. naturally, a spate in tounst 
trade, and accommodation m 
govenunent tounst lodges call < 
for bookings months m adv- J 
ance For the affluent Dalmia i 

Resorts has estabbshed the j 

Apartment Hotel, at the Old 
Anchor on Cavelossim beach, 
bakete, and the Oberoi Bog- 
malo Beach also offers hohday 
packages round the year For 
the majority, however, 
mediocre and small hotels ca 
ter quite competently m Panaji 
and other Goa towns like the 
busthng Mapusa, though beach 
locations seem fairly reserved 
for government hotels 

Goa IS very well connected i 
with Bombay, Pune and towns j 
down south by road, rail and i 
air, but the treat is to cruise < 
ak^ the coast and sail mto i 










The Bom Jesus Basilica $ 

port at Panaji 
via the Klandovi (restncted to 
the winter season only) This 
beautiful nver lends its name 
to Pamyi’s five-star hotel on 
the strand and also caters to 
river cruises on full-moon 
nights 

Thanks to the tounsm de¬ 
partment. on three consecu¬ 
tive moonbt nights, a ship fes¬ 
tooned with fairy bghts holds a 
fiesta on deck as a group 
entertams m real Portuguese 
fashion—songs and dances 
complete with the mantillas 
and hummmg strings—as the 
boat cruises along 

And as the festive spuit 
seeps m the spectators are 
called to watch the moon- 
nse the huge silver sphere 
bterally nsmg out of the water 
Dinner on board is optional, 
but debcious, and the music 
resumes while the ship slowly 
returns to port The evenmg 
mdeed opens a delightful vista 
of joy for the lucky tounst at a 
nominal sun The Oberoi pack- 
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TALE 


Or, what happens when you head West 


W henever I travel 
abroad these days, 
which sadly isn't as 
often as it used to be, I am 
always struck by the abund¬ 
ance, the sheer plenitude of 
consumer goods displayed on 
store shelves, specially in that 
geographical area some people 
stiU refer to as the New World. 

Last year m Montreal, for 
example, my daughter asked 
me to pick up a packet of 
cornflakes h’om the comer su¬ 
permarket when I came back 
from a downtown junket. She 


didn't mention any particular 
brand, nor did I think it neces¬ 
sary to ask. After all, corn¬ 
flakes are cornflakes. 

Imagine my surprise, there¬ 
fore, to find an entire section 
of Steinberg’s piled sky-high, 
rack upon rack, from one end 
to the ott»r, with nothing else 
but breakfast cereals. There 
must have been a hundred 
varieties, from plain crispies as 
we know them to others dip¬ 
ped in honey or flavoured with 
coffee oV chocolate, and yet 
others reinforced with raisins. 


walnuts, apples, strawber¬ 
ries—you name it—these 
made up from com, bran, rice, 
oats and what-have-you. I 
picked up a 12-pack of minia¬ 
tures in different varieties and 
fled in utter confusion. 

Aruna burst out laughing. 
"Oh, Daddy,” she remons¬ 
trated, "we don’t use any of 
these, but not to worry. I’ll nip 
over and diange this for our 
usual brand.” One of the good 
things in Western shops is that 
you can return anything you 


don’t want, no questions 
asked, and have your money 
back or something in ex¬ 
change. 

Tlwre was the same unen- 
diiv variety in almost every¬ 
thing—toiletries, wearing 
apparel and even proprietary 
ni^icines. But the prices! Ev¬ 
erything was about 10 times 
the cost of equivalent goods 
and services available in India. 

I neariy fainted when I was 
told that the limousine the 
children had hired to bring us 
from the airport had cost them 


80 dollars, and again when, 
they paid $10 for a bottle of 
eye-drops—the contents of 
which I had spilled along the 
way. I had paid Rs 12 for this 
in Calcutta. "Forget it, Dadi” 
they said, when they saw the 
look on my face. "Conversion 
only complicates. Reckon that 
a dollar equals a rupee and you 
won’t feel so bad.” 

A day or two after our 
arrival, my wife and I were 
taken to the offices of the 
Quebec Transport Ministry, 
where we were issued passes 
entitling us to half-fare on all 
public transportation—buses, 
metro etc, the pass served as 
an identity-card and proved to 
be a boon, money-wise. Senior 
citizens (those 65 and over, 
even visitors) are pampered m 
many ways in North America, 
and apart from discounts at 
theatres and restaurants, most 
stores organise special sales 
from time to time when retired 
persons are offered goods at 
much reduced prices. 

There were other pleasant 
surpnses. Despite the tales of 
muggings in New York and of 
rape, highway robbery and 
general mayhem from coast to 
coast, we saw no evidence of 
these in a three-month visit. 
Instead, we found courtesy, 
discipline and honesty of the 
highest degree. 

When my wife lost her 
purse in a large department 
store. It was delivered to us at 
the flat the next morning, its 
contents intact. The latter in¬ 
cluded our passports and the 
entire amount of traveller’s 
cheques we had been allowed. 
The messenger refused a tip. 

Indians were everywhere— 
in the upper echelons or gov¬ 
ernment and industry; doc¬ 
tors, professors, engineers, 
bankers, entrepreneurs of infi¬ 
nite variety. They can be 
counted in tens of thousands in 
cities like Washington and 
Toronto, whereas Uiere had 
been only a handful when I 
served in these very places in 
the mid-forties and early fif¬ 


ties. 

The owner of a restaurant— 
named the Tqj Mahal, what 
else?—refused to take any 
ihoney for our meal, but when 
we insisted, he cut down the 
bill by half. And while ccHning 
out of a travel office, someone 
who was standing next to me 
at the counter offered to give 
me a lift home. 1 told him that I 
lived at the other end of town, 
but he ignored this and almost 
pushed me into his Chrysler 
COTiveitible. 

As he switched on the star¬ 
ter, 1 could not believe my 
ears when this pink-cheeked, 
clean-shaven man-about-town 
turned to me and said in Amer¬ 
icanised English: “My name is 
Buta Singh, sir. My grandpa¬ 
rents came out to Vancouver 
from Moga at the end of World 
War I. My dad will be tickled 
pink when I tell him that I gave 
a ride to someone from the old 
country”. The next day he 
sent a bouquet of flowers for 
my wife. 

Thmgs like these make a 
trip what it is. They can be 
more memorable than the 
sights the guide-books tell you 
about. 

But perhaps our greatest 
surprise was on our return to 
India. At Sahar airport, a 
mountain of luggage at our 
feet, a plaindotiws inspector 
came up and asked: “Anything 
to declare, sir—electronic 
goods, something like that?" 
When I shook my head, he 
quickly chalked each suitcase, 
^t hold of two loaders, and 
we were out of Customs in 
two shakes of a lamb’s tail. 
Few people believe this story. 

And despite the tales that 
are now being told about Indi¬ 
an Airlines, our fliidit to 
cutta was dead on time. Im 
interior of the Airbus was spo¬ 
tlessly clean, the hostesiea 
smiling and helpful, and the 
food eminently eatable. The 
flight itself was smooth as silk 
and we arrived at Dum Dum 
right On the minute— 
altogether a fitting end to an 
old pilgrim's Journey to the 
New World. 

P.L. Biumdaii 





Anjana Basil on Khajuraho, a si^t for the j^ods 


T he road, a dusty snake, winds 
through the villages. March is grey 
scrub and thorns with here and 
there a scarlet spatter of bougainvillaea 
and dark dust green trees burnishing to 
gold in the mangoes. Cows and water 
buffaloes graze in the scrub, while the tree 
furred rocky hills in the distance threaten 
tigers, a sudden bone breaking pounce in 
the night. The rocks are granite, the soil 
arid until the water trickles up from its 
hidden depths into pools and cascades. 

Newspapers disappear without a trace 
in the remoter comers and telephones are 
few and far between, but the snake road 
winds past a concrete building where the 
sign reads, ‘Gare de la Folizia’ and past a 
Lisieux Anand School at least 27 hours 
away from civilisation in any modem 
sense. 

The only sensible way to get to Khajura- 
ho is to fly. If you can catch the flight, that 
is. The half an hour flight from Venaras; 
theoretically lands 28 times a week, but 
has been reduced to five—and even those 
five flights are subject to cancellation. The 
other way is to take the train to Satna. the 
nearest railhead, and then board a three- 
hour bus that bumps its way with Hindi 
film music disco-stvle through the Vindhya 
Hills. 

Everyone comes to Khajuraho: Swiss 
undergraduates trying to find ethnic re¬ 
lease as Jain monks. Japanese business¬ 
men looking fur an alternative to Bangkok, 
intense artists from France. Indians, bar¬ 
ring the local population, are probably the 
only ones in short supply. From the tour 
comers of everywhere, the cosmopolitan 
world comes and settles in the mam 
square at the foot of the western temples 
and its manicured lawns, in a huddle of 
fake antiques, modern plaster of Fans and 
cafes boasting Swiss management. 

Khajuraho is a mismatched marriage 
between a nllage and a tourist spot. It is 
literally a series of dust roads punctuated 
with cows that wind past the budding 
stone shikharas of a Chandela Vatican 
City, centuries old. The prayers have 
gone and what remains is tangible only to 
the senses. 

‘Sensuous and sublime' is the way the 
tourism blurbs put It. Svelte apsaras 
frozen in stone, excited and exciting. 



Tangles beyond the wildest possible im¬ 
aginings of pornography. The guides 
crowdmg the main square have it all 
worked into their patter, starting with the 
obligatory. "You must understand that 
these are .not simply sexercises.’’ 

The temples are the blue movies, the 
cinema and the night life of Khajuraho, 
restricted by law to the hours between 
sunrise and sunset. One of the temples, 
dedicated to Shiva, is still in use and 
cordoned off from the rest by Ixirbed wire. 
Streams of women, many newly married, 
flow up the .steps chanting, the smdwr 
fresh and red in their hair. After darshan. 
they visit the other temples with their 
menfolk in tow, fneze by frieze, companng 
notes or gaping at physical impossibilities. 

■ There are three levels of sculpture," 
drone the guides. "On the first level we 
see her removing thorn from her- foot 
while attendant stands by with vanity 


» bag...writing love letter...receiving love 
T letter...sad because she has bad news- 
...then exciting...being excited...finally 
reaching the highest level of ex¬ 
citement... pinching noses...” We race 
frantically craning our necks to see this 
one and finally discover an ecstatic couple 
rubbing noses Eskimo style , . .Tand after 
the honeymixm she does not settle down, 
she does not relax, she paints her 
house...” Incredibly, she dues too, every 
hair in place after her exertions, or coolly 
poses, chisel in hand, to sculpt. 

In the lobby of the Chandela Hotel, on a 
far-away wall, is framed the following 
irreverent commentary: "There is a 
praiseworthy economy about the sculp¬ 
tures. Apparently only two mcxlels were 
used, one a man, the other a woman. 'The 
man has been depicted as fat, thin, hairy, 
bald, clean shaven and with a beard, 
depending on the role he plays. 'The 
woman is depicted as fat or thin, but never 
old—it is understoixl she was the girl¬ 
friend of the then ruler. Most people 
consider she is nude, but this is incorrect; 
she is dressed in the finest Indian muslin 
which—as everyone knows—was perfect¬ 
ly transparent. 

'Three activities are portrayed in the 
carvings—war. worship and physical cul¬ 
ture. All three follow a set pattern. Large 
numbers of men, all really the same man, 
go to war. After about .50 yards of 
mayhem, they switch over to physical 
culture with the aid of the female mcxlel. 
They are careful not to overdo it; within a 
few yards they turn to worship. 'The 
technique of warfare is curiously modern, 
with much emphasis on the tank (the 
elephant). 'The physical culture is obvious¬ 
ly of Yogic origin, including the Shir 
Shasan. 

“The beauty of Khajuraho is the beauty 
of proportion. 'The vital statistics are an 
exotic 37-2.5-37." 

In the curio shops, the erotic art busi¬ 
ness is brisk. Sets of plaster of Paris 
plaques in shades from shiny browm to 
virulent purple compete with hammered 
brass at Ks 85 and shiny stone for Ks 5iX), 
with the emphasis heavily on detail rather 
than on art. 1'he beautiful apsaras and 
surasundaris engrossed in their love let¬ 
ters and their lipstick are curiously absent. 




Kt^juraho is a beast with the number of 
backs multiplying from two to four to six, 
rather than the heights of medieval Indian 
art with the stone slipping out of rigidity 
into an incredibly fluid three-dimen»onai 
form. 

In the Raja Cafe, the most respected of 
the guides, known to all Khajuraho as 
Marngji, sighs. “I think of all the tourists I 
dislike the Japaiwse. They look at the 
temples and ask if you can get call girls. I 
tell them I know what they are like, with 
their trips to Bangkok to befool their wives 
and I laugh and try to get over it with 
humour...but they make such filthy jokes 
in front of the womea..no one else does 
that..." 

The Chandela dynasty beg^ in the 9th 
century AD, when the beautiful daughter 
of a Varanasi Brahmin staggered into the 
forests of what was then known as Gond- 
wana, and gave birth to a baby boy. She 
was a widow and claimed that the father of 
her child was the moon Chandra, 
though the gossip of the time attributed 
paternity to a young Rajput warrior. The 
boy took full advantage of his sui^xisedly 
di\we origins, grew up into a king and 
named his dynasty after the moon god. 

Khajuraho, where the temples blos¬ 
somed from the local sandstone, was 
named after the oasis of Kh^ur trees 
surrounding it. It was the religious capital, 
the Chandela centre of life and prayer. It 
thrived between 950 and 1050 AD and 
boasted a duster of 85 handhewn temples, 
manually dragged block by block from the 
local stone quarries and assembled without 
cement. (A frieze in the museum shows 
this in progress with a slight mithunic 
Aversion at one end of the procession.) 

Time erased the Chandela dynasty. The 
temples stood where they were, hidden by 
jun^s and thickets and de^rts, in the 
middle of nowhere, on the road to no¬ 
where. until the Maharajah of Chattarpur 
renovated them in 1905 and presented 
them at the climax of a party to his irate 
British resident. The resident, who was in 
the middle of complaining to the Viceroy 
about the Maharajah's extravagance, 
found himself confronted by an archaeolo¬ 
gical discovery. Edwardian England was 
entertained arid scandalised. ITiis erotic 
extravaganza, they said, could never have 
been remotely religious. It was all part of 
those depraved decadent Indian goings- 
ons in the harems, didn't you know? 

Over the neat green and bougainvillaea 
trimmed temple lawns, the sun was cast¬ 
ing its long shadows. Preparing to set 
behind the shikhara of the Kandariya 
Mahadev Temple, the twili^t streaking 
the saixlstone and deepening the curves of 
the etemafly smiling lips. "In Hindu phi¬ 
losophy, the female form represents ener¬ 
gy and Uie mate consciousness. When you 
imite energy and consciousness, you have 






Duueusc Kanak Rele at Ktaajuralio 


creation in its most perfect form. Jugal, or 
union, symbolises this fusion.” 'That was 
Mamnji's explanation, oftered just before 
the temple gates closed for the night. 
Others said the walls were a celebration of 
life as it was lived then like the sculptures 
in Konarak. With a few Tantric and yogic 
elements thrown in for good measure. No 
one has yet had the last word on the 
suMect. 

IHwhatever the reason, 50,000 tourists 
VV come every year to visit a sleepy 
place that holds barely 3,000 people. The 
sign on the Khajuraho police station is 
written in five languages, and none of them 
are Indian. Peasants sitting by their heaps 
of brass and gUat antiques turn their noses 
up at hagglers. "Rs 30 for that? Keep your 
Rs 30. The sahibktg will give me Rs 150.” 
Shoulder to shoulder with mithunas, 
nayikas and anklets are laughing Buddhas 
and bronze Ganeshes with carefully 


weatiKred features (“An Angrez paid Rs 
400 for this. They like taking these things 
home with them)". 

The tourists congregate at the Raja 
Cafe, which is also the lo^ book exchange 
service and offers Japanese maths books. 
The cafe is run by a strapping bleached 
blonde from Calcutta. In a blue kaftan or 
sleeveless white sweater, she chases her 
fat dachshunds in and out of the cafe, 
defending them fiercely from the depreda¬ 
tions of the local mongrels. 

While Americans twirl spa^etti fascin¬ 
atedly cm their forks, a brother of the 
Maharajah of Panna wanders in, his fore¬ 
head streaked with the victorious red tilak 
of a BJP MLA. He sits down next to 
Mamaji and the ctfliversation wanders 
from MDs of Calcutta corporations to tiger 
hunts, to the successful Independent 
candidate of the region, a gentleman 
reputed to have a taste for feeding his 







enemies to the lake crocodiles. 

Violence strays into the middle- of sex. 
The tourists pause, even more fascinated. 
On the Gwalior high road, says the prince, 
every man carries a rifle strapped to his 
two-wheeler. And it was a fact that one of 
the last election slogans in the Chattarpur 
area went: Chhap do haathi mein, Na gob 
khao chhati meain. Betty, the blonde, 
returns triumphantly with her dachshund, 
coffee sweetens the conversation and the 
forks busily set to work again. 

Balanced on cycle rickshaws, sightseers 
perambulate up and down the road from 
temple to temple. In the Eastern Group, 
the Jain influence has taken over and the 
Jain monks are active amongst the stray 
carvings of an apsam lining her eyelids and 
another posed demurely m what must be 
one of the first pnnted muslins in Indian 
fashion. Dutiful Dutch novitiates wander 
up and down taking in the ruins. Gisela, a 
tour leader from Paris, takes a stroll 
around the temples while her ^oup recov¬ 
ers from the sun in the airconditioned 
comfort of the Jass Oberoi, The Maharajah 
of Panna is holding his election celebra¬ 
tions there tonight and all the elite of 
Khajuraho will be present—MLAs, Anglo- 
Indians, Bharata Natyam dancers down for 
the Festival. There is just time for a quick 




bite at the Marwari restaurant, where the 
owner claims direct descent from the 
Chandela rulers. 

Once every year in March, the temples 
came to life. Classical dancers from all 
over India performed on the fioodlit chat- 
tar of the Kandariya Mahadev temple 
echoing the symme^ of the stme with 
their own grace. Umil the Archaeological 
Survey reluctantly but fumly pointed out 
that the combined effects of the tablas and 
the floodlights might damage the old 
stones. But they came up with an alterna¬ 
tive location a few hundred yards outside 
the temple enclosure, where the domes 
still formed a gracehil backdrop to the 
whole performance. 

For the TV cameras, however, the 
romance is still undisturbed. Early in the 
morning, just after the temple gates have 
uj^ned at six and the grass os still busy 
with the attentions of maffs. you can find 
Yamini Krishnamurthy or Swapna Sundan 
m full performance in front of the cameras 
just a few yards away from the Kandariya 
Mahadev. Morning fitness fanatics are the 
only spectators apart from the nialis and 
the Shiva temple garland stringers. 

At night, under the cold starlight of an 
early March sky. the scene is very diffe¬ 
rent, with floodbghts, coloured ball lan¬ 


RESERVATION ALSOAT: 


terns in the trees and the lightning flashes 
of Nikons freezing every pose. The iditter- 
ati of Kh^uraho dress in everything from 
Chanderi saris and Jamavar shawls to jeans 
and denim jackets. Hystencal Italian tour¬ 
ists scuttle around like chickens looking for 
the tour leader and their missing seafs. 
Babies bawl and contacts are made and for 
a few short hours the temple village takes 
on a little of big city urgency. 

There are no hospitals in Khajuraho— 
though there is a veterinary hospital near 
Panna’s Kajgarh Palace. There are no 
schools and colleges. Shrews scream in 
the night and mice dance over stone 
floors. Winter is icy cold and summer hot 
enough to set wood on fire in a world 
mainly without airconditioning...there is 
nothing...until the first cloud of spring 
floats over the deep valleys of the Narma¬ 
da and a poet’s dream of a loved woman 
curves to life in stone...Shakuntala, rising 
from her bath wrings out her long hair and 
a swan, mistaking the water droplets for 
pearls, raises its beak in adoratbn. 
Ganesh dips his trunk into a bowl of 
rossogollas, his arm curled possessively 
around the waist of a beautiful woman. 
Shiva and Pravati brood in majesty. And 
forever in stone stand the forms, joyful, 
exciting, excited...* 
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CALCUHA - 700 016 • PHONE : 44-0670 





TRAVELLING IN TIME 


Dotted by relics dating back to the 12th century AD, Duhni has its own story to tell 


S ubarnarekha still shines 
in the early morning and 
its sand d^s turn gol- 
dea Then the adivasis come in 
groups and scan the sand for 
gold dust Very poor and job¬ 
less, they are desperate to eke 
out a living from the river 
sand. Ironically, Sub^ 
amarekha, like her people, is 
also Sghting for survival She 
is being choked by factory 
eCBuents. 

Duhni is a remote pictures¬ 
que village which can transport 
you to a serious world 
dirouded in mystery. Situated 
65 km north of Jamshedpur on 
the Subarnarekha bank it is a 
low lying fertile traversed 
by Sakhai, a swift flowing tri¬ 
butary of Subarnarekha with 
flat-topped volcanic plateaus 
encircling it. Lying 15 kms 
away from Ra^unathpur, a 
small Purulia town, the region 
forms the heartland of the 
Chhotanagpur plateau. 

The villages here may 
appear nondescript to the 
urban eye, but one will soon 
run into the remains of an un¬ 
identified civilisation and get 
cau^t in a mystical milieu. It 
is simply amazing to come 
across temple t(q>s, with intri¬ 
cate ornamental carvings, 
fragments of chiselled stone 
blo^ lie strewn on the out¬ 
skirts of Sima village. What 
catches one’s attention at the 
burial ground of the village is a 
6 'x2' strnie slab, carefidly in¬ 
laid with a kind of inscription 
that resembles the proto Ben¬ 
gali or the Ardha Prakrit script 
^ the post-Gtq>ta period. Sig- 
nificantiy the dialect of the loc¬ 
al people has its roots in Ardha 
Prakrit 

From here, on? moves to 
Dubni, a few kms away from 
Sima, an obscure village hug¬ 
ging the left bank of Sub¬ 
arnarekha. The famed 
Ayodhya Pahar of Purulia is on 
the ri^ while on the teft the 
land gradually slopes towards 
the river, being subjected to 
severe erosion. 

In the village a huge image 


of a Nandi BuB carved in grey- 
sandstone half sunk in the 
ground beside an ancient Shi- 
valinga of massive dimensions, 
arouses one’s curiosity. It 
bears a striking resemblance 
to the Deccan style of 
architecture executed in the 
early medieval age by the 
kings of the South. 'The shrine 
of Nandi in the Kailashmath of 
Ellora exhitats the same kind 
of architectural peculiarities, 
as those of this area. Icons of 
Hindu deities like Vishnu, 
Ganesha and Cahmunda, popu¬ 
larly known as the ‘Kothari 
Ma,’ exquisitely carved and in¬ 
laid with intricate ornamenta¬ 
tion, lie heaped near local tem¬ 
ples, vdiere the villagem had 
carried them from the sites of 
the assumed archaeological 
rums. A large reservoir, just 
outside the village, stands 
apart firom the rest of the local 
water links and ponds, in its 
scientific layout and accurate 
geometrical dimensions. Popu¬ 
larly believed to be an existing 
specimen of a reservoir laid 
out by the dynastms of the 
past, it attracts considerable 
attention. Known as 
Chaapookoor, this pcmd is ex¬ 
actly a square in shape, the 
water free of sediment, crystal 
clear and sweet, never d^ing 
up even during the hottest of 
summers, when afl the pher- 
ipheral water sources dry up in 
the intense heat and the raging 
ho scroches the table-tops.’ 

Lying in and around the 
pond, scattered in a careless 
manner, almost h^-sunk in 
the wet clayey sub-soil are 
numerous figure heads and 
busts of divine deities of the 
early medieval period. Local 
villagers have many interest¬ 
ing anecdotes to tell, for every 
stone surface has a folklore 
attached to it 'The place popu¬ 
larly known as ^^k^amaditya’s 
Ga^ (kingdom) is believed to 
be the ancient nerve-centre of 
a ruling dynasty, dating back to 
almost 1,000 years. 

Glancing b^ throu^ the 
pages of medieval history one 


can almost visualise the wars 
waged between the two great 
dynasties, the Palas and the 
Senas, which ruled Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa for more dian 
four centuries (from the ei^th 
to the 12th century AD). The 
Palas who were staunch Bhud- 
dists were succeeded by the 
Senas who were zealous Hin¬ 
dus. The Senas occupied Ben¬ 
gal during the 11th (%ntury. 
^aysena, the fouixler of tto 
dynasty, ousted the Palas from 
Bengal and conquested the 
neighbouring provinces of 
Bihar and Omsa. The Senas 
continued to rule till 1199 until 
Muhammad—Bin-Bakhtiyar 
Khilji invaded Bengal and 
Bihar. 

An eerie feeling creeps up 
the spine, as one delves deep- 



ReUeaoftlie past 




It*s time you take off 
with saver Wings 



er into the history of this part 
of the Bihar-Ben^ border. A 
rather tntinudatmg feehng and 
it is made even more so, as 
one steps mto Dayapur viUage, 
a secluded setttement com¬ 
prising a few homesteads, set 
at a distance of 500 metres 
away from Dulmi. Here, the 
nuns of a temple complex that 
succumbs to an on-su^ce col¬ 
lapse are breathtaking. Chams 
of facetted stone slabs, inlaid 
with ornate carvings, are visi¬ 
ble around the archaeologica] 
mounds marking the site 
These perhaps belonged to the 
surface boundaries that 
formed the outer walls of a 
previously existing temple 
TerracotU figures, earthen¬ 
ware utensils mtncately de¬ 
signed and chips of casted 
^ metals he embedded in the 
; ground, by the serrated bank 
I of the Subarnarekha Chips of 
I casted metal remmds one of 
1 the armoured chieftains of the 
L bygone eras One can almost 
I hear the clangmg of shields and 
I spears amidst ^ gory dm of 







an ancient battlefield. Burnt 
bricks of unfamiUar designs are 
bttered around m stray heaps, 
extendmg ng^t uito ^ river 
itself, indicating the presence 
of residential complexes. 

Apart firom these, icons of 
Jam Urthaakaras have also 
been discovered m this area. 
This clearly mdicates that both 
Jainism and Hinduism received 
equal favours from the ruling 
dynasties and flourished 
synonymously Rums of a tem¬ 
ple complex m Jaida, along the 
National Hi(^way no 34, on 
the bank of Subarnarekha, 
contains some Chakras like 
those of the Sun Temple m 
Konark Facetted pillars and 
exquisite sculpture adorn the 
umer walls of the temple 
Similar discoveries have 
also been made m the neigh¬ 
bouring Bhuni and Kadamjoda 
villages of the area, where 
floors of temple bases with 
shattered pillar fragments mdi- 
cate the presence of ancient 
temple complexes This region 
abounds m several archaeolo¬ 
gical sites of immense poten- 
tiahties Numerous sculptures 
along the rums of anaent tem¬ 
ples, stone mscnptions and 
several other histoncal rehcs 
dot the countryside "Most of 
the antiques are mtact and are 
usually chanced upon by local 
villagers while diggmg wells 
and plmths at an average depth 
of 10 to 20 feet below the 
ground,'’ says Purnendu 
Mahato, a promment villager 
An intriguing geological 
aspect of this area hes m the 
foct that most of the ancient 
rums are carved out m black 
sandstone, which is alien to 
the rocky surrounding This 
area, supposed to be of the 
oldest geological times, is 
chiefly composed of rocks be- 
longmg to the Archean and 
pre-Cambrian groups They 
are essentially igneous m na 
ture and can be attributed to 
volcaracongm Chotanagpur is 
a part of an ancient block, cal¬ 
led Gordwanaland that is pre¬ 
sumed to be the first formed 
crust of the earth This con¬ 
trast between the local geolo¬ 
gy and those of the unidenti¬ 
fied remains, renders the 
prospect all the more in¬ 
teresting. 

Madhushree Cfaatteriee 





Be It for business or pleasure- 
travel with us once and you will 
want to come back. 

Travel formalities and tension- 
prone problems are taken care 
of with ease and efficiency. 

We speaalise in package tours 
to the exotic East and the 
glittering West 

Travel with u$-come back with 
pleasant memones. 

The choice could be yours but 
the privilege of making you 
comfortable is ours. 


INDIAN AIRLINES TICKETS 
INSTANT HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS 
In India & Abroad 
R B I FORMALITIES 
INTERNATIONAL TICKETS 
FREE CONSULTANCY 1 


SPECIAL TOURS TO 

BANGKOK. PATTAYA, SINGAPORE 
EUROPE ANDUSA 


Silver Wings 

PRIVATE UNITED 


REGD OFFICE 

4(M 'Shrce Kunj' 6 Abpore Avenue, 
Calcutta 700027 
Telephone 4S0979 492432 
Telex 021-81 IS Bien In 

CUSTOMER RELATION OFFICE 
S2/i Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road 
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•Scooter: I would like to 
exchange a scooter in 
excellent condition for a 
M-80 or M-50 moped Wnte 
to Bisw^it Burman 22B/1B/2 
Dharmotdla Road, p.o Kas¬ 
ha, Calcutta-700 042 
•Roller-skates: I would like 
to exchange a pair of brand 
new Jonex roller-skates for 
audiocassettes (western coun¬ 
try/rock) or books by Daniel 
Steel or Jeffrey Archer Wnte 
to Bhushan Mehia, 161 Lower 
Chitpur Road, Calcutta-73. 
•Thigh pad and bowling 
shoes: I wish to exchange a 
new pair of bowling shoes and 
a new thigh pad for anything of 
corresponding value Wnte to 
Sandip Banenee, 41/C S.C. 
Chattenee Street, p o Konna- 
gar, Hooghly-712 235 
•BPL Sanyo and books: I 
offer a BPL sanyo (in good 
condition) two-m-one for a 
complete set of Agarwal tuto¬ 
rial bopks for engineenng entr¬ 
ance examinations I also offer 
two Russian books op In¬ 
termediate Physics and 
Mathematics by I E Irodov 
and A G Mordkovich respec¬ 
tively for any Penguin pub¬ 
lished book of corresponding 
value Contact Atul Smha, L-4/ 
24,F-Road, Telco colony, jam- 
shedpur-831004 
•Carrom-board: I would 
like to exchange an used car¬ 
rom-board for anything of cor¬ 
responding value Contact Md. 
Sayeed, 28/B Elliot Road, Cal¬ 
cutta-16 


F or a weekend away from 
the jungle of the aty, try 
another jungle, the Sun- 
derbans Don’t go if you are 
looking only for a tiger You'll 
spot one if you are lucky 
Otherwise, a few deer and 
monkeys ui the distance Try 
the Sunderbans for its still¬ 
ness, disturbed occasionally by 
the flutter of a crane Hun¬ 
dreds of miles of mangrove 
forests and deep muddy nvers 
flowing silently mto wilder¬ 
ness. Try the Sunderbans for a 
quieL laid-back weekend 
Drive up to Sonakhali, about 
100 kms from Calcutta, or go 
to Canning from Sealdah, and 
hire a boat to Siynekhali It’s a 
three-hour, blissful sail along 
Bengal’s countryside, past 
paddy fields and floating blue 
and white fishing nets. There 


are big boats—big enough to 
sleep SIX to seven people on 
board in case you want to hire 
It for the night too In fact, hire 
it for the whole weekend, 
anchor the boat midstream at 
night It’s a different expen- 
ence 

Otherwise you can always 
spend the mji^t at the Saj- 
nekhali tourist bungalow. It’s 
not fancy, but functional 
Across the nver, in the midst 
of a small village, is the brand 
new Pakhirala tourist bunga¬ 
low where the rooms are neat 
and the bathrooms clean 

Pakhirala and Sajnekhali are 
the beginning of the Sunder¬ 
bans forest They are out in 
the wilderness where the si¬ 
lence of the night, or even the 
day, IS broken only by the 
waves of the nver. These are 


not places for a trek into the 
jun^e The Sainekhali tounst 
complex has a thick wire mesh 
running all around just ui case a 
tiger strays in You go atop the 
watch tower and, if luck is on 
your side, you will probably 
see a tiger on the edge of the 
Sweetwater tank 
But don’t waste your time. 
From Stynekhali you cruise the 
nver deep inside the tiger 
temtory ff you are looking for 
peace and tranquility, if you 
ertjoy the silence of the nature, 
take the journey down the nv¬ 
er Mangrove jun^e on both 
sides with snakehke roots 
coming out of the mudbanks, 
as if gasping for fresh air. Even 
if you cannot spot a tiger or 
see a crocodile bask m the sun¬ 
shine, you will not be dis- 
ajqxiint^. ■ 


• Book of Knowledge; I 

would like to offer a Boumvita 
Book of Knowledge-volume 
VIll for a Casio or Citizen 
battery-cum-solar calculator I 
would also like to exchange a 
video-game (shuttle voyage) 
and a 29’'x29' carrom-board 
for any four English novels. 
Wnte to Manish Garg, P-329 
C I T Road, scheme-VI M, 
Calcutta-700 054. 
•Lawn-tennis rackets and 
strings: I offer five lawn- 
tennis rackets and strings. 
Wnte to Dipto Smha, 32 Sashi 
Bhusan Mukheqee Road, Cal¬ 
cutta-700 034. 

•Tape-recorder: I offer a 
National cassette recorder m 
good condition for anything of 
corresponding value. Wnte to 
Rana Bandyopadhya, 35/B 
Mahendra- Satkar Street, (M- 
cutta-12. 
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ITDC has not tapped its real market, says Ashok Kamath 


A s quasi-government organisations 
go, India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) is not p^cu- 
laily old. It became an autonomous public 
sector corporation in 1966 and for most 
part of its existence has been a relatively 
low-profile organisatkm. Like aU govern- 
ment-controlM bodies, ITDC's image has 
depend primarily on the perceptions of 
the minister head^ the tourism depart¬ 
ment But most often tourism figures as an 
"additional charge" ministry, seldcnn one 
in its own ri^t Over the years it has been 
appended to other ‘msjor’ portfolios, rang¬ 
ing from textiles or water resources to 
dvil aviatkm. In the current sc^me of 
things commerce minister Arun Nehru has 
touriffln as an “additional charge". He is 
assisted by Mr Satyapal Malik, the minis¬ 
ter of state for parliamentary a&irs who 
too has tourism as an “additional charge". 

For a country as big as India (3,287,263 
kms), with a population upwards of 800 
million on the last count, tourism is some¬ 
thing of a stepchild. Myriad are the coun¬ 
try’s problems and it may be argued that 
for a nadcm that claims an annual per capita 
income of Rs 5494.50, tourism should a 
low priority sector. ^ that as it may, the 
point that needs to be stressed is that 
tourism remains a vastly untapped source 
of eccmomic growth. Post-Independent In¬ 
dia has seen by and large hapazard de¬ 
velopment of this industry. Whatever 
gro\^ it has registered over the years is 
primarily the doing of private industry. 

'The birth of ITDC was suppos^ to 
channelise government effort at the feder¬ 
al level towards providi^ tourism infrms- 
tnicture. By plou^iit^ its own furrow in 
the immensely fertile tourism sector, 
ITDC ought to have, over the last couple 
of decades actively competed with private 
industiy in the niarketplace in much the 
same way HMT has competed in the 
watcdi industry. 

Unfortunate, ITDC has (quite con- 
scioualy?) ac^ed the image of being elk- 
iat, eating to a large extent for the hi^- 
paying touriat and commercial c&ent rather 
than the footloose and fon^ee Indian. 
ITDC promotional materi^ invariably 


stresses the "good Kfe" of its five-star 
nine-pin bonding alleys (Qutab Hotel, New 
Delhi) and snooker tables (Lalitha Mahal 
Palace Hotel, Mysore) have to offer. With 
the result, rather than pittii^ its undeni¬ 
ably greater resources and in^structure 
against private industry in a spirit of com¬ 
petition, ITDC has niainly succeeded in 
polarising the market. By projecting itself 
as an orgamsation mamly for the well- 
heeled tourist I'TDC gave up the contest 
before it started. So rather than competing 
vigorously, it has carved out its own clien¬ 
tele by ignoring for most of its early years 
the smaO-budget domestic tourist. 

More recently, feeble attempts have 
been made to come up with the low- 
budget hotel New Delhi’s Ashok Yatri 
Niwas (AYN) is a good example. AYN was 
completed in early 1983, though it became 
commercially operational a few months 
earlier to cash in on the Asian Games that 
the capital was hosting in November- 
December 1982. In some ways AYN* was 
unique because its decor and four-bedded 
atxl twin-bedded rooms had a decidedly 
ethnic, low-cost orientation. Being just a 
couple of kilometres away from New Delhi 
railway stati^ AYN was ideally suited to 
pander to middle middle-class purses. 

AYN’s occupancy-rate is an inordinately 
high 80 per cent and the reason for this is 
not hard to find. Where in New Delhi’s 
hub—AYN has No. 19, Ashok Road for its 
address—can you get a single occupancy 
ro«n for Rs 140 or a double occupancy 
room for Rs 190 or a four-bedded room for 
Rs 250 per day? Middle-level executives, 
travelling salesmen and middle-class Indi¬ 
an tourists can scarcely hope for a better 
deal in the national capital. Believe it or 
not, AYN’s room rates (all non-air con¬ 
ditioned) is the seoxid lowest (next only to 
Imphal Ashok) in die ITDC accommoda¬ 
tion diain that covers more than 4,000 
rooms scattered over 40 hotels across the 
country. Not surprbingly, getting accom¬ 
modation in AYN is difi&^t 'Tha^ to its 
low room tariff, shoe-stringers among the 
hordes oi tweign tourists who descend on 
New DeU find the AYN id^ 

'The success of the AYN eiqiiervnent 


ought to have spawned a whole new net¬ 
work of low-cost accommodation side by 
side with the ritz and glitter of the five- 
starrers of ITDC. Had this come to pass, 
the private hotel industry would have been 
fon^ to foil in line and this vast, untapped 
market of middle-class Indian tourists 
would have found their options widened. 

T here is great potential to bring into 
focus the low-budget, homespun tour¬ 
ist in the north east Towards this end 
ITDC has now been working out packages 
that are to be attractive to even those who 
are not inveterate travellers. Word of 
mouth being the best form of advertising, 
with vigorous promotion the north east of 
India can open up a whole new world to 
the urban tourist 

The recently-introduced ‘Holiday on the 
Hills’ package has been put together by 
the Ashok Group Hotels (eastern region) 
and it is valid between Ai»il and Septem¬ 
ber. Indusive of all taxes and service 
charges you can, for exmple, stay at 
Hotel Japfo Ashok in Kohima for Rs 250 
per person per day on a double sharing 
basis. 'The package includes bed tea and 
breakfost transfer to the city centre once 
daily, sightseeing to the museum and 
cemetery. Two children below 12 years 
can stay for free with two adults (but 
without extra beds). 

Likewise, the Guwahab package comes 
for Rs 470 (not including taxes) per couple 
for each of four nights (two in Guwahati 
and the other two in Shillong) and apart 
from the usual bed tea-breakfost, there is 
a ten per cent discount on a la carte food. 
The sight-seeing package covers 
Kamakhya Temple by car. There is also a 
weekend package that costs Rs 400 (not 
including taxes) per couple for a minimum 
of two nights (starting from Friday noon to 
Monday notm). Among its special attrac¬ 
tions is a cruise down the Brahmaputra. 

It is too early to assess how realistic or 
attractive these packages are for the 
traveller with plenty of inclination but with¬ 
out a corresponding wallet But a start has 
been made in the north east ■ 
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rolling seas 
whispering trees 
timeless sands 
an aura of romance 

Honeymoon at 

Toshali Sands 




Luxurious village resort set amidst 
one of the most picturesque and 
unusual scenery in the country 
The way to the beach is sheer 
poetry Toshali Sands is 
located between the twin 
cities of Pun and Konark 
Accommodation in cottages 
IS most comfortable with 
all modern conveniences 
and a rural decor that -s 

recreates the colourful and 
vibrant folk-lore of Orissa 





Chinese, Tandoor^Continental 
restaurants and bar 
Health-club 
Outdoor sports, bad¬ 
minton. swimming 
angling, boating 
Indoor games plus 
video shows Faci¬ 
lities for sightseeing 
with conveyance 


Attractive package tours available at reasonable rates 


Toshali Sands 

KONARK MARINE DRIVE 
PO BALIGUALI. Puri-752002 Ph 2888.2999 
TLX 0676 395 TOSH-IN GRAM YELLOWSAND 


Instant raservations 

Travel Agents SITA,TCI, Mercury. 

Offices 

Caiculta : C/o ALPS Tours (P| Ltd 

17/2B Chowringhee RdCid. Cal-IS. 
Ph 291954/5340,207841,258339 
Bhubaneswar ; Ph 50074, 55385, 57774, 57385 
Bombay :Ph 2024906,277120 

Delhi ;Ph 631432,661482 











The peaks of Jannu, Kabru and Kanchenjunga as seen from Sandakphu photograpM. suioy ow 


A two-day walk from the hiD-station of Meghma—where local people let rooms at Himalayan meadow above Sandakphu and 

Darjeelmg, Sandakphu (alt. 11,929 reasonable rates. The facilities are basic. Phalut on the Singalila ndge bordering 

ft), remains one of the easiest and Jauban is a quaint little village with a Nepal. During winter, they descend with 
most accessible treks in the eastern Hima- smgle road running in between the line of theu" cattle to their villages near Sandak- 

layas. During October 1989, I made my houses—cows and goats use it en route to phu and the village of Kalapokhri. 

sixth visit to Sandakphu with a friend from the meadows outside the village as do the We were trekking in October and pas- 
Calcutta. We left Darjeeling in the morning local travellers from Nepal to Darjeeling. sed numerous yak caravans returning from 

in a share taxi and made our way to the The trail from Jauban descends to the high altitude pastures. The muted 

town of Manebhanjan (alt. 7,()()U ft) where Gairibash offering sweeping vistas of the tinkling of yak bells could be heard 

the Sandakphu trek begins. Landrover valleysof East Nejial. Terraced cultivation throughout the trail as groups of vaks and 

rides in the Darjeeling district are quite clings precariously to the hillsides while their owners passed by. 

incredible: after all the seats have been the houses hug the steep slopes at The morning at Jauban had shown 
packed to capacity, the remaming passen- seemingly impossible angles, Gairibash is promise of a ginid dav but, just lielow the 

gers stand at the back and traverse the the breakfast halt: we stopped at the small final climb to Sandakphu. thick clouds 

distance exchanging banter with fiedes- tea shop and cooked a packet of noodles rolled in and in a few moments it began to 

trians en route! while the owner brewed some tea. ram It was late afternoon when we 

Manebhanjan is at the bottom of the hill The road from Gainbash chmbs dramati- reached Sandakphu and as we entered the 
and the initial three-hour climb to the ridge cally to lO.OOO ft. In the clearing of a dak bungalow the ram was beginnmg to 

at Meghma is daunting for trekkers fresh Himalayan forest is Kalapokhn (Black ease off. Within half an hour there was a 

out of the plush restaurants and hotels of Lake), dark and deep, surrounded by dramatic change in the weather and the 

Darjeeling. We puffed up the hillside prayer flags gently whispering messages Kanchenjunga group was visible through 

pausing for views of the valley. In a while of peace into the dark woods around. Giant the rapidly dissipating cloud cover. The 

the mist roUed in and we were enveloped, magnolias and flowering rhododendrons m late afternoon shower had cleansed the 

We climbed higher and suddenly the mist red, pink, white, yellow, mauve and purple air—raindrops sparkled on the trees and 

cleared—Meghma was bathed in warm dominate the forest in the spring. Within on the hillside. The sun was setting as 

sunshine. The children played next to a their seclusion, the Himalayan free Pie, Kanchenjunga, bathed in orange and pink, 

gian t choiten (stupa) while we sat and Scarlet Minivet, Paradise Flycatcher and stood above her attendant peaks: Jannu, 

sipped mugs of hot tea. The dak bungalow many other birds nestle and sing accom- Kabru. Ratong, Pandim and Narsiiig. 

at Tongiu, traditionally the first night's panying the walker in a medley of colour To the west, the peaks of east Nepal— 

halt, was in a decrepit condition. We took and sound. Everest, Lhotse and Makalu, were visible 

advantage of the absence of border res- From Kalapokhri onwards we entered completmg a stupendous 16U° arc of snow 
trictions and opted to stay in the Nepal the world of the yak herdsmen. This clad peaks: one of the most glorious and 

village of Jaubaii—two houri walk firom intrepid tribe graze their yaks on the awe-inspiring sights in the Himalayas. 
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The start of the Sandakphu trek—the town of Manebhanjan forms a backdrop 

Sandakphu is one of the few places to offer ness enveloped the highest peaks and the 

views of foui of the five highest mountains sudden cold forced us indoors, 

m the world: Everest. Kanchenjunga, 

•Lhotse and Makalu. We had mounted our WJ^ decided to return to Darjeeling by 
tnpods outside the dak bungalow verandah V V following the forest trail to Rimbik 
and continued to photograph until dark- (alt. 7,0(XJ ft). The path descends from 


Sandakphu and then enters coniferous 
forest. Due to the steep gradient, this trail 
IS not preferred by the locals and we 
walked long distances without encounter- 
mg a soul. The forest is incredibly pret¬ 
ty—during the post-monsoon it was 
draped with ferns and lichens of a hundred 
kinds, creepers clung to the highest bark, 
while waterfalls and streams crossed the 
trail at frequent intervals. 

As we descended, it got wanner and 
finally near Kimbik we were sweating in 
our jeans and sports shirtjs! Such is the 
contrast in climate in the Himalayas After 
about sue hours of walking, we finally 
reached Shiva Pradhan Hotel at Rimbik 
where the fnendly owner immediately laid 
out a hot meal complete with nee, dal, 
chicken and vegetables. 

Next day we boarded the bus from 
Rimbik to Daijeeling. The road climbs to 
Dhotre Bazaar and then descends to 
Manebhanjan—the start ot oui trek, fhe 
morning was clear and we had excellent 
views of the snows as the bus meandered 
through the hairpin bends en route to 
Manebhanjan. 

We reached Datjeeliiig at sunset. 1'he 
sounds of the bazaar and the conversation 
of tounsts greeted us as we walked 
through the town As darkness de¬ 
scended, the snows of Kanchenjunga glim¬ 
mered in the mcxinlight evoking memones 
of an unsullied and less matenal world yet 
to be exploited by man. 


LANDOFTHE 

LOTUS-BORN 

The trek to Dzongri in West Sikkim invests one with purgatory feelings. 
Ashis Sengupta shows the way through the picturesque villages 

D zongri IS a name that attracts hun¬ 
dreds of trekkers from different 
parts of the country. It is a hilltop 
(alt. 13.200 ft) in West Sikkim. It lies on 
the broad top of the lower end of a great 
spur which, running out south from the 
north-eastern peak of Kabru, separates 
the glens of the Praig Chu and the 
Rathang. It is just a four-day trip from 
Darjeeling, passing through typical Tibe¬ 
tan and Nepali villages, crossing nvers and 
torrents, and sometimes crawling up and 
down hills. 

Our hike started from Darjeeling. First 
we walked down the tea gardens to 
Jorethang, a small hill-town in Sikkim some 
27 kms from Darjeeling, and then 





reached Pemayangtse by bus the same 
day. All along our way from Jorethang to 
Geyzing, a medium-sized township eight 
kms before Pemayangtse, we seldom lost 
the sight of the Great Rangeet and its 
gorge which would draw the special atten¬ 
tion of a geographer. 

At Pemayangtse you can find one of the 
famous monasteries of Sikkim, which is of 
immense religious and archeological sig¬ 
nificance. Guru Padma Sambhava (the 
‘Lotus Born’), also known as Guru Rom- 
poche, brought Buddhism to Sikkim from 
Tibet in the eighth century and is believed 
to have chosen this place to build a gomba 
(monastery) to house the ta-tshang or 
pure monks. It still retains this reputation 
for the celibacy and high social class of its 
monks, and their head Lama has the 
special honour of consecrating the reigning 
sovereign with holy water. A high flight of 
steps leads up to the doors of the shnne, 
painted in multiple colours. Inside are the 
meditative statues of Buddha and his 
saints on the altars, surrounded by the 
figures of demons painted on the walls. 

The real trek starts from Felling, a 
village only 15 minutes’ walk from 
Pemayangtse. The stretch from 
Pemayangtse to Yoksuin, our second 
day’s destination, involved two very steep 
descents in crossing the valleys ot the 
Rimbi Chu and the Rathang Chu. Mostly it 
was a low altitude trek and the heat was 
almost intolerable. Twice we bathed in the 
foamy water of the nvers which we 
crossed by the narrow bridges hanging 
over them. Ultimately, when we reached 
Yoksum. the sun was dropping behind the 
hills, tinging the billowing clouds in the 
west. 

Famous mountaineers think that the 
Yoksum plateau bears obvious signs of 
being once formed of the bed of a glacier. 
The landscape here could be an ideal 
subject for poetry or painting: the lofty 
trees, thickets of brambles and dwarf 
camellias, cornfields, pools fringed with 
bamboos and barberries, and the thatched 
roofs. Yoksum is also a place of historical 
interest. 

According to a local legend, three Tibe¬ 
tan I.jmas, in the middle of the 17th 
century, had set out from different quar¬ 
ters to convert the people of Sikkim who 
had no king at that time. Sikkim was then 
inhabited by the Lejichas who are believed 
to have once come from the direction of 
Assam and Burma. The Lamas, in search 
of a ruler to govern the country, met here, 
and finally a king was found in a Bhutia 
chief and a.d^Tiasty set up. 

The story relates. the origin of the 
Sikkim Empire, hinting at the migration of 
the Bhutias to the state and the conse¬ 
quent spread of Lamaism all over the 
place. Here it is worth mentioning that the 
Bhutias are of Tibetan origin, their lan¬ 
guage is derived from the Tibetan tongue 


and their religion, which is also a form of 
Buddhism, is specially called Lamaism. 

Yoksum is only 5,840 ft in altitude. Our 
next halt would be at Tsokha, approx¬ 
imately 10,000 ft above the sea level. This 
part of the hike was less tough compared 
with the preceding one. although it was 
also a quick succession of ups and downs. 
The way was quite exciting through out. 
Sometimes we got lost amidst the lovely 
dark woods: at times we could mark the 
footprints of some wild beast, often we 
had to take pains to trace a way beyond 
the mountain streams. We also passed 
through several Bhutia settlements which 
typify the ideal pastoral atmosphere— 
cattlesheds, mastiffs watching over the 
cattle, small farmhouses, colourful corn¬ 
fields. We reached Bakhim (9,IKK) ft) in the 
afternoon, another village nearly two kms 
before Tsokha. 


Jaubari, the first night’s halt 

‘Bakhim’ means a bamboo-made house. 
And, in fact, most of the houses in this 
locality are made of bamboo which grows 
in plenty. We saw herds of yaks grazing 
here and there. The wild yak cfoes not 
exist in Sikkim as it does in 'I'lbet and 
Bhutan. In Sikkim it is a domesticated 
animal, very much appreciated as a beast 
of burden in the high altitudes. Bakhim 
produces a large quantity of tongba, a kind 
of country liquor served in a [xit with a 
straw, both made of bamboo. 

W e lunched in a Bhutia house at 
Bakhim and left for Tsokha. We 
reached there in the midst of fog. Next 
morning 1 was struck by what I saw. As 
the sun leaped up above the hills, numer¬ 
ous glaciers came into view, dazzkng my 
eyes. I'he majestic sight together with the 
sound of the wind blowing fiercely filled 
the heart with awe. Dzongn, our destina¬ 


tion, was still sue miles away. 

After climbing up roughly for two hours 
we had a superb view of the great cliffs of 
Fandini (22,21U ft) and a glimpse of the 
face of Kanchenjunga rising above the 
Talung Glacier. The trek at this stage 
knew what variety is: now a waterfall, 
then the glaciers which seemed not so 
distant; now the hedge-rows, then a big 
dark cave: now a lonely stream, then a 
sounding cataract. 

What haunted me most were the rows 
of rhododendrons in bloom on either side 
of the village path, running wild for about 
three kilometres, right up to Uzongri. 
They were found in various species creat¬ 
ing a not of colours—red. white, yellow, 
pink and so on. Finally when we reached 
Dzongn, the weather started getting 
glcHimy. Looking upward we saw the 
Dzongri top, standing on which one can 


get a panoramic view of the neighbounng 
peaks and mountain passes. We did climb 
the top but could not see anything; the 
clouds had conspired to put a ghostly veil 
between the world of the gods and that of 
man. We came down frustrated and sad. 
But other rewards compensated our loss. 
As the fog gradually thinned, the nearby 
snow capped peaks seemed to be coming 
upon us and the faint rays of the sun were 
splintered into millions of twinkling stars in 
the fast flowing mountain stream. 

At l)zongri we could find very few 
houses: the hut which deserves mention is 
the one specially meant for mountaineers. 
The place is of no less religious signifi¬ 
cance. Guru Padma Sambhava is said to 
have entered Sikkim through Dzongri. 
Prayer flags were pitched here and there 
creating an ideal atmosphere for medita¬ 
tion and prayer. 1. however, found my 
beatific vision in the bliss of solitude. ■ 
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1 es. Up here in the mountains. 
Just a few miles away from the 
throbbing business centre in 
Siliguri. Amidst winding roads 
and dark pines. Variegated flora 



natural beaufy. Places that you 
have often dreamt about. 

Tourist Lodges offer you your 
choice of food and 
accommodation. So relax. Drink 
the beauty of rolling tea gardens 
and hills. Feel the serenity of the 
Ghoom Monastery. And be one 
with nature in Kalimpong, where 
the hills stoop to conquer your 
heart. Forget the rest of the 
world. 


and fauna. Peace awaits you 
in the quiet hill stations. 

Studded aaoss the Himalayan 
Mountain Range, are the towns of 
Daijeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong, 
Ghoom. Places of immense 





The surprises in West Bengal 
never cease. So if you thought it 
was only mountains, forests and 
temples, come to see its beaches. 
And savour scenic beauty at its 
best 



West Bengal a unique experience — 
















Where the sea kisses the rising sun 



Wes. Bengal is a dream vacation 
come true. With its sun-drenched 
beaches lapped by the rising 
waves of the endless sea. Shaded 
by swaying Casuarina groves, the 
golden sands of Digha, 





you can laze on the golden sands 
and watch the glorious sunset. 
Take long walks. Bathe in the 
cool waters of the sea. Or simply 
do nothing at all. Bakkhali has a 
different charm as part of the 
Sunderbans with mangrove 
forests, red aabs and if you are 
lucky, deer too. 

The variety of West Bengal is 
stunning. From the lofty 
mountains to the bay, the story 
unfolds at every step. There is 
something for every taste. A 
haven for every mind. 







Shankarpur and Bakkhali are 
among the finest in the country. 
Inviting you to explore its 
treasures, one foot at a time. 

Digha and Bakkhali are easily 
accessible by road, with tourist 
lodges and private hotels dotting 
the sJo^line. Once you are there 





For information and booking please 
contact 

TOURIST BUREAU 

3/2, B B D Bag (East) Ground Floor, 

Calcutta-700 001 Ph 28-8271 

WEST BENGAL TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT CORPN. LTD. 
3/2, B B. D Bag (East) 1st Floor, 
Calcutta-700 001 Phone 28-5917/5168 

west bengal 
tourism 

WEST BENGAL TOURISM 

INDIAN 

DESTINATION OF THE 90’S^ 


Touch the Himalayas, Reach the Bay 
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Kumari, the Living Goddess 

K umari, the Livii^ Goddess, is not 
particularly godlike. She is a little 
girl, perhaps 11 years old, who 
lives a life of make-believe splendour in a 
once beautiful now mildewed temple in the 
heart of old, imperial Kathmandu. Her feet 
must never touch the ground and her 
every whim must be satisSed for she is 
none other than the incarnation of Kali. 
But for ail that, Kumari is quite a brave 
little girl for she has been proclaimed 
goddess after the most terrible of tests. At 
Dussehra, a hundred buffaloes were 
ritualistkally slaughtered, and all the little 
toddlers contesting the post of Kumari 
were locked overnight in a dark room 
containing the bleeding, severed buffalo 


heads along with scary masks and eene 
pools of blood and ent^s. Bloodcurdling 
noises added to the effect, and the little 
girl who did not cry was deemed to have 
passed the test. Other more gory and, for 
the sake of a better term, mind-blowing 
trials followed before the girl was declared 
to be Kumari, the virgin manifestation of 
Kali. And she will remain the Living 
Goddess till such time that she bleeds—be 
it because of an ordinary cut or because 
puberty catches up. The legend goes that 
some of these girls have such power that 
they are able to withhold the onset of 
puberty till they are well into their twen¬ 
ties. But after ^e glory comes fate’s fury. 
The superstition is that whoever marries a 


former Kumari meets an untimely death. 
And so, the Living Goddess, when she 
outgrows her spine-chiOing godhood, be¬ 
comes a dying prostitute. 

We visit the Temple of the Living 
Goddess as part of a wide-eyed tourist 
group, and before Kumari can Mess us, 
the guide and I are blessed by pigeons. 
They roost all over the place, and there 
are plenty of little crevices for them. The 
temple was certainly beautiful once, with 
intricate filigree work and carvings, some 
of which have been half-heart^y res¬ 
tored. But it is dark, difty, dingy and 
mouldy. The courtyard, which must have 
been glorious a long time ago, is full of 
muck amidst which Kumari’s family sits 
preparing some ritualistic meal out of dried 
meat. Kumari resides in an upstairs quar¬ 
ter and word is sent that yet another 
goggle-eyed gaggle of tourists has arrived. 
She peeps out of the window for just a 
flash of a second and that is the end of the 
darshan. All one got was a fleeting im¬ 
pression of a heavily made-up little girl 
wearing something pink. 

From the fascinating and exotic Kumari 
it is over to the bustling and shining 
Supermarket. It is a trip from the Goddess 
to Paradise, for Indians love things phoren 
and this market is just full of them— 
clothes, cosmetics, shoes, glassware, cut¬ 
lery and crockery, toys, electronic items, 
you name it they have it, though of course. 

One of Kathmandu’s popular marketi 







a lot if it is the produce of a flourishing 
cottage industry in our very owii Mbnghyr 
which has mastered the art of replicating 
things phoren. If you are finicky about a 
little thing like that, you can try the more 
reliable and therefore more expensive 
Bluebird departmental store near Kath¬ 
mandu’s best hotel, the Soaltee OberoL 

And if you are near the Soaltee—an 
exceflent place if you can afford it—there 
is that other Great Indian Attraction—the 
casino, where you can play all those fancy 
games with chips and cards that James 
Bond does so well. Speed is the thing— 
you learn quick and you lose quick and you 
finally realise why Yudhisthir did what he 
did. 

The world’s only Hindu Kingdom (the 
King has a Big Brother-like omnipresence 
though he is more pitied than respected) is 
just waiting for Indians. Kumari, the Su¬ 
permarket and the casino are just three of 
the manifestations. What happened was 
that last year, thanks to such abstruse 
things like lapsed trade and transit treaties 
and a bit of bad blood between two 
gentlemen going by the names of Gandhi, 
Rajiv and Shah Dev, King Birendra Bir 
Bikram, Indians stopped visiting Nepal. 




And that country virtually ran out of 
business. Because Indians, God bless 
their extravagant souls, flock to Nepal 
during the lean summer season (Euro¬ 
peans and Americans prefer the winter), in 
effect, giving the Himalayan kingdom no 
off-season at all; and then it is the Indians 
who are the big spenders, living ostenta¬ 
tiously in the better hotels, and investing 
lavishly in the dubious returns of the 
Supermarket and casino. The expenses of 
the Occidentals, on the other hand, are 
mainly accidental for they are usually of 
the low-budget/group-tour/adventure- 
sport variety, (Proof: Indian tourists in 
Nepal spend an average of Indian Rs 632 a 
day compared to the $27 of others). 

Indians account for a quarter of Nepal’s 
tourist traffic and contribute the bulk of the 
revenue. The Indian rupee is a highly 
valued currency. So when Indian arrivals 
dropped by over half last year, a lot of 
Ne^li businesses connected with the 
tourist industry—hotels, travel agencies 
and shops—collapsed. The only ones who 
made a killing of course were those 
ubiquitous Indian businessmen who cor¬ 
nered aU the unsold items at the Super¬ 
market at throwaway pnces, and swept 



’The Buddhist stupa in Kathmandu 


the jackpots at the casino. 

The upshot of all of which is that this 
year the red carpet is going to be rolled 
out for Indians. And one might as weU take 
advantage of it. There is no law and order 
problem like in Kashmir (more than the 
Pakistani establishment, by the way, it is 
Nepal’s tourist industry which is gloating 
over the trouble there); and the people are 
ftiendly even if their King isn’t If as an 
Indian you visit Nepal this year, you can be 
sure of hoteliers fawning aU over you and 


Creating beautiful Nepal was certainly a brainwave. And the kingdom is 
simply waiting to welcome Indian tourists this season, says Sumir Lai 



shopkeepers falling at your feet, which is 
not bad at all even if they raise their prices 
way above your head. 

Even institutionally Nepal’s tourist in¬ 
dustry is gearing up to regain the Indian 
market this summer. Hotels and travel 
agents’ associations are launching con¬ 
certed pubhcity drives with speciaUy de¬ 
vised packages to attract Indians, and the 
kingdom’s tourism ministry has taken note 
(even this much, for any bureaucracy, is a 
tremendous achievement) of the need to 
bring in these strange people from across 
the southern border who are willing to 
spend so much on so little. 

But there is more to Nepal than phoren 
goods. Nepal’s tour operators to this day 
cannot understand why more Indians do 
not go in for treks and adventure the way 
Europeans do. The kingdom aboundvin 
wildlife parks, breathtaking hiking and 
fishing ti^s, beautiful high altitude lakes 
and facilities for fun like river rafting and 
elephant polo. Soon there will also be well 
organised rhododendron tours and other 
innovative treks. So if you can’t afford to 
join the Rs 632 a day chib, there is plenty 
you can do even if you belong to the under 
$27 class. 

In short, when (Jod made Nepal, it was 
one of his better ideas. And as far as Nepal 
is concerned, His creating spendthrift 
Indians was the biggest brainwave of all.a 
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A lurkint; litfer in Kan ha-'' 


T he Maniti Gypsy rolled silently into 
the sanctum of the famed Kanha 
National Park, a tiger reserve. Two 
peacocks piroutted confusedly on the dus¬ 
ty road before scuttling to safety. About 
20 cheetais stood up with pricked ears, 
disturbed in grazing by the noise of the 
engine and the clicking of camera shutters. 
The sun was about to set. The long¬ 
standing desire of visiting Kardia and 
Bandhavgarh exclusively to capture the 
wildlife on film was slowly beating fruit. 


I’he Indian (iaur in Bandhavgarh 


The elusive tiger, which at mid-day lies 
in some cool, covert spot, preferably near 
a water hole, begins its silent prowl in 
search of a kill. The Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism canteen manager at Kisli, S. 
Majumdar, warned us of an IS-month-old 
male tiger lurking nearby. That night, 
looking around from the verandah of our 
bungalow, we saw alarmed cheetais 
sounding warning calls, as well as tense 
languors. Next morning, our driver in¬ 
formed us of the tiger’s carrying away a 
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cheetal firom that area. 

Situated m the eastern sectw of the 
central Indian highlands, Kanfaa National 
Park (the largest m India) spreads over an 
area of 940 sq. kms m the Maikal chain of 
hills. The reserve forest comprises the 
National Park and a buffer area around the 
core bringing the total area upto 1,945 sq. 
kms. The park’s altitude vanes betw^ 
45©m, and 950m, over a ndge running 
east-west The flat top of these ndges are 
known locally as “dadars”. The two mejor 
nvers feeding the National Park are Bainar 
and Haltm. 

Bandhavgarh, on the other hand, is a 
more compact National Park, full of game. 
The density of the ti^er population at 
Bandhavgarh is the hipest known m India. 
The count is 57, according to forester 
Joshi and A.G. Kuttoppan, the celebrat^ 
mahout-cum-photographer. Situated m 


Tala in the Shahdol distnct of Madh^ 
Pradesh, this park measures just over 448 
sq. kms. It was the private hunting gr<^]*f 
(rf the former Mahanoas of Rewa, ^ 
Bandhavgarh fort, Uioui^t to be 2,000 


years dd, stands at the highest pomt of 
the rocky hills around and scattmd 
thrm# out the park are numerous cavM 
containing shruies and ancient Sanskrit 
inscriptkms. 






Kutaa National Park 

No creature of the forests has captured 
the onagmation of the Indian people the 
way the tiger has done—except perhaps 
the elephant And, here I was, first at 
Kanha and then at Bandhavgarh, appre¬ 
ciating and shooting on film the splendour 
of this big cat. Stall^, as I went on tiruig 
elephant ndes to get daringly close to the 
tiger, I realised that the long list of famed 
shilans of yesteryear, namely the mahar- 
igas and the unscrupulous forest contrac¬ 
tors and traders, were actually weak 
people taking sadistic pnde in their valour 
and strength by ruthlessly shooting wildlife 
to extinction 

At Kanha, mahout Lakhan Sm^. a local 
Gond, was my guide for elephant ndes 
atop Pawankah, a 25-year-old female 
“Kunki” from Assam Dunng one of our 
evenmg treks, we saw a mde tiger cub 
(about 18 months old) learning to kdl while 
his mother watched him from behmd the 
camouflage of drying shrubs 

But, the expenence at Bandhavgarh 
was more spine-chilhng One evening, 
while takmg a jeep nde m the park, I saw 
fin the first tune the dangerous black sloth 
b^ with a udute V-stnpe on his chest 
Before the euphoria could subside, we 



'TViveSing in the forest belt of 

X Madhya Pradesh IS a heady expen* 
ence but can be tfresome for those 
venturing on their own without a vehi- 
de. The Bombay Mad takes tounsts 
hum Howrah to Satna or Shahdol, but 
since distances are very long and buses 
few and fer between, it is infinitely 
wiser to opt for the MP Tounsm 
Oevek^ment Corporation package 
that includes visits to Kanha or Bm- i 
dhavgarh, or both. 

A pacl^ trip to both the National 
Parks as well as to the Nbrtde Rocks 
near Jabafom will leave Calcutta on I 
May 10 and 24. Termed the “Call of I 
the Wfld'* the Rs 1,645 (per head) tour 
for seven days nchides tram fete, 
acconunodaticn (m delightfiil Ba^dra 
log huts in KqilBig’s Ko^ die 
Tiger forest lodge at Baidhavgaiii and 
the corporation a hotel in Jabalpur), 
food, tranport m luxury cMcbea u 
weO as signtseeing. 

Another pado^ dnt leaves fo May 
heads for “Xi|Sng Coiaitiy,” and 
toudies Panctmiartd, Knha Mar* 
Ue Rocks. It ieavea Calcutta on May 4 
and 18 and is priced at Its 1.825 for a 
duratkn of aix days. Pookfogi ca> be 
made w^ the niaM«er, MOP &ate 
Tounsm'Devefopn^ Conporktiaa. ^ 

^ If I I iigp I I 


spied a Uger m tne twilight Actually, my 
fether, who was sitting next to the dinver, 
was smgmg “ aur sher aa jaye," in his 
atroaous Hmdi, when our guide, Knshan 
pointed to a big male Uger walking about 
100 feet ahead of us 

On hearing the sound of the engine, it 
paused to turn and look at us Afterawhile 
It crossed over to squat behmd a roadside 
bush We drove as softly as possible and 
drew up alongside, the proxuiuty allowing 
us to oteerve the ^ce and controlled 
strength of the muscles npphng under its 
coat 

The Indian gaur is mistakenly called 
bison, just as the American bison is 
wrongly called buffalo. The gaur passes 
most of the day resting m the shade of big 
trees and comes out m meadows on^ m 
the late evening. It took us four consecu¬ 
tive days to see a herd. 

A visit to these Parks automaticaDy 
carries forward the desue to return agam 
and agam. Every mo9ient spent m the 
jungles remains frozen as etemal snap¬ 
shots m the mmd. My coiuitdown for 
retunung to these National Paries has 
already begun. ■ 
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he stage : Kausani, 53 kms off 
Almora at an altitude of 1,890 metres. 

The scene : 300 kms of uninterrupted 
view of Himalayan snow-white 
splendour. A performance that rolls 
across the hills, compulsively asking for 
an encore! The actors : You and your 
family. 

For more information on exclusive 
holiday sights like, Baijnath 19 kms 
from Kausani, Bageshwar 20 kms 
from Baijnath, Jageshwar 34 kms 
^ from Almora. Contact 
U.P. Tourism office: 

U.P. 'Iburism 

2nd Floor 

12 A Netaji Subhash Rd., 

Calcutta. Tel: 227855 

%ausani 

One. of the mai^ hidden wonders of U.P. 




















• Amiri GaribI: Paradise (Ben 
tmck Street, 28-442)—12,. J 6 
9. 

A film by Hamiesh Malhotra, 
starring Jeetendra. Rekha, Kishi 
Kapoor, Riy Babbar, Poonam Dhil 
ton and Neelani Ttie music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Asaad Desh Ke Gulam; 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road, 242266)—4 shows 

Rekha, Rishi Kapoor, Jackie 
Shrod, Pran and Prem Chopra are 
the maior attractions of this film, 
doected by S A Chandrashekhar 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pysrelal 

• ChoroD K1 Rani Hasino Ka 

Raja New Cinema (Lenm Sarani, 
270147), Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kid¬ 
wai Road, 244822), Moonlight 
(T.C Dutta Street. 254956), 
Basusree (S P Mukheijee Raod, 
484808), Bina (Bidhan Sarani, 
311522)—4 shows 
The fibn stars Sonilca CiU, Snp- 
lada, Sumeet SaigaL Kapoor 
and Anupam Kher 
a Ghar Ho To AUa: Roxy 
(Chownnghee Place. 284138). 
Gem (Actorya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road. 249828), Knshna (T 
C. Dutta Street, 2^)437). Mitra 
(Bidhan Saiw, 551133), Chhaya 


A ■ceiw rtom Baamia 


(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road 
%U82) Ragini (Behaghata Maui 
Road, 363264), Pnya (Rashbehan 
Avenue, 464M0) 

Directed by Kalptani and with 
music by Bappi Lahan, the film 
stars Anil Kapoor, Meenakshi 
Seshadn, Raj Kuan, Buidu, Om 
Prakash and Kader Khan 
• Haatlmtai: joyti (Lenm Sarani, 
241132). Sree (Bidhan Saram, 
551515), htaaz (Lower Chitpur 


Sntnbdi Rojr in A»pma Amouv Aapua 



Road, 27Tni), Purabi (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 350680), Ujjala 
(Russa Road 478666) 
jeetendra and Sangeeta Bglani 
are the lead pair m this film 
dvected by Babu Bhai Mistry The 
music IS by Laxmikant Pyarelal 
• Kishen Kanhalyn; Orient 
(Bentmck Street, 281917)—12 3 
6. 9 

Anil Kapoor, Madhun Dixit 
Shilpa Shirodkar, Kader Khan and 
Amnsh Pun are the chief attrac 
bons of this Rakesh Roshan film 
whose musK is by Rajesh Roshan 
o Maine Pyar Kiya: Ebte (S N 
Banenee Road, 241383)—10 45 
2 15, 5 30, 9, Indira (Indra Roy 
Road, 471757)—4 shows Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street, 552270)—1130 
The biggest hit of recent tunes 
this teenyboppers' love story stars 
Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree fhe Sm is durecied 
by Sooraj R Banatiya and the 
music IS by Raam Laxman 
Shandar: Opera (Lemn Sarani 
281849), Lotus (S N banenee 
Road, 242664), Graw (Mahatma 
Gandb Road. 391090), Khanna 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road 
552^). Kalika (Sadananda Road 
478141) 

A film by T C Dewan, the cast 
includes Mithun Chakrabort) 
Meenakshi Seshadn, Mandakuii 
Julu Chawla, Kader Khan and Dan¬ 
ny The musK is by Bappi Lalun 


(Humayun Place, 291299)—12, 3, 
6, 8 30 

An adventure packed with ac- 
bmi, mystery and romance, star¬ 
ring Jack Nicholson and Michael 
Keaton 

• First Love (A) Lighthouse 
(Humayun Place, 291051)—12, 3, 
6. 8 30 

• For a Night of Love (A) 
Jamuna (Marquis Street, 
243715)—12 3, 6. 8 30 


Victor Ba 

















S fT-TOSitWlS. 

Icntta-Roarkela-Ranchi: 
Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Air. (1, 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 
CaJeotu-GuwalMti'LlIabarl* 


Zlro*Dapariao: Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Arr. (2. 4. 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Caleutta-Guwahati- 

Dibrngarh-Pasalfliat-Alonc: 


Dep. (1, a 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr (1, a 5); PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamahadpur'PatBa: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6). PF-725 at 0550; 


Ait. (2, 4, 6); PP-728 at 104a 

Calcatta'Dbaabail'Gayi 

Pataa-Dhanbad-Calcatt; 

Dep. (1, a 5): PF-737 at 060 
Arr. (1, a 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


Ir.-iins 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Momrmh 

Time 

On 

2311 

19-00 

OalM Kalica Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via AllahatMd 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Dami) Ea- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 

18-00 

2382 



Dep>—Tues. Thors A Sat 

Am—Wed Fn A Sun 



2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ea- 
praaa via Patna 

16-00 

2304 



Dep —Mon , Wed . Fri A Sun 
Am —Mon Tues, Thurs A 





Sat 



2301 

16-30 

RaidhanI Eapreaa 5 daya a 
week 

11-00 

2302 



Dep —Mon. Toes. Thors FrI 

A Sun 

Arri —Tues Wad Thurs 

Sat A Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Eap. 
Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dep —Tues .Fri A Sat 

Am— Tues Wed A Sat 



2547 

13-15 

Purbenchal (Oorakhpur) Ea- 

4-15 

2548 



praaa 

Dap—Mon A Thurs 

Am —Thurs A Sun 



3009 

2005 

Ooon Eapraas via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Eapraaa via Main Lina 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Eapraaa 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Dattil Eapraas via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Eapraaa via 

Main Une 

6-30 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

Uiohnow Eapraaa 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Eapraaa 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanehanlunga Eapraaa 

20-50 

2558 

6659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Eapraaa 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Eapraaa 

21-25 

3316 

3029 

17-15 

CoalfMd Eapraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Eapraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Eapraaa 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23KX) 

North BHiar Eapraaa 

Dap—Wednesday 

Am—Friday 

4-15 

3026 

3071 

22-06 

Jamaipur TlTHakly Eapraaa 

Dap—Tuas. Thurs A Sat 

Am —Mon . Thurs A Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikotan Eapraaa 

15-45 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Qwallor) TrI- 
waakly Suparfaal Eapraaa 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs, Sat A Sun 

Am—Tues Wad A Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (bidora) Eapraaa 

Dap—Tuas A Wed 

730 

1172 



Am -Sat A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunJ (Chopan) 

7-30 

3326 



SepTsSn^^*A Fri 





faaMMi 



3143 

19-00 

Dadaaling MaE 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

dour Eapraaa 

Jammu Tawl Eapraaa 

Mughal Saral Eapraaa via 
SBG Loop 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-46 

-12-60 

3134 

3103 

5186 

18-20 

12-40 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Eapraaa 
Chhapra Eapraaa Bl-Wsakly 

10-25 

4-30 

3104 

5186 


Dap &’Arri—Wad A Sun 


Oapaibm SOUTH-EASTEBfl RAILWAY Airtatf 


Ub 

TMie 

JfrHPrurfk 

Tima 

Dn 

6003 

21-00 

Madraa Mall 

6-30 

6004 

8002 

20-15 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-10 

8001 



EXPRESS 



2860 

13-25 

Qltanjall (Bombay) Eapraas 

14-15 

2859 

8034 

21-25 

Ahmadabad Express 

4-15 

8033 

6030 

12-15 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

15-00 

Coromandel (Madras) Eapraaa 

11-15 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

13-45 

2612 



Arri —Sun 



8013 

17-30 

Tala Steal Eapraas 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-20 

Ispat Eapraas 

21-55 

8012 

8005 

21-45 

Sambalpur Eapraas 

6-45 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Eapraaa 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

6-00 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-30 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

Tirupatl Express 

4-30 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Am—Except Sunday 

11-30 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 
Trlvandrum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 


— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 

13-45 

2801 



Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 



— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tanmlnua- 

13-45 

2649 



Ouwahatl Waakly Express 
(via Vlaakhapatnam A 





Howrah) 

Thursday only 



2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Waakly Express 
(via Howrah A Vlsakha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmlnus 

13-45 

2651 



Supartast Express 

(via Vlaakhapatnam A 

Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Am—Tues A Fri 



2674 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangalora CItir 
Waakly Express (via Howrah 

22-15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 



— 

14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Quwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



A Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochln Harbour Tar- 
mbiua Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 
PatrM Waakly Eapraaa (via 

13-45 

2609 



Howrah) 

Wednesday only 



ENQUIRKB: 

For round the clock Information of laatam 


Railway tralm, plaaaa dial 203848-M fe«Jn-aemlng|lralna; 
203838-44 for all oltiar btfoimatloin. For biformatlon 
about raaarvatlona on Eaatam and South iaotam Rallwaya 
trolna, dial 203800 (from 0 am to 0 pm on w o a h dnya and 0 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and paaottad holldayal. 
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More to It 

After going through the 
article, ‘Look Ma, No 
Specs!’ (^rii 8), I could 
not help but respond to it 
I th^ Mr Tapp Das' 
article is misleading and 
borders on sensationalism. 
It is reported that accord¬ 
ing to Prof. S. Fyodorov, in 
another ten years there will 
be no need for people to 
wear glasses. 1 think even 
the most ardent supporter 
(should 1 say apoloptic) of 
this surgery which is called 
the radial keratotomy, can¬ 
not afford to make Uds kind 
of statement Radial kera¬ 
totomy, started by Dr Sato 
of Japan in the late thirties, 


if the myt^ exceeds 8 
Diopters then the pretto- 
t^y of the resuH is often 
uncertain, not to mention 
other numerous complica¬ 
tions which tend to occur. 
Radial keratotomy at best 
can be termed as a cosme¬ 
tic surgery which has yet to 
eBtabkah its place as an 
efficient and safe operation. 

It is erroneous to say the 
glasses can be made a thing 
of the past. Similarly, in the 
lOL surgery for cataract, it 
is often said and published 
in newspapers and maga¬ 
zines that glasses are not 
reqiped after such an op- 
eratxm. Corrective glasses 
either for near or for dis¬ 
tance (depending how the 


with high myo|M and have 
undeigm treatment at the 
Regional Institute of 
Opthalmology, Calcutta, 
for about five years. 

The article stated that 
myopic corrections were 
possible by the ‘Russian 
method' and I would like to 
seek advice from Prol S. 
Foydorov. 

A.N. Rudra, 

Durgapur 

■ The report was very 
useful. S<me of the re¬ 
search develpments have 
been encouraging, specially 
of artificial cornea keratop- 
rosthesis. Can Tapan Das 
give us a clue as to where 
the fruits of this research 


draw up syllabi which 
would make studies a joyful 
experience. They should 
be able to enjoy studies as 
much as playing gam«, 
practising musk, dabbling 
in paint or chatting with 
friends. Let us lower the 
‘flame’ and reduce the 
‘pressure’ to prevent our 
children from ‘bursting’. 
SJ. BUu«y, 

Calcutta 

■ The majority of toda/s 
parents are of the view that 
there is absolutely no 
alternative to education 
conducted through English 
medium schools, speciaily 
those with the tag, ‘elitist', 
attached to them. It is also 
con^red a matter so- 



was later developed by 
many surgeons includii^ 
Dr S. Fyodorov. There is 
no doubt that radial kerato¬ 
tomy reduces myopia and 
improves incorrected vi¬ 
sion, but its predictability, 
safety and stability are yet 
to be proven. 

Every myopic person is 
not a candickte for this 
surgery. At the same time, 
a patient belonging only to 
a selected age-group is 
best treated by this opera¬ 
tion. Radial keratotomy is 
perfonned only on patients 
of non-progressive myopia 
which means patients 
above 22 years of age, and 


power of lOL is selected) is 
a must. 

We eye surgeons are 
often confronted with peo¬ 
ple who acquire this partial 
knowledge. Newspapers 
have a responsibility to 
give facts to its readers and 
not just half-truths. It 
would be a better idea if an 
expert on the subject 
wrote such artkies in fit- 
tu:«. 

Dr V. Pahwa, 

Eye Micro-Surgery 
Centre, Calcutta 

■ Thanks for the informa¬ 
tive article by Tapan Das. 
In ffict, I am an eye patient 


can be gained by Indian 
patients? 

P.K. Maftra, 

Kalyani (W.B.) 

Lower the 
‘Flame’ 

I am a school teacher and 
housewife and was im¬ 
mensely pleased to learn 
that I am not the only one 
who is pained to see our 
children turning into ‘press¬ 
ure cookers’ (‘The Rat 
Race Begins’, March 4). 

The powers that be 
should put themselves in 
the shoes of these overbur¬ 
dened children and then 


cial prestige and this snob¬ 
bish attitude overlooks 
character building as an im¬ 
portant aspect of educa¬ 
tion. We forget that an 
unhappy and abnormal 
childhood can make their 
futures nightmarish. 
Ruchira Ghosh, 

Calcutta 

■ It has become a ffishkn 
today to burden our chil¬ 
dren with books so that 
they can score 90 per cent 
and above. The result is 
that the children have no 
playing hours and are read¬ 
ing from dawn to dusk. 
Stunana Roy, 

SiUguri 
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A report from D. Gupta. 
What is common to; 

S tar PataudI, Chuni Ooswa 
, Chima Okeri.Pren^itLall, 
and Arun Lai ? Stuck for the 
answer? 

“These and other sports 
personalities were seen in a 
new role (as quizmasters) at 
the Sportsworkt Round 
Table Quiz for the Dunlop 
Spectrawide trophy. 

"The three^ay event was 
an absolute super>hit with 
Calcutta's quiz-crazy and 
sports-crazy public. About 
1 SO teams partidpated over 
three days on the lovely 
lawns of the Oalhousie Insti¬ 
tute. 

"Seven teams from Cal¬ 
cutta, two from Patna and 
one from Bhubaneswar fea¬ 
tured In the final. On that day 
(and the prelims), eminent 
sports personalities were 
honoured by Sportawortd. 
The highlight of the final was 
when frM inning Bengal 
Rarijl Trophy team was felici¬ 
tated. Arun Lai bowled a 
googly, asking a qiMstlon on 
o-a-side hockey, then there 
were emottonal moments: 
Premjit Lall shuffling centre- 
stage to receive his award 
from Tiger PataudI; the mel¬ 
low Aratl Saha, bringing 
back memories of her histor¬ 
ic Channel crossing; a bridge 
player OmPrakash 
Chouhdury, whose sight is 
impaired, being saluted. 

"Besides emotion and 
sport, there was much fun 
and humour. Chima Okerle, 
sans boots and Jersey, and 
Instead In a dhot-panjabi. 


'poc 11th Quaathn : In television cameramen 
lingo, what ate BCU s, MCU a and pock- 
et shots? (Ehtesham AUum, “Shaadman 
Palace",6thFloor,RatNo.D, 19/A, 
RIpon Street, Calcutta 700016) . 

- —Ana : BCU s are "Mg close-ups”—those 

shots which show an actor, usually under the stress 
of great emotion, in a picture so greatly magnified that 
only his toes shows. An MCU Is a “medium close-up” 
showing the actor plus some background, and the 
pocket shot falls somewhere between the BCU aitd 
the MCU. it usually shows a male actor from the 
breast or handkerchief pocket upward. 



The Spoitsworfif Round Table Quiz 


The crowd loved it and so did 
Chima. “The question Is, 
what does China mean?" 
The answer, “God knows!” 

"It often happens that 
such tamasha brings on a 
frown to greying diehard 
quizzards. This was show 
time all right, but anchorman 
Barry O'Brien along with Neil 
O'Brien and the S^nswortd 
editorial team produced ex¬ 
tremely well-researched 


questions, slides and video 
clips. If there was one critic¬ 
ism it was that the final could 
have been a trifle shorter. 
That apart, Sportswoiid 
Round Table (Central 
Roundtable 38) and Dunlop 
Spectrawide (to use a sporty 
metaphor) 'did a Nadia Com¬ 
aneci.' 

"Everything about the quiz 
was both sports and slick. A 
stupendous set replete with 


S lant screen and elecfronic 
mers, quiz masters, finalist 
and organizers all in smart 
T-shirts, mind-boggling 
prizes—a truly top claM prs 
sentation. 

"Let's pick up the actor In 
the final. On their perform¬ 
ance In the prelims DMET 
were hot favourites. Dl 'A', 
winners in 1988 and run- • 
ners-up last year, were also 
there. Jadavpur University 
and Alekhine Chess Club 
looked strong on paper. 
Then there were the three 
, outstation teams, plus Dl‘B' 
VMCA and St Xavier's. 

, "Jadavpur University and 
I Alekhine Chess Club drew 
’ away from the rest early In 
the second half and it didn't 
need a quizzing pundit to 
predict that these two teams 
would be there at the finish. 
DI'A, never really got going, 
the others were smuggling. 
DrB' surprised themselves 
and the large crowd by hurt¬ 
ling Into third place. Still one 
round to go, JU were slttlrw 
pretty, two bonuses aheao ol 
Alekhine. The order re¬ 
mained unchanged and JU 
were sporting, convincing 
and deservirw winners of the 
Sportsworld Round Table 
Quiz for the Dunlop Spectra¬ 
wide Trophy. 

“True, sponsorship has 
benefitted quizzing in a big 
way—the North Star Quiz tor 

O adults, the Maggi 
}r children. And now 
Dunlop for sports lovers. At 
the rate things are going, you 
might well say; “There's no 
biz like quiz bizl" 

























































FHONGHI KAU1fM>I£ 



The Firinghi Kali Temple u 
situated at 244, Bowbazar 
Street (now Bepin Behari 
(Janguly Street) in central Cal* 
cutta. Inside, the goddess Kali 
atandi on a white figure repre- 
seothigadeadcmale. Con¬ 
tiguous to this small building is 
a stiwll Shhra temple, believed 
to be ok^ than that of Kali. 

TheimageofKaliwasin- 
ataOed by one Srimanta Dom, 
of very low caste, who himself 
perfonned the duties of the 


pnest to this goddess for not 
less than 70 years till his 
death. The 'Dom’ used to treat 
the people of this quarter suf¬ 
fering firom smallpox, and so 
an idol of goddess Slutala is 
kept ac^cent to that of Kak 
The 'Dom' soon became popu¬ 
lar among the Eurasian resi¬ 
dents of this area who would 
send oSeri^ to Kali in grau- 
tude for being ciared from 
smallpox. Hence the goddess 
has earned the name Finnghi 
Kali. 


There is another belief that 
the Brahmin wife of Hansman 
Antony had esUblished the 
Kali Temple. Antony later be¬ 
came fanious as a lord and was 
popularly known as Antony 
FinnghL 

The shuahofl of the Firing 
Kali Temple on Bow Bazar 
Street, is also befeved to have 
0 ven rise to the name Bow 
Bazar as Kali was the reigning 
goddess of the [dace. But the 
question remains coiqectu- 
ral—Bow or Bohu Bazar. 




































The Many 
Faces of Skiing 

S kiing and apres-skiing 
have always had a 
tremendous fun-group image 
in the West Merely donning 
a ski suit seems to give one a 
temporary membership to 
the fun-loving, jet-set socie¬ 
ty. This ski-mania is ^dual¬ 
ly spreading to India, and 
holi^y makers look for 
attractive ski sports in the 
Alps and, now, closer to 
home—in the Himalayas. 
Newer options are opening 
every day, be it in the moun¬ 
tains of Colorado, the wilds 
of Georgia or just outside 
your own backyard (in the 
West), catering to various 
levels of skills and thrills. 

To go skiing, it is no 
longer necessary to have 
snow! In some nuyor cities 
in the West (Glasgow, for 
one) there are man-made ski 
slopes (indoors and out¬ 
doors), covered with a "tex¬ 
tured carpet” of white, giv¬ 


T he mere sound of "Ski” 
will suffice here. Re¬ 
place each asterisk with the 
sound ot "Ski” and fill in one 
letter per blank to form a 
word according to the clue 
on the right “Ski” may be 
speh in any acceptable way: 
"SKY" (as in Risky), 
"SKEE" (as in Skeet) and so 
on. For example, the answer 
to 1 below is RISKY. 


ing the slopes the necessary 
bounce for skiing. Or if one 
is in the mountains and there 
are more people than snow¬ 
flakes in the resort, the 
snow-making machines 
come to the rescue. The 
snow-machines belch out 
vast quantities of snow, over 
the pistes, which is ski¬ 
worthy. The squeaky white 
powder quickly turns into 
ice, however, making the 
inevitable tumble in the 
snow rather uiKomfortable. 

What is better, of course, 
is the natural snow of the 
Alps. Skiing in the Alps is an 
old favourite. The holidaying 


families, the honej^ooning 
couple and the ebgible sing¬ 
les of the skiing-&ratemity, 
throng to the snowy peaks 
for a breath of fresh, crisp 
mountain air. The nights fall 
early in the valleys, and peo¬ 
ple warm their toes by real 
log fires, consume vast 
quantities of vin chaud and 
make merry, in the true 
apres ski fashion. The Alpine 
resorts are as well known 
for skiing during the day, as 
they are for their night life. 


In the US, they reverse 
schedules, and do it at night 
Incredulous as it may soi^ 
on the slopes of Colorado, 
one can ski at night (Gondola 
lifts carry skiers to the top of 
the mountain, from whm 
one can see America’s big¬ 
gest nightskiing area (Keys¬ 
tone) transformed into a 
veritable fairyland by a 
galaxy of twinkfing yellow 
flood lights, resembling a 
huge swarm of glow-worms, 
lighting up a ^zen or so 
pistes for the adventurous. 

Skiing is becoming in¬ 
creasingly popular all over, 
and more and more fliers 
from different countries pub¬ 


lish breath-taking pictures m 
an effort to lure the ski- 
addicts to the cod and the 
cunning of their mountain 
peaks. India has joined the 
gang, and offers to ski- 
affidonados slopes that are 
speedier, higher and might¬ 
ier than many other resorts. 

Now, the Russians have 
extended their perestroika 
to the pistes, and offer to the 
world its newest and best 
heli-ski resort, in the mag- 
nifident, untamed mountains 


of Caucasus, m the heart of 
Georgia. What is hdi-sk^? 
In the days of yore, skim 
had to climb to the top of a 
mountain on foot and then 
ski down the slopes. Thm, 
in the early p^ of the cen¬ 
tury, mountain railways or 
cable cars carried skim up¬ 
hill Now there are a variety 
of devices from rope tows to 
chain-lifts and gondola kfts, 
which ar^ far quidcer. The 
latest mode of uphill trans¬ 
port is a helicopter wlach 
takes you to heights of 
12,5(X} vertical metres of 
absolutely raw, heavily 
snow-clad majstic moun¬ 
tains. Ski-runs down these 
mountainsides are so rough 
and rife with risks, that they 
would exhaust the stoutest 
heart! 

In fact, the risk is so great 
that the Russians nave 
quickly followed the North 
Amencan example and have 
tried to ensure that nobody 
wiO sue them if things go 
wrong at the heli-ski-resort 
Before one takes off in the 
helicopter, one is required to 
sign a written statement giv¬ 
ing up ail rights to sue the 
authonties for any accidents. 

For a true ski-freak, this 
scenario is the ultimate—the 
greater the risk, the greater 
the thrill. As one ski-addict 
has expressed “Eryoyment 
from heb-skiing is derived in 
part from skiing in powder 
snow on steep, ungroomed 
slopes, and that the inherent 
risks...contribute to such 
enjoyment and excitement!" 
Each to his owa Most of us, 

I am sure, are happier on 
terra that is more Srmm. 



Ski Fun 


I .. ****»«.»«***« 4 .* 

2. --• *•*•****•*••• 
... *•**••***♦**• 

4 ; 



11 . *- 


Dangerous 

Relating to woods 

Goes straight to your head 

Breed of dog 

Lose coil of thread 

A plan 

Sldttish 

Playfiibim 

Da^r in colour 

A kind of heart problem 

Trapshooting. 



•01 J^nH ‘6 ssaupisuj -g 
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Shamln Oudeja 


















RAM RAMI TWO of ttw oIgM Mpleof Wrdo abovo appoor 
anou^ aWia to bo Iwkta. Which two la lor you to daoMa. 


a HOW MANY? Halt tha group want straight ahaad, a 
quarlar want loft, a aavanth want right, and thraa 
ramainad How many in tha group? 

dnajD ut 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thara arc at least six dilfsr- 
ancas m drawing dstaiia batwaan top and bottom panals. How 
quickly can you Imd iham? Chock hnswors with thosa balow 
SuWSiwMtlurO 9 tuSMHPtltumSW s luawwp 
«(M 0 » jaijOM«usn<uoi C nuomswiwi Z Burssiui a uM t tsouawwa 


□ 0 n 

□□ODD 




□□EDD 

□ED 


tOMt HOUDAV T l W imilW OS 

Saa It you can surround Bw word 
HOUOAY, abovo, wNh four smalar 
woidsiooomplsioswoidaquara— 
an arrangamant of soids Owl reads 
lha same across and down. 

Ono p os s I W a answar may ba 
onlalnad by Insarting worda 

•OOCXtHnQ 10 mo NMOWInQ OOWIr 

Hons (trom lha lop word down). 
Cklinal bbd. 

Thing of tha past 
Oira m lha rearl. 



aBimriucKiTiniMotiw 
cMgHa 1 through I hi tho 
nhM Mnik apboo* of tho 
obnutotod tormlo raohot bo- 
low so that tho Ruinborg in 
oaah row of diroa apaaaa 
wHI total tho samo-IB. 

Ono numbo r 8 .whlah 
la alroody in plaoo, is to bo 
dupiiootad. Thot'a to say, 
10 digita In all ora to 
oppoar In answar. 


ara to read lha sama aoroaa and 
down 

Tima HnSt 1 iWn. 
jn '«no 'otfu 'Dou Am two 


c uas Y 9 9 ww « 9 MwS 



FUNSPOTI 



FOOT LOOSei Can H ba» Yaa, H la. Sania’a cutting a tanrnr ttgura on 
lea. Color cods?: 1-Rad. »-U. bhia. S-YaUow. 4-tt. brown. 
S-Flaah tonas. 6-<lrsan. 7—Ok. brown. 9—Ok. Mua. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points tor using all lha 
lattars in tha word batorv ra torm 
two complota words 

THEATRIC 


THEN SCOTS } points each for all 
words of tour lattars or mors 
found among tha lattors 

Try to scare at toast M p afat s . 



































- RiES 

Hlirah 21—April 20 

Creativity, journey, 

- publicity, money and 

power are the main trends of the 
week Romance will be excWng, 
your heart will hum and thrum 
Health remains In good ahape 
Travel promises an excellent 
going A houae move, Joy 
ffwough kids, hobbles and 
time are the other salient fea¬ 
tures of the week 

AURUS 

April 21—Miv to 

A Matters move your 
_ way In romance, spe¬ 
culation, children, entertainment 
and the arta Romance 
flourishes Rnance muMpllee, 
thanks to new openkiga and past 
contacts You may have to 
undertake a Journey for leisure, 
pleasure and gains Health 
shows a marked Improvement 
Both the home and imlldren are 
plea s antly highlighted 

-EMINI 

_ May 21-Juna 20 

* Do not neglect the 
- personal and emo¬ 
tional sides of your life at pre¬ 
sent ReHglous Impulses and 
psychic doors will o^ out It Is 
jiMt the right time for romantic 
ventures Seize the chime to au¬ 
gment Income-building re¬ 
sources Health will not be much 
of a problem so as to Impede 
your progress Visits and meet- 
1^8 are foretold 

ANCER 

I Junt 21—July 20 

Contacts, contracts, 
I " I assignments, com- 
munlcatton, journeys, meetings, 
conferences and major financial 
gains are the highlights of the 
week You win have your share 
of romance As far as finance 
goes, you will have splendid 
opportunities and plenty of good 
news Travel proves lucky You 
will be bubbling with energy 
Home and children give 
tremendous satisfaction so long 
you do not expect the im¬ 
possible 

n EO 

I July 21—August 21 

*1 The week signifies 

-1 hard work, buying or 

aeiling, journeys, negotiations, 
settlements, properties, lega¬ 
cies, funds. Joint finances, Insur- 
anoe and mortgage Work Aral 
and play aftenva^ should be 
your motto Visits and com¬ 
munications are emphasised Al¬ 



ways remember that regular 
habits ensure good health 

IRGO 

mr August 22-Sspt 22 

* The accent this week 

- Is on property, be it 

house, office, real estate, Indust¬ 
rial site, warehouse or vehicles 
Monetary transactions are cer¬ 
tain Romance takes a back-seat 
for you have too much work In 
your hands Finance Is the Im¬ 
portant pointer now A major 
move or shift or transfer is in the 
offing Both home and childrsn 
deserve and demand your best 
shot 


BIRTHDAYS 


April 29 

Success in journey, collabora¬ 
tion and entarpnee is assured 
Children home and creative pur¬ 
suits bring joy and a great burst 
of self-confidence 

April 30 

It IS bme to achieve and thus get 
ample satisfaction Your ene¬ 
mies will bite the dust, your 
friends will rejoice and you will 
be on cloud nine Pleasure and 
profits are also In store for you 

May 1* 

Your health remains suspect and 
speculation will not be reward- 
li^ You are advised to slay 
away from family squabbles and 
findnclal muddles Take 
appropriate advice before decid¬ 
ing to buy or sell 

May 2 

Do nor Udif dtiything on iis fee* 


n IBRA 

. Sapl23-Ocl22 

The week a main 

- trends are Journeys, 

collaborations and visits to cH- 
nlcs and hospitals It Is also the 
time for Introspection, revalua¬ 
tion, stock-taking and assess¬ 
ment Secret ties, rendezvous 
and liaison are probable The 
name of the game is expansion. 
Investment, transaction and trad¬ 
ing Travel is an antidote to res¬ 
tlessness Health remains sus¬ 
pect Renovation, decoration, 
children and hobbies give a 
necessary safety valve to your 
conflicts 


value Safeguard your health In 
matters of the heart be cautious 
and disaeet 

May 3 

There is a danger of aoddent 
and deceit Those in the media, 
transport, communication, 
wholesale business, chemicala 
and printing wiN do well Insure 
your house, office, factory and 
goods as a safety measure Ex¬ 
penses mount and hospitalisa¬ 
tion is possible 

May 4 

Those in service and business 
do well Artlstfl, filmmakerst 
musicians, painters, editors, 
photograjjhers and actors steal 
the thunder A birthyear aS spec¬ 
tacular success 

Mays 

You wilt succeed after an effort 
sodonotgiveup Yourdebtswjfl- 
be cleared Funds for an enle^ 
pnsa or a new busideae WM 
available, Met Au^,« 
tortMOfbryOtk 



CORPIO 

Ooi2S-Nov20 

A vrish fulfilment, a 
Job well done, ro¬ 
mance, socialising, business 
deals and transactions are the 
week's highlights Romance wW 
be terrific and exciting Excellent 
prospects of clinching a ma^ 
deal and out-of-court settle¬ 
ments are likely Travel gives 
both pleasure and profit No se¬ 
rious healthr probisims as such 
Maks your home comfortable as 
well as beautiful 

AGiTTARiUS 

Nov21—Oae20 

You will have both ro¬ 
mance and finance In 
Just the right measure A family 
get-together Is predicted You 
will have enough romance to 
keep you happy Traders, manu¬ 
facturers, distributors and agents 
will be In their etsment Take 
cars of your health, specially to¬ 
wards the mid-week 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jen IS 

Job opportunities and 
new openings In 
progressions are probable Pets 
give pleasure Relations with 
subordinates and colleagues of 
extreme importance are likely 
Be amiable and savvy Health 
may pose a few problems Love 
and work demand you to travel 
Expect visitors to drop In Last 
months direction to addition, 
altematlon, renovation, buying 
and selling still points the same 
way 

QUARiUS 

Jwi 20—Fib IS 

Official engage¬ 
ments, marriage, 
business connections and tfes 
despite opposition, and a Jour¬ 
ney with a possible stopover are 
probable Links, trading, com¬ 
mission and agency coristttute a 
happy financial week Extra 
health precautions can save the 
doctors bill Travel is probable 
Home and chlldran are where 
you really excel 

ISCES 

Fib 1S-Mlich 20 
Deals, Investments, a 
home away from 
home, change of offloe, taking 
over an Industry or factory, 
loansr^ funds and intimate ties 
are the week's salient featuree, 
Romance will be passionate 
Travel Is a certainty Health 
poses a tow irritants Changes 
and Joy In home and children are 
emnsn^wb- 
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Displaying the fangs and poison glands of a 


Russell’s Viper 

Holding banded Kraits by their tails while a 
Cobra is at the ready 


Hiren Roy of Payradanga in Nadia district lives 
with nearly 300 snakes in his house, having caught 
them bare-handed and kept them with fangs intact. 
To some it may seem a deadly 
pastime; to others these creatures are at least 
easy to hiss-and-make-up-with 

Photographs: Sujit K. Das 












IN TRUE, SIKKIMESE STYLE 
AND TRADITION, AWAITS / 
YOU IN GANGTOK 
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India’s largest selling cameras 

Sitm ner 



Snapper offers better value 
for money. A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own. 
That’s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 


Snnpper Cameras 


Marketed by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 










‘Brief Attitudes’ 

I was delighted to read 
about Asha (‘Our PameUa,’ 
April 1). 1 think she will 
soon be the busiest star in 
Bombay. Her brief attitude 
(sk) is really appreciable. 
Ashoke Sengupta, 
Calcutta 

■ Stones based on politics 
really bore me. Cover stor¬ 
ies like ‘The Sound of 
Sirens’ and ‘Our PameOa’ 
are more like it. 
Debasish Nandi, 
Taherpur (W.B.) 

■ The cover story was a 
daring step and will help 
improve the dismal condi¬ 
tion of our orthodox 
society. 

Bidyut Barman, 

Melaghar (Tnpura) 

■ We expect value-based 
articles from you only. 
Please do not frustrate us. 

Shovanlal Baksbi, 

Calcutta 

■ It IS disheartening to see 
that the Colour Magazine is 
pubbshing more and more 
sexciting pictures. Asha 
doing the role of Pamella 
Bordes is the headache of 
pornographic magazines, 
not yours. 

Tarun Kanti Hazra, 

Calcutta 

■ Thanks for yet another 
sexciting issue. The Colour 
Magazine is getting brigh¬ 
ter and more colourful. 
Don’t pay attention to 
those dull and dry people 
who criticise such natural 
revelations. 

Md. Sayeed, 

Calcutta 

■ I am sure by the time 
this letter reaches your 
office, you will have been 
flood^ by letters critias- 
ing the issue for “sexdting 
stills'’. 

Don’t worry, these are 
the same people who buy 
tickets for soft pom films 
on the sly. Some people 
will never get away from 
the habit of constant 
pricking. 

Soumen Chowdhury, 

Bairackpore (W.B.) 



■ It seems you are deter¬ 
mined to make it a Nudist’s 
Magazine. The sight of 
half-naked feminine figures 
is simply abhoring. 1 had a 
trying time when the maga¬ 
zine landed on my tea table 
in the presence of my 
grand-daughters. 

M.L. Chokhany, 

Calcutta 

■ Is this a Sex Magazine or 
the Colour Magazine? 

Ankan Das, 

Calcutta 

■ You have betrayed your 
pornographic weakness 
once agam. It does not be¬ 
come you to indulge in such 
rank trash 

Sarit Datta, 

Calcutta 



■ It IS as ridiculous to 
make a film on Pamella as it 
was to produce a cover 
story on that 

Girish Chandra Dash, 

Jeypore, (Onssa) 


finding oil from Sunderbans 
weeds. But the story of 
Asha was a real surprise. 

P.N. Chatterjee, 

New Delhi 

■ I saw the issue and im¬ 
mediately destroyed it. 
When adult films are shown 
in the halls, it is indicated 
very clearly. Not so in the 
Colour Magazine which the 
whole family reads. 
Chanakya Sharma, 
Bhubaneswar 

■ I think It IS tune that you 
also printed the line, ‘For 
Adults Only,’ boldly on the 
cover of the Colour Maga- 
zme. That would be conve¬ 
nient for the readers. 
Pramod Routray, 
Balasore (Onssa) 

■ Before you publish any¬ 
thing, please try and re¬ 
member that It IS a family 
magazine. 

Rajendra K. Mundhra, 

Howrah 

■ Why don’t you uitroduce 
another magazine for such 
photographs and leave the 
Colour Magazine alone? 

Sonjukta Mukherjee, 

Calcutta 

■ Many students like me 
go through the Colour 
Magazine and educate 
ourselves. If you publish 
such pictures, it becomes 
impossible to read the 
magazuie comfortably 
Deepjyoti Sarma, 

Diphu (Assam) 

■ The topless photographs 
of Asha were in bad taste 

Javed Nlshat, 

Calcutta 


The Telegraph 


6 MAY 1990 
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The Bengal Service 
Soaety, like the Missionanes 
of Chanty, is douig the city 
proud. A report. 


13 


How Amencan 
fighter pilots tram on the lethal 
F-16 




Ravi Shankar's 
7l)th birthday was occasion foi 
a thumping celebration A 
photofeature on the event 



18 


If the world does 
not make peace with 
nature and soon —the 
consequences will l)e 
disastrous 


■ We appreciate the fact 
that you have not bowed 
before those guys who are 
agamst the publication of 
saucy photographs. There 
IS no sin in capturing 
beautiful figures and pro- 
duemg them lively (sic) 
Sunanda, Sajal 

and Subrata, 

Calcutta 

■ The April 1 issue was 
simply superb. 1 thought it 
was a joke like your earher 
one about Dr Chatterjee 


■ Cive us some more 
mmd-blowing pictures like 
Asha’s How about Juhi 
Chawla’s^ 

Samlt Kolay, 

Calcutta 

a Maybe you have disco¬ 
vered the easiest way to 
achieve high circulation fi¬ 
gures, but the confidence 
of the educated class has 
been shaken by the vulgar¬ 
ity of the issue. 

Ashwlni Tewary, 
Calcutta 
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• Not long ago, seyeo-yeMr-oU Muaatbr 
found iamaa abandoned at Howrah sta- 
tkm. He had been soU by hia Ather, a 
(bwdaud who spent die better part of the 
day abusing and beating his two wives, to 
a marginaBy more prosperous nan in 
RakS^ for Rs 100. For this amount, 
MuaBar wouki spend the day tending the 
catde: he wouki have to wash them. Seed 
them and dear their droppings. In return, 
he was fed by Ns ’ovmer'. But aher a 
whSe, even Ms was more than Ns new 
naster could afford. So he was simply 
tdcen to a deserted road and kff to fend 
Sor Nmsdf. Heh^s and hungry, he just 
sat and cried. Luckky for Nm, a passerby 
spotted him, and seeing ^t he /tad 
nowh&K to go, decided to take Nm by 
train to Calcutta. UNuddly for him, on 
reaching Howrah station, he was left ahne 
on the crowded platform of the railway 
stadon to try and 6nd Ns way around the 
dty. Perhaps he tried, but instead he soon 
famd Nm^ in the lock-up of the rakway 
polkx. From there to a government home 
fcurjuvatkes m Lkuah. Fmally in December 
19^ an (xgaNsation calM the Bengal 
Service Sodefy mana^ to secure Ns 
release throu^ the juvenSe court and 
hdped Nm begin a new life at Sishu 
Udyan, a home for children rescued ffom 
jail run by the Torres des Honvpea. 

0 Dmp Gharami's father died wheii he was 
otdy a child, leaving Nm and Ns mother to 
eke out a living. Dilip’s mother bad no 
opdoa but to beg to feed her son and 
herself. Dihp accompanied his mother 
when she went around begging mSatghara 
village in 24-Parganas where they It 
was mce again Uk Bengal Service Society 
whidi stepp^ in to help. The society 
presented DNp, now 16, with a rickshaw 
van so tiut tiie famky did not have to 
depend on begging to survive. now 
earns about Rs 20 a day, rk^ his 
rickshaw. 

• Sakm is a resident of one of the many 
bastis that dot Ti^^. His father is unem¬ 
ployed and there is a fanaly to feed. The 
going was tough—dll he discovered the 
Baigal Service Society. Sakm /oned the 
rehaNktatkm project of the orgaNsation, 
was trained in weaving for 6ve years and 
now operates one cff the many handkxms 
Mt we society has, eammg Rs 15 for 
every saree that he weaves. Sakm today 
hopes to go to Bonfoay—to meet Dev 
Aund who had once held a function in the 
dty to help raise funds for the society. 

T wenty-two years ago, a young man 
had a dream: he wanted the desti¬ 
tute children of Calcutta to' find a 

I ncl«rMf»: Milton McCami at the 
hwpltal uuMxe of BSS and (taaets 
flrom top) some of tha ehlldran In 
tho canteen; and wonren dol^ 
embroidery 


Calcutta where *tbe 
I^rest of the poor" have 
served by Mother 
Teresa and her sis^> 
has another do-gooder in 
Milton McCamL Starting 
the Beygal Service 
Society 22 years ago, he 
has chang^ the hce of 

_ destitution _ 

SAUMITRA BANERJEE 

_ profiles the _ 

manandhis woik 


Photographs: Aloke Mftra 

home and he wanted to help them grow up 
as independoit, self-reliant people. To¬ 
day, the dream is maturing into reality. 

For in 1968, out of the determination of 
this young mm, Milton McCann, was bom 
Building a brighter young India 


a “love story", ^ ^ngal Service Society 
(BSS), an organiBation whose primary aim 
was to make poor people and children 
"self-reiiant humm bei^". 

McCann has often said, “If the chddren 
of the poor could get a basic education and 
enough to eat, they could work their way 
out of poverty.” And he has been striving 
for predsely diat Beginning with a single 
classroom in an east Calcutta slum, 
McCann today administers, throuffo the 
BSS, of which he is Ow present, and the 
Terres des Hommes (India) Society, of 
which he is the secretary general, a staff 
of about 800 people working together on 
programmes which teach and feed 12,000 
children, maintain three creches, nine 
dispensaries and a hospital He also runs a 
pr^ect to free children from prison and 
rehabilitate them, as well as one aimed at 
bettering the Ufe of the children of prosti¬ 
tutes. Looking back, McC^ann says, “1 just 
began with the idea of bringing up a few 
destitute children and orphan. I had never 
thought it would mushroom into something 
like this." 

But in 1968, when McCann and hia 
fiiend Sisir Dasgupta—both working at 
that time in the engineering firm of Jes- 
sops—decided to start the BSS, the going 
was tough. To begin with, an appropriate 
place had to be found to set up the school 










“It had to be located m a backward, poor 
area of the aty because it is in these parts 
that the people require the most amount of 
help, where education does not exist and 
hunger is more the rule than the excep¬ 
tion,’' says McCann The area that was 
hnally decided upon—after an inspection of 
vanous sites—was Sapgathi in the Ti|)ala 
area of the nty 

“There is a world of difference between 
the Sapgachi of today and that of 1968,” 
McCann says proudly as he shows us 
around the many buildings that house the 
BSS today Sapgachi then was m a “terri¬ 
ble condition” with shacks built on marshy 
land Ihere was no electricity or proper 
roads and unhygenic and dirty open drams 
cnsscrossed the place And the area was 
infested with anti-socials and cnminais “In 
fact says McCann, "we built the first 
roads m Sapgachi ’ 

Besides, there was the local hostihty to 
contend with "The people were initially 
very suspicious,” says McCann “They 
thought we were missionaries and foreign 
agents out to convert the children of the 
locality It took quite some time and effort 
to convince them otherwise " And 
McCann is emphatic that the BSS is an 
absolutely secular orgamsation "The big 
gest temple is where man works for the 
good of mankmd,” he says In fact, the 
motto of the BSS is service is religion 

When McCaim first discussed his plans 
of setting up a school, the residents of 
Sapgachi simply did not take him senously 
Why, they wondered, would anyone want 
to help better their lot without any ultenor 
motive’ But McCann had not come ail the 
way to Sapgachi to give up so easily and go 
away He persisted Didn’t they want their 
children to be educated, he asked them 
Didn’t they want a better future for their 
sons and daughters’ 



McCann has often said, ‘If 
the children of the poor 


could eet a basic 


IMiiH’ITFlFmi l i™ 


way out of poverty’ 


Finally, he managed to wm over a fev 
people Mohammad Jan, Hussam Ah an 
Sar^dm Ahmed were the first people fa 
come forward to help, with Jan gmn) 
McCann a room where the school was firs 
set up And classes began with McCani 
shutt^ between Jessops and Sapgachi fa 
teach tte children Cta the fiist day 
August 18, 1968, there were exactly sc 
children who attended classes. Gradually 
more people became enthusiastic abou 
the school and the number grew to 40-od< 
studehts ' 

“But don’t think that my troubles wer 
over, ’’ McCann says “One day, one of th 
local anti-soaals threw a bnck at me as 
was passmg throu^ Sapgachi Luckily fc 
me, 1 noticed it coming and managed nc 
to get hurt. But I had spotted him anc 
later, when I saw again, I called hun an 
spoke to him I think he finally appreciate 
the work that we were doing ” 

For McCann, however, “problems are 
part of life" With interest m the schoi 
nsing, the small room where the BSS wa 
bom could no longer hold the students 















whose number was mcreasmg with each 
passing day. A larger space had to be 
found. But tins required money—and that 
IS one thing that was in short supply. “Our 
nuuor problem even today is finances,” 
M^ann mamtains, “and then it was even 
more so. That is why the media is 
important, people must know of our 
work " 

Gradually, people got to know of the 
BSS and donations started coming in. But 
obviously the amount was not enough— 
even though the land was “very cheap”. 
"These were all swamps," explains 
McCann, “so naturally the prices were not 
high. In fact, the building that came up was 
on reclaimed land: the CMDA helped in 
this regard ” Money for the school came 
from vanous sources—the Canadian High 
Commission, the Tatas and the Bu'las, the 
Swiss and the French among others Dev 
Anand, too, chipped in he held a chanty 
show which raised Rs 50,000 for the 
construction of the school In 1972, a 
bnght, new three-stoned school building 
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After edacation, work at the lathee 


replaced the single classroom where 
McCann had start^ teaching four years 
earlier. Now, there are about 1,000 stu¬ 
dents studying at the BSS school in 
Sapgachi and al] of them are fed twice a 
day. “You cannot be hungry and study at 
the same time, as hungry children cannot 
absorb even the simplest form of educa- 
Qon,” says McCann. Even children from 
the nearby free government school and 
the cooperative school are fed here ev¬ 
eryday. 

T hree years later the BSS hospital 
came up ; beguming with 10 beds, the 
hospital to^y lus 50 beds along with 
radiology, pathology, sterilisation, opthai- 
mology and cardiology departments, as 
well as a surgery There is a team of 
doctors who attend to patients, mostly 
from the slums of the area. Now, some 
50,000 patients visit the out-patients’ ward 
every year. 

Some of the staff of the hospital consist 
of those who have been brought up and 
trained by the BSS itself. For instance, 
Nidhu Ram Mondal As a child, she 
attended the BSS school and her subse¬ 
quent training as a nurse was also spon¬ 
sored by the BSS. Today, she works as a 
nurse at the BSS hospital, earning Rs 750 
per month. As Nidhu Ram Mondal said, "1 
owe everything that 1 have to the BSS. I 
am feeding my family on the salary that I 
receive from here. Besides, nursing as a 
profession had always interested me.” 

(Interestingly, Milton McCann had him¬ 
self wanted to be a doctor, but financial 
constraints forced him to opt for another 
profession. Livmg a comfortable hfe m 
Rangoon, luck suddenly ran out on 
McCann when, in 1945, his father died m a 
car accident. Faced with acute financial 
problems, McCann's mother travelled to 
Calcutta where she had relatives.) 

But that IS not all that the BSS is doing 
today to better the lot of the people of 
Sapgachi. Take the mother and child 

































programme, for instance. While the chil¬ 
dren lean to read and write, the mothers 
do not sit idle. In an acljoining haH they are 
busy learning the fine art d needlework 
and are initiated into the domestic scien¬ 
ces. The mothers, too, are provided meals 
along with their children. In fact, there is a 
full-fledged tailoring department where 
people trained by the make clothes. 
Said Geeta Chaudhury, “From nursery I 
have been with the BSS. I studied here, I 
leant tailoring here and now 1 have ben 
absorbed in the BSS." And none of them 
are working for free. While those receiv¬ 
ing training get a modest sum as pocket 
money, those who have been train^ get 
paid upto Rs 50 a day. 

Imadi Begum of the tailoring depart- 
rrrent said, nThe BSS has provided me 
with a livelihood; now I am a fiiliy trained 
tailor.” Most of the clothes that are made 
in the tafloring department are uniforms 
for those attached to the BSS. “It is a 
self-supporting scheme," explained a BSS 
staffer. 

Besides, there are also the handkxxns. 
Here, as in the other projects, people are 
not only taught the art of weaving, but 
cmce fully trained, they make sarees at the 



loom and are paid Rs 15 for each sare< 
they weave. The Caster you weave, tht 
more money you make. The sarees, ir 
turn, are sold to the affiliates of the BSS, 
at roughly Rs 50 each. 

But wait. This is not alL A few yard: 
from the loom is the machine shcq). Hera 
about 20 young men, most of them edu¬ 
cated at the BSS school and trained af 
various places by the BSS, spend their da> 
working at the lathe machines. Salaries 
vary according to experience. And the 
amount of work depetids<on orders they 
receive from various companies. Said 
Mohammad Yusuf who has been working 
here since 1977 after passing out of the 
BSS school, “For us local boys, this is 
among the best things that has happened." 
Unfortunately, there are not too many 
orders coming to the BSS machine shop 
these days. 

But Milton McCann believes that re¬ 
habilitation, and not relief, is what is 
important. In fact, he is emphatic about it. 
As he says, "The aim of the Bengal 
Service Soaety is to create independence, 
not dependency. We are interested in 
developing the skills of various people in 
order to build self-sufficiency. Twenty 
thousarxl ycnmg people have passed out of 
our organisation to become self-supporting 
members of society. All our programmes 
are based on the concept of rehabilitation 
and no spocmfeeding is encouraged.” 

While the BSS is looking after the 
interests of the slumdwellers of Sapgachi 
atxl of six other slums in Calcutta, the 
Terres des Hommes, whose India chapter 
McCann heads, has set up a prefect in 
Kalaharxli to look after the children in one 
of the country's most backward areas. 
There, too, McCann had his share of 
problems. Some "vested interests" spread 
the rumour that he would have the blood 
of the babies sucked out sm^y because he 
was having them weired. Besides, 
McCann runs the Sishu lldyan which is 
financed by the the Terres Des Hommes, 
and the Usthi Foundation for the welfore oi 
(diildren. 

McCann, of course, is modest about his 
achievements. “People have called me a 
do-gooder and a good Samaritan. But in 
actual fact, I am head cook-cum- 
bottlewasher, since I spend most of my 
time bothering about these things." 

Then, on a more serious note he says, 
“There ape not always achievements, 
there are disaimintments as well But 
that is reality, lire task ahead of us is 
enormous and wdiat we need sorely are 
finances. If one family decides to siqiport 
one child then lakhs would be braefitm 
But to our patrons ^ offer the assurance 
that what they give us is not blind chazity, 
but a trust imon udiicb a little of the fiitun 
of young India is biait And that has been 
our reward.”® 
































Antidoie to Crime 


C ould cricket be the 
newer to New York'e 
crime probleme, the 
talvition for wayward teena¬ 
gers on the brink of being 
sucked into a life of drugs and 
violence? Certainly, the city’s 
leading Catholic youth orga¬ 
nisation would like to believe 
such a dream. It thinks this 
sport, developed in medieval 
England, could foster "disci¬ 
plines that are both whole¬ 
some and f^y-oriented”. 

Indeed, it has become so 
impressed by the idea that 
cricket—a game where the 
umpire’s decision is never dis¬ 
puted—might provide answers 
to society’s problems that it 
has back^ a major plan to en¬ 
courage children all over New 
York to set up cricket teams. 
Indian-American parents are 
being asked to back the plan by 
encouraging their children to 
join in forming cricket teams. 

The plan is being 
spearheaded by Barbados- 
born Mr Bert Smith, who has 
been promoting cricket events 
in the US since the 1970s. He 



It is not just 
cricket; it could 
also l^lp solve 
sodety^s problems 



has now launched a new initia¬ 
tive, with the backing of the 
Cathc^ Youth Organisation of 
the Archdiocese of New York 
(CYO), which has 100,000 
members, to set up cricket 
teams for childrea If the prop¬ 
osal gets off that ground, the 
CYO has indicated that it may 
be able to find benefactors to 
fund the project: providing the 
money needed to pay for 
equipment to set up cricket 
teams all over New York. 

During April, Mr Smith and 
members of his staff who 
promote cricket, wifi address 
parents at centres all over 
New York, letting them know 
about the to set up cricket 

teams. The idea is to start 


with «*aAniw, of u avenge 
age of flii^ A aet of vokn- 
teera would teach dw dddren 
the game of cricket Teams 
would tfaoi be formed which 
would start a league involved 
in congietitions aU over New 
Ynk. 'The scheme couk) also 
spread to New Jersey. 

Said Mr Smith, "I would like 
to see a lot of Pakistani and 
Indian kids get involved. 
Although the nationality of the 
children is not important, 
these children come firom fomi- 
lies with a traditional love for 
cricket.’’ He also said that he 
was the first person to prom¬ 
ote cricket in the US, following 
a game he set up at New 
Jersey’s Meadowlands Centre 
in 1977. Subsequently, he 
formed the American All 
Stars, made up of athletes 
from various cricket-playing 
nations who now live in the 
US. Since then, he has invited 
cricket teams firom all over the 
world to play in the US. "When 
India won the World Cup in 
1983 they came over as a team 
to play at the Mount Vernon 

f 

f 


■Udium," be Slid. 

Mr Smith, who agrees widi 
tfw CYO that cricket could be 
the answer to society's 
lems, said. "What's luqipening 
to the youth of this country is 
disgraceful. Children need 
something to do. If they are 
mterested in cricket they will 
have no time for ajme. Crick¬ 
et and the discipline it involves 
is the greatest motivator for a 
dnU." 


According to him, American 
sports, such as hockey and 
football, were bloodthirsty and 
involved constant disputes 
with the referee. Similar con¬ 
troversies over umpire's deci¬ 
sions also haH>en^ in base¬ 
ball. “But in cricket when the 
umpire tells you to walk, you 
walk, ” he said Of the 50 chil¬ 
dren Mr Smith first introduced 
to cricket m 1977, all are now 
adults and “not one of these 
kids has fallen foul (rf the law". 

CYO spokesperson Isabel 
Dennis said, "Cricket players 
have to be organised and they 
must have academic skills: 
most role models in cricket are 
of people who believe in the 
values of family. It is a whole¬ 
some sport, a family-onented 
culture. 1 remember going to 
the park as a fan^ to watch 
my father play cricket. Iliere 
was never any violence. Crick¬ 
et has a positive moral ess¬ 
ence. Learning how to be a 
good winner and loser is an 
important part of being a 
Christian.” 

(India Abroad News Service) 
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HORIZON 


Collisions in 
Space 

S pace debris piling up in 
the sky may one ^y lead 
to a catastrophic train of col¬ 
lisions, says a study con¬ 
ducted by ^ goveniment of 
the Federal Republic of Ger¬ 
many. VTithin SO years, it 
points out, enough satellites 
and junk could be orbiting 
the raith and the result of 
their collisions would be a 
belt of small debris which 
would make space flints im¬ 
possible for several cen¬ 
turies. 

As of now, some 7,000 
objects like ui^r stages of 
rockets or satellites are 
ortating the earth. Moreov¬ 
er, there may be 70,000 
smaller objects in orbit 
around our planet. The de¬ 
bris collide and generate 
many more smaller frag¬ 
ments. No wonder NASA is 
planning to provide expen¬ 
sive shields for its future 
space stations. 


Sex by Choice 

A MO or a daughter has 
xulways been the pre¬ 
pant woman's dilemma. 
Now some doctors in Lon¬ 
don have come forward wMi 
a not-so-complex-but- 
expaisive method to refieve 
thdr undety. They are giv¬ 
ing a fertility drug to women 
to make their ovaries pro¬ 
duce extra tgg cells- ^^n 
ready for fertilisation, they 
are extracted and fertilised 
with male sperm. 

The fertflised egp grow 
and divide upto the eipt-ceD 
stage in a petri dish. These 


growing cells (eadi duster 
from a aingie oeD or ovum) 
are kept separately. With' 
tte h^ of advanced gemdic 
techniques, doctors then 
analyse these wouid-be 
eml^os to see if dteyoon- 
tain the Y-chrooioooinee— 
the component in the ceO 
that is destined to make it a 
male child in due course. U 
such a ceQ growth is de¬ 
tected, the doctors implant 
that would-be embryo into 
the womb of the mother who 
longs kr a boy. Those want¬ 
ing a female baby get a 
wmild-be eml^o ttat does 
not contain the Y- 
chromosome. 


Far-sighted 
Soltttkm 







D octors in the USSR have 
recently started a new 
method to treat myopia. 
They are injecting short- 
aipted people with a synth¬ 
etic chonical called penogel 
into the back of the eyel^ 
In a short- sipted 
person the eyebdl 
becomes elongated. Decors 
prevent this process by 
strengthening the outer 
membrane of the eyebaO cal-1 
led tl» sdera. So long it 
used to be done surgici%, 
but surgery was being 
avoided. 

Now, they have got 
penogel which is a foamy li- 
qukL After its iqjection into 
die sclera it hard^ to fonn 
a gel Eventually new tissue 
grows to replace the gel. In 
a few cases some drugs are 
added to penogel to stimu¬ 
late the sdera aixl speed up 
the process. 


Deciphering 
the Genetic 
Code 

A new computer de¬ 
veloped by a UK com¬ 
pany is contributing to what 
has been described as one of 
the greatest sdentifk: adven¬ 
tures in hiat<»ry—to map and 
identify aO the genes in a 
human body. The aim is to 
decipher the conq^te set ol 
bioli^^ instructions used 
by nature to make a human 
being. The resulting Book of 
Man may provide the basis 


for preventing or treating 
most diseases in the next 
century, according to a Brit¬ 
ish pub^tion. 

T^ inunenae task of de¬ 
ciphering the conqdete set of 


biological instructions is 
being aided by a new conqni- 
ter. Normally it would take 
centuries to idaitify and ex¬ 
amine the billions of seg¬ 
ments that exist m the gene¬ 



tic code. Hovraver, the new 
computer can now deliver 40 
billion togical <q>erations a 
second. 

The Inq>enal Cancer Re¬ 
search Pu^ which initiated 
the developmoit work, has 
become a world leader in 
seqpence analysis. Once the 
entira genetic code is de¬ 
ciphered, scientists w31 be 
able to trace the tridc (or 
havoc, as the case may be) 
piyed by individual goies in 
different ailmenta or body 
functions. Treatment for 
Utberto incunbie diseases 
wiB not be far off then. 


Com^led by PatUk Gnha 
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VHrroRU HOIKIE 


The hBxlMme and nnpoiing 
buQdkig (sketched below) on 
Oiowihighee S(tuare in central 
Calcutta bouses the Calcutta 
Electric Smpty C«poration 
Ltd (CESQ. The building is 
surmounted by a dome (HI 
wfaicfa rests a idobe that be* 
conies an illuii^ted beacon in 
the evening. 

In 1895 the government of 
Bengal passed the Calcutta 
Electric Lifting Act, and on 
January 7,1897 the Indian 
Electric (Company Ltd was 
formed, which was re^stered 
in Londm with a nominal capit¬ 
al of £1,000. In February 1897 
the company’s name was 
changed to the Calcutta Elec¬ 
tric Supply Corporation Ltd 
and its capital irKxeased to 
£ 100 , 000 . 

The first license was for a 
period of 21 years from De¬ 
cember 29,1896 and covered 
an area of 5.64 sq. miles. A 


contract was made with 
Messrs Crompton & Conpany 
Ltd to erect and equv a sbgle 
generating station w^ an 
1,000 kw-plant that was cap¬ 
able of supplying current to ab¬ 
out 60,000 carbm filament 
lamps of eif^t candle power 
and to proi^e and lay all the 
mains required in die compul¬ 
sory area as set out in the 
license for a sum of £65,000. 
This included the actual ex¬ 
penses incurred in obtaining 
the license, estimated at 
£3,000. TTiere was no promo¬ 
tion money. 

Following the then preva¬ 
lent practice in England, the 
company adopted the three- 
wire system of distribution and 



generated direct current to 
consumers at 450 and 225 
volts. 'The generating station 
was bust on Emaml»^ Lane 
and was equra^ with Cromp¬ 
ton dynamos, vllllans engines 
and Babcock and WQcox boil¬ 
ers. The Biqipty fipom this sta- 
tkm commenced on April 17, 
1899. For the first few years 
Messrs Kilbum & Co. were 
the managing agents, but in 
1908 the cranpany opened its 
own offices in Calcutta; first at 
DaDiousie Square and later on 
Old Post Office Street. 

Until 1931 the company 
functioned from Old Post 
Office Street when new and 
larger acoxnmodation became 
necess^ as a result of rapid 
expansion of its business. It 
was then that Victoria House 
was designed and constructed 
by Messrs Sudlow, Ballardie 
& Thompson, Architects, at 
an approximate total cost of Rs 
20 lakhs. 
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> black box continues to 
I tolsrast readers. Amlt 


Kumar Basu, Kharagpur, 
(^ves further details; 

“Air and Space Magazine 
^ting the ‘US Natiortal 
Transportation Safety 
Board”, says the ‘Black 
Box” Is rwt always bright 
orange, but yellow also. It 
con withstand 11,648°C (not 
1,000”C)temp.DFDR 
weighs 40 lbs and CVR 
weighs 220 lbs. 

‘I want to add—In a 
OFOR, each second, five 
needles strike the foil, creat¬ 
ing scratches, Indicating (I) 
changes In altitudes, (ii) air 
speed, (ill) vertical accelera¬ 
tion and (iv) heading. The 
fifth parameter synchro¬ 
nizes timing of the data and 
voice recorders so that the 
conversations coincide with 
events when both are played 
back. 

"Each recording device is 
enclosed inside a protective 
casing that rivals an 
armoured truck for security. 
First it is packed inside tough 
plastic bladders, which will 
protect the recorder from im¬ 
pact and shield it for at least 
30 minutes from a fire as hot 
as 11,648°C. A one- 
centimetre thick stainless 
steel crash jacket is bolted 
around the unit with another 
layer of stainless steel form¬ 
ing the outer skin. Attached 
to the outside is an underwa¬ 
ter locating beacon that is 
activated by contact with wa¬ 


ff M Oueefllwi; If you teant to book Room 
123 at the Hotel Qalard. you 

can’t Why? (Kauahik Kumar Nag, Vllt 
Maynodanga, P.O. Chlneurah Railway 
Station, OlaL Ho^ly, Pin: 712102) 

Ana: RoMndranaln Tagore etayed In this 
veryreemlerefewdeyeln1»20,endtec omm etno- 
rate thia, the room haa bean kept Intact 



ter and will sound for 30 days 
with a decent battery. 

"The developments for the 
next generation of recorders 
may Include telennetry—re¬ 
cording flight data from the 
ground. And video recorders 
may one day be installed in 
cor^lts to help Identify sus¬ 
pects in hijacking cases. 
Some speculate that eject- 
able-on-lmpact flight recor¬ 
ders would end retrieval 
problems, such as the failure 



Mary PIckfOrd 


to recover Korean flight 007'$ 
recorders after the airplane 
was shot down by the 
Soviets in 

Kausik Kumar Nag, Chin- 
surah, reports on the Hoogh- 
ly Intra District Open Quiz 
■90. 

"Twenty eight schools, 
colleges, and clubs took part 
at the Hooghly Institute of 
Tecnology (HIT), the orga¬ 
nisers relied on the one-time 
great local quizzard Subhra 
Ganguly as quiz master who 
did the job as efficiently as 
ever. It was a clean sweep 
for ‘Hangama-90' while M.K. 
Choudhury and his team 
edged out Hooghly Collegi¬ 
ate School (ex-students) af¬ 
ter a well-fought battle for the 
second spot. A full house en¬ 
joyed this quiz." 

Who was called America's 
sweetheart?" asks Ruby 
Thomas, Calcutta 16 

Canadian Mary Pickford 
(original name Gladys 
Smith), at the age of 16, 
abandoned her 11 -year-old 
stage career to appear in 
movies produced by D.W. 


QiKIWt. Her delicate ges¬ 
tures and vulnerable beauty 
soon made her the drst Hol¬ 
lywood flim star. Although 
typecast as an innocent 
young girl Ignorant of life's 
seamier retfities and ever In 
danger of losing her purity, 
offscreen Picktard knew her 
way around the fine print of t 
studio contract. Fully aware 
that her heart-rendiitg Ing¬ 
enue roles had boosted the 
profits of industry rrxjguls, 
she renegotiated her own 
salary from $40 a week to an 
unprecendentad $10,000 a 
week in less than two years. 
"America's Sweetheart” 
organised the Mary Pickford 
Corporation in 1916 to turn 
out her own films, including 
Daddy Long Legs. Two 
years later, she joined three 
other movie pioneers whose 
salaries had outgrown their 
studios—Charlie Chaplin, 
D.W; Griffith, and Douglas 
Fairbanks—to form United 
Artists. Pickford starred in 
her last film. Secrets, with 
Leslie Howard in 1933. when 
she retired from the screen 
to concentrate on producing. 
She won an Academy Award 
in 1929 for her role in Co¬ 
quette. 

Postscript: The last date for 
entries to the Dalhousie In¬ 
stitute Quiz is May 9. Piase 
send your entries. The draw 
will be on the Dalhousie In¬ 
stitute notice board on May 
14 (evening). 
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F ighter pilots of the Florida Air 
National Guard say air combat train¬ 
ing in the F-16 Fakon is hke “a knife 
fight m a telephone booth." This is no 
exaggeration. 1 leant, strapped mto the 
backseat of what feels hke a computer- 
controlled blowtorch high over the 
Atlantic 

The dogfight is cm, and Capt Stan 
Bright snaps our warbird mto a gut- 
wrenching, chmbmg turn. Instantly my 
cameras and body weigh more than 1,100 
lbs—SIX times the normal pull of gravity 
The horizon rolls hke a top as anodier 
F-16 punted gray-on-gray slices past at 


nearly 500 m(^ 

A wcmian’s voice—a robot called “Bitch- 
in' Betty” by Falcon pilots—purrs mside 
my helmet earphones that Bnght’s mis- 
siks have tock^ on a target The fi^t is 
over m 30 seconds 
Even as guardsmen hone their skills m 
the Air Force's latest fighter m daily 
trairung off Jacksonville, their mission is to 
mtercept regular flints of Soviet navy 
kmg-range Bear bombers and a torrent (>f 
low-flying drug smugglers 
“Scmth Florida is a hot region,” says 
M^. Craig McKinley, our do^ght oppo¬ 
nent and the air-operations offi^ of the 


125th Fighter Interceptor Group "We are 
the only F-16 squadron in the world with a 
real air-breathing threat less than 100 
miles away,” he remarks. 

Soviet Bear reconnaissance bombers 
regularly prowl the Atlantic coastline, 
operatmg tom bases m Cuba and the 
Soviet Union Four tunes m February air 
guardsmen of the 125th mtercepted the 
giant Russian planes m radar-patroOed 
mtemational airspace called the Atlantic 
Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) 

Mckmley’s pilots, workmg with other 
Air National Guard and regular Air Force 
mterceptors, kept a five-h^ vigil as the 
Soviets passed beyond US Navy bases at 
Charleston, South Carofana, and King’s 
Bay, Georgia, to a spot about 90 miles 
east of Ncirfolk, Vuguua. 

“We made sure the Bears did not 
penetrate the ADIZ with unpumty,” ex- 
plams McKinley, 37, his checkered 
aviator’s scarf neatly tudced aito his flight 
suit "But m a de^ peace environment 
bice today, everybody was happy ITiey 
took a lot of pKtiues and we took a lot of 
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pictures " 

Closer to home Soviet made MiG 29 
fighters—still m crates—are being deb- 
vered to the Cuban au- forte outside 
Havana, according to US intelligence 
sources And from the jungles of Peru and 
Colombia come swarms of small planes 
tryuig to land undetected with billions of 
4ollars’ worth of cocaine 

Charged with the air defence of Florida 
and adjacent US air space, pilots of the 
125th fly round-the clock seven days a 
week At least six of the Air Guard’s 
Falcons sit "cocked" on five minute alert 
with air to-au* Sidewinder missiles and 
20mm guns here and at Homestead Air 
Force Base near Miami 

I^st year Flonda guardsmen scrambled 
61 times to intercept uradentified air 
craft—more than aU other US air defence 
scrambles combined Me Kinley says about 
half the interceptor group’s 41 pilots are 
part timers, many with careers as com 
mercial airline captains 

In a drug case we can get there real 
fast says Lt Col John Aldous 45, of 
Jacksonville one of the 125th s full time 
alert pilots We II maintain i radar Icxk or 
surveillance until US Customs or the Drug 
Enforcement (Adnunistration) txiys re 
beve us Using a $20 million front line 
fighter to intercept and identify slow 
moving drug runners is all in a day s work 
for the 125th—and at about half the i ost to 
taxpayers of a full time Air Force unit, say 
Pentagon spokesmen 

About 90 per cent of the an defence of 
the United States is now handled by Air 
National (luard squadrons Officially under 
the command of state governors in peace 
time, the flying militiamen are funded by 
the Pentagon and report to the North 
Amencan Aerospace Defense Command 
(NORAD) at Cheyenne Mountain, Coloia 
do, when scrambled 

Some missions, while considered 
routine by pilots, carry a kit of political 
baggage Uncertain of Cuban intentions 
the Flonda Air Guard was ordered to 
mount a combat air patrol’ over the Gulf 
of Mexico to protect the US plane carrying 
Panamanian (jen Manuel Nonega to jail in 
Miami 

Flonda guardsmen arc scnmbled to 
check out off-course civilian aiilineis and 
friendly military warplanes as well as for 
search and rescue missions Routinely, 
Soviet Bears flying from mainland Russia 
wall be handed from one Air Nation il 
Guard unit to the next, beginning off the 
coast of Maine and continuing until touch 
dowrn in Cuba 

“Out there in the Atlantic air defence 
zone,’ says Maj Ijrry Dowhng, ‘the 
Russians have got their side of the line and 
we’ve got ours Soinetnnes it’s just a 
standoff 250 miles offshore ’’ 

(National GcographK News Service) 
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(Left) Pandit Ravi 
Shankar and wife 
Sukanya enjoy a private 
moment ahd (inset) a 
little prayer by the 
birthday boy. (Right, 
from top downwards) The 
West Bengal information 
and cultural affairs 
minister, Buddhadev 



Bhattacharya, presenting 
him some gifts at a simple 
function organised by 
HMV at Nandan; a kiss 
from Kanan Devi; Ruma 
Guhathakurta greeting 
the couple with tilak; and 
with Amala Shankar, one 
of the many celebrities 
who visited the exhibition 
of photographs 






















THE WORI 



L ong neglected environmental 
dangers, such as those re 
cently disclosed in Eastern 
Europe, threaten to wreak 
havoc on a numbei of other regions 
unless world leaders move not only 
toward peace with each other, but 
also peace with nature 

In the aftermath of the Cold War, 
peace and stabibty will rely more on 
ecopolitics than traditional geopoli 
ties Kestonng our balance with na 
ture IS now as important to global 
security as maintaining a balance of 
economic and military power 
Without concerted action, new 
naticmal security tensions will anse 
For example, many of the world’s 
most densely populated countries 
share endanger^ nver basins The 
potential for conflict over water re 
sources is fueled by desertification, 
deforestation and topsoil erosion, 
which at present ratios will ehininate 
one third of the world’s productive 
land over the next ten years 
The richer countries wiD not be 
insulated from these conflicts In fact, 
many have already become embroiled 
in various et ological disputes that cut 
across traditional East West divi 
sions, for example, and ram con 
troversies among the nations of 
Europe and between the United 
States and Canada 
Paramount among the dangers are 
the ravages of global warming, which 
could create millions of eco refugees 
Last year, scientists taking the 
world s temperature estabhshed that 
Its average of 57 bl degrees 
Fahrenheit was the highest m the ITO 
years over which reliable records 
have been kept 

The looming threat is not the fault 
of any one nation or even group of 
nations It simply reflects the fact that 
the environment is global, and that 
nothmg short of a holistic global solu 
bon can do the job And that solution, 
in turn depends on a basic shift in 
society s concept of economic de 
velopment 

rile majority of developing nations 
have not vet signed the 1987 Mon 
treat Protocol on phasing out use of 

Mustafa Tolba is the director ot the 
United Nations Environment Prog 
ramme headquartered m Nairobi He 
was formerfy president of the Egyp¬ 
tian Academy of SaentiSc Research 
and Technology 


chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) that are 
depletmg the earth’s ozone layer 
This iKotcKol went mto effect last 
year I he hitch is that developing 
countries cannot afford to participate 
If efforts by developed countries to 
reduce CFC damage are not to be 
nullified, financial and technical bans 
fers must be made ♦o developing 
countries 

It will cost between $2 billion to $7 
biUion over the next 10 years to pass 
on to the devebping worid the means 
to adopt the more exjiensive substi 
tutes for CFCs used m manufacturing 
such produr ts as refrigerators and air 
conditioners 

rhe crucial debate about how to 
pay for remedial acbon contmucs to 
preoccupy the signatory goveni 
ments of the Montreal Protocol The 
objective of the protocol has, for the 
most part, been settled Now, the 
task IS to identify the means to 
achieve a global response Accom 
plishing this goal will require bnnging 
to the fore an expansion of the ‘poUu 
ter pays ’ principle, essentially en 
compacting the idea of user fees 
rather than taxabon 

Ifrospects foi workmg out pracbcal 
solutions m time to avert disaster are 
dimmed by the slow pace of global 
negotiations on the environment Ihe 
ozone treaty took 10 years to work 
out Confrontmg the ozone challenge 
IS a rehearsal for the far more difficult 
problem of global warming We must 
move a jjreat deal faster than we did 
on ozone to tackle the consequences 
of cliniabc change or we may very 
well commit ourselves to an ureversi 
ble course of destruibon 

rhe Urated Nations Environment 
Programme has set a goal of coordi 
nabng by no later than 1992 ajjree 
ments necessary to tackle global 
warming The cost of phasing out 
Cl Cs IS very small compared to what 
we will have to pay for reducing gases 
that produce the greenhouse effect, 
particularly carbon dioxide, which 
alone contributes more than 30 per 
cent to the global warming process 

rhe developmg countries are re 
sponsible for less than 10 per cent of 
total mdustnal carbon dioxide emis 
sions that add to global warmmg 
Nonetheless, they still ha^e the 
potential to negate efforts by the m 
dustnahzed countries to slow the 
earth’s warming trend. 



For example, the three countries 
that are home to 40 percentofthe 
world s population—China. India and 
Brazil—have massive coa' reserves 
and standmg tropical forests Unless 
we can find ways to make damaj^g 
methods of expkntmg these carbon 
stores nonessential to the peoples 
who depend on them for then- liveh 
ho id. progress m curbing greenhouse 
gask s wi'l be nullified Chma, India 
and BrazJ arc among those who feel 
they cannot, at this stage afford to 
sign the ozone accord 
In developing countries, natural re- 
souices contribute 30 percent of the 
gross nabonal product They provide 
60 percent of employment and 50 
percent of exports Such countries 
have bttle or no choice but to continue 
expending resources in their attempt 
to meet service payments on their 
coflecUve $1 3 tnUion foreign debt 
Circumstances as desperate as 
these breed desperate expedients 
Some developing countries have m- 












creased imports of the industrial 
world’s toxic wastes This multi 
bilhon dollar clandestine trade moves 
hazardous wastes from affluent coun 
tries, where costs of treatment and 
safe disposal may be more than 
$1,000 a ton, to countries that lack 
even elementary means of treatment 
The industrial countries, however, 
are not much better off They will be 


k-- 



is not 
one nation 
^fi^^irou)) of nations. 
If |)li^ loflocts tiw faot 
fAttiwonvOonnontis 
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forced, sooner rather than later, to 
deal with their addiction to unchecked 
economic growth and high bving stan¬ 
dards Plain arithmetic demonstrates 
that this growth is unsustainable by 
the world’s natural resources matnx 
Gross World Product has multiplied 
from $600 bilhon at the beginning of 
the century to more than $13 tnllion 
by 1989 Accompanying this crescen 
do of growth is the ominous fact that 
use of fossil fuels—the chief culprits 
of global warming—has increased 30- 
fold over the last 50 years We once 
worried about a future in which fossil 
fuels had run out Now we have 
reason for concern over whether the 
world can survive their contmued use 
and abuse 

Despite the urefutable signs of 
danger, some Western experts argue 
that our ^obal environmental prob¬ 
lems are so complex that the only 
feasible policy is to mark time while 
further studies are completed 

Proponents of delay point to the 
fact that science is still workmg on 
many unanswered questions concern¬ 
ing the ozone layer and the workings 
of the carbon cycle in nature But let 
us remember that in 1987, when 
UNEP called for a complete phase¬ 
out of CFCs by the end of this cen¬ 
tury, many countries regarded this 
urgency as unwarranted Today, 
these same countries are pressing for 
more radical remedies, smee it was 
found that damage to the ozone layer 
was more extensive than onguially 
suspected 

Can we afford to take the same 
risks m dealing with the catastrophic 
possibihties of global warming^ 

Tentative signs of hope do exist 
The Clean Ah' Bill is a pnonty of the 
101st US Congress, the Soviet led- 
ership has pronounced that the en¬ 
vironment is the essence of peres¬ 
troika, urged on by its pnme muus- 
ter, Australia has decided to plant a 
bilhon trees, Bntish Prime Mimster 
Margaret Thatcher has even said that 
industnal avihsation may be unwit¬ 
tingly experimenting with the life of 
the planet 

“People are demandmg that their 
leaders act,” said Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, whose country is 
now confronted by the consequences 
of havmg put mdustnahsation on a 
coUision course with the envu-on- 
ment 

The obstacle to immediate, effec¬ 
tive action remains a lack of pohtical 
wiU But the future does not forgive 
lack of resolve As Gorbachev warns 
“History punishes those who come 
late” 

(I Angeles Times) 
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Rekha in Axmad Deab Ke Gulam 


I AH inlormtUon giv$n 
on these peges is eccu- 
rate at the time of 
I going to press 


RKGIJLAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


•Amin (laribi Pmdist (Btn 
liiuk Strut 2HS142) U i 6 *1 
A tiliii b\ llitnush Mdlhuln 
stimiiK Jtetindrd Kekln Kishi 
Ki|k>(>i Kij Kabbdr l’(x>ndni Dhil 
Ion ind Ntdmi I hr musii is by 
Lixniikint I'varilil 

• Azaad Desh Ke Gulam 

Mijistu (Kdli Ahiiud Kidwai 
Koid 4 shows 

Kikhi Kishi Kapoor Jaikie 
shroff I’ran dnd Prim Chopra ire 
tlu major attrai lions of (his film 
diriilidbySA Chandrashtkhar 
I hr miisii IS by Laxmikant 
Py itchl 

• Choron Kl Rani Haaino Ka 

Raja New Cinema (Lemn Sarara. 
270147) Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kid 
war Road, 244822) Moonlight 
(T C Dutta Street 254956) 


Basusree (S P Mukhetjte Raod 
484808) Bina (Kidhan Sarani 
311522>-4 shows 
The film stars Sonika (>ill Snp 
rada Sumeet baigil (loga Kapoor 
and Anupam Kher 
• Ghar Ho To Aisa Koxv 
(Chowringhri llm 2HllfH) 
(iim (Aihirvi Jijs«lisli Cbindia 
Bose Rord 21*1828) hiishm 
n C Dull I Strut -"‘rOI (7) Mit 
ra (Uidhan Sinni i9lltl) 
Chhaya (Aihsiv r Pratulli Chandri 
Road 151182) K igini (Hr liaghal i 
Mam Road l(it2l>4) PriyitRash 
behan Avtnui 464110) 

Directed bv K ilpt ii ii and with 
music by Bappi Lihiri the film 
stars Anil Kipooi Micnakshi 
Seshadn Raj Kirin Bindu Om 
Prakash and Kadir Khin 
•Haatimtai J\oti (I rnm Sarani 
241112) Snt (Bidlnn Sarani 
551515) Nil/ (lowti Chilpur 
Road 27/271) Purabi (Mahatini 
Gandhi Road 150680) lljjala 
(Russa Road f786(j6) 

Jeetendra and Sangeiti Bijlani 
are the lead pan in this film 
directed by Babubhai Mistry 1 he 
music IS by laxmikant Pvarelal 


• Kishen Kanhaiya Orient 
(Bcntinck Sireit 281*11/) 12 1 
6 *1 

Anil Kipoor Madhun Dixit 
Shilpi Shirodkii Ksder Khin ind 
Ainiish Pun ire the chief attrac 
tions ol this Rikt sh Rosh in film 
whose music is bv Rcjtsh Roshan 
•Maine Pyar Kiya h litc (S N 
Bincrjte Road 241181) 10 45 
2 15 5 10 9 Indin flndra Roy 
Roid 471757)^ hows Talkie 
Show House (Shibd is Bhadun 
Street 552270)—11 10 

Well on Its way to Incoming an 
all time hit this tccnyloppers 
love stoiy stars Salman Kh<in and 
debutante Bhagyashree The film 
IS directed by Sooraj R Batjabya 
ind the inusie is by Raam Laxman 
•Shandar Opera (Lenin Saran 
281849) lotus (S N Baneijee 
Road 242664) Grace (Mahatma 
(>andhi Road 191090) Khanna 
(Aeharya Prafiilla Chandra Road 
552922) Kabka (Sadananda Road 
478141) 

A film by T C Dewan the cast 
includes Mithun Chakraborty 
Meenakshi Seshadn Mandakmi, 
Juhi Chawla Kader Khan and Dan¬ 


ny I he music is bv Bappi I rhin 


Bengali Films 


•Aapan Aamaar Aapan Minir 
(Bidhin Sarani 55275JI Bijoli 
(S P Mukhcijee Road 47J462) 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road 152740)—2 4 5 5 20 8 15 
A film by Tarun Majumdai star 
nng Papas Paul Prascnjit Satabdi 
Roy Soumitra Chatterjee 
Deepankar De Shakuntala Barui 
Btplab Chattenec indrani Dutta 
Sanghamitra Banerjee Anup 
Kumar and others 1 he music is b> 
R D Burman 

•Apabaad Radha (Bidhan Sara 
ni 551045)—2 shows 
A family entertainer stamng 
Uttam Mahanti and Aparajita 
•Andha Bichar* 1 alkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street 
552270-2 45 5 20 8 20 Meno 
ka (Sant Chatterjee Avenue 
410417)—1 5 20 8 15 Jagat 

(Acharva Prafulla Chandra Road 
265108) 2 10 5 20 8 20 
A iiim by Shakti Samanla star 
nng Mithun Chakraboitv Man 
dakmi, Tanuja Deepa Sahi Btplab 
Chatteijee and ‘sadashiv Amrapur 
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kar. The music is by R.D. 
Buiman. 

•Ekhanc Aamur Swaru: 

Rupbant (Bidhan Siani; 5^1^. 
Aftma (Mahatma (Gandhi Rood; 
3SBS61). Bharad (S.R Mukhojee 
Road; 485593)—1. 4. 7. 

Tapaa and Oen|ka aic the 
lead pair in this Jahar Binna flfo. 
Also in the cast are Soumitra 
Chatteijee, Sumitni Mukheijee 
and Rums Guhathakurta. The 
muBK is by R.D. Bunnaa 


l.ll I \ i iK-- 


MO May 

Redection o/knacea—an exhibi¬ 
tion of early slaas paintinsB from 
the Tanjore and the Avadh 
sdioolt. 

At Chitrakoot Art GaDety (55 
Gatiahat Road; 755314). 

0 May: 3 pm A OJO pn 
Padatik Repertory presents 
Moliere's comedy, Bibhn Ka 
Madana, directed by Shyamanand 
Jalan. llie cast includes Shakil 
Khan, Pradip Roy, Shampa Ghosh, 
Neetu Khdlani, B.M. Hada and 
Aiun Shanna. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cadiedral Road; 284302). 

8 May: 0JO pm 

Padatik Danu Centre presents 
‘Padadk Nrityotsav’—a program¬ 
me of creative dance in die Kadiak 
style with new choreography. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

9 May: 6J0 

‘Pada^ Nntyotsav’—a program¬ 
me of traditional dance (Kadiak 
and Odissi) with a new Odissi 
choreography. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

11 May: 6J0 pm 

Saut Agio Agencies presents a 
Kadiak duice recital by Keys 
Chanda, and ghazals by Sabir Khw 
and Jayahree Gupta. 



Kaya Chanda 

At G.O. Bitla Sabhagar (Queens 
Park). 


12 May: oJO pm 

Proscenium will stage Shand 
Mahrotra’s Tbebra Hua Pani, 
directed by Sheo Jhunihunw^ 
who is also in the cast along with 
Govind Jhuqjhunwala, Meerajain, 
Tapaai Dutt, Vhrek Jajodia, Durba 
Duda and Aahok Chuiiwal. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street)^ 


PrtnlMl hwv Is ths fs^ufar Indian Alrllnss aehs- 
duls. 1110011# sehaduls has bssn curoallsd dus oo 
Ohs grounding of lOs AIrhus At 20 fisst. Fssssn- 
gsrs ars advnad Oo fcaog Oraak of announeo- 
monos mado hy Indian AMInas In Oha grass. For 
sssliOsnoa, Oh^ may oonOaaO 102 g 4 S, asaSM. 
a e eidh. aeadia, mVti , satMo/a/ifd/g and 
ggasaa. 



12 May: 2J0 pm ft CJO pm 
Surabhika presents two ixog- 
rammea of music, featuring 
AnuracBia Paudwal and Anwar. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 443666(432197). 

TRAVEL 


IM.ints 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
parturs tlmsa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Flguras In braekats 
danota tha days. 1 balnB 
Monday. 


Intcrii.itiiin.il 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A(-309/AI-101 at 
0215. 

Calctttta-Delhl-Rome- 
Frankftirt: Dep. (7); Al-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-DelM-Paris-LondoB: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135at0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: An. (5); Al-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calculta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6); Al-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhl- 
CalCUtU: Arr. (7): A1-112/AI- 
1122 at (030. 

Frankfurt-Kome-Deihl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

LoodOB-Oelhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1). A1-132/AI-1320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: An. 
(4): SU-537 at 1625. 
Calcutta-Dubal-Moscow; Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1825. 
Amman-Caicutta-AmmaB: 
An. (1. 4): R)-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): R)-18I at 0830. 
Calcutta-SlBgapore: I>ep. ( 2 )- 

SQ-4i6 at 1120 and Dep. (7): 
SQ413 at 1530; An. (2): SQ-416 
at 1020; An. (4): SQ-414 at 0920. 
CaJcutta-BaBgkok; An. (2, 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1640, An. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhl-Calctttta-Dbaka: Arr. 
(6): lC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 


lC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Detkl: An. 

(6); IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6). 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-KathmaBdn: Dep. (2, 

4, 6, 7): IC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1, 

5) ; RA-214 at 1650; An. (2, 4, 6. 
7); IC-248 at 1915, An. (1. 5): 
RA-213 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Den. (1, 2, 4, 

5, 7): IC-223 at 1340, Dep (2, 4, 

6) : B(^092 at 1130, Dep. (1,3, 7): 
BG-094 at 1800, Dep. (5): BG-096 
at 2100; An. (1, 2,4, 5, 7): IC-224 
at 1540, An. (2, 4, 6): BG-091 at 
1015, An. (1, 3, 7): BG-093 at 
1645, An. (5); BG-0% at 1945. 
Calcntu-CUttagoBg: Dep (3, 
6): IC-22S at 1330, Dep. (2, 5): 
BG-698 at 1315; An. (3, 6): IC- 
226 at 1550, An. (2. 5); BG-697at 
1230. 

Caicutt«-Fbra: Dep. (2. 5): KB- 
106 at 1430; An. (2. 5); KB-105 at 
1330. 


Dotiu'slk 


Cnicutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): Al- 
101 at 0250; Dep (6); Al-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (5): AI 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Deihi: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Deihi-Calcutta: An. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; An. (7): Al-1122 at 
0330. 

fndtan Ahdbiaa 

Calcutta-DelU: Dep (dady); IC- 
263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1710; 
An. (daily) IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1920. Dep. (1. 2, 3, 5, 6. 

7): IC-176 at 0845; An (daily)- 
IC-274 at 1830. An. (1, 2. 3. 5. 6. 
7): IC-175 at 0755. 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily). 
lC-265 at 1640; An. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150 

Calcutta-Bangalore; Dep. (2. 

3. 4. 5. 6. 7): IC-271 at 1400; An. 
(2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7): OC-272 at 1945. 
Calcutta-Vtsag-Madras: Dep. 
(1. 2, 4. 6): lC-542 at 0730; An. 
(1. 2. 4, 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
Cakutta-GuwahBll: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1320; An. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 

Calcutta-Dibnigarh: Dep (l. 

2, 3. 4. 5, 6): lC-201 at 1130; An. 
(1. 3. 5. 6)- lC-202 at 1245. An. 
(2, 4): IC-202 at 1500. 


Caleutta-Tci|inr-Jorhat- 
Cuwahatl-Calcutta: Dep. (3. 5. 
7): IC-213 at 1030; An. (3, 5, 7): 
iC-213 at 1540. 

Caictttta-GuwahBtl-Oioupor: 

Dep. (1, 3. 5. 6): lC-219 at 1110; 
An. (1, 3. 5, 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Cakutta-Bagdagn: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at 1100; An. (daily); 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Cakuttt-AgutalB: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2. 4): 
IC-243 at 1030. Dep. (3. 5. 6. 7); 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400; An. (dady): IC-242 at 
0900 An. (2, 4): lC-244 at 1230, 
An. (3. 5. 6. 7): lC-244 at 1020, 
An. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Cakutta-SilchBr-lmphal: Dep 
(daily): IC-255 at 0600; An. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta-BhubaBcshwar- 
Nagpur-Hydcrabad: Dep. (3, 
5. 6): 1C'2» at 1710; An. (3, 5. 

6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 

2, 7): lC-277 at 1745; An. (1. 2, 

7) : lC-278 at 2215. 
Calciitta-BDit Blair: Dep. (2, 
4): IC-285 at 0545; An. (2, 4)- 
IC-28e at 1015. 

Calcutta-Put Blair-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): lC-287 at 0545; 
An. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Caicutta-RaBchi-PatBa- 
Luckuow-Oelhl: Dep. (1, 3, 4, 
5. 6, 7): IC-410 at 0830; An. (1, 3. 

4. 5. 6, 7): IC-409 at 1420. 

Calcutta-ShilioBg-Cuwahatl- 
Silchar. Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; An. (daily): PF-702at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Bobar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; An.. 
(2, 4, 6, 7); PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jerhat- 
LUabari-DIbrugarh; Dep. (1, 

3, 5. 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; An. 
(1, 3. 5. 7); PF-71(V736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur: 
Dqi. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
An. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-KaBialpur- 
Kailashar-Acartala-Caleutta: 
Dep (2, 4, 6); PF-729 at 0550; 
An. (2, 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PP-717 at 0600; An. (1, 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Cakntta-Agartaia; Dep. (l, 3. 

5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; An. (1, 3. 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakutta-Aiaawi-Sliehar Dep 
'daily): PF-70S at 1120; An. (dai- 
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HNP TWHMI Ikidy Mrils ol llw Iwrttan i*om cw fci t 
iteeMtt whlflliMM m MMUflli iMhi Id tetDlii^ VMflli Imd' 


• SIP, SUDElFindabawvragaInMCitMnlanM: 1. Jm 
M l aarly. 2 En^ knockad twica. 3. CNgo ooamd ua In. 
4 Sarah savad ao Oaiay oouM go. 

ipog » H 009 c aai I Mi ( 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Than an al laaal ato dNIar- 
anoaa hi drawing daiala b alwaan lop and beOnii panaM. Hew 
qnddy can you And than? Chaek a n awa n wMi Pnaa balow. 

auann a wnp waaiH-p'Mfnwa a m-9 MiMa a 

apona a euaawaiwwx'e Jtuaiiiaanas zuiaiaipanH i-taeuaiaNa 



You can have aoma ftm bafllng 
Manda wWi a abnpta laei of ma^. 

Pick up a pah of dioa. Plaoaona 
Ha aiop tha olhar. UK the lop dte 
and Kio ottiar da la Wlad wWi tt. 

How Wt dona: Baton handhng 
Via dtoa, lha partormar mla lha Up 
of a te raUngar with hla tangua. Tha 
M or molabn la applad to Via 
bevomof Vwiopdto. Pn aa i n g Via 
two togaViar cauaaa Viam to aVck 
laat. and whan ihay avaniualiy 
aapamia, Vwn la no ad h aa l va In 
alght 

Pra aa flrnily to maka aun dtoa 
oNng. 


a HIAOS UPl Namaa of taw 
ragal and atatoiy hoad- 
piaoaa ara eontainad In tha 
maao of lattara balow. You 
an aakad to tnoa thorn 
lottar by lattor in aon- 
thwoua ordar aa foHowa: 
Tiara, dfadam, aoronat. 


DDHDI Da MPfP Ip |nvODDO 

to aqaaant lottora hortion* 
tally, vartloaNy or diagonal' 
ly* Uaa aN tattara. 


i^anDE] 

□□□DE3 

BBQEKZl 

□BBQB 

^BESIQB 



FUNSPOT 



HIT HANI waa, lanay r w aaO ng yau hanl Apply ealorad pancila or 
anyana naady abova. Cater aada: 1 H a d . 2—U. blua. 3—YaVow. 
4—Lt brown, t P laa t i lanaa. a—U. gman. 7—Ok. bro^. 















































RiES 

Mmtl 21-Aprt 20 

Impulsive buying, 
•fflusaments end e 
bR of confusion about valuables, 
documents, passpoits, visas and 
bank drafts ate ttw week’s sa- 
Nant fsatuies. Be dear and con¬ 
cise In de a Wn g e and contracts. 
Tbs heart wW pulsate and the 
fair orte wM respond. Jogging, 
weightlifting, wrestling and a 
game of badminton or table- 
tennis should keep the doctor 
away. May 6. 7, 10 and 11 are 
Ideal for travel. 

AURUS 

April 21—May 20 
Home, property, pa¬ 
rents, In-laws and Im- 


T 


migration are the week's main 
featurea. Moods fluctuate wildly. 
Qo In for a hefty financial trans¬ 
action around May 12 or 13. Get 
your travel Mt rea^. Health pre¬ 
cautions are essenUal. Devote 
mote time to the affairs of chil¬ 
dren. Give yourself as well as 
the home/offloe a facelift. Dan¬ 
cers and musicians do excel. 


G 


EMINi 

Mty 21-Jiin« 20 
Education, research, 
communication, 
travel and new enterprise are 
whd constitute the week. Ro¬ 
mance for the eligible and fan- 
eyfree. Money is already In the 
pipeline. Travel Is on the cards, 
but you do not have to make it at 
break-neck speed. Health Im¬ 
proves after May 7. Kids, puz¬ 
zles, sports, painting and par¬ 
tying are the other salient fea¬ 
tures of the week. 

ANCER 

Jutw 21-July 20 
The week indicates 
buying, selling, trad- 
sales, commission and 
possibly a change In your work 
schedule and style. You could 
pick up a bargain, otherwise the 
week finds you negotiating and 
horse-trading. Passion and sym¬ 
pathy could doud your judge¬ 
ment, but that’s what being In 
love Is ail about. A journey at 
short notice is destined. 



EO 

July 21—Augual 21 
The moon’s quarter In 
your sign, according 
to Western astrology, galvanises 
your personal frontier, and here 
dashes too must be reckoned. 
By May 11 parents, home and 
property affairs will have an ex¬ 
tra significance. As regards ro¬ 
mance, remember that the path 
of true love never runs smooth. 
Finanoe takes two steps forward 
and one backwards. 




w 






T 

IRGO 


L 

f 

Augual 22—Sap* 22 


r 

Ths main trends of 



the week are ex- 




penses, trips, ties, secret con¬ 
nections, collaborations, rerxlez- 
vous, visits to hospitals, social 
centres and holy places. Health 
problems for you and your dear 
ones are not ruled out. You will 
have your share of romance. Get 
reiKty for massive fInandaJ in¬ 
vestments. Travel Is indicated, 
but keep an eye on the home 
base also. Kids though adorable 
give you a hard time. Hobbies 
deplete your purse/pocket. 


IBRA 

Sapl23-Ocl22 
Even If a few disgrun¬ 
tled elements oppose 
your plans, be tactful. Keep your 
eye on the main objective and try 
to sweet reason folks and mate 
Into agreeing on a tew points at 
least. Romance promises kicks 
and kisses, and perhaps near 
misses. Legacy, property, com¬ 
mission and perks are also weli 
signified. Your health could run 
Into rough weather as with you it 
la mind over matter. It Is best to 
wait till May before undertaking a 
journey. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Bun. ebryunclioii Mamuiy: Ob- 

WW '■••fn* rftOOn flwMHI 



BlVftiraniancipuft jiV' -, 

Modfi-Mxitle Pteito: Lovata, 
poMb adNora and icfoflllats tare 
waft(.Liaok forward tp'aprdirfo- 
llointar. parka.. A Jo h ai a it ^ la 
PfoBaWa, around Jurta. 

f4dOft trfM Norfa> Waa^rn 
.ntar^jgite.dWa 

.. .aia Hwaa in 

aow dU dprtona. twfoppii .im' 
.portiiid if Bip. 


afawfo fwf tta affowad ta throw 
ypp off yor aafda. TNa la a 
wfhyaar iQ raaoh'out fa paopla 
■Mpfocaai." 

Miy 10 ‘ 

ponflrmad 
laafaMd imirialiTi a 

VwOifTPV fli MIBv* eMtw. 

WIV VWlQill' Vv'Jr 

•ifjf If 

Mobil cjbbflotfdri 


.. . sv 

.dndinfWii:dft 





CORPIO 

(M2aNDv22 
Youaiainforaraund 
of auatalnad hard 
work aa you push youraalf to tha 
oulsr Rmlla of ttia Vanua-Mars 
forma tion . Eld ara and family 
mambara damand much of you. 
FhwnoW gakw and gifts ara Mra- 
ly. .Romanes ahowa arratic 
going. Health depends upon 
sensitivity and sating hMiits. The 
next two weeks suggest journey. 
Davola soma Uma to the affairs 
of chtidrsn. , 

AQITTARIUS 

Novas-OM20 
Romance and enter¬ 
tainment as well as 
health problams are jiradlctsd. 
Romance will be hectic and the 
heart wW be a hunter; here a Httls 
ttght-rope-walking will certainly 
help. May 8, 9, 12 and 13 sug¬ 
gest morietary transactions and 
buying/salling/shopping. Sto¬ 
mach, heart and b^ ailments 
are Indicated. Travel Is more 
than likely. 

APRICORN 

Dm 21—Jan 19 

Loans, funds, chil¬ 
dren, grandchildren 
and a bit of entertainment are 
the salient features of the week. 
You have your share of romance 
around May 10. Mix finance with 
amusement tor more mileage as 
results will bs faster and better. 
Early In the week stomach, 
nerve and tooth problems may 
worry you. Chlldrsn and socialis¬ 
ing will keep you happy. 


M QUARIUS 

/A Jan 20—Fab 1S 
^ • Ths moon's quarter 

- makes for ties, links, 

travel, contacts, clashes and cer¬ 
tainly some heart-burning loo. 
The weekend promises some 
financial ^ns. Not all the press¬ 
ures and Inconveniences will 
stop you from offering a rose to 
your swaathaart. Overlnduig- 
ance could tell upon your health. 
Travel Is fated and cannot be 
dampened. 


ISCES 

Fab iSHUaich 20 
The week signifies 
shift, transfer, com¬ 
muting, loans and Investments. 
During tha last days foe focus Is 
on home, property, designing 
and furnishing. Investments, 
sscurltisa, shares and capltats 
are well sionlfled. A job-hop Is 
also probaola. Romanes will be 
sxoaflant In bits and snatches. 
You will be accident-prone, so 
lake adequate precautions. 





















































































































































IWWJUI 


TUB MQMEfJT lANDll? IH^AS FCEBP 
FeO/W TWE ICB^TUe UWC^rAAT 
5UMMONEO HER TV APPEAR 
BEFOee WBM IN COUNCIL.. 




if' 


AT "me MADMCAN COUET OF RULE. 


YES . BUT OWE WMO HOPES TD 
LEARW /MUCW ABOUT THIS 
BPAVB NEW ETERMIA ' 


\T 


M0MEWT5 LATER,AFTEP lAWDlR AND TWE 
PROFESSOR BAl/E 60W£ IW5IDE. 


WELL, DUMCAW, yoU'\/B DBMOWSTRATEP 
A SEEAT TALENT FDK iNTPOOUCfNS U5 
ALL TD THE UNKNOWN. WHO /S THAT 
WOMAN ? 


[j ■ 


MIEANPA How DO ' 
you EXPECT ME 
TO THINK ABOUT 
ANV OTHER WOMAN, 
WHEN VDU'PE / 

Here ^ y 


BE 6EKIOUS. r 
KNOW you.. THIS 
WOMAN JBEEKS OF 
MySTERX. . AND 
you NEVER LEAWE 
MySTERlES - 

UNSOLVED. 


OF COURSE . WH/ 
DIDN'T I think 
OF THIS BEFORE ' 






r'LL TTPy TO CONTACT 
THE SORCERESS AT 
CASTLE GRAVSKULL -- 
IF ANyONE CAN TEU-^ 
U5 ABOUT lANDiR, 

she could .' X 


it 





























HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that's a situaton none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell, can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingenaes you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under speaal circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

5100 

250 

17 600 

— 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

57 750 

5 250 

840* 

52 750 

7 400 

1300* 

82 500 

11 500 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Acadent cover 
available on payment of additional premium 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 
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NC 1 

1. A 1 
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N(Wyour business trip 
kumothci city 

cdulmcthcil 

liomc-comin^^'fcvlinp. 



W'/lfh }()ui wilroiil t()j()inyx)ii for ihcwrx^k end* 

As a successful executive you keep your corporation ahead of yourself 
And this usually innplies a good deal of travel away from home includii g some precious 

week ends 


Which IS why we ve come up with an idea that can best be described as h me-:oming - 

away from home ITIJl 

What we il do is to fly your wife out to join you For the week-end at the Executivt Club It s the I^VI 

kind of holiday she II really enjoy - ^ 

So the next time you jet out to the Executive Club at Delhi Bombay 
Bangalore or Madras get together with your wife For the week end » 

‘We II reimburse her actual travel fares to a maximum of Rs 2 000/ (depending ' 


on the length of the week end stay and the city of visit) 

WclLonifiroup s spex iJJprmlcge tor the discerning business traveller 

* For details and reservations call Welcomnet Welcomgroup Fioteis Instant 
Reservation Network Or any Welcomgroup hotel 



HTA6766AP 



Travesty of 
Divinity 

The cover of the April 8 
issue, showing Lord 
Ganesh attired in a jacket 
and trousers, was most 
reprehensible. It has not 
been very long since the 
late B.T. Ranadive spoke 
at a rally in Calcutta in a 
vile manner about Hanu- 
man, a deity worshipped by 
more than 500 million peo¬ 
ple. This month, another 
politician questioned the 
authenticity of Lord Rama's 
birth. 

The Hindus are syste¬ 
matically being taken for 
granted and they are timid¬ 
ly digesting every blas¬ 
phemy. If this vulgar trend 
is not bridled, we might see 
heads of other deities in¬ 
stalled on similar despic¬ 
able- objects as the Arts 
Acre artist has profanely 
sculpted. An artist’s 
attempt at creativity should 
be in good taste. 

Ratan Kumar Mintri, 
Calcutta 

■ The Hitler Ganesh on 
the ■ cover was grotesque 
and offensive. It is in de¬ 
plorable taste to give prom¬ 
inence to such a travesty of 
divinity. The recent trend 


towards sensationalism in 
art shows a disregard for 
Hindu sentiment. Is it due 
to lack of ideas, idealism, 
courage or conviction? 
Purnima L. Kumar, 
Calcutta 

Once Again 

On several occasions in the 
past, I have criticised your 
carrying obscene pictures. 
Once again, you have car¬ 
ried a cover story with 
objectionable photographs 
(‘Our Pamella’, April 1). 

1 repeat that you should 
give us bare facts, not bare 
bodies. How much more do 
you want to expose? 

I'm sure you will not 
publish this letter because 
it requires real guts to face 
criticism. But I hope good 
sense will prevail and you 
will refrain fr-om repeating 
past mistakes. 

Arpita Mukharji, 
Howrah 

■ The article itself made 
go^ li^t reading, but the 
pictures used 'vith it were 
obscene. 

Amltava Chatterjee 
and Rana Chatterjee, 

Calcutta 

■ I have collected, chrono¬ 
logically, more than 300 


FYvm Rekha Dasgupla’s coUectioD 



issues of the Colour Maga¬ 
zine. But, alas, no more. 
You have forced me to stop 
subscribing to the Sunday 
issues. 

You refrtse to listen to 
your readers and forget 
that it is a magazine for the 
whole franily, con^ as it 
is along with a daily news¬ 
paper. 

I strongly protest against 
the way my favourite 
magazine is going. 

Pradeep Kedia, 

Siliguri 

a It was an excellent issue 
and had gorgeous photo¬ 
graphs. But we would have 
liked to see some photo¬ 
graphs of Pamella Bordes, 
too. 

Debabrata Mukherjee, 

Calcutta 

a You always give us a 
variety of subjects, but 
whenever there is a story 
concerning sex, some old- 
fashioned readers thunder 
against it. Why don’t they 
realise that like other ele¬ 
ments, sex is also neces¬ 
sary and has a role in 
society? 

If the sanctity of the 
Colour Magazine is being 
questioned, then the 
majority of the magazines 
in the market should be 
banned. 

I hope you will not get 
intimidated by these read¬ 
ers. We would now like to 
see the semi-nude photo¬ 
graphs of the sensational 
Steffi Graf, recently pub¬ 
lished in some foreign 
magazines. 

Subir Das, 

Burdwan (W.B.) 

■ The film on Pamella with 
Asha in the lead did not 
merit a cover story simply 
because it was a non- 
event. How can you have 
semi-nude photographs and 
children’s pages in the 
same magazine? 
Deeptikanta Thakur, 
Sambalpur (Orissa) 

■ Will you stop it or not? 

Subhamoy Chatterjee, 

Haldia 


The Telegraph 

13 MAY 1990 


So. you thought marnage 
was an adult affair? You 
thought right. So did the 
law-makers. But children 
being married off before they 
can spell c-a-t, cat, is 
commonplace all over the 
country. 


14 


■ ■ Goans are nothing 

if not full of life and fun. And 
the annual carnival brings out 
the merriest element in them. 


16 

the novel a 

18 



■ A photofeature on 

the novel art on trucks. 


■ Does the 

ice-capped continent of 
Antarctica belong to anyone? 
A report. 
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G ouri Mai is seven nKHiths old, can 
barely sit up unaided and still takes 
her mother’s breast. She can hardly 
nibble at a biscuit and begins bawling. Pick 
her up to caress and cuddle, and she wets 
your clothes. 

Gouri Mai is her maiden name; she is 
now Gouri Khutia, possibly the youngest 
bride in the world. Her husband, Gautam 
Khutia, is only six years old and has just 
been promoted to class III of the Sriram- 
pur Kutqbehari Prathamik Vidyalay (his 
father-in-law, Laxman Chandra Mai, tells 
us this; he should be too young for class 
Ill, or he is older than six; but, then, rural 
folk could not be too bothered about age 
and mundane things like that). Gautam 
immediately gets surrounded by a score 
children who gape at him and at us in 
turns; the new groom is being interviewed 
by “suit-pant ioA’’ from Calcutta, after all; 
but Gautam is hardly forthcomi^. Shy to 
the roots of his over-oiled hair, he just 
stares at the ground, squirms a bit and 
refuses to take the promptings of his 
mates. But he is secretly thrilled at the 
attention he is getting and happily sneaks 
away to wear his marital attire to pose for 
the pictures. 

After much prodding, Gautam speaks 
his only sentence that hot sultry hour; his 
teacher (Chittaraitjan Das, whom he calls 
Sambhumaster) enquired after his newly 
wedded wife and wanted to know whether 
his bou was well and happy. No one teased 
him about his new status, it seemed, and 
maybe he himself was not too sure 
whether Gouri was his bou or bandhu. 

To Gautam, marriage could not have 
been more cause for excitement than spin¬ 
ning his top. To Gouri, gur^ing and peeing 
in our lap must have made more sense 
than all those mantras chanted by Puti 
Ttudnir, the priest who dubbed them man 
and wife on March 8. 

Child marriage in a West Bengal village? 
There are hardly any reported cases of 
such weddings, but it is a safe corqecture 
that there are hundreds of Gautams and 
Gouris in this state, too. The bride’s 
father, Laxman Chandra Mai, himself 
says, “Such a marriage has not taken place 
in the entire Midnapore district in the last 
100 years.’’ Laxman, in fret, waves away 
the statistics on Rqjasthan and says, “Ra¬ 
jasthan is another matter, but su(^ things 
do not happen in Bengal.’’ 

Srirampur is a not-so-remote village 
under the Tamluk polke station in Midna¬ 
pore district, some 100 kms away from the 
dty. The houses of Khutia and Mai are 
separate by just a few yards and a stone's 
throw away is the gram panchayat office. 
Much of the area is motorable, and a 
hwse diagonally opposite Mai’s sports a 
'TV antenna (which, means they probably 
see th^ government spots about child 
marriages). There is electricity (at least as ^ 


is an adult affair? Ask 


and Gouri Mai 
(7 mon^s). 

Anil Grover visited them 
in their village in 


the answers 


Photographs: Dilip Banerjee 


much as in the city), there is a sub- 
divisional hospital, a post office, a school 
and a police station. 

Laxman Chandra Mai has a well 
appointed shop, with all the 'urban needs' 
for sale; tins of Britannia biscuits, plastic 
combs, soaps and toothpastes; and he is 
very concerned about hospitality which ex¬ 
tends from immediately ordered chairs to 
mishd dot, rossogoUas and tumki and a full 
pack of cigarettes. Srirampur is evidently 
not doing too badly for itself and Mai him¬ 
self looks upon child marriages in Riqas- 
than with disdain. 

Then, what made him marry off Gouri to 
Gautam Khutia? “1 don’t believe in child 
marriage," he says insistently. Laxman 
Chandra himself mamed when he was 26 
and his wife, Chandana, 20, while many in 
the city marry earlier nowadays. And, 


Gouri with her parents, mother-in-law (extreme left) and husband Gautam 














going by his own statement and records, 
West Bengal is not 'into' child marriage 
either. 

Superstition, as usual? 

Chandana and Laxman Chandra had four 
offspring before Goun, but none of them 
survived. He got the ages and order mixed 
up, but Dr Bankim Chandra Parai's pre¬ 
scription at the I'amluk sub-divisional hos¬ 
pital indicates that all the four children died 
before they were three years old, the last 
one dying a few hours after being bom 
prematurely at eight months. ITiings had 
become so traumatic that Chandana had 
even consumed poison. “Woman's intelli¬ 
gence, after all, so she didn’t go and buy 
poison. She went and plucked dhutura 
flower and quietly consumed that,” says 
Laxman Chandra with a sheepish grin. "1 
had in fact thought of getting married again 
so that 1 could haVe a child (hat would hve. 
Of course, she didn't take it too well, but 
then she agreed to it later, (iouri is the 
last hop«; for us.” Laxman Chandra, like 
many rural people, can hide emotions be¬ 
hind a nonchalant facade when he wants 
to; he narrates the tragic story with as 
much emotion as students learning their 
tables. 

With her father, Laxman Chandra Mai 


To Gaiitam, marriage couM 
not have been nm cause 
for excitement Ml 
spinning his top. To Gonri, 
giiigling and peeing In our 
lap must Imve made more 
sense than alt 
nxiotras chanted by Pud 
Thakurp the priest who 
dubbed them man and wife 



For the sake of Gouri, they consulted an 
elderly priest in the nearby Nikashi village 
who, according to Mai, was said to have 
married off a dozen children in his career 
(contradiction in his earlier statement), 
and he advised them to have her surname 
changed through marriage, that is, gotran- 
tar. For 10 months before that, even be¬ 
fore Gouri was debvered, the couple spent 
Rs 40 on the doctor’s fee per month apart 
firom medicines. “My wife had become a 


mental case," said Mai, “and I too was 
becoming desperate. There are some 
witches in the village, you know, and it 
seems their curse was on Chandana’s 
issues. The idea of getting Gouri married 
off was only to break the curse.” In fact, 
the Khutias gladly agreed to accept Gouri 
as their bou because they were aware of 
the special reason. "We are hunMiilJBiiw%, 
too," said Matarani Khutia, Gautaih’s 
mother. 


T wo kms away at Nikashi village, we 
found our way into the priest’s house. 
Bhim Chakraborty (76) was well known. 
His first reaction to our introduction was 
“Laxmanbabu, who?” and what child mar¬ 
riage were we talking about. But the old 
man softened very quickly and rattled off 
the whole story without as much as a 
query. He had solemnised only one child 
mamage, that too some 30 years ago, he 
said, though he had heard of a couple of 
such marriages in nearby villages. “Lax¬ 
man and Chandana are both distantly re¬ 
lated to me. He visited me several times 
and I brushed him off, saying, why do you 
want to drag me into a police case in the 



6 . 






Bhim Chakraborty, whose priestly advice it was 


winter of my life But considenng his case, 
I agreed. I did tell him, it may help, it may 
not, but he could try gotrantar as a last 
resort and get the child mamed I told him 
It’s against the law, but it’s a new world 
today In my earlier days, people couldn’t 
look mto my eyes and talk to me, today, 
the young boys challenge me and ask, who 
are you’ Our advice doesn’t really matter, 
nowadays " 

And, then, March 8 The lagna was at 9 
pm, Goun’s grandmother doing the 
kanyandaan The festivities lasted for 
three hours with 1,200 mvitees from the 
village (population 5, (XX)) Officially, ab¬ 
out 300 were invited, but many others 
jumped onto the bandwagon Tlie Mals 
spent Rs 9, (XX) on the wedding though 
there was "no question of any dowry” 
Gautam was, however, presented a gold 
nng worth Rs 450 

"The police also landed up at around 10 
pm,” laughs Mai, “but when they saw the 
crowd, they knew they couldn’t do any¬ 
thing about It bo they returned They 
had thought they would throw the law 
books at our face and arrest us'” The 
police did return on "compassionate 
grounds” They felt that when both parties 
had agreed on it, when there was so much 
support from the villagers, when the 
reason was so heart-rending, discretion 
was the better part of law—whi^'h was 
nothing if not followed m the spint 

Members of the gram panchayat were 
naturally tense at our visit They very 
pohtely questioned our motive and angle of 
the story and warmly invited us to the 
office for a little chat Gaurhan Das, one of 
the members, was happy that we had 
come to see for ourselves “the splendid 
tide of the village” Dr Abdul Khalid, 
another member, who was also aware of 
the medical side of the problem, said once 
superstition took over, it was impossible 
to convmce them otherwise Bmodbehan 
Burman, a third member, was most 


apprehensive about our visit, and at the 
same time, the most vociferous m conde- 
mrung the marriage because of “pressures 
of superstitions” And all of thpm were 
agreed that if would be impossible to judge 
the right or wrong of this child marriage 
because of the "emotional point that was 
worth considenng” 

lh“ curse’ here was, after all, medical 
in nature Dr Parai’s prescnption notes 
that all four offspring died of amoebtosis It 
happens m the cities, it happens all the 
time in the villages And Snrampur was 
bringing down the temperature by cooling 
the thermometer Imagine all such 
‘curses ’ being broken not through btera 
cy, basic hygiene and health care, but 
through gotrantar 

There is an array of laws from the Civil 
Marriages Act of the last century to the 
Child Marriage Restraint Act (popularly 
known as the Sarda Act) enacted m 1929 


and enforced from April 1, 1930, fixing the 
age of marriage at 14 and 18, respectively 
1 his was amended m 1949 and 1956, rais¬ 
ing It to 15 and 16 for girls (the boys 
remaining 18) and in 1978 to 18 and 21 

Yet, in selected pockets of Mera Bharat 
Mahaan this is a socially accepted norm In 
as much as one third of all districts of 
India, the average age for marriage of girls 
IS less than 15 and this is most deeply 
entrenched m Rajasthan s Marwar region 

The number of child marruges m that 
state touches 40,000 every year during 
Akha Teej (Akshay Tntiya) In that state, 
even ministers have been guilty of mar¬ 
rying off theu mmor daughters Child mar- 
nage is normally (hrectly linked to poverty 
and illiteracy, several studies show 
Prosperity and education could finally 
overcome superstition, but can they over¬ 
come calculated beliefr’ ■ 


BARTER BANK 


• Foreign stamps and 
coins: 1 offer 100 foreign 
stamps and a few corns for 
anything of corresponding 
value Contact Md bayeed 
28/B Elliot Road, Calcutta-16 
•Camera: 1 offer my Nikon 
FT-2SLR camera for any auto¬ 
matic camera of correspondmg 
value Write to S K Agarwal, 
43/1 Nehru Colony, Calcutta 
4U 

•LP record: 1 would like to 
exchange a new LP record 
(unused) of an Indo-Arab- 
Italian production unreleased 


film Shaheen for anything of 
correspondmg value Contact 
Md bayeed, 28/B Elliot Road, 
Calcutta 16 

•Tape-recorder and elec¬ 
tric organ: I would like to 
exchange a National Panasonic 
taperecorder Yamaha electric 
organ and a Sanyo walkman for 
anything of corresponding 
value Write to S K Agarwal, 
85 Elliot Road 6th floor. Cal 
cutta 16 

•Agfa Synchro Box: I 

would like to exchange my 
onginal Agfa synchro box (old 


model) m good condition for a 
fiocket transistor or calculator 
Write to Ashok Kr Banetjee 
49/1 M /\nath Nath Deb I..ane 
Calcutta 37 

•Books: I would like to ex 
change Harold Robbin s Befsy 
for an All Round View, the 
autobiography of Imran Khan 
Contact Md Sayeed, 28/B 
Elbot Road Calcutta-16 
•Study material: 1 would 
like to exchange Agarwal s 
books for IIT-JEE for anythmg 
of correspondmg value Write 
to Vmeet Mohan, 14 Gardmer 


Road, Liluah, Howrah 
•Hawaiian guitar: I would 
bke to exchange a Gibtone 
hawaian guitar m good condi¬ 
tion for anythmg of corres¬ 
ponding value Wnte to Ashok 
Bhowmick 87/9 A K 
Mukherjee Road, Calcutta 90 
•Magazines: I offer almost 
ail the copies of The lelegraph 
Colour Magazine for the past 
five years for a good book of 
qmz or general knowledge 
Write to 1 K Chandrasekhar 
71/A Pratapaditya Road Cal 
cutta-26 





Just Good Lovers 


S he was shaped like a vase A breath¬ 
less beauty Her name was Sheila 
Bengali to her damty fingertips 
Flashing black eyes Dusky, slim, petite 
and ample in the right places So graceful, 
she must have escaped from the walls ol 
the Ajanta caves 

She was 19, two years older than I 
Came from an affluent family She was 
from what you would caU ‘the convent 
educated, English speaking ehte" Maybe 
194.1 sounds like 

a lung time ago, but I can still see her ui 
front of me Her dunpled smile, her voice 
gentle, lilting and at times saucy Anybody 
who’s seen Disney’s Cinderella will know 
what 1 mean Naturally, 1 was m love with 
her, but when you’re 17 love is no hotter 
than platonic Sleepless nights don't make 
It any hotter Arm’s-length affair Couldn’t 
help it She was a sprite Not real at all 
How can you touch something that's not 
real’ Oh yes, she did once walk this earth 
A skilful danseuse in the Indian classical 
tradition, she performed for chanties at the 
Globe Theatre No, not a professional, but 
spellbmdmg anyway An irrepressible 
artiste On impulse, she would spring upon 
a chair with a paint brush and make a 
flawless, sweeping maroon arc on an 
off-white wall in the family drawing¬ 
room—and voiJa' there appeared like 
magic in one unbroken Ime the seven foot 
portrait of an elegant woman sitting en¬ 
folded in a saree, face mystenously hid¬ 
den, in an attitude of sensuous contempla¬ 
tion Her poetry, too, was published from 
time to time ui the Sunday newpapers She 
was truly Indian in the rarest sense of the 
word, blessed with the innate sophistica¬ 
tion of a princess and the blind mt^esty of 
a village belle Totally without uihibitions 
Then, one day, another sprite entered 
her life He was an Australian called Kim 
He was almost her exact counterpart A 
roving journalist by profession, he was 
also a poet and an artist who could unfold a 
landscape like a magic carpet across the 
four walls of a room with the broad, playful 
strokes of a brush He couldn’t dance at 
all, but he walked with cat-like grace His 
blue eyes reflected our October skies and 
his tousled blond curls shone like spun gold 
in the sunset An unspoiled boy spnte with 
a clean-shaven, cherubic face A Percy 
Bysshe Shelley 

He used to travel all over the country 
and wrote a popular column for a local 
daily He wrote on all sorts of sutqects 
from descnptions of the Himalayas to 
more scholarly items like Moghul minia¬ 
tures, Huidu scupiture, the genius of ^ 
lagore and the mystique of the Indian | 


Ihey say if you want to get married, 
first take a good look at the girl’s 

Jack Dantes was one of mother—the picture of your wife 20 years 

hence So Kim met her mother, by intent 
or not I don’t know She was a widow, but 
verv self assured and apparently from a 
Westernised family Spoke Bengali at 
home but was equally at home with 
female form Kim had a variety of interests English (which she spoljB without the 
and helped plan early pubhc relations films faintest trace of an accent) Except for her 
for ICI Incidentally, he was also endowed biatg eyes, she didn’t resemble her daugh 
with the gift of blmd modesty and some- ter physically Rather squat and well-built, 
times answered the door in the altogether with a squaie jaw that was businesslike 
Not that you d noUce anything amiss Only and uncompromising She had devastating 
bbnd modesty could carry it off with ^^harm She was dark-skinned and was 
aplomb fondly mcknamed Blackie’ by her sundry 









blends. She didn’t mind being called 
‘Blackie’, that’s how forward she was. She 
was the life of any conversation and 
benevolently shrewd. No flies on her. Her 
cultural interest encompassed all the arts, 
East and West. In ^ct, she epjoyed the 
best of both worlds. 

Coupled with all this, her measure of 
commonsense and resoluteness had seen 
her through 15 years of widowhood, 
bringing up a son and a daughter through 
the ranks of the best schools possible. 
Could be very commanding and deman¬ 
ding. Kim was a great admirer of hers and 
attended to her every want with filial 
devotion. An absolute slave. So now you 
know why 1 would never have married 
Sheila, if that were possible. One day, she 
was going to be 40. 

K im left for England on some journalis¬ 
tic mission, but found himself subject 


to the laws of conscription. He refused to 
be conscripted and was subsequently 
arrested as a ‘conscientious o^ector’ and 
removed to a prison in Dublin. 

There followed between Dublin and 
Calcutta possibly the greatest exchange of 
love letters of this century. Love in black 
and white between two pining and very 
talented souls. There is no trace of these 
letters, now lost to posterity. With their 
fine sensibilities, they must have chiselled 
sentences as passionately as anything 
D.H. Lawrence had written. From her 
mother I learnt that they sometimes wrote 
white-hot sonnets to each other, some of 
them anguished epics laced with passages 
of blind modesty. I would have willingly 
parted with my complete works of 
Shakespeare for a peek at that corres¬ 
pondence. 

A couple of years later, the war was 



' over and Kim returned to Calcutta. I was 
too busy to keep up with my social 
contacts, but I’d meet the couple occa¬ 
sionally, he in sandals and shorts, brows¬ 
ing at a Park Street pavement bixikstall. 
Another couple of years went by when 1 
met Sheila on Park Street again, but this 
time she was in the company of a tall, slim, 
bronze Englishman, moustache and aU. 
very much the shiksri type. A real lady’s 
man. She introduced him to me as ‘Jim’. 
No explanations followed. Whatever hap¬ 
pened to Kim? 

Out of curiosity I dropped into Kim's flat 
and this time, a tall, thin lady in an 
ankle-length dress answered the door. 
Her red hair streaming down to her waist. 
I spent an hour with them and learnt that 
this lady was Kim’s fiancee, Jenny. She 
had been his childhood sweetheart—a 
rebound with vengeance. Kim informed 
me that Sheila and Jim were coming for 
dinner if I’d care to stay. I was too busy. 
Kim and Jenny returned to Australia and 
I’ve never seen them again. Soon after. 
Sheila married Jim. 

Jim was an executive in a large British 
firm. He was the opposite of Ito. Very 
extrovert, not inclin^ to things artistic. 
And was, in fact, an enthusiastic shikan. In 
the years that followed, 1 would meet 
Sheila and Jim by chance at the theatre or 
a music concert or m art exhibition. 
Apparently she was subtly inculcating hun 
into the arts and he was apparently taking 
to it like a deprived fish to water. 

Through her mother, I heard that Jim 
was in turn widening her interests in 
masculine sports like shikar, polo, rugby 
and cricket. He himself was a public school 
product and firmly believed that the battle 
of Waterloo had been won on the playing 
fields of Eton. (Wellington, of course, 
believed otherwise and had once described 
his victorious army as “the scum of the 
earth enlisted for drink’’.) Actually, Jim did 
have the seeds of cultural awareness 
inside him, but the Engish public school 
system had drilled it out of him. If you 
preferred poetry to rugby, you were a 
sissy. There were no two ways about it. 
Obviously, Jim was putty in the hands of 
Sheila who, gently yet firmly, destroyed 
the veneer of his public school mentality. 

Jim rose to be managing director of his 
company and with the fli^t of time soon 
retired. The last 1 heard of Sheila and Jim 
was that they had bought a house in the 
heart of Thailand where, like lotus eaters, 
they planned to spend the rest of their 
lives in pursuit of the beatific mysteries of 
Angkor Wat. 

Just like a Somerset Maugham story. 
Hardly fictitious. ■ 

The author, a weHknown Sfpjre in the 
city's media and entertainment circles, 
passed away a few months ago. 












Eve-teachers, 

Ahoy! 

P resident R. Venkatara- 
man last month awarded 
the Shaurya Chakra to 
Monisha Verma, the first 
woman to be accorded this 
honour. What Monisha, a 
keen sportswoman, actually 
did to merit the award was 


to foil the attempts of five 
Delhi Transport Corporation 
employees to assault her in a 
moving bus. Not content 
with having engineered her 
own rescue, Monisha set out 
to “do something positive for 
women." She set up an orga¬ 
nisation called Rakshak to 
impart training in self- 
defence to college girls and 
young women in Delhi who 
have to confront eve-teasers 
regularly, for, as Monisha 
put it, "nowhere is the prob¬ 
lem of eveteasing so acute 
as in Delhi. ” 

True'enough, for the sor¬ 
did pleasure that has gripped 


the young and not-so-young 
men in Delhi carries such an 
aura that public support tilts 
in favour of the assailants. 
What is most alarming is that 
the trend seems to be gain¬ 
ing ground elsewhere. A 
couple of weeks ago, armed 
eve-teasers attacked a 
schoolbus near Dhanbad, 
beat up the boys and parents 
in it, and set about molesting 
the girl students. Such a 
phenomenon may be un¬ 
heard of in West Bengal, but 
thanks to people who come 
from places where eve teas¬ 
ing is commonplace, the 
trend may soon gather 


momentum here. While 
organisations like Rakshak 
come in handy here, one 
hopes the people of this 
state, on whose unstinted 
support a woman in distress 
can count on, be it on public 
transport or thoroughfares, 
will uphold the values that 
set them apart. Whether it is 
an inferiority complex or that 
of being henpecked that 
gives rise to such obnoxious 
and dangerous behaviour is 
secondary; what is impor¬ 
tant is that girls adopt a 
tenacity and the kind of self- 
help that Monisha advocates 
to keep predators at bay 



Bharat! Ray, pro vice-chancellor (academic) of Calcutta University, speaking at 
the seminar while (left) Mother Teresa arrives for the Inauguration 


Guiding Factor 

C alcutta University hai 
opened a centre for 
women, to explore and in¬ 
vestigate the role and status 
of women in society and sug¬ 
gest measures for the de¬ 
velopment of women power. 
This was announced by the 
pro vice-chancellor. Dr 
Bharati Ray, at a recent 
seminar-cum-workshop on 
“Legal literacy for Women" 
organised by Loreto College 
here. As chief guest. Dr Ray 
called on colleges to avail of 
the UGC sponsorship and 
open a women’s study cell 
for action-oriented research. 

The three-day delibera¬ 
tions were inaugurated, 
quite appropriately one 
feels, by Mother Teresa, 
the one woman of this cen¬ 
tury who has selflessly 
served more distressed peo¬ 
ple than all other social 
workers put together. In a 
touching speech the Nobel 
laureate spoke of her in¬ 
teraction with the sick, the 
poor and the homeless, and 
urged people to spread the 
joy of loving—the ideal that 
has been her driving force 
over the years. 

The principal of the col¬ 
lege, Sr Claire MacFarland, 
touched on several salient 
points, noting that women 
were, on the whole, quite 
ignorant about legal matters. 
Her bid to promote legal li¬ 


teracy in this International 
Literacy Year should hope¬ 
fully provide a stepping 
stone for functional literacy 
in this sphere in the near 
future. 

Fr P.D. Mathews, SJ, a 
member of the Legal Aid 
Programme of the Indian So¬ 
cial Institute in New Delhi, 
conducted the seminar and 
came up with some candid 
eye-openers about corrup¬ 
tion in judicial circles, 
afforded by his proximity to 
the Supreme (3ourt. Over 
the three days, Fr Mathews 
explained the constitutional 
provisions (as enshrined in 
Articles 14 to 32) guaran¬ 
teeing rights and special pri¬ 
vileges to women. 

Ms Ruma Pal, an advocate 
of Calcutta Hi^ Court, ex¬ 
pressed her views on “Hindu 
marriage and divorce," while 
social worker Lakshmi Chat- 


teijee rendered a realistic 
exposition on the problems 
of immoral trafficking of 
women. While pimps and 
prostitutes are taken to 
task, she said, the law has 
no provisions to tackle the 
“clients” who create the de¬ 
mand in the first place. Such 
lacunae in the legal system 
invariably encourages im¬ 
moral traffic, often victimis¬ 
ing iiuiocent girls in the bar¬ 
gain. 

Mr Milon Mukherjee, 
another High Court advo¬ 
cate, spoke on dowry and 
dowry deaths. He, too, con¬ 
fessed that the legal system 
offered no remedy; that up¬ 
rooting this evil lies in a 
metamorphosis of social 
values and public conscious¬ 
ness. Justice Ajit Sengupta, 
a judge of the criminal 
bench, drew on his wide ex¬ 
perience to conclude that in¬ 


competent lawyers end up 
misguiding the public and 
said the best solution was 
often out-of-court settle¬ 
ments. 

Mr Shaktinath Mukher¬ 
jee, a senior advocate of Cal¬ 
cutta High Court, followed 
up with a lucid discussion on 
problems faced by women 
workers, observing that 
West Bengal was the most 
progressive state in this 
sphere. Indeed, with the 
election manifestos of sever¬ 
al political parties stressing 
the need for the uplift of 
women, it is incredible that 
hardly any measures are 
being taken for their wel- 
fare. If we are to believe the 
lawyers, the implementation 
of laws is left to unconcerned 
and sometimes unscrupulous 
members of the judiciary. 
Can the esteemed woman 
ju^«8 do nothing to arrest 
this trend? 


Sudipta Bhattacharjee 
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HERfTAGE o ftathin AAitta 



me HAHA BQDm socim 

(Pounded 189^ 




The Maha Bodhi Soaety Bodhi-tree m India and Bo- 

(ongmally The Bodh-Gaya tree m Cevlon A branch of 

MahabotUu Soaety) derives its this tree was sent to Sn Lanka 
name from the tree under (erstwhile Ceylon) by Emper- 

which, more than 2,000 years or Asoka, 
ago, Lord Buddha took his This society was formed at 

adamantine seat ( Vajrasana) first to resuscitate the ancient 

and visualised the Truth, the site at Buddha Gaya and along 

Reality. This tree was an with it the Maha Bodhi Temple 

Asvattha (Feus Rebgiosa) built thereon at a later date and 

which was sanctified by Sid- to make it a hallowed pilgrim 

dhartha Gautama’s attaining place for all the Buddhists of 

supreme knowledge (Bodhi) Asia. In January 1891, Anagar- 

beneath its shade. Thus it ika Dharmapala, a disting- 

came to be known as the uished soon of an aristocratic 


family of Ceylon, visited Bud¬ 
dha Gaya His heart borke 
when he found that Buddha’s 
images were being described 
by the local people as one or 
other of Brahm^c deities He 
deaded to restore the place to 
Its legitimate custodians, the 
members of the Sanghd On 
May 31, 1891 the Budh-Gaya 
Mahabodhi Society was estab¬ 
lished at Colombo, with the 
objectives of a Buddhist 
Monastery, a Buddhist Col¬ 
lege and maintaiiung a staff of 
Buddhist Bhikshus at Buddha 
Gaya representing the Buddh¬ 
ist countries of China, Japan, 
Siam, Cambodia, Burma, 
Ceylon, Chittagong, Nepal, 
Tibet and Arakan, and publir.a- 
tion of Buddhist literature in 
Engbsh and Indian vernaculars. 

In no time, branches of this 
society were estabbshed ui 
different countries The Maha 
Bodhi Society of Indu aims at 
providmg faubties for the 
propagation and understanding 
of Lord Buddha’s messages It 
firmly bebeves that this would 
provide a cementing force for 
building better relations among 
different countpes 

In 1904, after the rest 
houses were built at Samath 
and Buddha (laya, tlie head¬ 
quarters of the Maha Bodhi 
Society were shifted from Cal¬ 
cutta to Benaras However, 
the headquartei s were later 
reverted to Cak utta In 1915, 
the Maha Bodhi So< letv of In¬ 
dia became a registered body 
and regulai office-bearers 
were elected, with Sir Ashu- 
tosh Mookerjee as its presi¬ 
dent 'I he foundation stone of 
the '/ihara was laid ui Calcutta 
on December lb, 1918, and it 
was opened on November 20, 
1920 by H E Fxird Ronald 
shay 

ITie sketch shows the 
headquarters of the Maha 
Bodhi Society of India at 4A 
Bankim Chattepee Street in 
central Calcutta 













































F rancis Qroser pays a well 
deserved tribute to "My 
Prima Donna". 

"To the regulars on the 
AQUO quiz circuit, Caro 
Basil whose unexpected 
death a few weeks ago came 
with shocking suddenness, 
will always be associated 
with quizzing in general and 
the Octave in particular 
Caro, however, was a man 
of many talents and wide- 
ranging interests Consi¬ 
dered against that back¬ 
ground, quizzing formed only 
a tiny part of his many other 
activities. 

"Quizzing entered Caro's 
life rather late, but looking at 
it now. It seems to me that it 
was inevitable that he would 
have been involved. To tell 
the truth. Caro became a 
quizzard by happenstance I 
can remember the first ever 
quiz he took part in, the D.l. 
Open Quiz of 1975. where 
because of his Anglo-Indian 
affinity Blair Williams asked 
him to appear for the Ran¬ 
gers Club. That, as it were, 
was the spark which kindled 
his interest in quizzes, so 
much so that he appeared 
for the Rangers again in the 
one and only Rangers Open 
in January 1976 When sub¬ 
sequently the Rangers quiz 
team folded, I approached 
him to join the Octave and it 
was with great difficulty 
that I finally persuaded him 
that he was not ousting any¬ 
one from the team 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who is called “The Mos¬ 
cow Communist Party 
Maverick"? (Binayak Das, 
Shillong 4) 

2. Which US Presidents 
died on the same day? 
(Sunil Monohar Barpanda, 
Balangir 45) 

3. What is an autoporo- 
meter? (Sheikh Abdur 
Rab, Burdwan 51) 

4. In corporate manage¬ 
ment, what is “featherbed¬ 
ding”? (Sunil Madho- 
garhia, Calcutta 54) 

5. In which film did Mukesh 
make his debut as a play¬ 
back singer? (Jaydeep 
GuhaThakurta, 



QUIZ □ Nell O'Brien 


rOQ rrf/fOiieafton:Whatare“aanltaryalr^ 

ports"? (Shuvomoy Ghatak, Room No 53 
N.R.S. Medical College Boys Hostel Cal- 
wSW cutta 700 014). 

Ana: Airports which allow aircraft In- 

- 1 —:::—fected with particular disease germs to 

land. This Infected aircraft may come from an area 
where an infectious disease has taken the shape of an 
epidemic. In India, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras air¬ 
ports are designated as “sanitary airports”. 


“Having Caro in the 
Octave was a great feeling 
and I remember what a 
wonderful experience it was 
when we won the 1976 
Eddie Hyde It was not the 
last time we ever won a quiz 
because we won the 1986 
Argus Plate but it was the 
last lime the Octave ever 
won an open quiz. It could 
very well be the last time the 
Octave's name appears on a 
quiz trophy since three of the 
four members of that winning 
team. Brian, Martin and 
Caro, are no more. 

"Caro's contribution to the 
Octave was immeasurable 
When Brian and I were sud¬ 
denly transferred to Delhi in 
1977, Caro it was to whom 1 
handed over responsibility 
for keeping the team going. I 
must say that he did that 
quite admirably. In fact, with 
me tucked away in Delhi, 
Caro was the Octave's front 
man and it is not unnatural 
that the younger Qener^^tlon 
of quiz people in Calcutta 
looked to him as leader of 


Calcutta 91) 

6. Who said. “The lathi 
blows hurled at me will 
prove as nails in the coffin 
of British imperialism"? 
(Lalitendu Pradhan, Jhar- 
suguda 3). 

7. What is ‘ringolevio’? 
(Zeenat Afrin, Calcutta 16) 

8. Which was the first 
animal millionaire? (Murali 
Panicker, Calcutta 29) 

9. What is pato? (Navin Kr. 
Gambhir, Calcutta 9) 

10. What is dog-tooth? 
(Othello Mazoomdaar, 
Calcutta 61). 


ANSWERS 


'dJiueoeiMisiuiod 
pesjej e ukm| 6ug«pri- 


the Octave and so he was. 
Caro was a fierce loyalist 
and had fixed ideas about 
his and the team's rights as 
senior quizzards. His princi¬ 
ples would not permit him to 
sit through a qualifying eli¬ 
mination round and his per¬ 
sonality, honed from years 
on the stage, was rather like 
that of an operatic leading 
lady. One of my duties was, 
whenever the occasion de¬ 
manded, to soothe ruffled 
feathers and attempt to pour 
dll on troubled waters. I cal¬ 
led him the Octave's prima 
donna and he guffawed 
adding “Yes I am, and so I 
bloody well should be!". 

"Whether it was a pre¬ 
monition or not I cannot say, 
but shortly before he died 
when speaking to Neil and 
David (my brother) at sepa¬ 
rate occasions. Caro 
broached the subject of retir¬ 
ing from quizzing in general 
except for the Summer In¬ 
vitation Quiz. I shall never 
know whether he would ever 
have carried through with his 
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plan. All 1 can say is that it 
will never be the same on tin 
Octave without Caro. In fact, 
I wonder if I would be able to 
sit for the team again with 
the memory of Caro ever 
there. Caro making irreve¬ 
rent remarks about the quiz 
master or the question he 
had asked. Caro going “I 
knew it" when unfailingly the 
Octave drew the Hindi music 
in the audio round. But most 
of all and particularly after 
the D.l. and SUfnmer Invita¬ 
tion Quizzes, I shall miss hin 
at the post-mortem over 
drinks on the evening's hap¬ 
penings when essentially the 
D.l. and Octave teams woulc 
animatedly gather round dis¬ 
cussing what was and what 
might have been. Caro was 
always involved and when 
the last point had been dis¬ 
cussed and the last pint had 
been downed, he would 
drive David and me home. 
There he would wish us 
goodnight and say how 
much he looked forward to 
having me on the Octave for 
the next quiz. I shall miss 
you, my prima donna, my 
friend." 

All regular quizzards of the 
city will miss this colourful, 
jovial and lovable personality 
as we echo Francis Groser’s 
fond sentiments. 

Postscript: There are three 
days of quizzing this week at 
the Daihousie Institute for 
the Errol Cowper Trophy. 
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(kvdsidtin^ firt all but 
(onsumtd the presti 
gious Vigyan Bhnan building 
in New IJilhi itctntly the 
damage wab estimated at 
seveial crotes of rupees Ihe 
lire broke out on the second 
Hoot just as the meetings of 
the state secretaries of informa 
bon and cinematography and 
directors-general of pobte re 
convened after a tea break late 
afternoon due to a suspected 
short climit in the an 
conditioning system I he 'uiy 
of the flames was fought for 
four hours by 14 fire lenders 
including six snorkel tenders 
Sabobigc was among the pos 
sibilitics and the Delhi police 
(Ximnussioner himself said. 
Nothing can be ruled out "■ 
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I t’s Kamba, it’s Samba, it’s 
floats, It’s parades, it’s 
comical—pure, healthy, 
clean fun It’s the carnival, one 
of the rarest celebrations of 
the world, four days of non 
stop frenzy—of parades, balls, 
feasting and merriment 





The ongin of the carnival 
can be traced to the feasts of 
the anb-Chnstian times like 
the Bacchanalulh feast cele¬ 
brated twice a year by the 
Romans in winter and summer 
and the Lupercalian fesUvities 
in honour of Pan and Ceres 
Pan—the half man and half 
goat pastoral god—and 
Ceres—the Roman goddess of 
harvest and gram 
The carnival, however, is 
neither pagan nor Christian, 
neither plebeian nor patncian 
for that matter There is no 
caste, no creed, no social 
snobbery, and the nth and the 
poor celebrate together It is 
also a festival that ushers in 
the spring and bids goodbye to 
the harsh winter It is time to 
share the harvest and savour 
the fruits of the new season, a 
time to love and live 
Carnival time is celebrated 
in Latin Amentan and a few 
European countnes with great 
pomp and show People let 
their hair down and enjoy 
themselves silly before the 
coming of the penod of Lent 
and fasting These celebra¬ 
tions are meant as a sort of 
valedictory consolation for the 
pnvations about to follow dur¬ 
ing the penod of Lent 
Another very practical 
reason for the feasting and 
merriment was the necessity 
of fimshing the food which 
could not be eaten during 
Lent—meat, butter, cheese, 
milk, eggs, fats and bacon, 
which could not even be kept 
m homes during the fast days 
of Lent This meant an in¬ 
creased consumption of rich 
food the week before Ash 
Wednesday Thus came the 
names, ‘Fat Days’ ui Poland, 
‘Mandi Grass’ m France and 
Amenca and ‘Butter Week’ in 
the USSR. During these days 
before Ash Wednesday all the 
fetty rich food had to be con¬ 
sumed 

Nowhere is the carnival 
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celebrated in a bigger way than 
in Brazil. The carnival in Rio 
de Janiero is four days of 
barely controlled hysteria that 
reaches the point of insanity. 
Thousands oi visitors join the 
Brazilians and dedicate them¬ 
selves to forgetting reality and 
ignoring tomorrow. 

The three principal aspects 
of Kio’s carnival are the cos¬ 
tume balls, the street carnival 
parades and the blocos, that is, 
street parades organised by 
different blocks. Night clubs 
and discotheques throw par¬ 
ties where ail are welcome. 

Those who have not been to 
Rio to experience this festival 


It takes little to 


have Goans 


celebrating. And 


carnival time is 


hardly somethin 


ey will let pass 


quietly! 


Text, photogt^aphs and 
illustrations: 

Arthur Cardozo 

can get a taste of Rio nght 
here in the fun-loving state of 
Goa. Though opposed by a 
section of the Church as bemg 
over-commercialised, the car¬ 
nival IS still celebrated with 
great revelry in this one-time 
Portuguese colony of Goa. 

Francisco Martin, better 
known for his creative floats of 
Goa in the Republic Day para¬ 
des, IS one of the chief promo¬ 
ters of these celebrations. His 
efforts m the float competi¬ 
tions that are organised have 
given him numerous prizes. 
Mr Martin feels that the car¬ 
nival is nothing but clean fun 
and that there is no reason 
why a section of the Chiurch 
should make an issue of these 
celebrations as being harmful 
to the youth. The carnival, he 
feels, is four days during which 
the people forget all their wor¬ 
ries and make merry, before 
the period of Lent. 

Gw has always celebrated 
the carnival in a big way. It 













was only durmg the last two 
years that these celebrations 
were subdued due to pressure 
from certain sections of the 
Church who felt it was cor¬ 
rupting the youth and also 
owing to the language agitabon 


in Goa. But this year, once 
again, the carnival was m full 
swing and Mr Martin foresees 
a bigger celebration next year. 

On the first day. Fat &tur- 
day —Sabado Gardo in Portu¬ 
guese—the carnival proces¬ 
sion gets off to a merry start 
led by King Momo who is an 
individual chosen on the 
grounds of his humorous char¬ 
acter. The procession starts in 
Panjim and passes through' 
other towns like Murgao. The 
crowds that gather to see the 
float competiUons are mas¬ 
sive. These floats are also a 
photographer's delight and 
there are a number of them at 


these celebrations. The para¬ 
de route IS lined with judges, 
spectators, the press and 
police, and TV and movie 
crews. In the villages they 
dress up m weird costumes 
and throw confetti and col¬ 
oured powder ‘bombs’. They 
sing traditional Goan mandos 
and Portuguese songs. 

It is often said that a Goan 
needs only the slightest bit of 
an excuse to begin enjoying 
himself—he has music in his 
blood and dance in his limbs. 
Here, too, it is the fancy-dress 
balls that are the most orga¬ 
nised form of merriment. The 
notable balls are the Red and 




Black Ball and the Sinquebm 
Carnival Nite. Other than 
these, there are a number of 
dances throughout the length 
and breadth of Goa. The 
atmosphere is one of high fre¬ 
quency of Latin American 
&mba, Goan Mando and Por¬ 
tuguese Romp. 

The whole joyous mood 
really makes one wish that the 
carnival were a national festiv¬ 
al—most of all because it is 
non-retigious. ■ 
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T o a truck operator, his 
vehicle is often as dear 
as a member of his fami¬ 
ly In exchange of the care 
testowed on it, a truck gives 
back to Its owner sufficient re¬ 
turns to enable him not only to 
maintain his family m reason¬ 
able comfort, but ^so to add to 
the number of his wheeled 
assets No wonder many 
owners have their trucks col- 
ourfiilly painted, just as they 
would like their children to 
wear bright and smart clothes 
Among the many motifs 
drawn on trucks are gods and 
goddesses, religious symbols, 
animals and birds as well as 
pleasant sceneries, flowers or 
maybe just some design fan¬ 
cied by the artist 
Truckers from all over the 
Hindi belt m northern India 
seem to have a preference for 
a composite painting of Shiva 
and Durgd A large number of 
trucks carry this image on the 
crest of the driver's cabin 
Painted on glass with fluores¬ 
cent colours, these are fixed 
with a light bulb behind them, 
so that after sundown, the 
li^t can be turned on to make 
the portraits of Shiva and Dur 
ga visible in the dark 
A Sikh truck owner would 
prefer a portrait of one of the 
venerable Sikh gurus Sepa 
rate pictures of Shiva or Durga 
as well as Lord Krishna in 
many of his playful childhood 
moods are also populSr but 
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these are usually painted on 
the sides of the trucks 

Among the animal motifs, 
the tiger easdy dominates the 
scene Some truckers like to 
identify their vehicles with the 
power and grace of the great 
cat from the Indian jungle Pic¬ 
tures of bulls and rows are also 
very popular 

Amongst buds a falcon is 
most favoured probably for its 
association with speed And 
the lotus IS the most painted 
flower 

In a country as big as India, 
often a truck has to stay on the 
road for a number of days on 
Its journey from one state to 
another That necessitates 
provision of a reasonable de¬ 
gree of comfort m the driver’s 
cabm Beside the driver’s 
seat IS another far his helper 
The long back seat serves as a 
bunk as well, while an upper 
bunk above the back seat pro¬ 
vides a second sleeping 
accommodation The ceiling of 
the cabm is the only conve¬ 
nient area where a truck artist 
has the maximum scope for 
displaying his skill But mstead 
of pamt, here the work is done 
with leather, foam, coloured 
plastic or laminated sheets and 
light bulbs Embroidered de- 
si^s are also used 

Between themselves, the 
proud truck owners and the 
unsung truck artists add a col- 
ourfril dimension to a tough 
and demanding profession. ■ 


Tr:i\\’l!in,U ih »\m i !< 'iirh 
hi.^h\s <iys, iruckc'i- 
to l.R'O tl 1( I'J'-tii 
liio with ii colourful ti ' >111. 

f\run Ganguly briuys 
"this novel ;it 1 into sluirp 
focus 
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W hen 39 member nations of the 
Antarctic Treaty meet at Santiago 
next October to decide Antarc¬ 
tica’s environmental future they may be 
forced to confront an unanswered question 
from the past: Does anyone own the ice- 
capped continent? 

Dormant for almost 30 years, the issue 
was rudely awakened at last year’s biennial 
treaty meeting in Pans. 

French environment minister Brice 
LaLonde accused Chile and Argentina of 
"nationalist behavior" because they re¬ 
jected French and Australian demands that 
Antarctica be made a world park where 
mining and oil development would be per¬ 
manently banned. LaLonde also excori¬ 
ated Britaui and the US for opposing the 
demands. The resulting media bbtz threw 
the regular meeting into chaos, forcing 
delegates to convene two unprecedented 
spe<^ meetings next fall to discuss the 
so-called Wellington Convention, which 
started it all. 

'The convention, under laborious nego¬ 
tiation since 1977, provides that mineral 
exploration and exploitation can take place 
in Antarctica only after rigid scientific and 
engineering requirements are met and 


Competing ciainis on the 
.Antarcticii nre di\ id ing the 
J'reaty Nati oi i s. The point 
Is;TJoes tlieTce-ciipped 

eontinentT)elong to 

an>- o/ie? 




only by mutual consent of all treaty mem¬ 
bers. 

For Argentina and Chile the special ses¬ 
sions will merely bring matters home 
where they belong. Both nations claim 
large chunks of the continent and genera¬ 
tions of schoolchildren have grown up 
studying maps that show “Antartida 
Argentina” or "Provincia Antarctia” as 
part of the national patrimony. Both na¬ 
tions have underlined their claims by 
establishing colonies there, complete with 
banks, post offrces, tourist facilities, 
schools and year-round family housing. 
Since 1978 sbc Argentine mothers have 
given birth at Base Esperanza on the tip of 
the Antarctic Peninsula. Chile’s modem 
airport and sheltered anchorage at King 
George Island have made Chile vital to the 
logistics needs of treaty members. 

“We Chileans are nearest to being 
"homo antarcticus,’” says Ambassador 
Fernando Zegers Santa Cruz, head of 
Chile’s delegation. "We lie only 500 miles 
from Antarctica. What happens there 
affects us directly. We introduced the idea 
that any plans for the Antarctic environ¬ 
ment must also consider the dependent 
ecosystems. Nobody is more dependent 
than Chile and Argentina. Chile is the 
third-largest fishing nation in the world. If 
anything happens to our ocean currents. 


thete go our fish. 

“At present, the treaty nations are res¬ 
trained from mineral development only by 
a voluntary moratorium that Chile prop¬ 
osed in 1970. The Wellington minerals 
agreement fills a legal vacuum that mi^t 
otherwise permit unregulated exploitation. 
It requires that you must have enough 
scientific knowledge of any area you are 
exploiting in order to make it safe—know¬ 
ledge that does not exist today or for the 
forseeable future.” 

Argentina’s minister for Antarctic 
affairs, Alberto Luis Daverede, puts it 
more bluntly. “Australia and France say 
they have to respond to citizen concern 
ivith the environment,” he says. “We 
share the same goals, but not the 
n.ethods. Not with big words are we going 
to protect the environment, but with se¬ 
rious work within tlie system. We believe 
these big new initiatives are contrary to 
Article 4 of the treaty. National claims are 
a very important issue. ” 

Article 4 carefully spells out that mem¬ 
ber nations neither recognise nor reject 
existing claims, and that “no acts or activi¬ 
ties taking place while the present treaty is 
m force shall constitute a basis for assert¬ 
ing, supporting or denying a claim to ter¬ 
ritorial sovereignty in Antarctica. ...” 
Since the treaty also specifies that new 
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Argentint chl^reft walk to ciuaon Antafttka'a fifptl^nza 
Iflaad. CMla aiid ikrtenUai w^iha tiwimtkn^ 
colonlet in Aatarctica. eomplett with haaluipait ofTkeiir 














Cbtiokey Panday and Sooain in iVaAaa Bandi 


AU Information given 
on these pages Is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi KiltDH 


• Amiri Gartbi: Paradise (Ben 
tinck Street ^8S442)—12 i b 9 

A film by Harmesh Malhotra 
starring Jeetendra, Rekha, Kishi 
Kapuor Raj Babbar. Poonam Dhil 
Ion and Neelam Hie music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Azaad Desh Ke Gulam- 


Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road, 242266)—4 shows 

Rekha, Rishi Kapoor, Jackie 
Shroff, Pran and Prem Chopra are 
the major attracbons in this film, 
directed by S A Chandrashekhar 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal 

• Ghar Ho To Aisa: Roxy 
(Chowringhte Place, 2841J8) 
Krishna ( F C Dutta Street 
2'i04i7), Mitra (Bidhan Sarani 
S5im) Pnya (Rashbehan Ave 
nue 464440)—4 shows 
Directed by Kalptaru and with 
music by Bappi Lahin the film 
stars Anil Kapoor Meenakshi 
Seshadn Raj Ku'an, Bindu, Om 
Prakash and Kader Khan 



SataMi Koy and Prasenjlt in Aapan Aamaar AapUn 


• Haatimtai; Opera (Lenin Sara 
n, 281849)—4 shows 

Jeetendra and Sangeeta Bglani 
arc the lead pair in this film, 
directed by Babubhai Mistry The 
music IS by Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Kaail Ganga; New Cinema 
(Lenin Saram, 270147), Orient 
(Bentinck Street, 281917), 
Prabhat (Chittaranjan Avenue, 
390762), Liberty (Sadananda 
Road, 478141), P^masree (Raja 
Raj Kissen Street, 554033)—4 
shows 

A film by R^j Sippy, starring 
Dimple Kapadia, Govinda, Suresh 
Oberoi, Anooradha Patel, Om 
Shivpun, Gulshan Gmver. Satish 
Shah. Goga Kapoor and Prem 
Chopra The music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Lhte (S N 
Banerjee Road, 241383)—10 45. 

2 15. 5 30. 9, Imfira (indra Roy 
Road. 471757)—4 shows. Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street. 552270)—11 10 

The bsggeat hk of Rocnt tanea. 

this tecnyboppers' love story stars 
Salman Khan and debutante 
Bhagyashree llie film is directed 
by Sooraj R Baijatiya and the 
music IS by Raam Laxman 
Dimple Kapadia in Kaail Ganga 


• Nakaa Band!: Hmd (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue, 272473), Crown 
(Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road, 
244822), Moonbgjit (T C Dutta 
Street, 254956), Basusree (S P 
Mukheijee Road, 484808), Khanna 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road. 
552932), Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road. 350680), Bina (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni. 311090)—4 shows 
Dharmendra and Sndevi are the 
lead pair Also m the cast are 
Chunkey Panday, Sonam, Anupam 
Kher and Amnsh Pun The film is 
directed by Shibu Mittra and the 
musK IS by BapiSi Lahur. 


• Aapan Aamaar Aapan: Mi- 

nar (Bidhan Sarani, 552753), Bijoli 
(S P Mukherjee Road, 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, 352740)—4 shows 
A film by Tarun Majumdar, star 
nng Tapas Paul, Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Chatterjee, 
Deepankar De, Shakuntala Barua, 
Biplab Chatterjee. Indrani Dutta, 
Sanghamitra Banerjee, Anup 
Kumar and others The music is by 
R D Burman 

• Andba Blchar: Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street, 
















ly): PF-706 at 1615. 

Calcutta-Rourkela-Ranchl: 

Dep. (1, 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Atr. (1. 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calctttta-Guwahatl-Lllabari- 


Ziro-Daparizo; Dep. (2, 4. 6) 
PF-721 at 0930. Arr. (2. 4. 6) 
PF-722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwabati- 

Dlbrugarb-Passighat'AloBg: 


Dep. (1, 3. 5) PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr (1, 3. 5). PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamsbedpur-Patna: 

Dep. (2. 4, 6)- PF-725 at 0550; 


Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calculta-Obanbad'Gayt 

Patna-Ohanbad-Calcutti 

Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-737 at 060 
Arr. (1. 3, 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


Trains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

Mowfvh 

Time 

On 

2311 

19-00 

OalhI Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amrilaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep - Tues Thurs & Sal 

Arri —Wed Fri & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Patna 

Dep —Mon Wed Fri & Sun 
Arri—Mon Tues Thurs S 

Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-30 

RaldhanI Express 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 


week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Frt 
& Sun 

Arn —Tues Wed Thurs 
Sat & Sun 


2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp 

Tri-Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fri 4 Sal 

Arn - rues , Wed A Sal 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep —Mon 4 Thurs 

Arn —Thurs 4 Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Ooon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18-15 

3006 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

Mithlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Ksnehenjunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalflald Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaansol Exprsss 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Oanapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Arn —Fridav 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tri-wkly Express 

Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sat 

Arn —Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep—Thurs, Sat 4 Sun 

Arn —Tues Wed 4 Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 

Arn-Sat 4 Sun 

730 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) 

Deo 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep & Arri — Sunday 

SmaUmh 

1040 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Dartaallns Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

Jammu Tawl Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Express via 
SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

BhagirathI (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Exprsss Trf-weakly 
Dep 4 Am — wed . Fn 4 Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Oapaitura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Airtval 


Up 

Tlrpa 

Homtmh 

TImo 

On 

6003 

2045 

Madras Mail 

645 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mall la Nagpur 
EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Qltaniali (Bombay) Express 

1^30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Express 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madras)iExpress 

11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

Arn —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

2145 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpiur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupall Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arn—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 
Trlvsndrum Centrat Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14 to 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam & 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Haibour Terminus 
Suparfast Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn 4 Sun 

Arn—Tues 4 Fn 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahati-Bangalors City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 
Patna Weekly. Express (via 
Hosrrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: For round tho clock Information of Eaatom 
Railway trains, ploasa dial 20384B-B4 for in-comlng^tralna; 
203B3S-44 for all other informations. For information 
about rasarvationa on Eastam and South Ea'dtam Raiiways 
trains, diai 203BOO Ifrom S am to 9 pm on waakdaya and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundays and gaaottad holMaysl. 
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GETAWAY SPOTI SoiiMon* IMS latelwd on to ttM a*taw«y •pol 
•bovo To compMo scono, add mlMlng lino* dot to dot 


• SO IIS' If all the sea was ice cream and all the land 
was cake and all the trees were doughnuts some folks 
would YELL BEACH " — W G Patterson Rearrange 
cap letters to form original rhyming word 

pjOM 6u utAgj ieu 6 j(j 


I AND_ 

2_AND_ 

3 _AND_ 

4 _AND__ 

5 _AND_ 

_ AND 


LEND *ANO' A HANOI 

Challange RK Uarto of the dia 
gram above with missing letters to 
form six ei^t-Jelter words contain¬ 
ing the word AND stepped off In the 
mamer shown 

Daflnitlons 

1 FIrepIsee tools 

2 Court game 

3 Puulemsnt 

4 Nativa Hawaiian, lor Inst- 

anca 

5 Shock trooper 

6 Type of drawing 

Upon completing this exercise 
redraw the diagram and see If you 
can find another set of inlercating 
AND words 
Time limit 2 min 

putuMis 8 ocuwuuioo 8 wum 
r Uwuxno C IIWIPUXM a ruOiipuv 1 


• SUM LETTERSI Convsrt 
Igttgn into numbora Mow 
to complgta a proMom in 
addition Haro's how. 
Numbar iattars of words 
SUP'EM0UT1to»,iaftto ! 
right Now, rapiaea iattars 
in addition proMam baiow ' 
with raapactiva digits 
sbova 

Whan tranafarraia ara 
complata, ontira “iot* ba¬ 
iow should add corractiy 

s^aiiwiMr + s: • u ♦ss- is ii«s 





CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six diHer 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them’ Check answers with thoae below 

6ui«<iu 8|»n3 8 IU8J8MIP «| I«1 9 

f Bunuu «i wuoo c Buistiui ti Miiod 2 luswitip si i83 i sajutauiQ 


FUNSPOT 



PUP TENSE' Whs dal7 A dog posing as a ghost! Who ys gonna 
call? GhostbustersI Code 1—Rad 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt 
brown S—Flesh tones 6—tt green 7—Ok brown S—Purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

FURBELOW 


THEN score I peinis each lor all 
words of lour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try «e %cere at least sa paints 
wojq uitjAfut stOtMOd 



































RIES 

Match 21—April 20 

Loans funds invest 
ments marketing 
shifts and transfers are well sig 
nified Happy intimacies and fat 
profits make a pleasuraUe week 
Moments of passion are very 
much there but also see that 
you concentrate on the work 
sector Commuting immigration 
and long-distance journeys are 
indicated An old health problem 
may emerge 

AURUS 

April 21 May 20 

Partnerships at all 
levels will be the 


T 


week s salient features You will 
got your work done Journey and 
communication are also well sig¬ 
nified Romance for the eligible 
It IS time to meet contact and 
communicate Your health im 
proves and so does your effi- 
oency and general performance 
Assignments and contracts offer 
a greater scope to make money 
Collaborations are foretold 

EMINI 

May 21—June 20 

Employed Geminis 
stand to gam Those 


a 



In property and travel also do 
well Ounng the last three days 
of the week your heart goes 
pit a pat Promotion perks and 
possibilities of a new business 
keep you agog and alert By 
July a contract should come 
through A lot of commuting and 
shuttling are predicted dunng 
May 11 16 

ANGER 

June 21—July 20 

The joie de vivn will 
be yours as romance, 
finance travel socialising good 
food and more money fly to you 
A contract can be bagged Job 
satisfaction Is likely It is just the 
nght time for romance It is also 
travel time Except for minor 
ailments your health will be more 
or less sound Home and family 
bnng joy and happiness 

EO 

July 21—August 21 

The homo comes In 
for a lot of care and 
attention Travel may be neces¬ 
sary Romance could be absorb¬ 
ing but not trouble-free It will 
prove expensive too Buying 
selling, shopping investing and 
purchasing are foretold Your 
property and business require¬ 
ments will make you travel 
Health safeguards are essential 
during May 12-15 





IRGO 


IL 

Vi 

August 22 -Sepi 22 



You see more of the 



neighbours and rela 




tives though paradoxically 
enough you could be travelling 
Explorers and scientists will be 
in their element Expect news 
messages and calls Loans and 
funds will be available invest¬ 
ments made and promotion and 
jcerks will be yours 


IBRA 

SepI 23- Oct 22 

Money family and 
entertainment from 
the trio Your earnings spending 
and life-style will be as great as 
ever Like the curates egg ro 
mance will be excellent in bits 
and parts Important transac 
tions as well as investments are 
absolutely certain Travel only if 
absolutely necessary 


BIRTHDAYS 
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Moon aquara Mart: Given the 
{|nt and delermfnaflen, you will 
aat ydur work dond. K it a yetY of 
hm/f aNpentee and pertiaps 
MveMpaenia. Parndyaaparaiiont 
are imMMbie. in thon. a bmn- 
d ( nthed 9^ ism to 
.iMi^yottfiannMohan^ 



root ot a problwn will guarantee 
success While there wM be 
hitches and delays, rest assured 
that you will triumph because of 
the powerful Impact of the sun 
on the moon Have faith and use 
your Imagination Those in busi¬ 
ness do oest 

May 17 

Moon sextHe Venus Those in 
hiroj puK^iase, lease and sales 
run to toe bank In happy and- 
dlpadon A birthysar of growth, 

T axpanslon and happy develop- 
I* inefdi,,Thlsisahappyc(»nbina- 
a^lM^lWtMewfves.i4swiyweds 
aagii^to^toe danger 
0™ t^opldS^HS |)ersisis 

May 

lasi quartan ApudM: 

tnie hatos you in axpan-, 
togn im progress iM (tof wito- 
'oidoonflkdand somaMpoBltlon. 
OdctoSr an# Mosfhber 

a I ’I. 

, tribe Jti^tor: awMoijA 

■ ss&SS&i&t, 

mtirt ttmti iiitt intTistmnf 



CORPIO 

Oct 23—Nov 22 

Property travel ro 
mance and marriage 
make a fine quartet Romance 
will be hectic but satisfying The 
full mooon in your sign indicates 
expansion A journey with a sto 
pover IS indicated The focus is 
on communication Health prob 
lems specially breathing blood 
circulation colds and knee ail 
ments continue to worry you A 
property deal could come 
through » 



AGiTTARIUS 

Nov 23—Doc 20 

The main trends of 
the week are secret 
meetings journeys collabora 
tions and foreign and loca' trips 
and ties Romance children and 
hobbies make a tripod for you 
Be ready to shell out money as a 
shopping and spending spree is 
on the cards Important business 
negotiations and deals are also 
foretold 

APRICORN 

Dec 21 Jan 19 

Friends pitch in for 
you money hugs you 
and luck favours you You will 
have your full share of romance 
The next 21 days are for a thick 
wad of crisp currency notes 
negotiations deals offers prom 
otion of products and resounding 
success Mars propels you to 
travel and this should be well 
worth It 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Feb 18 

On the work front you 

- will be firing on all 

cylinders Romance though not 
ruled out will not be of primary 
importance By June you should 
clinch a big financial deal Your 
work will make you travel a lot 
Minor health problems continue 
to nag you It is time to deck your 
home and feel mighty proud 
Clothes and toys for kids are a 
must 

- ISCES 

Fob 19—March 20 

Journey ceremony 

-jjublicity and mighty 

progress in work are the week s 
highlights Your love will be a 
flame with your beloveds dear 
name An opportunity to make a 
fast buck as well as long-range 
planning for future security will 
be available Traders employers 
and those In service do well 
Health remains fine provided you 
cultivate a balanced and disci¬ 
plined habit 
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MANDRAKE By Ue Folk 


IF W£ POM r 
STOP killer 
OIL SPILLS ' 



l>OLPHINS C/tM ccwraoi Ml seA 
Life CAH ueftcr flSM AKMY f/!0*4 
OUR NETS NO MORE SEA f OOP 


THEr CANSENP nWAlES TO 

OYEirru/w f/sN/Ns sa^rs 












































































CANDID CAMERA 



If you look at your motherland with black-tinted glasses, you will, of course, 
find enough cause for Tamil separatism. You will even criticise IPKF's 
“genocide” against the Tamils and champion the LTTE. You will then, like 
Tamil Nadu chief minister M. Kaninanidhi,garland yourself for the anti-national 

tirade.... Photograph by ASHOK VAHIE 
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' .il* ' "ei-/< •>"'* 


;'W-lwi;'*''r 

fia^: 

...... i^itia'iriiSIk^' ' : 

^tl$^ in he had acted 20. . - 
,»eaa niilar a Natkmal 
'MDvie’B Cto Ana<195SX 
' . it ;iMa abo of the. 
Writer to -My \{*r«iii . 
Chotaa hu not hdim suc¬ 
cess in chans^ Mi nt- 
age to spite of tonys inta 
diaracter action Prm has 
done very weB in positive 
ntoa ee to /atoi Tom to . 
-jiiUdfi ito toe trotoded 
bther pf .k posseised.^ 

In IJnfcar. he'vn not just 
aiiotoer v&jn, hut i>&ge 


Vr 



to'’.intoMt'"hcstodBii' yen. 
pOpMar.. Krpffi' Stototow' 
Kik Keeamt'IM 
fbtotv to OesA Aanee; 
fnUkBob^, Tltobut Pmn 
A MoKto; 
Pmdya .to .Setaab; toimj 
ftofcar, Amtoia 'Kamooa. 
AAtaai^'to OaHk Prefn 
Chopca'hss proved Mtnsetf 
to be a match to PraiL 
IbniiMd! N Ttwari, 
Calcutta 

to'Pitoi sltouM.iiighto'.to^ 
been called, 'Star^ Ba^ 

maaftV to your jcovto sto<y- 

la fflms’ he acts as a y&to, 
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Praaand Prem Chopra: 

youth wto) to the dty 
and is misled into thiiddpg 
that rural life is backwani 
;In Do Raaste, too, he jday- 
ed a good guy who gradut^ 
^ gets inflwnced by hisi 
wicked wife and turns hos> 
tile. One of his ipoto strtor 

tog pertormances «Bto\to. 
Po An^ where he . 
toe middle class Amitafahb 
jtootd. 

- He has done roles with a 
dotnto tobcfa in ApsJtoiiand 
pihjpa Ibiatam wito great 
iauocess* He has alad p%* 
ed the good guy to Fm 


Vlltains of apiece 

but in his personto life, he 
is a gentleman. 

Mithon Chakraborty 
who, from a vagabond to 
Me eatoer days, bedime 
the todustry's highest tax 
payer shoi|U be ctoled *lhe 
' ,.‘^Good-Ba4''MtoiV.' “ ■ 

'.CtilCUtta;;'- ' . ' 

J'' ' t?;'- ■' 

„■ »It-ipto' bto!(^'-hur m 
pectatoms that yon would 
' put Fktoi eii 'the co^-, 




Mso puMiab toigtoM 
songs atong wito toe tfsis- 
latiotts to hop us appied* 
ate them better. ' 

. Md. Miumihq Ahhtar, 
Calcutta 

Uncalled For 
Drawing 

The cover atory on Devi 
Lai (Taurua’, March 11) 
made good reaiBng, but the 
cartoon was Mxiolutefy un¬ 
called for md hurt the 
senttoienta of Christiana. Is 
the vocabulary <d.the car¬ 
toonist so Itodted thst he 
can think of nothtog other 
than words film Trimty' 
and *H<dy Ghost? Ouist- 
ians are a peace-iovtog peo¬ 
ple, but they should not be 
taken for granted. 

SenJay Bose, 

New Delhi 

■ We are constrained to 
protest stron^y against 

S ir piiMishtog die uncal- 
fa and motivated car¬ 
toon touting the re&toous 
sentiments of the minority 
Christian cmnmunity. We 
regard with utmost hoii- 
bess the Holy Trinity as 
tile basis of our Christian 
doctrine. 

At a time when our dear 
motherland is troubled with 
communalism, you are ex¬ 
posing yourselves to the 
offence of tonning such 
cancerous growth. Will you 
dare to do tiie same with 
Islan or Sikhism? H you 
are todtoed to bring the 
idea of the TJitooly Trinity* 
to the oartooR, vtoy don’t 
gou draw the analogy with 
Bfahms^ Vishnu and 
'hitotototor?-.. 

Rwy- MJC. Swannkar, 

Ceneral. secretary^ The 
AssemUiea of. God of 

Ini^. -' ' ' 

’• "'T^TS’T. • >. >■ 


TheTdegraph 

27 MAY 1990 


Stanley Laurel, of the 
riotously funny Laurel and 
Hardy team, is 100 years old. 
A tribute to the tton-fat duo of 
rib-ticklers. 
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■ Rabindrajayanti 

was celebrated for the first 
time in Bangladesh on a 
national level. A photofeature 
on the three-day festival 
there. 
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I Mr Tile Japanese are 
naturally interested in 
earthquakes. Hence it is not 
surpnsing that large scale 
sponsorslup of seismology 
research also comes from 
Japan though many countries 
are doing useful work in this 
field. 
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COVER STORY 


Stan Laurel, the senior 
partner of the famous duo 
of rib-ticklers, is 100 
years old. But that has 
hardly dated their sense 

_ of the comic. _ 

Soma Guha and 
Moyna Sen give Laurel 
and Hardy a thump 
on the back 










Flashback: Me And My Pa] (1933) 
Wireless: Ladies and genthmen! It is with 
pleasure that I announce that Mr Oliver 
Norvell Hardy is to be married today at 
high noon to the only dau^ter of that well 
known oif magnate, Mr Peter Cuamiber. 
The wedding is to beheldri^t home and 
will be one ^ those higUiefits of the social 
scene... 

A blissful Mr Hardy is at tea. soothed by 
the words on at. Mr Stanky Laurel 
package under his arm, breaks m <xi the 
radio-radiance. 

OMe (pointing to the package): What’s 
that? 

Stan (scratching Ms head, looking up and 
trying to recall): Uh...weU, it’s a wedding 
present I bought for you. 

OMe: What is it? 

Stan: Guess? 

OMe: I haven’t got time to guess. Open it 
and show it to me. 

With a broad grin, Mr Laurel tears off the 
wrapping and holds up the gift. A jigsaw 
puzzle. 

OMe (disappomted and mystiSed): Now, 
why did you have to buy a thing like that? 
Stan: Well, now that you are going to be 
married, you won’t be going out much at 
night and I thought it’ll be something for as 
to play with. 

OMe: My playing days are over. My time 
is too vMuable to waste on sucA childish 
balderdash. Don’t you realise that I’m 
about to become a big oil magnate? You 
know what a magnate is, don’t you? 
Stan: Sure. A thing that eats cheese. 

L au^ter for a custard-pie! Giggle for 
tateg a tumble! Allround applause 
for a Tubby Titter and a Skinny 
Snicker? Absurd! Ha! Ha! The fat man 
makes eyes at the camera—his timing is 
definitely off—but then, heh, heh...he 
does it a^in and takes off his hat with a 
flick of his finger and...goodness! Fails 
splash into the bath tub! Haw! Ha! Ha! 
Look at the thin guy scratch his head and 
fumble. And scratch his head and fumble. 
And scratch—a shout fi-om the tub. A pull. 
A kick. And ho! ho! A drenched duo. What 
a laugh—no, no, what a gag, pulled off by a 
pair of wags. Set ap^ the whys and 
hows. The critic, take a backseat now. 
Back to Fun—hearty, wholesome and 
dripping with the good d’ days. A ride to 
the start of the last hundred years. When 
Laurel as Arthur Stanley Jefferson was 
bom in Ulverston, En^id on June 16, 
1890. 

‘‘Baw-aw-o-ll-iiii-ee." yelled the new¬ 
born Stan, and promptly two y^s after, 
the roly-poly OlBe took shape in Atlanta, 
USA. Younger while living but older in 
death, Oliver Norvell Hardy was bom on 
January 18, 1892. While he was growing 
up and trying to decide between an 
attorney’s of^ and the cinema, Stan, 


after a grammar school education, was 
already mimi^ out a future at 'The Juve¬ 
nile Pantomime (Company in 1903 and 
playing the musk hdls. 

1910: Busy running a dnema, how was 
Ollie to know that Stanley Laurel, the 
Chaplin understudy, had set foot on C!ol- 
umbus’ land with Fred Kamo’s Con^iany? 
And how was Stan to know that Oliver 
Hardy was just around the comer, running 
a dnema and trying for bit-parts? So it was 
back home and backing Chaplin once again 
for Stanley Laurel 

'Then it was 1913. Laurel in US Vaude¬ 


*Babe’ Hardy, the star of Larry Semon 
comedies, swaggered in on the scene. 

FTasMxKk: The Laurel+Hardy Murder 
Case (1930) 

Legal Notice: Will the heirs to the 
3,000,000 estate of the late Ebenezer 
Laurel be at the LaurM Mansion at 8 
o’clock m the ntgbt for the reading of the 
wB. LA.H. 

Mr Laurel and Mr Hardy decide they 
need a rest They have been looking for 
work since 1920. OMe has a spark. 
OMe: Stan, was your Mtber’s and mother’s 
name Latael? 



Sdll from Song of the Desert 


ville. Hardy, an extra on screen. Laurel 
imitatmg Chaplin. Hardy acting the heavy 
m Billy West comedies. Vera's roll on. 
Enter Stan as Hkkory Hiram in Adolph 
Ramish’s two-reeler Nuts In May (1918). 
Exit Hickory as Stan following the sack 
after three or four shorts. A stint with 
Broncho Billy Anderson in Lucky Dog. 
Next, Stan in a series of spoofs for the 
Metro: Mud And Sand, \ihen Knights 
Were CoU. Move in: Hal Roach and his| 
studio. Move out: Hal Roach and hisi 
studio. Over to Universal and his own The 
Stan LaurelSeries. Luck flunks. Roach to 
the rescue with shorts over 50. 

Laurel was just beginning to enjoy the 
fame of a fiin-fuddled face in 1926, when 


Stan: Sure. Why? 

OMe: Did you ever have any relatives? 

Stan thinks hard. 

OMe: Where were you bom? 

Stan: I don't know. 

OMe (disbelievin^y): C’mon, you don’t 
know where you were bom? 

Stan: Why, I was too young to remember. 
How do I know where I was bom? 
OMe: Didn’t you once teU me that you had 
an unde? 

Stan: Sure, I have an uncte. Why? 

OMe (moving closer): Now we're getting 
somewhere. Is he living? 

Stan: No, he fell through a trap-door and 
broke Ms neck. 

OMe; Was he building a house? 
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STRIPPING FOR A LAUGH 


F or the youngster still to be initiated 
to movie halls, it is in the comic 
books that he takes refuge to be tickled 
by the endless escapades of the bumb¬ 
ling duo. Undoubtedly, it was the 
screen popularity of the two that in¬ 
spired the concept of the comic series 
by Larry Harmon. But that, in turn, 
carved out an audience of its own. In 
fact, the popularity of the comics was 
such that rather thw one depending on 
the success of the other, they be<ame 
two separate success stories. Except, 
that the films had an audience that cut 
across age barriers, while the comk 
strips were basically for the children. 

The fat pompous Ollie, ever- 
domineering and the perpetual bane of 
the bland-faced Laurel's love for a 
peaceful, uxiolent life would be the 
constant butt of the comic situation. In 
his bid to outwit Laurel m situations 
where the latter would, often 
accidentally, carry off a job with com¬ 
plete elan, Ollie would tend himself in 
the most outrageous mess and natural¬ 
ly dump the blame on .Stan. 

Oliver, the hard taskmaster, would 
make the clumsy Stan do the hardy 
jobs like painting the house or chopping 
the wood. Inevitably. Stan would leave 
everything topsy tu^, leaving Ollie to 
tear his hair in utter desperation, while 
he would look on with the unconcerned 
air of a person wtio wonders what on 
earth is all the hullaballoo about. But 
Stan bereft of any ambition or hi^- 
flying ideas is the more practical and 
level-headed of the two, who would 
often see Ollie driving himself into 
trouble, but his warnings would natur¬ 
ally be brushed aside by the ever- 
omfident OUie. Their comedy is essen¬ 
tially situational, slapstick in nature and 
action-packed. But in comic str^ it is 
also necessary to have punchy dia¬ 
logues because it is difficult to sustain a 
reader’s interest with only heavy¬ 
sounding words like ‘thud’, ‘slam', 
‘whoosh’ and ‘boom*. 

Take that camelback ride thrcxigh 
the desert as newly appointed lepon- 
naires. Ollie and Stan encased in a 
uniform and a hat to keep out the de¬ 
sert heat trudge along till Ollie decides 
to confess to his mate his dislike for the 
job. 

Stan: If you don’t like the &>reigp le- 
gion why did you join? 

Otbe; To ieam foreign languages. They 
t(M me the best p^ce to lean them 
was abroad. Why did you join? 

Stan: To karget 


Okie: To forget what? 

Stan: I can't ranember. 

An ofBcer stops than: Hey you two! 
Stan to (Me: He's talking to you. 

(Me: Me? He said ‘you two’ 

Staw That's r^t. If he had wanted me 
too, he'd have said, Tou three'. You're 
so fat, you count fbr two. 

Stanley Laurel’s sense of repartee is 
also mu^ better than his counter¬ 
part’s. In fact, contrary to what most 
critics would have us believe, Stan 
Laurel is a itefinitely opt the durnber of 
the two. He wouki be the 

one to take full advantage of the situa¬ 
tion in most cases and walk away un¬ 
scathed while Hardy would be left 
cursing and wanting to retrieve the 
situation, this time with him in com¬ 
mand. 

Another episode: The two maiiage to 
get a job as airline guards, mainly at 
Oliver Hardy’s initiative, because Stan 
would like nothing better than to laze 
around. 

Stan to OWe: Pethrms it is dangerais, 
(Me. 

OWe: Dmt’t talk ruN>ish, Stanley, What 
on earth can baf^ren to us when we are 
win an aerofdane? 

Stan: Perhaps nothing cm earth can 
happm to us, but plenty can happen in 
the air. 

One of the most hilarious situations 
arise from the constant e^ tussle that 
goes (xt between the two. Laurel is a 
party to it in a much more subdued 
way, not letting it get the better of 
hnnself vdiile plump OOie gives it free 
play and lets himiself into the most 
onbarrassing situations. Stanley wins 
a $10 reward on returning a valuable 
d^ to its owner. Lest Ollie relieves 
him of the money, he returns home 
only after spending it on a good feed. 
OSle not to be outwitted by Stanley, 
goes (mt in search of a valwble dog. - 
The next day Stan finds Ollie behii^ 

Stan: What's happened (Me? 

OWe: (Wth tears streaming down his 
cheeks) Bcx^-hoo, I found a vahabk: 
dc^ but it turned out that I found it 
before it was actually hst 

What probably made the comic 
strips more endearing to the readers 
was the knovdedge that characters 
with names and iqipearances like that 
actually existed. Laurel and Hardy 
were probaUy the most popular duo to 
hit the silver screen, but tl^ were not 
to be outstr^iped even as far aa the 
comic pages wentl 


Stan: No, they were hangm’him. Poor ol’ 
urude. 

It happened this way. Laurel was duect- 
ing Get’em Young, m which Hardy had a 
small part as a butler. But Hardy fell sick 
and Laurel played the part. That brou^t 
them close. Acting together m Sbpping 
Wives brought them closer. They were 
tried out in about ten two-reelers, till 
Roach and his Comedy All-Stars team 
made them into a permanent pair. And the 
best of friends. Puttmg Pants on PhWp 
(1927) was their first shorh where Laurel 
(Philip) m a Scottish kilt embarrasses his 
rich Yankee relative Hardy. The film was 
not typical Laurel and Hardy, but the duo 
ambled on gathering no moss but momen¬ 
tum. The pompous, portly, gentleman 
OUie—“My dear madam, being a true 
southerner, chivalry is my middle name, to 
say nothing of hospitahty,’’—and wuy, 
crushed and confused Stanley with a 
child’s luck and maliciousness. His ‘uh...s’ 
and ‘huh?s’ really came mto being with The 
Battle Of The Century (1927). Throwing 
one custard-pie was a cliche at that time. 
By throwing thousands of them m The 
Battle, Laurel and Hardy made it big-time 
fiin. 

Flashback: A Chump At Oxford (1940) 

Laurel m a maid's garb and Hardy as a 
butler attends to a dinner. 

Host (to Laurel): Would you please serve 
the salad without any dressmg? 

Laurel (aside to Hardy): What kind of a 
jomt IS this? 

Hardy: What’s the matter? 

Laurel: They want us to serve the salad 
undressed. 

Hardy: Well, if that’s the way they want it, 
that's the way they shall have it. 

Laurel, the maid, serves the salad in his 
pyjamas. 


With Jean Parker In The Flying Deuce 



e 
















Leave ’Em Laugbiag with Edgar Kennedy (1928) 

Another BaiJtback Blockheads (1938) 

Stan and OOie are climbing up the stairs 
to Olbe's apartment 

Stan How long did you say it would take 
us to get up there^ 

Olbe Oh, just a jiffy 
Stan (after a thou^tful while} How far is 
a jiffy^ 

Olhe About three-sixth of a dead lamb s 
tail 

Stan Then I think it’s quite fur 

They reach the seventh Boor They are 
aiming for the 13th 

Stan Seven How many with seven make 
thirteen^ 

Olbe Sac 

Stan Then we’ve only got six more jiffys 

O n screen, OUie tended to bully Stan for 
bumbling Stan was always deflating 
tyres, keeping washed dishes on a stove 
to dry, saying the wrong word, trying to 
remember But Olhe bumbled too It was 
Olhe who lost the way, super-confident of 
his sense of direction, it was Olhe who 
found himself at the end of a gun, failing to 
see through Stan’s tall tales, it was Olhe 
who fell Sat on his back trying to carry 
Stan who, Olhe thought, was lame but 
really wasn’t Stan and Olhe started out as 
the next-door men, added one gaffe to 
another, one daft act followed by the next 
that ultimately paved the way for a chaotic 
climax Behind the screen, laurel was the 
creative one On screen. Hardy matched 
his talent 

What was that special something that 
made them tick, down the ages’ Subtle 
wit’ Not them Tongue-and-cheek’ Not 
them Satirical significance’ Not them 
Ihnt of Chaplin’ Pep of slapstick’ Yesh, 
yesh, yes But more than all this—^ood, 
clean nin Laurel and Hardy were simple 
iiinny men—one an ’apple-cheeked boy’ 
full of hot air, the other an eternally 


innocent thmny—their physical disparity 
Itself a cause for the chortle The chortle 
turned to convulsion as the characters 
were revealed—^the audience could not 
but feel a bond of sympathy and amuse¬ 
ment at such constant bun^s and bum¬ 
bles The way the duo managed to retain 
digiuty even in their most ignominous 
minutes was no mere joke It was nb- 
tickhng rotbckmg fun 
Theirs was a humour without stram 
Oh, they huffed and puffed hauling the 
piano up and down and down and up the 
stairs in The Musk Box, and grunted and 
groaned taking off the wrong pair of boots 
m Be Big, Laurel shivered hanging out of a 
window and Hardy with a broken leg 
howled dangling from the ceding m Ckiunty 
Hospital Ollie fiddled with his tie for the 











umpteenth time and Stan tumbled and 
fingered his hair and laughter came easy. 
In fact, they were the only stars who were 
not hassled by the talkies It was a smooth 
transition from silence to sound for the 
otherwise bumbling duo That was one 
thing that gave them no trouble m their 
rough-and-tumble existence on-screen and 
off. 

Flashback. Be Big (1930) 

Mr Hardy IS a man of great can, caution 
anddiscntion Mr Launl is mamed, too 
The Hardys and Laurels an about to go on 
a vacation. Tempted to attend a stag-party 
on the evening of their departun, Mr 
Hardy shams sickness as an excuse to stay 
back. He wants Mr Launl to stay back 
too. 

Hardy: You wouldn't mind staying back 
and taking can of me, would you,Stanley’ 
Launl- Well, if it's all the same to you. I 
would rather go. 

Mr Hardy promptly gives him a kick 
The taxi arrives 

Mrs Launl (to her husband) Well, make 
up your mind. What do vou want to do’ 
Launl. 1 just said I wasn’t going 

Real life saw Laurel and Hardy as the 
best of friends, survivmg through thick and 
thin—m a way their wives never did. 



S taidey Laiffd and (SVer Hardy's 
{dienomemd succeat on the screen 
had naturally also set off otlw aqpor- 
ants 01 the avne diectiott and not 
out success toa Oae of tiie more 
poputar condc duos to cairture the ebe* 
ma aadeace In toe late tUttbs men 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costdto, Bud 
Abbott was tbe straght man, Lou Cob* 
teOo the fimny one, a rtif-fdtg Btoe 
man fsone to rnMi^ and mininda'' 
standing. They were a oooiedy team of 
the fof&s and the early fifties and their 
humour was mainly vmhal and too im¬ 
mediate. 


, A staoidM pirttent (tf oomfc aiisa* 

tknB m loOoMsd: toey were put te a 
tetedfc ateiitwD (an aniqr instelglten^ 
a dspHteasatal store) ediKe maaimum 
havoewoiddbewiDUgte, refievednow 
and tom ^ a knm ttoiy iovohteg two 
te toe atikfio's most tenmubwi pfaQiers. 
Often weBtetown artisto w^ be 
btougte te to bolster them. 

Towmds toe end of toe foittea tome 
was a definite db in todr pcptriarky. At 
toe tone of (^oatm'a deato Abbott was 
1dm for over $222i000 wiM he 
daiiM as toies firom tfadr TV series. 
Abbott toed in 1974 withont seeing any 


Costello started out his life as a 
salesman in a hat shop, became a prize 
filtoter and saved enou^ to try Ms hick 
at HMlywood. Abbott came fimm a 
show business family. They formed a 
team in 1930 and earned cm for seven 
years without any result at the end of 
which a radio booking m New York led 
to their popularity as radio artistes. 
Their film career began with One Nig^t 
m the Tropics (1940) and audience re¬ 
sponse was so enthusiastic t hat Um - 
versal sign^ a long-term ^ 
contract with them. 



revival of interest in their films 
although in the forties they were 
smong toe top 10 draws. 

Buato' Keaton was one eff the toroe- 
diana of the tone who was appreciated 
for having developed his own brand of 
ccmiedy. Bom Joseph Francis Keaton 
in 189^ he spent to childhood ddng 
knockabout vaudeville acts with to 
renta. Keaton was a vaudeville headlin¬ 
er when at the age of 21 he accepted an 
offer firom Fptty Arbuckle to enter 
films. Between 1920-23, Keaton 
wrote, co-directed and starred m a 
series of exdtoig shorts, most menior- 
jdile (rf winch were One Wedc (1920), 

Bod Abbott andLou Cotoello 
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CHAITANTA UBRART ^ 1889) 


One of the oldest and weU- 
known libraries of Calcutta, 
the Chaitanya Library was 
founded on February 5,1889 
at 83, Beadon Street in central 
Calcutta, chiefly due to the 
efforts of Rev. Alex Tomory 
and Gour Hari Sen. The latter 
(a resident of Beadon Street) 
along with his bosom friend, 
Kuiyabehari Dutta, mooted 
the idea of establishing a lib¬ 
rary in the Beadon Street 
area. 

Kuujabehari's brother Netai 
Chand, a student of class VIII 
at Hare School, his (Netai 
Chand’s) private tutor, Haralal 
Seth, and Gour Hari's neigh¬ 
bour, Rangalal Basak, also 
joined hands in building the lib¬ 
rary. But they found the going 
a bit too tough mainly due to 
lack of funds and space. 

Ganganarayan Dutta, grand¬ 
father of Kunjabehari and 
Netai Chand, was then a well- 
to-do person of the locality. 
Gour Hari persuaded him to 
donate some money and a 
large room on the ground floor 
of Ids house to set up 
a library. The five 
enthusiasts got 
hold of a cupboard 
and a few En^sh 
and Bengali books. 

It was decided 
that the library 
would 


cater to readers of a varied 
taste. The subscription rates 
for an ordinary member would 
be two annas a month while a 
life member was required to 
pay Rs 10. 

The library began with two 
periodicals, Bangabasi and 
Saryibani, and the daily, Indian 
Mirror. At that time Rev. 
Tomory used to stay at 
Beadon Street and was 
teaching English and history at 
Duff School on Nimtola Ghat 
Street. Go\a Hari got hold of 
this missionary to join their 
fold. Rev. Tomory was so im¬ 
pressed by the dedication of 
the five youths that he donated 
some English books and be¬ 
came a life member of their 
organisation. The library was 
inaugurated on the auspicious 
Sri Panchami day (February 5, 
1889) under the name of 
Chaitanya Library 
and Beadon Square 
Literary Club. 

The beginning of 
the library 


was not very encouragmg. 

The number of members was 
far below expectation. Howev¬ 
er, during 1^9-94 the library 
caught the attention of Calcut- 
tans. Besides Rev. Tomory 
the ones who figured promin¬ 
ently in its formative years 
were Nagendranath 
Choudhury, Upendranath 
Basu and Nagendra Narayan 
Acharya. Towards the end of 
1893, the libr^ shifted to a 
two-storey building at 4/1, 
Beadon Street on a monthly 
rent of Rs 200. The ground- 
floor housed a free reading 
room while the first floor was 
used as the lending section. 
Since then the library has not 
had to look back. 

€ 














11 






r^RIES 

/A Much 21—April 20 

Tho time Is riflht to 

- close deals. Invest, 

go in for major transactions and 
Important settlements, be they 
professional or personal First 
attend to your chitles, you can 
have your share of romance 
later Extra health care is a must 
for the next 24 days A shift or a 
sudden trip is probable It is also 
the right time to deliver and 
improvise In matters of home 
and children 

~?|l] AURUS 

I ApiK 21—May 20 

* Your enemies will be 

—' —' willing to wound but 
afraid to strike because you will 
gorge them to death Success in 
enterprise and romance is des¬ 
tined In matters of romance you 
will be In your typical ardent 
element You will make substan¬ 
tial financial gains Your health 
remains fine and you will be as 
radiant as the sun Travel Is a 
distinct possibility Expect visi¬ 
tors to drop In As far as home 
and children are concerned, you 
will give your best 

^ EMINI 

W May 21—Juna 20 

" You will be loved and 
-hated In equal mea¬ 
sure Also, it IS travel time Ex¬ 
penses will sky-rocket In roman¬ 
tic affairs you will carry on with 
gusto and zeal Take care of 
expenses and outgoings A jour¬ 
ney towards the end of this 
month Is probable Property 
transactions and painting the 
house or erecting a fence are 
probable 

ANCER 

B . June 21—July 20 

Expect good news by 

- mall, calls, journeys 

and word of mouth You will be 
happy and thus spread good 
cheer ail around Vigors, lovers 
and friends may drop in Ro¬ 
mance will be sweet and lovely 
Your purse or wallet wlH be 
bulging You will be as strong 
and active as the acrobat Travel 
will give you pleasure and profit 
You will be the perfect husband 
or housewife Children give joy | 


■ J July 21—August 21 

A new position of 
- power and responsi¬ 
bility or a promotion or 
tremendous social status will be 
yours In romance, your heart 
twangs like a guitar played by an 
expert Money will pour In 
Health safeguards are essentlat 



as there Is a danger of accidents 
or uperatlons You will 

overhaul your home in a strange 
manner 


wr IRGO 

W August 22—Sspt 22 

^ Journeys, cere- 

-- monies, functions, 

meetings, publicity and success 
are the highlights of the week In 
matters of romance you will be 
valued and trusted as never be¬ 
fore Assignments, proposals 
and offers make you prosperous 
Health will be a case of mind 
over matter You may have to 
travel for some Important work 


BIRTHDAYS 


Mfiy 27 

Moon sextte Mercury; This eex- 
tie will help eeiaamen, te e c h er e , 
sdllors,im^.i)oels, mueiciane 
•rtd those M puoitotty end adver* 
iiienunte. 


I Ifty 28 

I Moon equate Pkrto: You wW be 
anMioueasMdiploinMic. Theta- 
Hare, suooaae ie certain. K would 
be bast to take periodic leat 
beoeuae ptesauree to perform 

OB VBfiiOflOQUB* 

May 28 

Moon trine More; TNe trtoe wN 

I are wHng to It your beet 
•hot. Oo not be MV end dreamy. 
Juat remember tlwt Me Is aofon 
I ifena. 

my 30 

MOOR trfoe Saturn; TMs trine wfll 
give yodioMily and depth- Sut 

you ffiuat tatan not to oount your 
oteehana ba^ ihay me heech- 


n IBRA 

. Sspt 23—Ocl 22 

^ Expenses will be 

- heavy but you will got 

your work done It is also travel 
time Visits to hospitals and di¬ 
mes are indicated Secret attach¬ 
ments and liaison are probable 

So also IS a rendezvous Finan- 
dally the overheads will be kill¬ 
ing But you will certainly man¬ 
age to keep your head above 
water It is |ust possible that you 
could feel a bit low or under the 
weather Children and hobbles 
will take your time and energy 
Attend to the home emd house in 
a big way 

•d. Architects, musicians, 
actors, dramatists, managers 
and executivm will do wonder- 
foly wan. 

my 31 

Moon trine Venus: You wW be 
succesefut In science, reeearch, 
technology, fashiott and de- 
slgnfog. A manfoga proposal or 
a busmess offor, Including a 
foreign oonneobon, wiil come 
yow way. 

JUfM 1 

Moon trtrta Marquiy: Journey 
and communtoaltan are foe twin 
trends wWdh domlntfa foe year. 
Ghfldren and home alto nave 
foair vary ssiy. In your work, 
axpad a new Mgh. It Is absoluto- 
ly oaiMn foM you wfR be vlcto- 
itous. Ex p a n se s wW soar. 

JUIMI 2 

Mercury square Mara; TMa 
aquara only m e ans foal you 
should be oaiaAii ol yoto hqfiour 
and good nama. aa l si fou s a w 
and Ua longuaa wM be aarto 
malign you. 


- CORPIO 

Oa 23-Now 22 

You Will Sing like a 
- nightingale and bel¬ 
low like a bull Your work wUI be 
done Romance and marriage 
are destined So also are col¬ 
laborations Your financiai graph 
will be mobile and show an 
upward trend Health Improves 
and so does your performance 
A Journey for pleasure and profit 
is indicated 

AGITTARiUS 

Nqir 23-Dac 20 

You Will be busy 

-building your financiai 

muscles Rest assured that new 
openings and assignments will 
be yours Always remember, first 
your work and then your heart 
Take time off to rest and relax 
Travel only if your occupation 
requires you to do so Children 
give immense satisfaction and 
the home has the necessary 
tranquility and comfort 

( " ^ APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 

^ News, views, chll- 

- J dren, hobbies, work 

and finance will all be there in a 
fine mix You will be ardent and 
successful in romance Money 
will pour into your pocket but it 
will also leap out again with 
equal agility Healfo will improve 
and so will your temper The 
next 21 days are definitely 
favourable for a tnp and an 
emotional tie 

QUARIUS 

/S Jan 20—Fat U 

^ * The home front is 

- completely activated 

and revitalised A tourney at 
short notice is probable You will 
love with half foe heart and count 
your cash with the other Loans, 
funds, buying and selling are the 
other highlights of the week A 
little extra care of your health will 
never harm you The mid-week 
IS favourable for a journey a 
letter or a call 


P ISCES 

Fab 19—March 20 
Messages, calls, 
—^' love, laughter, 
socialising, group activity and 
possibly an important proposal 
for marriage and business are 
the week’s main trends Deals 
will be dosed and offers re¬ 
ceived Your health holds up to 
pulls and pressures You will be 
mebile and active Get your 
travel kit ready Renovation, de¬ 
coration and a home away from 
home are foretold 
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I t looked a school science fair put 
together by some very smart, very nch 
kids. Occupants of some 80 booths, 
each touting a specimen of state-of-the-art 
earthquake technology, vied for attention 
m a hall about half the si/e of a football 


EAMtTH-SB 


cobseum. 




It is only natural that the 
Japanese lead the world in 
seismology research with 
large^^e company 
support. But r^y othey 
countnes are doing work 
of great importance, too 
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There were arrays of seismological 
gadgetry; architectural rendering and 
realistic scale models of buttressed build¬ 
ings; sleek video productions; and live de¬ 
monstrations of techniques for predicting 
earthquakes, observing them when they 
occur and mitigating their dreadful effects 
on people and property. 

But the sponsors of these sleek, high- 
technology wonders were not students. 
Each exhibitor in the latest World Confer¬ 
ence on Earthquake Engineering Re¬ 
search, held in Tokyo was a major 
Japanese company that had opened its cof¬ 
fers to earth scientists and engmeers in 
Japan and around the world—a use of 
corporate funds unheard of elsewhere. 

"We do a lot of innovative things m the 


United States in terms of earthquake re¬ 
search, but Japan is far ahead of us and the 
rest of the world in spending," says Tsu- 
Teh Soong, chief scientist of the National 
Centre for Earthquake Engineering Re¬ 
search in Buffalo, NY. 

In the opimon of many in the field, large- 
scale sponsorship of research by the pn- 
vate sector, encouraged by tax incentives, 
gives Japan the edge. 

It is not siuprising that the Japanese are 
intensely interested in earthquakes. 'ITieir 
island nation sits on one of the world's 


most active earthquake belts, an arc of 
violence that extends southward to the 
Marianas, a part of the Pacific Basin's 
‘Ring of Fire’. 

The subject gained renewed attention in 
the United States after a quake shook the 
San Francisco Bay area and killed 67 peo¬ 
ple last October. 

New Zealand, which sits near the earth¬ 
quake-prone Tonga-Kermadec Trench in 
the South Pacific, also conducts a substan¬ 
tial research programme, as does neigh¬ 
bouring Australia. China, though res- 
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Look 


Your Car 
As Good 




ADROIT 





tncted by relatively primitive technology, 
employs tens of thousands of volunteers 
who make up “earthquake battalions" 
under the direction of the State Seismolo 
gical Bureau Ihey monitor daily earth 
movement and suth indicators as water 
levels in wells and the behaviour of animals 


in an attempt to forecast earthquakes 
Mexico expanded its research efforts 
after the disastrous 1985 quake that shook 
Mexico City, killing more than 9,000 peo¬ 
ple Venezuela also devotes some re¬ 
sources to earthquake research 
Of Latin American countnes, Chile is 


rated by geologists worldwide as having 
the most effective programme It concen¬ 
trates on earthqu^e-resistant buildings 
and the enforcement of strict construction 
codes 

"Chile has been the frontrunner in im¬ 
plementing their engineermg ideas, almost 
regardless of cost,” says Klaus Jacob of 
Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty 
Geological Observatory “It really paid off 
m the big 1985 earthquake There was so 
bttle damage that people could hardly be- 
heve It ” 

In Europe, Italy is the nfost respected 
for Its earthquake work, which focuses on 
the safety of nuclear power plants India 
also conducts considerable research, 
although Indian scienbsts and engineermg 
complam of bureaucratic frustration m im- 
plementmg their findmgs 

The Soviet Union’s programme, con¬ 
ducted by the National Academy of Scien¬ 
ces m Moscow, concentrates on observa¬ 
tion of earth movement m the seismologi- 
cally active southern republics of lajikis- 
tan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan Soviets 
also keep wary eyes on theu" massive 
reservoirs because large quanbtics of wa¬ 
ter are known to mduce earthquakes 

But it IS Japanese who are the retog- 
rased earthqu^e masters—to the chagnn 
of many US geologists and engineers 
"Some of the best research is done m this 
country,’’ says Soong, a State University 
of New York civil engineermg professor 
" fhe Japanese do fine work too, but they 
also come m and learn all the thmgs we 
have done and then go back and put it into 
pracbce 'They’re ahead of us m terms of 
implementmg ideas ’’ 

One concept that ongmated m the Un¬ 
ited States 15 years ago and is still under 
study IS to construct new buildings with 
sensors and huge braces with computer- 
dnven pistons that would instantly coun¬ 
teract earth-shakmgs as they occur 

Lack of money has prevented anyone 
outside Japan from trymg out the idea But 
two Japanese construction firms—the 
Takenaka and Kamima corporations— 
have built such technology m two full-scale 
models, one of them an unoccupied, six- 
storey buildmg on a test site, the other an 
11-storey office building m downtown 
Tokyo 

“We have the resources m this country 
for earthquake mitigation work on the 
same scale as Japan, ’’ says Jacob “We just 
choose to spend our money on other 
things and hope that a killer earthquake 
isn’t just around the comer in some 
vulnerable place like New York City ’’ 

Another American scientist is blunter. 
“The pubhc conseousness has to be 
raised,” he says. “It will take more earth¬ 
quakes ’’ 


A second-century A.D. Chinese instrument on which this model 
is based was thought to reveal the point of origin of an earth¬ 
quake. The quake’s waves would Jolt a ball from a dragon’s 
mouth. Chinese colleagues presented this gift to Bruce Bolt, a 
University of California (Berkeley) seismology professor 



(National Geographic Soaety) 
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Asian Paints introduces 

APCA 

automotive paint 



iTie Car Paint that looks good 
througli Sun, Rain... and Time 


Haven’t you often wf)ndtred why it’s so difficult to niaini.un the j>ood looks ol your c.ir 
as the sea.sons pa.s.s'' The colour fades, the finish gets chipped .uid you long for the oiigiiial look 
that once was 


PreMrntIng APCA. the tar paint that Uxiks gixxl and eontinues to hxik giicxl That’s betause the 
APCA pjunt system is specially formulated for Indian conditions It contains special non lading pigments 
and ultra violet absorbers to ensure the gocxl ItKiks of your tar last through blistering summers And rusi- 
inhibiting agents to protect your car from corrosion in slushy monscxins fiirthennore AKA has been 
ngorously tested m all conditions, across all regions, so that your tar s good kxiks last longer' 



Popular shades for aU vehicles. APCA can lx used on all cehicles and it s available in .ill 
popular shades, including sliades of automotive manufacturers, matched exactly to the onginal 
Uecause it’s Asian Paints who supply the original paint to vehicle manufacturers such as 
Maruti Icico, Hero Honda, TVS Su/uki, among others 


So now that it’s time to repaint your car, would you settle for anything less-' 


Looks gtxtd. Keeps looking good. 

asian paints 



(Available in sclcc t towns only) 
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All information given 
on these pages is accu¬ 
rate at the time of 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Iliricll Films 


• Awaaz De Kahan Hai: 

Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Ro^: 242266)—4 shows. 

Directed by Sibte Hasan Rizvi 
and with music by Naushad, the 
film stars newifiddslAvinesh Wadh- 
wan and Shikha Swamp alonK with 
Hindu, A. K. HanjtaL Ainjan Snvas- 
tav, Shi^iha Khute, Dev Kumar, 
Satyen Kappu, Jamuna and Annu 
Kapoor. 

• Awwal Number; Paradise 
(Bentinck Street; 285442), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road; 249828), Krishna (T.C 
Dutta Street; 250437), Uttara 
(Bidhan Sarani; 552200). 

A film by Dev Anand, who al.so 
stars along with Aamir Khan. 
Aditya Pancholi and debutante 
Ektaa. The music is by Bappi 
Lahin. 

• Ghar Ho To Aisa: Roxy 
(Chownnghee Place; 284138)— 
shows. 

Directed by Kalptaru and with 
musk by Bappi Lahiri, the film 
stars Anil Kapoor, Meenakshi 
Seshadn, Raj Kiran, Hindu, Om 
FTakash and Kader Khan. 

• Kaali Ganga: New Cinema 
(Lenm Sarani; 270147)—4 shows. 

A film by Raj Sippy, stamng 
Dimple Kapadia, Govmda, Suresh 
Oberoi, Anooradha Patel, Om 
Shivpun. Gulshan Grover, Satish 
Shah, Goga Kapoor and Prem 
Chopra. The music is by Bappi 
Lahin. 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Elite (S.N 
Banerjee Road; 241383)—10.45. 
2.15. 5.30, 9; Indva (Indra Roy 
Road. 471757)—4 shows. 



Sonam and Praaenjit in Maadin 


Well on its way to being an 
all-time hh, this teenyboppers' 
bve story stars Salman Kh^ and 
debutante Bhagyashree. The film 
IS directed by ^raj R. Baijatiya 
and the musk is by Raam La»nan. 

• Naaka Bandl: Hmd (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue; 272473), Moon¬ 
light (T.C. DutU Street; 254956), 
Basusree (S.P. Mukhetjee Road; 
484808), Khanna (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road; 552932). 

Dharmendra and Sridevi are the 
lead pair. Also in the cast are 
Chunkey Paitday.iBonam, Anupam 
Kher and Amri^ Pun. The film is 
directed by Shibu Mittra and the 
musK is by Bappi Lahin. 

• Patl Patni Aur Tawalf: 

Lotus (S.N. Banerjee Road; 
242664), Grace (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 391090), Pumasree (Raja 
Raj Kissen Street; 55403.3), Rup^ 
(Ashutosh Mukherjee Road; 
474403)—4 shows; Basusree 
(S.P. Mukherjee Road; 484808)— 
noon. 

A film by Rajkumar Kohh, star¬ 
ring Mithun Chakraborty, Salma 
Agha, Farha and Amjad Khan. 

• Police Public: Orient (Ben¬ 
tinck Street; 281917), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 244822), 
Jagat (Acharya Prahilla Chandra 
Road; 365108), Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteijee Avenue; 410417), Tal¬ 
kie Show House (Shibdas Bhaduri 
Street; 552270), Bina (Bidhan 
Sarani; 311522). 

Raaj Kumar, Naseemddin Shah, 
Kabir Bedi and Poonam Dhillon are 
the chief attractions. The film is 
directed by Esmayeel Shroff and 
the music is by Raam Laxman. 

• Swarg: Jyoti (Lenm Sarani; 
241132), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road; 277273), Liberty (Chittaran- 
jan Avenue; 553046), Kalika (Sada- 
nanda Road; 478141), Malancha 
(Regent Parit). Jaya (Lake Town; 
573936). 

Directed by David Dhawan, the 
film stars Rajesh Khanna, Gov^a, 
Juhi Chawla and Madhavi. 



Shlkba Swamp In A iraac X>e Kabaa Hai 







lU'llii.'iii I ti'ns 


• Aapan Aamur Aapan; Mi- 

nar (Bidhaii Sarani; 552753), Bqoli 
(S.P. Mukhetjee Road; 473462). 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 352740)—2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Tapas Paul, Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Chatterjee, 
Deepankar De, Shakuntala Barua, 
Biplab Chatteqee. Indrani Outta, 
Sanghamitra Banenee and Anup 
Kumar star in this Tarun Majum- 
dar film whose music is by R.D. 
Burman. 

• Agnikanya: Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553045), Puma (S.P. 
Mukhcrjee Road; 474567)—3 
shows. 

Karooque Shaikh makes )us de¬ 
but ui Bengali films. Also starring 
are Rupa Ganguli, Dtpal Dutt, Anil 
Chattenee and newcomer Chinpal. 
The film is directed bv Gopal 
Gupta and the music is by Dilip 
Mondal. 

• Badnaam: Prachi (Acharya 
Jagadtsh Chandra Bose Road; 
271282), Mini Jaya (Lake Town; 
573936)—3 shows. 

Shibu Mittra’s maiden Hengah 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Prasenjit, Sliakti Kapoor, 
Shakuntala Barua, Subhendu Chat¬ 
tenee, Bankun Ghosh and Soumit¬ 
ra. The music is by Bappi l.ahin. 

• Mandira: Sree (Bidhan Saram, 
551515)—3. 6. 9. Purabi (Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi Road. 35(X)HO). Ujikj 
(Russa Road; 478666)—2 30, 
,5.30. 8.30. 

Prasenjit, Sonam, Chunkev Pan¬ 
day, Indrani, Shakuntala Barua and 
Pradeep Kumar compnse the mam 
cast of this Sujit Guha film. The 
music IS bv Bappi Lahin. 


Special Kveiils 


27 May: 9.30 am and 6.30 pm; 

28 May and 1 June: 6.30 pm 

Nazniljanmotsav, organised by 
West Bengal government's m- 
formation and cultural department, 
features Naanil songs and recita¬ 
tions on 27th morning, and musical 
feature, Bidrohi, presented by 
Ananda Shilpi Gosthi, and the 
dance-drama, Frakriu, presented 
by Aagami on 27th evening, and 
Nazrulgeeti and recitation sessions 
on 28th and 1st. 

At Rabmdra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978. 

28 May: 6.30 pm 

PLT will stage Utpal Dutt's Ekia 
Chah Re, directed by Bishnupnya 
Outt and Mnnal Ghosh. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

29 May: 6 pm 

Sangeet Kanan presents an 
evening of classical music featuring 
Dipak Ghosh (sitar) and Prabir 
Banerjee (vocal), with Kashinath 
Misra and Sumantra Guha on the 
tabla. 


PrintMl lMf« to th* r» 0 tttor Indton AlriiiiM mIi** 
duto. Birtth* MiMMluto hm bMn curtaltod du« to 
tho treundlng of Ha Alrbiia A320 floot. Pasaon- 
gora ara advteod to kaap track of announoo* 
manta mada by Indton Alrllnoa in tha praaa. For 
aaatotaneo, they may contact 262B48, 2tt2988, 
266869, 262417. 669433, 669841/20/4^ and 
669633. 


At Biiia Academy of Ait & 
Culture (108 & 109 Southern 
Avenue). 

1 June: 6J0 pm 

Gunjan presents a programme of 
Odissi d^ce featuring Poushali 
Mukherjee and her disciples. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

2 June: 6J0 pm 

As part of Rabmdra Janmotsav 
'90, Ragini will stage Tagore’s 
Tasber Desk, directed by Asit 
Chattopadhyay. 

At Rabmdra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road: 289978). 

TRAVEL 


Planes 


MOTE; All arrival and da- 
partura times ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Figuras in brackata 
danota tha days, 1 baing 
Monday. 


Intcrnutioii.'il 


Caicutts-Bombay-Loodon- 
New York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): Al-309/Ai-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): Al-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Parla-Laiidon: 

Dep. (7): A1-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-C alcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5). Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bai>gkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Ait. (7): A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurl-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7)- A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1340. 

LondoD-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): AI-132/AM320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Oubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubal-Moscow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-Calcntta-Amman: 
Arr. (1, 4): RJ-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4): Ri-181 at 0830. 
Caicatta-Slngapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep, (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530, 

Sliigapore-Calcuna: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Air. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Caicutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3, 6); 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep, (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at. 13.55. 
Oeihi-Calcutta-Dbaka: Arr 
(6): IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
IC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(6): IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6): 
1C-844 at 1215. 

Calcutta-Kathmaiidu: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6, 

7) : IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2, 4, 6, 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920, Dep. (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7): BG- 
094 at 1620, Dep. (5); BG-098 at 
1820, Dep. (2. 4, 5. 6. 7): IC-223 
at 1340. 

Dhaka-Calcutta; Arr. (daily); 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7): BG- 
093 at 1540, Arr. (5): BG-097 at 
1740, Arr. (2, 4, 5, 6, 7): IC-224 at 
1540. 

Caicutta-CUnagong: Dep. (2, 

5): BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (3, 6): 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chittagong-Calctttta: Arr. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (3. 6): 
IC-226at 1550. 

Calcutta-Psro: Dep. (2); KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr. (2): KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): AI- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Caicutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7); AI-1122at 
0330. 

fiHitan AMbtawmm 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1710; 
Arr. (daily): IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1920, Dep. (1. 2, 3. 5. 6, 
7): IC-176 at 0845; Air. (daily): 
IC-274 at 1830, Air. (1. 2. 3, 5, 6, 
7): IC-175 at 0755. 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily): 
IC-265 at 1640; Air. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (2. 

3. 4. 5, 6. 7); lC-271 at 1400; Arr. 
(2. 3, 4. 5, 6. 7): OC-272 at 1945. 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras: Dep. 
(1, 2. 4. 6): lC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
(1. 2. 4. 6): IC-541 at 0945. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1320; Arr. (daily): 
lC-230 at 1610. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh; Dep. (1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6): IC-201 at 1130; Arr. 
(1, 3, 5, 6): lC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2, 4): IC-202 at 1500. 


Calcutta-Tespur-Jorhat- 
Cuwabati-Caieutta; Dep. (3, 5, 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Arr. (3. 5, 7): 
IC-213 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Guwahati-DlmaiNir; 

Dep. (1. 3. 5. 6): IC-219 at 1110; 
Air. (1. 3, 5. 6): IC-220 at 1550. 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-221 at 1100; Arr. (dafly): 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Cslcutta-Agartsis: Dep. (du¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2. 4): 
IC-243 at 1030, Dep. (3, 5, 6, 7); 
lC-243 at 0600, Dep. (1); lC-243 
at 1400; Arr. (daily); IC-242 at 
0900 Arr. (2, 4): IC-244 at 1230, 
Arr. (3. 5, 6, 7): lC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta-Slichar-lmplial: Dep^ 
(daily): IC-255 at 0600; Air. (thi- 
ly): lC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta-Bhubancaliwar- 
Nagpur-Hydcribad: Dep. (3, 
5, 6): IC-269 at 1710; Air. (3. 5. 

6) : iC-270 at 2040. 
Calcntta-Hydcrabsd: Dep. (1, 

2, 7): IC-277 at 1745; Arr. (1, 2, 

7) : IC-278 at 2215. 
Calctttta-Port Blair: Dep. (2, 
4): IC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2. 4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Port Biair-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0545; 
Arr. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-RaBcbi-Patna- 
LuckiMW-Deihi: Dep. (1, 3. 4, 
5, 6. 7): IC-410at 0830; Arr. (1. 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7): IC-409 at 1420. 

Calcutta-Shllloiig-Guwaliatl- 
Silchar: Dq>. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily); PF-702at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Diq>- 
(2. 4, 6. 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2. 4. 6. 7); PF-70e at 0910. 
Calcntta-Guwahati-Jorhst- 
Liiabari-Dibrugarh: Dep. (1, 

3. 5. 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Air. 
(1. 3, 5, 7): PF-7ia(736 at 1726. 
Calcutta-Imphal-OliDapiir: 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2. 4. 6); PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Ksmalpiir- 
Kailaahar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcntta-Jamahedpur: Dep. 
(1. 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 

5. 7): PF-729A at 0550: Arr. (1. 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcotta-Aliawl-Silcliar: Dep. 
'daily): PF-705 at 1120; Air. (dai- 

















"i. 


ly) PF-706 at 1615 

Calcutta-Rourkela-Ranchl: 

Dep (I, 3. 5) PF-715 at 0600, 
Arr (1. 3. 5) PF 716 at 1025 

Calcutta-Guwahall-Lllabari- 


Zlro-Daparizo: Dep (2. 4, 6) 
PF 721 at 0930, Arr (2. 4, 6) 
PF 722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

Dibrngarb-Passigbat-AlonK: 


Dep (1. 3, 5) PF 723 at 1045, 
Arr (1, 3, 5) PF 724 at 1950 

Calcutta-Jamahedpur-Patna: 

Dep (2. 4, 6) PF 725 at 0550, 


Arr (2. 4, 6) PF 726 at 1040 

Calcutta-Dhanbad-Gaya- 

Patna-Dhanbad-Calcutta: 

Dep (1, 3. 5) PF 737 at 0600, 
An- (1, 3. 5) PF-738at 1100 


T rains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

1 Departure SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY AnlvM 

Up 

Tune 

Mowrmh 

Time 

Dn 

Up 

Time 

Hpwrah 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Oalhl Kalka Mail 

8 30 

2312 

6003 

20-45 

Medrae Mall 

6-45 

6004 

3005 

19 20 

Amritaar Mail 

8 35 

3006 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 

3003 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2381 

9 15 

Alr-Cond (Naw Delhi) Ex- 

prate via Gaya Varanasi 

1800 

2382 

2860 

13-10 

Qltaniall (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 



Dep Tues Thurs & Sal 



8034 

21-00 

Ahmsdabad Express 

•t-30 

8033 



Am Wed Fn & Sun 



8030 

12-05 

Bombay Expreas via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2303 

9 15 

Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 

18 00 

2304 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11 30 

2842 



praaa via Palna 



2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Express 

13 45 

2612 



Dep —Mon Wed Fri & Sun 





Dep —Tues 





Am—Mon Tues Thurs S 





Am —Sun 





Sat 



8013 

17 30 

Tata Steal Express 

10 20 

8014 

2301 

16 30 

Ra)dhanl Expraaa 5 days a 

11 00 

2302 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21 45 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-40 

Sambalpiur Express 

6-55 

8006 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 



8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6 05 

8016 



& Sun 



6007 

22 15 

Purl Express 

5 30 

8008 



Arri Tues Wed Thurs 



8409 

19 20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7 45 

8410 



Sat & Sun 



2821 

6-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21 20 

2822 

2373 

23 00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp 

11 10 

2374 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 



Tri Wkly 



8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 

14 45 

8046 



Dep—Tues Fri & Sal 





press 





Am —Tues Wed & Sal 



8017 

16 45 

Purulla Express 

11 20 

8018 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 

4 15 

2548 



Dep —Except Saturday 





praaa 





Am —Except Sunday 





Dep —Mon & Thurs 



2602 

22 35 

Guwahati-Howrah- 

22 15 




Am Thurs A Mon 





Trlvandrum Central Express 



3009 

20 05 

Doon Express via Grand 

7 20 

1010 



Monday on'y 





Chord 




14 10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 

13 45 

2601 

3007 

9 45 

Toofan Express via Mam Line 

18 15 

3008 



Guwahati Express 



3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Express 

15 45 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6 10 

3012 

— 

14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminua- 

13 45 

2649 

3039 

21 10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Guwahati Weekly Express 





Mam Line 





(via Visakhapatnam A 



3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22 00 

MIthIts Express 

500 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

600 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 

22 15 


5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6 30 

5660 



Terminus Weakly Express 



3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 



(via Howrah A Vlaakha- 



3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18 20 

Asansol Express 

8 45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21 00 

Danapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

2652 

22 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13 45 

2651 

3025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

11-10 

3026 



Supartaal Expraaa 





Dep Wednesday 





(via Visakhapatnam A 





Am —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

6 00 

3072 



Dep — Fri A Sun 





Dep —Tues Thurs S Sal 





Am Tues & Fri 





Am —Mon Thurs & Sal 



2674 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 

22 15 

— 

3015 

9 55 

Sanliniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 



Weekly Express (vis Howrah 



2159 

15 25 

Chsmbal (Gwalior) Tri 

7 30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Superfast Express 





Wednesday only 





Dep —Thurs Sal & Sun 




14 10 

Bangalore City-Guwahati 

13 45 

2673 



Am—Tues Wed & Thurs 





Weekly Expraaa (via Howrah 



1171 

15 25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

7 30 

1172 



A Cuttark) 





Dep —Tues 4 Wed 





Morday only 





Am - Sal 4 Sun 



2610 

22 35 

Patna-Cochm Harbour Ter¬ 

22 15 

— 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) 

7 30 

3328 



minus Weekly Express (vis 





Dep 4 Arr - Mon 4 Fr 





Howrah) 



5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

10-40 

5050 



Thursday only 





Dep & Am —Friday 




14 10 

Cochin Harbour Tarminua- 

13 45 

2609 



SetiHlmh 





Patna Weakly Express (via 



3143 

1900 

Dar)eeling Mall 

8 15 

3114 



Howrah) 



3153 

21 40 

Qour Express 

6 15 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11 20 

Jammu Tawi Express 

16-30 

3152 

ENQUmiES 

For round tho clock information of Eaatorn 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

12-50 

3134 

Railway traina, plaaaa dial 20364S-94 for incoming traina* 



SBG Loop 



203S3B-44 for all other informations. For 

information 

3103 

18 20 

Bhagirathi (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

about raaarvationt on Eaatorn and South Eaatarn Railways 

5185 

12 40 

Chhapra Express Tn-weekly 

4 30 

5186 

trains. 

dial 203S00 (from 9 am to 9 pm on waakdays and 9 



Dep 4 Am —Wed Fri 4 Sun 



am to 

2 pm 

on Sundays and gaxettad hoHdays) 





IH 2. 


W.|/ 



HEART UNEI Suraly, you can giMM 
Valanllfw'a Day acana. Draw IlniM fia 


wlial'a mlaalng trem i 
•ii4et1lodot2,3, all 


a BE^ OH< What did the baa say to the flowar? 'Hi. 
honey' What did the flower say to the beeT ‘Btaz oH'* 
Moral A bee and Its honey are soon patted 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Theie are at least sis iWler- 
ences m drawlno details between top and bottom panels How 
qyiddy can you find them’ Chedi answers with Ihoaa below 
luMMpeMuesn 9 lluHiuiwtiestiseii S DuMiiueuaina 
9 lusieasi • denies c flueew •? m ej w sn 2 flissssu ■ JSdR? i ssoueieijiQ 



OREN SESAME COM TRKK 
Piova to yoursoH that you are able 
to pailorm tNa magic Mek, Sian 
demoneeata It to your Mends. 

Cut a dkne-eize hole in a sheet of 
paper Tiy to paaa a much bigger 
ooM (aay a quarter) Ihraugh the 
dkna-size hole. 

How ft's done- Fdid the paper 
acRwa the oenlra of the hole (aee 
above). Drop the larger ooM Into 
the hole In the fold Benduppaper 
on each aide of the hole with 
thumbs and foreflngars of both 
hands. Alakazam, the larger coin 
wM aNp right through 


e NUMKftt OAMEI TWo 
mmiborB—1 and 11—era In 
plaea bi the nine aquaraa of 
tiia diagram below. You 
ais aMmd to fM ttw blank 
aquaraa wMt numbara 34 
ao that any thraa numbara 
in a r ow aero ae . down or 
dia gon al ly wtM total IS. 

All aavon numbara 3-t 
ara to ba uaad. No number 
la to be ifcipSe a t a d. 


swans 

lU > f ■»_ 





FUNSPOT 



mm 



KlSS4lul Sweethaart thara’a happine aa 
Apply colors neat l y: t R ed. 2—LL Mue. 
» F lee h tones. 0—U. groan. 7—Dft. btea 


I s h aa d -etao a small tree 
I. 3—VeHow. 4—U brown, 
en. a— LL purple 






































11th OuMfton; What might be a prob- 
abla reaaon why there la no Nobel Prize 
for mathematlea? (Arindam Dev, A-9/290 
KalyanI, Weet Benul, Pin: 741235) 

Anm: It ie aaid that Alfred Nobel was 
hostile towards mathematicians becaue 
his wHa ran off with a maths professor 1 



Longqueue at the Metro station 



R ahul Chandra Outta, Cal¬ 
cutta 75, sends this ques¬ 
tion and answer exclusiveiy 
for the Metro users of Calcut¬ 
ta "If one IS travelling by 
Calcutta Metro, what is POM 
and TOM? 

"POM IS Passenger Oper¬ 
ated Machine for faster issue 
of tickets to facilitate 
speedier, smoother flow of 
passenger traffic resulting in 
‘no-waif in long queues at 
peak hours, thus saving pre- 
aous time of the commuting 
Calcuttans 

"TOM IS the Ticket Office 
Machine which is the con¬ 
ventional booking counters 
dealing with monthly tickets 
“The whole prqect is 
promoted by Keltron and it is 
educating the Metro public 
through innovative ads in the 
Metro stations ” 

A report from Kamal 
(Haryana) 

“The National Dairy Re¬ 
search Institute, Kamal 
(Haryana) celebrated its 
32nd annual day celebration, 
“Symphony-90'^ The Inter- 
College Quiz, Inquisitive, 
was sponsored t^ Alfa Laval 
(India) Ltd—the leading en- 
gineenng multinational in the 
food industry The quiz mas¬ 
ter was the suave Debashis 
Sarkar The quiz brought 
together many good teams 
from northern India The 
questions ranged from Voya¬ 
ger to pizzas Indian Agricul¬ 
ture Research Institute, New 
Delhi, came out tops fol¬ 
lowed by National Dairy Re¬ 
search Institute, Kamal ” 


Kaushik Dutta, Jorhat, has 
a problem “I have consulted 
a few books and magazines 
to get the answer to this 
question but I could not get 
It Instead of getting the 
same name in all the books 
and magazines I have got 
four different names In 
some It IS Laski, in another 
Byron, in still another it is 
Jefferson and in one maga¬ 
zine It IS Philpot I, therefore, 
finding no other alternative, 
dare to wnte to you for a 
correct answer to the ques¬ 
tion My question is Who 
said, 'Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty'?" 


Well, Kaushik, I think you 
haven't got the quotation 
quite nght Theonginai 
quotation from which vana- 
tions might have been de¬ 
rived goes back to the 18th 
century In a speech on the 
celebration of the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, July 10, 

17M, John Philpot Curran, 
lawyer and statesman, who 
IS remembered as a great 
advocate of Irish liberty, 
said 'The condition upon 
which God hath given liberty 
to man is eternal vigilance, 
which condition if he break, 
servitude is at once the con¬ 
sequence of his cnme, and 


the punishment of his guilt" \ 

“Who won the first Nobel I 
Pnze for literature?" asks 
Pnya Pandey, Calcutta 6 

In 1901 ReneF A Sully 
Paidhomme (1839-1907) of 
France was the first winner 
Forced to abandon an early 
interest in science because 
of eye trouble, the Parisian- 
bom poet began wnting 
essays and verse while serv¬ 
ing as a law clerk in Pans 
His first work to be published 
was L Artin 1 8p3, followed 
by stanzas and poems in 
1865 His contnbutions to a 
Le Parnasse Contemporain 
reflected his distaste for the 
excesses of Romanticism, 
but his connections with the 
Parnassian movement re¬ 
mained tenuous because of 
personal differences His la¬ 
ter, more formalistic verse 
reflects his early scientific 
interest and his philosophical 
idealism 

Leo Tolstoi seemed the 
obvious choice for the initial 
Nobel Prize in literature, but 
one of the Nobel judges. Dr 
Carl David of Wirsen, cnti- 
cised the Russian author for 
his “narrow-minded hostility 
to all forms of civilisation ” 

The conservative academy 
members concurred and 
gave the award to the less 
controversial Sully Prudhom- 
me, whom they cited for ‘lof¬ 
ty Idealism, artistic perfec 
tion, and a rare combination 
of the qualities of both heart 
and intellect ” Unlike Tol¬ 
stoi s, his works have since 
become rather obscure 
period pieces 
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"LE«OV eNTEREP A FIVE-kilometer |« ^ 

RACE OMCE--HE 6riLL OWE6 THEM |"YE5, I TA6TEP YOUR MEATUOAF. 
FOUR-ANP-A-HALF kilometers.” I NOW l*M CALLING 911.” 










































































CANDID CAAAEl 



It was no imaginary fan that m ade t h ings a little too hot for Meenakshi 
Seshadri when he went in for the closed-eye clinch. She was out shooting at 
Juhu, Bombay, when this ardent admirer broke through the security cordon to 
catch his star. He succeeded—before he was grabbed by the collar himself and 
handed over to the cops. Such passionate displays would cut no ice with any 










HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a maior ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India s Medidaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so litde' 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 
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Milton’s Paradise 

Calcutta deserves to be 
called ‘the city of the down¬ 
trodden’. But it also has 
personalities like Mother 
Teresa and Milton McCann 
(‘Friend in Deed’, May 6) 
to rescue it. 

It IS, after ail, only in 
Calcutta that you can see 
rickshaws pulled by man, 
tramcars and the Metro 
Rail all together. 

M.S. Haider, 

Calcutta 

■ It is nice to know that 
there still are people who 
delight in helping others. 
May the good Lord bless 
Milton McCann. Nowadays 
running a social welfare 
association is not a matter 
of joke and McCann has 
done well. 

I would like to introduce 
another service society: 
the Citizens’ Educational 
Social and Welfare Associa¬ 
tion (CESWA). It was inau¬ 
gurated in the presence of 
about 500 people on 
November 4, 1989 and its 
aims are to establish and 
maintain schools, libraries, 
and charitable hospitals; to 
help the needy students of 
all communities, the sick, 
the aged and the handicap¬ 
ped; to provide shelter to 
orphans and widows and 
provide marriage expenses 
to deserving and orphan 
girls. It will dso provide aid 
to the victims of natural 
calamities, epidemics and 
riots and help drug addicts 
Sght the evil. 

The society has 25 mem¬ 
bers in the governing body 
and includes nearly 100 
who are working selflessly 
to make this dream a 
reality. 

Md. Masoom Akbtar, 

Secretary, CESWA, 
Calcutta. 

■ You deserve applause 
for focusing on Milton 
McCann who has devoted 
his life to the destitute 
people. I bow before this 
great humanitarian for his 
positive views on secular¬ 


ism. As he says, "The big¬ 
gest temple is where man 
works for the good of man¬ 
kind.” 

Shovanlal Bakshi, 

Calcutta 

Dream Photo 

The Candid Camera photo¬ 
graph of Yasser Arafat and 
Mother Teresa had a 
dreamlike quality about it. 
A billion thanks to Aloke 
Mitra for this shot. 

Sk. Ekramul Haque, 

Midnapore (W.B.) 

‘Hotline Rekha’ 

After a long time, Khub- 
soorat Rekha (March 18) 
decided to set up her San- 
sar with Mukesh ‘Hotline’ 
Agarwal. It was just a two- 
month-old Silsila, followed 
by a quiet Utsav and then 
came the Suhaag. Madame 
X became the Bahurani of 
Mukesh, their marriage 


Rekha: Really Kbubsoorat 

proving to be a Pyar Ki 
Jeet. The two are now set 
to start on a sweet Ghar. 

Sada Suhagan raho, 
Rekhaji, but please don’t 
take ijazaat from films; that 


Judaai will be unbearable. 

Tere bina jeeya jaaye 
na... 

R. Sengupta, 

Calcutta 

On Top 

Arnab Neil Sengupta’s 
statement that engineers 
remam poor cousins of sci¬ 
entists (April 1), IS not 
acceptable at all. Engineers 
arc definitely engaged in a 
wider range of activities 
such as engineering, man¬ 
agement, marketing, fi¬ 
nance, design, operations, 
construction. And the pre¬ 
sent industrial and scientific 
fields are dominated by en- 
gmeers in top positions. 
Chirantan Chakrabarti. 
Calcutta 

■ If memory serves me 
right, no such article has 
been published before in 
the Colour Magazme high- 
bghting the plight of en¬ 


gineers. This should have 
been the cover story in¬ 
stead of the one on the 
Pamella film. 

R. Ramanathan, 

Calcutta 
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The World Cup 
frenzy begins to take over 
ever^hing now that the 
kick-off arrives in another five 
days. Chima Okerie writes on 
the superstars and what’s in 
store this tune. 
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The monarch of the 
silver screen, Amitabh 
Bachchan, had to finally bow to 
pubhc pressure and re-dub for 
Agneepath. But whose defeat 
was it.^ 


18 


Migration all over 
the world has created a new 
set of problems. A report. 
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THE VOICE OF 
THE PEOPLE 
















■ AaitM and / worked towards creatmg 
a v^aal yoke quabty for tl» character. Li 
tUa Oaa you wdl hear a different AmitaUi 
People toU me that I was mad because 
AmitaUi has a voice which has been 
appredated by aO and here I was trymg to 
change it, inake it sound differait .— 
Dinotor Mukui S. Anand, before the re¬ 
lease ot the fiJtiwquoted m Screen, 
m This Sin has taught me one dung. Fbu 
canmakeAimtabh Bachchan thoL You can 
make ban At You can even make bun a 
gH The audience wiO accept that But you 
camot change his voice The audience will 
never accefA that —Producer Yash Johar 
four weeks later when Atnitabh completed 
the re-dubbmg of the film, quoted m 
Sunday. 

S o, the worst has happened 
Agneepatb, too, has sunk. Returning 
to the boxoCBce from the soapbox, 
AnutaUi Bachchan despite every effort 
and achievement has not really b^n able 
to step into the vacuum zone up there, a 
zone he left vacant when he went to A^- 
habad m his khadi kurta Ainitabh hasn't 
been able to usurp Amitabh 
With a trail of Shahenshah, Cangaa 
Jamunaa Saraswathi, TooAn, Jaadugar and 
Mam Azad Hoon, behind him, it needed 
the guts of a true artiste to put his biggest 
asset as a star on the chopping block and 
tty to do something only an actor would 
dm. Amitabh expenmented heavily with 
Mam Aaad Boon, but his star status still 
got in the way In any case, the audience 
wants him la^er than life, so the much 
touted film had as much unpact oh the 
turnstiles as Madhun Dixit's fist on Mike 
Tyson’s jaw 

In Agneepatb, agam, he tned to present 
hmuelf differently For one, he plays his 
age, there are no ‘songs' that he suigs He 
was aware that "m Hmdi films (one) cannot 
digress too much”, yet he was “trying not 
to do what I have been douig m the past ” 
As he said ui a pre-release mterview 
‘Hliere has been a lot of effort on detailmg 
on mannerisms, and m my approach to the 
role, and discerning cuiegoers will perhaps 
notice that ." 

Unfortunately, they didn't The nch 
Bachchan baritone had been ‘gruffed up' 
and laced with a quaint Bombaiya-south 
Indian mix. The dimeter, Vyay Dmanath 
Chavaa is a Mahmshtnan brought up on 
Harivansh Rai Bachchan's poem, 
Agneepatb, but who is given shelter by a 
south Indkui doa So, his language takes 
on A peculiar hue, his manner, voice and 
vocalnilary are equally uncouth and harsh. 
A daring experiment if any 
Mukui S. Anand, the director of the 
film, was to lament later “When experi¬ 
enced trade people saw the trials every¬ 
one appreciated the change of voice as an 
excelioit idea. But after the release, peo¬ 



ple changed their opuiKXi and blamed me ” 
Trade advice need not always be right he 
was to start the film with the scene of 
Amitabh being riddled with bullets and 
Mithun Chakraborty getting mto the res¬ 
cue act, but It was ch^ed to accommo¬ 
date the advisors. 

And talking of “discenung anegoers", 
one was showed at the reaction of the 
learned film critics most had noticed the 
change, how clever of them, but most 
thouj^t there was some “recorduig de¬ 
fect”: others couldn’t understand how an 
Agneepatb-Teatmg lad grew up to speak 
the way the man does, and some even 
thought that Amitabh had played hookey 
and the fibninakers had got his portion 
dubbed by someone else' What do you 
expect the average filmgocr to discern!* 

Ihe mass audience deaded that it didn't 
hke what it heard Agneepatb, which 
opened to a 100 per cent collection in 
advance, all over the country, on February 
16, began sagging very soon. The word 
was abuzz- what have they done to Ami- 
tabh’s voice! In a gesture which was a bit 
of a slap m the audience's face, an'explana- 
tory' ckp had to be preyed to the film in 
the third week where the actor tells the 
audience that the voice change was to suit 
the chmeter and, as an example, Amitabh 
delivers a dialogue m lus normal tone and 
then m the changed style 

The people were still not buying the 
idea Another week or so. and the 
shahenshah, much against his wishes, had 
to lay down arms He completed the re- 
dubbmg of his entire portion by March 17, 
some 6,000 feet, and the initially ordered 


54 revised pnnte were ready for release 
by March 24. 

"The expermient with his voice is a 
controversial fector,” editorialised Box 
(hSce, the leading trade journal (editor 
Vtnod Mmmi). "Amitabh's voice has al¬ 
ways be«i his asset, the need to change it 
has not been justi&d ” That seems to 
have been the logic that worked Here was 
a star whose lar^r-than-hfe image swal¬ 
lowed him up; and all his astounding assets 
gobbled up by one smgle quality his voice 

Is that fan to the artiste’ At one level, 
he IS accused of superstamng superstar 
dam Itself At another, the man is given no 
chance to show what he is really worth as 
arguably the finest actor Indian cmema has 
ever seen. The experiment might not be 
successful, but does it mean that the actor 
cannot even attempt a change without the 
mass audience and discemmg ctnegoers 
jumping at his throat’ 

Agreed, Amitabh was playing with fire 
when he expenmented with his vocal 
chords But did nut Ashok Kumar 'uglify' 
himself m Mero Soorat Ten Ankhen when 
he played the bnlliantly talented, but 
grotesque looking smger? That film was a 
miserable feilure, too, but one thought it 
was much ahead of its time Much later, 
was Rai Kapoor, and Zeenat Aman,wrong 
m 'bummg' her face in Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram^ Of course, Raj was cunnmg 
enough to compensate the viewers with 
assets other than Zeenat’s face, but it was 
a danng attempt, anyway Why is Kamala 
hasan applaud^ for doing a ‘silent film' 
(Pushpak) or the role of a dwarf (Appu 
Rais) even before the films,or their onginal 
versions, are released’ His voice couki be 
muffled m Nayakan, m a brazen copy of 
Marion Brando m (jodfather, but both 
Kamalahasan and Brando could have the 
discemmg cmegoers eatmg out of them 
hands 

Sanjeev Kumar's voice was a self- 
confessed liability and so were his ‘looks' 
(speakmg as a star) But precisely because 
of that he could easily do ‘senous actmg' 
and get away with the mantle of bemg an 
actoCj not bemg a star always makes it 
easier to be accepted as an actor Ask 
Naseeruddm Shah or Shabana Azmi Or 
even Amitabh Bachchan m his Reshma Aur 
Shera and Anand days 

But the whole thing boils down to one 
simple question. Will Amitabh ever dare 
to, and will the audience ever dare to let 
him dare to, do a mute role as Sanjeev and 
Jaya Bhadun did m Kosbish^ Or do only 
Ss^eev Kumar and Alan Arkm (1 he Heart 
is a Lonely HUhter) have the right to 
expenntent’ 

Maybe, the stakes were too high this 
tale for you, Mr Bachchan But your time 
wiH come Because the minonty is alvays 
right 

Anil Grover 


5 



If :. ^: . , ‘‘vr"~ ~ ’. 






It has remained the same ball game 
throughout 

For every team in Italy now, more than 
five teams have been left out. It didn’t 
start like that in 1930 Europe, disdainful 
of the world beyond their seas, saw only 
four of their teams sail for Uruguay The 
Uruguyans won that one at home and 
dedm^ to defend the Cup in Italy after 
four years Mussolim set standards for 
Hitler to better at the Berlin Olympics two 
years later and these were the days when 
they had good footballers but no real stars 
of the Pele and Maradona class 

The game has so far shown a cyclical 
pattern From the early World Cups when 
It was the team game that it ought to be, 
through success based on individual flair to 
the present em(^sis on teamplay mice 
again. In Italy a team is more likely to wui, 
tiK pundits say. than a Maradona's Argen¬ 
tina or a Gullit's Holland. But from after 
the War, down the years the World Cup 
finals have been stones built around some 
individuals. You im^ forget the venue. 








































but you’d renftcmber it was Pete’s World 
Cup in 1958. Just as it was Rossi’s in '82 
and \bradona's in '86. And Csrios Bilardo 
describes his '90 lot of Argentines as 
"Maradona and ten others." Stars have 
seldom been sent to the World Cup fi^s, 
they have more often been made there. 

Yet, the first real star that was sent to a 
World Cup could not quite make it. And 
there were so many others after him on 
the list that wili have eminent entries at 
the end of Italia '90. Ferenc Puskas wove 
around him the team of Magyar Magic in 


FrandB’s Platini: The star who failed to shine in Mexico 
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West Germany’s Beckenbauer: 

A living legend 

1954 and he was the first pre-tournament 
star (if Uruguay’s Andrade can be dis¬ 
counted because of the limited i^atlicipa- 
tkm in 1930). Few had looked beyond 
Puskas' Hungary in Switzerland that year. 
But it was i^skas' frontline partner San- 
dor Kocsis who took the lights ahead of 
the star with seven goals in the early 
rounds, before West Germany burst the 
Magyar bubble in the final. Four years 
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later 17-year-old Pele established himself 
as the first genuine star with scintillating 
performances ui the semi-finals and the 
final. With Pele and Brazil, for a time ball 
jugglery became the ultimate art. But 
successive World Cups after Sweden de¬ 
manded a painful price from its greatest 
star. Pele was left bruised and insulted and 
he had to return 12 years after his first 
World Cup to prove himself ail over again 
in the most distinguished company. 

Then there have been the greats who 
have not been able to comer any Woild 













by the thm line between success and 
faihire. That 74 final was nxire Cryuff 
versus Beckenbauer than Holland versus 
West Germany, though there were so 
many other very good footballers on both 
teams. Cryuff scored the first pouit by 
settmg up Holland's goal (a penalty that 
Neeslwns converted) before the West 
Germans had even got their first feel of 
the ball. It wasn’t enough though, fhe 
Germans won in the end a^ Beckenbauer 
and Gerd Muller were the heroes. Muller 
sealed the game with his 14th World Cup 
final goal, a record till today. Cryuff did not 
travel on the Ehiteh team to Argentina in 
1978 and Hollaixl again lost to the hosts in 
the final. 

Italy's VialU: The one man 
who could make all the 
difference 






Cup glory. Alfredo di Stefano and George 
Best were probably as good as any other 
in their times, but they could not show 
themselves off in the showpiece event. 
Holland’s Johan Cryuff, Europe’s reply to 
Pele, was a very limited success at the 
World Cup. He fine-tuned the Dutdi total 
football of 1974, but missed superstardom 













B razil have been sentimental favourites 
every World Ciq> since the Pele and 
Garrincha days, yet each time they had 
some individuals who would hold tfK key 
to success, like Zico jmd Socrates at the 
last two World Cups. But both of them and 
France’s Michel Platiru went back from 
Spain and Mexico as the stars who never 
came off. All three had flashes of brilliance, 
but none the mastery of a Maradona to 
carry the team on his own. 

And even at Italia 90 Brazil are 
co-frvourites with the hosts, but there 
could be a difference in thj^ Brazilian teaia 
Outside of Careca there is no one with an 
awesome reputation and even Careca does 
not carry the tags that Zico or Socrates 
did. Brazil may at last have found a team, 
rather than an assortment of brilliant 
individuals. 

Now it’s Holland’s turn to do a Brazil. 
Authors of the nameless, position-less 
style of play, Holland’s fate m Italy will be 
ti^ to the showmg of three men, more 
Ruud Gullit in that than Marco van Basten 
or Frank Rqkaard. Van Basten knows the 
way to the goal, but if he is to replace 
Maradona as the king come July 8, he’d 
need support. And the question is whether 
the Dut^ can stand on Gullit’s bad knee. 

The other most likely supremo could be 
Italy’s own Gianluca Vi^. tie showed just 
how in Sampdoria’s European Cup Win¬ 
ners Cup triumph. Vialli has ideal back-up 
men to take Italy to the title in midfielder 
Roberto Baggio (for whom Juventus paid $ 
13 million to Fiorentina in May) and 
defender Franco Baresi. 

For Italian spectators, the charm of 
getting to see new stars will not be there 
as all the best m the world play m the 
Italian league. This neutralises a lot of the 
hosts’ advantage as the Germans—key 
men Lother Matthaeus and Jeurgen Kkns- 
mann among them—have made Italy their 
home for sixnetime now hke the leading 
Dutchmen. 

Individuals apart, the last few World 
Cups have not thrown the kind of upsets of 
the fifties and sixties. The US win over 
Engfend in Brazil in 1950 and North 
Korea’s over Italy m 1966 have been the 
most uneiqjected of results at the World 
Cup finals yet. There have been other 
anomalies, &e Brazil’s return from Argen¬ 
tina ki 1978 without a loss, but without the 
Cup either. And the opener on Friday 
should see one record go—Cameroon’s 
unbeaten sequence in the World Cup 
finals. They left Spain in 1982 having lost 
out on goal difference to eventual cham¬ 
pions Italy in the qualification for the 
second round. That incidentally, was 
Cameroon’s only appearance in the World 
Cup finals. ■ 

Cbtau OkerUi'B lead story appears 
oa page 13. 






Skimmer of *90 


A lthough, thanks to a 
ktndiy dispensation, its 
advent was deferred by 
some weeks this year, the 
long hot summer is again upon 
us with Its usual asperity And 
again thousands of impreca¬ 
tions anse from the throats of 
thousands of irate househol¬ 
ders 

But why’ People never 
used to worry about the 
weather in the old days They 
just took It in their stride 
They didn’t have air- 
conditioners or refrigerators 
or any of today's diverse 
gadgetiy, but they kept their 
cool Some of them didn’t even 
have electricity 
In our family, the worst time 
was when grandfather got his 
annual bout of pnckly heat 
Suddenly, from a kindly old 
gentleman he’d become a can¬ 
tankerous, growling monster 
It wasn’t any good telling him 
he ate too many mangoes, so 
to keep him quiet my brother 
and I took turns to scratch his 
back He gave us a rupee for 
each day’s chore A rupee was 
a lot of money in those days 
Just before we left for col¬ 
lege, grandfather got the 
carpenter to make him a sort 
of spatula, made out of sandal¬ 
wood,* with a claw at one end 
This worked wonders as a 
back-scratcher and grand¬ 
father took It everywhere, 
even to the Samaj when he 
went to preside over its week¬ 
ly meetings 1 still have it 
somewhere amongst my other 
mementoes, and it is one of 
my prized possessions 
Grandmother had one of the 
rooms close to the kitchen—I 
suppose you'd call it the pan¬ 
try—filled with bottles con¬ 
taining juices and squashes 
she’d labonously distill^ over 
the year from the baskets of 
fruit that used to come m from 
our garden in the city out¬ 
skirts. She also stored for the 
winter a variety of jars contain¬ 
ing pickles and achars. People 
would come from far and near 
to'ask for her recipes 
She had earthenware pitch¬ 
ers placed at strategic posi¬ 


tions all over the house, these 
filled with pre-boiled water, 
and alongside a stool with a 
long-handled cup, so that any¬ 
one could quench himself 
whenever he was thirsty The 
cup was never allowed to 
touch the lips, but kept some 
inches away from the mouth, 
and as 1 recall those days I 
can’t remember drinking any¬ 
thing more utterly waterly de¬ 
licious 

We had a fellow named Bab- 
loo who was the pankah-puller 
and Ramu, his cousin, whose 
job It was to sprinkle the 
khas-tatties from time to time 
and water the various cour¬ 
tyards Between the two of 
them, Babloo and Kamu man¬ 
aged to keep the temperature 
reasonably under control 

O ne day. while getting his 
back scratched grand¬ 
father asked my brother what 
he planned to do when he 
passed out of college My 
brother thought for a moment 
and then replied "I want to be 



...and when things 


were'not so hot 



an inventor’ 

Grandfather exploded "An 
inventor’ he asked "What 
the hell kind of profession is 
that’’’ 

My brother, who was the 
dreamer type gave some kind 
of vague answer, saying that 
he wanted to fabricate things 
to make life easier for the 
common man "To control 
temperatures", he said 
pointedly, "and make 
machines do the work of hu¬ 
man beings” He was a little 
ahead of his time, and grand¬ 
father didn’t press him In the 
end, he became a ship’s cap¬ 
tain, out that’s another story 

As for myself, I never in¬ 
vented anything better than 
finding ways to avoid over¬ 


work But I can’t complain 
I’ve been around, sailed the 
seven seas, seen service in 
coldest Canada and hottest 
Africa. Thus I’ve become faiily 
adaptable, weather-wise 
Curiously, the hot weather 
gets me down most of all in 
Western cities, wheie one 
normally expects to escape its 
ngours, and I remember a 
recent summer we spent m 
London at the time of the 
Wimbledon Championship, 
We were staymg at a little 
hotel behind the Marble Arch 
where we had er^oyed hospi 
tabty on previous occasions 
unblemished by even the smal¬ 
lest complaint But this time it 
was stifling, close to a furnace 
as only a London June can be. 
and we prayed for the day 
when we could leave I here 
was no air-conditioning, not 
even a table fan. an amenity 
available only in more expen¬ 
sive establishments, and we 
spent much of our time in 
nearby Hyde Park 
Years earlier, in Washing¬ 
ton, where I had been 
appointed Press and Public 
Relations Officer to the 
Embassv, at a party Mrs Pan¬ 
dit gave to introduce me to the 
media, one of the guests 
fainted on arnval whereupon 
Walter Lippmann, always a 
model of decorum, asked per¬ 
mission of his hostess to take 
off his jacket He was quickly 
followed by Marquis Childs. 
Robert Heston Alfred Knend 
ly and a dozen others, all the 
creme-de-la-creme of Amer¬ 
ican journalism After her 
guests had gone Mrs Pandit 
curled up in a sofa and twitted 
me "Wherever did you man¬ 
age to get this weather from'" 
Much more recently, 
stranded m a snow§toim some 
miles out of Montreal and wait- 
mg to be rescued. I vowed to 
myself I’d never want to see a 
snowflake again 
Now. I take it all back In 
the kmd of weather we re hav 
uig. I’d welcome a blizzard in 
my backyard, whatever the 
damage. 

P.L. Bbandari 
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Of Queues 

O nly the Bntish queue 
properly In fact, says 
Hungarian writer George 
Nikesan, an Englishman 
even if he is alone forms an 
orderly queue of one. 

In Calcutta as in Rome, 
normal bus stop behaviour is 
to crowd around the stop 
and when the bus comes,to 
elbow your way on board. If 
you are British about it 
chances are that you will be 
waiting forever. 

In the US, life is worked 
out to keep waitmg in a iuie 
to a minimum. No wonder 
Amencans will not stand in a 
straight line. They just 
march up to the front and 
demand to be served which 
makes the ordinary Bntish 
very angry indeed. 

Britons live on a small 
ove’'-crowded island. On 
crowded beaches as in bus 
queues they space them¬ 
selves apart with mathema¬ 
tical exactitude. Unlike 
sheep which panic when 
they are forced into pens or 
made to pass through a small 
gate, the Bntish deal with 
any sort of congestion by 
queueing. 

Even though compute¬ 
rised voice systems have 
been installed m some banks 
which tell the person at the 
front which counter he 
should go to, the British still 
seem to prefer the old single 
file system. It is never going 
to be expedited out of exist¬ 
ence. After all queueing is 
not only a national character¬ 
istic, It is also h passion of an 
otherwise passiontess race. 



Pet Subject 

HERE LIES SASHA 
Tune does not heal the heart-ache/ 
or stop a silent tear,/or take away the 
longuig'for the one we loved so dear. 
Rest ui peace, sweetheart. 


T hese letters are in- 
scnbed m gold-leaf on a 
highly polished granite tomb¬ 
stone, costing thousands of 
rupees. 

Very touching, indeed. 
But, what IS so unusual is 
the fact that lying buried 
under the stone is Sasha, a. 
much loved dog who died 
four years ago. 

At a conference m Mona¬ 
co, on the relationship of 
man and beast, it was argued 
that bereaved owners need 
to mourn their departed pets 
m the same manner as they 
mourn deaths of family or 
friends. 

In America, pet owners 
often spend thousands of 
rupees gettmg very fancy 
coffins, and tombstones 
made for the family pet. An 
elaborate tombstone for a 
horse can cost Rs 36,000 
or more! 



In France, the French 
visit theu pets’ tombs on All 
Saints Day. In Japan, mod¬ 
em Japanese place tins of 
dog fo^ with theur pooch’s 
ashes in memorial lockers! 

In Bntain, of course, pets 


are a pet subject. The rich 
V^prians often had epitaphs 
like this ’BORN A DOG, 
DIED A GENTLEMAN!' fra- 
their pets. Royalty have al¬ 
ways buned their pet corgis 
in various Royal homes. 

Now, pet cemetries 
abound in Britaiit The one 
with the ^eatest number of 
Polities is Rossendale Pet 
Crematorium in Lancashire. 
With Its perfectly manicured 
lawns and floi^er beds, it has 
a budgie comer, a wall of 
remembrance to lodge 
ashes, and a chapel of rest 
where the Mt’s coffin can 
rest a while. They also 
arrange for a funeral service. 

Why do jieople mcreasing- 
ly favour pet cemetries? 
With shifts in residence be¬ 
coming more rampant, and 
old houses being raz^ to 
the ground for new high- 
rises, the backyard is not a 
safe place for a pooch any 
more. A cemetry offers a 
permanent resting place 
where people can go and 
visit their four-legj^ed 
hiends whenever they want 
to. 


I Spied a Spider* 



I t b not an insect. It has 
four legs, not ei^t.>It 
weighs about 710 kg. It can 
clamber up vertical glass 
waUs, without s&pjiing. What 
is it? It is a spider, a robot 
s|^r, called ROBUG. 

Each of its pneumatically 
controlled legs has been fit¬ 
ted with a powerful vacuum 


sucker. The four suckers 
help the Robug climb up 
smooth, vertical walls, and 
reach areas where hinnans 
would dread to tread. The 
Robug can go inside oil 
tanks, and carry out inspec¬ 
tions; it can scan underwater 
scenario with the help of a 
computerised camera, and. 


fitted with special tools, a 
Robug can decontaminate 
nuclear power stations. 

The Robug has little com¬ 
petition firom the Japanese 
markets. The Japanese have 
already developed a 
“Gecko" (which can inspect 
bridges), and a Hitachi- 
device which can move over 
smooth, spherical, gas 
tanks. Where the Robug 
scores over these two b: 
one, each leg is individually 
controlled by a computer; so 
it can negotiate obstacles 
and changes in level or in¬ 
clination; and two, it has 
built-in intelligeiKe. 

"Like a man wall^ on 
unfamiliar ground in the 
dark, the Ro^ puts its foot 
down to check whether it 
has a good grip, and then 
takes a step, "explains Mr 
Arthur Collie, who, along 
with {hrofessor Billingsley of 
Portsmouth, has developed 
this "Big Bug". 


iiiustnuons. KaM oaM Shamlii DwleJa and Nallnl Sitlaoil 
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The historic remains of the 
aatchaJa (a thatched roof with 
eight sections supported by 
pillars and having no walls; 
sketched above) at Barisha on 
the southern hinges of Calcut¬ 
ta belongs to the Roychow- 
dhurys of Barisha, the oldest 
zamindars of Bengal The 
legend goes that it was here, 
onjune 10,1698, that the 
three villages of Gobindapur, 
Sutanuti and Kalikata were. 
sold for Rs 1,300 to the East 
India Conq>any. A sense of 
history also clings to the more- 
than-250-year'Old ruins of the 
barabm across the road. De¬ 
scendants of the family still live 
in and around Barisha. 

The Sabamo Roychow- 


dhurys, who were originally 
Majumdars, trace their des¬ 
cent to a Kanapj Brahmin cal¬ 
led Vedagarva. They inherited 
the title ‘Roychowdhury’ from 
one of the earliest figures of 
the family, Lakshmikant Ma- 
jumdar, who was conferred 
the title by Raja Mansing^ in 
1626 along with the zamindari 
of Magurah, Khaspur, Paikan, 
Kalikata and Hetegarh. 

The title of Roychowdhu^’ 
began to be used from the time 






grandson of Lakshmikant. In 
1722, Murshid Quli Khan di¬ 
vided Bengal into a number of 
districts. Keshabram collected 
taxes firom some southern dis¬ 
tricts and had the largest area 


under his jurisdiction. Conse¬ 
quently he was paid the high¬ 
est commission (borohisha) 
and hence came the name 
Barisha. He also built a ghat 
for pilgrims on the Adi Ganga 
which came to be known as 
Kalighat. It is also said that 
Keshabram's fourth son, San- 
tosh Roychowdhury (1710-99) 
built the Kalighat temple. He 
donated 595 bighas, four 
kathas and three chhataks of 
land and the temple was com¬ 
pleted around 1809 by his son, 
Ramlal Roy, and the latter's 
nephew, Riyiblochan Roy. 

Although the transaction 
with East India Company is 
doubted, the supposedly his¬ 
toric spot still remains the 


*m 

I scene of the oldest Durga Puja 
in Bengal. It was first held in 
1610 and the structure of the 
image has since remained un¬ 
changed. Another puja for 
which the Roychowdhurys are 
known is the almost 200-year- 
old Chandipuja accompanied by 
the Chandimela which is held 
beside Shokherbazar at 
Barisha. 

Some of the illustrious 
members of the family are 
journalist Amita Malik, film 
music director Pranab 
Roychowdhury, attorney 
Abhaya Kumar Roychowdhury 
and Khirak Roychowdhury who 
was a principal of Cuttack’s 
Ravenshaw College. 
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RIES 

March 21—AprtI 20 
You must safeguard 
your health Wealth 
and happiness are your birth- 
right Your sweetheart or mate 
wUI play difficult But you will 
Anally get what you want Invest¬ 
ments. buying selling, loans and 
hinds are favourably signified 
Travel for work or personal 
reasons Is an important feature 
of June and July 

AURUS 

Apnl 21 -May 20 

Health Job and part¬ 
nerships are the trio 
that could cause you some anxi¬ 
ety Romance and passion are 
paradoxically destined for you 
Financial pressures are indi¬ 
cated because promises might 
not be kept by others In matters 
of health a medical checkup Is 
advisable Travel is a strong 
feature in June 

EMINI 

May 21—Juna 20 
You will put in long 
hours at your job and 
reap rich rewards But your 
heahh needs proper aAention In 
matters of romarx» you will 
work hard and play hard Your 
eAorts in matters of Nnance will 
be appreciated though col¬ 
leagues and subordinates will bo 
jealous You will be shifting, 
commuting or thinking of long¬ 
distance connections 

ANGER 

Juna 21—July 20 

You will Wine and 
dine, and go in for 
business deals and expansion 
Romance will hum In your heart 
Buying selling investment, re¬ 
novation and decoration are the 
nght directions of the week On 
the heatth front you should not 
have any major problem Unless 
absolutely essential lor business 
reasons It is betier to avoid any 
journey Devote some time tb 
the affairs of children, home and 
pastime 

EO 

July 21—August 21 

The full moon makes 
you active and ex¬ 
tremely determined This in turn 
paves the way to success The 
conditions and setting are ideal 
for romance Once again ex¬ 
penses will sky rocket But your 
earnings will be encouraging as 
well Minor health problema are 
likely Towards mid-week, you 
will have to travel 








iRGO 

Augutl 22—Sapi 22 
You Will be quite in¬ 
trospective Travel 
becomes one erf the maki trends 
now Heatth could be a bit of a 
problem Secret affairs as well 
as strong open ties are the hall¬ 
mark this week You will earn 
from more than one source and 
thus meat your financial commit¬ 
ments 


IBRA 

SapI 23—Ocl 22 

Focus sharp and 
clear on house 
home, renovation, decoration, 
land elders, parents and in¬ 
laws This trend sways every¬ 
thing else for the next 21 days 
Love will have a Mona Lisa smile 
and Cupid will do the rest 
Though you wilt earn well do not 
be extravagant 





CORPIO 

Ool 23-Nev 22 
Journey, communiea- 
tion, oelabratlon, rttae 
and signing of deeds and docu¬ 
ments are the week's main 
trends Finance Is a strong poM 
as by July money pours In. The 
Jupiter-Uranus opposition 
means strong romantic ties, 
though they may not be perma¬ 
nent The next 15 days are Ideal 
for travel Health improves but 
not hypertension Yom, medAa- 
tion and sporty wlu deAnItely 
help Devote more time to the 
affairs of children 

AQITTARiUS 

Nov 23—Doc 20 
Romance, children 
and property give 
tremendous thrill However, ^ 
health of elders may cause 
some anxiety Romance is your 
beautiful destiny You will have 
the money to buy, sell or Invest 
A slight emotional erf physical 
upset should be taken In your 
stnde It IS travel time Children 
will be the joy of your life 




APRiCORN 

■ Ooc 21—Jon IS 

A home away from 

- home, renovation. 

decoration, buying and selling 
are the highlights of the week 
An Important journey awaits you 
In romance expect sun and sha¬ 
dow, light and shade Important 


financial transactions are certain 
in June Taka time off from your 
busy work schedules to relax 



QUARIUS 

Jan 20-FNi IS 
News, views, mes¬ 
sages, correspond¬ 


ence, travel and communica¬ 
tions will be the life blood Ro¬ 
mance for the eligible and fan- 
eyfree Expect Ananoal gains by 
the end of July HeaHh shows 
considerable Improvement and 
therefore you will be able to work 
better In June, you will combine 
proftt and pleasure In a hand¬ 


some manner 



iSCES 

iS-ManSi 20 
Do not neglect ttw 


I-1 personal and emo¬ 

tional sides of your life now 
Religious Impulses and psychic 
doors will open out It Is just the 
right time for romance Seethe 
chances* to augment your in¬ 
come and build resources 


Health problems wiH not impede 
your progress Visits and meet¬ 
ings are foretold 












The countdown to 
the greatest 
shootout on earth 
has begun. For 
exactly one month, 
everything will 
come to a standstill 
as soccer frenzy 
takes over. 
Reputations worth 
rrullions of dollars 
will be made or 
marred. For a man 
like Maradona the 
stakes are even 
higher. If he can 
make his magic 
work this time, 
too, Eli place 
among the 
Argentine 
pantheon of gods is 
assured. I 
Chima Okerie T 

looks into the 1: 


crystal ball 
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T he images of the 1986 World Cup in 
Mexico are still vivid in my mind: 
Emilio Butragueno bursting the De¬ 
nmark bubble with four goals. Gary Linek¬ 
er guiding England to the second round 
with a hattrick against Poland, Uruguayan 
Battista setting a dubious record by being 
sent off 54 seconds uito their match 
against Scotland, France coming a cropper 
against West (k-rmany after overcoming 
World Cup holders, Italy, and Brazil, the 
unpretentious Belgians oustmg the fancied 
Soviets in a seven-goal thnlier en route to 
the last four. 

But the most lasting unpression is that 
of a stix'ky little man working his way 
majestically through the wall of defenders, 
the ball magnetically stuck to his left foot. 
Diego Armando Maradona is his name, and 
it was his World Cup all right. It was 
almost as if he was guided by supernatural 
powers. No one could stop him from doing 
whatever he liked. The entire ground was 
his domain: he defended his citadel, 
snatched the ball in midfield, foxed anyone 
who came in his way and scored goals at 
will. 

Ilie second goal against England was 
particularly memorable not only for its 
execution, but also in terms of timmg. 
Maradona's first goal m that match was the 
most controversial in the entire tourna¬ 
ment. England goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
knew, and so did Maradona himself, that it 
was the Argentine's hand rather than his 
head which had deflected the ball into the 
net. The referee thought otherwise, and 
Maradona did not seem to nund. The 
entire English team was convmced that it 
was an illegal goal and made no effort to 
hide theu" feelings. That was enough 
provocation for the little master to try and 
get a ‘clean’ goal. And soon enough he was 
cruising down the middle from his own 
half, leaving a trail of bewildered English¬ 
men hot on his heels, but unable to catch 
up with the Argentine captain. Shilton this 
time had no scope to complain as Marado¬ 
na put the finishmg touches with his lethal 
left foot. Every footballer dreams of scor¬ 
ing a goal like this. 

When I say Maradona was aided by 
supernatural powers in Mexico I'm in no 
way trying to undermine his consistently 
superb performances. 1 just want to drive 
home the point that Maradona’s brilliance 
was truly enviable, even by his own 
standards. He had gone to Mexico with a 
reputation that was difficult to live up to. 
Eventually he managed to surpass all 
expectations and carved out a place for 
himself among the very best in the game 
ever. 

Geniuses are bom, not made. Anyone 
can become a good footballer or even nse 
to above-average if he works sincerely. 
But to attain the standards of Pele or 
Maradona you need something more. 













something that cannot be acquired by any 
amount of practice. It is nothing but a gift 
of God. In Maradona's case it is his left 
foot with which he makes the ball and the 
opposition dance to his tune. 

Any left-footed gamemaker or striker is 
immensely more dangerous than a pre¬ 
dominantly right-footed player with the 
same amount of skill. I have often won¬ 
dered about the rationale behuid this 
phenomenon, but failed to come up with a 
satisfying explanation. 

A sound temperament is another quality 
of Maradona. He has been the target of 
defenders ever since he shot into the 
limelight. Stop him by hook or by crook, 
don’t let him go anywhere near the goal: 
that’s been the motto. Instances of Mara¬ 
dona writhing in pain after being felled by a 
defender are as common as Maradona 
scoring beautiful goals. Eight years ago in 
Spain, he had to leave the held after being 
literally struck by his opponents. In Mex¬ 
ico, too, the opposition tned the same 
tactic only to see it boomerang. Marado¬ 
na’s theory was simple: whatever be the 
provocation, he would keep his cool and 
not retaliate. True, he would suffer, but 
then he could continue with his natural 
game. The defenders would be made to 
reahse that there was no way this man 
could be disturbed or thwarted, and they 
would start looking at him in awe— 
mesmensed by his incredible abihties. 
They could no longer play their normal 
game because of their obsession with 
stopping one man. 

I n Mexico, a fully mature Maradona led 
his team. Not that a captain has a 
terribly important role to play in football, 
but if ever there was an instance of a 
skipper inspiring his companions it was he. 
Without behttling the performances of 
Jorge Buiruchaga, Valdano, Brown and 
Pumpido, It would be fair to say that the 
Argentine team owes 60 to 70 per cent of 
their last World Cup success to theu 
captain. 

Four years after the momentous 
tnumph, Argentina is again looking up to 
Maradona to earn them a third World Cup 
title. The million-dollar question is: Can 
Maradona reproduce the '86 magic? 

1 feel Argentina will be hard pressed to 
progress beyond the second or thu'd 
round, leave alone reach the final. No 
matter how good his form is. one Marado¬ 
na IS not enough for Argentina to retain 
the title. In 1986 the team relied greatly 
on Maradona’s ability to outsmart the 
rivals, but not as much as it is doing this 
time. I don’t like the way even their coach 
is announcing the team's dependence on 
Maradona. He is almost made out to be 
one super human who just has to take the 
field alone. 

Football is out and out a team game in 
which an individual’s contribution occa- 
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sionaliy sUnds out. But that does not 
mean others are mere puppets. This 
attitude is often detrimental to the cause of 
the team. It only invests the others with 
an inferiority complex and thereby affects 
the side’s morale. 

Maradona himself will find the going 
tougher. He will definitely be marked 
more closely than ever before. I can also 
foresee that he will be at the receiving end 
of the nastiest of fouls designed to put him 
out of the game. It won’t be anything new 
to him, but it remains to be seen how he 
tackles those situations at the age of 29 
when he is already past his prime. 

There will be a number of aspirants 
seeking to dethrone the Argentine. Marco 
van Hasten, Ruud Gullit, Komario, Care- 
ca. Gianluca Vialli, Juergen Klinsmann are 
fhe ones who will be vying for the top 
spot. The ones with exceptional skill are 
going to be under close scrutiny thereby 
making it difficult for them to display their 
real prowess. Nevertheless, there will be 
one or two who can overcome all odds— 
just like Maradona did in Mexico—and 
stand above the rest. 

I am personally pinning my hopes on the 
Dutch duo of Van Hasten and Gullit. 
Whatever 1 have gathered about them 
from the media, 1 rate Van Hasten as one 
of the most skilful goalgetters in recent 
times. Gullit can be as effective as Mara¬ 
dona. Once he has fully recovered fi'om his 
injury, his combuiation with Van Hasten 
can destroy the rival defence. 

I do not want to predict the winners. 
Hut if I were to name four teams from 
whom the championship is likely to be 
decided, my choice would be the Nether¬ 
lands, Italy, Hrazil and West Germany. 
One basic advantage these teams enjoy is 
that they have a more balanced side than 
the defending champions. Each has four or 
five potential stars in their ranks. 

T hree-time champions Hrazil last won 
the Cup m 1970 and has never 
reached the finals since then. In each of 
the last four championships they have 
flattered to deceive. Their present side 
does not have a Zico or a Sociates. But 
the Taffarels, the Bebetos, the Komarios 
and the Carecas can turn the clock lack 
and reestablish Brazil where they once 
belonged. 

West Germany are an unpredictable 
side. Over the years, they have been 
unimpressive in the early stages, but have 
somehow managed to progress well 
beyond expectations. They have played 
three of the last four finals and it would not 
surprise me at all if they are one of the two 
teams m Rome on the big day, July 8. 

I doubt that we will see a flood of goals 
in Italy. Most of the matches will be tough ; 
and hard-fou^t producing draws or mar¬ 
gins of 1-0, 2-1, 2-0. Most of the teams 







have become defence onented 1 heir 
psychotogy iS to defend their own citadel 
^t and, if chance permits, look for a Koal 
through a swift counter attack 1 his used 
to be the trademark of European teams till 
recently But now even the Latin Amcr 
leans have a similar approach to the game 
The Brazilians, once the symbol of enter 
tainment in football, are reportedly chalk 
mg a balanced strategy rather than the 
traditicmal all out approach 

You can’t really blame either the 
coaches or the players for adoptmg the 
safety-first tactic Ihere is so much at 
stake these days for the professionals If 
your team loses early, your exposure 
becomes limited and you do not get much 
scope to impress the talent hunters all 
over the world If you belong to the 
champion side, you are flooded with all 
kinds of mtentives, bonuses and maybe, a 
prize contract with a crack dub 
So, why should a team play aggressive 
football right from the kick off and nsk 
conceding a goal'' Soccer fans do not seem 
to mind the lack of a great number of goals 
as long as their team wins And as long as 
the crowds flock to see their favounte 
stars m action, football will remam the 
number one spectator sport 


As D Day draws nearer, the excitement 



Flyiog Dutchmen Ruud Gullit (left) 
and Marco van Hasten 


(above, in white) 

grows I am sure that this World Cup will 
not disappomt the foUowers of the game 
Maybe there will be personal feelmgs of 
anguish at the failure of a particular idol or 
a team But the sheer th^ of seemg the 
action live, is sure to overwhelm every 
enthusiast of the game I am no exception 
But deep m my heart, I am praymg to (k>d 
that this Woild Cup turns out to be a 
trendsetter 

Let the game be played the hard but fair 
way There should be no contrived match 
es with two teams conspiring to eliminate 
a third Let tl% footballers get a chance to 
prove themselves ■ 





T ens of thousands of Eastern Euro¬ 
peans led by East Gennans have 
headed west. More than 300,000 
ethnic Turks, forced by Bul^iia to give up 
their Islamic names and Turkish language, 
have fled east to Turkey. 

At least 20,000 ethnic Hungarians 
persecuted under the repressive re^e of 
deposed and executed Romanian dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu have escaped across 
the border to Hungary. The exodus of 
Jews from the Soviet Union in 1989 broke 
a record. 

Fifty-seven thousand Vietnamese boat 



people who have sou^t refuge in Hong 
Kong—one family living in a tree—face 
forced repatriation. In a controversial deci¬ 
sion the government of the British colony 
claimed that many of the people are not 
legally refugees and airlifted the first group 
of 51 to Hanoi just before dawn December 
12 . 

More than 700,000 Mozambicans 
fleeuig a long, savage dvil war have over¬ 
whelmed tiny Malawi, one of Africa’s 
poorest countries; in some re@ons re¬ 
fugees greatly outnumber Malawians. 
Even the number of people risking the 
perilous 90-mile boat trip from Cuba to 
Florida rose in 1989. 

All these refugees dominating recent 
headlines are caught in international,poli¬ 
tical, economic and humanitarian dilemmas 
as the migration of the world’s people 
reaches its highest level since World War 
II era. 

And the masses of people adrift con¬ 
tinue to swell From 1984 to 1989, the 
number of refugees worldwide increased 
67 per cent, from 9.1 million to 15.2 mil¬ 
lion, according to Roger P. Winter, direc¬ 
tor of the US Committee for Refuses, a 
non-profit organisation based in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

Another 14 million to 20 million people 
are "internally displaced.” They include 
Sudanese uprooted by civil war or 
Panamanians by the US invasion. Because 
they have not crossed an international bor¬ 
der, they are not officially counted as re¬ 
fugees. 

Despite the easing of many of the re¬ 
gional conflicts that produce most of the 
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Palestinians, recognised as refugees by 
the United Nations Hij^ Commissioner for 
Refugees, have been displaced for more 
than four decades, longer than any other 
group. 

With at least 4.2 million refugees, the 
continent of Africa, especially the eastern 
Horn, accounts for the second largest 
group of refugees, followed by Europe 
with more than 700,000, East Asia with 
about 650,000 and Latin America and the 
Caribbean with nearly 300,000. 

“In Europe there are quick solutions. 
European refugees are not kept in camps 
for 10 years," Winter says. “East Ger¬ 
mans are generally not counted as re¬ 
fugees once they get to West Germany, 
because they are offered citizenship.” 

Most of the world’s refugees come from 
the Third World and end up staying there, 
says geographer William B. Wood of the 
US State Department. Refugees generally 
have three options, he explains: safe re¬ 




turn to their homeland, assimilation into 
the country of first asylum, usually a 
neighbouring country that most often 
serves as a temporary refuge, or resettle¬ 
ment in a third country. 

The prime places for resettlement are 
the United States, Canada, Western 
Europe and Australia. But these doors are 
closed to many Tfurd World refugees. 
"Almost no refugees from the biggest re¬ 
fugee-producing areas. South Asia and 
Africa, get resettled in the United States," 
Winter says. 

Most of the US quota of 125,000 re¬ 
fugees for the current fiscal year is 
assigned to two regions; Eastern Europe, 
50,000 of Its 56,500 allotted to Soviets; 
and East Asia, most of the 51,500 set 
aside for Southeast Asians. 

European countries, banding together 
for their 1992 economic union, are ex¬ 
pected to get tougher on 'fliird World 
refugees. If mutual pohcies are agreed 
upon, a person denied asylum by one 
Euiopeaii country will automatically be de¬ 
nied asylum in every European country. 

As the world's refugees swell in number 
and conditions in camps deteriorate, finan¬ 
cial aid is drymg up. Contnbubons to both 
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
and the International Committee of the 
Red Cross have dropped drastically. 

And "no one can predict when and 
where the next refugee crisis will erupt," 
Wood says. “A year ago who would have 
thought of Eastern Europe." 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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• Awaaz De Kahan Hai 

Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road, 242266)—4 shows 

Directed by Sibte Hasan Rizvi 
and with music by Naushad the 
film stars newfinds Avinesh Wadh 
wan and Shikha Swarup along with 
Hindu A K Hangal Anjan Snvas 
tav, Shubha Khote Dev Kumar, 
Satyen Kappu Jamuna and Annu 
Kapoor 

• Awwal Number: Paradise 
(Bentmck Street 285442) 

A film by Dev Anand, who also 
stars along with Aamir Khan 
Aditya Pancholi and debutante 
Ektaa The music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

• Ghar Ho To Also. Roxy 
(Chownnghee Place 284138)—4 
shows 

Directed by Kalptaru and with 
music by Bappi Lahin, the film 
stars Anil Kapoor, Meenakshi 
Seshadn, Raj Kiran, Bmdu Om 
Prakash and Kader Khan 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S N 
Banerjee Road 241383)—10 45, 
2 15, 5 30 9 Inchra (Indra Roy 
Road, 471757)-4 shows 

Well on Its way to being an 
aU tune hit, this teenyboppers’ 
love story stars Salman Khw and 
debutante Bhagyashree The film 
IS directed by Sooiaj R Baijatiya 
and the music is by Raam Laxman 
o Naaka Band!: Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue, 272473), Moon¬ 
light (T C Dutta Street. 254956), 
Basusree (S P Mukherjee Road, 
484808) 

Dharmendra and Sndevi are the 


Farooque Shaikh and Rupa GanguU In Agaikmya 


Srldevl In /Vaaka BamU 

Kabir Bedi and Poonam Dhillon are 
the chief attractions The film is 
directed by Esmayeel Shroff and 
the music is by Raam Laxman 
• Swarg; Jy^ (Lenin Sarani, 
241132), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road, 277273), Liberty (Chittanin- 
jan Avenue, 553046), Kalika (Sada- 
nanda Road, 478141), Malancha 
(Regent Paiit), Jaya (Lake Town, 
573936) 

Directed by David Dhawan the 
film stars Roj^ Khanna, Govnda, 
Juhi Chawla and Madhavi 


• Aabishkar: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Sarani, 553413), Arima (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 359561), Bharafi 
(S P Mukheijee Road, 485593)— 
1, 4, 7 

A film by Sahl Dutta, starrmg 
Tapas Paul, Satabdi Roy, Manoj 
Mitra, Biplab Chatterjee, Master 
Ruitu and Indrani. The music is by 
Mnnal Banerjee 

• Aapnn Aamanr Aapnn: Mi 

nar (Bxlhan Sarani, 552753), Bgoli 
(S P Mukherjee Road. 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, 352740)—2 45, 5 30, 8 15 

Tapas Paul, Praseijjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Chatterjee, 
Deepankar De, Shakuntala Bania, 
Biplab Chatteijee, Indrara Dutta, 
Smighamitra Banerjee and Amip 
Kumar star m this Tarun Maum- 
dar film whose music is by K D 
Burman 

• Agnlkanya: Radha (Bidhan 
Sarani, 553045), Purna (S P 
Mukherjee Road, 474567)—3 
shows 

Farooque Shaikh makes his de¬ 
but m Bengah films. Also starring 
are Rupa Ganguh, Utpal DutL Anil 
Chatterjee and newcomer ChinpaL 
The fita IS directed by Gopal 
Gupta and the music is by D^ 
Mondal 

• Badnaam: Prachi (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road, 
271282), Man Jaya (Lake Town, 
573936)-3 shows 

Shibu Mittra’s maiden Bengab 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Praseijjit, Shakti Kapoor, 
Shakuntala Barua, Subhendu Chat¬ 
teijee, Bankim Ghosh and Sounut- 
ra The music is by Bappi Lahm. 

• Mandlra: Sree (Bidhan Saran, 
551515)->^, 6^ 9, Purabi (Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi Road, 350680), Ifiiala 
(Russa Road, 478666)—2.30, 
530, 8 30 

PraserqiL Sonam, Chunkey Pan¬ 
day, IndiW Shakuntala Barua and 
Pradeep Kumar comprise the mam 






















cast of thia Stqit Gvdia fym. The 
nuaic ia by LiJiiri. 

NEW RELEASES 


I liliili i iliris 


• Hub Se Na Takmia: Hind 
(Ganeab Chandra Avenue; 
272473), G«n (Achiiya jagadish 
Chandra Bom Road; 249828), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road: 
3910M), Khanna (Acharya PraAiUa 
Chandra Road; 552932), Indira (In- 
dn Roy Road; 471757), Malancha 
(Regent Park). 

Ejected by Deepak Bahry and 
with music by Laxnukant Pyarelal, 
the film stars Dharmendra, Shat- 
rughui Smha, Mithun Chakrabor- 
ty, Anita Raig and Kimi Katkar. 

• Turn Mere Ho: Paradise 
(Boitmck Street; 285442), Krish¬ 
na (T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), 
Jagat (Acharya Prafiilla Chandra 
Road: 365108). 

Aamir Khan and Juhi Chawla are 
the lead pair m this film, directed 
by Tahir Husam. 


Spci i.il Kidll', 


3-6 June: 3 pm-8 pm (except 
Monday) 

An exhibition of the works of 
eminent artists. 

At Galene 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Saram). 

3 June: 5J0 pm 

Calcutta Jourriabsts' Club febci- 
tates noted Rabindrasangeel expo¬ 
nent Shantidev Ghosh, Other par¬ 
ticipants in the evening's musical 
programme are Pradip Ghosh (re¬ 
citation) and Agnibha Ban- 
dyopadhyay, Srinanda Mukho- 
p^yay and Ashis Bhattacharya in 
Rabmdrasangeet 

At Ashutosh Birth Centenary 
HaD (Indian Museum complex, 
Sudkier Street) 

3 June: 6,30 pm 

Theatre Arts Workshop pre¬ 
sents the play, The Oresiea. a 
modem adaptation of Aeschylus'^ 
Greek tragedy. Drection. Amitava 
Roy. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Saram; 449086/432197) 

3 June: 9 JO am k 6 JO pm; 4*7 
June: 6J0 pm 

Rabindra Jamnotsav VO. orga¬ 
nised by West Bengal govern¬ 
ment's information and cultural de¬ 
partment. features a Rabuidra- 
sangeet session on 3rd morning 
and dance-drama Mayar Khek, 
presented by Indian Cultural 
Troupe, on 3rd evemng. two 
Rabuidrasangeet sessions on 4th 
and 5th; play. Bichaiak. presented 
by Bhaash. on 6th: and a musical 
fe^ure. Gaaner Patobhu- 

mllev Rabmdrasangeet. presented 
by Indira, on the concluding 
evening. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road: 289978). 



PrintMl hero te th* rogufor Indian AirilnM 
dukk But thn wlMduIn hu baan aurtallad dua to 
tha fliounding of Ha Alitoua A820 float. Paaaan* 
gara ora asiviaod to kaap traek of announoo- 
manta mada by Indian AMinaa in tha praaa. Fw 
aa alat anc a. th^ may eontaot 262148, 262686, 
266869, 262417, 669438, 669841/20/4^ and 
669633. 


4 b S June: 6J0 pm 

Indian Council for (Cultural Rela¬ 
tions presents The Arts of Afiica 
1990, featunng a 15-member 
theatre group fixxn Uganda. 

At Vidya Mandir (1, Moira 
StreeU 446420). 

9 June: SJO pm 

Surdas Sangeet Sammelan pre¬ 
sents an evening of ghiuals featur¬ 
ing Naim Ah, Alauddin Khan. Man- 
joor Hossaui, Sova Kabra, Reshmi 
Palit, and Neha Jam Also, dances 
by Uma Kabra 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road. 289978). 

TRAVEL 


I’l.lIU s 


NOT6: All arHval and do- 
partiirn ttman am for Cal- 
eiitta. nguras In braekata 
danota tha daya, 1 balng 
Mensiay. 


I Mti'rii;il iiMi.il 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/AI-101 at 
0215. 

Calc u tea-Del hi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7); Al-1651/ 
Al-165 at 0500. 

CaicHtta-Deihi-Parls-LoMlon: 
Dep. (7): A1-1651/AI-135 at (SOO. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5) AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 2020. 
TokyO’Bangkok-Calcutla- 
Bombay: Arr (6) Ai-309 at 
1915; Dep. (6). AI-309 at 2015. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
CakutU: Arr. (7); AI-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7)- AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 134a 

Loadon-OelU-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): A1-132/AI-1320 at 1340. 
Moacaw-Dubal-Calcntta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Oubal-Moscaw: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-Calcntta-Ammaa: 
Arr. (1, 4): R)-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1. 4): R)-181 at 0830. 
CalGUtta4lBcapore: Dep, (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Slnfapore-Calciitta: Arr. (2) : 
S(M16 at 1020 and Arr. (5); SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Cakutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2. 4, 
Th IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
lC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3. 6); 
TG-314 at 1.355 
Dalbl-Cakutta-Dbaka; Arr 
(6); IC-843 at 0755, Dep. (6): 
IC-843 at 0855. 

Olwka-Calcutta>Oelhl: Arr. 
(6); IC-844 at 4115; Dep (6i 
IC-B44 at 1215. 

Calenttn-Katlnpaaida: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6. 

7) : IC-247 at 1600; Air. (1. 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2, 4, 6. 7); 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcntta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-0O2 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920, Dep. (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7): BG- 
094 at 1620, Dep. (J ); BG-0S8at 
IffiO, Dep (2, 4, 5, 6, 7); IC-223 
at 1340. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (daily); 
BG-001 at 1010 and B(}-095 at 
1840, Arr. (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7): BG- 
093 at 1540, Arr. (5): BG-097 at 
1740, Arr. (2,4,5,6. 7): lC-224at 
1540. 

Cakutta-Chlttagong: Dep. (2, 

5); BG-6e8 at 1415, Dep (3, 6): 
lC-225 at 1330. 

Chlttagong-Cakutta: Air. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (3, 6): 
IC-226atlSS0. 

Cakutta-Paro: Dep. (2)- KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr. (2): KB-105 at 
0800. 



Cakuna-Bombay: Dep (2): Al- 
101 at ()25a Dep. (6); AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Cakutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Cakutta-Delhl: Dep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Oelhl-Cakutta: Arr. (l); Ai- 
1320 at 1340.; Arr. (7)- Al-1122 at 
0330. 

Cakutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 171(h 
Arr. (daily). IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205 

Cakutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1920. Dep (1, 2. 3, 5. 6, 
7)- IC-176 at 0845, Arr. (daUy): 
IC-274 at 1830, Arr. (I. 2, 3, 5. 6. 
7): IC-175 at 0755 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily) 
IC-265 at 1640; Arr. (daily) IC- 
266 at 2150 

Cakutta-Bangakre: Dep (2, 

3. 4. 5. 6. 7) IC-271 at 1400; Arr 
(2. 3, 4. 5. 6, 7) OC-2n at 1945. 
Cakutta-VIxag-Madiaa: Dep. 
( 1 . 2. 4. 6) IC-542 at 073a An. 
(1. 2. 4. 6); IC-541 at 0945. 
C^ulta-Guwalutl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 132a Arr. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1610. 

Cakntta-DIbrugarh: Dep. (1. 
2. 3. 4. 5. 6). lC-201 at 113a Arr. 
(1. 3. 5. 6); IC-202 at 1245. Arr. 
(2. 4): IC-202 at 1500. 


Calcutta-Teapur-Jorbat- 
Guwahatl-Caleutta: Dep (3, 5. 
7); IC-213 at 103a Arr. (3. 5, 7): 
IC-213 at 1540. 

Cakutta-Guwahatl-DImapsir: 

Dep. (1. 3, 5, 6): IC-219 at Ilia 
Air. (1. 3. 5. 6); lC-220 at 1550. 
Caktttta-Bagdogra: Dep (dai- 
iy); IC-221 at IlOa Air. (daily): 
(C-222 at 1320. 

Cekutta-Agertala: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2. 4): 
IC-24d at 1030. Dep. (3, 5. 6. 7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep (1): IC-24:i 
at 1400, Arr (daily): IC-242 at 
0900 Arr. (2. 4). IC-244 at 1230. 
Arr (3, 5. 6. 7): IC-244 at HTJO. 
Arr. (!)• IC-244 at 1600. 
Oalcutta-Silchar-Impknl: Dep 
(daily); IC-25S at 060a Arr. (dai- 
): IC-2S6 at 1030. 
alcutta-Bbubaneshwar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep (3, 
5, 6); lC-269 at 17ia Arr. (3, 5. 

6) ; IC-270 at 2040. 
Cakutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 

2. 7); IC-277 at 1745: Air. (1, 2, 

7) ; IC-278 at 2215. 
Caktttta-Port Blair: Dep (2, 
4); IC-28S at 0545; Arr. (2, 4): 
IC-286 at 1015 

Calcutta-Pnrt Blalr-Car Nko* 
bar. Dep (1); IC-287 at 0545; 
Arr. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna' 
Laickaow-Delhl: Dep (1, 3, 4, 
5. 6, 7): lC-410at 083a Air. (1. 3, 

4. 5, 6, 7)- iC-409 at 1420. 

CalcHtta-Shlllong-Onwabatl- 
SIkhar: Dep. (didy); PF-701 at 
094a Arr. (daily); PF-7Q2 at 1650. 
Cakutta-Cooch Behar: Dep 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 06ia Air. 
(2, 4, 6, 7); PF-70e at 09ia 
Calctttta-Gnwabatl'Jorhat- 
Lilabairl-Dibnigarh: Dep (1, 

3, 5, 7): PF'709/735at 0815; Arr. 
(1. 3. 5. 7). PF-71(V736at 1725. 
Calcutta-Impbal'DImapnr: 
Dep (2, 4. 6); PF-727 at lllS; 
Air. (2. 4, 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Cakatta-Agartala-Kansalpar- 
Kallaibar-Agartala-Calcntta; 
Dep (2. 4. 6): PF-729 at OSSa 
Air. (2. 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Caleutta-Jamskedpur: Dep. 
(1. 3, 5); W-717 at 060a AiT- d. 
3,5): PF-718atOeOO. 
Cakntta-Agaitala: Dep. (1, 3, 

5. 7): PF-729A at OSSa Ait. (1,3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakutta-Akawl-SIkhar Dep 
/daiy): PF-705 at li2a Air. (dai- 


at ' 









ly) PF 706 at 1615 

Calcutu-Rourkela-Kanchi: 

Dep (1 3, 5) PF.715 at 0600 
Arr (1. a 5) PF-716 at 1025 

Calcutta-Gawabatl-LUabari- 


ZIro-Daparico. Dep (2 4 6) 
PF 721 at 0930 Air (2 4 6) 
PF 722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

Olbrugarh'Paaalghat'AloBg: 


Dep (1. 3, 5) PF-723 at 1045, 
Ait (1, 3, 5) PF 724 at 1950 

Calcntta-Jamahadpur-Pataa: 

Dep (2, 4, 6) PF-725 at 0550, 


Ait (2. 4, 6) PF 726 at 1040 
Calcutta>Dhanbad>Gaya 
PatBa-Dhanbad'Calcutta 
Dep (1, a 5) PF-737 at 0600 
Air (1. a 5) PF-738 at 1100 


Irains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

K9mrmh 

Time 

On 

2311 

19 00 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

1920 

Amritsar Mall 

8 05 

3006 

3003 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9 15 

AIrCond (New OalhI) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya Varanasi 

Dep Tues Thurs S Sal 

Arri Wed Fn 6 Sun 

18 00 

2382 

230J 

9 15 

Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex 
press via Palna 

Dep —Mon Wed Fn & Sun 

Am —Mon Tues Thurs S 
Sal 

18 00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

Ra|dhsnl Exprasa 5 days a 

11 00 

2302 


week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 
& Sun 

Arri Tues Wed Thurs 
Sal & Sun 


2373 

23 00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp 
Tri Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fn & Sal 

Am-tues Wed & Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex 

press 

Dep —Mon & Thurs 

Am —Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20 06 

Ooon Express v a Grand 
Chord 

7 20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Toolan Express via Ma n Lme 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Expreas 

15 45 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Express via Ma n Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

21 10 

OalhI Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

530 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Expreas 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

MIthlla Express 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

600 

Kanchan)unga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Guwahatl) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 26 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Asanaol Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Danapur Exprasa 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Arri —Fndav 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22-06 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Exprasa 

Dep -Tues Thurs 5 Sal 

Am —Mon Thurs & Sat 

600 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santinikstan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambal (Gwalior) TrI 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep —Thurs Sal 5 Sun 

Arn — Tues Wed S Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15 25 

Shiprs (Indore) Express 

Dep —Tues & Wed 

Am-Sal & Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktlpun) (Chooan) 

Deo 5 Arr - Mon A Fr 

730 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dap & Arn —Friday 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19 00 

Darteeling Mall 

8 45 

3114 

3153 

21 40 

Oour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11 20 

Jammu Tawi Express 

16 30 

3152 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Sarai Express via 

SBG Loop 

12 50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

BhagirathI (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

518S 

12 40 

Chhapra Express Tn-weekly 

4 30 

5186 


Dep & Am —Wad Fn & Son 


OapadiM SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnM 


Up 

Tima 

Jioanwft 

Tima 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

6002 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 



EXPRESS 



2860 

13-10 

Gitaniall (Bombay) Express 

14-60 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Express 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Cotomandal (Madras) Expreas 

11 30 

2842 

2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

Am —Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tats Steel Express 

10 20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

lapat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Hsila Express 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Purl Express 

530 

8008 

8409 

19 20 

Jagannath (Puri) Express 

7 45 

8410 

2621 

5-55 

Ohaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21 20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupall Expreas 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
preas 

14 45 

11-20 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulia Exprasa 

Dep -Except Saturday 

8018 




Arn Except Sunday 



2602 

22 35 

Guwahatl Howrah 
Trivandrum Central Expreas 

Monday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Cantral-Howrah 
Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Termlmis 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 
(via Visakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Cochln Harbour 
Terminus Waakly Express 
(via Howrah A Vlsakha- 
patrMm) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 

13 45 

2651 



Suparfast Express 

(via Visakhapatnam A 

Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Arn—Tues A Fn 



2674 

22 35 

Guwahati-Bangalora City 
Waakly Exprasa (vis Howrah 

22 15 

— 



A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 




14 10 

Bangalore City-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13 45 

2673 

2610 

22 35 

Paina-Cochin Harbour Tar 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 


— 

14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13 45 

2609 


Patna Waakly Eapraaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

ENOUmiES For round tha clock information of Eaatam 
Railway traina, piaaaa dial 20384b-B4 for in>comlng tralna: 
203638-44 for all othar informations Foa information 
about roaarvationa on Eaatam and South Eaatam Rallwaya 
trains, dial 203800 (fmm 9 am to 9 pm on woakdays and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundays and gaaattad holidays) 
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ALLEY OOP8I Ju*l on* of (our tooaoo Mrtlaw Iho boarting pin* 
In tho conloat abovo. Which ono to (or you to docWa. 


o NAME DROPS* Drop T from Ted and you have Ed 
Drop S from Sandy and you have Andy Drop V from 
Vanna and you have Anna Drop C from Calvin and you 
have Alvin Can you think of some more? 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



mmm 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES7 There are at toatt ate dWar- 
encaa in drawing detaito between top wKf botiom paneto How 
quickly can you find them? Check answars with those batow 

* IU*W 9 Bumw 91 nateOd $ BwM#ii n UK> 
epos y pMOuitiuirv c autMuqinncuia S Bumsuapiie I fouutim 




‘'Mmltl 


EVERYTHtNO SHIPSHAPE? 

How long wW H take you to *saa' 
through Ms amusing verae-dddla? 
Hs subiect Is somatnlng that w an 
important pan of a ship, and is 
spelled with four totters 

TWO paraNato a straight line 
moat 

Two upright angtos on their 
feet. 

Then don't forget whan doing 
thus. 

Be t ween the thrsa place haH 
of us. 

And thars It rhtos upon tho 
tide. 

Front to rear, and sMa to sUa. 

What part of a ship is that? 

ww «q Jim psoMUHp mt m 


eAGESWEADI Letters, A. 
B, C and 0 stend tor ages 
el four differont poiaons in 
tho ehart. below, with one 
letter mlaalng from each 
line. Sums rsprasent a tot¬ 
al of tha ages of throe 
persons indl^ad. 

You are asliod to deter- 
mine tha age of aash of tha 
four persons by studying 
totals In the chart. 

it-a ee—o rc-e ss—v wev 



mss 

=113 

A 

falB 

=134 


=146 

am 1 

= 111 


FUNSPOT 



PLAY BALL! Cornin' alcha — a Mg bail of srtowl Use crayons or 
colored pencils neatly Coda-1—Rad 2—LI blue 3—Yellow. 4—U. 
brown S—Flash tones S—Lt green 7—Ok bronm S—Ok green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 pernfs for using all the 
leftars in Ihc word below to form 
two complefo words 

PARASITE 


THEM KOre J polnis each for all 
words of four toffars or mera 
found among the toffars 

Try to score at toast M paints. 

SCO sns uisiesut n qi w a o 








































A n interesting letter has 
fftcome In from Smwarajit 
Lahiri Chakravarty, Calcutta- 
63. 

"About the quotation ' 
‘Fool-of-the-People’ of Lin¬ 
coln, I would like to draw 

S iur attention. The 25th 
arch I990's publication 
said that it was doubtful 
whether Lincoln actually 
said, "You can fool all the 
people some of the time and 
some of the people ail the 
time, but you cannot fool alt 
the people all the time.” The 
‘Cooper Union' speech that 
was delivered by Lincoln, in 
New York city, before he 
became President, was not 
Jotted down by any, as all 
were eager to listen to it. As 
no proof of its existence 
stays, we cannot, with li- 
mited knowledge, say that 
Lincoln never produced it. 
Evidently, it became the 
‘Lost Speech'. The real copy 
of his best letter, written to 
Mrs Bisby, on the death of 
her five sons, is not trace¬ 
able. But we cannot say that 
Lincoln never wrote it. 
According to Satyabrata 
Mahapatra, Lincoln never 
said the quotation (sic) of 
‘Fool of the People’ and he 
got the idea from a book 
They Never Said It. We must 
remember that these books, 
with striking labels and head¬ 
ings, are written for quick 
sale only and to confuse us 
with our existing knowledge. 
Lincoln actually said it in his 
senatorial campaign in 1858. 
But I must thank my friend 
for letting all of us know that 
Lincoln probably did not say 
it. I am also amazed to find 
that one can, if he so de¬ 
sires, become a Lincoln au¬ 
thority by reading a book 
only. The Telegraph Colour 
Magazine did a great Job by 
putting the Interesting issue 
before readers.” 

Thanks tor your views 
Smwarajit, but please read 
the issue in question again. 
Why accuse Satyabrata 
Mahapatra who only sent us 
a list of phobias which we 
published. He never said 
anything about Lincoln's 
speech. It was, in fact, I who 
gave the story as a sample 
antry (with comment) from 
an interesting book I had just 


CBS 


1 1 fmOiiaetton; What la the “lighthouse 
sign”? (Rajat Bharaava. elo H. K. Bhar^ 

! gava. 92 Jodhpur Autc. Caleutta-TOO 068) 


gava. 92 Jodhpur Parte, Caleutta>700 068 ) 
4Ae; In aeute otitis media (disease of the 
middle ear), the pulsating dischwge 

^-LJ5:—I when examined by otoscopy, reflects 

light Intermittantly. This is called the “lighthouse 
sign”. 


read— They Never Said It 
The Oxford University 
Press is not in the habit of 
publishing books ‘with strik¬ 
ing labels for quick sale'. The 
authors Paul ^ler, Jr. and 
John George are professor 
of history and professor of 
political science and sociolo- | 


'-if; 

QUtSTlONS 


gy at US Universities and the 
authors of severai books. Ait 
the book says, and so do 
you, is that there is no record 
of tis quotation being from 
Lincoln. The Oxford Book of 
Ouotatkms gives the source 
as “Attnbuted words in a 
speech at Clinton, Sept. 8, 




ij,>/ 

..6fi 

ANSWERS 


'kfl 


185^. N.W. Stephenson, 
Autobiography of A. Lincoln 
(1927). Attributed also to 
Phineas Bamum, 1810-91.” 

Abhyit Ganguly writes 
from Bumpur; 

"The sixth Annual Found¬ 
ation Day Quiz was o^- 
nised by the Graduates' 
Association on April 8,1990. 
About 140 teams partici¬ 
pated in the School Quiz and 
the Open-to-all Quiz. Quiz¬ 
masters were BiswaJH Basu, 
OJM, SBIandRajibRay 
conducted the Quiz admir¬ 
ably in the presence of a 
huge crowd. In the School 
Quiz, the team comprising A. 
Ghose and J. Mukherlee 
emerged victorious while in 
the Open Quiz. P. Chatteijee 
and A. Roy were the winners 
of the coveted Shyamal 
Gandhi Memorial Trophy. 
Several dignitaries attended 
the function.” 

Ehtesham Anjum has 
listed official government 
publications named after 
their colours: 

"White Books: Portugal 
and China; 

Blue Books; Official reports 
of the British government; 
Yellow Books; French offidal 
books; 

Grey Books; Official reports 
of the Japanese and Bel¬ 
gium governments; 

Green Books: Official Italian 
and Persian publications; 
Orange Books: Official 
Netherlands publications”. 

“Which horse won the first 
Derby?” asks Chittaranjan 
Pal, Calcutta-5. 

Sir Charles Bunbury's 
horse Oiomed won the first 
Derby at Epsom Downs in 
England in 1780. The racing 
classic was named for Ed- 
vrard Stanley, 12th Earl of 
Derby, who, together with 
Bunbury, promoted ttie 
event. The story goes that a 
coin was tossed to see which 
of them the rs^ would be 
named after. But for that coin 
toss, there might have been 
the "Epsom Bunbury" at 
Epsom each summer, not to 
speak of the Kentucky Bun¬ 
bury and the Calcutta Bun- 
buryl 























I THAT MAkeS 

VOU /V»y BEST PRfENP/ 








I Y r CAN ALWAYS TELL 
PIJ7NT 1 WKEN YOU WANT TO 
EVEN" 1 BORROW SOMETMINS, 
_ , LIKE MY 

CAR OR 

—^ AAONEV^' 




HOW (70 YOU KNOW I WAS SOINS 
TO ASK YOU THAT?" I AAAV HAVE 

ASKEO YOU _^ 

WHAT YOU'RE /— 7 ?' 

POiN® , / (^ y, -1 

TONIGHT/ y ifT mk^\ 





ISBo 


I WAY HAVE ASKEP YOU HOW 
YOU'RE (TOING/ I WAV HAve_ 
ASKEP YOU IF YOU WANT TOGO 
ON A DOUBLE l»TE TONIGHT/^ 







Yoli'RE ^ Re^u. 
SWEETHEAyRT FOR 
DOIKG TRE GHOPPihAG 











MELkO,M oose.' \ 

U1ST6M TSa TMESe QOOO \ 
^0&9 Ai^EASLE FOR 
>tou A*r -hAE Oooxy ' 
EMFUOYMERT AGElACY -csrf 


OR^TiAEREfe MT 
- DooReeuL. / 


/>1i 


I'M 

AFRAtO 
I'U MAVe 
To ^ARG j 
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OUrSDE TWE MAI>tfAN C 0 UCT 5 
OF UW 



■n^B AMClENT CEEE/WOWy OF LAWD '9 CAV 
UNCHAKteED Foe FIVE HUtJOeED VEARS^ 
BE&IM5 


KiJ / 



I / 



AS TWE COLP OF lA/INTEI? 

AllAKE (J5 STEOWG, BRAVE EULBRS 
Keep us free ' mo comes BEFoee twe 


TJ Ni 






< 



I FeiWCESS BENUI 3 A 
OF T>fe NORTTVIEEN 
ISLES, COME TO CLAIM 

ArtAPAKA FDR ire 
SOKEREISM, MV FATHER, 
, KIN© TeLmUD 




/ 


Bur THE UMCHAM 6 IMS CEEEMOWV TAKES 
A SUPPEM. UNEXPECTED TWIST, 


Malt this farce ' 

ALLE 6 IANCE MUST 
BE 5 \WOEW TO THE 
ONE TiaJE RULER ' 




I AM THE POWER 
OF WINTER THE 
STRENGTH OF yOUR 
LANP ' BOW BEFORE 
/OUR EMPRESS, 
i <?UEEN lANDII^' 












Political dramas can often become boring and S.R. Bommai doesn't pretend to 
close the yawning gap between politics and drama. His being elected as tfi^ 
interim president of the Janata Dal *imcontested* was preceded by hectic 
lobbying and the withdrawal of the other contestants. Another propped up~ 
victory for the Devi Lai faction? Or just another crazy spectacle? Photograph 

by RAJ SETHI 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits Including covet for hospita'isation 
at home under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) it also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India s Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Age limit 5 70 years * Personal Aecident cover 
available on payment of addrtional premium 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

3100 

250 

17 600 

— 

350 

25 500 

— 

600* 

37 750 

5 250 

840* 

52 750 

7 400 

1300* 

82 500 

11 500 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 



BORN TO LEAD 


IS » 4^ C 1. A I M 


CONTOUR ADS N.A IWE/89 





ULKA 11402 



Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 


Sttftpfier Cameras 


MarXeted by AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
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Wliat a Tour! 

This summer I had made a 
programme with my grand¬ 
children to visit some tour¬ 
ist spots, llie estimated 
cost was Rs 22,000. Mira¬ 
culously, we eiqoyed being 
to Simbpal, Goa. Khajura- 
ho, Sandakphu, Dzongn, 
Nepal and many more 
places by spending just Rs 
2.20, thanks to the Colour 
Magazine (April 29). 

P.C. Dasgupta, 

Calcutta 

■ I wish to warn your read¬ 
ers about visitmg McClus- 
kiegunj during summer. 
The mercury there 
touches, and even crosses, 
40'C. in May-June. The 
Pujas are the best time to 
go there. 

Tibar Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ It was one of the best 
issues you have published 
m recent times: excellent 
pictures and useful travel 
tips. 

Saugata Basu, 

Calcutta 

Sir Pron’ 

Prabhat Kumar writes that 
Pran was probably the first 
actor who specialised as a 
villain (The Good Bad 
Man’, April 15). But there 
was Ishwarlal before him in 
the thirties, specialising in 
Wadia Movietone's der¬ 
ring-do pictures with E. 
BiOimoiia and Madhuri in¬ 
variably playuig the lead 
pair. 

A.P. Sinha, 

Deoghar (Bihar) 

■ It is difficult to find a 
versatile actor like Ptan 
and equaOy difficult to find a 
gentleman like him in the 
film industry. He would 
have been 'Sir Pran' if he 
had been m Hollywood in¬ 
stead of Bombay. 
Hareknishna Mahanta, 
Bokaro (Bihar) 

■ Pran did his gallery act 
with a touch of class. After 
the super success of Zkldi 
and Grahasti, which ran for 


60 weeks m those days, 
followed by Apradh, there 
was no looking back for 
Pran. We salute the great 
actor. 

Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

Great Occasion 

It was a handsome tribute 
that you paid to the sitar 


of your shocked readers 
would have us believe. 
Sudip Basu, 
Chandannagore (W.B.) 

a I was shocked to see that 
the latest issue of the Col¬ 
our Magarine did not carry 
any sexdting photographs. 
We are youths and need 
such relief badly. Those 
who are not interested can 



Sukanya and Ravi Shankar: 

supremo, Ravi Shankar, on 
his TOth birthday (‘Sweet 
Seventy’, May 6). The 
photofeature projected the 
great occasion beautifully. 

Md. Naslm Ansari, 

Howrah 

Not So Gross 

1 find nothing objecaonable 
in the pictures of lingene- 
dad sirens in the Colour 
Ma^me (‘Our PameHa’, 
April 1). At the same time, 

I do not wish this coveted 
publication turn into a girbe 
booklet. 

But the photographs you 
have published so fax have 
not bran as gross as some 


In tune 

skip over those pages. 

Feroz Ahmed, 

Guwahati 

■ What was so important 
about Asha doing tte role 
of Pamella so as to deserve 
a cover story? It seems 
you have lauin±ed 'Opera¬ 
tion Nudity’ so Uiat there is 
a rush of sex-starved read¬ 
ers to the hawkers. 
Gautam 
Bhattacharjee, 

Agartala 

■ A final request: please 
don’t pubbsh such photo¬ 
graphs ui future. 

Jamaluddin Khan, 

Jamshedpur 


The Telegraph 

10 JUNE 1990 
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’The new rage in the 
world of medicine is the 
Tibetan's touch But is it 
something really new’ 


14 

■ aTTerracottaisanold 
art, but there are novel ways 
of looking at it 




’ Europe has devised 
a umque method of keepmg 
the environment clean A 
report 




Bagb Bahadur (India) 


The Cannes film 
festival A look at some of the 
fibns screened at the world’s 
most glamorous fibn event 
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COVER STORY 




Inesses are being curea 
by the ^ribetan’s touch. A 
treatment where the 
study ot the pulse is 



\: 


■ 





4 A 17th century silver icon of 
Thang-ston rGyal*po, the 
wellknown yogic who, between 
his thumb and index finger, 
holds the Grub-thob Rll-dkar, 
a pill he formulated for 
Bad-kan, a general cold 
disorder due primarily to 
lack of digestive heat 


all-imporbuit and the 
medicine men strike at 
the roots 



Dr S. Wangdu Changbhar 
dispensing herbal medicine 



Miracle Men 


























T ibet, best de8a3)ed at Roof of the 
World, still coqjuies tq> a feeling of 
magic, mystery and mysti^sm. 
Periiaps this was why Tibetan medicine 
was mumbo jumbo to the first Western 
tnveDers in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

It is said that the first lady doctor m 
Tibet came from India in the iti century. 
Her companion married a princess and 
became royal physician in the Tibetan 
court where doctors were held in highest 
esteenn. The profession is still a hereditary 
one and even today, a 'bom’ doctor is 
considered sometim^ more qualified than 
one holding a piece of paper. 

High on a hill near the capital Lhasa, the 
first Tibetan Medical College was estab¬ 
lished by Dese Sangay Gyatso, regent <A 
the fifth Dalai Lama in the 17th century. I 
Chokepure, the medical course was not a 
five or 10 year one. Here 300 monks 
devoted their lives learning the art of heal¬ 
ing. The medico monks walked through 
meadows and forests identifying and cd- 
lecting plants—roots, leaves, flowers, 
seeds ai^ bark, and all Um v^ule chanting 
mantras. 

In 1916, during the time of the 13th 
Dalai Lama, the Lhasa Astro-Medical Cen¬ 
tre was founded. For the first dme, lay 
people including women were admitt^ 
Return to nature is the last call for 
survival in the last decade of the 20th 
century. The pendulum has already swung 
towards nature cures and therapies and 
the andent indigenous medical systems Of 
the East In the West Grandma’s sinqdes 
and Aunt’s potions have reappeared in 
medicine chests and on toilet tables, 
patented and packed in eye-catching con¬ 
tainers. Tibetan medicine is the latest en¬ 
trant in the field of systems other than 
all(^thy in Calcutta. 

What is Tibetan medicine? A "dynamic 
and integral aspect of Tibetan culture is its 
traditional system of natural medicine.’’ 
Similar in many respects to the ancient 
Ayurvedic system of medicine which, 
most agree, travelled to Tibet from Imlia 
with Buddl^m, it has been influenced by 
the native Tibetan Bon, the Chinese, 
Unani, Turkish and Greek systems. Tibe¬ 
tan medicine has been slow to catch on. 
Other systems of alternative medicines 
have received recognitkm from time to 
time. Peikaps one of the reasons for its 
exchisimi to date is that very little is really 
known about Tibet The system is still 
shrouded in mysticism. 

Tibetan medcal theory holds that the 
cause of disease is in the mind and the 
essence of Buddhism is to develop the 
mind over matter. The three poisons of 
anger, attachment and ignorance disturb 
the delicate balance of the human mind and 
body causing sickness. The Buddhist way 
of healing is to elimmate these poisons and 
create a positive mental approach Like 


By Bunny Gupta 
andJayaChaliha 

notographa: Subhajlt Pal 

Ayurveda and Unani, the treatment is of 
’opposites’. For examine, if the body is 
overheated (solar), a cooling (hmar) mi^- 
cine IS ghrea The docior treating his ’un¬ 
balanced’ patient must be a man at com- 
passioa For those doctors who practice 


Dharma, the medicine is a practical ap¬ 
plication of their refigian. 

Diagnosis is frst and foremost in any 
system of treatmoiL In Tibetan medicine, 
the doctor ‘watches’ and ‘feels’—he 

13 different vnya. In some diaoniar^ he 
analpes the urine by the use of his senses 
of sight, smell and taste. In serious cases, 
pulse diagnosis is done at twflight when 
the beat is supposed to reflect the body’s 
performance best 



Jlgmc Taarong: McdlciiM man trom the mouataliis 




ai texts. These are in Pali and Sanskrit and 
are preserved in India and other parts of 
the world outside Tibet. 

Many medicinal Buddhas have been 
reincarnated in the two and a half mil^- 
niums. Yu-Thog-ytxn-tan mGon-po (708- 
833AD) is the Father of Tibetan Medicine. 
He synthesised the best of Cnitral Asian 
medidnal traditions of tlM time and de- 
reloped Tibetan medicine on die-Ayurve- 
die system. A bter Buddha, Tharg-ston 
(Gyal-po (1389-1510) formulated the first 
aspirin and is seen holding the panacea in 
the fingers of his ri^t hand. 

In India, the first modern centre for 
Tibetan medicine was established in Dhar- 
amsala by the present Dalai Lama in 1960- 
61. One of its early directors was T. Jigme 
Tsarong, the man partly responsible for 
the emergence of the Tibetan system from 
the cloud of superstition and mystery. Af¬ 
ter graduating from the Vaipiraiso Uni¬ 
versity in the USA, be worked on WaD 
Street— “Portfolio Management,” he 
adds with a twinkle in his eye. Yes, he 
earned a quick buck, but was not happy. 










He returned to Dharamsala and offered Ms 
sovioea to the DaU Lama. During die 
eight yeara dot he ww director, bMidea 
hk adminiBtrative iiinctiartt whidi were 
many, he became deeply involved in the 
study of the medical ayatem. 

When he rdinquiahed the poet, Tsarong 
started a crusade to preserve the sources 
of medkane and to propagate the system. 
‘Tibetan medicine is Buddhist medicine,’’ 
he says, and daims that TBiet is the oidy 
one among the Buddhist countries uiiere 
the syston was preserved and developed 
a its purest form. He feeb Vay strongly 



tra, Lake Gardena 


that a patient has the ri^t to know about 
the medicines given him. This, 'Tsarong 
believes wiD he$ him respond positively to 
the medication. 

At his home in Durpin, Kalimpon& he 
spends his time studying and translating 
Tibetan texte. He is omipiling a medical 
dictionary, and is the author of two bodes, 
of which the Handbook (dTlatBtiottal Tibe¬ 
tan Drugs contains 175 medicines with 
their cures andactions. The bode is avail¬ 
able at the Nizamuddin Clinic in Delhi and 
at Oxford Bookshop in Darjeeling. 

Tsarong’s hobbies include gdf—he is a 
member of the ‘Groovy Squares,’ a popu¬ 
lar foursexne at the artmial Wills’ Tourna¬ 
ment at the Tdlygunge Chib. Far rmnoved 
from g^ is his other hoblv, the manufac¬ 
ture d Nirvana joss sticks vdiose aroma 
riaima to puiify the sfr, iocTease cemcen- 
tration and has other therapeutic ejuaUties. 

'The bask ingredients of Tibetui medi¬ 
cine are mainlyherbal as Uiose used in the 
Ayurve<& syatena. Methods <rf prniara- 
tim and apphation differ. 'The old tradMoo 
of liti^ and prayers during die stages of 


preparation is contimied at the foctory in 
I%aramsala where the pilk are made now. 
Precious stones, met^ and animal ex¬ 
tracts are ingrediaits of some of the medi- 
dnes. We read in TJ. Tsarong’s Hand- 
book of Traditional TSxtm Ihvgs that 
elephant’s gallstones, bear’s bile and ilu- 
noceros horn form three of die ingredienta 
of Gi-Wang 13 used for the cure of interna] 
hBemorrhages. More easily avaiiable substi¬ 
tutes are taken from domestic animals. 

The medicines are relatively cheap—no 
padiological fees! Two weeks supply of 
medicines at the Tibetan Astro-Me<^ 
Institute is around Rs 40. 

C alcutta had its first taste of Ubetan 
goSs a few years ago when a medical 
cairqi was organ^ at the Institute of Jute 
Technology, BaOygunge, by an industrial 
house. The team of dortors was led by the 
Dalai Lama’s personal physician. Hun¬ 
dreds of Calcuttans anii^ for pulse di¬ 
agnosis. Pills were prescribed and dis¬ 
pensed for a month’s course. 'The pre¬ 
scriptions carried the address of the Dhar- 
am^ Centre where the patient could 
follow up the treatment through corres¬ 
pondence. 

Almost two years old, Tibetan medicine 
is available at two permanent centres in 
the dty The third turning on the left 
behind the SB bus stc^ terminus at Jadav- 
pur and turn left again at the paan shop 
which looks as if it is in the middle of the 
road but isn't, and there is 9, East Road, 
Calcutta 700 032, the Tibetan Medical & 
Aatro Institute. Dr Pema Doijee and his 
wife, also a doctor are both representa¬ 
tives of the Dalai Lama’s medical centre in 
Dharamsala from where they graduated. 


The shelves in the waiting room-cum- 
dispensary are lined with large pkstic jars 
full of piUs of different cdoi^ and sizes. 
Young Tibetans frxim Dharamsala man the 
counter and dispense the {nils according to 
prescriptions written in Tibetan by the 
doctors. 

The consultation hours firom 9 am to 12 
noon and 2.30 pm to 6 pm are crowded. 
Tuesday is a honday. Mosqukoes frtxn the 
small tree-shaded ga^en descend like 
bombers while ^ wait, but it is worth it 
The gentle caring manner of the young 
couple win the patient’s confidence and 
provide a strong psychological support 
which, as one patient says, “always rnakes 
me feel good, not just well, but good.’’ 

A young woman executive of LIC has a 
history of allergic asthma. A year ago she 
was suddenly incapacitated and as a last 
resort visited the newly opened centre. 
The Dalai Lama’s physician. Dr Wangyal 
not only relieved iWr agony but she has 
not had another attack and is a firm con¬ 
vert to Tibetan medicine. The doctor 
pulse-diagnosed depression in a middle- 
aged woman and his medicines have 
helped her overcome her condition and 
witii no side effects. Mr Hutt, a seaman 
vriio suffered a severe heart attack is now 
fit enough to go back to sea. Mrs Hutt has 
had the cataract removed from one eye and 
prefers to try Tibetan treatment for the 
other. She waits, a little apprehensively, 
for ‘Serkheb’, the Golden Needle 
Therapy. 

Dr Doijee patiently explains, “Tlwre 
are four important things—diet, be¬ 
haviour, medicine and therapy. Abuse of 
ekher diet m bdiaviour causes an unba- 





lance m the body For example, too httte 
food intake or over-exerase. “Minor dis¬ 
eases can be corrected by regulation of 
diet and behaviour,” says Um doctor. 
“Then there are mild and strong medi- 
cuies ” Tibetan medicine has a number of 
therapies—‘Targo’ or bloodletbng, ‘Moxa’ 
or heat treatment by hiction of wood or 
metal, for example, a piece of ‘Aguru’ 
wood rubbed briskly and applied to the 
painful arthritic pomt, medicinal baths and 
oil massage for the aged 
Observing diet restrictions during 
medication give maximum benefit. These 
depend on die nature of the disease. Cof¬ 
fee IS taboo for most afflictions specially 
nervous disorders and arthritic conditions, 
but not so alcohol in moderation. ‘Foreign’ 
beer is not recommended probably be¬ 
cause It IS fizzy Like the Ayurvedic ‘anu- 
pams', the pills should ideally be crushed in 
a mortar and pestle and swallowed with 
warm water, milk or Chang (millet beer). 


Dr Pema oxnes over loud and clear 
regarding the use of steroids m Tibetan 
medidne. He is emphatic that the system 
which has come to spread Buddhism, does 
not contaoi cortizone or any chemicals for 
that matter. He spoke of the abundance of 


CURES THAT 0AVE ENDCRP 


T he group names are mai^ tradi¬ 
tional. alternative, unorthodox ^ 
fringe medidnea aa opposed 
dox aUopathy. Some have Jtood tae 
teat of time like Ayurveda, Uhani and 
Homoeopathy while otbera are yet 
taken seriously. 

AYURVEDA: 

The laws for a long life are aamg 
the most andent and sdentiSc Medical 
systems of tte w(«ld. It is the Sase of 
ocher systems. Its content was so vfttf 
that Ayurveda heonne the Pandiam 
fifth Veda of the Hindus, Ayurveda 
treats the patient and not the dleease, 
has a hematic approach and 1^^ the 
three humours w '7yiijkidbi^--<-Kafl 
Pith and Vayu whnm oonatihite the ll^ 
inari body with tnainly herhal rehoedtea. 
Diagnosis is done hy feedhg dw pifiie 
and the treatment is <»e <s (mpotitea. 
Among the aushMdBubyaa, SadhthA 
Dabur end Baidyanath have Out short 
the Kaviiai's work by botUkig patented 
Ayurvedic medicines. 

YOGA: 

YtHfi centres in the dty h<dd earty 
morning classes. Meditation, pra» 
sayam ^ yoflssanas cpmUnetakeepi 
ihe body hatluy and the iptod akni ■ 
UNANI: 

Uaatd ciune to India froni the near 
Eaie tivottgh Anibia with die Idsodc 
Lmbhoed faakhna fttand, dm 
'dfravienaartCaiootalar Oditiite 
Natthodfi h^e^ 1^ at"’' "" 

Tny fiataa paoendy befbl 
puiae and inspedftt''tto 


potkma are prepared with mortar 
l^tle or home distiM erg. Hr^sdard 
(C^aaiabacD hai patented^ a nundter m 
ynani medfadnea tmder a itadle nmh' 
nke Safi apd^CInkara. ' >' 

BOMOEpt^ATHYt ^ , 

luat two centuries ago, ihdinemaiu) 
begah Me Afaterfa Modiea on me 
fteory of like cures like, hi Calcutt% 
mfereat in the tiny whtee jlpbuM tm 
aroused by die,ecHvaI of U 
DutCt first homoec^^ box ehtm 
an Ametfcan sailing veiaaS, Indie 
honioeopa^ ere' ee<^ in 
and* prec^ to o^'jfiopirtlia,^ tw v 
tnem^ ift ihs ohMI^sir iM diej^ 
can tw 'fldrora into the moum emoilt* 
nuiA aeu. Theine tym many 


aunng i 


mewi^on. H^oeop|t|fi{B'^ 
I cen tie foM M u die' 


.iie«»e<tithedty. ' 

A(^(m 4 toia 6 t 


lied tooiaetitre 
the'dtiuatbafii^sutepomm. w . 
to rMtote om or eoer^ esaenpd \ 

‘‘At en aotie^eieVM centre on .I'im' 
$Eire«i,.fihfiet ptaiHBei hi uaedid.iitw, 
le’iieftoire cbtHmergy 
jo dwIimuWMe tgedouneae ’ tnena ji # . * ^ 


the om or ener^ esaenini I 


\ h /it 4. .5* 


medicinal herbs in llbet Now theae ar 
coDected from Ladakh, Himadial Pradesl; 
Sflcldm and the Himalayan region. 

He made a point that herbs must b 
pown in their natural geo-dimatk ebndi 
tion If they are to retain their pri^rtiet 
AO the medicines at this centre are com 
pounded in the Astro Medical comidex i 
Dharamsala. Vl^th the growing demand 
supply may become a problem in fuUire 
Dr Pema observed that vdien he joined tb 
Jadavpur clinic in October 1989, then 
were 700 patients. Today his regsster ha 
2,800 cases and he daily admii^ters b 
between 40-90 people. 

Dr S. Wangdu Changbhar is in charge o 
the older centre of Tibetan herbal medi 
cine at 164/45/1, Prince Anwar Shah Road 
Calcutta *700 045. The landmark is th< 
Syndicate Bank at Lake Gardens. D 
Changbhar left his home in southern Ube 
as a small boy with his family. His father 
now 86 years old is a ‘hereditary’ docto: 
prsctiaing in Nepal and his son is a 13t] 
generation doctor who is also a Menrampi 
degree holder from the Tibetan Media 
(^(^ge, Dharamsala. When he was prac 
tising at Delhi, he agreed to the request o 
his patients from Calcutta to start a centn 
in their dty. His patents fouiKl him the fla 
he lives and works in since 1988. Hit 
charming wife, Yangcheu Lhamo,-irTecep 
tionist, dispenser and mstnictlon-giver 
Soft-spoken, Dr Changbhar add, "Dm 
natural system of Tibetan medidne givei 
wonderful results and permanent cures foi 
prolonged chronic diseases like jaundice, 
diabetes, rheumatoid-arthntis, spondyb 
tis, hypertension, hepatitis, pstric prob 
lem, insomnia, piles, asthma, fits, hear 
disease, neuritis problem and many otho 
ailments vdiich cannot be cured by otha 
systems. Even the primary cases of can¬ 
cer can be treated succesdully. ’’ 

A few letters were reluctantly pulted ouf 
of hia drawer. An advocate at the Suprenu 
Cmirt writes that he had inaonnia, suf¬ 
fered "greatly from sinus" and had a his¬ 
tory of dysentry from childhood. He fell 
much better ato seven days of Dbetai! 
medication. Another patient writes that he 
had anaemia aa a result of second and third 
degree Haemoiroids and had to be givet 
blood tranafUaions. Seven days of Tibetar 
medidne showed remaikabie reaulta. One 
(rf hia Calcutta patients ia a young giri wbe 
had been bed-ridden with arwtis foe 
three years. Under Dr ChangUiar’s treat¬ 
ment she ia aide to go ahopiring and eqjoyi 
an occasional movie. 

'The feel and watch’ technique of di- 
agnoais detects ai^ imbalance in the three 
humours—rLung, Triba and Bhakan wfaidi 
the.doctor found di£9cult to translate but 
'vriiich correqxmd to the tridoahaa of Ayur¬ 
veda. He saya that, the indMiance has a 
“dose refatticfiafaip with the mind." There 
are no consultation fees. Again, the medi- 







IYa-thog YoiHu mOooiW (rNytafnuO (708-833 CE> I 0 the Fitber of 
nbotan modtelM wbo lyntbetlMd tho boot of control Aaian medical 
nditiona of bis time and booed and developed Tibetan medicine upon tbe 
indent Buddblot svatem of medicine that prevailed In India from tne 
tfana of Sakyamnnl (ca. 800 B(X) 


dnes are relatively cheap and hia clientele 
mainly weO-to-do. He treats some poor 
patients bee. 

The doctor makes some of the medi¬ 
cines at his clinic from herbs from Am- 
nachaL Both Drs Pema and Changbhar 
have “precious i^s’ containing rare mgre- 
dienta such as gold dust, emerald and horn 
of mountain goat. Two sudi ar Rinchin 
Tso-lYu Dhushal and Rinchin Ratna Se¬ 
ptet 

It was 4 pm and the waiting room was 
already fiilL The hours of consultation are 
9 am to 12 noon and 4 to 7 pm Sunday is 
half day and Monday is a hofiday. 

What is the orthodox medical practition¬ 
er’s reaction to Tibetan medicine? Many 
allopathic doctors are not aware of the 
system. However, they have varied view 
cm alternative medicines. Some actually 

E rescribe the standardised Aymwedic and 
Inani remedies for chronic dseases. As 
Dr Mihir Mitter, a prominent radiologist of 
the Chittaraipan Cancer Hospital, says, 
“There is definitely a scientific base to 
these methods of healing and the end re¬ 
sult is what really matters. The same ing¬ 
redients are often common to both indige¬ 
nous and allopathic drugs such as Raulfia 
Serpentina, Belladonna and Acorate, but 
the concentration m alternative medicines 
is much lower. Hence the healing process 
is a slow one. 

When asked about Tibetan medicine. Dr 
Adi Gazdar, a well known pediatrician said 
he knew nothing about it exqept that there 
was now a treatment centre in Calcutta. 
"If my patients were having some pro¬ 
longed or maintenance therapy for some 
chronic conditions 1 have no objection to 
their trying alternative medicine as long as 
they do not stop then* maintenance ^o- 
pathk drugs and keep me informed.” 

An eminent eye surgeon confessed that 
she had had no eiqposure to Tibetan medi¬ 
cine. According to the medical disaplme 
she belongs to, positive proofr are re¬ 
quired at every stage. For example, if an 
arm is said to be broken and then mended, 
X’Rays showing the break and the joining 
are reqmred. ^nya Noor, a medical stu¬ 
dent, has very positive feelings about 
alternative medicme. She considers it her 
job to heal and the end she feels justifies 
the means what ever they are. 

The revival of traditional and com- 
I^mentary mediones has opened up new 
paths to healing. The Dalai Lama’s Insti¬ 
tute has opened 35 centres ui India. 
Medical camps are held in different parts 
of the woidd—En^and, Bulgaria, France, 
Spain and Holland. Dr Pema was well re¬ 
cced in Holland last year and leaves for 
England shortly. 

Ln a troubled and cruel world, the gentle 
approach of Tibetan medicine reaches 
beyond the scope of modern hi-tech 
medical science.* 






CE 


‘VeUed’ 

Revelations 

A ccording to a UNDP re¬ 
port. women in Third 
World nations are among the 
most ill-treated. Nothing 
illustrates the magnitude of 
female deprivation more 
than statistics for maternal 
mortality, the report, au¬ 
thored by Mr M^bub-ul* 
Haq, says. And, as if this 
were not enough, the latest 
World Bank report has 
alleged that of the suffering 
feniale multitude, Paldstani 
women are the most dep¬ 
rived. With the lowest sex' 
ratio in the world, Pakistan | 
also has the fifth lowest life 
expectancy among women. 
This despite there being a 
female Prune Minister at its 
helm. 

But the statistics are 
hardly surprising, with Ms 
Benazir treading a careful 
line to keep traditionalists at 
bay and save her chau-. The 
report has, therefore, called 
for a repeal of discriminatory 
laws and induction of women 
in key posts relating to 
women. But in their “purdah 
society", the report says it is 
imperative that women orga¬ 
nise and equip themselves to 
meet male service prowd- 
ers. It would be significant if 
the government does get 
around to initiating such 
mobility of expression and 
opportunities. 



Pamella H 

T he scandal has resur¬ 
rected! And sizzling as 
ever. If one were to go by 
the latest gossip in Patna, 
the 16-year-old dau^ter of a 
petty criminal, Raini Agar- 
wal, has several poUtidans 
quaking in their txwts. For 
after her recent arrest in 
Arrah, the "Pamella Bordes 
of Bihar” has come out with 
“hot confessions” of her life 
as a call ^1. The police had 
to disguue themselves as 
prospective clients before 
the dhubby teenager, sup¬ 
posedly us^ as a “bait" by a 
polhidw, was rounded up. 
And now, video cassettes 
showing Rajni <n erotic poses 
are selling like hot cakes in 
the state. And although the 


What Price, 
Aphrodite? 

T here has been a spate in 
dowry deathp in the 
coun^ of late. Several days 
bade in Bombay, 18-year-old 
Nomja strangM herself to 
death after her husband, 
Abdullah, harassed her over 
dowry. Another woman. 
Lata Varte, poisoned herself 
after bang ill-treated by her 
husband for fetching “in¬ 
adequate” dowry. And there 
are countless others whose 
cries have gone unheeded in 
a world where crime is but 
commonplace. 

Ironic^y, the term “dow¬ 
ry” originated as "bride 
price"—tlm amount paid by 
the prospective groom to 
the bride’s &mily. In time, 
the male-dominated society 
amended this to suit its pur¬ 
pose and interests, adding to 
the woes of women and 
those who gave birth to 
them. And tl^, in turn, dic¬ 
tated an entirely new pattern 
of values and morals. 

The Dowry Act is incom¬ 
prehensible to many, while 
others are in complete ignor- 
aiice of its existence. Efforts 
to implement the law and 
spread legal literacy are 




police is reticent about the 
identity of her “politician 
clients,” the films have 
apparently beoi shot in Pat¬ 
na bungalows, including the 


hardly visible, and while 
some social service orga¬ 
nisations do take up the 
cudgel to battte the evil at 
times, they can, at best, ca¬ 
ter to (»ily a few. In Khuiia 
near Delhi for instance, 
members of a cotain com¬ 
munity recently protested 
because the groom had de¬ 
manded a scooter as dowry 
and boycotted the baraat 
when it arrived. 


MV 


In West Bengal, countless 
young mothers flock to the 
dty to earn a livelihood as 
domestic help after being 
"thrown out" by their hus¬ 
bands, seemingly because 
the dowry they bad brou^t 
was inauffiefont to feed them 
any longer. Their nqiut in 
looking after the home is 
airily dianissed when it com¬ 
es to national economics; if 


residence of an MLA. For a 
girl who was trained by her 
fether to be a pick-podeet, 
Rajni has certainly {»cked a 
great deal more. 


you are a housewife, you do 
nothing, is the unspoken but 
accepted implication. It is 
this misconceived notion, 
harboured by many women 
themsdves, that gives cre¬ 
dence to the demand for 
dowry, the substitute for the 
income that a man brings 
home in terms of material 
g^xxls. 

The concept has also 
prodded the feeling of insub¬ 
ordination among women. 
To take a point nearer 
Ixxne, last week, markets 
overflowed with fond, jost¬ 
ling mothera-in-law who 
sou^t to appease the sons- 
in-law OB Jamai sashti, a day 
dedicated entirely to the lat¬ 
ter. Prices soared sky-hi^ 
but who cared? The jamai 
must be given his annual 
treat No one stopped to 
wonder «by a day «i the 
calendar is never dedkated 
to the hard working (and 
certainly rnme deserving of 
treats) daughters-in-Iaw. 
The genoal impresaon one 
gathe^ was tint in ^sing 
the srm-irt-law, the girl’s pa¬ 
rents were sin^ ensuring 
that she was treated wefl by 
her husband, a bribe to k^ 
the* unwanted conunodity 
alive. 


Sudlpta Bhattachurjee 
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GALCDITA DEAF AND ODMB SCHOOL 



nr 


b April 1893, Snnath Sinha 
started a class ^ the deaf and 
dumb in a small room in City 
College at 13, Mirzapur Street 
in central Calratta. Later it be¬ 
came the Calcutta Deaf and 
Dumb Schod. The same year 
in May, Jamini Nath Baneiji 
aixl Mohini Mohan Mazumdar 
joined hands with Sinha for the 
school’s devekvment In 
IS^ Baneijee went to the 
UK 1 ^ US for a thorough- 
training in the art of teaching 
the deitf . He became the font 
principal of foe sdiod and held 
foe petition till his death. 

Tlie present building 
(sketched above) of the 


school, situated at 293, Un>er 
Cirailar Road (now Achaiya 
PrafuDa Chandra Road), was 
built in 1903. Those who 
guided the school through its 
infmey included C.W. ^Iton, 
CSIfoe school’s presi¬ 
dent, Nobin Chandra ^ral, 
one of tts vice-presidents, 
Umes Chandra Dutt its tot 
secretary, and F.J. Row who 
was the principal of Presidency 
Cdlege. Amcxigst the benefac¬ 
tors <rf the sdio^ Raja Sarat 
(bandra Rai Chaudhuri Baha- 
dinrctfChanchal, Malda, fi¬ 
gures prominently. He gave to 
foe school an eiklownient of 
Rs 2 lakhs and donated Rs 


20,(XX> towards the cost of ex¬ 
tending foe buildmg. The 
school also receives regular 
grants from foe govenunent 
and the Calcutta Corporation. 

The oral method of mstruc- 
tKui helps foe students to 
speak aixl follow what others 
are saying by watching foe 
nxivement of the lips. The use 
of signs and finger-spellmg is 
not permitted. The school's m- 
dustrial wing trams the stu¬ 
dents m arts and crafts like 
drawing, paintmg, papier 
maclK work, clay modelling, 
printing, tailoring and carpen¬ 
try. The school also provides a 
teachers’ training course. 
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- RIE8 

MwohSI-Apiiao 

Th« main tranda of 

- tfw waak ara rondaz- 

voua, travaf, aaciat nagotlationa 
and daala, aurraptitloua and 
myatarloua ralatlonahipa, and 
gllmpaaa of Qod Romanca 
pronriaaa unuaual and aubUa tiaa 
and planty of axottamant too On 
tha financial aida, axpanaaa, 
buying, aaWng, nagollating, trad¬ 
ing, oommlaalon and broikarage 
ara Indicatad 

AURUS 

I Apcil ai— May 20 

® Fliandahip, aoclalla- 

- Ing, galna and galaty 

ara tha hlghllghta of tha waak 
Romanoa wilt ba thrlillng and titil¬ 
lating Daala can ba doaad and 
tranaactiona prova lucky June 
and July ara traval lima, a ato- 
povar Uma aa wall Avoid pho- 
blaa and fixatlona, and avary- 
Ihlng goaa fine Both home and 
chlldran figura promlnontty, aay 
around Juna 16 

-^ EMINI 

|t May 21-Juna 20 

^ Oat aat for a haad- 

- atart during tha firat 

thraa daya FInlah choraa than 
launch a vantura It ao Intareated 
Work praaauraa and bualnaaa 
daala kaap you buay on Juna 15 
and 16 Romanoa will ba hot and 
cold, ao ba bold Buying, aalling, 
trading, chopping, aalaa and dia- 
trtbutlon ara damltaly hlghllghl- 
ad Health poaaa alight problama 
during Juna 19-21 Work could 
prod you into a Journey or pH- 
grima^ 

-^ ANGER 

June 21-Ju(y 20 

^ Coniracia, naw 

- achamaa, publicity 

booat, communication, corraa- 
pondanca and aucoaas ara Indt- 
catad around Juna 16-17 in ro- 
manca, thara la much to look 
torward to In financial mattara 
you ara fairly oomforlabla, but 
you d battar count your money 
bo not fret over minor haaltti 
probtema It la tha right time to 
undertake a journey Home and 
chlldran bring joy and happinaaa 

■ . July 21—AuguM 20 

Money la the name of 

- tha game, ba It 

aamad income, aharaa, atodw, 
dividenda, Invaatmanta, loana, 
funda and public tmata A family 
gat-togathar la foretold Ro¬ 
manca will ba bmar-aweat, but 
never a damp awlb Travel la a 
dlatinct poaalbiilty Aa far aa 
health la concamad, you ara aUll 
on a ahaky wickat 



mr\ IRQO 

W Au|KMt22-6w)t22 

The full moon Indl- 

- cates a radical 

change in your llfestyie Strong 
attachments and reactions are 
absolutely certain It is just the 
right time for romanca, engage¬ 
ment and wedlock Financial 
opportunities for those employed 
will be available Tha mid-week 
Is ideal for trips and ties A nag¬ 
ging health aliment may still wor¬ 
ry you 


BIRTHDAYS 


Mm 


mmWm Thii trim 


MN^ purvuitt, t omaA 

PMnK Qt Mir-oonna«nois 

! MfiMtrlrwMar««y;H)attnf to 
I MHfvi wid thus gat ample 

, MpmRPpfiy Tiw •ntfniti wni 

duat, your fitandi wm 
nmoa antf ycH wB ba on cloud 

\A|(tua iaxna Jupitor. Haaflh re- 

L inpni l UiPW^ ipmup w n wa 

Mt bP imifdInQ you M 

I] ^Aas^Ks Jff^aah IBumhAi 

L W«Mtiiaa artdfliwi^ 

(ftpML IlKII piOPtr •OVIOf DpPpf 

! yi^jpy pr aai aomagwng. 
f thoaa la pfokar 

a ”fi|S|pL PIMWJipwPik 


-n IBRA 

8WX23-Oot22 

^ It Is time to move 

- mentally, physically 

emotionally, i^ritual- 
ly and psychologically, and 
adapt to drcumsUuicaa In ro¬ 
manca, keep your options open 
as in and after August you will 
have a choice Employ^ Lib- 
rans and those In profession 
rake In money Renovation to 
child bearing Is the range on tha 
home front 


paNard, adUora, pMpantpbMb 
and aci^ aM me A 

fakthyaarofapect aouk r au ccaa i . 

JUfM114 

Moon aaxtta Uranuaj lliire IM 
a darm cl acoidank m III' - 
oatt. ftrt thgaa In lha jMApi, 
transport, somtdbflioit^ / 

wnO»®®(HBl BaWlfvPtPni CfstP^WWjUy 

And hf i nMna db mN. kbuiib iKffif 
house, oMoa, factory ahtfdoNto 
aa a aafaty maaMia EitpaMMi^. 
wW rfaa and boapMalispIlpir.ii 
poaaftda. , ^ 

•IUIMl$ ’ I \ 

MoCn trkia..ft|dier: 


hadRh. bi 




JUIM 1« 

Gtood forttirtak hdnadtjM 
wiret oon uM t mni jgm 
Martloga fn^ algljgtaJ 
thO matrlad;« dwMfe'’ 




FMaiti(uint#l MW mJp 
eaiaiaadfcdim 

•. 


- CORPIO 

0«2S-Nova2 

vChNdrsn, hobblas, ra- 

-search, studies, 

house move, and tranafsr make 
an exdling waak In romanoa, 
your heart pulsataa to a jingla 
beat Rnancas wIR ba avallabla 
whan you ara In raiR need, ap 
stop worrying Fuaa a tittle M- 
sura with traval and happinaaa 
wlH sllda Into your heart 

AQiTTARIUS 

Nov23-On20 

The week's main 

- trends ara hard work 

and success, but you will ba 
taxed to the outer limit Ro¬ 
manoa win ba a much-naadad 
safety-valve Finance showa an 
upward awing Contacts wRI pay 
Immigratton, tranafsr, shift and 
change of scaneiy are not ruled 
out Taka time off to relax Re¬ 
novation, decoration, buying, 
sailing and children clamour for 
attention and care 

APRICORN 

■ Dtc 21—Jsn ie 
" ^ It Is best to launch a 

- campaign, taka a 

study course, start an enterprise, 
plan expansion, undertake a 
journey and organise a meet On 
June 16 and 16, romanca will be 
Immensely satisfying On the 
financial front, you swing a deal, 
bag an assignment and go in for 
Important transactions or takeov¬ 
er of a company Health wUI re¬ 
main perfect Home and chlldran 
ara strong pointers of the week 

- QUARIUS 

Jw20-F*b1S 

It Is time to Invest, 

- buy and sell, and 

have a ball of a time Financial 
gains are likely You will have 
your mi of romance A journey Is 
indicated, a change of scenery 
too Health shows gradual im¬ 
provement Childbirth or concep¬ 
tion, getting essentials as well as 
fan^ obj^ and accesorlas, 
and furniture/gadgets for tha 
house are foretold 

- ISCES 

F«b la-Msrch 20 

Romance, marriage, 

- bualnaaa link-up, 

partnerships, travel and ex¬ 
panses oonatliuta tha waak Ro¬ 
manca la where you do excel 
Investing, purchasing, capital 
raising, joint-finanoe and amal¬ 
gamation ara indicated on tha 
financial front Traval la a 
marked feature, actually con¬ 
tacts and oommunloatlons hold 
thaksy It Is baM to stay happy 
as mind over matter appllas to 
you vary apaolatly 











FOCUS 


T he picturesque Ayodhya 
hills in Puruiia reverber¬ 
ate with hunters’ cries 
during the Baisakh full moon 
every year. Tribals armed 
with spears, tangis and knives 
converge on the nearly brown 
and barren slopes—fast losing 
their verdure—to observe 
their annual hunting rituals. 
This year was no exception 
and trainloads of tribals alight¬ 
ed at Puruiia station to b^d 
buses and then undertake the 
tortuous climb from either 
Bagmundi or Shirkabad. They 
came from all over West Ben¬ 
gal, Bihar and Orissa. 

Hunters guzzled their ration I 


The wng and dance as part of the festivities 


The annual ritual in 


hills continues to 
attract thousands. 
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of mahua before they carefully 
laid their hand-woven nets in 
the interiors of the jungle. 
Experienced elders directed 
the entire operatioa Soon, the 
drummers moved away and 
began beating their madals 
from afar. As the pitch reached 
a crescendo, fri^tened anim¬ 
als—usually deer, boar and 
rabbits—ran for their lives, 
unmindful of the path they 
were treading. Pursued by a 



The hunt begins 


mob of red-eyed men they led 
themselves into the traps. 
Huntsmen roared as they 
speared the victims. While 
shadows len^hened across 
the forest, twigs were kindled 
and the game was roasted for 
supper. 


On the second afternoon, 
traditional songs were sung as 
the hunting draws to a close. 
These songs are pregnant with 
sexual allusions and their pur¬ 
pose is to teach the young men 
the meaning and powers of 
sex, and women are not 
allowed to participate in this 
two-day festival. ■ 
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ANAESTHETIC 


B aked clay has been used for pottery 
and architecture since the beginning 
of civilisation. The term terracotta 
is generally used for all kinds of fired clay 
but chiefly refers to a fairly coarse, porous 
type which when baked assumes a colour 
ranging from dull ochre to red and is most 
frequently left unglazed. The art of terra¬ 
cotta is ancient—it was a feature of even 
the Indus Valley Civilisation of the third 
millenium B.C. and was subsequently 
practised in almost all the periods in this 
country. Even temples were built with 
such clay, many of which can still be seen 
all over Bengal. 

Today, however, terracotta craftsmen 
have all but died out. Besides the small 
toys found at village fairs and the ubi¬ 
quitous Bankura horse, terracotta “crea¬ 
tions” are few and far between. This is 


Terracotta creations are 
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where Terra-Cottal comes in. Made up of 
artists, designers and architects, it is 
trying to revive the old art form bjending 
aesthetics with utility, tradition with un- 
conventionality. 

The organisation creates and sells ex¬ 
clusive mumis, wall mural tiles, bas relief 
sculptures, engravings, plaques, masks, 
you name it. Terra-Cottal started in 1987- 
88 as a common dream of three friends. 
They were none of them artists or desig¬ 
ners. but they were artistic and could 
design. They decided to resurrect the art 
of clay modelling without pottering about 
the beaten track. Pravesh Sen of Santi- 
niketan acted as mentor (he remains 
Terra-Cottal’s art advisor). A forum was 
set up and artists were invited to contri¬ 
bute ideas. The designing even today is 
done by the original trio but if they Ond any 
design they like they buy it and emptoy 
artisans to implement it 


Ganesh in an armchair 

The organisation now has about 25 
people, some of them workmg only part 
time. But ail of them are very very proud 
of Terra-Cottal and its work. “We use only 
the best clay and our products are far 
superior to the others available in the 
market." says Kalpma Basu Mazumdar, 
the group’s marketing person. 

The cby is first kept under water for 



























SENSE OF UTILITY 



A large «oll mural depicts women in different poses 


three to four days, then strained twice and 
chemicals added to it Terra-Cottal be¬ 
lieves that It IS Its chemicals which make 
Its products supenor. The day is then 
moulded and air-dned before bemg fired at 
temperatures of up to 900^0. It is then 
washed agam and ready for sale. 

This constant washing and drying make 
the entire process totally dep^ent on 
the vagaries of nature During the imm- 

Maska which can be used as ashtrays 
or even pen stands 



soons, production obviously goes down as 
it takes the day a lot longer to dry 
“Sometimes peoj^ come to us askmg for 
thousands of til« But we can’t provide 
that many. We can at the most produce 
300 to 400 of a type," says Kalpana To 
maintain the exdusmty of the designs, 
Terra-Cottal changes its moulds every 
now and then A design is phased out after 
sue months 

Some thuiffi are of course eternal hke 
Ganesh whidi is very popular with Terra- 
Cottal's designers and artisans In fact a 
very attractive mural and a Ganesh wel¬ 
come visitors to Its office on Pnnee Anwar 
Shah Road The rest of the place, an 
office-cum-showroom really, is equaOy 
charming, displaying all the wares to their 
best advantage. Mural tiles are fixed aO 
over the place These comem many sizes 
and designs and range from R$ 7 to Rs 26 

The designs of the tiles are such that 
they do not have to cover a full wall. “A 
person can even buy only four tiles and 
make his own design. In fact we encourage 
our customers to buy the tiles from us and 
then set them up accordmg to their 
personal tastes. That way somethmg new 
IS constantly created," says Kalpana. 

The tiles can be either fixed directly on 


the wall with cement mortar, or they can 
be stuck to plywood with glue and then 
screwed on to the wall For extenors, 
however, it is necessary to use cement 
mortar and a lacquer is appbed to protect 
the tiles 

Terra-Cottal's most famous sculpture 
piece IS probably the Ganesh redinmg m a 
deckchair But m the exhibibon currently 
on m the Terra-Gktal showroom till June 
24, two other Ganeshes are likely to 
overshadow it One Ganesh is sitting tight 
on an armchair, the other at a low 
babu’s table, studying Two other excep¬ 
tional statuettes are the bull and the 
elephant which come m 13 pieces Then 
there are flower pots of various shapes. 
These are expenswe, costing from Rs 45 
to Rs 400. But, according to Kalpana, one 
can plant m them directly and they will not 



The nea, fish, tree and bird 

flake off or lose colour Idee other cheaper 
planters. 

Kalpana says, “People should get nd of 
the notion ffiat terracotta only goes with 
huts or dumes and low stools It does 
merge well with ethnic houses and set- 
tmgs but It looks equally good with stiver- 
ware and crystal." And Terra-Cottal is 
gomg to prove that, a 
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w nature re- 
4iititn. ^ Bmim aBu for 
ul 1992, the fhplOma 
indies 32 pamm 13 
preddea an example of sue- 
tMfwretfofi 

t ibl ttie parhdpante the cbplo- 
evriet no monetary award, 
)'• receennes a job weB done. Member parks 
\ muat paas rigorous inspectxms every five 




adnijRistrii^^fpr the 
viToanwidad cHviaion. 

On the fost day (tf the aiveatigatiQll,' 
Abtuaa supamtendent Franco Tassi add 
he was happy the inspectors had been 
sent. “I ho^ they wiU make a report that 
ia very hrmest and frank and that says the 
park has many problems," he said. 

The park, about 30,000 hectares 
(74,100 acres) m the Apenrane range of 
central Italy, encompasses 17 villages. 
Local officials are suscepbble to pressures 
from real-estate developers and com¬ 
panies that want to harvest the park's 
forests or expand their agncultural acbvi- 


AceoinpMiieil by Ms two Border terriers, 
tUs EagUsbniui hikes along the Pennine 
Way, a 270-niUe trail along the spine of his 
country, in Peak District National Park 

ties, despite strict regulations govenung 
land use. “Besides, there are too many 
tourists and they are not very well- 
behaved They litter the park,” Tassi said 
‘Tve toW the Italian government that 1 
need more staff and more money to solve 
these problems," he said. "Our govern- 
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itant ». alway* teffing tiia ^uncil of 
Europe that everything is OK. The diplo- 


Europe that everything is OK. The diplo- 
09 il just a flower on ^jacket This time 
Ih^ the inspectors wiO teil the govern- 
meht that it vw ipse the diploina if k does 
jnoe boe the pnhiana at the i^. That 
isauid he vety shtsneful interoatkmally for 
' '' 

piMih or' inipection at the 

,_.adt'/kri wreteased later tWs 

y^.'W experts are expetked to make 
(jeKoiMRendauons wkh which the park 
promptly comply or risk losing its 


Despite the problems at Abruzzi, 
Hacourt says the council has been suc¬ 
cessful in creating a network of well-kept 
parks and reserves considered to be of 
exceptional interest to Europe because of 
their natural skes or their wildlife and plant 
populations. 

“With most of our 32 parks averaging 
50,000 hectares (123,500 acres), we're 
certainly not the biggest park system," 
says Hacourt. The US Nationd Park 
Service boasts 354 park areas, 56 of which 


are larger than 123,000 acres. WrangeD- 
St Elias National Park and Preserve in 
Alaska is the largest iirthe US system with 
just over 5 nAn he<kares (13 iraOion 
acres). 

“What we are lutkectng and how well 
we protect what we have are vdiat make 
this system so important," he says. “The 
(^amargue park is only 10,000 hectares 
(24,700 acres), but it is unique in the 
world.” The nature reserve, on the 
French Mediterranean, has vast sakwater 
steppes called “sansouires". 

Camargue, the Peak District National 
Park in England and the Hautes Fagnes 
Nature Reserve in Belgium were the first 
parks to receive the diploma. Spain's 
National Park of Tiede is the newest 
recipient. 

Over the years the council has turned 
down applications from some 20 parks, 
says jean-Pierre Ribaud, chief of the 
council's environmental division. Some of 
these candidates eventually were accepted 
after making recommend^ changes such 
as limiting tourist access or enforcing 


iperon 


Like a vision from a vanished world, horses in the wild watery 
Camargue region of southern France splash across a flooded 
saltwater plain. The white breed has flourished there since 
Roman times 


regulations to protect the forests and 
wildlife. 

Once the diplom is in hand other park 
manors agree k can be a useful tool for 
beataig ba^ developers and attracting 
more support at the national level. 

At the Pyrenees National Park in 
France, where the population of the en¬ 
dangered brown bear has dwindled to ten, 
assistant director Michel Sinoir says he 
hopes the threat of losing the diploma will 
persuade the village councils to limit hunt¬ 
ing and access to cars in the periphery (rf 
the park. 

In the French i^s, local developers 
seeking to build ski runs on a glacier at 
Vanoise National Park tried to have an 
18-year-old ban on such activity lifted. 
Director Claude Pairaudeau says a local 
prefect ruled against the developers in 
June. 

“The threat of losing die dqiloma cer- 
tamly wasn't the oidy thing that influenced 
the local officials, but it Ind an important 
psychological effect on the decision* 
m^ng,” be sajn. 

Even the partidpating nature reserves, 
which are off-limits to tourists and there¬ 
fore generally less vulnerable to pressure 
from developers, have used the diploma to 
protect themselves, says Hacourt 


















C ammiiitftzftubeliotlie 
81-year-old Japaneae 
geniua, Akira Kuroaa- 
wa, at the 43rd Festival Intw- 
national Du Film on May 10. 
Kurosawa got a standing ova¬ 
tion bef<ve the screening of his 
film appropriatley titled, Akin 
Kurosawa's Dreams. Ex¬ 
quisitely crafted vnth enchant¬ 
ing visuals, the master’s 28th 
film will remain a treasure 
piece for ages to come. 

The first few days set a 
crackling pace that could 
swe^ even a veteran viewer 
off his feet: if it was physically 
possible, one could see as 
many as 50 films a day! At 
Cannes, it is usual to get a 
perfect mix of excellent cine¬ 
ma and glamorous stars. The 
grand assembly of fibn-crazy 
buffs and startlingly dressed 
starlets and models trying to 
catch the all-important eye 
outside the campus makes it a 
pulsating eiqierience. 

Apart from Kurosawa, at 
Cannes 90, one saw the latest 
works of other masters like 
Federico Felliiu's The Voice of 
the Moon, Paolo and Vittono 
Taviani’s Ni^t Sun, Andrej 
Wsyda’s Korzcak, Paid Schrad¬ 
er’s The Comfort of Strangers 
and Manuel de OBvera’s Vain' 
is the Ghry. Even in the com¬ 
petition section, Cannes this 
year depended heavily on the 
works of established film¬ 
makers. 

From the very inception of 
this festival, the buying and 
selling of films has played a 
prominent part, thanks to the 
patronage of American film¬ 
makers. The importance of the 
Americans is still evident— 
naturally, the awards this 
year, too, were controversial, 
spedaUy the Palm D’Or (Gol- 
dra Pata) which was won by 
the USA entry, IWW at Heart. 
It is a violent, wicked and ero¬ 
tic rollercoaster ride through 
America’s world of entertain¬ 
ment. Not particularly sensi¬ 
tive, it was at best a visual 
treat and a clever exercise in 
using sex and violence to gain 
conunercial success. David 
Lynch’s film winning the hip¬ 
est award came as a surprise 
to many. 

Cannes 90 marked the pre¬ 
sence of India through Bud- 
dhadeb Dasgupta’s Bagh Baha¬ 
dur winch was screened in the 
Director’s Fortnight The re¬ 
sponse to the film was elating. 

two other Indian films, 
Goutam Ghose’s docu-feature 
m Bismillah Khan and Mrinal 
Sra’s 22-minute documentary 
on Calcutta, were shown m the 
special section and market 
aectioa respectively. 

Swapan Komar Ghosh 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Kilnis 


• Awaaz De Kaban Hai: 

Majestic (Raft Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266)—12. 3, 6, 9. 

Directed by Sibte Hasan Rizvi 
and with music by Naushad, the 
film stars new finds Avinesh Wadh- 
wan and Shikha Swarup along with 
Bindu, A.K. Hangal, Anjan Srivas- 
tav. Shubha Khote, Dev Kumar, 
Satyen Kappu. Jamuna and Annu 
Kapoor. 

• CI.D.: Opera (l^nin Sarani; 
281M9)—4 shows. 


Vinod Khanna, Amnta Singh, 
Juhi Chawla, Suresh Oberoi and 
Kiran Kumar comprise the mam 
cast of this film, directed by Al^y 
Goel. The music is by Kalyanji 
AnandjL 

• Ghar Ho To Aisa: Roxy 
(Chowrmghee Place; 284136)—4 
shows. 

Directed by Kalptaru and with 
music by Bappi Lahin, the chief 
attractions of this film are Anil 
Kapoor, Meenakshi Seshadn, R^ 
Kiran, Bindu, Om Prakash and 
Kader Khan. 

• Hum Se Na Takrana: Hmd 

(Ganesh Chandra Avenue; 
272473), Gem (Acharya Jagdish 
Chandra Bose Road; 249828), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
391090), Khanna (Acharya PrafuUa 
Chandra Road; 552932), Indira (In¬ 
dia Roy Road; 471757), Malancha 
(Regent Park). 
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Salman Khan and Bhagyashree in Maipe Pyar Klya 


i 


A scene from Aag Lagi Barsat Mein 










The star attractions of this film, 
directed by Deepak Bahry, are 
Oharmendra, Shatrughan Sinha, 
Mithun Chakraborty, Anita Raaj 
and Kimi Katkar. Tte music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Elite (S.N. 
Baneijee Road; 241383)—10.45, 
2.15, 5.30, 9. 

On its way to a silver jubilee.a 
rare achievement these days, this 
teenyboppers’ love story stars Sal¬ 
man Khiui and debutante Bhagy¬ 
ashree. The film is directed by 
Soorai R. Baijatiya and the music 
is by Raam Laxman. 

• Pali Patnl Aur Tawalf: Lotus 
(S. N. Baneijee Road; 242664), 
Pumasree (Raja Raj Kissen Street; 
554033)—12. 3, 6. 9. 

A film by Rajkumar Kohli, star¬ 
ring Mithun Chakraborty, Sabna 
Agha, Farha and Aipjad Khan. The 
music is by Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Swarg: Jyoti (Lenin Sarani; 
241132), Liberty (Chittaranjan 
Avenue; 553046), Kalika (Sada- 
nanda Road; 478141) —4 shows. 

Directed by David Dhawan and 
with music by Anand Milind, the 
main cast includes Rajesh Khanna, 
Govinda, Juhi Chawla and 
Madhavi. 

• Turn Mere Ho: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442), Krishna 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 25()437), Jagat 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Road; 
365108), Mitra (Bidhan Sarani; 
551133). 

Aamir Khan and Juhi Chawla are 
the lead pair in this Tahir Husain 
film whose music is by Anand 
Milind. 


Itcngali f ilms 


• Aablilikar: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Sarani; 553413), Aiiuia (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bharati 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 485593)— 
1, 4, 7. 

A film by SalU Dutta, starring 















Wn txi hat* la tha /•gulmr Indian Alrilnaa aolw 
diila. tut tiia aabadula haa baan ourtailad duato 
tha aroundlno of Ma Airbua AS20 flaat. Paasan- 
•ara ara adi wd to kaap traak of announea* 
manta mada by Indian Alrilnaa In tha praaa. For 
aaalatanoo, th^ may oontaot 202848, 282888, 
288888, 282417, 889432, 889841/2/W4^ and 
809833. 


'noM Pul, Smbd Roy. Mud 
Mba Blptab Chntetjee, Muter 
Rtato and lodiuL Tbe nnuic k by 
MrtadBuedae. 

• Aapaa Aanuar Aaaaa! M- 

aar WAn Soul: 6S^), BeaH 
(S. P. Mdihe^ Road; 4734&}, 
Chhabighv (Mahatiu Gandhi 
Road; ^40)-Z46, 5.30, aiS. 


Spin lill I ai'IHv 


14 Am: 5 pm 

A cukunl p rogramme, in mem* 
cry of Natyachaiyt Ssir Kiaduri 
katures Saniubale Devi, Dr Rama 
Choudhury, Debnarayan Gupta, 
Madhabi Chakraborty, Ninnal 
Kumar, Dulendra Bhowhick, 
Tarun Kumar, Satya Bando- 
y, Partha and Gouii Ghoah, 
Sekhar and Subhn Boee, 
Jagannath and Urminiala Boae, Ra- 
Jat Baneijee, Bratati Baneijee, 
Satmiatha Chatteijee, V. Balam, 
Panluv Saha, Amal Mukherjee, 
Pala Banick, Goutam Sen and 
othera. 

At Rabindra Bhaban (Baranagar 
Municipality Campus). 

10 Jam onwards 
Bikaah Mukheijee will hold his 
exhibitim of paintings in the New 
South GaU^ till June 12. 

• An exhibition of paintings and 
sculptures by Anknesh Sen Gupta 
hi the Central Gallery till June X. 

• West Bengal Artists’Federation 
win hold an exhibition of paintings 
hi the North Gallery till June 13. 

• The students of Sri Sangtoyan 
win bold an exhibition of paintings 
in the South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 2S4302). 

11-13 Jane: 6J0 pm 
Theatre Arts Workshop pre- 
auts the Enghsh play. The Ores- 
tek, a modem adaptation of Aes- 
diyhis' Greek tiag^. Direction: 
Ai^va Roy. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sanni; 449086/432197). 

12 Jam: 6 pm 

Proma’s ^tural evening fea¬ 
tures Soumitra Chatteijee, Apama 
Sen, Mamata Shankar, Pradip 
Mukherjee, Dwijen Mukherjee, 
Haimanti Sukla, Banani Ghosh. 
Partha and Gouii Ghosh, Bani Ta¬ 
gore, Praggapanmita Roy and V. 
Balam. 

At Rabindn Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

13 Jam onwards 

A week-long exhibition of Maigu 
Sarma’s paintings in the New 
South GaS^. 

14 Jam onwards 

Tooahar Slnha will hold a week- 
long exhMion of paintings in the 
North Gallery. 

At Academy of Pine Arts 
(Catbe^Road; 284302). 

U Jam: 6 inn 
GeetaqjaH celebrates Hemanta 
Mukbopadhyay’s 70th birth 


a nnlvera a t y through a p cogamme 
ot songs, recitation and play¬ 
reading. Ibe pattidpantt Include 
Ibnm M^jumdsr, Subhu Muldio- 
padhyay, Bela Mukbopadhyay, 
Subhu Chakrdwrty, B.K Salk 
Seitlib Chattopsdhyay, Dulendra 
Bbowndck, Tarim Kumar, Amgi 
Kumar, Subhendu Chatteijee, 
Raqjlt Mullick, SaUmth Mulmu- 
jee, Umala Sen, Aiundhati Kohne 
Qwwdhury, Banaaree Sen Gmna, 
Hahnanti StiUa, Dhanorgoy Kiat- 
tacbarys, Pradip Ghosh and 
others. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289078). 

TRAVEL 
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NOTI: All nrrival mi 4 dn- 
pmtum timm arn for Cai> 
euttn. Fimrw In brMkntn 
ilMiotn m dayn, 1 balna 
Monday. 
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CnlcttUn-Bombny-London- 

New Yorir: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0250; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-101 at 
0215. 

Cnlcuttn-Delbl-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7); Al-1651/ 
Ai-165 at 0500. 

Cnlcutta-Dclhi-Pirls-London: 
Dep. (7): AI-1651,AI-135 at 0500. 
Bombny-Cnlcattn-Bnngkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1910; 
Dep. (5); Al-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo.Bnngkok-Calcuttn- 
Bommy: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1915; Dep (6): Ai-309 at 2015. 
Ndw York-London-Delbl- 
Calcutta: Am. (7): A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0330. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Am. (7): A1-162/A1. 
1320 at 1340. 

London-Delhl-Calcutta: Am. 
(1); A1-132/A1-1320 at 1340. 
Moscow-Dubai-Caleutta: Am. 
(4); SU-S37 at 1525. 
Calctttta-Dubal-Moseow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-Calcufta-Amman: 
Am. (1. 4): Rl-184 at 0730; Dep. 
(1, 4): R)-181 at 0830. 
Calcutta-Slngapora: Dep. (2): 
S(H16 at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

StaMUPora'Calcutta: Am. (2) : 
SQ416 at 1020 and Am. (5); SQ- 
414jd.Qfi20. 

Cnleutta-Bangkok: Am. (2, 4, 
7): IC-232 at 1840, Am. (1. 3, 6); 
TG-313 at I240i Dep. (2. 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6); 
TG-314At 13S5. 
Delhl-Ctleutta-Dbaka: Arr. 
(6): IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
IC-843 at 0855. 

Ohaka-Calctttta-Delbi: Arr. 
(6); lC-844 at 1115; Dm. (6): 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Cnieatta-Ktthnuiida: Dep. (1, 


8): RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2,4,6, 
7): IC-247 at 1600; Am. (1, 8): 
RA-213 U llSOi Am. (2, 4, 8, 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

CalentU-Dhaka: Dep. (dafiy): 
BG.092 at 1050 and BG-^ at 
1920, Dep. (1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 7): BG- 
094 at 1620, Dep. (5); BG-098at 
1820, Dep. (2, 4, 5. 6, 7); IC-223 
at 1340. 

Dhnka-Calcntta: Am. (daily): 
BG-061 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840, Am. (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7): BG- 
093 at 1540, Am. (5): BG-097 at 
1740, Am. (2,4,5,6, 7): IC-224 at 
1540. 

Cnkottn-ChlttagoBf: Dep. ( 2 , 

S): BG-898 at 1415, Dep. (3, 6); 
lC-226atl330. 

CUttagong-Cnlcutta: Am. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Am. (3, 6); 
IC-228 at 1550. 

Cnlcuttn-Pnro: Dep. (2): Kfi- 
106 at 0900; Am. (2): KB-105 at 
0^. 



Colcotta-Bombny: Dep. (2): AI- 
101 at 0250; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bomhay-Calcutta: Am. (5): AI- 
306 at 1910. 

Cnlcutta-Delhl: Dep. (7): Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Dcibi-Calcutta: Am. (1): Al- 
1320 at 1340.; Am. (7): Al-1122 at 
0330. 

tnSkm Alrmita wmm 

Cnleuttn-Delhi: Dep. (daily): IC- 
263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1710; 
Am. (daily): IC-264 at 2225 and 
IC-401 at 1205. 

Calcttttn-Bombty: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1920, Dep. (1. 2,3.5.6. 
7): lC-176 at 0845; Am. (daUy): 
IC-274 at 1830, Am. (1. 2, 3. 5, 6, 
7): 'IC-175 at 0755. 
Cnlcuttn-Mndras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-26S at 1640; Am. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcattn-Bangnlon: Dep. (2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7): IC-271 at 1400; Am. 
(2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7): OC-272 at 1945. 
Cateuttn-Vlint-Madnu: Dep. 
(1, 2, 4, 6): IC-542 at 0730; Am. 
(1, 2, 4, 6); IC-541 at 0945. 
(^uttn-Guwnhntl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1320; Am. (daily): 
lC-230 at 1610. 

Cnlcuttn-Dlbnifnrh: Dep. (1, 
2,3,4,5,6): IC-201 at 1130; Am. 
(1, 3, 5. 6); IC-202 at 1245, Am. 
(2, 4): lC-202 at 1500. 


Calcuttn-Tespar-Jorhat- 
Guwnhad-Calcutu: Dep. (3, 5, 
7): IC-213 at 1030; Am. (3, 5, 7): 
IC-213 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Gttwahntl-Dlniapttr. 
Dep. (1, 3. 5, 6): lC-219 at 1110; 
Am. (1. 3. 5, 6): lC-220 at 1550. 
Cnlcutta-Buidoira: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at 1100; Am. (daily); 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Caicutta-Agartiln: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2, 4): 
IC-243 at 1030. Dep. (3. 5. 6. 7); 
IC-243 at 0600, Dep. (I): IC-243 
at 1400; Am. (daily); IC-242 at 
0900 Am. (2. 4); IC-244 at 1230. 
Am. (3, 5. 6. 7); IC-244 at 1020, 
Am. (1); IC-244 at 1600. 
Cateutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep. 
(daily): lC-255 at 0600; Am. (dai- 
): IC-256 at 1030. 
nlcuttn-Bhubancshwar- 
Nogpur-Hydcrabad: Dep. (3, 
5, 6): IC-^ at 1710; Am. (3, 5, 

6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcattn-Hyderabad: Dep. (1, 

2. 7): IC-277 at 1745; Am. (1, 2, 

7) : lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2, 
4): lC-285 at 0545; Am. (2. 4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta-Port Biair-Car Nico¬ 
bar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 0545; 
Am. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Delhl: Dep. (1, 3, 4, 
5,6.7):lC-410at0830;Am.(l,3. 

4. 5, 6. 7): IC-409 at 1420. 

Calcutta-Shillong-Gawahatl- 
SUcbar: Dep. (daily); PF-701 at 
0940; Am. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Coocb Behar: Dep 
(2, 4, 6, 7); PF-707 at 0610; Am. 
(2, 4, 6. 7): PF-708at0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabari-Dlbnigarh: Dep (1, 

3. 5, 7); PF-709/735 at 0815; Am. 
(1. 3. 5. 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calctttta-Imphal-Diniapur: 
Dep. (2, 4. 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Am. (2. 4, 8): PF-728 at 1745. 
Caleutta-Afoitala-Kamalpur- 
Kailashar-Agartala-Calentta; 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Am. (2, 4, 6); PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamsbedpnr: Dep 
(1, 3. 5): PF-717 at 0600; Am. (1. 
3,5): PF-718at0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 

5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; Am. (1, 3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Caleuttt-Aluwl-Silchar; Dep 
'daily); PF-705 at 1120; Am. (dd- 
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ly): PF-706 at 1615. 

CtlcutU-Kourkela-RaDchl: 

Dep. (1, 3. 5); PF-715 at 0600: 
far. (1, 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Caleutla-Guwahatl-Ulabari- 


Zlro-Dapaiiio: Dep. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930; Arr. (2, 4. 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwahati* 

Dibrngarh-Paaslghat-AIoiif: 


Dep. (1, 3. 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Ait. (1, 3. 5); PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamahcdpur-Patna: 

Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Air. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcntta-Dhaabad-Gaya 

Pataa-Dhaabad-Caleatta 

Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-737 at 060( 
Arr. (1, 3, 5); PF-73S at 1100. 


Trains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Hmiah 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

OathI Kaika Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

AmrKsar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Malt via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ei- 
prass via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep —Tues Thurs & Sal 

Arri —Wed Fn & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9 15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Palna 

Dep —Mon Wed Fn & Sun 

Arri —Mon Tues Thurs & 
Sal 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-30 

Ra)dhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

11-00 

2302 


Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fn 
A Sun 

Am —Tubs Wed Thurs 
Sal & Sun 


2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tarvi) Exp 
Tri-Wkly 

Dep —Tues Fri S Sal 

Am —Tues Wed & Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchsl (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep —Mon & Thurs 

Am —Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7 ,J0 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Toolan Exprsss via Mam Lme 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Exprsss 

15 45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Lme 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Exprsss 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjungs Exprsss 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Oanapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Am —Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jemalpur Tri-wfcly Express 

Dep —Tues Thurs & Sal 

Am —Mon Thurs & Sal 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Superfast Express 

Dep —Thurs Sal A Sun 

Am —Tues Wed A Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indors) Exprsss 

Dep —Tues A Wed 

Am-Sal A Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shakllpun) (Chopan) 

Dep A Arr —Mon A Fn 

7 30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

OorMchpur Exprsss 

Dep A Am —^nday 

10>40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Darieeling Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Oour Exprsss 

615 

3154 

3151 

n-20 

Jammu Tawl Exprsss 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Exprsss via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhagirathi (Lalgola) Exprsss 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhspra Express Tn-weskly 

4-30 

5186 


Dep a Arri —Wed. FrI & Sun 


Oapariwa SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AnM 


Up 

Time 

Nomnmh 

Time 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mali via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gilan|all (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmsdabad Exprim 

V30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Exprsss via Nagpur 

15-V5 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

CotomarKM (Madras) Exprsss 

11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arri —Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata StssI Exprsss 

10-20 

6014 

8011 

610 

Ispat Exprsss 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

655 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Exprsss 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Puri Exprsss 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Exprsss 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

655 

Ohaull (Bhubansswar) Exprsss 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

Tirupatl Exprsss 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hydsrabad) Ex- 

prsaa 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Exprsss 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Am —Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Howrah- 
Trivandrum CsntrsI Exprsss 

Monday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Csntral-Howrah- 
Guwshatl Exprsss 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tsrminus- 
Guwahatl Wsskly Exprsss 
(via Visakhapatnsm A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Tsrmlnus Wsskly Express 
(via Howrah A Vlsskha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmlnus 
Superfast Exprsss 
(vis VIsakhapalnam A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Am —Tues A Fn 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahstl-Bsngalors City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttsck) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochln Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Wsskly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Wsskly Exprsss (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: F»r round the dock Informetlon of Eaatern 
RailMroy trains, p!**** dial 203B4B-B4 for In-comlng trains; 
203B3B-44 for all other Informations. For information 
about rasarvatlons on Eastam and South EaStam Raliways 
trains, dial aO3B0O (from S am to 9 pm on washdays and 9 
am to 3 pm on Sundays and gasattad holidays). 
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MARSHAL LOREI Will hli nHftt, lh« maralMl, maka It to tha 
starting lina? Or will ha gat lost? Wa'U lat you dacMa 


a JET SET' Challenge Rearrange letters of the 
five letter word PLANE to form the name o( 1 A 
country 2 A discussion group 3 A kind of code 
IPuarf c inu'd e l«l“N I 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


i 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES'> There are at least s« diHar- 
ences in drawing details between lop and bottom panelt How 
quickly can you Imd them? Check answers with those below 
6 uitt|Ui «t pa«u pMjep e PMOui S| im t,|eo t tuswuiP W sanoig 
* HWJSUIP SI WMISa e BuitaiUI w MSIO t BufStlUl w wBri I SSSUSMtM 


• IMUm(VMATNIAiM.W» 
hav* thg preduat, 
•OtOtOCA, of a almpla 
problain In mulpiiMitioii, 
balamr. but tha amount to 
bo m idpllad. 11112222, It 
hopolooaly aoramblod. 
Othor than tho foot that it's 
0 oiiiAio tflplt wo ara In tha 
daib aa to how muoh wo 


PAOpyt PAY A IH D OW A K I 
TNs Paddy's Day saga la tor the 
bhOs tomom way s than one. How 
many bkOs ate manltonad? 

"TIs lha lark of tha Mh.* said 
Paddy, laMng Mock of the day. 

‘TWas a flna parade, ksm atort 
to Unoh. But on the way home, wa 
had a nwnah aooidani wMt a gul 
who made a wtong ism. A ooupto 
of tomgaia buBni In, robin ua too 
wrong way, and wa had to duck to 
avoidallgM. 

KNIQOfVlb WPI »• 

raven about the pwads. Okouaa 
events win happert—who knows 
where and wren?” 


I muMily bf. 
m wont It out 


ososoaoi wa w a ^ aiawiai AUnn 


FUNSPOT 


mm 


SOAR SPOTI Watch out above* Crossed kits strings often spell 
trouble Add these colors t—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow. 4—Lt 
brown 8—Flesh tones 6—Lt green T—Ok brown 8—Lt purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for.uting all tha 
lattars m lha word bolew to form 
two completo words 

LANKIEST 


THEN score } points each for all 
words at four lottart or mors 
found among Iho loftors 

Try to tcero at least st gafnis. 

■rni Ml suionMi aiqivtOd 



































The first of .the city's open 
I quizzes on the AQUO dr- 
cult Is the Daihousle institute 
Invitation Quiz tor the Errol 
Cowper Trophy. This, the 
18th year of the competitfon, 
drew fewer entries than 
usual—perhaps beccuise of 
the summer vacation, uni¬ 
versity examinations and two 
afternoons of very heavy rain 
and traffic Jams. Still the final 
number was around 60. 

There were two seeded 
teams In each of the prelimi¬ 
naries most of whom fared 
badly. 

In the opening routKf 
seeded St Xavier's Blues 
tolled to show up, but the 
other seed, the veteran 
SOUP, came through after I 
some initial problems. There 
was quite a tussle with some 
of the others—Pointers, Quiz 
Kkfs and one or two others, 
with Quiz Kids qualifying on 
the very last question. 

In the second round both 
seeds—Magnum and Syzz- 
gy—bK the dust. It was Ivy 
League derived from Don 
Bosco and the Alekhine 
Chess Club—along with 
HCLV 4 which came through 
relatively comfortably. 

The second day was again 
a day of rain and traffic Jams 
but fortunately the weather 
dearsd to bring on the best 
oompetitlon of the three 


CBS 



got hla runs. 


11th Oueetton; With referenoe to erleket, 
what la a ‘Wmn Wheel*? (Abhlk MsJum- 
dar, Flat A1, DB-28, SaH Uke, Calcutta 
700064) 

Ana: It Is the oval diagram shown on TV 
to Indicate the regions where a batsman 



^C. Cl^ravorti (right) receives a torewell gift horn 


days. Voe Victls and Octette 
were the two seeds. Both 
had to struggle but eventual¬ 
ly Voe VIcUs prevailed along 
wih Nameless Four—a team 
of pretN well-known quiz- 
zaixfs. the last round was a 
aackerjacker—Dl 'A' gal¬ 
loped away from the rest but 
tour other teams battled it 
out tor the last qualifying 
spot. In fact three teams 
went Into a tie-breaker which 
01 'B' won comfortably. 


And so to the final—good 
weather, good quizzing and 
an appreciative audience. 

Voe VIctis broke Into a big 
lead, as they picked up their 
directs and bonus after 
bonus, with most of the 
others bunched together. 
However, at the Interval It 
looked like a two-team 
race—Voe Victls and Dl 'A' 
with Just two points separat¬ 
ing them. The third team was 
nearly 6 points further back. 


But the compefifion realty 
hotted up In the second half 
with everyone scoring—par- 
tlcularty Dl ‘B’ and Ivy 

League. 

It was In the last two 
rounds that hosts Dl ‘A’ pul¬ 
led away to eventually lift tht 
Irophy. Dl 'B' Just toiled a 
poing to catch Voe Victls tor 
the runner-up berth. Ivy 
League was a gc^ fourth. 

It was a new look, but very 
experienced, Dl 'A' team 
(regular Stanly David, Fren 
ds Qrosh (ex-Octave), Shi- 
vajl Roy (ex-Cream) and Nel 
Wesley). The quizmaster as 
in all the previous 17 years 
was Neil O'Brien, ever-greer 
and ever-entertalning. 

At the end of the quiz, 
Argus Quiz Club honoured 
Mr A.C. ChakravortI, founder 
president of the club for his 
suppori and interest to qulz- 
zlrig. Mr ChakravortI leaves 
the country to Join Unilever. It 
was through him that the 
association got Its last open 
quiz, the Argus Close-Up, 
which is now a feature in the 
city. AQUO thanks Mr Chak¬ 
ravortI and wishes him well 
In his new assignment. 

AQUO also welcomes 
Argus’ new president. M.A. 
Lahiri, general manager 
(east) of Hindustan Lever Li¬ 
mited. 











































































































































































Now, will the real chief minister of Haryana stand up? Banarei Das 
Gupta heads the government at the time of going to press, but with Qm 
Pritash Chautala hovering around, who knows which head the cap fits? 


Photograph by RAfESH KUMAR 











HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into. But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of. 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits. Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances. For 
a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum), it also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Get New India’s Medidaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 


M IS D^C LA I M 



CONTOUR AOS-NIA-ieOEA9 






ULKA 11402 














kV/,4 .'- vv.’^ 4sf 

“;f' ■ ■ -• ■ ' ' f ‘ »•■' -■^> V/i- •< • ■•V I ' ■, 





?•»' 








■.^fe 




0%' 






* . . .■,-,..4 V..X!'« 

:^Vr;S3;iir 




-V» 




^1 


m 

'll 

■il" 







"'j- ■'• 4 '" " 


: cf.c; i 



TheTelegrairfi 

17 JUNE 1990 




w^t 

' ■' i % 


■T A child 18 someone you 
can really share your love 
with. But there are many 
children in search of a parent. 
Could it be you? 


13 


■ wfr A tribute to the 
grand old man of music, V. 
Balsara, who turns 68 this 
week. 


16 


■ And a photofeature 
on the signs and symbols of 


13 


■ HP The economic 
realities m Hanoi are stark. 
How 18 that such a courageous 
people who have fought 
mightier enemies cannot 
manage a decent standard of 
living? A report. 
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• About a month a^. the staff of the B.C. 
Roy Memorial CMdren's HosfHtai in Be- 
haghata, Calcutta, found a baby boy, just a 
few mcmths old, abandoned outside their 
premises. His features unmistakably iden¬ 
tified him as Nepali. Following standard 
procedure, the hospital authorities had him 
legally declared abandoned by the Juvenile 
Court in Salt Lake. A Nepali cou/de, keen 
on adoption, were put on to the case, and 
had little trouble in legally adopting the 
boy. Parents and child are both thriving in 
each other’s emotional embrace. 

• Sipra and Aniruddha Roy Choudhury of 
Ekdalia, Calcutta, had an only son and 
desperately wanted a daughter. But Ms 
Roy Choudhury, who had delivered her 
son by Caesarian section, was advised 
against another baby. But so keen were 
the couple that they approached the Inter¬ 
national Mission for Hope in Calcutta, and 
after going through the formalities, picked 
im virtually the first female baby they saw. 
The coulee, their parents and of course 
their son have all taken very naturally to 
the ne\v member of the fanuty. "She is two 
years old now, and has filled a gap for all of 
us," exults Ms Roy Choudhury. 

A ccording to a vep' rough estimate, 
there are six million abandoned chil¬ 
dren in India. There are also four 
million couples who, for some reason or 
other, cannot have a child. This seems to 
solve the problem. The ratio of clhldren 
needing parents and couples needing chil- f 
dren is just about right. The quesiton thus | 
seems to be one only of getting couple and | 
child to meet. But no. In India there are S 
inhibitions; and inhibitions always take [ 
time to break. 3 

Would I really want to fmidle and love 
and bequeath my wealth to the unwanted 
product of some illicit liaison? Would I 
want to take into my family a child bom 
perhaps of Harijans or Muslims or some 
undefined mbced breed? Can I risk ad(^- 
ing a child who later prove to have some 
genetic defect or disease? Worst, even if I 
^d so, what would people say? Really, 
what would people say? 

These are the typicd questions which 
plague the Indian n;u^. The only way to 
get over them is to visit any of the homes 
sheltering abandoned babies. A child is a 
child is a child. The sheer intxx;ence and 
purity, not to speak of the cuddly cuteness 
and charm, of thelittle’uns that toddle 
alxnit the nurseries of these homes afe 
enough to sweep aside any doubts, show¬ 
ing them up for sthat they are: petty and 
meaidngiess. A baby, quite clearly, knows 
no barriers. 

But with Indian families, other com¬ 
plexes soon surface. Says Ms Sarq Sood 
of the Indian Society for Sponsorship and 
Adopton (ISSA), “Many couples go 
through the whole process secretly. The 
wife pretends to be in confinonent and the 


adoption agen^ is requested not to cor¬ 
respond on its letterhead." She adds 
strongly. “We do not encourage such 
couples. They do not treat a cWld as a 
child." 

Childless couples belonguig to the trad¬ 
ing communities are driven to adoption 
invariably in the search for an heir. Pre¬ 
dictably, boys—and fair ones at that—are 
most in demand. “A boy runs a family, not 
a girl," says Sumit Agarwal, one such 
prospective parent, quite matter-of-factly. 
He is in the process of adopting a boy from 
the International Mission of Hope. 


The adoption of a child 
might not begin like a~ 
fairyt^e, considering the 
painiul procedures arid" 
decisions that one has to 
make, but it is boimcTt^ 
end like one, reveal 
SumirLaland 
Tapas Chakraborty 


Such couples are extremely fussy about 
the looks and other phpicai attributes of 
the child. “Really, Indians are the most 
colour conscious people in the world," 
fumes Ms Sood. Nevertheless, her socie¬ 
ty like most others allows couples to pick 
and choose from among several prospec¬ 
tive babies. Mother Teresa's Missionaries 
of Charity, on the other hand, is very firm 
about denying a choice. Says a spokesper¬ 
son, “A child is God’s gift. Does a natural 
moAer have a choice about the sex and 
health of her baby?” At Mother Teresa's 
home, therefore, couples and children are 
“matched" strictly on the basis of their 
turn on the waiting list. 

But even other communities are occa¬ 
sionally guilty of a pro-boy bias. Udayan 
Sarkar, an employee of an insurance 
company, has been told his wife i^nnot 
bear a child and he is very keen to adopt a 
boy. “A girl will go to someone else’s 
house after two dqcades. Why should 1 
adopt a girl and bring her up for scnneone 
else? And girls are a source of anxiety for 
their parents even after they get married. 
Since my wife and I are now in a position 
to exercise a choice, why shouldn't we?” 
goes his quite simple argument. 

Another problem is with the Indian 
male’s quite considerable ego. If it is the 
wife who is infertile, the couple usually has 
no problem making the required legal 
declaration. But if it is the man—it becom- 
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es something shameful which must be 
hushed up, uivanaol^ complicating and 
delaying the legal procedure. 

But there is good news Indians, parti¬ 
cularly younger couples, have begun 
breaking out of these self-imposed shack¬ 
les Over the last few years there has 
been a sudden spurt in adaptions by 
Indians Ms Sood of ISbA reports that in 
1987 her organisation concluded 51 adop 
tions of which only five were by Indians in 
1988-89, ISSA’s 68 adoptions included as 
many as 12 by Indians and six by non¬ 
resident Indians, in 1989-90 the 55 adop¬ 
tions included an impressive 17 by Indians, 


and so far this year already 12 Indian 
couples, including two NRIs have adopted 
children 

Confirming the trend, Kamal Knshna, 
programme director of the International 
Mission of Hope (IMH), says that till a 
decade ago Indian couples were very rare, 
"but now we get almost one Indian couple 
a day ” They come from ail strata of 
society and there is a virtual "equilibnum” 
of demand and supply 

Those involved with adoptions point to 
two reasons for this heartening trend a 
genuine shrugging off of inhibitions in the 
modem generation, and a concerted drive 


by agencies to convmce Indians about the 
joys of adoption 

The latter in turn is a fallout of the 
raging controversy some years ago over 
adoptions by foreigners (The allegation 
was that adoption agenaes were "buymg” 
children from poor families on false pre¬ 
tences and “selling" them abroad.) A writ 
petition resulted in the Supreme Court 
laying down detailed procedures and 
guidelines to prevent any trafficking m 
children, while the Union social welfare 
ministry stepped in to encourage adop¬ 
tions by Indian couples * 

The ministry has prescnbed that 25 per 







cent of ail adoptions m the country must be 
by Indian couples, huther, when a child 
vi^en a child is declared abandoned oi 
relinquished, the adoption home must wait 
for a month to allow Indian couples to 
exercise the first option on it before 
offering it to foreigners, and in their annual 
reports to the government, all such homes 
must expiam why children adopted by 
foreign couples could not be given to 
Indians 

This has resulted in adoption homes 
launching concerted advertisement and 
awareness dnves to encourage Indian 
couples But It IS still proving difficult 
"Children are not a commodity (#iat one 
can fulfil quotas,” points out Ms Sood, 
while Kama! Knshna argues, "If they are 
able to streamlme the adoption law more 
Indian couples will volunteer and there will 
be no need to send children abroad " 
(More on this later) 

Some homes in Bombay and Pune are 
reported to have achieved upto 90 per 
cent adoptions by Indians, but ui Calcutta 
things are moving more slowly Inhibitions 
apart, Indians are motivated to adopt only 
in order to get a boy or “balance” the 
fkmily (taking a child opposite m gender to 
an older natural child) But foreigners, 
whose motives are rather more altruistic 
are the ones to adopt girls, older children 
aqd, most important, handicapped and 
retarded children They are also the ones 
to keep the adoption soaebes running with 
donatKHis above the prescribed fees For 
instance, the IMH, which was at the 
centre of the 1982 controversy, is in a 
severe financial crisis because the govern¬ 
ment has not renewed its license for 
foreign adoptions 



SaroJ Sood : Playing mother 

A very good—and legitimate—ques¬ 
tion IS, where do these hundreds of 
■defenceless, vulberable babies come 
from’ To put it starkly, what is the source 
of supply of these children’ 

The bulk, by far, are relinquished by 
unwed mothers, ‘You will be surpnsed at 
the extent of exploitation of young women 
in the rural areas,” says Ms Sood, disclos 
mg that 9U per cent of ISSA's children 
come from this source The IMH and 
Missionaries of Chanty report a similar 
proportion (This also speaks poorly about 
awareness of family plannmg techniques ) 
Most of the adoption agencies have Imks 
with the aty's many small pnvate nursing 
homes who inform them of the buth of 
illegitimate children "We get one or two 
everyday,” says Kamal Knshna Usually 
the mother signs a reimquishment certifi¬ 
cate givmg up all n^ts on the child and 
puttmg the adoptxm home legally m its 
charge But m case some other member of 
the frmily brings the child to the home. 


Subh«|iiPal 

then the Juvenile Court decides whether 
rebnquishment is justified 

The adoption homes' other babies are 
relmquished by men whose wives might 
have died dunng childbirth or by young 
widows Ms Sood says that m her 25 year 
expenence, there have been only two cases 
of a child’s natural conung back to reclaim 
It This was allowed by the courts after 
due enquiry 

The Missionanes of Chanty, besides, 
receives babies abandoned by poor cou¬ 
ples on Its doorsteps About 60 pec rent of 
these prove to be—predictably again— 
female 

Hospitals like the B C Roy Children s 
Memorial and the Calcutta Medical Col 
lege face a unique problem of poor couples 
gettmg their children admitted m the 
wards and then never tummg up to claim 
them Very often, says Dr Papas Sarkar, 
supenntendent of the B C Roy Hospital, 
the babies are abandoned m the outpa¬ 
tients’ department itself or in the hospital 
courtyard, their unattended-to cries 
attracting the staffs attention well after 
the parents have got away Most of these 
children are malnounshed or handicapped 
and usually less than three years old 1 he 
B C Roy Hospital gets an average of two 
such cases every month 

In the case of an abandoned child, the 
hospital or whoever else discovers it must 
immediately report to the Juvenile Court 
(or appropriate district court) whirl 
orders the pohee to trace its natural 
guardians wMe temporarily placing it ui 
the care of a government home or a couple 
recommended by the social welfare de 
partment. Only when the court is satisifed 
that the guardians cannot be traced, does 





It declare the duld abandoned If a couple 
had been given temporary custody of the 
child, they can now move to legalfy adopt 

It 

The volume of such children with which 
the Juvenile Court has to deal is revealmg- 
ly large The metropolitan marastrate in 
charge of the court, Mr Namit Mutsuddi, 
who took office only on May 14, had in the 
fortnight between his appointment and the 
wnting of this article, already sent 25 
children to temporary homes and formally 
declared four others abandoned The 
court, whose jurisdiction extends over the 
Calcutta Police district, the Howrah muni¬ 
cipal area and the police stations of Naiha- 
ti, Jagatdai, Fitagarh Noapara, Barrack- 
pore, Sankrail, Domjur, Bally and Jagacha, 
handles the cases of about 300 such 
children every year The tragedy is that 
this IS only the tip of the iceberg As 
evident from the large number of child 
labourers and beggars in our cities, most 
abandoned children in India remain outside 
the pale of organised soaety living under 
the law of the jungle on the streets 
There is one Supreme Court chrective 
which could have chilling consequences— 
that the enquiry to trace an abandoned 
child’s natur^ guardians should be com¬ 
pleted in one month According to sources 
ui the social welfare department, this 
might be good m theory, but the admmis- 
trative machinery is simply not capable 
The red tape involved (it could take weeks 
just to get the child’s photograph telecast 
on Doordarshan, for mstance) and the lack 


of adequate personnel to deal with so a 
many cases result m half-hearted enquiries £ 
in oi^er to meet the one-month deadline, f 
Hence, it is quite possible that children are 3 
declared ab^on^ and adopted when m 
foct they have been genuinenly lost and 
their natural guardians are still searching 
for them An employee of the court recalls 
the case of a widowed seaman of Kidder- 
pore who returned from a voyage to find 
his young daughter missing Much inves¬ 
tigation eventually led to the discovery 
that she had been mistakenly adopted and 
sent to the US A lengthy, and traumatic 
for all concerned, legal procedure had to 
be undergone before she could return to 
her natu^ father 

The Juvenile Court can send abandoned 
or relinquished children to any adopbon 
society recognised or licensed by the 
government The mam ones m C^cutta 
are the Indian Soaety for Sponsorship and 
Adoption (Palace (3ourt, Kyd Street), the 
Missionaries of Chanty (AJC Bose Road), 
the late Maitreyee Devi’s Khelaghar (Palm 
Avenue), the ^lety for Indian Children’s 
Welfare (Col Biswas Road3allygunge) and 
the Indian Soaety for Rehabilitation of 
Children (Kankulia Road) Besides, there 
are organisations like the International 
Mission of Hope (Nimak Mahal Road, 
Kidderpore) which is currently Lcensed 
only for Indian adoptions 

As for the SOS Village m Salt Lake, it 
does not offer children for adoption, but 
Itself adopts them, providing a family 
atmosphere with surrogate mothers 
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A U those in the field complain that 
adoption laws in this country are 
outdated In the first place, because of the 
differences in personal laws of different 
communities, only Hindus are covered by 
the Adoption and Mamtenance Act of 
1956 Foreigners and others have to apply 
under the Guardians and Wards Act which 
IS of 19th century vintage The Act for 
Hindus, which is based on the knttana 
concept of ancient Huidu law, entitles an 
adopt^ child to the same inheritance 
rights as a natural child But those adopted 
under the Guardians Act can inhent prop¬ 
erty only if their guardian’s will specifies so 
under other laws like the Property Act 
Kamal I^shna pomts out that the law m 
general is very discouraging for those who 
would like to adopt for altniistic reasons 
For instance, it disallows the adoption of a 
child of the same sex as a natural child, and 
rf a couple already possesses natural 
children of both sexes they are not allowed 
tq adopt at all 

Another problem is the msistence on a 
medical certificate explaining why the cou¬ 
ple cannot have a natural cNd. This 
automatically eliminates willing couples of 
other categories, say, a couple whtdi has 
married late and though not technically 


I infertile has opted against going through 
I the process of natural childbirth, or a 
douUe mcome couple in which the wife is 
not m a position to imperil her career m 
order to go through a pregnam \ md rear a 
child from complete uifancv, or a couple 
which has childrefl but purely as a service 
to socwty would hke to adopt another 
Invariably the more enthusiastic among 
such couples have to "purchase" an infer¬ 
tility certi^te from an unscrupulous 
doctor 

Finally, there is the problem of the 
courts themselves. Different judges apply 
different cntena in deadmg the compatibil¬ 
ity of a couple and a chw Then, some 
judges deade a case in a smgle hearing 
while others may take upto a month even. 
Lawyers too play a role For instance, all 
adoptions m Cakutta were held up last 
month because lawyers were boycotting 
the district judge at Alipore on an 
altogether different issue 
But at the same time, the courts are 
gradually steppuig in tune with society 
Many smgle women, for example, have 
been allowed to adopt children Ms Anita 
Chatteijee, a widow from Entally, adopted 
a girl way back m 1968 The child is now a 
woman—married and happily settled m 
Bombay 

A d said and done, adoptuig a child is an 
extremely rewardmg experience as 
every couple who has done so wiU testify 
The child fills an emotional gap and graU- 
fies one's sense of service, but more 
important, a child gives pleasure simply by 
being Itself The difficulties outlined above 
are only temporary and worth a lifetune’s 
subsequent happmess 
Wait, there are more questions, 
genuine ones Does an adopted child have 
any acfiustment problems’ AU babies wiU 
have initial physi^ problems as them bttle 
bodies attem^ to cope with an envurni- 
meqf harshly different from the sanitised 
nurseries of the adoption homes Then, 
toddlers and older cMdren, will naturaUy 
be wary and msecure at first, but like all 
children,once convmced of your love and 
trust, they wiU blossom 
FmaUy, that crucial question should a 
child be told that he has been adopted’ 
Yes, advise aU workers m the field. Let a 
child know from the moment he/she is old 
enough to understand, and he or she 
wiU grow up secure m your love If you 
leave it too late it can come as a traumatic 
blow. Ms Chatteijee, quoted earlier, did 
not teD her daughter tdl she was 17 and 
she went through a shattering depression 
Of course, she did emerge from it after 
some tune, stronger and lovuig her 
mother all the more But it could have 
been avoided 

The procedures might be problematic 
and a^ustment might seem traunutir But 
eventuaUy the thnU of adopting a t luld is 
clearly weU worth it ■ 








Terror on the Roads 


Y ears ago, the idea of a 
comparatively luxunous 
public transport, at a 
higher cost, for those who 
could afford it, was mooted It 
t<x)k shape in the form of the 
(hen elegant minibus 
In Its onginal form it was a 
spacious, well-detorated bus 
with ample leg space It was 
allowed to have only as many 
passengers as the number of 
seats and just half a dozen or 
so standing passengers Once 
full. It stopped only to drop a 
passenger and only when seats 
were vacant did it solicit cus¬ 
tom There was no helper 
then, to shout and ‘buy’ pas¬ 
sengers It was a much prefer¬ 
red mode of transport, espe¬ 
cially for ladies 
Things are different now 
Death blows have been dealt 
to the elegance, luxury and 
comfort of the minibus by suc¬ 
cessive increases in the pnce 
of diesel-oil In an effort to 
keep fares in check, the gov- 


How the elegant 
minibus has 
become a maroon 
menace 


emment allowed the mmi- 
buses to take more standing 
passengers, when oil pnces 
were raised the first time. 

The decision of allowing 
standing passengers sounded 
the death knell of the onginal 
idea of a comfortable mode of 
public transport The minibus 
became just another ordinary 
public bus, with commuters 
packed mside like sardines m a 
can 

With a 60 per cent hike m 
fares at the lowest level and 
substantially higher fares as 
the distances increased, there 
IS no justification m running 


minibuses. It is also unfair to 
the earlier public buses 

For all their hype about 
lower profitability due to beuig 
almost half the size of the 
larger public buses, minibus 
owners are raking it m If 
minibuses were unprofitable, 
no owner would have laj^ied 
up new and untried routes. 
Even the government would 
have sanctioned larger public 
buses on these new routes 

Operating minibuses in Cal¬ 
cutta has thus become a regu¬ 
lar racket mvolvmg the owner, 
the dnver, the conductor and 
even the helper. A mode of 
transport onginally conceived 
to provide the hamed Caicut- 
tan a comparatively comfort¬ 
able commuting system has 
become even more uncomfort¬ 
able than earber buses 

Lack of comfort, however, 
IS not the only charge against 
minibuses They have bwome 
a terror on the roads Speed- 



* ■* 'iP' 


mg, swervmg, overtakmgfron 
the left, sudden stoppage 
stopping at unauthonsei 
places—you name the traffii 
rule violation and mmibus driv 
ers indulge m it most blatantly 

And yet, when the crowdi 
are thm, no amount of eggmi 
on by uate passengers wil 
make the dnver move thi 
vehicle If one complams, he i: 
bluntly told that he has no 
bought the bus with an 8) 
paise ticket and is welcome ti 
get off It, if inconvenienced. 

Minibus crews seem Um 
most abusive and ill-mannere< 
of all operators of pubbc vehi' 
cles m Calcutta Tliey cannoi 
utter a smgle sentence without 
spicing It with the Bengal 
equivalent of a four-lettei 
word They behave mosi 
harshly with passengers, en¬ 
tering mto arguments at the 
sbghtest pretext. Even the 
normal courtesy to women and 
the elderly is lackuig. 

Greed and competition rule 
the day. The fun begms when 
two minibuses of the same 
route meet somewhere, going 
m the same direction. Then 
begins a harrowuig chase, 
when more often than not, 
abuses fly. 

Despite the ‘No smoking’ 
sign p^ted m bold mside the 
bus, the driver, the conductor 
and the helper themselves 
smoke openly m the bus, How, 
then, can they ask passengers 
to refrain from smoking? 
Hence, smokmg has become a 
habit m the regular crowded 
buses, a highly dangerous 
practice and an mconvenience, 
to say the least. Lately, there 
have been mstances of blatajzf 
criminal acts being perpetu¬ 
ated on board muutoses, too. 

Is It not relevant thra to 
re-examme the whole policy of 
issuing minibus licences at wdl 
and sanctioiiing newer routes 
everyday? W1& it would be 
highly revolutionary to call for 
the scrapping of aU minibus 
licences, steps at least should 
be taken to rem in the ‘and- 
sodal’ crew of the minibuses. 
Sunil Gnrodia 
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6081HA PAL (1896-1971^ 



A legendary Sgure of Indian 
soccer, Gostha Behari Pal was 
bom at Madaripur in Paridpur 
district (now<in Bangladesh) on 
August 20,1896. He lost his 
father when he was only 
one-and-a-half months old. As 
a child he moved to Calcutta 
with his mother and lived at his 
maternal grandfather’s place in 
north Calcutta’s Kumartuli 
area. He came on the Calcutta 
football scene at the age of 17. 
His robust physique caught the 
attention of MohunBagan. He 
made his maiden appearance 
for the club against DaUiousie 
as a right-halt. But on Bhuti 
Sukul’s advice he switched 
over to his original left-back 
position. His football career 
covered a span of 23 years 
(1913-36) of which 1917-33 


was his peak period. 

Pal belonged to a 
determined set of people who 
l^yed barefoot against the 
tough English regimental 
teams with studded boots. He 
believed that the football field 
was the only place where the 
foreign rulers could be 
challmged on an equal footing. 

Pal captained Mohun Bagan 
during 1921-26 and also 
serv^ as its honors^ football 
secretary for some time. 
Under his captaincy in 1922, 
Mdiun Bagan played for the 
first dme in the Rovers Cup 
and also became the first 
non-notary side to play in the 
Durand Cup. He led an IFA 
side in 1933 to Sri Lanka. An 
English publication 


referred to him as the Chinese 
Wall for his stolid presence in 
the defence line. 

Pal’s dexterity even 
extended to cncket, hockey 
and tminis. He was the captain 
of the Mohun Bagan cncket 
team durmg 1922-24. He 
^yed reguiaiiy in the 
Beighton Cup and was a 
member of the dub’s 
victorious hockey side in the 
Lakshmibilas Cup m 1925. In 
1962, he became the first 
footballer to be honoured with 
a Padma Shri. The Kingsway, 
connecting the Raj Bhavan and 
Strand Rc^ in Calcutta, 
was renamed after him. He 
died on April 8,1976. 

‘The skkch above shows 
Pal’s north Calcutta residence 
atPailqiaia. 
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RIES 

/s Marcfi 21- Apni 20 

Those m invention, 

_ research innovation 

sales and distribution set the 
pace and tempo Journey and 
communication will be your lite 
blood In romance you will be 
passionate intense and highly 
charged with chivalry and savvy 
Even if you have to entertain to 
secure a business deal it will be 
worth It in the long run Do not be 
upset by cnticism or temporary 
neglect otherwise your health 
might nose dive Travel is an ex 
ceptionally positive and strong 
pointer 

AURUS 

■ April 21—May 2D 

® Health, employment 

- loans, funds home 

and recreation are the para¬ 
doxical directions You have 
your slice of cake in romance 
though work pressures keep you 
rather busy Investors those in 
land and property and the em¬ 
ployed can look forward to hap 
py prospects Except from June 
20 to 22, your health remains 
fine A sudden call or invitation 
could lead to a journey 

t ' -,| EMINI 

W I May 21—June 20 

^ I hfegotiations. settle 

I J ments, success in en- 

terpnses and a touch of class in 
whatever you do are the week s 
mam trends In romance, your 
style and grace will slay your 
opposite number During the last 
four days of the week, you re¬ 
cover lost financial ground and 
create new opportunities Con¬ 
tracts and negotiations will be to 
your advantage Your health 
problems should be over by 
Wednesday or Thursday A 
meeting, function or ceremony 
will call for a purney 

^ ANCER 

. June 21—July 20 
' Mighty ambition, 

- great inner drive, 

buying/selling/investing and 
shopping sprees are the high¬ 
lights of the week Secret ties 
and romantic places entice you 
You will have so much to do in 
so short a time that health will 
just not matter Calls, com¬ 
munication and correspcmdence 
will be Ideal substitutes for 
travel Finance Is the sector 
where you score 


■ . Julyai-AuguEtai 

Moon's quarter 
- 1 makes you enterpris¬ 
ing, restless, victors and ex¬ 
ceptionally lucky You shall have 



your rightful due in romance 
However for the time being you 
may be afflicted by a love triang 
le Children and creative pursuits 
will consume your money but 
make you proud and triumphant 
Relatives business partners and 
fnends will Invite you As far as 
health goes a trouble free week 
IS likely 

" IRGO 

m' I August 22—Sepi 22 

* I Expenses and in- 

-1 come even out Both 

home and journey claim your 
attention strongly and simul¬ 
taneously Romance will be sud¬ 
den and exjslosive, and therefore 
wildly exciting You will earn as 
much as you spend Foreign 
goods or merchandise sales 


distribution trading and com¬ 
merce will come alive Take 
health precautions during the 
first three days of the week after 
that smooth sailing Your res¬ 
tlessness and urge to reach out 
find fulfilment A home away 
from hoftie is a distinct possi¬ 
bility 

n IBRA 

. Sapi 2S-OCI 22 

* A burst of self- 

-confidence and 

vigour helps you to get things 
done Through travel and corres¬ 
pondence you win your lady love 
Your Income will augment your 
heavy expenses Thanks to your 
confidence, you manage your 
health problems very well You 
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wUf shuttle end commute; a jour¬ 
ney abroad is also posalMe 

CORPIO 

Oct2S-NovaO 

Gams from collabora- 

- tion, investments, 

socialising, religious rites and 
business transactions are indi¬ 
cated The mid-week and the 
weekend are ideal for romance 
Overheads and other expenses 
need careful watching Learn to 
plan carefully and organise light¬ 
ly Health safegiiards are neces¬ 
sary for the next 21 days A visit 
to the dime is probable Expect 
visitors to drop In 

AGITTARiUS 

Nov 21—Doc 20 

Marriage official en- 

_ gagements travel 

and legal matters keep you com¬ 
pletely occupied The last four 
days are ideal for romance 
Loved ones will resjiond magni¬ 
ficently Socialise be friendly 
and thus win over new custom¬ 
ers and patrons News of a 
lucrative contract or tender may 
reach you 

^ APRiCORN 

Doc 21-Jon 19 

^ The focus Is sharp 

- and clear on work 

health and relationship with col¬ 
leagues and subordinates 
Promotmn and perks are possi¬ 
ble Work first and use the 
weekend tor a little bit of well- 
deserved fun Rewards and gifts 
greet you Job satisfaction will 
be there A check-up for a nag¬ 
ging health problem is advisable 

QUARiUS 

Jan 20 —Fop 18 

• * The mam trends are 

- romance, marriage, 

creative pursuits, childbirth/con- 
ception and socialising Ex¬ 
penses could eat into your in¬ 
come or profit Costly repairs are 
likely Installation of new gadgets 
or machinery is also foretold 
Health takes a turn lor the better 
and this makes you more pro¬ 
ductive 

ISCES 

Fab 1»-March 20 

Home, property, 
- funds, loans, invest¬ 
ments, shifts and transfers are 
well signified All these wlH have 
Inter-related effects An old 
flame rekindles, temporarily. 
While assisting a sick friend you 
meet someone interesting. A plot 
purchased proves worth It. Plans 
for your dream home take 
shape In search of superior 
health cars, you nlay travel to a 
distant dty. « 
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forehead 

The that begins with the fairly obvious 
question when did he first start his music 
career’ 'At the age of six,” he says, "in 
the annual social at mv father’s sthixil, 
when my mother pushed me on stage 
From tliat day it has started and started 
and never ended ' 

Not quite uninterrupted though As he 
himself confesses, ‘I ve never been able 
to take anything seriously ui r" life ” 
Early years saw him working at a tvpewn 
ter as a steno typist, learning shorthand, 
even trying his brains at marine engineer 
mg “I can type better than most people 
who type with one finger ’ I he year 1417 
found him a college diopout runnmg away 
to Ihe anny lanip at Kirkee to look for a 
future Job acquu'ed bathmg the anny 
horses Nothing listed long till 19.18 On 
Chnstmas Day that year, he was asked to 
repine a pianist at the shooting of BaddI 
(direi tor jahur Raja) He eanied Ks 12 for 


One of India's most 
ver^tile musicians, ~ 
V. Balsara, turns 68 this 
week. He has spent^ 
lifetime contributing to 
the world of music, blit 
never led a triumphal" 


SQHM SEN, the man 
retains his sense of"" 
humour 


Photographs: Aloke MItra 


V Balsara If the name does not 
nng a bell somewhere (it should 
• if you are a Calcuttan) you ought 
to meet the man He is old, short and 
bespectacled, with a quiet dignity about 
fum that does not really go unnoticed m a 
crowd After the recent programmes on 
TV, his face is familiar to even CMDA 
men at work, but that look of recognition 
IS about all As we travel together in a car, 
a few heads turn, but too few No one 
comes up asking for an autograph or to 
spill admu'ation on him Walkmg down the 
streets of Calcutta, he would look a genial 
old man with a warm smile 
Dump a musical mstrument onto his lap 
and things begin to happen His face 
comes alive as the first notes of a haun- 
tingly familiar tune hit the air The man 
becomes the musiaan in an uistant and the 
magic of Jeend yahan, mama yahan, iske 
siwd jdna kahan envelopes you 
A dingy lane in central Calcutta Almost 
as dark as a den "V Balsara Please leave 
your message,” says the green letterbox 
fixed to the door We walk into a small 
room in the ancient building supported by 
rusted iron pillars There is a power failure 
and the room is dark, stuffy The vener¬ 
able man gets up hurriedly from his desk 
to offer us a seat Picks up two tiny plastic 
handfans and starts fanning us While 
beads of sweat trickle doAm his own 



recording sue songs—a lot of money those 
days -and the next morning music direc¬ 
tor Khan Saheb Mushtaque Hussein asked 
him to be his assistant 

fhat was also the year he proposed to 
his lady love Romance, however had 
come into their lives much earlier when, as 
children, both used to learn music under 
the same teacher “Mere ko woh bahut 
dchibhd Idgta tha" says Mrs Balsara ‘He 
was so short then, the foot harmonium 
would come up to the level of his nose To 
plate his feel on the pedal, he had to sit on 
the edge of his chair ” She used to reserve 
a special seat for him everyday “Hum 
dano kd fnendship hua tha, ” she says and 
the dun light hides the sudden blush 
“Mvn bhi athcbhi gddti tfu " 

But film zamana in those days was 
considered a dangerous world and her 
pirents did not approve of the marriage 
“They were not happy about it, ” 
says B^sara, but then, "this lady was 
stubborn All ladies are stubborn (this, 
with a half glance at me as he smiles and 
bites his tongue) ” They were married in 
1943 The lady was m for a few shocks 
however Nof long after marriage, her 
father-m-law found her waiting up one 
night for the musinan’s return from a 
rehearsal The clock showed 2 30 am and 
she, naturally, was anxious Imagine her 
surprise, therefore, when her father m 
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law very calmly asked her to go to bed, for 
"he would surely be back in a week”. 

1'he phone rings insistently. With an 
apologetic look he picks up the receiver 
"Modem ganasangeet? Shey aabaar ki 
sangeet?" 1 jot that line down and the 
action does not go unnoticed. "She has 
taken that down, to be sure, haven't you 
madam? (laughs)" 

Did you never think of specialisuig in 
any one instrument, 1 ask him Not one, 
but two, IS the reply "I play the harmo- 
mum and the piano Not anyhow but in my 
own style As it was played in Awara 
Woon.”More than 20 years back, he had 
presented Tagore’s songs in all Indian and 
as many <is eight foreign languages at 
Mahajati Sadan "That was 1966 or there¬ 
abouts I had 20 to 25 musicians with me. ” 
The programme was the first of its kmd in 
India. 

How IS it that he never seems to be in 
the Imielight despite his undeniable con¬ 
tribution in the field of film music? Is it 
because he is publicity-shy or stays away 
from too many stage performances’" I’ve 
no fancy for film music direction I like 
playing with people in front of me— 
whether bncks or bouquets I’d like to have 
them instantly ’(let off or ‘encore’ are the 
words 1 like to hear." But as far as 
publiaty or awards are concerned, he does 
not really aspire for either "Award 
or Award or C’ward. It doesn’t matter.” 
Not even a I’adma Shn. Love moves him, 
however, and it was partly the apprecia¬ 
tion showered on him by the people of 
Calcutta that made him settle m the city 
"While in Bombay. 1 used to play the 
songs of Juthika Roy ya I’ankaj Mullick va 
.Saiga! and all the while 1 would crave to 
see them in person.” The chance to fulfil 
his wish came in 1953 when Anil Biswas 
brought hmi to Calcutta. At his first 
programme at Hindusthan Park, people 
gave him a gate-crashing, chair-thumping 
welcome. "It was hke being in heaven.” 
The very next year Calcutta became his 
second home. "In Bombay we had only 
film music then. While here I found a 
glorious assortment of pop, hght and 
classical music...the bst would run on. 
'ITiat atti acted me. In Bombay, revolution¬ 
ary songs meant sate jahaan se achchha 
while here we had poets like Tagore and 
Sukanta, songs of Kazisaheb (Nazrul 
Islam) and many many many others.” 

Bombay’s tinsel town however found 
him the friendship and love of golden- 
voiced and large-hearted people. "I knew 
Lata when she was very young, not the 
I,ata Mangeshkar of today, the singer ot 
fame She only sang for private piogiam- 
mes then, and prior to anv appointment or 
stage performance made it a point to find 
out if 1 would be free to play for her ’’ He 
remembers Nausluid as a paragon of 
perfection. "That was one woid for him,” 


A room full of music and memories 


whether with regard to his conversation, 
or planning out anyttung "He was a good 
shikan but at the same time very bhitu 
(timid) ” 

'1'he talk veers to Hemanta Mukheiyee. 
Old memories well up "What shall 1 say 
about Hemantada.’ I do not know how he 
could leave us like that Once during my 
mother’s illness I was staying in his house. 
We had recording gomg on Everyday I 
would rush home to see my mother. But 
as we got busy with the recording there 
came a day when 1 just could not find the 
time to visit her. That mght Hemantada 
came up to me and said ’Don’t worry I’ve 
been to your place and spoken to your 
mother. She’s fine’. That was Hemantada. 
He had taken the trouble to locate my 
house, enquire after my mother ...’’Tears 
shine in his eyes and there is a pause in the 
conversation .Allowing him to be alone 
with his emotions, we look around the 
loom filled with photographs. Uttam 
Kumar smiles back from the wall In the 
company of Bahaii .Sanyal, Madan Mohan, 
Sukanta, Lita, Naziul and Tagore Many 
othei greats before iny time Hemanta 
however has a place of his own on the 
piano—a frame of a page from I'be Tele- 
gtaph Coloui Magazine He follows my 
glance and points out the lines on the 
page— Beqarar katke hume yoon na 
jaee\e. Aap ko baman qasam laut aaeeye. 


W e return to present day music direc¬ 
tion. Do you feel there is a sense of 
degeneration in the industry, a waste of 
talents? "Nobody is to blame for that,” he 
says. “It IS the way things stand today. We 
have become so computerised, so busy 
these days. There is no time for rehearsal. 
In our days we had a sense of belonging to 
one studio, whether New Theatres or 
Prabhat and had a strong sense of loyalty 
But now, no one belongs to no one.” A 
song IS recorded in just two and a half 
hours. Exceed that limit and you have to 
pay for overtime, have hassles with the 


With wife Aloo, the force behind him 








unions "Even if we had Pankaj Mullit k or 
Anup Ghatak in the bne today, in harsh 
language I’d say they would have fun away 
rather than work in this set up 1 he way 
things were going, 1 had totally lost heart 
Ihere came a tune when film directors 
chose to have their say m music (hrection 
“Once a du'ector told me to set a particular 
song to tune and play it only on the piano ' 
Suice the hero would be playing a piano 
and singing for his love, no other mstru 
ments were required Accordingly the 
song was set to tune "Ifut on the shootmg 
day when 1 went to the site, there was no 



piano anywhere around When I asked the 
director he said since they could not 
acquire a piano they had i hosen to bring a 
mandolm instead' 

Workmg with larun Majumdar in Rit/i 
O Prasad has made a difference though 
He IS a director who plans everytfung 
systematically and ui advance ‘I ve again 
come to life—I m very happy workmg with 
hun and he s very happy ’ Sombhu Mitra, 
too was a pleasure to work with Right 
fi-om bbubhd Bibahd and MdniA 1 vc been 
with them We worked together as a 
family We used to disiuss quarrel and 
reunite all for the betteiment of work He 
also remembers Piahlad Sharma s 
Vtdyapati — that was the first tune I ata 
Mangeskar and Rafi came to Calcutta and 
recorded m a Calcutta studio 

1 he phone mgs again He does not pick 
It up Itself Hut the man at the other 
end, a Mntyunjoy msists on talking to 
him Bolt dao mntvu lune /itthho (tell 
hmi I have passed away) lakes the nil 
though While w iiting wt look at the 
plaques on the shelves Some have Bom 
bay inscribed on them most have names 
of different organisations in Calcutta 1 he 
room has an improvised altai m a wall 
almirah V Balsara happi ns to be 
Zoarashtnan bj bulh but the almirah 




overflows with gods and goddesses of the 
Hindu pantheon Jesus Christ and 
Zarathushtra share a shelf and joss sticks 
with Guru Nanak 

D o you believe ui God, we ask him, as 
he puts the receiver down "I am not 
a rehgious man at all” he says Why so 
many gods and gcxidesscs then^ ‘1 ve kept 
them as a standby, if one fails I can fall 
back on the others" He laughs, but becom 
es serious the next moment “Didi started 
all this (pouiung to a huge bust photograph 
of a smiluig lady) She was my cousui and 
the only other musician in the fanuly 
Human Dhannawq) Indorewalla She learnt 
music from me and worked day and night 
to make my programmes a success When 
she passt'd away ui 1974, I thought my 
limbs had been severed If you do not 
mention her in your wnting, this interview 
would have no heart or soul' 

“I do not believe in Zoarashtnanism or 
Islam or Hinduism 1 only know that there 
IS a superhuman energy that guides us in 
whatever we do,” he says 

How has the state government shown 
Its recognition’ In answer, he hands me a 
card An invitation to an evening two days 
later at Nandan, where, the card says, V 
Balsara would receive the Khansahtb 
Alauddin Award 1 he chief minister would 
present the awards himself 

We musicians are dreamers ’ /magma 
tion do IS a product of lus dreams It has 
the entire music composed by him with 16 
other musicians There is choir singing and 
dance 'Someday I hope to set I agore s 
Debdtdr Uraash (Pood for (jod) to tune It 
would be a dance drama based entirely on 
mv composition I d do everything except 
take part ui the dance myself No one has 
so far seen an> commercial possibility in 
this but the dreamer in him is undaunted 

What more would he wish for in life we 
wonder One last wish he replies that 
I may die on stage while playing bc*fore an 
audience I ve seen a young man die bke 
that once (Ravish Malhotra) One mmute 
he was there on stage, singing yee/ia 
yahan mama \ahan and the next, he was 
dead You know I plav that song at every 
function of mme, hoping to pop off just like 
that 

Vistasp Balsara Sixty eight this week 
(June 22) Sixty two years in music Musii 
director for over 30 films Still woi ks from 
mom to night and measures life by the 
claps As the framed greeting card on his 
piano says, ‘ Nothmg improves my hearing 
better than praise 

lalking of Calcutta and het pc iplc 
softens his expression ‘1 have liecn 
treated magnificently graciously I just 
don t have the word for it I vc lieen given 
so much love that it would be enough to 
cause diabetes ’ ■ 
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PANORAMA 


E conomic realities are a daily obses¬ 
sion in Hanoi, capital of Vietnam, 
the oldest in Southeast Asia, found¬ 
ed in 1910. It is a metropolitan area of 
three million people, filled with relatively 
new buildings. Yet one continuously 
bumps into something old, into history and 
legend, Peter T. White learned. 

White, an assistant editor of National 
Geographic, had visited Vietnam eight 
times since 1961, but this was his first tnp 
to Hanoi. He sought answers to an impor¬ 
tant question; “How is it that these 
courageous, ingenious, industrious peo¬ 
ple, who in tfffee decades of armed 
struggle somehow managed to achieve 
theu" aims against far mightier enemies— 
first France and then the US—have for 14 
years now failed to bring to their vast 
majority even a halfway decent standard of 
bving?” 

No one in Hanoi disputes the shockmg 
economic conditions. (Ifficially, per capita 
income is equivalent to just over $100 a 
year. To make ends meet, a doctor in 
charge of a hospital has to be a janitor at 
raght. A retired general must depend on 
his wife selling cigarettes on the street. 

Many apply for jobs in other communist 
countnes. To those faced with abject 
poverty, it’s a privilege to be chosen for a 
textile mill in Czechoslovakia or an auto¬ 
mobile plant in East Germany. 

Near the Labour Ministry WTute watch¬ 
ed a hundred young men and women finger 
their new passports. “They’ll soon be off 
to open a new mine in the Kemerovo 














standard of living. But 

nothing is impossible 




region in Siberia. I ask a young man how 
long he’ll be gone. ‘Sbi years.’ He says he 
wishes he could stay longer. ‘Then I could 
send more things to my family.’’’ 

What’s sent home is not to keep or use 
but to sell—a big factor in Vietnamese 
family budgets. Typical goods from the 
Soviet Union include mirrors, electric 
irons, pressure cookers, replacement ele¬ 
ments for hot plates and plastic Christmas 
trees. From relatives in the US, Cana^, 
France or Australia come occasional 
bonanzas—blue jeans, shoes, cassette re¬ 
corders—all seling for high prices. 

White describes a distnct of decrepit 
five-storey apartment blocks, built in the 
1970s and 1980s. The windows have no 
glass, only shutters, and the winter chili 
sends people to bed with thick socks and 
quilted jackets and trousers. A family of 
four is confined to an 11' x 15' space. 

"Now, say, the electricity is out on your 
block and you connect a wire to another 
block so your apartment has Tight,” he 
writes. “Neighbours' will complam—why 
do you have electricity and we don’t? Or, 
say, you get a barrel and pump so you can 
have running water on the second floor; 
they’ll throw your barrel away and say 



























Ethereal formations said to house spirits rise behind sampans 
fishing in Halong Bay, one of Vietnam’s most beautiful places. 
Dotted by more than 3,000 islets, the waters of Halong wind 
through coves where guides lead boatloads of sightseers on 
torchiit excursions. A trickle of tourists from the West now 
joins the stream of tho.se from communist countries 


Cyclists swarm through Hanoi in the wake of a decrepit 
streetcar during the afternoon rush hour. In the background the 
open doors of a French colonial building invite customers into 
the neighbourhood’s shops and restaurants 
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At a Hanoi airport 23 boxes containing the remains of Amej 
servicemen are readied for shipment in 1988 to a US Army I 
forensic laboratory in Hawaii. A months-long effort to ide| 
the missing yielded only nine names 


you’re selhsh, why don’t you fix the 
system so everyone can have water up 
stairs’" 

It’s jealousy under a pretext of collec¬ 
tive interest. White is told There is 
considerable feai of the administration, 
whose practices are patterned on Chinese 
and Soviet models A bkxk committee 
keeps files on everyone and reports to the 
community committee when someone has 
done something it believes is contrary to 
Its interests 

“Want to travel abroad’ Your file will be 
checked. ’ White wntes "Or a bad report 
could go to the ministry where you work 
Whatever comes up, the question in the 
back of one’s mind is—if I do this or sign 
that, IS it safe, will it be gcxxl for me’ 
There’s much talk of new thinking, new 
ways of doing things, but it s still the same 
routine ’’ 

Also on the mind of Hanoi’s residents is 
China, whose border is slightly more than 
100 miles away—less than 10 minutes bv 
jet fighter, a city official reminded White 
The most recent Chinese invasion was 
beaten back only 10 years ago Even now, 
a general tells White, cross-border artil 
lery duels occur daily Graphic reminders 
remaui, tcx), of the human cost of the war 
between the US and North Vietnam US 
military speciabsts search crash sites for 
remains of Americans still missing 

Vo Nguyen Giap, the general who made 
the hrench surrender at Dien Bien Phu, 
then helped devise strategy that held US 
forces at bay, and in 1975 crushed the 
South Vietnamese army to force the 
reunification of all Vietnam, is now deputy 
prime minister in charge of education, 
science and technology 

His dream is that Vietnam will advance 
to the level of the most advanced countries 
in the world "T hat dream will come true 
he told White "1 think of it day and night ’’ 
(National OeofiraphiL New'> Servue) 
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RKGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Aandhlyan: Koxy (Chowrmg- 
hee Plaie; 284 K 18 ), Uasusree 


Biplab, Pr asenjit, Soumitra, 
Indrani and Satabdi in 
Aapao Aamaar Aapan 

(S.F. Mukhenee Road; 484808), 
Moonlight (T.C. Dutta Street; 
254956), Bina (Bidhan Sarani, 
311522), Pumasree (Raja Raj Kis- 
sen Street; 5,54033), Ra^ (Be- 
liaghata Maui Road; 363264) 
Directed by David Dhawan, the 
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film stars Prasenjit, Shatrughan 
Sinha, Madhusree and Mumtaz. 
The music is by Bappi Lahui. 

• Awaaz De Kahan Hai; 
Majestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road; 242266>-12, 3, 6, 9. 

Directed by Sibte ilasan Rizvi 
and with music by Naushad, the 
film stars new finds Avinesh Wadh- 
wan and Shikha Swanip along with 
Hindu, A.K. Hangal, Anjan Snvas- 
tav, Shubha Khote, Dev Kumar, 
Satyen Kappu, Jamuna and Annu 
Kapoor. 

• C.I.D.: Opera (Lenin Saram; 
281849)—4 shows. 

Vinod Khanna, Amnta Singh, 
Juhi Chawla, Suresh Oberoi and 
Kuan Kumar comprise the main 
cast of this film, directed by Ajay 
Goel. Tlie music is by Kalyanji 
Anandji. 

• Hum Se Na Takrana: Hmd 
(Ganesh Chandra Avenue; 
272473), Gem (Acharya Jagadish 
Chandra Bose Road; 249828), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
391090), Indira (Indra Roy Road; 

Aamir Khan and 
Juhi Chawla in 
Turn Mere Ho 
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471757), Maiancha (Regent Park). 

The star attractions of this film, 
directed by Deepak Bahry, are 
Dharmendra, Shatrughan ^Sinha, 
Mithun Chakraborty, Anita Raty 
and Kimi Katkar. The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Elite (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 241383)—10.45, 
2.15, 5.30, 9. 

On its way to a silver jubilee, a 
rare achievement these days, tlus 
teenyboppers' love story stars Sal¬ 
man Khan and debutante Bhagy- 
ashree. The film is duected by 
Sooraj R. Baijatiya and the music 
is by Raamlaxman. 

• Pali Patni Aur Tawaif: Lotus 
(S.N. Baneijee Road; 242664)— 
12. 3. 6. 9. 

A film by Rajkumar Kohb, star¬ 
ring Mithun Chakraborty, Salma 
Agha, Farha and Amjad Wian. The 
music IS by Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Police Public: Orient (Ben- 
tinck Street; 281917)—11.45, 
2.45, 5.45, 8.45. 

Raaj Kumar. Naseeruddin Shah, 
Kabir Bedi and Poonam Dhillon are 
the major attractions of this cnme 
thniier. The film is directed by 
Esmayeel Shroff and the music is 
by Raamlaxman. 

• Swarg: Jyoti (Lenin Saram; 
241132)—4 shows. 

Duected by David Dhawan and 
with music by Anand Millind, the 
mam cast includes Rajesh Khanna, 
Govinda, Juhi Chawla and 
Madhavi. 

• Turn Mere Ho: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442), Knshna 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), Mit- 
ra (Bidhan Saram; 551133), Jagat 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Road; 
365108)—4 shows. 

Aamir Khan and Juhi Chawla are 
the lead pair m this Tahir Husain 
film whose music is by Anand Mil- 
bnd. 


Bengali Films 


• Aabishkar: Rupbani (Bidhan 
Saram; 553413), Aruna (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 359561), Bharati 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 485593)— 
1, 4, 7. 

A film by Salil Dutta. starring 
Tapas Paul, Satabdi Roy. Manoj 
Mitra, Biplab Chatteijee, Master 
Rintu and Indram. The music is by 
Mruial Baneijee. 

• Aapan Aamaar Aapan: Mi- 

nar (Bidhan Saram: 552753), BijoU 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 352740)—2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Tapas Paul, Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitra Chatterjee, 
Deepankar De, Shakuntala Barua, 
Biplab Chatteijee, Numal Kumar, 
Indrani Diltta, Sanghamitra Baner¬ 
jee and Anup Kumar star in this 
Tarun Majumdar film. The music is 
by R.D. Buiman. 

• Badnaam: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 558080)—2.30, 5.15, 8; 
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Puma (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
474567)—2.30, 5.30, 8.15; Prachi 
(Achaiya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road: 271282)—2. 5. 7.45. 

Siibu Mittra's maiden Bengali 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Praieivit, Shakti Kapoor, 
Shakuntala Bania, Subbendu Chat- 
tetjee, Banidm Ghosh and Soumit- 
ra Baneijee. The music is by Bappi 
Lahiri. 


Special Kvent> 


17 Jum; 3 pm & 6.30 pm 

Sangit Kala Mandu presents the 
Raiasthani drama. Ranyt Ko Gudo, 
staged by its members. 

At Kala Mandu- (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 443666) 

17 June: 6.30 pm 
Sangit Kala Mandir presents the 
Hindi play. Bhsuya Sabse Bada 
Rupaiya (direction' Rajendra 
Sharma), with several TV artistes. 

At Kala Mandir (B) 
(Shakespeare Sarani. 443666) 

17 June onwards 

A week-long exhibition of 
pamtings by Nihar Sen in the South 
Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road. 284302) 

18 and 19 June: 6.30 pm 
Sarathi presents a two-day 

session of recitation featuring 
Nuendranath Chakraborty, Amar 
Ganguly, Partha Ghosh, Rajat 
Banerjee, Ratna Mitra, Partha 
Mukhenee. Tapan Roy Pradhan. 
Bratati Banerjee. Sarmistha 
Chatterjee and artistes of Sarathi 
on the 18th, and Debdulal 
Banerjee, Pradip Ghosh. 
Niladnsekhar Bose, Ashok Palit, 
Subhra Bose, Kajal Choudhury, 
Pranati Mitra MustaS, Soumitra 
Mitra, Amitava Bagchi and others 
on the 19th Compare' Rita 
Koyral. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978), 

20 June onwards: 4 pm to 8 
pm 

An exhibition of graphics and 
drawings by Babita Sarawgi 
(Calcutta). Suraiya Chowdhury 
(Bangladesh) and Bela Purohit 
(Baroda). Inauguration on the 19th 
at 6.30 pm. 

At Birla Academy of Art and 
Culture (108-109 Southern 
Avenue). 

20 June onwards 

Ramen Kastha and others will 
hold a week-long exhibition of 
paintings and sculptures m the 
New South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

21 June: 7 pm 

Sangeet Research Academy 
presents Dr Shankar l.al Misra m a 
lecture-demonstration session on 
musk therapy for the mentafly 
deranged and music teaching for 
the de^ and dumb. 

/— — 


At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street) 

21 June onwards 

A week-long exhibition of 
paintings bv Amp Kumar Kiss^as, 
Ashis Kumar Das. Ashis Kumar 
Sen, Sathi Mondal and Sovana 
Bhattacharya in the North Gallery. 

22 June onwards 

The 25th annual exhibition by 
the members of the Academy's 
Studio (junior group) will be held in 
the Central Gallery till the 28th 
At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Raod, 284302) 

TRAVEL 


PluiU's 


NOTE: All arrival and da* 
partura timas are for Cal¬ 
cutta. Figuraa in braekata 
danota tha daya, 1 being 
Monday. 


Intcrnutionul 


Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep (2) AI-101 at 
0250; Dep (6) AI-309/AI-101 at 
0215. 

Calcutta-Delki-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep (7) AI-1651/ 
AI 165 at 0500 

Calcutta- Delhi-Paris-London: 

Dep (7) AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (E) Al-306 a* 1910. 
Dep (5) AI-306 at 2020. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 
1915, Dep (6) Al '109 at 2015 
New York-London-Oelhi- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) AM12/A1- 
1122 at 0330 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1340. 

London-DeHii'Calcutta: Arr. 
(1) AM32/A1-1320 at 1340 
Moscow-Lhibal-Calcutta: Arr 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4). SU-538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta; Arr. (l, 4): 
RI-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1, 4). R)-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-SIngapore: Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Sliifapore'<Ucutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Air. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 
7); iC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3, 6); 
TG-3I3 at 1240; Dep. (2, 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1(»0. Dep. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Uelbl-Calcutta-Ohaka: Arr. 
(6); IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6)' 
IC-843 at 0855. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(6): IC-844 at 1115; Dep. (6)- 
IC-844 at 1215. 

Caientta-Katlniiaiida: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2. 4. 6, 

7) : lC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1. 6). 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2, 4. 6. 7); 
lC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep. (1,2,3.4.6.7): BG; 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5) BG-098 at 1820, 
Dep (1.7) IC-223 at 1340, Dep. 

(2.4.6) . IC-223 at 1640 
Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
BG-09I at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr (1.2,3.4.6.7): BG-093 
at 1540, Arr (5) BG-097 at 1740, 
Arr (1,7) IC-224 at 1540, Arr 

(2.4.6) lC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. 
(2.5): BG-698 at 1415, Dep (6). 
IC-225 at 13.30 

CUttagong-Calcuttt: Arr. (2. 
5): BG-697 at laW, Arr. (6)' 
lC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep. (2). KB- 
106 at 0900, Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2) Al¬ 
lot at 0250, Dep (6)- AI-309 at 
2015. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr (5): Al- 
306 at 1910 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7) Al- 
1651 at 0500 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1) Al- 
1320 at 1340 , Arr (7). AI-1122at 
0330. 

fiMHofi 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700; 
Arr (dady). lC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily) 
IC-273 at 1920, Dep 

(1.2.3.5.6.7) IC-176at0845. Arr. 
(daily): IC-274 at 18.30, Arr 
{1.2,3..5.6,^:IC-175 at 0755. 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep (daily). 
IC-265 at 1700; Arr. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-271 at 1500: Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-272 at 2025,. 
C^utta-VIzag-Madraa: Dep 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
’(1)': IC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2,4.6): 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Cateutta-Cuwabati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-229 at 1250iAn. (dady) : 
lC-230 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : lC-20rat 1130; Air. 

(1.3.5.6) : lC-202 at 1245, Air. 


(2.4) lC-202 at 1.500. 

Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhat - 
Guwahatl - Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7) IC 213 at 1030. Ait. 

(3.5.7) . lC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwahatl • Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5,6). IC-219 at 
1120;Arr.(1.3..5.6):IC-220at 1600. 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at noth Arr. (dady): 
lC-222 at 1320. 

Caicutta-Agartaia: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly)- IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
IC-243 at 1400, Dep. (3.5.6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep (1) IC-243 
at 1400. Arr (dady). lC-242 at 
0900. Arr (2.4) IC-244 at 1600. 
Arr. (3.5, 6.7) IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1). IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Sliebar- Impbal; 
Dep (dady). IC-255 at 0600: Arr. 
(dady). iC-256 at 1030 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar • 
Nagpur • Hyderabad: Dep. 

(8.5.6) . IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 

(3.5.6) : lC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hydcrabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) ' lC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) . IC-278 at 2215 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 

(2.4) . lC-285 at 0545 . Arr. (2.4): 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1); IC-287 at 
a545: Ait. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta • Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . lC-4108t0830: Air. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-409 at 1510. 

Calcutta-Shiilong-Gawahati- 
Sllchar: Dep. (dady): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7); PF-707 at 0610; Air. 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Cuwahatl-Jorhat- 
LHabari-Dlbmgarh: Dep. (1, 
3, 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1, 3. 5, 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-lmphal-DImapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-727 at 1115; 
Air. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpor- 
Kallashar-Agartala-Caicutta: 
Dep. (2, 4. 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2. 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamahedpur: Dep. 
(1. 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Air. (1. 
3, 5): PF-718>at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agutala: Dep.' (1, 3, 
5. 7): PF-729A at 0550; Ait. (1, 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcatta-Alzawi-SUcbar: Dep. 
'dady); PF-705 at 1120; Ait. (dai- 
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Oep (1 3, 5) PP 723 at 1045, 
Arr (1 3. 5) PF 724 at 1950 


A 'fi :M- 1 i i;( •. i ' /;{ i 



ly) PF-706 at 1615 
Calcutta-Rourkcla-RaBchl. 
Dep (I 3, 5) PF 715 at 0600 
Ait (1 3 5) PF 716 at 1025 
Calcutta-Guwahati Lilahari 


Ziro-Daparlio: Dep (2 4 6) 
PF 721 at 0930- Arr (2 4 6) 
PF 722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwahati- 
Dibrugarb-Paaslghat Along- 


Calcutta-Jamahcdpur-Patua: 

Dep (2 4 6) PF 725 at 0550 


Arr (2, 4. 6) PF-726 at 1040 

Calcutta-Dhanbad-Gaya 

Patna-Dhaabad-Caleutta 

Dep (1, 3 5) PF;737 at 0600 
Arr (1 3 5) PFTMat 1100 


Trains 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Time 

S9wr9h 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Dalhi Kalka Mail 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

19 20 

Amritaar Mail 

8 05 

3006 

300J 

20 00 

Bombay Mail v a Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9 15 

Air Cond (New Delhi) Ex 

preaa v a Gaya Varanasi 

Dep Tues Thurs & Sal 

Arr Wed Fr & Sun 

1800 

2382 

230J 

9 15 

Air Cond (New Delhi) Ex 

press via Patna 

Dep Mon Wed Fr s Sun 
Arn —Mon Tues Thurs S 
Sat 

18 00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

Ra)dhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

Oep—Mon Tues Thurs Fr 
& Sun 

Arr Tues Wed Thurs 

Sat & Sun 

11 00 

2302 

2373 

23 00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu Tawl) Exp 

Tri Wkly 

Dep —Tues Fn & Sal 

Arn Tues Wed & Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbsnchal (Gorakhpur) Ex 
press 

Dep —Mon & Thurs 

Arn —Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20 05 

Doon Express v i Grand 
Chord 

7 20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Tootan Express via M i n l m 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Exprasa 

15 45 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Expraaa via Ma n L nu 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

21 lO 

Delhi Janata Express v a 

Mam Line 

5 30 

3040 

3019 

16 00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

MIthila Express 

500 

3022 

2557 

600 

Kanchan)unga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Cuwshati) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Aeaneol Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Oanapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep Wednesday 

Arn —Friday 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wfcly Express 

Dep —Tues Thurs S Sat 
Arn—Mon Thurs S Sal 

600 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santinikstan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chembal (Gwalior) Tri 
weekly Superfaet Express 

Dep —Thurs Sat & Sun 

Arn —Tues Wed S Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15 25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues & Wed 

Arn-Sal & Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktlpun) (Chopan) 

Dep & Arr —Mon a Fr 

7 30 

3328 

5049 

22 25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Oep 4 Ard —Sunday 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19 00 

Oar/eeling Mall 

8 45 

3144 1 

3153 

21 40 

Qour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11 20 

Jammu Tawl Express 

16 30 

3152 I 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Serai Express va 

SBG Loop 

12 50 

3134 

3103 



10 25 

3m 



d Arr Wed Fri A Sun 

A » 

'sWa 


oapaitum SOUTH-EA8TERW RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Hvmrmh 

Tkna 

Dn 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20 00 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gitanfall (Bombay) Express 

;l4-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Expraes 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

11 30 

2842 

2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Expreee 

Dep —Tues 

Arn —Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tata Steal Exprasa 

10 20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21 45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Exprasa 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Hstia Express 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Purl Expraaa 

5 30 

8008 

8409 

19 20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7 45 

8410 

2821 

5 55 

Dhsull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupatl Exprasa 

4-15 

8080 

8046 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex 

press 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulla Exprasa 

Dep —Except Saturday 

Arn -Except Sunday 

11 20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahati Howrah 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday on y 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Cantrsl-Howrah 
Guwahati Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminua 
Guwahati Waakly Express 
(via Visakhapatnsm A 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahati Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Waakly Exprasa 
(via Howrah A Visakha 
patnsm) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfaet Express 
(via Visakhapatnsm A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fri A Sun 

Arn —Tues 4 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahall-Bangalora City 
Waakly Expraaa (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22 15 


— 

14 10 

Bangalore City Guwahati 

13 45 

2673 


Waakly Exprasa (via Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Monday only 


2610 22 35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 — 

— 14 10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 

13 45 2609 


Patna Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 



Wednesday only 



CNOUMIE8 For round tha etoek biformatlon of Eaatam I 
Railway tralna. plaaaa dial 20384B-M for In-coming traina: I 
203830-44 for all othar taiformatlona. Jor Information I 
about roaarvatlona on Eaattm and SowthlafUtn RaUwiaiiit \ 
\rmn«. dw\ 203800 (from 9 am to 9 pm on waokdaya and 9 
•into 2 pm on Sundays and oaxattad holidaya). I 












RINO BEARER! Somalhlng It on hoM lor tht person atiovo. 
What can It ba? To And out, add llnaa t to 2 to 3, ate 


a MURKY MATH> Twelve is as much greater than four 
as twice this number exceeds five score Answer 
quickly, what number is Ihat^ »s n laquinu dui 


GIVE MA HELP WITH WORDS 

Ma IS trying to puz2le out the words 
above Perhaps you can give her 
some help 

One loner is added In each step 
to form a new word, with letters 
rearranged as necessary 
Definitions 

1 'Look—no hands' lln- 
aarted) 

2 Extinct bird 
3. Scary sound. 

4 Fictional itotactlva Parry— 
5. Popular canned fish 
6 Nuts used to make mar* 
ilpan. 

Remember, rearrange letters as 
necessary tpuowiv e 

UOMWS S UOMW » MCW £ MW t SM I 


a CHECK INI A pair of X't 
ara in piaoa In tita dlaflr*ifi< 
balow. You ara aakad to 
Intort four moro X't ao 
that no two of tha of tho 
total of alx ara found In tho 
aama row, acroaa, down or 
dlagonallv. 

I Ramombor, two X'a ara 
alroady in placo. You ara to 
Inaart four moro. 

Chock anawar balow. 
Other anawora may bo 
poaalblo. 

P<--d>OJ 

m9 4*9- ^ MK tVOiSt •piO pue~A«Mp 
MOJ 4)> nom Rpjp HOi pXMi. 


000(S)00 

000000 

OOOOQQ 

OOOOOO 

888880 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six ditter- 
ences in drawing delaila between top and bottom panels How 
gmckly can you find them’ Check answers with those below 

Buistiui SI clB3 9 laHBuis si isaous S luaiawip Si ecus j 
f Buissiiutiiianji c fluissnu si isunMS S iusiai|ipsiisgs|s >0 | se3u»i«i)iq 


THEN score i points each lor all 
words of lour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least M pamia. 

ii3|j pusi suiosoMi siqasod 







































U n lease write something 
■ about bear baiting ' 
writes S A Ahmed Calcutta 

In the Middle Ages and 
right up to the early 19th 
century, the ‘baiting (literary 
‘making bite) of bears and 
other animals by setting 
dogs to them was a popular 
form of amusement Bear- 
baiting was, of course much 
older than this for it had 
been one of the favourite 
blood-sports of the ancient 
Romans In England it be¬ 
came a national pastime, 
especially during the 16th 
century, when it was patro¬ 
nised by all classes, includ¬ 
ing even the ladies of the 
Court 

The bear was tethered by 
a long chain to a stake in the 
middle of a ring, or pit, and 
about half a dozen mastiffs. 
were let loose upon It It 
would lash out with its claws, 
perhaps killing and maiming 
a few dogs to start with, and 
sending the whole pack in 
retreat New dogs were put 
in to replace the dead and 
wounded, so that there was 
no pause, and the contest 
went on until the bear was 
either overpowered, or 
proved the winner Theex- 
ated ones of the spectators 
combined with the growling 
of the bear and the barking 
of the dogs created such an 
uproar that we now use the 
expression a ‘bear-garden 
to descnbe any scene of 
chaos and disorder Often 
the entertainment was pro¬ 
longed by replacing the bear 
as soon as it was killed or 
disabled, as many as thir¬ 
teen bears sometimes 
appearing in succession 
Generally, however, the bear 
survived and was carefully 
tended by a keeper for the 
next encounter The bears 
had names, and some of the 
toughest veterans became 
famous and were idolised by 
the public The favourites of 
Shakespeare s day were 
named Sackerson, Don 
John, and Nod of (Canter¬ 
bury 

Bull-baiting was earned on 
in exactly the same way as 
bear-baiting, but was never 
so popular in England, 



11th Oueatlon: Why is the Union Budget 
of India presented at 5.30 pm at most of 
the times? (V. Shankar, 7 Nyniappan 
Street, Raja Annamalaipuram, Madras 
600028) 

Ana: The British Budget Is preeented In 
the House of Commons at noon. In the days of the Ra| 
the Colonial Budget was also presented at the same 
time. India, following the pre-Independence tradition, 
converted GMT to 1ST and hence the budget is 
presented at 5.30 pm. 


though It has given rise to 
the breed of dogs known as 
‘bulldogs, specially bred for 
their powers of holding on 
once their teeth have grip¬ 
ped In Spain It developed 
Into bull-fighting As a novel¬ 
ty. lions were sometimes 


baited or a man might him¬ 
self fight with a savage dog 
Bear-baiting was so much 
a national amusement in the 
16th century that Henry VIII 
created a special royal offic¬ 
er—the Royal Bearward— 
whose duty was to look after 



the king‘s bears, bulls, and 
dogs In 1526 Pans (Carden, 
the most famous of the bear- 

§ ardens, was erected at 
ankside, Southwark It sea¬ 
ted 1 ,000 spectators, the en¬ 
trance fde being a penny, or 
two pence for one or the best 
seatstn the gallery It was on 
the river bank, close to 
Shakespeare I theatre, the 
Globe, and it is very prob¬ 
able that when a bear was 
needed to appear in a play, 
the actors borrowed one 
from across the way There 
seems, indeed, to have been 
some competition between 
the bears and the actors, for 
in 1591 Queen Elizabeth 
prohibited the performance 
of plays on Thursdays, as it 
detracted from the bear- 
baiting held on that day Ev¬ 
ery town kept its bear, bear- 
ward, and pack of dogs, and 
bear-baitirtg was held in 
royal or pnvate parks, as welt 
as in recognised bear¬ 
gardens In the north it was a 
feature of the Wakes week 
celebrations In Cheshire.in 
fact, there used to be a 
popular. If not wholly truthful, 
catch which ran 
Congleton rare, Congleton 
rare. 

Sold the Church Bible to buy 
a new bear 
It seemed that the 
gletonians of 1662 had 
saved up their money to re¬ 
place their ageing Bible, but 
as their bear died in the 
interval, they spent their 
money on replacing that in¬ 
stead 

Dunng the 17th century 
many attempts were made 
by the Puntans to put down 
bear-baiting, but they never 
wholly succeeded, and in the 
18th century it was still a 
flourishing entertainment. 

The Regency ‘bugks' de¬ 
lighted in all (dims of single- 
combat, such as knuckle- 
fights and cock-fighting, en¬ 
joying not only the brutality of 
the spectacle but also any 
opportunity for baiting In the 
19th century, however, the 
public conscience was 
aroused against the cruelty 
of such sports, and bear- 
baiting was proNbhed by Act 
^ Pamament In 1835. 
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r OB^BBR MXJR 'TIMNINa] 
UfiBMlSl^KTOYDU* / 
APvANrn ^eg by using / 

. \tXJRBOOVASA 

V Fuun?uM 





HI? 


PIP ttAI m* 




"7 PC®tSc»ajR^ 



>1X1 KAvr flaoeKT ro« \ 
>txjR LiscBrr Ajsp RXJ»fr) 
WSU. IN ACCORPANCV } 
L WITH CXIR ANOBNT / 
V Tljiast tAfAS, >tXJ / 


M4{Y'TWff eORS 1 
FLVONWN6S; 


'-✓'I 








/ l-ooie:, PENNS' \ 
f -THff SERGEANT ISN 
CHYINS WITH REUEF 
^THAT WB15E BACK.' 






f X 6EEVMO REiCVIBER 
serving up a PARnCULARCi', 
PBLICATB LITTLE WIN»-rr j 
. HAPAHlNTOPOTARWir / 
V ANP A StlBTlERDWSRV/ 
PRA3BANCE J/ 
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The Congress(I) MPs misbehaved in the Rajya Sabha and brought chairman 


j. Shanm to tears. That not being enough, K.K. Tewan decided to tear into 
n. The House then reprimanded him. “Only because I am K. K. Tewari," he 


retorted. Well, can a tiger change his stnpes? 






HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that's a situation none of us wouid 
iike to get into. But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment. Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of. 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits. Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances. For 
a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum), it also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so littlel 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10,500 

3,100 

250 

17,600 

— 

550 

25,500 

— 

600* 

57,750 

5,250 

840* 

52,750 

7,400 

1300* 

82,500 

11,500 


Age limit: 5-70 years * Personal Accident cover 
available on payment of additional premium. 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 
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Sad Stoty 

The cover story, ‘Man and 
Wife’ (May 13), opened the 
eyes of many of us who 
claim to be the most praga- 
ttshil (culturally advanced) 
people of India The mci- 
dent was enough to punc¬ 
ture our balloon of praga- 
tishdta 

If such an incident could 
happen in a fairly mod 
emised village like Snram 
pur, one wonders what is 
happemng m the remote 
comers of the state Child 
marriage is not confined to 
R^asthan, after all 

So long as socio¬ 
economic factors like su¬ 
perstition, illiteracy and 
poverty exist, thousands of 
Gouns and Gautams will 
continue to fall victim to 
such evil practices 

Following the storm 
raised m the Assembly, the 
state government ordered 
an inquiry The news was 
published m Anandabazar 
Patnka two months earlier, 
what was the government 
doing then’ It is said that if 
you tickle a rhino, it laughs 
only after a week Is the 
skin of the Left Front thick¬ 
er than the rhino's’ 

Sirajus Salekin, 

Calcutta 

■ Vidyasagar had strug¬ 
gled to abolish this evil 
practice during the British 
era It is a matter of great 
shame that such a heinous 
crime was committed in the 
great man’s home district 
Itself 

Manohar Mandal, 

Nabadwip (W B ) 


■ While the country is ab¬ 
out to enter the 21st cen¬ 
tury, a vast section of the 
Indi^ rural soaety is still 
under the influence of evil 
social practices 
Shovanlal Bakshl, 
Calcutta 




■ I fail to understand how 
you could publish such an 
article and highlight the in 
cident By doing’ that, you 
are encouraging others to 


commit the crime Just for 
the entertamment of the 
reading public, do not 
waste your power of the 
pen 

Manav Jalan, 

Calcutta 

■ 'The shameful act of the 
couple in Snrampur in get 
tmg theu" seven-month-old 
daughter mamed to a six 
year-old boy deserves to 
be condemned 

Your concern for the 
children, while projecting 
the evil system of child 
marriage m our country, 
was coreunendable 
Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ I cannot but express my 
amazement at the furore 
raised in the Assembly on 


verba) frenzy, can’tthese 
legislators come up with 
genuine solutions’ 

S.K. Bhattacharya, 

Calcutta 

a 1 he unfortunate parents 
of Goun Mai were forced 
to give in while battling 
against devastating des 
tiny We quickly criticise 
such evil practices, but the 
sensitive handling of the 
story forced us to think 
awhile about the particular 
factors in this case 
Harekrushna Mahanta, 
Bokaro 

a It IS impossible to judge 
the right and the wrong of 
this particular child mar 
nage and we are sure there 
must be more such cases 1 
can only suggest that the 



Gautam and Gouri with their young friends 


your cover story Our hon¬ 
ourable legislators seemed 
to be blissfully ignorant of 
child marriages in West 
Bengal until you chose to 
spill the beans 

Such inadents are not at 
all alien to the state The 
sacrificial lambs in the 
countless villages may not 
be seven months old, but 
they are by no means the 
leg^d 18 years Even if one 
earned out a survey among 
maid servants m the homes 
of Calcutta, one would find 
that child marriage is ram¬ 
pant 

Can the poor parents be 
blamed when they have so 
few options’ Instead of 


incident be taken up by the 
Cuiimess Book of World 
Records 

Panchkari Dasgupta, 

Bankura (W B ) 

■ One would have thought 
that 42 years of freedom 
was long enough to educate 
the people against supc rsti 
tions Are we really going 
into the 21st century with 
all these beliefs’ 

Vinod K. Dash, 

Banpada (Onssa) 

u Haye, mera Bharat' You 
are really Mahaan' 

Debasish Nandi, 

Taherpur (W B) 
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I n 1977, the rising stars of Mulayam 
Singh Yadav—a wrestler and one 
time champion in his category in the 
Agra division—fell victim to his physi¬ 
que. The Janata Party had won a 
euphonc victory in the Uttar Pradesh 
elections and as one of those who had 
made it possible, Mulayam Sin^ was 
in the running for tte chief minis¬ 
tership. The man had the n^t creden¬ 
tials for the moment: he sported the 
magical badge that proclaimed 19 
numths of jail during the Emergency 
and belonged to the backward com¬ 
munity Chaudhary Charan Singh 
wanted to push to the forefront. 
sides, he had played deputy to the 
Chaudhary’s leadership of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the earlier House and was the 
old man's Wue-eyed boy. But when it 
came to the chief ministership, the 
brooding patriarch had one little re¬ 
servation. “Iska kad bahut Mtota hai 
chief miraster Ice bye." (he is tcx) short 
to be chief minister) the Chaudhary 

said. Perhaps it was the Jat speaking 
up in him but that was it The chief 
ministership went to the other afar 
fron»ranker. Ram Naresh Yadav. 
Mulayam Smgh sat it out as minister 
for cooperatives but he had his eyes 
set on the chau* handed to Ram 
Naresh, who he has never made up 
with since. 

Mulayam Singh is now able to joke 
about how he missed his first chmce 
for the lack of a few inches for he is 
now, to rub m a cliche, the tallest 
leader in Uttar Pradesh. It has taken 
tone and tenacity but he has overcome 
not just kinky biases about his oily hair 
and crumpled clothes and his inability 
to speak convent En^sh but also 
about the fact of beuig bom a Yadav in 
a state whose politics Brahmins and 
Thakurs luive so dominated over the 
years. Uttar Pradesh might yet again 
have produced the country's Pmne 
Minister, it might he the begettor of 
the leader of the opposition in Parlia¬ 
ment as well, it mi^t be the homeg- 
round of the only political dynas¬ 
ty—the Nehru Gandhis—we have. But 
at the state level, Mulayam Sinjdi 
would brook no challenge. It is often 
said that the diief ministership of Uttar 
Pradesh is the second most important 
p^ticaljob in the country, second only 
to the F^e Minister’s, and Mulayam 
Sin^ Yadav wants to live up to that 
He not for example, kowtow to 
New De^ on any and every matter. 
The man is, in fact the very antithesis 
of his name: a tough nut. 

Noti:^ could have proved his atten¬ 
tions better than the stand he has 
taken on die Bharatiya Janata Party 






























































HULATAM’S MEAN MACHINE 


T wo o( the most serious aOegstxibs 
agaknt Mui&jraiil Singh Yadain sre 
that encourages castekm and pro* 
vides protection to crimind dens^, 
often uang musde power as a poQtical 
weapon. Among the otidnals known 
to be dose to w Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister are: 

—Aiuns Shankar ShuUa alias Anna; 
Adceaded underworld character who 
r operates with Ludknow as 1^ hcw^ 

' quarters and has been doseiy asrod- 
ated with Mulayam Sngh (or several 
years now. Anm is agtade 'A' Mstory 
. Steeter in pdice records Old hia dose, 
to 40 Cases against hbit. Someofthese 
are murder duttBeS, Anna has oftmi 
: ' on pdkicai pkidorms . wfth 

'Muayam Sin^ and the chief ndnister 
is known to socialise with him. Anna’s 

S tt brother, Kailadi Shankar 
is dao known to he a local, 
jampter and waa |$ven the Janata Dai 
tidmt for the Lwdmow coiponrtkn 
eldctioia last year. He won. Adoui's 
/ brother-in-law, S. C. Maiua, too was 
' dm a Janata Dd tkdcet from due 0 ^ 
ttc warda. He won toa 

—Kamlesh Pathak; Another, 
grade history sbeeter who hias am- 
enced for cm a murder diarii In 
11^ hot let off by the higher eotirta; 

' later, lie beksiga to Aunm and. 

.•'tttnft ftt a>der dw Bt‘ ia. . 

'' aowkJiaAattDalMLCandpcoiiiiMiM^ 
?f'\baa ^aittded.Wa waya". , 

r^Ram Sawak Yadav: Another ids- 
i 4jMY staaeter fton hbdaysm SioiTa 
/i .tenie dial^ Etswah. .lYsveis dmlr 
% the ddtf ftAdater wfadtkA^Mar' 

' «Sdd«s sayhig f|B b 


"Yadse: 


brother of the chief minister. Known to 
throw his weight about in Ctawah 
diattict Alleged to have assaulted a 
pobce officer after a Yadav-Hukur 
dispute over land in April after which 
some of Shivpai Singh’s own were 
arrested. The unccunpromtsing police 
officers in the case were transfixed. 
Siivpai Singh remains untouched. 

True to charactw, Mulaywn Sin|^ 
Yadav does not cteoiy having connec¬ 
tions with any of thm peo|^ He is 
seen puhUdy in their cdnroroy and 
makes no bones about it Ifis stodc 
answer on ha Ikiks with these eie-. 
ments is; Vitioba Bhave and Jay^>- 
. lakash Naraki codd reftnm peetde.. 
why can’t I take such anaadative too?'* 
Close associates of die chief pdnis- 
ter who do sdtdt tie uses Ids under- 
worid connectiaBs to ftstherlds poiftlc- 
d aims say Mulayam .Kngh bbgdl 
builffing such Ifaika in the e«^ei|mw 
"onhr aft/W he rsdised he could not 
counter toe hidden rod nuade powe; 
vduch die CoBress began to use 
imEkw Ssniay Ga^’S patronage, widt 
mem speeches. ” 

Casteiam is. an allegation that 
oerhaps no chief ndnister of Uftor 
Pradesh or Bihar has ever esctqXl- 
Mulayam Sngh defirods ha portion by 
. sa)ing,tiim is no other Yadav in to 
aod<dat.to closest cadto^ 
chief secretary, Rij ^argsya, ghd 
micipa Momcy* 
^mbodi.brahndna, m'dito 
does repreaent i ceXnV 
and be is hi the ddtf MMrtifs 
pip because of the 
■'whwpsidi hi mah 

. joiMnif '-lift iSl6 liM i 


himself on the Ram Janmabhoomi- 
Babri Masjid issue. He also had to take 
care, he was told, of the implications of 
his stand on the V. P. Sii^ govern¬ 
ment in New Delhi; he had to protect 
the interests of the Central leaders^ 
too. But no, Mulayam Singh had taken 
a stand on the Ayodhya question and 
he was not bud^g. Instead, he 
embarked on a series of addresses at 
anti-communaiism seminars and came 
down heavily on forces trying tp create 
divisions on the basis pf religion. 
Perhaps just to give that extra punch to 
what he was saying, he went all the 
way to Left Front-ruled Calcutta to 
declare he would not hesitate to arrest 
even the likes of L. K. Advani and Atal 
Behari Vyjpayee if it came to protect¬ 
ing the smilar credentials of his gov¬ 
ernment and the rule of law. 

A day before he gave orders for the 
arrest of Acharya Swaroopanand, the 
Shankaracharya of the Dwarka peeth, 
in Ayodhya during the first week of 
May, very close senior officials told 
him that the arrest could prove coun¬ 
ter-productive, that it “could unleash a 
storm that could shake his govern¬ 
ment”. Threats to the same effect 
were relayed to him ft-om the state BJP 
but the chief minister remained un¬ 
fazed and went ahead with the Shank- 
aracharya’s arrest. If there was any 
immediate fallout, it was that Mulayam 
Singh gained a few more inches in 
stature. The BJP can go complaining to 
the Prime Minister, the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) can rave and rant and 
call for his dismissal but Mulayam 
Singh does what he thinks he should do 
as chief minister. He had, in bet, made 
it very clear that he was not prepared 
to place himsetf in a position prone to 
blackmail by the BfP much before 
February’s Assembly elections despite 
the fact that the BJP was supporting 
the Janata Dal government in New 
Delhi This is one of the reasons iriiy 
seat aejiustmrots between the Janata 
Dal and the BJP were not as sucessfui 
at the Assembly level as they were 
during the Lok Sabha poll. 

There are reasons why Mulayam 
Singh Yadav cannot stomach the BJP. 
One of them of course, is that when 
the Lok Dal Sj^ in 1987 the BJP sided 
with the ^ Singh faction of ttie party 
and helped total Satyapal Singh Yadav 
as leader of the Opposition in the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly, pulling down 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. But the real 
reasons for hb dislike of the BJP sikI 
its brand of politics go much further 
back and are ground in to early 
training as a poUtidan. 

B(»n in a peasant bmiiy in Saifi 
viliage in Etawah distiict, Mulayam 





Singh, the wrestler, was an early 
convert to the Lohia School of Social¬ 
ism and became an active member of 
the Samy^ta Socialist Party (SSP) in 
the mid-sixties. Given the fact that the 
Jana Sangh—the progenitcx' of the pre¬ 
sent day BjP—was one of the forces 
the socialists in Uttar Pradesh were 
fitting at that time, Mulayam Singh's 
idrological aversion to the BJP is only 
too understandable. The BJP-RSS- 
VHP combine’s ever-increasing cla¬ 
mour for Hindu Rashtra must be 
anathema to any Lohiaite. 

Then there is also the question of 
the social base Mulayam Sin^ has 
lashioned his politics on; it is, and will 
have to be, a coalition of the backward 
castes and Muslims. Even according to 
conservative estimates, the two put 
together form a winning combination 
on more than 250 of Uttar Pradesh’s 
425 Assembly seats. Muslims are cru¬ 
cial to Mulayam Singh's pobtical surviv¬ 
al, he cannot afford to alienate them. 
What he can do, on the other hand, is 
to consolidate them behind himself and 
confront the BJP with whatever other 
forces—the Left, which is marginal in 
Uttar Pradesh, among them—he can 
have on his Qanks. "'Dus is precisely 
what he is tring to do," says K. C. 
Tyagi, a Janata Dal Lok Sabha member 
from Ghaziabad and one of Mubyam 
Singh's pobtical aides, "The victory of 
Mulayam Singh Yadav has come be¬ 
cause of a certain social base he 
represYnts and has been fighting for. 
The Muslims are a part of it, like they 
were a part of Chaudhary Charan 
Singh’s social base. Mulayam Sin^' 
cannot ditch them, he is fighting for 
them.” According to Tyagi, Mulayam 
Singh finds himself in a changed situa¬ 
tion now because suddenly the chal¬ 
lenge to him is not from within the _ 


Smooth operator 


party but from outside. “The challenge 
is of running the government of the 
largest and probably the most complex 
state in the country, now that he has 
estabbshed himself as the undisputed 
leader of the party in the state." 

Not that it was easy. Mulayam Singh 
first came to the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly m 1967 on an SSP ticket 
from Karkal in Farukkhabad, which 
was Ram Manohar Lohia’s parliamen¬ 
tary constituency, but lost the 1969 
polls and spent five years out in the 
wilderness rebuilding his bridges with 
the people who returned him as an 
MLA again in 1974. By this time, he 
had impresed Chaudhary Charan Singh 
enough to be made the deputy leader 
of the Opposition in the Assembly but 
that role was cut short by the 
Emergency, during which he was 
jailed. Coming back in 1977, he became 
the Uttar Pradesh cooperative minister 
but with the crumbling of the Janata 
dream three years later, he lost Jas- 
wantnagar to Balram Singh Yadav of 
the Congress(I). In 1981, however, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh made him 
president of the reborn Uttar Pradesh 
Lok Dal and a year later he was elected 
to the state Legislative Council. 






Tt was duri^ the 1980-84 period that 
JlMubyam Sing^ reaUy entered the race 
for leadership, launching one agitational 
after the other and making 
whirlwind campaign trips across the state. 
Among his major successes during this 
period was the agitation against the Maya 
Tyagi scandal and repeat^ exposures of 
the government for fake en¬ 
counters by the police. And guess who 
was the diief nunister Mulayam Sbigh was 
constantly locking horns wiA? None other 
thmi Visnwanath Pratap Sin^. 

1984 was yet another windfall for the 
Congressd) d^vered by the assassination 
^ Indira Gandhi and Mulayam Singh Yadav 
came to lead the opposition in the Assem- 
trty yet again with 85 Lok Dal MLAs to 
le^. 'Diree years later, when the Lok Dal 
split and he lost the leadership of the 
C^^sition to Ajit Singh’s man, Satyapal 
Siiigh Yadav, he recoiled with a vengeance 
to form the Krantikari Morcha with the 
supp(»t of the Janata Party and the Left 
Bloc. With this began perhaps the most 
intense power struggle of Mulayam 
Sink’s life: the battle was not only against 
Ajit Singh but also against the tall shadow 
d Chaudhary Charan Singh that stood be¬ 
hind him. 

Mulayam Sin{^ shrewd man that he is, 
never once disowned the political lepcy of 
the Chaudhary in his battle with Ajit Sin^: 
he only kept protesting that in Uttar 
Pradesh he was the real mantle-bearer of 
Charan Singh, and never once did he let it 
become a Jat versus Yadav afrair for he 
knew that would totally break the back of 
his support base. What he did was to align 
closely with the other great Jat chieftain. 
Chaudhary Devi Lai, and work his way up 
Buroutdi liim. 

For a time, during the painfully long 
period the Janata Dal’s birth took, 
Mulayam Sin^ was tom between Devi Lai 
and Chandra Shekhar who were calling 
each other names over the merger, but 
when the deed had been done and the 
Janata Dal formally launched at Bangalore 
in November 1988, Mulay^ Singh was 
one of the biggest beneficu^es; he had the 
most influential combination—-Devi Lai and 
Chandra Shekhar—behind Urn. Even if 
V. P. Singh did quibble a little, at the insist¬ 
ence of Ajit Singh, he could not voice it for 
he knew what it meant to take on 
Mulayam Sii^ with Devi Lai and Chandra 
Shekhar bd^ him. 

Ajit Sin^ never one to reconcile to 
Mulayam Singh, finally did challenge 
Mulayam Singh personally in the battle for 
the Uttar Pradesh diief ministership last 
February but came back from Lucknow 
vanquished and licking his wounds. "The 
de^t of Ajit Singh in the race for chief 
miniatership,” adinits a senior member of 
the Ajit Siiii^ camp, “was a dedsive vic¬ 
tory for Mulayam Singh that really estab- 




lished him as the state supremo. Having 
known how actively Mubyam Singh had 
been consolidating himself over the past 
few years m the state, Ajit Sin^ should 
never have entered the contest.” Just be¬ 
fore that Mulayam Singh had got rid of the 
other Sttle thorn m his side: Satyap^ Singh 
Yadav, the man who had ousted him from 
the leaders^ of the Opposition in 1987. 
Mulayam Singh had Satyapal Sin^ kicked 
up to the Lok Sabha m November with 
promises that he stood a better chance of 
becoming a Union Minister—on the Ajit 


Singh quota, of course—than hanging 
around at the state level with a quarter of a 
chance of making it to chief ministership. 

Mulayam Sin^ has made a habit of 
getting back at people he picks on. The 
biggest obstacle to his pohtical career in 
recent years has been the Ajit Singh group 
and slowly but surely he has sidelined it. 
As chief minister, the biggest challenge to 
him comes from the BJP-VHP-RSS com¬ 
bine and rather than trymg to appease and 
accommodate them he is confronting them 
head-on. Not so many years ago, he had 


taken on Vishwanath Pratap Singh, then 
chief minister of Uttar Pradesh, ai^ driven 
han out of office: Mulayam Singh had, in 
fact, at that point virtually blamed V.P. 
Singh of unleashing a genoddal state war 
against the Yadav community following the 
Chhabiram scandal. The quirks and ex¬ 
igencies of politics have now placed 
Mulayam Sin^ on the same side of the 
fence as Vishwanath Pratap Singh but it is 
already clear that the Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister is not too comfortable with the 
Prime Minister. Not for nothing is he 
undertakmg all these well-publidsed tours 
of the Uttar Pradesh rur^ in the com¬ 
pany of Chandra Shekhar. 

But then, to friends Mulayam Singh is 
also a great friend to have. Ai^ it does not 
seem to bother what party or shade of 
(pinion you belong to. For years Mulayam 
Smgh was leader of a raucous Opposition 
when Vir Bahadur Singh was chief minister 
of Uttar Pradesh but the two men were 
also friends at a personal level (a fact that 
led to many a story about Mulayam Singh, 
bemg in cohorts with the Congress-I chief 
minister). It neverstoppedMuJayam Sin|^ 
rurining his politics the way he wanted to, 
which meant cudgeling the Congress(I) aU 
the time, but it also did not stop him bei^ 
the first man at Delhi’s international air¬ 
port to receive the mortal remains of Vir 
Bahadur Singh who died of a heart attack 
in Pans last year. Today, it is not the 
Congress(I) but Mulayam Singh Yadav 
who IS having a statue of Vir Bahadur 
Singh erected in Lucknow and it is he, 
more than anyone else, who looks after 
the well-being of his family. "The two 
were," says a close associate of Mulayam 
Singh, "from the same back^ound, they 
were victims of similar elitist biases 
beyond their politics, there was a certain 
son-of-the-soii brotherhood between the 
two which Mulayam Smgh has not for¬ 
gotten. ” 

On the other hand, when he disagrees 
with something, friendships do not matter. 
Mulayam Singh might be firmly in the Devi 
Lai camp but he did not say a wc«d in 
support of Om Prakash Chautala on the 
Meham affiur even though Chautala could 
have done with a little backing from him. 
But then again, when Devi Lai played out 
his resignation drama on the Meham issue, 
it was Mulayam Singh who came out and 
played a key role in helping tide ovo’ the 
crisis, saying a thing or two, in the pro¬ 
cess, about his worth to V.P. Singh. 
"BaskaOy,” says a senior official vbo haa 
worked with Mulayam Smgh, "Mulayam 
Singh is now mote useful and crucial to 
V.P. Singh than vice versa because 
Mulayam Singh » hi control of Uttar 
Pradesh and a little more. And he has built 
tMs position by being his own man, a man 
urim knows what he wants to do.” ■ 
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THE NAME OF THE GAME 


A s everyone seems to be 
dropping Khushwant 
Singh’s name these 
days, I too might jolly well 
have a go. I am well quahfied. I 
have l^wn him longer than 
most, and our lives were once 
intertwined by a quirk of fate ui 
which the role of puppeteer 
was played by V.K. Krishna 
Menon, who was then our 
High Commissioner in 
London. 

This IS how It happened. 
Towards the end of World 
War II the Government sent 
me to Canada to open an 
Infonnation Service m anti¬ 
cipation of the amval of a High 
Commissioner at the time of 
Independence. Not long there¬ 
after, following the partition, 
Khushwant, having abandoned 
his law practice at Lahore, was 
sent to London as one of the 
two Information Officers serv¬ 
ing under Sudhir Ghosh, who 
was Public Relations Officer 
and head of the department at 
India House. 

Now, Krishna Menon hated 
the PRO’S guts and wanted 
him out but could do nothing 
about It as Ghosh had been 
selected personally by the I & 
B Minister, Sardar Vallabhai 
Patel, reportedly on the re¬ 
commendation of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Although Menon was 
known to be a favourite of 
Pandit Nehru’s, he could not 
assert himself in a situation in 
which the Prune Mimster and 
his Deputy mi^t find them¬ 
selves at loggerheads. As it is, 
there was no love lost be¬ 
tween these two great men of 


How to drop it is 
what it's all 
about 


India, so Menon thought it 
wiser to sit back and bide his 
time. 

It was a nice how-do-you- 
do. Here was I in Ottawa, the 
Canadian capital, minding my 
own business and tending my 
newly arrived boss—Hardit 
Singh Malik, former Prune 
Minister of Patiala—when out 
of the blue came this apher 
telegram asking me to proceed 
to London and take over from 
Sudhir Ghosh, who was re- 
tummg to Delhi. 

I must have turned a sickly 
colour, because Malik called 
Room Service—we were 
staying at the Chateaux 
Laurier—placed a double 
whisky in front of me, helped 
himself to another, sat back, 
and said to me ui a confidential 
tone: ‘Tell me aD about it” 

I told him about the disaster 
that had befallen me. I men¬ 
tioned the cable that had 
ordered my transfer, and the 
thing called Menongitis which 
I'd heard was sweepmg the 
Government of India, the 
worst form of which dread 
disease was personified (so I’d 
been told) m the gentleman 
presidmg over the London 
mission to which I had been 
sentenced. 

Malik pooh-poohed my 


fears, fixed me another stiff 
dnnk, and reeled off the names 
of a dozen "fine Menons, in¬ 
cluding your own KPS”. Then 
he added; “You don’t turn 
down a promotion. Over there 
you’ll have an office much lar¬ 
ger than this one and many 
times more unportant. Cool it 
and start paclong your bags. 
Everythmg wiO turn out fine'.’ 

And so It was that 1 went to 
London and Khushwant came 
to Ottawa in my place. Krishna 
Menon gave me a cool recep¬ 
tion, making it clear that he 
had someone else m mmd as 
Sudhir Ghosh’s replacement 
That someone, I learnt 
through the giapevnM, was 
Khushwant who wasn’t madly 
in love with VKKM but prefer¬ 
red to be m England rather 
than Canada. 

Menon got his way ui the 
end, and some months later he 
sent me a message m Pans, 
where I was attendmg the 

U.N. General Assembly, 
saying that he was heart¬ 
broken, but the Ministry 
wanted me back at headquar¬ 
ters and that he couldn’t stand 
m the way of my advancement, 
blah-blah-blah. He even gave a 
farewell party m my honour, 
the two-faced so-and-so, and 
Khushwant came back to 
occupy the chair which I had so 
unceremoniousty been made 
to vacate. 

I forgot to mention that 
Khushwant and I were m col¬ 
lege together—he was a cou¬ 
ple of years my junior—and 
although we were never quite 
chums, we had close mutual 


friends, aim^ them Manziur 
Qadir, who in later years be¬ 
came Foreign Mmister of 
Pakistan. A^ the London 
episode, our contacts wore 
few and far between, although 
during one of my home post¬ 
ings we lived practically next 
door to each other, when I was 
aOoted a flat m Sqjan Sin^ 
Park, in which complex he still 
lives. 

Several years later, after I 
had retired from the Forei^ 
Service and was toying with 
the idea of beoming a fid-time 
writer, I sent him a story when 
he was Editm' of the Bhistnted 
Weekly of India. He sent tins 
back with a friendly note ex- 
plauiing that it did not fit into 
nis scheme of things, but 
shortly thereafter, as if to 
compensate, he published a 
kn^ piece of fiiftion I had 
written, entitled "The Last 
Maharaja”, and sent me the 
originals of complimentary 
messages sent to hun by 
readers. 

One thing about Khushwant 
is that he always replies to 
letters, however brmf his rep¬ 
ly. Author, traveller, boa 
vivant, and now arguably the 
country’s most celebrated col¬ 
umnist, he must receive hun¬ 
dreds of letters every week. 
How he replies to them I don’t 
know—possibly with a staff of 
secretaries—but it is a matter 
of principle with him to keep in 
touch with his correspondents. 

There, I’ve dropped Khush¬ 
want Singh’s name—and some 
others. 

P.L. Bhaadul 




• V.C.R.: I would like to 
exchange a Sony Betamax 

V.C.R.(made ui Japan) bought 
three years ago for a VHS 
V.C.P of any g^ make. Con- 
tact N.G.Deb, 135/1 
D.H.Road, p.o. Thakurpukur, 
Calcutta-63. 

• Books: I wish to exchange 
Classical Mechanics by Her¬ 
bert Goldstein, General Prop-. 


erttes of Matter by Newman 
and Searie, Heat by 
P. K.Chakraborty, Electnaty 
and Magnetism by Fewks and 
Yerwood for a Sanyo Walkman 
(stereo). Wnte to A. C. Paul, 
do S.Haque, Qr-391/B/71 Old 
Station, Dhanbad-826 001. 

• Books: I offer 15 Hindi 
novels uicluding Mahabharata 
by Nagatji, magaaines like 


Santa, Parag, Nandan, Mukta, 
Manohar Kahanta and The 
Telegraph Colour Magazine, 
and ten Hindi audio cassettes 
for anything of corresponding 
value. Wnte to Atul jain, do 
Boxes Mfg. Co., p.o. 
Nayasarai, dist. Hooghly, 

W.B. Pm-712 513. 

• Comics: Toffer two Tintin 
comics, Tmtin in Tibet and 


Professor Calculus’ Affair for 
old tm or iron made toys. 
Write to Mousumi Bose, 36/ 
9A Sahitya Parishad Street, 
Caicutta-700 006. 

• Coins: I would like to ex¬ 
change 100 foreign stamps for 
coins of cmresponding value. 
Write to Aditya Tandon, 82/C 
Beltalla Road, Calcutta-700 
026. 
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Twice Extinct! 

N ot since the Great Ark 
has a bird been more 
threatened. The Madeiran 
gadfly-petrel known locally 
as the Friera (the Nun), 
Europe's rarest bird is 
strug^g to maintain a pre¬ 
carious hold on existence. 

Always very rare, the 
Friera, numbering not more 
than 30 pairs, were once 
before thought to be extinct. 
However, colonies of what 
were assumed to be the 
same species were thriving 
on the tiny nearby island of 
Bugio. 

Through a remarkable bit 
of ornithological detective 
work, a group of scientists 
re-discovered the birds. 
They taped calls of the Bugio 
species and played the re¬ 
cordings to shepherds in the 
mountainous heartland of 
Madeira. A shepherd actual¬ 
ly recognised the calls and 
led the party to a location 
where eventually eggs and 
birds were found. 
Throughout the early 


1980 s, whenever unpredict¬ 
able mountain weather per¬ 
mitted, visits were made to 
the ledges on which the 
birds excavated their metre- 
deep nesting burrows. It 
was then that the first signs 
of another tenant of the 
ledges were noticed. Friera 
eggs and a chick were found 
eaten and everywhere there 
were droppings obviously 
left by rats. These attacks 
were repeated for several 
breeding seasons and over 
that period there was no 
evidence of any chicks hav¬ 
ing been successfully reared 
to return to the seas in 
autumn. Once ag^, this 
very rare bird having been 
brought back from the dead 
was on the bnnk of extinc¬ 
tion. 

Action was finally initiated 
by a UK based ornithologist 
who roped m ICI Public 
Health to fund a project to 
start a rat control program¬ 
me. The painstaking and 
dangerous work of position¬ 
ing boxes carrying rodenti- 
cide bait began in 1987. This 
effort, continuing to this day, 
has b^n mounted by a dar¬ 
ing and dedicated team of 
climbers using equipment 
provided by the project. In 
1988 the birds returned to 
the ledges virtually clear of 
their rodent adversaries but 
showed no signs of pro¬ 
longed occupation or suc¬ 
cessful bree^g. Last year 
however, visits in July/Au¬ 
gust revealed a number of 
&t healthy chicks. It is on 
these first chicks that the 
Frieras' ftiture will depend. 
Their survival is far from 
certain but now at least they 
seem to have a chance. 


...And the 
No-plug Iron 

<TTeat sandwich slices 
Xrthrough ironing time' 
is how The DaSy Telegni^ 
described this no-plug iron 
and the plug-in bo^. 

Heat radiates upwards 
fi-om a plate in the ironing 
board v^ch needs to be 
plugged in. The cordless 
ircxi sits in its own socket 
where it is recharged when 
it is putdown, and presses 


down the heat, when in use. 

It is estimated that an 
average English housewife 
irons away for about three 
hours in a week; and this can 
be halved, say (jemini of 
Cornwall, the manufacturers 
of this heat sandwich. 

At around Rs 4000 a 
piece, this iron is based on 
an old wives' tale that put¬ 
ting a piece of aluminium foil 
under the ironing 'cloth' 
gives quicker and tetter re¬ 
sults. 



With Yoilr 
Permission 

P eter Plummer’s newest 
board game, called PER¬ 
MISSION, seems to be 
based on the consequences 
of land-ceiling in India. A 
property developer in Lon¬ 
don, Peter Plummer faced 
traumatic experiences while 
attempting to assemble 
small sites for housebuild¬ 
ing—mostly made up of peo¬ 


ple's back gardens. The 
game, played with several 
people, is good fun and the 
most enjoyable bit is 'bar¬ 
gaining' or negotiating to buy 
land fi-om other players who 
hold a small part of your site. 
Even as a friendly game, 
PERMISSION brings out 
the true business ethics of 
people while negotiating a 
property deal! Beware! You 
could make a foe of your 
friend. 


1 


thim "••• 

AAAIM - ir TH—• 

DUTCH MlCHTinaAt^ 






Double Dutch 

T he word DUTCH prop¬ 
erly meaning “Hollan- 
dish" formerly denoted the 
people of Germany, and not 
merely the Netherlanders. 

Today, you can strike a 
Dutch bargain with Dutch 
courage, and take Dutch 
comfort in Dutch defence. 
Many a male would rather be 
a Dutchman than tajie his 


fiance on a Dutch treat; and 
Hdiat would she say to a ring 
of Dutch gold? That brings 
us to the Dutch wife which, 
in case you did not know, is a 
bolster on wMch to rest your 
weary Bmbs; and a E^tch 
nightingale is actually a frrog 
that croaks and not a bird 
that sin^. 

And, if all this does not 
sound like double Dutch to 
you, well, then I’m a 
Dutdiman! 


mmMonK KHit OHH Sluuiila Dudeja and Nalinl Sithani 













19A GURUSADAY ROAD 



Once the home of the Ta¬ 
gores and later, the Birlas, 

IM Gurusaday Road now 
houses the Birla Industrial and 
Technological Museum (estab¬ 
lished on May 2,1959), the 
first of its kind in our country. 
The idea of such a museum 
was mooted by Dr B.C. Roy 
and industrialist G. D. Birla 
gave shape to Dr Roy’s vision 
by gifting his rambling Calcutta 
residence, Birla Park. The 
museum occupies all the 40 
rooms and seven sprawling 
halls of Birla Park together 
with five fatgfias of surrounding 
land. 

19A Gurusaday Road has a 
rich past G.D. Birla bought 
the property (18 htgfias, seven 
kattas and three chattaks) for 


Rs 4 lakhs from Surendranath 
Tagore in 1919. The Tagores 
had purchased it from Mirza 
Abdul Karim and eight part 
owners in 1898. Before that it 
is believed to have been occu¬ 
pied by a number of Wester¬ 
ners; the earliest owner listed 
in the Corporation’s records of 
1878-79 is A. W. Chapman. 

According to the Corpora¬ 
tion plan of 1907-08, the build¬ 
ing is shown as partly two- 
storeyed and partly three¬ 
storeyed with two tanks, one 
to the north and another on the 
eastern side. Tagore’s daugh¬ 
ter, Meeta Devi, spent a 
large part of her childhood in 
this hwse. The present struc¬ 
ture was raised by architects 


N. Gum and Co. after the Bu-- 
las took it over. The museum 
building is a colonial adaptation 
with a mixture of various 
styles of European 
architecture. Finally, what 
used to be 18 Ballygunge 
Store Road was renamed and 
the address changed to 19A 
Gurusaday Road. 

The tradition which the Ta¬ 
gores had set as owners con¬ 
tinued under the Birlas as well. 
Surendranath Tagore’s liberal 
outlook attracted various lurm- 
naries from different walks of 
life. They included Kakuzo 
Okakura, founder of the 
academy of the neo-Japanese 
school of the east, a^ 
Japanese artists Yokoyama, 


Tikan, Hishida and Katusta. 
Members of the revolutionary 
forces of the freedom move¬ 
ment, under Barrister Pra- 
mathanath Mitra and with 
Surendranath as the financier, 
operated from this house. 

TTiey mcluded C.R. Das, Au- 
robmdo Ghosh, Satyendranath 
Tagore, and leading Congress¬ 
men S.N. Baneiji, Rashbehari 
Ghosh and Anandamohan Sen. 
G. D. Biria’s close links with 
the nationalist leaders brou^t 
to this house Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi, Motilal Nehru, Lala Lajpat 
Rai and Madan Mohan Mala- 
viya. Informal meetings of the 
Cmgress were also held here. 
Chiang Kai-shek and his en¬ 
tourage stayed here as guests 
and met Gandhgi here. 
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I'jH RIES 

I /A March 21 -April 20 

Thanks to the moon s 

I_ first quarter col 

laboratuns, partnershtps, jour 
nays and links are well signified 
July 2 to S will be Ideal for deals 
transactions, loans and funds 
Those employed will do slightly 
belter A major move is destined 
next month Mars in your sign 
activates love, engagement and 
marriage Changes on the home 
front and improvements on the 
house are imminent 

AURUS 

I AprH 2t-May 20 
* The Sun-Mercury 

_ conjunction localises 

travel, contacts, deals, contracts, 
communications and a job- 
switch Promises will be kept, 
but delays and cancellations are 
not ruled out Partnerships wiH 
be fluKf July 2 to 5 will be Ideal 
for fun and frolic or a serious 
relationship The career graph 
definitely shows an upward 
trend, so negotiate Intelligently 

^ EMINI 

■ May 21—June 20 

” Be Arm, do not vacil- 

-late, cuttivate a hobby 

and entertain royally, for thats 
the way to bag a contract 
Buying, selling, shopping and 
Investing are denmteiy highlight¬ 
ed as the moon trines the sun on 
July 2 Pursue career matters 
wttn retenttess regularity and use 
your gift of the gab Work comes 
first and pleasure later July 4, 5 
and 6 are ideal for mating, 
socialising, loving and caring 

^ ANGER 

. June 21—July 20 

^ Your work will be 

_ done A facelift for the 

home, office and property in 
general Mercury in your sign 
leads to travel, news messages 
and good tuck Oo anticipate a 
fine slice of the financial cake in 
August Folks and the beloved 
wNI be willing to play to your 
tune Health of parents and in¬ 
laws could, howwer worry you 
Your tenacity and powerful Im¬ 
agination help you to get to the 
gravy 

I —lEO 

July 21—August 21 

J TtM moon trine Jupi- 
_ ter helps you in busi¬ 
ness, deals, real estate, enter¬ 
tainment, travel and leisure 
Take care of expenses and post¬ 
ponements Those In sales, jour¬ 
nalism, teaching, travel and 
trade do well Be charming and 
you will be in the money In 
romance, your loved ones will 



respond and that sweetens life a 
lot Leam to put your message 
across clearly and OMKlsely if 
you want to clamber up the 
ladder of success Deals will be 
struck now 

~mj] IRGO 

August 22—SepI 22 
* Financial transac- 
_ tions lending, bor¬ 
rowing, leasing shopping sprees 
and investments are the week s 
highlights Despite hesitation 
arid opposition, you do succeed 
in transactions and deals, as the 
sun conjuncts Mercury, your 
mam planet Money will make 
romance more exciting Expect 
an addition to the family The 
time Is right to adopt a child. If so 


BIRTHDAYS 


Moon M)Mfe 8Mim: Ho«M, 

OOmviDO OOMRRM mm MU* 

•noos iMM be dl«lwte|.iWd • 
motor upbMvM 19 nbtipM oub 
On end after 
year, presswes wN 

July 2 

Mkxm trine iun: RsTteirKt 

r Mil i ItiMtfirihrr finnrt 'mit 
M maters, te aeti p te . wwh* 
tiiiik Jii rt"f4r>ffitf> MMBwttind 
TOM n) mpon unu MpOffM wt 
•loni. 

July 3 

Moon trtno jiupitor; 80 lt- 
ooniktenootothomoVterQftbO' 
COM. Thoio in tfte ffte. Kitenoio 
■nd resowoti do momMbfy 
wot. WHh iMdt Item yoo. you 
owe it to yourseO Pi flMe in your 
very best Happinim to your 
ossuny. 

July 4 

Marctlry trine PHOk Writers. 


Interested team to relax, go In 
for group activity and health vnll 
certainly improve 

n IBRA 

. SepI 23—Oct 22 

^ The moon s first quar- 

- ter in your sign 

according to Western astrology, 
makes you dynamic, ambitious 
and enterprising The full impact 
of It will be fell between August 
and October An upward trend in 
your Anances is envisaged as 
you will succeed In reaching out 
to people and clients Mars 
makes your sweetheart blow hot 
and cold, tensions will be there 
but never a dull moment Legal 
matters are possible 


townaNatt, trlMtors. brotora and 
n c te i f ar a wllf bate metr element 
You love Me vriH Intoiova. You 
wMiun into people who wM help 
you to more waya than one. New 
open^ to your ) ob and protea- 
aton ani poa a l b toi 

July 8 

Moon oppostoon Vemn-You wM 
auoceed aAer a struggle. Oube a 
tew of you are to for a Job-hop. 
vary possibly, you wW ovprin- 
duige tetd oveispend, and m- 
poRlMtototire. , , 

July 8 

Mpon tftoe Mara: 7^ Miar 
pM those in emptoymenb^ 
tracte. dommeroe, pf o i daata in 
and buitoaee to give to><Mr 

liximsasirtajMm Sto 

gift. WI Hp nOnOMnMMc 9 


July f 

Be arpbfltoue, but toprn not ite 
oouill ^ ehlekane before Itete 
ate hatohed. Ptoane^, pt 
ah^ttewM Augual^Mriy' 
tookymoitlt 


S CORPIO 

Od 23-Nov 20 

Expenses, religious 
- ceremonies, col¬ 
laborations and toe luck of toe 
draw are the main trends ol toe 
week July 2,3.4 and S ara ideal 
for deals and ventures A bright 
.career ahead, so play your cards 
right and give your intuition a 
chancs Renovation decoration 
and refurbishing Sre a must 
Except the first two days, no 
major health problem is fore¬ 
seen , 

- AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21 -Om 20 

Romance, loans a 

_ chance to make a fast 

buck, and a possible overhauling 
of goals arxi work methods are 
destined for you You may even 
change your line of activity Bar¬ 
gains deals and transactions 
come through and those in real 
estate and showmanship find 
sweet satisfaction It is just toe 
nght lime for romance as the 
moon transits your sun sign 

-^ APRICORN 

D«c 21—JAn 19 
^ The main trends of 

_ the week are kicks 

and kisses, engagement and 
marriage, foreign and local con¬ 
nections, hectic communication, 
personal affairs property, |n- 
rents and legal suits Romance 
will be bitter-sweet, but still worth 
it as Jupiter works overtime for 
you from toe angle of intimacy A 
job-switch or a new employment 
opportunity Is on the cards 

QUARIUS 

J«n 20-Feb IB 

The lure of new and 

_ distant places, a 

possible mamage or betrotoal, 
collaboration and travel, a fatter 
pay packet and health posers 
are the week's highlights Ex¬ 
penses will eat Into your Income 
But as income will also augment, 
do not worry much Thanks to 
the Venus-Mars happy placing, 
you wtti have your fill ol ro¬ 
mance 

ISCES 

Fsb IS-MARill 20 
Children, grandchll- 

_ dren, prop^, loans 

and funds ara hIghUghted Oe- 
epile obstacles you will reach 
your goals A good going on the 
financial front Those In sales, 
marketing and distribution wlH be 
in their element Romance will 
be hecfic and waN worth N, as 
Venus Is In"' your angle of love 
arid laughter Get set to work at 
a faster pace and reap happy 
rewards 











I t was just a pnvate visit Away from 
the snowballing bedlam after the Banta- 
la lynchmgs And away from humid 
Calcutta, shrouded in smoky darkness 
during loadshedding Occupying the front 
seats of the Druk Air aircraft were the 
chief minister. Jyoti Basu, wife Kamal, son 
Chandan, daughter-in-law Dolly, grand¬ 
daughters Doel, Koel and Payal and a 
troika of semor aides Waiting for the royal 
guests m Paro and Thimpu were cooks ind 
courtiers, chaufteurs and high chamber- 
lanik, eager to please and pamper In the 
Thqnpu secretariat, cabinet ministers 
stow by, ready for unscheduled consulta¬ 
tions dunng the “pnvate visit ” 

Ih 1958, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru en¬ 
tered Paro on horseback, three decades 
later. Comrade Jyob Basu’s dinky jet 
dodged the heavy douds to make a tndcy 
landi^ Hustled uito waiting cars (Benzes 
for Basu and his entourage, Toyotas for 
the hired help) at the toy airfield, they 
sped to Paro's Ugyen Pein palace 

At the palace, a granite square with 
coloured roof eaves and wuidows and a 
spire of beaten gold, waited his majesty 
King Jigme Singe Wangchuk, monarch for 
over a decade, but still only 37 Over 
lunch, the King (who had i^ven down 
from Thimpu) discussed the falling domi¬ 
noes m ^st Europe and a Calcutta 
communist’s assessment of present-day 
Marxism At dinner, Basu blended his 
sombre bantone with the chorus of “Haji- 
py Birthday” There was a cake for Koel, 
and specially caught trout from nver Paro 
for the CM June 5, the first day of the 
commissar's five-day holiday at the invita¬ 
tion of a king, had whizz^ by 
On the sylvan lawns of the Ugyen Peln! 
palace, an archery contest had begun the 
next morning Two teams of 13 heavy set 
archers m tradibonal gohs and Jordache 
sneakers, clutched their black fibre-glass 
bows, and aluminium foil arrows “The 
equipment is modem, the tradition as old 
as history,” said 26-year old Ugyen Ruizin 
of the Ehnk Rovers “We have replaced 
the bamboo bows and arrows in the last 
decade ” Meanwhile, Kuntse Tshenng, 
tense and beady eyed with concentration, 
leaned back and released his arrow, almost 
a piece of innocent tinsel m the early 
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morning against a backdrop of poplar 
trees His aim is true the arrow flies a 
distance of 150 yards and hits the bulls eye 
with a soft thwack "Yoye yoye" comes 
the war cry What does that mean’ “Strike 
while the iron is hot.” is the approximate 
translation 

Chief guest at the archery contest was 
Jyoti Basu Expressionless as ever, Basu, 
wife Kama! and son Chandan looked res¬ 
plendent against richly embroidered 
cushions in the special shamuna, bowls ol 
iniit on low coffee tables in front of them 
Daughter in law, Dolly and the three 
effervescent grandchildren sat nearby, 
while the aides, and a pretty Bhutanese 
liaison officer hovered nearby 
The flurry of arrows trailed off The 
long silver pipes (doongs) roared and out 

t the Kichiu temple with Doel and Koel 
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came the dancers, bare chested in the 
chilly drizzle, in swirly yellow, blue and 
purple skirts and antlered stag masks The 
nmongs clanged harshly, but the dancers 
were full of languid grace Loungmg back, 
the CM sipped Thums Up and munched 
sandwiches as the show went on Be¬ 
tween every hectic dance, a 'chorus line' 
of 11 women ui red, gold or acquamanne 
kiras, sang and solemnly swayed from side 
to side As the tom-toms beat, men in bon 
and tiger and garuda masks danced around 
a hunter who waved his shield Perched on 
the nearby watchtower, stood Basu. star¬ 
ing down stolidly 

Then m a blur of activity, Basu. pha 
lanxed by his security men, was whisked 
away, his deep-blue Mercedes racing 
down the dnzzle-shck roads to the Kichlu 
Gompa. Besides the road gurgled nver 
Part), more a swift-flowing stream, with , 


banks of pobshed white pebbles At the 
top of the hill, stands the temple with a 
prayer wheel at the entrance and a chorten 
ui&ide the courtyard, and two shnnes, one 
abnost as old as Bhutan the other a 
modem repbca, the images with faces of 
beaten gold Playmg patron of the arts, 
Basu asked if the onginal manuscnpts dug 
out of treasure chests for him to uispect 
had been copied and pubhshed "Yes” 
assured his guide, a senior official of the 
Royal Museum 

Distinctly happy after a double Scotch 
after the meal at a dinner party hosted by 
Dawa 'Ishenng, the Bhutanese foreign 
mimster, the CM fondly remembered his 
meetings with “Jigme” “I knew the King 
as a boy and 1 later met him m London He 
IS mteibgent, progressive and is well 
aware of the international situation,” was 
his verdict As the pressmen crowded 
him, Nikons flashmg, he was (unusually for 
him) more avancular than aloof “I have 
told the authonties to look after my press 
boys 1 hope all of you are comfortable,” 
he said expansively "Did he say my 
boys’” asked a reporter m a disbebevmg 
half-whisper once he had recovered from 
the mitial shock 

After settling down to a meal of coq au 
vzn with white wme m the banquet room of 
the sprawling Motithang Hotel with 
wooded grounds bttered with pine cones, 
he sportingly posed with a group of 
dancers m kiras Only the CM’s aide 
Jaiknshna Ghosh, who had his automatic 
camera in his coat pocket had time to 
shoot But the party broke up quickly, the 
CM probably want^ a good night’s sleep 
before meeting with the Kmg the next 
mommg 

Bathed in the dappled early morning 
sun, Basu's Mercedes inched forward 
Marching ahead were flag wavmg men in 
colourful gohs, carrying daggers and 
shields The drums beat, the flags includ 
mg the tricolour and the royal Bhutanese 
flag fluttered Others danc^ the last lap 
up to the marbled but fly-infested gates of 
the Tashichho Dzong (the fortress of the 
glonous rebgion) secretariat 

Gamely (Basu is 77), he climbed up a 
steep fb^t of stairs, past a pair of golden 
prayer wheels that go clang with every 
rotation, mto the daong Portly m the 
pnnce coat he wore the ni^t before but as 
straightbacked as ever he looked every 
mch the elderly statesman at a summit 
Briskly walking past mischief-eyed 
gaykxigs (young monks) m flappmg scarlet 
robes who were patiently daubmg red and 
gold pamt on the wooden pillars, past the 
beds of pink roses, his leather soles crisply 
ringing cm the stone-slabbed courtyard up 
another flight of steeper stairs (after 
refusing to rest), Basu v^ed to the royal 




With wife Kamal, grand-daughters Payal 

office chamber Then amidst poppmg 
flashbulbs Basu was seated with the Kmg 
on leopard skm cushions that would leave 
an animal lover wmcing Escortmg the CM 
tiuough the dzong,was "Benji”, Bhu¬ 
tanese deputy social services mmister, a 
connoisseur of horseflesh and a regular 
visitor to New Market 
While the kmg and the commissar con¬ 
ferred for over an hour, the royal courtiers 
and their Indian counterparts exchanged 
@fts on behalf of their leaders For the 
Kmg, the CM had bags of Darjeelmg tea, 
and sandalwood statues of lOishna and 
Arjuna (Did the TV serial Mahabharat 
play a p^ m the choice’) The Queens 
(there were four at the last count) and the 
Queen Mother received sandalwood im¬ 
ages of the Buddha, stoles of benarasi silk, 
zan handbags and Daijeelmg tea. In re¬ 
turn, Kmg Jigme Singe Wangchuk pre¬ 
sented the CM and his family members 
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and Doel and daughter-in-law Dolly 

with tankhas (scrolls) and other hand 
icrafts 

Even during a pleasure trip, there is 
always tune for politics Ethnic strife 
among the south Bhutanese who migrated 
several generations ago after floods in 
Nepal were hig^i on the agenda Two 
groups, the People's Forum for Human 
foghts (PFHR) and the United Liberation 
People’s Front (ULPF) are protestmg 
agamst the "imperialistic tendencies of the 
north Bhutanese" who run the kmgdom 
Refusuig to wear the goh or Jcira and to 
speak m Dzonkha the rebels have fled to 
hideouts m the Dooars Basu promised to 
speak to V P Singh about the meetmg 

C handan Basu went fishing that after¬ 
noon, but returned empty handed 
after sunset, a tangle of rod and tackle 
Another fisherman saved face, picking up 
three grey trouts, each one less than a 





Mr and Mrs Chandan Basu 

foot long While son Chandan (lyfished m 
the fast flowing moimtain streams, it was 
Jyoh Basu s turn to play fond grandfather 
In a maroon half sleeved sweater and a 
checked lungh he paced the verandahs of 
the palatial Kuengachholing state guest 
house, granddaughter by his side, after a 
lavish lunch with the King at the Dechen- 
chholing palace 

The four days went quickly It was time 
to return In another, newer Mercedes 
(with Bhutan m royal red and yellow on the 
number plate) Basu and the convoy of 19 
vehicles set out for Paro through the 
snaking roads, hugging the sides of the 
mountains People lin^ the roads, silent 
and staring Paro airport was only two 
hours away the special flight was waiting 
A few handshakes, the last wave, and 
Comrade Basu was away, his seat-belt 
tightly strapped, doggedly lookmg out of 
the window The private visit was over 





T JwteraiofSaharai^nirin 
the fertile Ganga- 
Jamuna doab basin, has 
been a dream for settlers, 
travellers and plunderers 
alike. Thu region, often refer¬ 
red to as the “cr^ of Indian 
dvihaatxxi", attracted wood- 
carvers from Persia m the 
nmth and 10 th centunes in 


search of patronage. And it 
was here that they eventually 
settled down. 

With the turn of the 13th 
century, woodcarving went 
into what is called the ‘decora¬ 
tive’ style with distinct charac¬ 
teristics of exaggerated de- 
si 0 is. It drew a parallel to the 
Baroque style of European 
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sculpture. This, however, was 
a golden age for art and 
architectural ornamentation 
when creativity was at its 
peak. Carvers in Saharanpur 
have since pursued this craft 
and the same designs are sbll 
peiiwtuated m an unbroken 
tradition. 

The presence of the Bnbsh 
in Imfia produced a diversifica¬ 
tion from the traditional 
architectural ornamentabon to 
carved furniture, screens and 
smaOer household items lAe 
trays, coasters, etc. Ind^nd 
ence witnessed a boost m ex 
ports as carved products 
fetched a prenuum abroad be¬ 
cause of the relatively high 
cost (rf carvmg m Etnopean 
countries. But this proved dif¬ 
ficult for the small community 
of carvers. Having earber 
served a select cbenteie, they 
were being coerced theater to 
the gktel demand 
they were ill-equipped, d 
the presence of imumi 
nddifiemen and the exortitant 
ftice of raw materiais. 



Nmuhad Khan at work 





WbodatActMod 




















In 1985, a group oi dedi* 
arted youi« men came to the 
rescue of the woodcraflers by 
forming the Crafts Develop- 
rnent Society (CDS), a non¬ 
profit, voluntary agency for 
the development of crafts and 
cn^sn^ Their main ahn was 
to provide the basic infrastruc¬ 
ture to save this dying art 
arranging for cre<tt to meet 
the working capital require¬ 
ment of arti^s, impart train¬ 
ing to upgrade skiBs through 
workshops and organise ex¬ 
hibitions, fairs and festivals. 

Saharanpur currently has 
25,000 craftsmen (aB of them 
Muslims} of whom 15,000 are 
semi-skilled and 10,000 unskd- 
led. The CDS has managed to 
bring about 2,000 of these 
craftsmen under its aegis and 
are promoting their art. 
According to Prakash Chan- 
der, the programme coordina¬ 
tor, who left a lucrative post 
with Oxfam to serve these 
artisans, "Fashion styles have 
changed, and the demand fOT 
purely decorative articies have 
declined. Therefore, apart 
fr<^ the traditional ornate 
furniture, we have diversified 
into a number of utifitarian 
products too, like toys, house¬ 
hold and stationary items." 

In this context, the CDS 





Toys are characterised by an absence of nails and polish 


organised a workshop on de¬ 
signing in 1%5, which was 
conducted by the EEC, Ox- 
frun, England and the AU India 
Handicr^s Board to impart 
training m toy design. The 
outccxne is Mohammed Daud, 
23, perhaps the best toymaker 
m the country who has de¬ 
veloped over 70 different edu- 
catH^ models within the past 
five years. These toys have a 
ready market in Europe 
(orders worth Rs 2 lakhs from 
Berlin alone) as they adhere to 
the British Safety Act i.e. have 
no sharp edges, pobsh or nails. 
Recently there was a major 
Saharanpur toy expo m Milan, 
Italy. 

For Mohammed Daud, Me 
has changed dramatically ever 
since he joined the CDS. One 

the ace carvers of Saharan¬ 
pur, Daud is mainly into heavy 
items like furniture. Before 
joining the CDS, he sold his 
products locally and would net 
a ixofit of Rs. 800-900a month 
at the most. Now he has sk 
men working for him and for 
die (Calcutta exhibition alone 
(which was held between 
March 15-21) he made a profit 
of Rs. 20,000 which otherwise 
he would have earned ui 18 
months. What does he plan to 
do with the money? “I’ll put it 
in a bank in the name of my 
five dauditers,” is his sun|^ 
reply. "We've persuaded him 
to do this instead of squander¬ 
ing it aB away," adds Chander, 
ffiniBngly. 

Prevwudy, ebony, teak and 
other expensive wood were 
used in th» craft But due to 
the gradual depletion M teak- 
wood fikcsts and to mamtain 
an environmental balance, 
CDS has persuaded most of 
the oaftamen to use substi¬ 


tute wood. "For smaB and Bght 
items like toys, stationary and 
kitchenware, teak is unneces¬ 
sary. So we use sheesham 
instead. Only for heaw furni¬ 
ture, we use teak. Tnis has 
help^ save a lot of teak-wood 
forests. Besides, recently we 
have also started making smaB 


Rich colour 

items in mangowood. Prior to 
this, it had only been used in 
packaging,” says Chander. He 
further adds, “Mangowood 
and sheesham bemg cheaper, 
the margin of pr(^ doubles 
and by using substitute wood, 
forests are also safe." Even 
the pieces left over are not 
wasted, but instead used for 
making toys, snuff-boxes,etc.. 

Thus, thuiks to the efforts 
of the COS, this handicraft has 
been rejuvenated and Saharan¬ 
pur put on the world map. 
Hundred over their pieces of 
wood, chisel and hairaner in 
hand, these craftsmen seem 
lost to the workL Yet, their 
creatkais have found acclaim 
the world over.* 








T he white base steals in on <)aiet 
winter days, draining colour and 
depth from the rainbow-toned, ero¬ 
sion-cut mtncaaes of the world's most 
spectacular gorge. 

In the summer it is even worse. On a 
really nasty day it is unpossible to see 
across the vast canyon’s peaks and buttes 
to the opposite nm 10 miles distant. 

Crystalline air is the trademark of the 
Colorado Plateau, the high, and canyon 
lands of the Southwest that boast the most 
spectacular concentration of national parks 
and monuments in the United States Any 
pollution, however slight, is more notice 
able here than in most other parts of the 
country 

Noi^ere does it attract more attention 
than in the Grand Canyon, the mile-deep 
chasm through which the Colorado River 
works its sculptural wonders through 280 
miles of northern Arizona 
Four miUion visitors a year marvel at the 
beauties of the national park, the choicest 



Industrial poDution 
threatens to darken the 


skies over Grand 
Canyon, reports 


Mercer Cross 



segment of the canyon. It encompasses 56 
miles of geological splendour—walls of 
multihued hmestone, shale and sandstone 
that are an incomparable record of the 
planet’s history. 

Where the wuiter haze originates is the 
subject of a dispute that began years ago 
and IS not likely to end soon. Last August 
the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) concluded that the major source of 
the haze is the giant Navajo Generating 
Station, a coal-powered, 2,250-megawatt 
plant at Page, Arizona, a dozen miles from 
the northern edge of the Grand Canyon. 

The EPA based its conclusions on a 
1987 stu^ by the National Park Service. 
Forty per cent to 70 per cent of the layered 
wuitertiiile haze m the canyon, mostly sul¬ 
phate particles, comes from Navajo’s 
three 775-foot smokestacks, the study 
found 

"We have a lot of confidence in our 
report” Molly Ross, assistant chief of the 
Park Service’s Air Quabty Division, says. 
"We thmk it’s excellent work.” 

But company officials strongly dispute 
the accuracy of the report, argue that 
Nav^ IS not the chief polluter and com¬ 
plain that installation of scrubbers would 
cost $500 milbon to $1 billion Scrubbers 
are devices that can remove 90 per cent of 
the pollutants from power-plant emissions. 
Navajo bums 24,000 tons of low-sulphur- 
coal and emits an estimated 12-13 tpns of 
sulphur dioxide daily. 

A federal court has extended for one 
year the Feb 1, 1990, deadline for the 
EPA to decide what cleanup measures 
Navajo should take. EPA officials expect ^ 
decision sooner. Meanwhile, studies by 
both sides ccxitinue. 













John H. Davis, the park supenotendmt, 
and some other experts agree <»i <Mie 
hopeful glirniner in the canyon's poOution 
battle. “It is not getting worse,” he says. 
"1 don’t know where the cut-off point 
came, but it is a function of societal 
changes and views of air quality. We want 
to go the other way now.” 

Gary Neuroth, air-quality director for 
the Arizona Department of Environmental 
Quality, says tlw Nav^o plant spews forth 
more poOution than the state's three smel¬ 
ters combined. “It is a huge mass they 
emit and regardless of where the wind 
Mows it, it’s going to cause some visibility 
problems, ” he says. He includes the whole 
Hateau and beyond, with such parks as 
Zkm, Bryce Canyon and Canyonlands in 
southern Utah arid Mesa Verde in south¬ 
western Colorado. 

Bryce, a fairyland of hoodoos—strange¬ 
shaped rock spires—is particularly vulner¬ 
able because it is a park of vistas. “Urban 
visitors are used to visibility of two miles. 
We’re sitting up here with visibility of 90 


Kaithy Warreo checks a photographic monitoring station near 
the South Rim of the Grand Canjron. Cameras shoot time-lapse 
sequences to measure haze in the canyon. The study is 
mnsored by the operator cX the neariiy power plant accused by 
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On a bright winter day in the snow-rimmed Grand Canyon 
visibility stretches for dozens of miles. This is the crystalline 
atmosphere that distinguishes the canyon lands of the Colorado 
Plateau—on good days. But with popuiatlon growth and 
industrial development bad days are becoming more frequent 


Clouds move into the Grand Canyon, rigi^Uag an at 
•torm. Their clean vapour is k welcome contrast to n 
sulphate-bearing haaethat settles in lajj)^ tiuuugh the cMtyo 
on sBQ winter diys, Mttehttf I cotneo f^J^ 

Generating tt jpi|^ Ai^nat saj^ the Envitoamen^ 

Protection Agency 


miles. It's pretty hard to convince them 
that it is a problem,” says superintendent 
Bob Reynolds. 

“It gets tougher all the time. The folks out 
here are getting tired of paying the price o7 
development in Los Angeles, ” says David 
K. Morris, assistant superintendent of the 
US Park ^rvice in Moab, Utah. 

He speaks of summertime air pollution 
when sources are more distant, more dis¬ 
persed and harder to eradicate than are 
the winter sources. Dominant among them 
are automobile and industrial wastes from 
Southern California, southern Arizona and 
.southern Nevada. 

Bob Yuhnke of Boulder, Colo., an ator- 
ney for the Environmental Defense Fund, 
frequently testifies on ctean-air legislation 
before congressional committees. He dtes 
studies showing that the present average 
of nine summer days of extremely low 
visibility in the Grand Canyon will grow to 
30 unless action is taken to counteract 
industrial aixl population growth. 

"TIw issue is whether or not we can 
develop a stable environmental fiiture with 
a growing population,” he says. “We can 
handle iL It’s just a question of putting 
policies in place but making sure we don't 
trash the environment while we’re accom¬ 
modating growth.” 

(Satkmal Geographic News Service) 
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Sunny Deol and Meenakshi Seshadri in Gtayml 


\AII Information glvan on 
thaaa pagas Is accurata at 
tha tima of going to grass. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Kilm^ 


aAandhiyan: Roxy (Chowrmg 
hee Place. 284138>- 12 i 6 9 


The film directed by David 
Dhawan, marks the comeback of 
the superstar of the seventies, 
Mumtaz Also co starring are 
Prasepjit and Madhusree (who 
make their debut m Hmdi films), 
and Shatrughan Smha The music 
IS by Bappi Lahin 
a Appn Raja: Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road 242266) 
Krishna (T C Dutta Street 


250437), Sree (Bidhan Sarara 
551515)—4 shows, Chhaya 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Road, 
351362), Ragim (Behaghata Mam 
Road, 363264) 3 shows 
An unusual film on the hfe of a 
dwari the title role of which is 
played by Kamal Haasan The film 
IS direct^ by Smgeetam Snnivasa 
Rao and the music is by Uaiyanya 
• DU: Metro (Chowni^hee Road 


Bhacyashrec and Salman Khan in Maine Pymr Kty» 



*5 ‘''ji^ ’a 

280141), Menoka (Sarat Chatter 
jee Avenue, 410417), Grace 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 311090), 
Mitra (Bidhan Saram, 551133), 
Malancha (Regent Park) 

Directed by India Kumar and 
with music by Anand Mihnd, the 
film stars Aamir Khan, Madhun 
Ouat and Anupam Kher 

• Ghayal: Orient (Bentinck 
Street 281917), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 244822), 
Gem (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road, 249828), Moonhght 
(1 C Dutta Street, 254956) 
Basusree (S P Mukhetjee Road, 
484808) Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhadun Street, 552270), 
Jagat (Acharya PrafuUa Chandra 
Road, 365108) Bma (Bidhan Sara 
ra, 311522), Alochhaya (Behaghata 
Mam Road, 355059), Madhuban 
(Regent Park) 

Sunny Deol and Meenakshi 
Seshadn are the lead pair Also 
starring are Om Pun and Amnsh 
Pun The film IS directed by Rqjku 
mar Santoshi and the music is by 
Bappi Lahin 

• Hum Se Na Takrana: Hind 
(Oanesh Chandra Avenue, 
272473)-4 shows 

The star attractions of this film 
(hrected by Deepak Bahry are 
Dharmendra, Shatrughan Smha, 
Mithun Chaiaabony Anita Raaj 
and Kimi Katkar The music is by 
Laxmikant Pyarelal 

• Maine Pyar Kiya; Ehte (S N 
Banerjee Road 241383) 10 45 
2 15 5 30 9 

A silver jubilee hit this teeny 
hoppers love story stars Salman 
Khan and debutante Bhagyashree 
The film is directed by Soor^j R 
Baijabya and the music is Raam 
laxman 

• Muqaddar Ka Badshaah' 

Opera (Lenm Sarara, 281849), 
Naaz (Lower Chitpur Road, 
277273), Liberty (Chittaranjan 
Avenue 553046), Puiabi (Malut 
ma Gandhi Road, 350680) Uttara 
(Bxihan Sarara, 552200), Kahka 
(Sadananda Road, 478141) 

Directed by T Rama Rao, the 
film stars Vinod Khanna, Vgay 
Shanti, Shabana Azmi, Amnsh 
Ehin, Kader Khan, Anupam Kher 
and Astani The music is by Vgu 
Shah 

• Swarg; Jyob (Lenm Sarara, 
241132)-4 shows 

Directed by David Dhawan and 
with music by Anand Mihnd, the 
mam cast includes Rajesh Khanna, 
Govinda, Juhi Chawla and 
MadhavL 

• Turn Mere Ho: Paradise (Ben 
brick Street, 285442)—4 shows 

Aamir Khan and juhi Chawla are 
the lead pair m this Tahir Husam 
film wIk^ music is by Anand 
Mihnd 





nar (Bidhan Sarani; S527S3), BgoG 
(S.P. Mukheijee Road; 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road; 352740}-2.4S. 5.30, 8.15. 

Tapaa Paul, Praaeiyit, Satabdi 
Roy, Soumitia Chatteij^ Sub- 
hendu Chatteijee, Nirmal Kumar, 
Deepankar Oe. Sanghamitra 
Banetjee, Shakuntala Barua, In- 
drani Dutta and Anup Kumar are 
the pincipal attractions this 
Tanui Mqumdar film whose music 
is by R.O. Buiman. 

• Badnaam: Darpana (Bidhan 
Saram; 558080)-2.30, 5.15, 8; 
Puma (S.P. Mukheoee Road; 
474S67)-2.30, 5.30, 8.15; Prachi 
(Acharya Jag^sh Chandra Bose 
Road; 271282)-2. 5, 7.45. 


.Spec ial V tMi!'' 


1 July: 4 pm to 8 pm 

The concluding evening of an 
exhibition of graphics and drawings 
by Babita Sarawgi (Calcutta), 
Suraiya Chowdhury (Bangladesh) 
and ^la Purohit (Baroda). 

At Birla Academy of Art and 
Culture(108-109 Southern 
Avenue). 

1 July: 3 pm to 8 pm 

The concluding day of an exhibi¬ 
tion of paintings by the students of 
Cour Mallar in the New Gallery. 

1-3 July 

Ashis Dutta’s exhibition of paint¬ 
ings m the New South Gallery. 

1-4 July 

An exhibition of painUngs by 
Susanta Ghosh in the North Gal¬ 
lery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

5 July: 6.30 pm 

Padatik Music Circle presents a 
sarod recital by Jotin Bhattacharya. 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AlC Bose Road; 446087). 

6 July: 6JO pm 

Padatik Music Cucle presents a 
Bute recital by M.M. Patnaik. 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AIC Bose Road: 446087) 



6 July: 7 pm 

IDurbar and ITC present a clas¬ 
sical vocal concert entitled Afon- 
sooD MWotfcf—the Many Moodt 


PH n tod hM« to th* rtgulmr Indian Airllnaa acha* 
I duto. But tha aohadula has baan curtailad dua to 
I tha groundlna of its Airbus A320 fisat. Pasasn- 
gars ara adMsad to kaap track of announca- 
manta mada by Indian Airllnaa in tha prass. For 
asstotanca, thay may contact 202848, 202888, 
288888, 282417, 889433, 889841/2/3(4/8 and 
889833. 



Paadit C.R. Vyaa 


of MaJBisar, featuring Pandit C.R. 
Vyas. 

At G.D. Birla Sabhagar (29, 
Ashutosh Choudhury Avenue, 
478717). 

TRAVEL 


Phines 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura timaa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Figuras in brackata 
danota tha days, 1 baing 
Monday. 
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Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep (2) Al-IOI at 
0240: Dep (6)- A1-J09/A1-101 at 
1935. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Oep (7). AI-1651/AI- 
165 at 0500. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Paris-London: 

Dep. (7): AM651/AI-I3S at 0500. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Air. (5); /\l-306 at 1815; 
Dep. (5): AI-»)6 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calciitca- 
Bombay: Arr (6). A1-J09 at 
1820; Dep. (6)- Al-309 at 1935. 
New York-London-Delhl- 
Calcuna: Arr. (7): A1.112/AI- 
1122 at 0340. 

Fraokfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (1): A1.162/A1- 
1320 at 1300. 

London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(1): AI-132 / Al-1320 at 1300, 
Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta; Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moacow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1725. 
Aumman-Calcutta: Arr. (1, 4): 
RI-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 

Bangkok): Dep. (I. 4): RJ-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Stogaparc-Calcutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Cakutta-Bangkok: Arr. 12. 4. 
7): IC-232 at 1640. Arr. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep (2, 4. 7); 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhi-Caicbtta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6): IC-843 at 07.55. Dep (6). 
1C-843 at 08.5.5. 

Dhaka-Caicutta-Delhl: Arr. 
(6) 1C-844 at 111.5 Dep (6)- 
IC-844 at 121.) 

Cakutta-Kathmaadu: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6. 

7) ; IC-247 at 16(Xh, Arr. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2, 4, 6. 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dbaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-U92 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep. (1.2,3.4.6,7): BG: 094 
at 1620, Dep (5):BG-098al 1820. 
Dep (1.7): lC-223 at 1340. Dep. 

(2.4.6) : IC-223 at 1640. 
Dhaka-Cakutta: Arr. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr (1.2.3.4.6.7): BG-093 
at 1540, Arr. (5): BG-097 at 1740, 
Arr. (1.7) IC-224 at 1540, Arr. 

(2.4.6) IC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chlttagona: Oep. 
(2.5). BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1330. 

CUttagong-CalcutU: Arr. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr, (6): 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Caicutta-Paro: Dep. (2): KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr. (2). KB-105 at 
0800. 



Cakutta-Dclhi: Oep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

DelM-Caktttta: Arr. (1); Al- 
1320 at 1300; Arr. (7): AI-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): AI- 
101 at 0240: Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1815. 

Ifsdtafi AMlfBcaBBW 

Cakutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and lC-402 at 1700. 
Alt. (daily): IC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1920 and IC-176 at 0845; 
Arr. (daily): IC-274 at 1830 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Cakutta-Madras: Dep. (daily)- 
lC-265 at 1700; Arr. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Oep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-271 at 1500; Art. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-272 at 2025,. 
Cidcutta-Vlaag-Madras: Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
■(1)': IC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Cakutta-Guwahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1250; Arr. (daily) : 
lC-230 at 1540. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarb: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : 10-201 at 1130; Arr. 

(1.15.6) : lC-202 at 1245. Arr. 


(2.4) ; IC-202 at L500. 

Cakutta ■ Tczpur - Jorhat - 
Guwahati - Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7) : 1C 213 at 1030: Arr. 

(3.5.7) . IC-213 at 1540, 
Cakutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5.6): IC-219 at 
1120. Arr.(1.3.5.6) IC-220at 1600. 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep. (dai- 
Iv): lC-221 at 1100: An. (daily): 
lC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartak: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
lC-243 at 1400, Dep. (3.5.6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (1): lC-243 
at 1400. Arr (dady): IC-242 at 
0900. Arr. (2,4): IC-244 at 1600. 
Arr. (3.5, 6,7). lC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Sllchar- Imptaal: 
Dep. (dady); IC-255 at 0600; Arr. 
(dady): lC-256 at 1030. 

Cakutta - Bhubanatwar • 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(15.6) : IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 

(15.6) ; IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hydarabad: Oep. 

(1.2.7) : IC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) : lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 

(2.4) : lC-285 at 0545 ; Arr. (2.4): 
tC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1); IC-287 at 
0545; Ait. (1): lC-288 at 1235. 
Cakutta - Ranchi - Pitna 
Lucknow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.14.5.6.7) : IC-410at0830; Arr. 

(1,14,5.6.7): IC-409 at 1510. 

WW W WW WlWWlBBIll 

Caicutta-Shilkng-Gnwabati- 
SUchnr: Dep. (dady); PF-701 at 
0940; Ait. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Celcutte-Cooch Behar: Oep. 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4, 6, 7); PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Jorhat- 
LUabari-DIbrugarh: Dep. (1, 
1 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1,1 5. 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutte-Imphal-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (2. 4. 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6):PF-728atl745. 
Celcntta-Agaitala-Kamalpur- 
Kailaahar-Agartele-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Air. (2.4, 6): PF-7* at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamsbedpur: Dep. 
(1,1 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1, 
1 5): PF-718at0800. 
Calctttta-Agartala: Dep. 0. 1 
5, 7); PF-729A at 0650; Arr. (1,1 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Cakutta-Alsawl-Sllchar: Dep. 
'duly): PF-7(» ft 1120; Art. (dd- 
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ly): PF-706 at 1615. 

Calcutta'Rourktla^Raaebl: 
Uep. (1, 3. 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Air. (1. 3, 5): PF-716 at 1025. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Ulabari- 


Ziro-DaiMilxa: Dep. (2: 4, 6)- 
PF-721 at 0930: Air. (2. 4. 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta>Gu wahatl- 
Dlbrugarb-Paaalghat'Along: 


Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Anr. (1. 3. 5): PF-724 at 1950. 

Calcutta-Jamabedpur'Patna: 

Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Ait. (2. 4. 6); PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta-Dbanbad'Gaya 

Patna-Dhaobad-Calcutta 

Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-737 at 0600 
Ait. (1. 3. 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


Departure 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

, Oapartura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY AfihrM 

Up 

Time 

WWfft 

Time 

Dn 

Up 

Tima 

Itowrmh 

Tbm 

On 

23t1 

19-00 

Delhi Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mail 

6-45 

6U04 

3005 

19-20 

Amrilaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-26 

8001 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Aflahabad 

13-15 

3004 



EXPRESS 



2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ea- 

preaa via Gaya-Varanasi 

18 00 

2382 

2860 

13-10 

Gitanfall (Bombay) Expreas 

14-30 

2859 



Oep—Tues Thurs & Sat 



8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Expraas 

4*30 

8033 



Am —Wed Fri & Sun 



8030 

12-05 

Bombay Expraas via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex- 

18-00 

2304 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandol (Madras) Expraas 

11-30 

2842 



preaa via Patna 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expreaa 

13-45 

2612 



Dep —Mon Wed Fn A Sun 





Dep —Tues 





Arri —Mon Tubs Thors A 





Am —Sun 





Sat 



8013 

17-30 

Tata Staal Expraas 

10-20 

8014 

2301 

16-30 

Raldhani Expreaa 5 days a 

11-00 

2302 

8011 

0-10 

laps! Expraas 

21-45 

8012 



week 



8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Exprtsa 

8-55 

8006 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fn 



8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hafia Expraas 

6-05 

8016 



A Sun 



8007 

22-15 

Purl Expraas 

5-30 

BOOB 



Arri--Tues Wed Thu's 



8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Expreaa 

7-45 

8410 



Sat A Sun 



2821 

5-55 

Ohaull (Bhubanaawar)Expraaa 

21-20 

2822 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp 

11 10 

2374 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupati Expraas 

4-15 

8080 



Tri.Wkly 



8045 

11-30 

East Coaal (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 

14 45 

8046 



Dep — 1 ues Fn A Sal 





press 





Arri—Tues Wed A Sat 



8017 

16-45 

Puruila Expreaa 

11-20 

8018 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

4 15 

2548 



Dep —Except Saturday 





preas 





Arn —Except Sunday 





Dep —Mon A Thurs 



2602 

22-35 

Ouwshsli-Howrah- 

22 15 

— 



Am —Thurs A Mon 





Trivandrum Central Expreaa 



3009 

20-05 

Ooon Express via Grand 

7 20 

3010 



Monday on'y 





Chord 



— 

14-10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 

13-45 

2601 

3007 

9-45 

Tooton Express via Mam Lme 

18 15 

3008 



Guwahatl Expraea 



3049 

13-05 

Amrilaar Express 

15-15 

3050 



Saturday only 



3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Lme 

6 10 

3012 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarminua- 

13-45 

2649 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Express via 

5-30 

3040 



Guwahatl Weekly Expreee 





Mam Lme 





(via Vlaakhapatnam A 



3019 

16^ 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 



Howrah) 



3021 

22-00 

Mlihila Express 

S-OO 

3022 



Thursday only 



2557 

6-00 

Kanchen|unga Express 

20 50 

2358 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahetl-Cochin Harbour 

22-15 

— 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (OuwahstI) Express 

6 30 

5660 



Terminus Waekly Expreaa 



3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 



(via Howrah A Vieakha- 



3029 

17-1& 

CoaHleld Express 

10-30 

3030 



patnam) 



3035 

18-20 

Asansd Express 

8 45 

3036 



Saturday only 



3031 

21-00 

Osnspur Express 

6 35 

3032 

2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Torminua 

13-45 

2651 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

11-10 

3026 



Superfaat Exprase 





Dep —Wednesday 





(vU Vtaskhapatnam A 





Am —Friday 





Madras) 



3071 

22-06 

Jamalpuf Tri-wkly Express 

6-00 

3072 



Dep — Fn A Sun 





Dep — Tues Thurs A Sat 





Am — Tues A Fn 





Arri —Mon Thurs A Sal 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahall-Bangalore City 

22-15 

— 

3015 

9-55 

Sanlinikelan Expreaa 

15-40 

3016 



Weekly Expreaa (via Howrah 



2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 

7-30 

2160 



A Cuttack) 





weekly Sup^ast Express 





Wednesday only 





Oep—Thurs Sat A Sun 



— 

14-10 

Bangalore Clty-Guwahatl 

13-45 

2673 



Arri —Tues Wed A Thurs 





Weekly Express (via Howrah 



1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

7 30 

1172 



' A Cuttack) 





Dep —Tues A Wed 





Monday only 





Am-Sat A Sun 



^10 

22-35 

Psina-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 

22-15 

— 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) 

7-30 

3328 



minus Weekly Expreaa (via 





Deo A Arr— Mon A Fn 





Howrah) 



5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

10-40 

SOSO 



Thursday only 





Oep. A Arri.—Sunday 



_ 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmimis- 

13-45 

2609 



SamUmh 





Palna Weekly Express (via 



3143 

19-00 

Darleelino MaM 

8-45 

3144 



Howrah) 



3153 

21-40 

dour Express 

6-15 

3154 



Wednesday only 



3151 

11-20 

Jammu Tawi Express 

16-30 

3152 

ENQUIMES: For round tho clock Information of Eeatom 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

12-50 

3134 

Ralliieoy trolns, plooso dial 20354B-B4 for In-combia treina; 



SBC Loop 



203B3B-44 for 

all other informations. For 

Intomiatioii 1 

3103 

18-20 

Bhaglrathi (Lalgols) Express 

10-25 

3104 

obout roaorvatlona on Eastom and South Castom Roilways 

5185 

12-40 

Chhspra Express Tn-wssWy 

4-30 

5186 

trains, dial 203B00 (from B am to B pm on aroohdaya and B 



Oep A Am —Wad., FrI A Sun 



am to 2 pm on Sundays and gaaattad hoHdays). 
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HUNQ UPl What's mlsalng from Him safari scans? To find out, 
add connactlnfi Unas from dot 1 to dot 2, 9, and so on. 


a SUM FUN) Multiply reds times greens, and the answer 
IS 1200 Add them and the answer is 80 Divide, and 
answer is 3 How many reds and greens’’ 

tUMjO /Uu*M) PU» AlKlg 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


P 


COtNOMOPMAQICI 

A handM of coins and a gMsa of 
water ore the only props requirad 
for this magle trick 
The glass Is flNad to the vary 
brtm. and Is placed on the tatiM 
Now. Hie magldBn asks specta¬ 
tors to guess how many of the 
coins he has In his hand may be 
dropped Into the glass without 
eating a spill 

Alakazam, holding each coin 
perpendicular to the surface, the 
magldan slides them In one at a 
time and is sble to enter the whoM 
lot 

Water surface swells and lisas, 
but It does not overflow 
Qlve trick s try 


a ZOO'S WHOI You oro 
■akod to Snd tho nsmoo of 
aovon animals bolow. To 
do ao, (Mop ona lattar of 
aaeh anagram and roar- 
ranga tha othoia. In no. 1, 
for hratanoo. drop tha O 
and form CAT. 

AH ala of tha animala still 
to bo found aro famlHor to 


How many ean you pua* 
ato out? Thna limit: 2 ml* 
mitos. 


mmo mmti s avsn 
( mSu * c ms s tip t 


COT, 




2. AS LET 

3. IS BONE 

4. I GRATE 

5. ALL AIM 

6 . SAW LURE 

7. ICE LOOT 


FUNSPOT 


A 


A 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES'’ There ore at Most sn dlller- 
ancas in drawing details between top .and bottom pansls How 
quickly can you find them? Check anawars with those below 

psAOw si uuv t Sumiui SI deo S iMsuis S| pnoo 
f isuoussiSAmis e 6omiuisis<M8 Z BumsuopjsoqsDued i (ecuejSMlo 




SPOT CHECKI "Let's see how H will look hors." suggaata Mom, aa 
Oad tolas the tree. Code 1—Red a— Lt blue. »—Yellow. 4—U. 
brown S-Flesh S—Lt groan. 7—Ok brown. »-Ofc. groan. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to poinls for using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

INDIRECT 


THEN seers ? points each for all 
words of four letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to scare at least M p ai nt s. 

UP esm umasut mmeu 


























asks Tushar Roy. Cal¬ 
cutta-27. 

Qrog is a dilution of rum 
with water. In 1687, followirtg 
the conquest of Jamaica, 
rum was introduced Into the 
Royal Navy in place of bran¬ 
dy as a dally ration. By an 
order from Admiral Vernon in 
1740, with a view to reducing 
the incidence of drunken¬ 
ness in his fleet, the ration of 
one pint of neat rum a day for 
men and half a pint for boys 
was diluted by adding a 
quart of water. This was 
issued in two halves, to the 
tune of ‘Nancy Dawson', at a 
scuttle butt at noon and 6 pm 
dally. 

Vernon's nickname in 
the fleet was ‘Old Grogram', 
from the material of which 
his boat cloak was made, 
and tile watered down rum 
was speedily given the name 
‘grog'. The word groggy Is 
derived from the effects of 
too large an intake of the 
spirit. The evening issue of 
wog was abolished In the 
myal Navy in 1824 and the 
daily ration reduced to one 
gill in 1850. The issue of rum 
to officers was stopped in 
1881 , the popularity of gin 
having replaced that of rum 
among them. The issue to 


CBS f fthOuMtton: In marlcetlng, what is 

Baekselllng? (Sunil Madhogartila, P-55 
C.I.T. Scheme. Vli If, Calcutta 700 054.) 
Ana, Using ail the maana at thalrdiapce- 
7 ^ al. the prime manufSetursrs (a synthetic 

--company, for example) promote the 

charms of the end-products which use their goods 
(an Imitation angora sweater, say). The ultimata 
consumer demand created by this aggressive market¬ 
ing forces the prime manufacturer’s direct customer 
to buy more of the mataiial; and both live happily ever 
after, or at least until the next promotion. 


warrant officers ceased in 
1918. Chief and petty offic¬ 
ers drew their rum 
undiluted. 

For all other ratings the grog 
ration was one and a half 
gills of water to half a gill of 
rum until 1970, when the 
issue of rum was totally dis¬ 
continued in the British 
Naw. 

"Grog-blossom" is the 
sailor's name for a red nose 
or an inflamed pimple. 

The grog-tub was a scut¬ 
tle-butt, or cut-down cask, 
traditionally used In the Brit¬ 
ish Navy for the daily issue of 
the watered-down rum, or 
grog, ration to seamen. The 
mixture of three parts of wa¬ 
ter to one part of rum in order 
to form grog was always 


made in the presence of an 
officer to protect seamen 
from being given a short 
allowance of rum by adding 
too much water, a practice 
by which some of the old- 
time pursers used to enrich 
themselves. The words ‘God 
Save the King (or Queen)' 
were traditionally fixed to the 
grog-tub in large brass let¬ 
ters. Any grog left over was, 
by order, poured into the 
scuppers so that it should 
run overboard and not be 
used to supplement the daily 
ration or consumed by per¬ 
sons who did not qualify for 
the daily issue. 

"What is the wall of 
death?” queries Pinky Sen- 
gupta. Calcutta. 


This is a spectacular 
motor-cycling event seen in 
fun fairs and circuses. The 
actual ‘wall’ consists of a 
strongly built, hollow, 
wooden tower about 20 feet 
high and 20 feet In diameter 
The inner side is vertical, 
except for about 2 ft. 6 In. of 
wooden ‘banking' at an 
angle of 45 degrees at the 
base. A railed gallery on the 
outside, abou^our feet from 
the top, accommodates the 
spectators. Inside the pit a 
motor-cyclist starts up his 
engine on the centre of the 
floor, mounts the banking, 
and gradually accelerates 
until he is circling the vertical 
portion of the wall at speeds 
which may reach 60 miles ar 
hour. Less common stunts 
include the use of sidecars 
and even of baby motor¬ 
cars, in which passengers 
are taken. Even a lion has 
been taken as a passenger. 
The performance looks ex¬ 
tremely dangerous; but in 
fact centrifugal force holds 
the riders quite firmly on to 
their verticat track, and acci¬ 
dents are practically un¬ 
known. 

Old timers like myself re- 
memberSunboat Jack who 
thrilled Calcutta crowds at 
the Victory and other carniv¬ 
als In the early 408. 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family Get New India s Mediclaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10 500 

5100 

250 

17 600 

- 

550 

25 500 

— 

600* 

57 750 

5 250 

840‘ 

52 750 

7 400 

1500* 

82 500 

11 500 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 


Age limit 5 70 years ‘ Personal Accident cover 
available on payment of addibonal premium 



BORN TO LEAD 


M E l> * C I. A I M 


CONTOUR ADS NIA 160089 















Voicing Support 

The artide, 'Voice of the 
People’ June 3), was 
thoi^ht-provoking. Ami* 
tabh is ^nitabh, tor three 
reasons: his ronuuitic eyes, 
his resemblance to Clint 
Eastwood and his voice. 
Director Mukul S. Anand of 
Agneepath should have 
thought twice before 
chan^ig the voice of the 
superstar. Amitabh's 
romantic vokx has been 
successfully utilised by 
Satyi^t Ray in his historical 
film. Shatnni Ke Khibri 
Shovanlal Bakshl, 
Calcutta 

■ Amitabh Bachchan’s ex¬ 
periment with his vocal 
chords in Agneepath may 
have flopped, but it should 
not be used as a weapon 
against such a legend. 
There was absolutely no- 
thuig wrong with his acting. 
The fault was with the 
diredtkHL Amitabh is still 
the ^lahenshah of Indian 
commercial cinema. 
Siddharth Sharma, 
Serampur 

■ Whatever the fortunes 
of Agneepath, Amitabh re¬ 
mains the only Indian actor 
who could chwge his voice 
so successfully to suit the 
character he portrayed on 
screen. One of his earlier 
films, Mahaan, in which he 
played an old father and his 
two sons, he used three 
different tones. In 
Agneepath, too, he not 
rally changed his voice but 
also his matmetisms. He is 
an actor with a multi-billion 
dcdlar baritone. 

Javed Niahat, 

Calcutta 

■ In spite of re-dubbing, 
Agneepath has floppy and 
this shows that it is not 
only the chai^ in voice: but 
also the scr$t that is re¬ 
sponsive for the flop, 
^leab Snadram, 
Rouitela 

■ After a long interv^ 1 
feel AmitaVt isu regg^ 
hh popidaflty thrrai|A this 
film. Agneepath has 


crowned die superstar. 

Asboke Sengupta, 

Rahara (W. B.) 

No to Vialli 

'The Cobur Magazine be¬ 
came even more colourful 


and uiteresting with the 
timely publication of the 
articles on the World Cup 
('The World Cup War’, 
June 3). But you should 
have put Ruwl Gullit or 
Diego Maradona on the 
cover instead of Viaih. 
B.N. Bose, 

Calcutta 


So What? 

Many of your readers 
have been decrying the ui- 
creasing number of titillat¬ 
ing pictures m the Colour 
Magazine. But not one of 
them hw given you due 
raedit for more lively 
and colourful appearance of 
the magazine. If a few sala¬ 
cious kerns can take care of 
your circulation headaches, 
so what? 

By and large you have 
been giving us a wide and 


excellent range trf reading 
material frran the National 
Geographic News Service 
articles to science, sports 
and very valid viewpc^ts. 
It seems a small price to 
pay for rich Sunday 


reading. 

Diptendu Mukherjee, 

Calcutta 

■ The Post Mortem page 
of May 6 was excellently 
compiled giving us a con¬ 
cise selection of witty, 
teasing and conflicting opin¬ 
ions of the readers about 
the Asha-Pamella story 
(April 1). Such a page out- 
shadows the articles pub- 
fished on later pages! 
T.V. Sanjit, 

Calcutta 

Tibetan's Ttjuch 

It was wonderful to read 
your cover story (‘Miracle 
Men’, June 10). Central 
and state governments 
should encourage treat- 
ment by Tibetan medicine 
m the interest of the poor 
and the aSng, 

Dhuumjay Putro, 
Bhubaneswar 



Ruud GulUt: Head and shonidera above 


TheTelej^raph 


8 JULY 1990 


4 


The Italia ’90 final 
tonight will deride wliith is the 
best team in the world. And 
end the month-long interna¬ 
tional hysteria. 

13 

I Do the much 

talked about strategies really 
make a difference? 


14 


Focusuig on the 
world’s most expensive legs 



A photofeature on 
the not of colour other tlian on 
the field. 


SECTIONS 
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A nd finally, the pa^ i$ about to end. 
It wasn't the swinging best and the 
evening showed tt« night when on 
June 8 the master of ceremonies choked 
on the aperitif. 

Then, .at the end of the first round, 
some boys got in ahead of the men as the 
best were filtered from the better. And 
when the music found a stuttering beat to 
tht tempo it was out of tune for the 
samba. Thd Irish had a long ball out of 
turn, Cameroon were not dressed for the 
occasion and getecrashers stayed back for 
too long, some thought. 

They were huddled together in little 
groups, as they always are at the start of 
a pmy. The handsome and the pretty 
showed only in the German and Italian 
comers. At the Argentine comer, there 
was a Maradona look-alike but the news 
was that the genius had not arrived. 

The Brazilians blamed each other for 
ha\^ left their samba shoes back home, 
while the Belgians after a few nimble 
moves were caught flatfooted at the 
awkwardest of moments. The Spaniards 
came, looked around and left. The Dutch 
wanted a different conductor to begin with 
and when they couldn’t have their way, 
refused to dance to the same tune. The 
Irish on the other hand were highly kicked 
that they had found the nght adless at 
last and made the most of theii stay. 

Roger Milla came in late, but he got 
Cameroon onto the floor very quickly. The 
Germans and the Italians flowed from end 
to end. Skuhravy kicked and jumped and 
Czechoslovakia were clearly having fun. 
Stojkovic was getting Yogoslavia into the 
mood, too. Gherorghe Hagi moved the 
best, but he had to leave early. Scifo was 
aO grace before he tripped on England’s 
Platt. Gullit and Van Hasten were cramped 
for space, and Maradona didn’t join in, he 
wily gave a hand to the Soviets as they 
sulked and went home. 

There was a mistake at the beginning— 
in the guest list. The Danes and the 
French, who had really hotted up things in 
the early days of Mexico of four years ago, 
couldn’t come along. At Mexico we had 
missed the Dutch, but Denmark’s open 
game which finally feU prey to El Vutre 
Butregueno’s Spain, and the French artis¬ 
try an^ the staccato ball play of Europe 
took the 1986 finals to the launching pad 
where the genius of Maradona gave it 
wing. And there were so many others who 
would have taken it up in the absence of 
Maradona. Brazil had Zico and Socrates 
standing out in a brilliant team, France had 
Platini and Tigana and West Germany had 
the telling touch of an ageing Rummenig- 
ge. All these man had the mastery of 
overriding the vicissitudes of a rolling ball. 

The overwhelming memory of last 
time’s Maradona and the plebian presence 
of today’s Maradona at Italia '90 has 








Tonight, the month-ion 


mm.m 


e titans clash for the 


timate glory, tonight is 




on the football feast which 


will only be repeated four 


years from now 


in the US 


Stopped another best man emerging from 
the shadows. There was a sparkle about 
Hagi’s game that suggested impending 
stardom. But stardom is tied to the team’s 
success and the Romanians did ail the 
running but lost out to Ireland in the 
second round. To Hagi’s credit, he came 
out the better in the battle of the No. 10s 
in that group clash with Argentina. Yes, 
despite Maradona beuig the other No. 10 
on the pitch. 

Yugoslavia’s Stojvic twinkled a little bit 
longer, again the more creative on a field 
that Maradona bestrode. But at the end of 
the day the Argentines still kept a finger 
on the Cup they took home from Mexico 
without clutching it as the holders tradi¬ 
tionally do. Belgium’s Scifo had it all. the 
power and the grace, but there’s little 
glory for one among a pack of also-rans. 
Klinsmann dazzled but there were far too 
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Careca (left) and his fellow Brazilians tried to be what they were not and fi 


/ 




scorer of the US goal m England's shock¬ 
ing 0-1 defeat of 1950 at BeOo Honzonte 
Cameroon downing Argentina was an “up 
set” because no one really cared to find 
out more about them till they landed m 
Italy They followed it up by beatuig 
Romania and even that didn’t stop the 
know-alls from using the word “upset” 
with Cameroon's every good showing 
Fingers wagged at their inconsequential 
0-4 battermg by the Soviet Uraon That 
was no upset in anybody's book when it 
could easily have been Cameroon’s Soviet 
I coach Nepomniachy’s way of paymg obei¬ 
sance to his mentor, Lobanovsky Came- 
Iroon got past Colombia in the second 
I round, agam, fewer saw Cameroon wm- 

I Belgium’s Enzo Scifo realised class 
I was not enough to overcome 
I grit and luck 


mng It than Higuita losmg it for Colombia 
So when Milla had the Afncans up 2-1 
against England, the British commentators 
had us believe another Bello Horuonte 
was m the making It just about summed 
up everybody’s attitude towards Came¬ 
roon, there was a condescending note to 
whatever praise that was grudgmgly 
thrown at them by the White man 
Yet Cameroon was the bnghtest spot m 
the disappomtmg drabness diat has been 
Itaba '90 no real stars, fewer goals and 
the claustrophobic approach of closmg up 
the backline before wanting to move 
upfront, if at all 

T he unkmdest cut of all came from a 
fine art called Brazil Forever sen¬ 
timental favourites of the unrepresented 
the world over, they had made a habit the 





show which had only just beipin 
Then the character left Colombia’s Jose 
Higuiu came dnbblinK to his midfield and 
waved his lot into the Cameroon penalty 
box They goalkeeper had so often dou¬ 
bled up as a defender and even a medio in 
the earlier games It made for a lot of fun 
to see him ccane out to tackle Matthaeus 
at the top of the box and a defender 
scramble to guard the goal His industry 
and showmanship complemented the 
casual elegance of Valderrama upheld But 
on that day Higuita had taken on Miila in 
Milla's own dodging game And Colombia 
were left stranded Higuita was one of a 
kind among a lot that generally throws up 
the most mteresting of personalities But 
with two of the more famous goalkeepers 
suffering early disgrace, Argentina’s I^m- 
pido a broken leg to boot and Dassayav his 
place in the Soviet lineup, even Michel 
Preud’homme reneged on his pre- 
tournament promise of weanng sunglasses 
under the bar 

Colombia’s HlRuita forgot his place—undei 
the bar—and 
paid the 
price 






somewhere in between 

last 20 years to seduce and then dis 
appear They came this time havmg 
dramed the erotic from theu game and 
penshed to the solitary guile that Marado¬ 
na rehearsed from memory They seemed 
wronged as Careca and Dunga gut the 
post, but in this game the meter oidy ticks 
with goals and bonus points are nut 
marked for the could-have-beens Brazil 
had lost It all on the blackboard of Lazar- 
ont’s framing classes as they aped a stile 
that the Petes and Gamndias had striven 
so hard to keep at bay They came mto the 
competition boastmg a tight backline, an 
effiaent goalkeeper and a pair ofopportu 
nistic sttdcers They were bare down the 
middie—and the Brazilian lady m the 
stands almost showed just how much 
during the half tune of the Argentma 
match 



The (jermans pncked the Dutch bubble 
after Egypt, England and Ireland showed 
them where to strike, but lacked the 
sharpness to do it themselves 1 he Dutch 
paid for their audacity Back home m 
Amsterdam, they had already prepared 
commemorative stamps for the Dutch 
world champions of 1990 Rijkaard spat at 
the hundreds of thousands of guilders as 
he took the lifeline of the Holland team 
down the tunnel with him just when Gullit 
was beginnmg to get back that touch of 
class On one treacherous evenmg Brazil 
and Holland took all the fun out of the 
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Preud'homme's lot could not have seen 
any less of the colour or action even if they 
had their tinted glasses on. There never 
was too much of it. anyway. With the likes 
of Lazaroni abounding at these finals and 
the referees given more entry hnes on the 
cards, playing time was cut to around 60 
per cent on the average. And there was a 
plethora of freekicks that must have made 
at least those Brazilian experts run for the 
boots they have hung up. More so, as the 
conversion rate was at its pathetic lowest. 
If the shots were not banged into the ever 
so widening walls, they were high, wide 
and ugly. Only a Kubic shot or a Hwangbo 
Kwan improvisation linger in the memory 
though they will never outlast the taste of 
the Eder freekicks of 1982. not to talk of 
the timeless swerves of the Brazil of 
yesteryears. 

In the absence of stars and flau". the 
focus shifts to the goals. The most expen¬ 
sive player. Italy’s own Roberto Baggio, 
put the Cup on the way with a gem. There 


weren't too many of them though. Khns- 
mann had a scorching header against 
Yugoslavia as he flew to the ball and Platt 
did England a gcxid turn with.one of the 
most ddficult of attempts. Gullit made a 
yard of empty space look as wide open as 
he got his only goal, against Ireland. The 
rest of the sconng came from mistakes or 
business-like finishing efficiency. Italia '9U 
cut out the frills that hugged football down 
the ages. 

The frills showed only ui one place. 
Gullit left more of a mark there than on the 
turf. There are more and more wearing 
the Gullit haffdo, with a Valderrama puf¬ 
fing It around a vanishing face. And Came¬ 
roon, who sported it more than the rest, 
were none the worse for it. 

The 1990 finals have been nch in 
another area. It has set new standards in 


' bonuses and player-lraduig. With Eastern 
Europe opening out and no Securitate at 
the Romanian players’ heels, Italy 
splashed the lire and netted the best. The 
Spaniards had come player-shoppmg, too, 
and the footballers are now laughing all the 
way to the bank. 

Innovations and revolutionary ideas 
have come up to succour the game as the 
ball rolls across the Atlantic in four years, 
to the faster climes of the United States. It 
does not matter so much now as to who 
takes the Cup to the next finals.' Football 
has added a touch of that extra something 
to the citius, altius, fortius motto of the 
Olympic Games. It goes back to search for 
that ^1 over again as the game breaks 
near-virgin i^und and promises to float 
over the Pacific and into the Orient at the 
turn of the century. ■ 






BOURNE & SHEPHERD 
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Believed to be the oldest 
photographic company m the 
world, only a year younger 
than photography itself. 
Bourne & Shepherd (sketched 
above) is situated at 141, S.N. 
Baneijee Road in the heart of 
(Calcutta. Company records 
show that in 1840 Mr Bourne 
came to Calcutta and set up a 
photographic studio. Later he 
joined hands with Mr 
Shepherd who also owned a 
studio m Simla. According to 
another version. Bourne & 
Shepherd had its origins in the 
1860s in Simla and that the 
Calcutta brand! was founded 
at 10, Chowrin^ee Place 
scmietime around 1867-68. 


Despite this controversy it 
may be safely assumed that 
Bourne & Shepherd is one of 
the oldest photographic com¬ 
panies m the world. 

In the formative years of the 
company, Mr Bourne and Mr 
Shepherd travelled all over the 
country, capturing important 
personalities, places of in¬ 
terests, pensive moods, mo-, 
ments worth remembering and 
histoncal monuments. Before 
Independence, the company's 
clientele rangcid from (Jov- 
emor-(^nerals and Viceroys 
to native princes and zamin- 
dars. One of the significant 
assignments of Bourne & 
Shepherd was to photograph 


the Delhi durbar during King 
George V’s visit to India in 
1913 As a mark of recogni¬ 
tion, the company was 
awarded the Kaisar-e-Hind 
Medal, the monogram of which 
can still be found on its letter¬ 
head. 

In,1870 Mr Bourne went 
back to En^and and 15 years 
later Mr Shepherd retired 
from his profession. Since then 
the management has changed 
hands a number of times, but 
the ongmal name has stuck. 
Though no longer the coun¬ 
try’s premier studio. Bourne 
Si Shepherd still strives to 
maintain its reputation. 





































11th QunVon: Why an th« following 
days eonaidared unlucky by aaaman In 
tha Waatforaahiptoatartavoyaga: Tha 
first Monday in April, tha aacond Mon* 
day In August and Oacambar 317 (Dilip 
Varma, 13A Paddapukur Lana, Calcutta 

20 .) 

Ana: Tha first Monday In April is baliavad to ba tha 
birthday of Cain and tha day on which Abal was 
klllad; tha aacond Monday In August Is thought to ba 
tha day on which Sodom and Gomorrah wara das- 
troyad; and Dacambar 31 Is tha annivarsary of tha day 
on which Judas Iscariot hangad himsalf. 



^^Ilfhat IS passion 
Vw mustc?” asks Ross 
Thomas. Calcutta 16 
From very early times it 
has been customary to recite 
the Evangelists’ accounts of 
the Passion of Jesus as part 
of the Holy Week services 
The Passion according to St 
Matthew is read on Palm 
Sunday, according to St 
Mark and St Luke on the 
next Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day, and according to St 
John on Good Friday About 
the 12th century a certain 
amount of dramatic pre¬ 
sentation was introduced to 
assist the congregation to 
follow the Latin more clearly 
The Passion was sung by 
three priests one sang the 
main narrative at a normal 
speed and medium pitch, 
another sang all the words 
attnbuted to the mob at a 
quicker pace and in a high 
voice, the third sang all the 
words uttered by Jesus in a 
slow, deep voice Perform¬ 
ances of the Passion in this 
style can still be heard in 
many Catholic churches dur¬ 
ing Holy Week, for the most 
part the story is sung in a 
simple, inflected monotone 
With the development of 
harmonised music, compos¬ 
ers began to write settings of 
the words of the crowd, 
which seemed to demand a 


collection of voices, to be 
sung by the choir The ear¬ 
liest surviving settings date 
from about 1480, and there 
IS an English setting written 
about 1490 by Richard Davy 
For the next 100 years or 
niore a succession of great 
church composers produced 
these settings, the most 
famous being those of Las¬ 
sus, Victona, and Byrd In 
the Lutheran Church it be- 
cam»customary to use Ger¬ 
man instead of Latin words, 
and to use a simpler musical 
style for the crowd choruses 
the first St Matthew Passion 
written in this manner by 
Johann Walther dates from 
1530 

Almost parallel with this 
style of Passion develop^ 
another, in which the whole 


story, no* merely the voices 
of the crowd, was sung by 
the choir Solo voices were 
not used, even for the words 
of Jesus Many composers, 
both Roman Catholic and 
Lutheran, wrote these fully 
composed Pass/ons (some¬ 
times called 'motetpas¬ 
sions'), but the most far- 
reaching developments were 
carried out by the Lutherans 
Ounng the 17th century 
many changes took place in 
music, both in actual style 
and in instrumentation, and 
this spint of musical adven¬ 
ture also influenced the fully 
composed Lutheran Pas¬ 
sion solo voices were used, 
recitatives and airs in the 
new style were written, an 
orchestra was introduced a 
more dramatic vein was con¬ 


sidered permissible, and 
additions and alterations to 
the text of the Scriptures 
were allowed 

In the period between 
Schuts and Bach the Ger¬ 
man Passion was strongly 
influenced by the Italian Ora- 
tono, a kind of religious 
opera Many expenments 
were made, such as discard¬ 
ing the biblical words in 
favour of rhymdd para¬ 
phrases in the sentimental 
style of the day The general 
atmosphere of the passion- 
oratones was sentimental 
and cheap Bach s Pass/ons 
(The St John Passion, 1723, 
and the St Matthew Passion, 
1729) returned to a severer 
and more dignified style 
Both use the actual Bible 
words for the mam story 
while poetical texts are in¬ 
serted for meditative anas 
and large choruses Old 
Lutheran chorales, wonder¬ 
fully harmonised by Bach, 
are sung at suitable dramatic 
points throughout the Pas¬ 
sion, summing up, as it were, 
the reflections of the listener 
on the sacred drama 
J S Bach was the last and 
greatest exponent of the 
German Passion tradition, 
few settings of the Passion in 
that manner having been 
made since 
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BIRO CALLI WIH th« piralt* pal bird And Its way to hla 
shouMsr, or srtll It fly oil to aomswtists siasT You dscWs 


a WHO ZOO' Drop a vowel and rearrange letters of 
each anagram to form the name of an animal t 00 
GO 2 GO EAT 3 NO OIL 4 HAS ORE 5 LACE ME 

leuiBQ ? aSiOH ► ooiT c »*OG £ ^Of) i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN votl TRUST YOUR EVES’ There are at least six ditfer 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
qurckly can you find them'’ Check answers with those below 

p<it>uvg3 SI laquinN 9 S'Jtsstiij si aduis 9 lua^auip Si iSHOQ 
p Suissiui SI picoq»tc>(S C Ou^shu « iso^ z 6u*«siuj w dviis I sasuajouiQ 




YOU NAME IT. IF YOU CAN 
Sea how quicWy you can find the 
ons-wofd answer to this vintags 
verse riddle 

To a word of assent, (obi the Aral 
holfotsfrlghL 

Than add arluN arW navar bs seen 
In the night 

By such a oon|unctlon you may 
quIeUy attain, 

What was hers and dapartsd. 


aOASHBOAROI 
Chailmgn ttoplacaabcliol 
■ix ttotliM in thb fiflura 
bniow with thn Mm* odd 
nuRMral so that aach 
thrathnumbw row jacrosa, 
down and diagonally) wM 
total thoaama 
amount--27 
At you sot. In all but on# 
inataneo, daahat form 
two-dIgH numbora 
Hint Ono can't faH, if 
you think about H 


C ll <pu«CI t <S 
11 I siuinia>«io<rwMiaipw«idxu 


rx 


What IS that’ 

PS Youmayfindaralevani 
due (or two) in the illustration 
shown above 

Alp 

f (JCMMI2 I) Ml f 9*A 4spM|g«A tl MAUMiy 
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FUNSPOT 




HEAT S ON' Hooray lor the campfire and hooray tor the hero who 
started H up Coda t—Red 2—Ll blue 3—Yellow 4—Ll brown 
5—Flesh tones 6—Lt green 7—Ok brown 8—Orange 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE <0 points tor using all the 
lellcfs m the word below to form 
two complete words 

VERACITY 


THEN score 2 points each tor all 
words of lour letters or more 
found among the latters 

Try to score at laasi M pamts 

aMii Amo muosom) aiQicsod 




























RIES 


/mi Much21-Apftl20 

Tromondous work 
pressure continues to 
dominate the week However, 
you will get your work dorw In 
romarxe, you will be aggressive 
andassnrtive but give your work 
the first priority Do not take cus¬ 
tomers and businessmen at their 
face value Remember, a bird in 
hand is worth fifty In the bush 
Health remains suspect as sun 
opposes Saturn 



AURUS 

April 21—May 20 
Journeys celebra¬ 
tions rites, functions 
Inspirational manoeuvres pub¬ 
licity and sales are the mam 
trends of the week Romance 
comprises seaet meets strong 
ties and passionate moments It 
Is the right time to shoot tor a 
contract or assignment Take 
necessary health safeguards 

EMINI 

May 21—Juna 20 
Matters related to 
taxes gifts endow¬ 
ments, legacies, will, probate 
and transfers are the weeks 
highlights Venus In your sign 
makes you chivalrous. Idealistic 
and enhances your sex appeal 
Deals and assignments should 
go through desf^e some rivalry 
The Mercury-^tum opposition 
causes discomfort, nervous ten¬ 
sion and chest and health prob 
lems 




ANCER 

June 21—July 20 

Success despite 
opposition is envis¬ 
aged Do not worry do some¬ 
thing about It In romance, you 
will have the charm to melt a 
stone as Mercury Is In your sign 
according to Western astrology 
You will successfully negotiate 
financial deals and thus expect 
an Influx of money Foreign and 
long-distance connections are 
emphasised Be tolerant and 
understanding, and your health 
remains fine 


EO 

July 21—August 21 

Rising expenses 
focus on job and pro¬ 
fession, and health safeguards 
are the weeks main trends A 
see-saw In romance, but you 
certainly have your moments of 
fun, frolic and favours Finances 
wHl be progressively better as 
the week advances, but keep an 
eye on your bank balance and 
cash in hand July B and 9 are 





ideal for travel Your home calls 
tor Installation of gadgatry refur¬ 
bishing, aKerltions and perhaps 
buying/selling of property 

IRGO 

August 22—Sapt 22 

Romance children 
grandchildren, scho¬ 
lastics, research, entertainment, 
creativity and travel are favour¬ 
ably signified Romance will be 


bitter-sweet, but most enjoyable 
and thrilling Opportunities of 
making a fast buck a promotion 
and perks as well as loans, 
funds and Investments will be 
available 

IBRA 

S»pl23—Ocl22 
The domestic scene 
has an extra dimen¬ 
sion Health of parents. In-laws 





and ekfsrs may cause anxiety 
Romance will be marked by 
complications and perplexities 
but Joys and surprises as well 
Morwy will flow m, so wait till 
August before raising a hue and 
cry In health matters there are 
too marly Irons In the fire for your 
comfort 


CORPIO 

OCI2S—Nov20 
Important transac¬ 
tions, settlements, 
negotiations, trips, ties, visits. In¬ 
terviews and meets are pre¬ 
dicted Romance will be action 
packed fiery and fantastic 
There Is money to be made and 
spent too You may experience 
some health problems on July 
14 and 15 



AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Dec 20 
Financial transac¬ 
tions, buying/selling 
legal matters and a touch of ro¬ 
mance make It a complex week 
Shifts and transfers are more 
than possible Romance will be 
excltng Take appropriate health 
precautions specially care of 
legs face head feet and sto¬ 
mach 

APRiCORN 

Dac21-Jan IS 
It Is a testing time, 
as important longterm 
decisions have to be made Cut 
away deadwood In any rela¬ 
tionship Romance will be hot 
and cold but never dull and life¬ 
less July 8 to 12 are favourable 
for financial deals The sun 
opposition Saturn means health 
posers, perhaps emotional mat¬ 
ters have much to do with it 

QUARIUS 

/M Jan 20-F«b is 
^ * Expenses, a change 

- In the nature and 

scope of your work and travel 
plans are the weeks highlights 
In romance, Venus helps you to 
turn on the i^iarm Finances will 
be available to meet any unfore¬ 
seen expenses and delays In 
payment and dues Meets, visits 
and conferences are on the 
cards 

ISCES 

Fae la-Mareh 20 
A promotion, more 
haiTTiony and greater 
responsibilities for the elderiy, 
and a mghtlngirie singing a mar¬ 
ry note Ipr the young are Indi¬ 
cated The accent la also on 
communication On the whole, a 
busy weak Harmony and beauty 
make a pteasant romance 
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'CONTROVERSY 



ImmM 


OME. TACTICS GO 


D o tactus in World 
Cupb really matter'’ It 
miKht item something 
of a heresy to ask the ques 
tion After all did not lotal 
Football prevail in the wonder 
ful World Cup of 1974 in West 
(jtrmany' Wis not Carlos 
liilardo the doui manager of 
Argentina entitled to ehini 
that his taeties of three it the 
back five in midfield not onlv 
won the 198b World Cup but 
swept the world in eonsequ 
enee^ 


Do the carefully 


planned, 





Famous soccer 


wnter Brian 


Glanville analyses 


Did not the Hraribans have 
to ehange to 4 2 4 to win the 
World Cup in bweden m 19o8'’ 
Did not Alf Ramsey win the 
trophy for England in 1966 
only after deploying his wing 
less wonders in a stnet 4 4 2 
formation’ 

Still I am not quite sure 1 
agree with those (laties ibroid f 
who insist that Bobby Rob 
Don's England tactics are rigid 
and unimaginative 1 strongly 
feel that continuing to use is 
he does a four man in a line 
deience and two wide players 
in midfield is a strate gem 
which should have been eon 
signed to the rubbish bin of 
history 

Such a strategy proved to 
be England s undoing in West 
Germany two years 

ago in West Germany When 
Barnes and Waddle are the 
flank men an enort lously big 
burden rests on the two een* i 


tral midfielders Bryan Robson 
and Paul Gascoigne neither of 
whom takes willingly ot readily 
to the job of the old style de 
fensive wing half back 

Indeed there is reason to 
believe that the pairing for 
Manchester United and Eng 
land of Robson and Ray Wd 
kins was disastrous for Wil 
kins Robson loves to go for 
ward as a marauder Without 
this England s attack is dimi 
nished But it does mean that 
whoever plays beside him in a 
two man eentril midfield hss 
to saenfiee himself and stay 
back 

But what of the Bia/ilians’’ 
After years of employing the 
four in a bne defence they in 
troduced to world football in 
1958 they haye at long last 
gone over to the sweeper 
usu lly (lalvio I eir quite i 
time the t letic appeared to 
work well I he ne w m in ige r 
Sebastiao Lazaioni who intro 
duced It last ye ir was a< ‘mlly 
congratulated by ♦he formt i 

Sebastio Lazaroni 
Curbing Braril's 
natural instincts 


jt 



World Cup manager I ele San 
tana 

But of late things haven! 
been going as well Indeed 
the veteran Sweehsh centre 
half Glen Hysen of I iverpool 
remarked a few days before 
the Brazil v Sweden match in 
Franz Beckenbauer 
Abandoning total football’ 




liinn that the Bri/iliin de 
fence is vulnerible' 

Ceitiinly it lookid ixiitlv 
thit in a gime lost in It iK U i 
fir from foiinidihle Inibinn 
elect side 1 he lelenee 
looked woise still in Rk 
when ot ill unfiiuKd ti mis 
I 1 st (itiiniiiv iipjKd it t 
pieces seoiing thiee times 
I do not think tin lilxi 
gime IS in in\ w i\ ii it ii il li 
the Bii/iliiiis 1 1 idition ilK 
they love t i lit nk iiid it is 
we siw wht ti they |jl i\ <11 ni, 

I ind It Wembley s m< I tli it 
initiitiye is tiken Ir m ilu m 
whit his been t, line 1 it the 
deft nee itselt is still thing 
but impiegn ibl( •' 

1 he Bri/ilims embiieyd 
the four in line delenei simply 
beeiuse they filled to master 
the /on il lovei of the old third 
bilk gime Now ihi third link 
gime whith w IS the true It il 
itv of the 19 Ids hut w is not 
even deteeted by the It ilians 
till 19)9 his long sinte bitten 
the dust 

Whit of the It linn tafenat 
c/o-' My own belief for some 


Bobby Robson Rigid and 
unimaginative 

time his been thit is a t iitie 
It IS out of d ite I his is i belie I 
shaied faiily widely now in Iti 
ly Milan hive beiome the out 
standing te ini in I mope by 
throwing it completeK out of 
the window inel going ove r to i 
four in line (lefeiue iiirl whit 
they e ill pie ssmg 1 his 
le lye s th it outst inding ei nti il 
de fe iidet I i ineo B ire si 
somewhere between the deyil 
ind the de ep blue se i 1 ot his 
elub he pi lys is i i e nil il de 
fenilei with lieenet iieejuenlly 
to go upheld 

I or It lly by eonti ist he is 
eibliged tei oper ite is 1 syvee p 
ei mil though he eloe s some 
time s go iiplie Id with gre it 
elteet he h is to be soniewhit 
more eiiiiimspiel I he troll 
ole IS III It Ins 111 in ige i A/e g 
ho Vmrii still be lie yes th it the 
olel It ill in w ly is the best w iv 

I le tie s eoine iriel t le lie s go 
In the mime nsely i xeiting e ii 
ly 19 Os I ot il hootb ill w is ill 
the I Ige Nolle n illy it le ist 
mybody e oiild el i inything 
1 he West (,eimm iiitionil 
te irn me! Biyiin Munich the 
Diiteh nitioiiil team inel Ajix 
pliyed perilips the most su 
perbly ixeiting versilile feeot 
bill whiih the gime hi seen 
Yet how long did it list-' Not 
even the eorient West (jer 
min intc'rmtiemil teim min 
iged by riin/ Btekenbiiier 
the virtu il inventeii of the 
itt le king sweepet mil thus ot 
1 ot il I ootb ill praetises it 
iieiw 

One la t wold How nueh 
did Argentina s tietieb me m in 
1986 and how rnueh w is 
me int bv one istonishiiig pi ly 
er Diego Maradon I'’ 

(International Herald Tribune) 
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S pend, spend, spend appears to be the 
policy of Cfianni Aftnelli of automobile 
giant, Fiat, patron and father figure of 
Juventus I he top flight Italian fcxitball club 
has been the centre of attention after it 
gained control of the world soccei transfer 
market this summer Indeed, there has 
been something almost pathetic about the 
way a once dominant club had threshed 
about ui Its attempt to acquire players it 
has not been able to get 
Two years ago, Juventus spent untold 
millions to little or no purpose Welsh 
striker Ian Rush was only one of several 
£3 million players who arrived ui lunn 
(headquarters of Juventus) Like all the 
others, he failed 

But Juventus made headlines this sum¬ 
mer when they signed Italian striker 
Roberto Baggio, the jewel in the Fiorenti- 
na c rown, for a ludicrously high 8 7 million 
pound sterling in the costbest purchase 
ever 

1 he world record shattering deal had 
been in the offing ever since an Italian 
sports magazine ran a cover photograph of 
Baggio wearing a Juventus shirt 1 he fee 
was £3 million more than the previous 
record transfer when PSV Eindhoven sold 
Ruud Gullit to AC Milan in the summer of 
1987 Before that Diego Maradona cost 
Napoh £5 million in the deal with Barcelona 
in 1986 

Baggio lias signed a three year contract 





which guarantees a basic wage of 
£840,000 a year or £16,153 a week The 
transfer demonstrated the awesome finan¬ 
cial power of the Tunn club and their 
owner, the Agnelli family 
Only a month earlier Juventus had 
beaten Spamsh club Real Madrid in the 
race for Montpelber’s Juho Cesar, the 



Multimillion pound 
transfer deals are now a 


dime-a-do zen, writes 

Soumitra Bose 

centre of Brazil’s 1986 World Cup defence 
in Mexico But the Baggio deal put all that 
in the shade Ironically, he was initially not 
even certain of a place in the Italian eleven 
in this World Cup 

Baggio’s transfer came about under 
rather unusual circumstances fur a club of 
the stature of L'lnrentina Fhe Florence- 
based club had lost $15 million last year 
because the renovaUon of the Florence 
Stadium for the World Cup had cut down 
the stadium’s capaaty Fiorentina had to 
go elsewhere to play their league matches 
Consequently, earnings from gate receipts 
fell sharply And when Juventus offered 
Fiorentina the handsome deal, it was too 
lunng to turn down “The value they have 
put on me. worries me,” said Baggio 

Development has gone hand in hand 
with professionalism Ever since profes 
sionalism was recognised in 1885, financial 
dealings have come a long way Players 
fi'om Gotland were among the first pro 
fessional players and were also the 
pioneers of the passing game, in contrast 
to the English game where players drib¬ 
bled their way to score goals 

With the abolition of the maximum wage 
system in 1961, a new era began for the 
professional footballer In the sixties pro¬ 
fessional soccer finally changed from a low 
pneed diversion for the masses into a 
high-powered branch of show biz F'ulham 
and England uitemational Johnny Haynes 
became England’s first £100 a-week foot¬ 
baller, and others soon followed Today 
many second division players earn that 
much 

Even gone are the days when George 
Best, one of Bntam’s highest paid footbal¬ 



PRICE 


ler owned a house worth £30,0(X) milbon, 
and expensive cars, sign of a soccer star’s 
affluence since the abolition of the max¬ 
imum wage system In Best’s case howev¬ 
er, fortune contnbuted to the pressures 
that precipitated his premature retirement 
from the game 

Some idea of the ancient structure of 
soccer, of the pecubar master and slave 
relationship that had existed for so long 
between club and player, can be had from 
the situation in England in 1959 At that 
time, the professional football league fixed 
the maximum wage that a player could 
earn at 56-doIlar a week That appbed to 
all players, from the biggest starts down to 


Diego Maradona: Still the highest paid ? 








eight children of a poor man who worked 
m a factory and bved m a slum. Maradona 
was a Cabecita Negra, a "black head.” a 
contemptuous term in his country for 
Argentines of Indian blood. Today Diego is 
a King. 

Maradona’s basic wage from Napoli is a 
staggering £1 2 million a year, plus 
another £1 million foi win bonuses, 
appearances and chanty games. Total 
earnings including outside interests would 
be aiound £10 million a year. Back home in 
Buenos Aires, Maradona owns a mansion 
valued at £1.5 million, besides a seaside 
luxury home worth £400,(MM). In contrast, 
England's legendary Stanley Matthews, 
who reigned from 1930 to 'b5, started on a 
pay pf £1 per week and ended at a meagre 
£.50 a week, with an occasional £25 as 
appearance tee. Theiefore, until we get to 
hear more from Baggio and juventus. 
Maradona can still claim to be numero uno 
as far as financial deals in the soccer world 
are concerned. 

It isn’t very surpnsing that at least 130 
foreigners (over 30 of them were in this 
World Cup) flock to Italy every year to 
play in what is certainly the most fiercely 


ON THEIR LEGS 


the weakest of reserves. On top of that, 
the pro clubs had a reserve clause stipulat¬ 
ing that a player once he signed for a club 
was the property of the club forever, 
unless they decided to trade him. The 
players had no say in the matter at all. 

Today, besides basic wages, there are 
bonuses, advertismg contracts and numer¬ 
ous perks. But even today England’s 
highest paid footballers still have a long 
way to go before they can catch up with 
the highly rewarded stars of European and 
South American soccer. A case in pomt is 
Diego Maradona, arguably one of the 
finest footballers ever. He was one of 



contested football league in the world. 
Dubbed as the "Italian foreign legion." 
these mercenaries from South Amenca 
and Europe seem to be benefitting 
tremendously from membership to the 
legion. Every year, for the past one 
decade, Italian clubs have been doling out 
£200 million or thereabouts on their over¬ 
seas players. Ironically, the Italian eco¬ 
nomy IS far from being the stablest in the 
world. 

But It has been largely due to the 
super-wealthy Italian clubs, generaUy run 
by super-nch families, that the cream of 
world soccer have been attracted to this 
Mediterranean country Names like 
Agnelli and Silvio Berlusi oni (the ownei of 
AC Milan which pays roughly 1.7 million 
dollar each to Ruud (lullit, Marco Van 
Hasten and Frank Rijkaard every year) 
sustam the glamour of Italian football. 

T he lure of hard cash has in effect upset 
the concept of "equabty of opportun¬ 
ity” in European football The eqiilibnum 
has been upset more than ever during this 
World Cup in Italy and the Romanians are 
making no bones about it. Italian clubs are 
linmg up with cheque books m hand to net 
the big fish from Italia ’90 
In fact, Juventus has already roped in 
West German Thomas Hassler from Koln 
in a sobd £5 million deal during the 


championship. Others who have been 
traded during the World Cup are West 
German Karl Heinz Reidle from Werder 
Bremen to Lazio for £4.8 million, Yugoslav 
Dragan Stojkvic from Red Star Belgiade to 
Marseilles of France for £3 5 million and 
Spam’s bearded striker Rafael Marlin Vas- 
quez from Real to Italian Club for £.) 5 
million. 

Real have, however, neulrabsed their 
Vasquez loss by bagging Roinani<in ace 
Gheorghe Hagi for £1.75 milbon. 

Among other stars to figure m the top 
ten transfers’ market are: l^jos Detan of 
Hungary (of 1982 and 1986 World Cup 
fame) of Olympiakos of Greece for £4.7 
milbon, England’s Chns Waddle from Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur to Marseilles foi £4 3 
milbon and Italy’s Berti from Fiorentma to 
Intemazionale, Milan for £3 5 nullion. 

Comuig back to England, where profes¬ 
sional football first took off, financial deals 
between players (who negotiate tlirough 
them agents) and clubs are as much m the 
news as Maggie 'ITiatcher’s on South 
Afncd. Currently, Player of the Year John 
Barnes is the most sought after player in 
Ole Blighty. Such is Barnes' populanty m 
Liverpool that fans have launched a "Save 
Barnes campaign” to keep him away from 
the Italian and Spanish clubs which are 
dangbng the carrot in front of him. Liver- 
p<K)l very recently won the first division 
league for the record I8th time and they 
would hate to part with Barnes. 

Liverpixil have already opened negotia¬ 
tions with Barnes. They have offered lum 
£2,50, (MM) a year plus lucrative bonuses and 
incentives which could make hmi the 
costliest player in England If Barnes 
stays, his expected salary could lie around 
£6.0()0 a week. But that whopping £5 6 
million for two years with Real or Juventus 
may just be too good to igiioie Should 
Barnes spurn the Liverpool offer, he 
stands to beat Waddle in the top ten 
transfers’ chart. 

Barnes apart, Liverpool midfielder 
Steve McMahon is being offered £4 million 
by .Sampdona, the (unent European Cup 
Wmners’ Cup holders 

The established stars aside, there are 
quite a few others m the runnmg at Itaba 
'90 Romanian stnker Lacatus has already 
had a talk with Fiorentma and so has the 
jMjwerful Czech stnker Thomas Skhuravy. 
And why ignore the Makanakis and Has- 
sans.’’ The French clubs are already after 
them. 

Rumours of transfers at undisclosed 
fees, followed by rushed tnps by mana¬ 
gers to register newly acquired player.s 
arc all an integral part of soccer. So too 
are the disputes between clubs and play¬ 
ers over transfers and contract renewals. 
They all help to make the transfer system 
one of the most controversial aspects of 
the game. ■ 
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A t 38. most footballers 
have other things in 
mind than a desire to 
stage an international com¬ 
eback. Roger Milla not only 
came out of retirement but 
helped Cameroon reach a 
stage of the World Cup finals 
where no other African nation 
has ever been before. And in 


Latin American 


football is out; the 


sare 


sa 


24-team finals format will no 
longer seem an unreasonable 
one. 

We Afncans knew we were 
capable of rubbing shoulders 
with the best in the game. But 
the rest of the world, specially 
the big guns from Europe, just 
refused to take us seriously. 
Cameroon, and to some extent 


West Germany the scare of 
theu' hves before losing in a 
penalty shootout. The Spain 
finals in 1982 had seen Came¬ 
roon drawing their three 
league games (including 
against ultimate champions Ita¬ 
ly) only to be eliminated be¬ 
cause of an inferior goal differ¬ 
ence. Algeria had created a 


















flutter beating West Germany 
m the first round but then met 
the same fate as that of Came¬ 
roon So African teams doing 
well in the finals is no new 
development What is new is 
that extra bite these teams 
have shown and a burning 
desve to fight tifi the end 
against all comers 

Cameroon, after having en¬ 
sured a place m the secixid 
round, got thrashed by the 
Soviet Union but didn’t let that 
result affect their performance 
against Colombia m the second 
round The Egyptians played 
the game of their hves against 
Holland (which was drawn 1- 
1), one of the pre-tournament 
favourites (who ultimately 
crashed out m the second 
round)—but missed out on 
what would have been a very 
well-deserved win Quite mex- 
plicably, Egypt got into a de¬ 
fensive rut in their next couple 
of games and paid the penalty 
The one point against Ireland 
and England was just not 
enough to take them into the 
last 16 stage I’m quite definite 
Egypt would have made it to 
the second round had they 
played their natural game in 
their final two group ties 

And beheve me, there are at 
least eight teams in the conti 
nent which are capable of play- 
mg as well as Cameroon and 
Egypt, if not better There is 
very little to choose between 
these two and Morocco 
Algeria' Tunisia, Nigeria, 
Zambia Senegal, Gabon and 
Zaire Quite frankly, 1 was 
surpnsed when I first came to 
know that Egypt, and not 
Algeria, had advanced to the 
finals In the final knockout 
round in the African rone, 
Algeria drew goalless with 
Egypt and lost the return 
match 0-1 to go out on aggre¬ 
gate Algena later went on to 
win the Afncan Nations Cup, 
beating Nigeria 1-0 ui the final 
Cameroon lost quite early in 
that competition, to Senegal 
Egypt made their exit ui the 
quarter final stages All this to 
Illustrate how ctee it is at the 
top 

The skill was always there 
What was lacking was temper¬ 
amental consistency and tech¬ 
nical solidity Happily, both 
these aspects seem to be get- 


tmg unportance now This was 
apparent in boOi Cameroon 
and Egypt’s play ui Italy 
Cameroon were one up as ^ 
as temperament was con¬ 
cerned. And It was a revelation 
to see the two Afincan teams 
trying to match the Europeans 


m technical play Egypt did it 
weO against the Dutch but got 
canned away against En^and, 
lettmg Bobby Robson’s side 
dictate terms 

I have always mamtained 
that if the Afncans, who are as 
skillful as anyone else, manage 
to blend theu natural skills 
with the technique of Europe, 
they can challenge any team in 
the world 

I ’m glad Italia '90 marked the 
beguinuig of a new approach 
m African footbaU 1 just hope 
It remams like that and others 
take a leaf out of the Egyptian 
and Cameroonian books I 
won’t stick my neck out and 
predict that before the century 
IS over we will have a world 
champion from Africa But I’ll 
say that given the right kind of 
backing from FIFA, we might 
see Africa stagmg the finals m 
another 20 years’ tune and, 
wdio knows, the hosts may 
even go on to lift the glittering 
Cup 


Hw basic advantage of the 
Africans is that they are simple 
peo]^ wiDmg to learn. 'They 
know Europe is the best place 
to pidc up new techniques. 
And they don’t mmd going to 
second llivision sides ui France 
or England. The money is not 


all that important to them The 
education is 

Cameroon had a Soviet 
trainer guiding them during 
theu World Cup campaign He 
was assisted by a national 
coach and the two worked 
together to help the Cameroo¬ 
nians attain the peak of theu 
abilities That has been the 
trend in quite a few Afncan 
countries of late They have 
been gettmg a foreign (Furo 
pean in most cases) coach to 
look after the techniial side 
while the national coach has 
been overseeing other 
aspects If the two trainers get 
along well this sjstem can 
work wonders as was the 
case with Cameroon But the 
possibility of the national coach 
having ego clashes with the 
foreign trainer cannot be 
ruled out And should that 
happen, the result can be dis¬ 
astrous III give you an exam¬ 
ple Nigeria had tlus very good 
West German coach Hoelner 
during the 1988 pre-Olyinpic 


camp He was supposed to be 
m overall charge. But he had 
proWems with Paul the Nige¬ 
rian coach who was to assist 
the West (Jerman There was 
total lack of communicatiofi. 
The players (I was in that 
camp) were totally at a loss. 


They didn’t know whom to 
follow For the welfare of Afri¬ 
can football, I hope and pray 
this was only an exception 
rather than the rule because 
the truth is we need European 
guidance to realise our poten¬ 
tial fully 

Football IS the game in Afri¬ 
ca Anyone who has not been 
to that continent will not know 
the following this sport enjoys 
on all the countnes Now tliat 
Afncan teams have proved 
their worth in the biggest 
stage of all one hopes the 
ruling world body does not 
take too long to give at least 
two more b^hs to Africa in 
the finals 

The Latin American magic is 
gradually becoming a thing of 
the past However tragic that 
may sound, it is the absolute 
truth And if the decline in 
Latin Amencan standard goes 
unarresled somebody has to 
replace them It could well be 
the Africans in the next, say, 
five or six years ■ 



The Egyptians were another proof that African football had finally come of age 
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471757)—4 shows 
Directed by Indra Kumar and 
with musK by Anand Milind, the 
film stars Aamir Khan, Madhun 
Dixit and Anupam Kher 

• Ghayal: Orient (Bentinck 
Street, 281917), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Ktdwai Road, 244^2), 
Moonlight (T C Dutta Street, 
254956), Basusree (SP Mukher- 
jee Road, 484808), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street, 
552270). Jagat (Acharya PratuUa 
Chandra Road, 365108), Bina 
(Bidhan Sarani, 311522)—4 
shows. Gem (Acharya Jagadish 

Chandra Bose Road, 249828), 
Alochhaya (Bebaghata Maui Road, 
355059), Madhuban (Regent 
Park)—3 shows 
Sunny Deol and Meenakshi 
Seshadn are the lead paur Also 
starring are Amnsh Pun, Moushu- 
mi Chattenee, Om Pun, Rai Bab- 
bar, Kuibhushan Kharbanda, Shafi 
inamdar and Annu Kapoor The 
film IS directed by Rajkumar San- 
toshi and the music is by Bappi 
Lahui 

• Maine Pyar Kiya: Ehte (S N 
Banerjee Road. 241383)- 10 45. 
2 15, 5 30, 9 

A Stiver jubilee hit, this teeny- 
boppers’ love story stars Salmw 
Khan and debutante Bhagyashree 
The film IS directed by Soorq R 
Barjatiya and the music is by 
Raamlaxman 

• Muqaddar Ka Badahaah: 

Opera (Lenm Sarani, 281849), 
Uttara (Bidhan Sarani, 552200), 
Kalika (Sddananda Road, 
478141)—4 shows 
Drected by T Rama Rao and 
with music by Vyu Shah, the film 
stars Vuiod Khanna, Vyay Shanti, 


Shabana Azmi, Amnsh Pun, Kader 
Khan, Anupam Kher and Asraru 

• Naya Khoon: Roxy (Chowr- 
in^ee Place, 284138), Prabhat 
(Chittaranjan Avenue, 390762), 
Khanna (Acharva Prafiilla Chandra 
Road, 552932), Rupali (Asutosh 
Mookerjee Road, 474403)—4 
shows 

The chief attractions of this film 
are Govuida, Mandakmi, Gulshan 
Grover and Saeed jaffrey 

• Tum Mere Ho: Paradise (Ben 
tmck Street. 285442)—12. 3, 6, 9 

Aamir Khan and Juhi Chawla are 
the lead pair ui this Tahu Husain 
film whose music is by Anand 
Milmd 


Hent;iili min'. 


• Aapan Aamaar Aapan: Mi- 

nar (Bidhan Saram, 552753), Byoli 
(S P Mukheijee Road, 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, 352740)—2 45. 5 30. 8 15 

Tapas Paul. Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Roy. Soumitra Chatterjee, Sub- 
hendu Chattetjee, Numal Kumar, 
Deepankar De, Sanghamitra 
Banerjee, Shakuntaia Barua, In- 
dram Dutta and Anup Kumar are 
the principal attractions of this 
Tarun Majumdar film whose music 
IS by R D Butman 

• Badnaam: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani, 558080)—2 30. 5 15. 8. 
Puma (S P Mukhetjee Road, 
474567)- 2 30. 5.30. 8 15. Prachi 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road, 2712821-2. 5. 7 45 

Shibu Mittra's maulen Bengali 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Praseiyit, Shakti Kapoor, 
Shakuntaia Barua, Subhendu Chat- 
teijee and Sounutra Banetjee The 
musK IS by Bappi Lahux 







S|iici.'il hA fill'- 


S>12 July: 4 pm to 8 pm 

Chitrakoot Aft GaOery presents 
an exlpbition ot paintings 

entitled, Recent Acqwsdhna. 

At Chitrakoot Ait Galleiy 
(55 Gatiahat Road; 755314). 

8-11 July: 3 pm to 8 pm 
An exhibition of paintings by 
Monotosh MuJlkk m the New 
South Gall^. 

• An exhibition of paintings by Dr 
S. Sumkta in the North Gallery. 

10 July onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by Bhanu Dutta m the West 
Gallery. 

12 July-onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

A week-kmg exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by the students of Frank 
Anthony Pubbc School in the South 
and New gallenes. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 254302) 

12 July: 5.4S pm 
Knshnakali’s cultural evening fe¬ 
atures Nemai Chand Boral. Anuta- 
va Chowdhury, Subhash Chow- 
dhury, Dr Ramesh Mitra, Sumitra 
Sen, Shyamal Saha, Tapan Roy 
Pradhan, Bratati Banenee, Mitali 
Saha, Debashis Sengupta and 
others. 

At Sisu Mancha (Acharya Jagad- 
ish Chandra Bose Road). 

12 & 13 July: 6.30 pm; 14 
July: 11 am 

Stagecraft presents 15 children 
in the children's musical fantasy. 
The Beauty and the Beast, 
directed by Rohit Pombra. Lyncs 
and music. Fauzia Marikar, 
orchestration; Tony Menezes. 

At Vidya Mandir (Moua Street, 
446420). 

14 July onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint- 
uigs, organised by Barasat Art 
Circle, in the New South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

TRAVEL 


I’liint's 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura tlmaa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. FIguras In braekata 
danota the days, 1 balng 
Monday. 



Calcutta-Bombay-Loudon- 
Nsw York: Dep. (2): AI-IOl at 
0240; Dep. (6); AI-309/AI-101 at 
1935. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Rome- 
Ptrankfuit: Dep. (7); AI-16S1/A1- 
165 at 0500. 

Calcutto-Dellil-Paria-London: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 


Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306at 1815; 
Dep. (5): Al-306 at 19*). 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutts- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 
1820; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 1935. 
New York-London-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7); A1-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (l): AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300. 

London-Delhl-Caicutta: Arr. 
(1): Al-132 / Al-1320 at 1300. 
Moscow-Dubal-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1525. 
Caicutta-Oubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4): SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-Calcutta: Arr. tl, 4): 
RJ-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 

Bangkok): Dep. (I, 4): Ri-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Slngapore: Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Slagapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5); SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 
7)- IC-232 at 1640. Arr (1 3. 6). 
lG-313 at 1240; Dep. t2, 4, 7); 
lC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-ai4 at 1355. 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6). IC-843 at 0755, Dep (6). 
IC-843 at 0855 

Dbaka-Calcutta-Delbl: Arr. 
(6) 1C-844 al 1115, Dep (6) 
IC-844 at 1215 

Calcutta-Katlimandu: Dep.. (l, 

6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6, 

7) ; IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1. 6); 
RA-213 at 1150, Ait. (2, 4, 6, 7)- 
lC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhidta: Dep. (daily); 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920, Dep. (1.2,3,4.6.7); BG. 094 
at 1620, Dep. (5);BG-098at 1820, 
Dep. (1,7); IC-223 at 1340, Dep. 

(2,4,6); IC-223 at 1640. 
Dhska-Calcutta: Arr, (daily); 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840, Arr. (1,2.3.4.6.7); BG-093 
at 1540, Arr. (5); BG-097 at 1740. 
Arr. (1,7); IC-224 at 1540, Arr. 

(2,4,6); lC-224 at 1840. 
Calcntta-Cblttagong: Dep. 
(2,5); BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chlttagong-Calcuita: Arr. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (6); 
(C-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. w. KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr. (2); KB-105 at 
0800. 


lldiiiestK’ 


Calcutta-Dclhi; Dep. (7)' Al- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI- 
1320 at 1300; Arr. (7); AI-1122 at 
0340. 

Cakutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); Al- 


Printdd hdtd la the rmgulmr Indian Alriinga aeha- 
dula. But tha adiadula haa baan eurtailad dua to 
tiia groumUna of ita Alibua A320 float. Paaaan- 
gaia ara advlaad to kaap track of announea- 
manta mada by Indian Airllnaa In tha proas. For 
asalatanoa, thay may contact 262S48, aaZBBB, 
266868, 262617, 869433. 869841/2/3/4^ and 
869633. 


101 at 0240; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutto; Arr. (5); AI- 
306 at 1815. 

Ifsdtan 

Olcutta-DelU: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700; 

(daily); lC-401 at 1135 and 
lC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (daily) 
IC-273at 1920and IC-176at 0845, 
Ait. (daily); lC-274 at 1830 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Msdras: Dep. (daily); 
lC-265 at 1700; Arr. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutts-Bsngalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-271 at 1500, Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-272 at 2025,. 
Calcuna-Vizag-Madraa: Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) : lC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
■(I)'; lC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwabati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); lC-229 at 1250;Arr. (daily) ; 
IC-230 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : lC-201 at 1130; Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2.4): IC-202 al 1500. 

Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhat - 
Guwahati - Calcutta: Dep. 


Arr. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Siichar- Imphal: 
Dep. (daily). IC-255 at 0600; Arr. 
(daily): IC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Nagpur • Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) - IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 

(3.5.6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) . IC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) ; IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Purt Blair: Dep. 
(2.4): IC-285 at 0545 ; Arr. (2,4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Port Blair • Car 
Nicobar; Dep. (1): IC-287 at 
0545; Arr. (1); IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-410at 0830; Air. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-409 at 1510. 

Calcutta-Shillong-Guwabati- 
Silchar; Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Coocb Behar: Dep. 
(2. 4, 6. 7); PF-707 at 0610; Alt. 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Lilabari-Dibrugarh: Dep. (1, 
3. 5, 7): PF-709/735 at 0815; Air. 
(1, 3, 5, 7)- PF-710(736 at 1725. 


Air Fares 

Following are the revised Indian Airlines domestic tares from 
Calcutta, effective July t, t990 

Agartala (Rs 499). Ahmedabad (Rs 2212). Bagdogra (Rs 700), 
Bangalore (Rs 2241). Bhubaneswar (Rs 666). Bombay [Executive 
class (Rs 2874). economy class (Rs 2212)1, Car Nicobar (Rs 
2339), Delhi {executive class (Rs 2414), economy class (Rs 
1856)1. Oibrugarh (Rs 1045), Oimapur (Rs 982), Guwahah 
(executive class (Rs 855), economy class (Rs 660)], Gorakhpur 
(Rs 1005), Hyderabad (Rs 1890), Imphal (Rs 838), Jorhat (Rs 
982), Jaipur (Rs 2155). Lucknow (Rs 1310). Madras (Rs 1942), 
Nagpur (Rs 1396), Patna (Rs 786), Port Blair (Rs 1890), Ranchi 
(Rs 568), Silchar (Rs 746), Tezpur (Rs 827). Varanasi (Rs 982), 
Visakhapatnam (Rs 1166) 


(3.5.7) . 1C 213 at 1030, Arr 

(3.5.7) IC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5.6) IC-219 at 
1120. Arr.(l,3..5.6):IC-220at 160« 


Calcutta • Bagdogra: Dep. (dai 
ly) lC-221 at 1100. Arr (daily). 
lC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartaia: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-241 at 0700, Dep. (2,4). 
IC-243 at 1400, Dep. (3.5,6,7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (I): IC-243 
at 1400; Arr. (daily): IC-242 at 
0900, Arr. (2,4); IC-244 at 1600, 
Arr. (3.5, 6.7): IC-244 at 1020. 


Calcutta-Impbal-Dimapur: 

Dep. (2. 4. 6); PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahar-Agartaia-Caicutto; 
Dep. (2. 4, 6)- PF-729 at 0550; 
Atr. (2. 4. 6); PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. 
(1. 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; Arr. (1. 
3. 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartaia: Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (1, 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830 
Calcutta-Aluwl-Silcban Dep. 
'daily): PF-705 at 1120; Arr. (dai- 










br): PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcutta*Rourkela-Ranchl: 

Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-715 at 0600; 
Arr. (1, 3. 5): PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta-Guwahati-Utabari- 


ZirO'Daparteo: Dep. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-721 at 0930. Arr. (2. 4, 6): 
PF-722 at 1805. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

Oibnigarh-PaaalKliat-Aloiig: 


Dep. (1. 3, 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
Arr. (1, 3. 5): PF-724 at 1950 

Calcutta-Jamslicdpttr-Patiia: 

Dep. (2. 4. 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


Arr. (2, 4, 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta-Dhanbad-Gayi 

Patna-Dhanbad-Calcutti 

Dep. (1, 3. 5); PF-7?'» at 0601 
Arr. (1. 3, 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


Trains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

HfiKCiS 

Time 

On 

2311 

19-00 

Delhi Kalka Mail 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Air-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 
praae via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dep — Tubs Thurs & Sat 

Am—Wed Fn & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex- 

praae via Patna 

Dep —Mon Wed Fn & Sun 
Am—Mon Tues Thurs & 
Sal 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

RajcttianI Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fn 
& Sun 

Arn — Tubs Wed Thurs 
Sat & Sun 

11-00 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Himgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Exp 

Tn-Wkly 

Dep -Tubs Fn & Sal 

Am—Toes Wed & Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 

preaa 

Dep —Mon S Thurs 

Arn —Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Ooon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7 20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Tootan Expraaa via Mam imp 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritaar Expraaa 

15 45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Expraaa via Mam Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

21-10 

Delhi Janata Expraaa via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16^X) 

Lucknow Expreat 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Expraaa 

500 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjunga Expraaa 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Guwahali) Expraaa 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Expraaa 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17 1b 

Coalfield Expraaa 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

16 20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Danapur Expraaa 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Arn —Fridav 

tt-to 

3026 

3071 

22-06 

JamNpur Tri-wfcly Express 

Dep—Toes Thurs & Sal 

Am—Mon Thurs 4 Sal 

600 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santinikatan Expraaa 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^aal Express 

Dep — Thurs Sal & Sun 

Arn —Tues Wed & Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15 25 

Shipra (Indore) Expraaa 

Dep —Tues A Wed 

Arn-Sal & Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktipuni (Chopsn) 

Dep & Arr —Mon 4 Fn 

7 30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Expraaa 

Dep 8 Am —Sunday 

SeaMnh 

tO-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Dkrtaaling Mall 

8 45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu tawi Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sarai Express via 

SBC Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

BhagirathI (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Express Tri-waakly 

4 30 

5186 


Dep & Am —Wed . Fn & Sun 


Oaparbm SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 



Tima 

MovraN 

Time 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gltanjall (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Expraaa 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandai (Madras) Express 

11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expraaa 

Dep —Tues 

Arn —Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tata Steal Express 

10 20 

8014 

8011 

8-10 

lapat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

8-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Halia Expraaa 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Purl Express 

5 30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupati Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulia Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arn - Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahati-Howrah- 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday on'y 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahstl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 
(via Visakhspstnam 8 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahati-COchin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakha- 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

2? 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supertast Expraaa 
(via Viaakhapatnam 8 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn 4 Sun 

Arn Tues 4 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahati-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

8 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Bangalore City-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

8 Curiack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22 35 

Patns-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 


— 

14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2609 


Patna Weekly Eapreaa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only . 

ENQUIRIES: For round the clock information of Eaetarn 
Railway tralntf plaasa dial 203B45-S4 for in-coming tralna; 
203B3S-44 for all other informatlona. For information 
about raearvationa on Eaetarn and South Eaatam Rallwaya 
traina, dial 203800 (from 9 arti to 9 pm on waahdaya and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundaya and gaiottad holldaya). 


>4 
























































































































































) 










If in the 1986 World Cup, Argentine captain Diego Armando Maradona 


used his left Iiand to score against England, this time his nght han 


stopped a Soviet goal. Some feat, that_ 
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HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into. But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for With Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits. Including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Get New India's Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10,500 

5,100 

250 

17,600 

— 

550 

25,500 

— 

600* 

57,750 

5,250 

840* 

52,750 

7,400 

1300* 

82,500 

11,500 


Age limit 5-70 years * Personal Acadent cover 
available on payment of additional premium 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 




BORN TO LEAD 
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POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 


The Graf of 
Popularity 

The Candid Camera Gune 
24) of Steffi Graf in the 
nuK (.sk) is shameful. It is 
amazing that Graf vdio has 
aduev^ worldwide fame in 
lawn tennis is indulg^ in 
gimmicks to cash in on 
cheap publi^. 

Such gimmicks also 
affect a player’s concentra¬ 
tion on the game. The first 
warning beUs were sound¬ 
ed when Monica Seles 
thrashed Graf in the 
French Open finals. 
Slddharth Shamui, 
Serampur 

■ I have gone bonkers af¬ 
ter seeing the sensational 
photograph of the sexy 
StefiS. She’s got the zing. 

Md. Attlq, 

Calcutta 

■ I was thunderstruck. I 
have become Steffi’s latest 
fan. Please give us Sabatini 
now. 

Md. Sayeed, 

Calcutta 

■ I was never a ffin of 
Gral Now I am mad about 
her. And Candid Camera is 
to blame for this. Curse be 
on you! 

Anaiid, 

Jamtara (Bihar) 

■ Take a sports personality 
in Candid Camera every 
other issue. Sports maga¬ 
zines are too expensive to 
buy. So we would welcome 
that 

Abdulla Azad, 

Hoo^ily 

■ I was really in:q>ressed 
by Steffi as a model For a 
change, it wasn’t a pofitical 
personality this page. 
Sau^p, 

Calcutta 

■ Hal, die Colour Maga¬ 


zine! Now what about 
Sabatini or Madonna or 
IQtu Gkiwani? 

Debaals Maitra, 

Calcutta 

■ Now 1 want to see Gab- 
riela Sabatini’s photograph. 
Lopa Ruben, 

Bokaro Steel City 

Patch of Evil 

The cover story on child 
marriage CMan and Wife’, 
tAay 13) came as a real 
shock. If the government 
caimot convince people ab¬ 
out the effect of such evil 
practices, it must use 
force. 

Urmila Malbam, 

.Imphal 

a The story bared 
the real he^ of ^ 

Indian parents / <■'■ 


may be superstitious but 
their affection towards 
their children is unrivalled 
■ in these days of self- 
centred society. 

Tushar Chatumbarti, 
Mazilpur (W.B.) 

Ih^tter "i'han Her 

The Post Mortem page of 
June 3 carried a sketch of 
Rekha which was cap¬ 
tioned, "Rekha: Really 
Khubsoorat". I think the 
sketch by Anup Ray was 
even more beautiful than 
her. 

N. Thakuria, 

Guwahati 


/ \ 




The'Telegraph 

15 JULY 1990 


tm People are increasingly 
going in for lucky stones to 
bring them fortune and protect 
them fi'om the evil eye. 



14 


Bowbazar in 


. Calcutta is an area where 
J one can see gold sweepers 
r in chase of a dream. A report 
on the unusual profession. 


16 


■ The Great Rift in 

Africa, one of the most 
conspicuous features on earth, 
has teen splitting for 20 million 
years. 
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K ama knew hb destiny. He knew he 
was gofaig to die. Yet, he did not 
Sght or try and transcend his des> 
tiny. 

It's not that Kama had no option. When 
on tlw eve of the Kumkshetia war Kunti 
leveated his true parental and asked him 
to join the Pandavas he turned her away. 
Kama had already consulted the stars that 
guide man’s destiny. And he knew the 
outcome of the war. Yet like an ei^ hero 
he accepted defeat with equanimity. He 
did not want to switch sides for the sake of 
victory. 

But how many of us can accept life’s 
defeats like a tragic hero? We would rather 
be like Arjun if we coukL And for that we 
would need a Krishna on our side. A 
friend, philosopher and guide who will 
steer the course of our battle bypassing 
the defeats. 

But there are no epic dimensions in the 
battle for everyday life. Prosaic issues like 
employment, marriage, parenthood be¬ 
come very vital here. They certainly do 
not inspire Krishna to teave his heavenly 
abode to come to our aid. 

But the battle must go on. And defeats 
have to be overcome. The more sodety 
tirnis competitive, the greater is the inci¬ 
dence of defeat. And, therefore, the 
tendency to know what lies at the erid of it 
all What do the stars have in store for us? 

Modern-day astrologers, therefore, 
play the role of Krishna in a way. With 
their repertoire of palmistry, horoscopes 
and gems that supposedly control the influ¬ 
ence of planets, they soothe the spirt of 
our everyday, middle-class heroes. They 
inspire ranfidence for a fee. 

It is only in moments of crisis that 
someone turns to an astrologer for help. 
And hope. How far the gems that the 
astrologers recommend are actually effec¬ 
tive in changing the course of our life, one 
cannot say. But what is certain is that 
these precious stones when reconunended 
by an expert do have the caimty to in¬ 
spire confidence in an individual. Of 
course, he has to have faith in the whde 
isocessi 

Sukhdev Goswami. the in-house 
astrologer at P.C. Chandra (Bowbasar 
branch), is an authority on the sulqect. A 
man kmg past his prime, he sports an 
attractive blue sappt^e on his mfodle fin¬ 
ger. *T started wearing this when I must 
have been in my early twenties.” That was 
when he was looking for work. The astrol¬ 
ogy column he was writing for a Bengali 
magazine at the time did not fetch enough 
to make both ends meet 


Cover and mpoolte page 
^lotognpiia by Vlvek Dm; model, 
Bidlaha.Bbadtiil; itoneo, cgaitesy 
P.t. Chandra Jewellon 
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Looking into the ftotnre 


The New Stone Age has 
arrived As we move 
towards the 21st century, 
more and more people 
are taking to planetaiy 
stones to secure their 


phenomenon 


Almost as a last resort he took to the 
blue sapphire. It was only then, he be¬ 
lieves, tlut he started gett^ offers to 
write columna for other publications. Not 
only fiiat more and nxxe people started 


coming to Urn for consultation. 

Now thinn have, of course, changed for 
Goswami. He has left his days of struggle 
for behind. “Yet I wear this blue sapplure, 
1 feel if I take it off I will lose my job," he 
sa^, admitting that it was in a moment of 
crisis that he ted started wearing it in the 
first place. 

Arid it is in times of crisis that tte 
so-called prophesies of Nostradamus, the 
Frendi seer who published Ms astrotogicai 
treatises in 1555, have ei\ioyed ^eir 
greatest pcqxilarity. During the first and 
second World Wars many people con¬ 
sulted Nostradamus’ works and claimed 
that he foretold events of great import. 

In 1974 when ZuMqar Ah Bhutto was in 
power, Mtqibur Rahman Chisty, a seer 
firom Bangladesh, warned the Pakistan 
Prime Miiteter of a dire fate. As Chisty 
later told Asia Week, Bhutto showed him 
the door, saying he befieved in “brains and 
policies” to charge the ways of the people, 
not “witchcraft”. Chisty re;^ied: "But it 
win be the brains in your head that will be 








hanged by a rope in the jaiJhouse ” dark rumours of a coup at the tune Be- there is a lot of scope for inaccuracy in 

Bhutto had cause to remember Chisty’s nazu probably felt that it was time she gnnmicks like predictmg the nation’s fii- 

words not long afterwards—when his fulfilled the promise the seer extracted ture 

trusted lieutenant, General Zia ul Haq from her to visit hun ui Bangladesh In the case of an individual, it is much 

overthrew his government m a coup in Her state visit to Bangladesh last Octo- easier, of course For example, if a sub- 
1977. The doomed leader was said to have her provided the opportuiuty After talks ject’s Jupiter is not at a very ominous 
written to Benazr telluig her of the presci with President Ershad and the obligatory position m his horoscope, then he or she is 
ent sage from Bangladesh banquets and protocol-signing cere- nkely to meet with success In a woman’s 

But Benazu, with an intellect honed by monies, Ms Bhutto boarded a helicopter to case, weakened Jupiter can lead to late 
education at Harvard and Oxford, was not go to Chor Borkot, Chisty’s village, for a marriage So m such cases astrologers 
predisposed to the occult But during her 20-mmute secret meeUng with him Later, generally prescribe a yellow sapphire 

exile m the West four years before her Ms Bhutto told newsmen ui Dhaka "Peo- which has to be set m gold for maximum 

triumph in the November 1988 elections ple make then- own future, but when at a benefit 
young Benazir was sought by the mystic crossroad, one may need guidance ” 

who told her that she was destined to lead And it is for guidance of this sort that Oaradindu Chandra, the in-house 
Pakistan our Prune Minister V P Singh is tumuig Oastrologer of M P Jewellers at 

“How can It be-’’ a sceptical Ms Bhutto to Cabmet secretary Vinod Pande, known Ganahat, tlanks that it is the insecunties 

asked, "when this dangerous man is for his amateur skills m deaphenng the mherent in our soaety that drive people 

there’’’ Zia had ruled with an iron hand for stellar code Only recently, it was re more and more towards astrologers 

eight years and looked as secure as possi- ported m the newspapers that V P Smgh Food, shelter and employment are not 

ble Chisty reportedly rephed “When and a few other senior Union ministers assured in our soaety and that, believes 

mangoes burst you will become the Prime held a closed-door meeting with Pande to Chandra, is vdiy he gets more chents who 

Muuster " A bomb planted in a crate of rescue India from doom come to hun for job security or to deal with 

mangoes is one theory to explain the still But the country’s problems are not as then- financial problems 
undetermined cause of the August 17, sunplistic as, say, a case of piles that it can Maharshi Haidar is one professional whc 
1988 am crash that killed General Zia, be asked to wear a coral nng for cure For claims to be a finannal astrologer He 

clearing the way for Benazir’s ascent that matter, how does one determine the charges Rs 51 fbr single brief questions 

Then around August last year, Chisty prease time of the country’s birth, which and Rs 100 for a detailed dscussion of 

cabled Benazir with the wammg that her is essential to make a horoscope of the finances He tells them when to buy or 

hfe was m danger There actually were subject That is why, Goswami believes, sell “People even come to me with mar- 

Planetary stones Jostle for space with shells on the pavement 








After all, that is what ^ child has been 
brought up with. About Mven years ago, 
his father went throu(^ a critical phase: 
there was a CBI raid in the house when 
tension in the ftundy was palpable. The 
Baneijees were scared that they would 
lose everything—their house, the hunily 
jewellery as also Mr Baneijee’s job. “That 
was when I went to an astrologer for the 
first time,” says Anin Baneijee. He duly 
sent him scurrying for all kinds of stones— 
emerald, blue sapphire, diamond and ruby. 
The strategy cost him a whooping sum, no 
doubt, but “the CBI officers fiiully drop¬ 
ped my case,” said Baneijee. Vt^t is, 
however, not qiute clear is which strategy 
was eventually more effective: the stones 
or the generous gift packets that lined the 
officials’ pockets. 

Like the Baneijees, income tax deputy 
commissioner J. Mullick also swears by his 
rings. Particularly the simple coral ring 
whidi he claims has cured him of piles. 
‘T’ve suffered a lot. I've been to many 
doctors. But their medicine only gave me 
temporary relief.” Then one day MulKck’s 
astrologer friend suggested ffiat he wear 
coral Mullick took the advice seriously. 
“And since I started wearing the ring. I've 
had no problems,” he claims emphati^y. 

"That can be explained easily,” says 
Sukhdev Goswami. There is a hig^ con¬ 
centration of calcium in coral which is 
effective in curing piles, he says. Can 
stones cure a cancer patient as well? Gos¬ 
wami says he does not know. But if there 
is a coincidence he cannot do anything 
about it. “There was one mad boy who 
used to cotrte to me. I prescribed some 
stones for him. His father claims that he 
got cured by me. But I am sceptical. You 
see, I am like a homeopathy doctor who 
cures 50 per cent of the patients with 
Belladona.” 

Goswanu, however, believes that there 
could be a scientific basis to the planetary 
stones. “But we are not allowed to do 
research. Who will give us corpses to toy 
around with? Which cancer patient will 
come to us before going to the hospital?” 
As a result, astrology as we know today, 
still remains a divinatory art, or at best a 
pseudo-science that attempts to take a 
peek into the future—into man's destiny. 

But ultimately, does it reaDy help to 
know one’s destiny? It cannot be denied 
that any dependence on planets and their 
correspcmding stones for an iixlividual’s 
achievement is bound to take away man’s 
enterprise. Not only that, knowi^e of 
one’s destiny can also complicate matters. 
Haven’t the ancient Greeks taught us that? 

If only Laius and Jocasta were unaware 
of their destiny they would not have aban¬ 
doned Oedipus. Perhaps, Oedipus too 
then woukl not have had to live the humi¬ 
liation of killing his father and taking his 
mother as his wife.* 
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Ventures 

Domestic 

W ith more and more 
women abandoning the 
hearth to take up jobs, the 
need for domestic help has 
escalated manifold. Some 
women just cannot find the 
time to catch up on domestic 
chores, while other ladies 
are simply at a loss when it 
comes to the kitchen, laun¬ 
dry, or even catering to 
children. And cashing ui on 
this inability and lack of time 
are several women in the 
city. 

They have set up agencies 
that suwily you with domes¬ 
tic help, complete with a fee 
paid in advance and a suc- 
month (or a similar time 
span) guarantee, during 
which the servants are re¬ 
placed free of cost if they 
succumb to the usual temp¬ 
tations— like stealing, elop¬ 
ing or misbehaving. Which, 
one hears, is what dometic 
help seem to do all the time 
that they are not glued to the 
television. 





Sevika, at 7A Southern 
Avenue (near the Rash- 
behaii crossing) is one such 
agency. Run by two sisters- 
in-law, the Mn Dasguptas, 
it caters to the public de¬ 
mand for ayahs and nurses. 
Unlike some other agencies, 
no deposit is claimed from 
the public, but a percentage 
is d^uct^ in advance from 
"attendants. ” Nurses are 
exempted from this charge. 
The salaries are decided on 
by the prospective em¬ 
ployers and the worker; the 
agency withholds say in this 
regard. 


Piping to Fame 

S he gave her first concert 
at the age of eight, with a 
complicated reat^ in the 
raag Shankarabaranam, set 
to misrajampatal. Nothing 
very unusual in that,, con¬ 
sidering she belonged to 
Kumbakonam, an important 
centre of Carnatic music. 
What is remarkable is the 
fact that at 68 today, she is 
still performing. Meet T.R. 
Navaneetham, hailed as 
Kushal Isai Arasi (queen of 
flute music), possibly the 
first Indian woman flautist to 
nse to fame, though there 
were others before and after 
, perhaps bestowed with ta¬ 
lent but lacking dedication 
that marks a true profes¬ 
sional. 

T.R. Navaneetham has 
been performing, flute in 
hand, ever since her first 
recit^. In the early fifties, 
she performed a duet with a 
maestro like Pannalal Ghosh 
at the Delhi station of All 
India Radio. She played a 
pallavi m Kambodhi, set to 
triputataal. Ghosh rendered 
the Hindustani touch to her 
Carnatic style. Today, 


Black-belt 

Gatecrashers 

Japan last week orgamsed 
J the women's international 
karate competition. All went 
well till the identification 
cards were prepared. It was 
discovered only then, 
according to a report in the 
Asahi Shimban, that Pakis¬ 
tan (who else!) had entered 
a 16-member team, all male, 
for the meet. Not a single 
Pakistani contestant was a 
woman. The Japanese, of 
course, in their usual, mild 
fashion, sunply said they 
were perplexed by this “un¬ 
usual” entry. But probably 
the japs are unaware that 
Pakistan holds the world re¬ 
cord for keeping the status 
of its women at zero point, 
or they wouldn’t be so puz¬ 
zled! 



countless concerts later (she 
performed recently in Bom¬ 
bay for the Vashi Gana Kala 
Mwdir) she still refers to 
that duet as the most 
memora^e in her career. 

The very picture of con¬ 
centration on stage, the 
cheerful flautist recounts her 
success without fuss. Initi¬ 
ated into music (although 
she started off traditionally 
enough, as a dancer) by 
Perunchen Muthupillai, she 
had an impressive list of 
gurus since them She taught 





flute music first at Tirupathi 
Music College and subse¬ 
quently at the Government 
Music College, where she 
breathed new life into the 
near-defunct flute depart¬ 
ment. In recognition of her 
contribution, the Tamil Nadu 
government bestowed the 
Kalaimamani award on her in 
1969. But honours apart, the 
precision of rhythm which 
marks her execution of the 
flute not only belies her age 
but speaks of an artistry that 
is both beautiful and rare. 


Setting 

Priorities 

S peaking of sportswomen, 
one' must laud the New 
Zekland women’s water]wlo 
goalie, Debbie Somertille. 
Debbie is heading for the 
Missionaries of Charity in 
Calcutta with the intention of 
training with Mother Tere¬ 
sa. She dropped out of her 
nationai team this week be¬ 
cause she said: "It’s time to 
get my priorities right I 
need to get a career behind 
me, I wasn’t ready moti¬ 
vated anyway!" With 30 
matches behind her, the 
Kiwis’ loss of a veteran 
goalie will be .a gain for 
suffering humanity, anyway. 

And in the long run, Debbie 
win be, as they say, richer 
by far. 


Sudlpta Bhattacharjee 
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Bom in a zamindar family of 
T^jhat in Rangpur district (now 
in Bangladesh) in 1899, re¬ 
nowned painter and sculptor 
Devi Prosad Roy Chowdhury 
had his schooling in Calcutta’s 
Khelat Chandra Institution and 
lat^ at Mitra Institution. His 
artistic talents blossomed 
under the able guidance of 
Abanindranath Tagore. He 
learnt life drawing and portrai¬ 
ture in awstem techniques 
from Italian painter Bdess. 
Abanindranath gave absolute 
freedom to his students which 
largely helped Roy ChowcDiury 
to ev(^e his own st^. Soon 
he began to teach at the Indian 
Society of Oriental Art 
However, Roy Chowdhury 
is better known as a sculptor. 
Early in his life, he worked 


Iff 





under noted sculptor Hiran- 
moy Roy Choudhury from 
whom he learnt to ‘build in’ 
rather than 'carve in’, and was 
greatly influenced by Rodin 
and B^delle. Gradually he 
aune to occupy a leading posi¬ 
tion among the painters and 
sculptors of his time. His 
paintings were reproduced in 
The Modem Review, Prabasi, 
the Studio (London) md the 
Studio Intematioaai, USA. In 
1939, he was ai^rointed super¬ 
intendent (later redesignated 
as ptindpal) of the Govern¬ 
ment School of Art, Madras. 

During the three decades that 
he spent there, he did some 
outstanding works in painting 
and acu^ture. His portrait of 
Tagore is a unique cubistic 


work with a rare scuh>tures- 
que quality. Among his works 
done in Madras mention may 
be made of Green and Gold, 
After the Storm, Nirvana, The 
Palace Doll, Dur^ Pt^a Pro¬ 
cession and Abhisarika. 

Roy Chowdhury’s forte was 
casting rather than carving. 
Among the celebrities who 
posed for their portraits or 
monumental statues were 
Kumaraswami Shastri, Lord 
Erskine, SirG.T. Boag, Sir 
George Stanley, Sir Archibald 
Campbell, SirH.G. Stokes, 
and ^ Maharajas of Jeypore, 
Tranvancore arid (Cochin. His 
magnum opus is the colossal 
version of Martyrs'Memorial, 
assigned by Jawaharlal Nehru. 
His works are included in the 


GJts'Cj to 


collections of the National Gal¬ 
lery of Modren Art, New De¬ 
lhi, Salar Jung Museum, 
Hyderabad and in various 
museums abroad. 

Roy Chowdhury was hon¬ 
oured with an MBE by the 
British government and in 
1958 with the Padma Bhushan 
by the Union government. In 
1953, he was nominated the 
first chairman of Lalit Kala 
Akademi. He was also elected 
president and director of the 
Unesco Art Seminar in Tokyo. 
He was awarded D.Litt (hmi- 
oris causa) by Rabindra Bhar- 
ati Umversity. 

The sketch above shows his 
studio-cum-residence at 63, 
Sambhunath Pandit Street in 
Bhowanipore, south Calcutta. 
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CAN INDIA EVER MAKE 


O h yes, India most definitely can 
make it to the World Cup finals, but 
do we have it in us to translate that 
'can' to 'will? Football is a game all right 
and there have been wizards with the' 
ball, but (here can’t be a magic that can 
propel an individual or a team to the top or 
the top bracket. Football, like all other 
sports, is also a science that is based on 
logical steps emanating from research, 
planning and practice. 

Indian football at the moment is closer 
to the zero mark. To get to the World Cup 
finals we have to set ourselves a definite 
target, somewhere nearer six or seven on 
a scale of ten. We have lost a lot of time. 
Into the fifth decade after Independence, 
and only recently we have started getting 
encouragement from the government, 
through the Sports Authority of India. 
Before this there was little or no effort for 
a national sports movement. Even if you 
do not agree with the regimentetion that 
made Eastern Europe a powerhouse in 
sports there is South Korea closer to us to 
^ve home the point. Yet it is useless to 
just sit back and blame the government for 
not having formulated a plan for sports 
excellence. 

There has been a deterioration in the 
standard of Indian football, but it is not the 
only sport to be so affected. In relative 
terms the general standard of Indian sport 
has fallen. (I acknowledge that there have 
been some eminent exceptions, but those 
have been more individual in nature.) 

We need not compare Indian frxitball to 
what we have been seeing over the last 
month in Italy. We will limit ourselves to 
assessing if India can make it to the World 
Cup finals. And how. India need not be 
worldbeaters to qualify for the finals, but 
surely we must be one of two best teams 
in Asia. That’s how South Korea and tlw 
United Arab Emirates went to Italy. 

Just as in economic development, where 
infrastructural bottlenecks and attitudinal 
problems are the real impediments, in 
spo^ too there are geographical, cultural 
and economic elements at pby which often 
override the purely sporting factor. Foot¬ 
ball has two basic asF^s to it: talent and 
physKal ability. This talent is hoixed to skill 
and the ph)rsical ability provides the power 
on which the skill plays; the relationship 
between an electric bulb and electricity. 
Put differently, football is based on the 4S 
principle of strength, speed, stamina and 
skill. Add to that a touch of spirit and you 
have the basic recipe for the sixth S—■ 
success. We have a Krishanu Dey in India 
whose ball touch, passing ability and foot¬ 
ball sense is of the highest order. But the 


Now that the excitement 
of Italia'90 has died 
down, it is time to sit back 


step to the top, feels 

mdipChaudhury 


I difference between the Krishnu Deys of 
the world and the Viallis and Matthaeuses 
is the triple S of streng^, speed and 
stamina. Maybe today the likes of Krisha¬ 
nu Dey are on the wane in India—unlike 
the seventies when we abounded in play¬ 
ers like Subhas Bhowmick (someone bles¬ 
sed with more dash than the ordinary 
Indian), Sudhir Karmakar, Habib, (^autam 
Sarkar and Nayeemuddin, to name a few. 
But even with such talented players, we 
slipped down the ladder of Asian football. 

The British brought the game to India in 
order to entertain. There was no planning, 
leave alone scientific thinking, to get the 
game really going in the country. Playing 
against the stronger, better Britishers, 
locals managed to attain a decent level. 
There was another thing playing alongside 
football when the Ind^ns took on the 
British on more equal terms (even then 
the foreigners being more equal than the 
natives) in the pre-Independence days. 
With motivation, physical ability was 
often overridden by homespun skill or 
sometimes physical ability developed to be 
Gautam Sarkar: Couldn’t stop 
the decline 







Krishanu Dey (left); Skill without stamina 

able to counter the foes. That is what took 
India to the top at the first Asian Games in 
1951, a place we struggled to hold and 
then relinquished almost for good following 
the last gold in Jakarta in 1962. Ir^ were 
the other top team then with the east and 
south-east Asian teams still on the fringe. 

Across the continent to the west, the 
Arabs were getting their first touch of 
football. Iran have fallen mainly because of 
their uncertain political climate. The Ko¬ 
reans and the Chinese in the east and the 
West Asian countries have shared the 
spoils. On the world stage, the Asian 
powers have reduced the four-five goal 
difference and got it down to one or two 
(the UAE’s bigger margins of defeat 
against Yugoslavia and West Germany at 
die *90 finals notwithstanding). In football¬ 
ing terms, India now are at a four-five goal 
disadvantage against top Asian national 
teams. 

How have the Asian toppers reduced 
the gap internationally? We Indians are in 
general a frail people. The West Asians 
started with Ok advantage of having a 
physique closer to the Europeans and 



IT TO THE WORLD CUP? 



they are 19-year-olds—and yet to dehver. 
f Maybe 16 was too late, a better age would 
m have been eight to 11 Europe and Latin 
I America in have nurseries for eight- 
I year-olds 

I For a country as diverse as India there 
' cannot be one set plan for developing 
football We should divide the regions into 
two schools of play North India, Mahar 
shtra and Goa are closer to the European 
gharana and the south and east to the 
Latin American They have to be nurtured 
separately and according to their needs 
When we are talking m terms of foreign 
coaches, a Latin Amencan could be sent to 
Puqiab to teach them the finer points and a 
European to Bengal to toughen them up 
An everyday example would illustrate 
my point about regional diversity Roll the 
b^ to a boy firom Bengal or Kerala and he 
will balance it a couple of times before 
returning it Throw it to a kid from north 
India and he will bang bark the return 
Again there is the economic and the 
invisible fiictor at play In Punjab an 
aspuing sportsman v^ first want to be a 
Prithqial Singh or a Milkha Singh before he 
tnes to copy Inder Sinf^i By the time he 
finds out he hac a knack for football he 
a, Inder Singh: A 
rare breed 


Latin Americans than the rest of the 
.Asians The Koreans and Chinese are 
sturdier than the Indians though they 
started on a height disadvantage 
But take the average 
height of the comparatively 
smaller people of the east now 
making It to their national grade 
They have a minimum two-inch 
advantage over the Indian nation- 
al players to add to their 10 kg weight™ 
advantage In fact, the Koreans and 
Chinese have programmed their sports 
policy that way 

In India we possess some of the finer 
points of soccer, like skill, though we may 
be not better than the rest of the Asians 
But what of a programme’ The Tata 
Football Academy, the only one of its kind 
m the country, has been functxining fori 
three years now with two former footbal-J 
lers (until recently only one) of unques-fl 
tionable competence at the helm It 
started with Ifi-year-dds They U 
were given the best environment 
possible and were even assured 
of a future But now 
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could be around 18 and by then has lost 
the flexiblity of his shoulders so essential 
for a footb^er In Bengal a young boy is 
more likely to try his luck with the ball 
than any other sporting implement—it 
offers him the best sporting future 
The other m^or area to be considered 
m Indian football is the eating habit, again 
decided by geography, culture and reli¬ 
gion rhere is an awfully low protein 
content m the Indian diet, more often due 
to tradition than poverty Then there is 
the attitudinal block We are not a fitness 
consaous people We are basically made 
sportslovers, not sportsmen Nowadays 
the children who have access to facilities 
would rather pick up a cricket bat or tennis 
racket than take to the poor man's sport 
that football is A footballer does not have 
that status m society 
By developing power where there is 
power and blending basic skill with it 
systematically could be the best bet for 
Indian footbil in the immediate future, 
even if most of the Bengal players get 
overlooked in the process After all. Mara¬ 
dona s skill shows only when he has the 
strength to shrug off the many defenders 
who spare no effort to put the spaiuier of a 
foot m his artistic works Why go that far, 
how much of Bengal's ball play has beeh 
seen when it has come up against the 
hard tacklmg long ball play of the tougher 
Indians’ Here again we must not make the 
mistake that I think the West Asians have 
made By bringing successive coaches 
from Latin America, teams like UAE have 
tried to copy Brazilian 
k football when they are built the 
European way They mayiinaguie 
^ their physique to be closer to the 
Latin Americans, but West Asians like 
Europeans do not have the inherent sup¬ 
pleness that an Argentine or Brazilian has 
I'm talking about the muscles, especially in 
the tegs, which can always be streng¬ 
thened but never conditioned to be more 
supple beyond a point That, I suppose, is 
a birthnght of the South Americans 
We are really talking about India getting 
to the World Cup finals, and not on how 
they fare once they are there And there is 
no reason to believe that bettter manage¬ 
ment and plannmg cannot get us through 
the Asian rounds But for that please let us 
not sit back and sigh that 800 million 
Indians cannot produce one Olympic med¬ 
al Apart from the futility of such hopeless¬ 
ness there is a big numerical mistake in 
that statement When we talk of India, 
we only have urban India m mind, 
and again just a fraction of urban 
India ■ 
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- RIES 

March 21—Aprt ag 

The personal and 

- professional trends 

now converge and also dash, 
and therefore tact, timing and 
understanding wHI be required 
Romance will be hot and heavy 
as the moon conjuncts your 
planet. Mars Money will pour In 
Travel Is more than a possibility 
Health matters require your 
attention 

~7j[[^ AURUS 

■ Aphl 21—May 20 

* Expenses will sky- 

- rocket Journeys and 

collaborations are foretold July 
16*19 will be eventful Romance 
Is certainly the area where you 
score Thanks to Venus deals 
and transactions will come 
through Look after your health 
dangers of operation and acci¬ 
dent are there Childbirth, re¬ 
novation and house-warming are 
round the comer 

SI EMINI 

■ May 21—Juna 20 

Friends, wellwlshers 

-^ and supporters will 

help you In various ways Do not 
worry needlessly Walt a week or 
two for money to flow In Deals 
and contracts will be signed 
then In romance, your heart will 
hum and your bo^ will IhrumI 
Get your travel-kit ready Hedth 
shows a marked Improvemwit 

“JSj ANCER 

■ ^ Juna 21-^uly 20 

Work and rewards for 
- crabe It Is time to sal¬ 
ly forth and take a few rwks If you 
want to This week promises an 
exciting romance, the next week 
even better Your hard work ecv 
suras money and assignments 
The next week is Important tor 
travel, but n could very well be¬ 
gin now Take tima off to relax 
There Is no serious health prob¬ 
lem at present 

T1 “ 

■ . July 21—AueuM 2^ 

Travel, trade, sales, 

- 1 collaborations and 

deals are favourably signiflod as 
Mercury transits In your sign, 
according to Western astrology 
Those In Import-export, finance, 
sales, distribution and manage¬ 
ment do an excellent job of It In 
romance, you will sing, dance, 
act and charm your way through 
Ceremonies, meets, confer¬ 
ences and functions propel you 
Into a trip No major health has¬ 
sles are Indicated 







IRGO 

m' Augud 22—S«pt 22 

Funds, loans, trans- 

- actions, mortgage 

and security will keep you mighty 
busy Shifto and transfers are 
probable The Sun-Jupiter con¬ 
junction signifies scope for ex¬ 
pansion, promotion and prog¬ 
ress You will have the satisfac¬ 
tion of requited love and thus be 
happy 


BIRTHDAYS 


July IS 

Sun eot »in oflen Jupitor; WhHe 
you heM* lucfcy breaks the going 
iriiy notbe •• il tea sa n t as you 
aapa oL 6 la beet to heap on mak¬ 
ing audMnad afioita and not rest 
on your laureia,, Romanoe 
blQom Out marrlPBe may have a 
leaf poeer6 and ne^rd a tot of 
flMng. 

JiiiylS 

Moon ooftliinoiton Marei'TliiB 
donlundkin alvM wou dad dnd 
go, «td helpe you to decide and 
fflwo frtonde. You viM daralTar 
up tha eodal laddar. Eapeot 
pfomodon, derke. ohangae In 
praparw and ntdat aartfirito a 
Mtor MMlyle> Ttie heart toll be 
a hunter. 

July 17 

Moon eeiditoo Sun; Yotr bopu- 
torNy eoare and to ooae your 
inoonta. Lovo Invitoe you and 
you wV Snd tt tope^t fe to. For 
aofno or you, a toiah luMment la 
Indicated. Therefore,'work 
dWgendy and meihodioify. Take 

V vMflnOPPk 

July 18 

Moon aexM» Manuy: Be dW* 










n IBRA 

. 9apl23—Oct22 

There will be con- 

■- aiderable opposition 

to your plans, but you will hurdle 
over it, enjoy yourself, have 
sparkling company and make re¬ 
markable progress In your work 
The mid-week Is ideal for loans, 
funds, new ventures and enter¬ 
prises The moon's last quarter 
guarantees an sxdtlng romance 


creel and even aeoetlve If you 
wleh 10 gel more ndtoage. Jour¬ 
ney wW prove lucky and event¬ 
ful. Uatoen, tendetvoue, ealea, 
oomMaaton and pubNcMy tM tha 
outatandtog laaiuraa of tfia yaar. 
A yaw to tova and ba lovad- 

July 19 

Moon aaniFsexlila Juphar Yoj 
wtt have dia inttlailve tael to 
talto eto a 8 cointoa Jountiuino 

ooww w w w n p n ww 

MCI fortuni. EPPet^Mi. 

AahM Aito 

BflO 

Jithi ^ 

Mam odobMIon 

aata ao w ontoeM^M^ yoq, 
conia.,lhto a battor pnoaa atotr 
Augm tS. Hatottt •MattMi^ 

u Ww wPPWBm IrW 

cirtinayMhaatq^arWig.Qto'’ 

ffMi Mionv niiJDh. 

swi^a ^^ra^asy sssa^raitoe* 

July 21 

Sun oppoaiuon Saturn: CMp 
away at obatoeiaa. thiacouto ba 
a dmtauii year In tot oanaa tbai 
ehangaa and 

iMMl. at judoii ¥Oi# 

ibMto to fo* wbh ihtpuitoMai 
iCto tha pgaithw abtoMihore 

nWWf 00^199 ' 


CORPIO 

Ool23-Nov20 

A job-hop, focus 01 

L - work, promotion am 

perks, and relationships witi 
subordinates and colleagues an 
the week's main trends Man 
opposes your sun sign, makinj 
for spills and thrills In romance 
July 16 and 17 are Ideal fo 
visits, interviews and confer 
ences, and that may require i 
trip Immigration la possible, if S( 
interested Le^ to relax anr 
anjoy a bit if worn tires you out 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Dm 20 

Children, hobbles 

- entertainment anc 

creative pursuits keep yoi 
mighty busy Collaborations anc 
knowhow will excite you Invest 
menta, funds, securities, loant 
and property are the araas tha 
araactivatad Careerwiseyoudc 
wall There will be anougf 
romantic activities for you The 
next 45 days are Important toi 
travel, perhaps mors than yoi 
expect Visitors might drop in 

APRICORN 

^ The home and famllj 

L--- take on an extra sig 

nificanca, expenses mount, Jult 
16-18 prove memorable anc 
love b^ons you Thanks tc 
Mercury, new outlets tor Income 
open out splendldlV Romance 
will be bitter-sweet,but attach¬ 
ment Is the name of the game 
Travel Is more than a possibility 

QUARIUS 

Jan20-Fob18 

Contracts, com- 

- municatlon, contacts, 

trips, ties and a possible job offei 
ate the highlights of the week In 
romance, your heart throbs to 
hla/her heartbeat You will mael 
people who can boost your 
career prospects Commuting, 
oorrespondenoa and plana for a 
holiday are Indicated 

- ISCES 

n«b1»-March20 

Buying, selling, shop- 
- pirig. Investing, had¬ 
ing, brokerage end certainly hob- 
biea and chfldrsn consume your 
time and talent After a slow and 
hesitant atart, you will score on 
the financial frontier Sweet 
memories, nostalgia and love 
knocking at your door oonatitute 
the romantic front The stars 
favour travel after a week, but 
July 16-20 also Impel you to 
move. 
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Inside the Lepcha Museum, Kalimpong 


I n 1865 the Bntish visited ity are Buddhists and Chnst- tist Mission Press, CaJcutta in point of the bamboo arrow is 

their newly gained tern- lans the second half of the 19th painted with the deadly poison 

tory—an extension of the The Lepcha Association was century of the purple aconite 

already acquired Daneeling formed m Kalimpong in 1925 A model of a Lepcha house The highlight of the exhibits 

area and found Kalimpong well before the awakening of is mteresting in that no nails is the Ban pok or iiuilti 

spdisely uihabited by a lesser ethnic groups And now, are used in its wood and bam purpose knife that belonged to 

known Himalayan tribe These Kalimpong’s first and only boo construcbon It is built on Gaybo Athuk, the last great 

gentle people are called Lep- museum, started in 1988, is an wooden stilts that rest on indi Lepcha leader He was bet 

chas or Kong folk They are answer to their search to pre- vidual cu-cular stones rayed and assassinated by the 

the children of Fudong-thmg serve their tribal life for post Wooden stnng instruments Bhutanese m 1754 
and Nazong Nyu, the first man enty played with a bow or pluck The museum has been built 

and woman who disobeyed A 10-minute walk on the ed -the Stsang and fangbuk by the Government of West 

their Mother Creator Itbu- Bagdhara Road to the south of and a double flute, the Nibryak Bengal on land leased fi'om the 

moo the Meta Ground leads to the Piet accompany the melodious Lepcha monastery On Ue 

Mayel Lang, at the base of Lepcha Museum in Bong Bas- Lepcha songs and dances A cember 20 each year, the 

Mount Kanchenjunga , was ti The exhibits at the museum Lepcha song book and casset anniversary of Gaybo Achuk’s 

the sacred land of their ances are few at present but create a te of folk songs by Sonam birth, Lepcha songs and dance 

tors It extended across Sik- curiosity about this "vanishing Tshenng and his wife are avail- and archery competitons are 

kim, eastern Nepal, the Dar- tribe” Some of the Lepcha able . held at the museum site 

jeeling district and part of Bhu- Dhatma Shastras are on view 'Die forest that provides all Visitors should not be deL''r 

tan The Lepchas were dnven Another group of Lepcha tradi- their needs is most precious to red by the padlock on the 

southwards by hostile immig- tional books include the lepchas The dried plants, door The Lama in the adjoin 

rants Their ancient traditions Karamjan, describing life after both edible and medicinal, are mg monastery will open up the 

and customs have been diluted death It is read at funerals yc“t to be labelled 1 he multi museum and be a guide Entr 
by mtermingling with the peo- The script is probably a use of the bamboo is displayed ance is free 

pie ^m these regions and denvation from the Tibetan It m different household items Jaya Chaliha and 

frcwn Tibet Today the major- was standardised by the Bap- and bows and arrows The Bunny Gupta 
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E arly in the tnomuiK as the tity’s 
notonous red-bght distnet in Bow 
bazar settles down to sleep, a group 
of men leave their homes and start 
sweeping the area’s dusty streets in a 
never-ending search for a livmg and niavbe 
a fortune 

Bowbazar is a remarkably colourful 
place. Its muJtifacted activities giving it an 
almost exotic air On the one hand, its 
notoriety as one of the largest and oldest 
centres of flesh trade in this region has by 
now travelled far and wide On the other is 
Its long-standing fame as a great jewellery 
market 

And most interestingly for two com¬ 
pletely different and curious reasons the 
dust that lies all over this sprawluig central 



Calcutta market is highly valuable 
There is an ancient Hindu belief that 
when a man enters a brothel, he leaves the 
best part of his being on its threshold All 
the qualities, the gifts that God has en 
dowed him with And the dust that 
accumulates on the thresholds and streets 
alongside, with the passing of time, be¬ 
comes nch with an enormous reserve of 
human energy and quality With the arrival 
of autumn. Brahmin pnests gather the dust 
from the prosbtutes’ doorsteps with meti i 
culous care to offer it to Goddess Durga, m e 
a gesture of acknowledgement for all that ^ 
nature has bestowed on mankind 
The dust of Bowbazar is precious for yet 
another reason It contauis in small, almost 
microscopic particles, one of the most 
valuable metals on earth—gold And the 
most familiar sight that one comes across 
everyday on these serpentine roads and 
lanes of Bowbazar would unmistakably 
resemble your image of a gold ru^ 
Armed with brooms, sieves and alumi¬ 
nium bowls, a group of men, ui tatteicd 
clothes scour the narrow streets outside 
the dozens of jewellery workshops operat¬ 
ing in Bowbazar, alongside die area’s 
poorly paid prostitutes 
They are the gold sweepers, who be¬ 
long to the Neyara community, mostly 
Muslims from the north who came to 
India’s largest city a century ago in search 
of work 1 hey found it on the streets of 
Bowbazar searching for tiny specks of 
gold wafted into the dust by the wmd or 
earned on the clothes of passing |p)ld- 
smiths 

Here in the laneS you migl^ meet a man 
called Abu Mohammad, jmr since Ins 
childhood, all that be hlinterd sbptft hiS 
lineage and fam^y was btber sodj 


grandfather earned then- living just the 
same way as he does Everyday at the 
crack of dawn, Abu Mohammad leaves his 
home on the outskirts of this bustling 
metropohs to join 300 other people on their 
daily quest for hvelihood And by midday 
the entire stretch of the jewellery market 
IS dotted with small heaps of dust which 
are later carefully earned off in large gunny 
bags to a processing centre, where the 
gold IS chemically extracted from the dust 
The gold IS then sold to the goldsmiths 
who buy It back at pnees cheaper than 
market rates 

“For generations my family has been 
domg this,” says Abu Mohammad as he set 
out on his painstaking task "I quite erijoy 
the work, with its element of luck It’s a 






back-breaking job but don’t think we do it 
just for the sake of earning our bread Gold 
has a certain magic about it And it is this 
spell that has made us choose this strange 
way of eammg our hvelihood ” 

^ it the blazmg summer sun or the 
nagging monsoon, it is that civnn that 
keeps the Neyaras gomg, haunted con¬ 
stantly by the vision that all the dust lying 


on this road contains gold—in small nut 
robtopit particles—all over the place 
"With some hard work and efforts we tan 
just make our livmg, perhaps some day a 
fortune," Abu Mohammad with strange 
glow of hope glimmering in his eyes 

Ihe source of this enormous and ion 
tinuous flow of gold obviously is the 
jewellerv shops and goldsmiths work 
shops that line the market When the 
goldsmiths are at work minustule parti 
ties of gold stick to their bodies and 
clothes And when they tome out on Ihe 
road for a tup of tea or just to stretch tht ir 
bmbs taking time off from the sweltenng 
heat of their workshops, the gold particles 
drop and dissolve into the dust 

"You may think the amount of gold 


There is gold to be found 
on the streets of 

Bowbazar. Red gold._ 

Suprakash Ghoshal met a 
community that makes a 
living out of sweeping 
it up 



escaping this way must be tuiy But when 
hundreds of goldsmiths pass this way it's 
not," says layeb All, who has been in the 
gold-sweeping busmess for 60 years, and 
often made a small fortune Ihe pickings 
are the richest in the run up to the Hindu 
festivals or months considered auspicious 
for marriages when a lot of gold jewellery 
is prepared for sale as gifts 

“Sometimes we make as much as Ks 
3,000 m a week during the festivals, says 
Tayeb Ah, though he admits that much of 
the time the work yields precious little 
But boredom never sets m disenchant 
ment never drives the Neyaras away from 
then age-old profession For like Hussain 
Mohammed, many of the Neyaras have an 
optimistic view of things, based on their 
own sound logic 

Says Hussain Mohammed. Look sa/ub, 
no matter if you are rich or poor 

the lure of gold is nresisUble Some 
day you have to come here to these 
jewellery shops for the sake of someone 
Such IS man’s addiction to this shining 
metal that this gold mart will last forever 
And with It, we the Neyaras ” 

F or the Neyaras the addiction passes on 
from generation to generation The 
Neyaras came to Calcutta in search of food 


and work The community stuck together 
through all then hardship and the mam 
reason that they could do so was this 
addiction to gold The first day the young 
Neyara is brought to work and initiated to 
this strange life, the gbtter of shimmering 
gold m the goldsmiths' meltmg pots casts a 
strange spell on his mmd, and there it 
lingers for the rest of his life 

I he Neyaras are initiated to this lifelong 
quest at an early age At 10 or 12 the 
young Neyara starts creepmg out of his 
shanty pre-dawn darkness still hovering 
above the city’s deserted thoroughfares, 
and joins the elders in then long march 
towaid the golden mart as if drawn 
inexorably by a mesmeric force towards an 
uncertam almost unreal future 

On reaclung then timeless, almost inex 
haustible goWmme, he watches his elders 
sweep every ntxik and comer of the broad 
thoroughfare, the narrow serpentine 
lanes, even the tram tracks, now cold and 
quiet in the drowsy calm of these wee 
hours 

I he young Neyara picks up a brush, 
with long handle and hard steely bnstles 
and joins his clan a group of relentless men 
gropmg about m the half hght for nch 
pickings 

But then nature often interferes, shat 
tenng the Neyaras hopes, man's greed 
too helps to exploit the hapless fortune 
seekers throughout the long naggmg 
monsoon, the Neyaras helplessly watch 
then gold getting washed away in the 
persistent ram, "1 he heavy monsoons are 
the worst for us All the gold dust gets 
washed away and we can do nothing about 
It " laments Nasir Ahmed 

But patiently they wait enslaved by 
then adchction though they arc constantly 
aware that even after the monsiKin the 
middlemen will come to take away a 
substantial jxjrtion of their hard earned 
cash a slue of their long cherished 
dreams 

I'oi the priKessing and the sellmg of 
the gold we often have to depend on these 
da/a/s who take away our gold at cheaper 
rates and then sell them to the shop 
owners at higher pnees says Nasn 
Ahmed ‘They ve got the money the 
facilities and the contacts So, we suffer 
just as all poor people suffer Maybe this 
is the price we pay for our survival —for 
the nasfra 

So the dream lives on Despite all the 
hardships the passion endures 1 he 
mesmerised Neyara waits for the rams to 
go, the middleman to take his pound ol 
flesh and then once again returns to his 
work, pursumg a golden gleam that only he 
can notice twmkling m the Bowbazar dust 
As layeb All says wistfully ‘I have this 
constant dream of a road full of gold waitmg 
for me Maybe someday I’ll find that road 
and buy a car ■ 
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of earth's di^^^e apart 
But the sfffeadmg centres that lie off the 
Horn df Africa extrude their new crust as 
the Arabian i^te moves awSy from Africa 
and coides with Eurasia. 

Usuafly these processes occur under tlK 
ocean. But coastal mountains seal this 
part of the Akr from Red Sea waters. 
Thus Djibouti offers the unoaupi 1^- 
nomenon of oceanic crust beff^ extni^ 
as dry land. "As such, Djibouti is AoKi’^ 
Dstest-growing nation," geologist Alkl» 
Ab dallah teBs Stager. "We are expanding 
several eentimetres a decade." 
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cauliflowers knobble the shoreline For 
centimes these deposits have drawn the 
Afar nomads They pile their camels high 
with salt, which they sell to the tribes of 
the nearby Ethiopian Highlands 
“How do the nomads do it’” wondered 
photographer Chns Johns, who accompa¬ 
nied Stager “The average human couldn’t 
survive here, let alone work ’ 

“ Fhe Afar are a tough, resourceful and 
fiercely independent people who nurture 
their reputation for collecting human testi¬ 
cles as trophies,” Stager writes 

A t Lake Abbe on the Djibouti Ethiopia 
border, a forest of cream coloured 
spires, some nearly 1(X) feet high, rises 
from the land Hot springs have built these 
corneal deposits over the ages Meanwhile, 
cbniate change has forced the lake's re 
treat from the springs Today Abbe faces 
total dessication 

Abbe IS fed by the Awash River, which 
flows north from the Ethiopian Highlands 
Ethiopian farmers are now diverting the 
Awash for irrigation, and the lake loses 
more water than it gams The Afar nomads 
are losing the largest water hole in the 
desert 

Some ISS miles up the Awash from 
Lake Abbe, at a place m Ethiopia called 
Hadar, nver erosion has exposed the site 
where one of the earliest known hommids 
walked between three million and four 
million years ago, when the climate was 
more hospitable Here anthropologist 
Donald Johanson found the famous fossil 
Lucy 

Long before 1 ucy heat from the earth s 
mantle bowed the crust like a great dome, 
Iiftmg Ethiopia s Highlands Ihe dome 
eventually cracked, which formed the 300 
mile long trough of the rift zone in 
Ethiopia Magma later rose up m a senes 
of volcanoes from the Afar ln<ingle to 
Tanzania 

Although plagued in recent years by 
drought, the moist, cool highlands are 
normally an agncultural island m a desert 
sea I he highlands feed great nvers with 
then* rams A lake much larger than Assal 
or Abbe bears the name of the nomadic 
people along its shore- Lake Turkana in 
northern Kenya lurkana, like the Afar 
Triangle to the north and Olduvai («orge to 
the south, holds a nch lode of information 
about the early stages of human evolution 
At Olduvai (jeorge Louis and Marv Leakey 
discovered many important hommid fos 
sils 

On the western shore of Turkana their 
son, anthropologist Richard I^akey, and 
his associates excavate fossils of homo 
erectus, a predecessor of homo sapiens, 
modem humans Across the lake lie the 
nch fossil deposits of Koobi Fora 
Turkana is shrinking Some blame 
Ethiopian irrigation schemes that divert 
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All Inlormatlon glvm 
on Hioto pagos It aceii- 
rata at tita tima o1 
going to proas. 


• Appu Raja: Majestn (Kdfi 
Ahmed Kidwai Koad 

Srcje (Bidhan haraiu 'i'jl'ilS) Uj 
Jdia (Kussa Koad 47H<)6b)—4 
shows 

An unusual film on the life of a 
three foot dwarf Appu and the 
SIX foot Raja, the title roles .ire 
played by K,inial llas.ian The film 
IS directed by Singeetam Snnivasa 
Kao and the music is by Ilaiyaraja 

• Dil: Metro (ChownnKhee Koad, 
280141), Lotus (S N Banerjee 
Koad, 242664), Menoka (Sarat 
Chatterjee Avenue. 410417), 

Sunny Deol in Ghayal 







Aamlr Khan and Juhl Chawla in Turn Mere Ho 




(jrace (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
J11090), Mitra (Bidhan Sarani, 
5511J3) Indua (Indra Roy Road, 
471757)—4 shows 

Directed by Indra Kumar and 
with music by Anand Milind, the 
film stars Aamir Khan, Madhun 
Duot and Anupam Kher 

• Ghayal: Orient (Bentinck 
Street, 281917), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road. 244822), 
Moonlight (T C Dutta Street. 
254956), Basusree (SP Mukhcr 
jee Road, 484808), Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street, 
552270), Jagat (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road, 365108) Bina 
(Bidhan Sarani .111522) -4 
shows. Gem (Acharya Jagadish 
Chandra Bose Road 249828) 
Alochhaya (Beliaghata Mam Road, 
355059), Madhuban (Regent 
Park)- 1 shows 

Sunny Deol and Meenakshi 
Seshadn are the lead ,nii f^so 
starring are Amnsh Pun. Mou .hu- 
mi Chatteoee. Om Pun. Raj bsb 
bar, Kuibhushan Kharbanda, Shafi 
Inamdar and Annu Kapoor The 
film IS directed by Rajkumar San 
toshi and the music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

• Maine Pyar Klya: Elite (S N 
Banerjee Road 241383)—10 45. 
2 IS 5 30, 9 

A silver jubilee hit, this teeny- 
boppers' love story stars Salman 
Khan and debutante Bhagyashree 
The film is directed by Sooraj R 
Barjatiya and the music is by 
Raamlaxman 

• Muqaddar Ka Badshaah; 

Opera (Lemn Sarani, 281849), 
Uttara (Bidhan Sarani, 552200), 


Kalika (Sadananda Road, 
478141)—4 shows 

Dvected by T Rama Rao and 
with music by Viju Shah, the film 
stars Vinod Khanna, Vijay Shanti, 
Shabana Azmi, Amnsh Pun, Kader 
Khan, Anupam Kher and Asrani 

• Naya Khoon: Roxy (Chowr- 

mghee Place. 284138), Prabhat 
(Chittaranjan Avenue, 390762). 
Khanna (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road, 552932), Rupab (Asutosh 
Mookerjee Road 474403) 4 

shows 

The duel attractions of this film 
aie Govinda, Mandakini, Gujshan 
Grover and Saeed Jaffrey 

• Turn Mere Ho: Paradise (Ben 
tmek Street, 285442)—12, 3 6. 9 

Aamir Khan andjuhi Chawla are 
the lead pair in this Fahu' Husain 
film whose music is by Anand 
Milmd 


Bengali Eilms 


• Aapan Aamaar Aapan: Mi 

nar (Bidhan Saram, 552753), Bijoli 
(S P Mukheijee Road, 473462), 
Chhabighar (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road. 3,52740)—2 45. 5 .30. 8 15 
Fapas Paul, Prasenjit, Satabdi 
Rov, Soumitra Chatterjee, Sub- 
hendu Chatterjee. Numal Kumar, 
Deepankai De Sanghamitra 
Banerjee. Shakuntala Barua, In- 
dram Dutta and Anup Kumar are 
the pnncipal attractions of this 
Tarun Majumdar film whose music 
IS by R D Burman 

• Badnaam: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani. 558080)—2 30. 5 15, 8, 
Puma (S P Mukherjee Road, 
474567)—2 30, 5 30. 8.15, Prachi 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 





Road; 271282)—2, 5. 7.45. 

Shibu Mittra's maiden Ben^ 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Pnsenjit. Shakti Kapoor, 
Shakuntala Barua. Subhendu Chat- 
teijee and Soumitia Banetjee. The 
music is by Bappi Lahia 

NEW RELEASES 


IIiikIi I iIiiis 


• Jutn: Elite (S.N. Baneijee 
Road; 241383), Hind (Ganesh 
Chandta Avenue; 272473), Naas 
(Lower Chitpur Road; 277273), 
Liberty (Chittaranian Avenue; 
553046), Priya (Rashbehaii Ave¬ 
nue; 464440), Pumasree (Raja Raj 
Kis^ Strwt; 554033), Bharati 
(S.P. Mukherjee Road; 474686), 
Aruna (Mahatma Gamlhi Road; 
359561). 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star¬ 
ring Vinod Khanna, Meenakshi 
Seshadri, Sangeeta Bijiani and Sha- 
fi Inaipdar. The musk is by Rajesh 
Roshan. 

• Laila Majnu: Maiestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road; 242266), 
Krishna (T.C. Dutta Street; 
254956), Uttara (Bidhan Sarani; 
552200>—4 shows; Purabi (Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi Road; 350680)—3 
shows. 


Spici.il 


15 July ODwanU: 4 pm to 8 
pm (except Monday) 

Cttyfife—an exhibition of sketch¬ 
es on Calcutta by R.K Laxman. 

At Birla Acad^y of Art & Cul¬ 
ture (Southern Avcnife; 

IS July; 4 pm; 16 July on* 
warda: 10 am to 8 pm 
An exhibition of paintings by 
Ganesh Chandra Basu 
At Tagore Art Gallery (Calcutta 
Airport) 

18-20 July: 3 pm to 8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings, orga¬ 
nised by Barasat Ait Circte, in the 
New Swth Gallery. 

17 July onwards: 3 pm to 8 

1^ 

A week-long exhibition of paint- 
ingB by Soma Dutta, Aloke Roy 
and Moloy Haider in the West 
(jaDey. 

19 July onwards: 3 pm to 8 

PIB 

A week-long exhibition of ;^t- 
■iga. oriprused by Bangiya Bgnan 
Paiishad, in the North Gallery. 

• A six-day exhibition of paintings 
by Msudev HaUer in the South 
Gallery. 

o A week-long exhibition of art 
and crafts, organised by West 
Ben^ Foundation of Deaf, in the 
New GaOery. 

21 July onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

A 10-day exhibition of paintings 
by Matayaronda in the New South 


Gallery. 

At Academy of Pine Arts 
(Catheihal Road; 284302). 

21 July: 6J0 pm 
Padatfic Dance Circle presents a 
Kathak recital by Rainapraaad 
Chattopadhyay. 

At Mtai Little Theatre (6/7 
Acharya Jagadisb Chandra Bose 
Road; 446087). 


PritiMd h«ra In tti« iwgulmr Imllan AiriinM nclia- 
dula. But th« nehudulu Iim baan curtallad dua to 
tha groundlnfl AIrbua A320 flaot. Pasaati- 
sara ara adtdaad to koap track of announoa- 
manta mada by Indian Alrlinaa in tha prasa. For 
aaalatanca, they may contact 26284B, 26268B. 
2BMe8, 262417, 869433, 869841/2/3/4m and 
669633. 


TRAVEL 


I’L'inos 


NOTE: All arHval and do- 
partura tlmaa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Flguraa In brackota 
danoto tha days, 1 bolnp 
Monday. 


In(crn;iti(iiiiil 


London-DoUd-Calcutta: Air. 

(1) : AI-132/A1-1320 at 1300 
Calcntta-Bombay-London- 
Now York: Dep. (2); Al-101 at 
0240. 

Calcntta-Bombay-Dubai: Dep. 

(2) : AI-101/Al-743at0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Banykok-Calcntta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6); AI-309 at 1935. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Now York: Dep. (6): A1-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6, 

7) ; IC-247 at 1600; Art. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Air. (2, 4, 6, 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutu-Dhaks; Dep. (daily); 
BG-U92 at lUSU and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep. (1.2.3.4.6.7); BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5);BU-098at 1820. 
Dep (1.7): IC-223 at 1340. Dep. 
( 2 .4.61' lC-223 at 1640. 
Dhaka-C^lcutta: Arr. (daily); 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr. (1,2.3.4.6.7)- BG-093 
at 1540. Arr (5); BG-097 at 1740. 
Arr. (1.7)- IC-224 at 1540, Arr. 

(2,4.6)’ lC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutu-Chittagong: Dep. 
(2.5); BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6). 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chlttagong-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 
5); BG-697 at 1330. Arr. (6); 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-PUro: Dep. (2) KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr. (2) KB-IOS at 
0800. 


Do HR''.tic 


Cnlcutu-OelU-Puris-London: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Calcutta-Oplhl-Rome- 
fkmikfnrt: Dep. (7); A1-1651/AI- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-London-Delhl- 
Caleutta: Arr. (7): AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcntta: Arr. (1); A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300 

Moacow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4); SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcuna-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4); SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-Calcutta; Arr. (1. 4); 
RI-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1. 4); R)-181 at 

0830. 

Calcutta-Slngaporc: Dep. (2) : 
S(M16 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Singaporc-CalcutU: Arr. (2) ; 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Air. (5); SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4, 
7); IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3. 6); 
TG-313 at 1240: Dep. (2. 4, 7); 
IC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1. 3. 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6) 1C-843 at 07.55; Dep (6). 
IC-81,i at 08.5.5. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr 

(hi 1C-844 at 111.5. Dep. (6) 
It-844 at 1215 

CalcHtta-Katbmandn: Dep. (l, 


Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7); AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1); Al- 
1320 at 1300; Air. (7); Al-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); AI- 
101 at 0240; Dep. (6); Al-309<«t 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Air, (5); Al- 
306 at 1815. 

ffididn Alramamsmm 


Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700: 
Ait. (daUy); lC-401 at 1135 and 


tr ooA 009^ 


Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1920 and IC-176 at 0845; 
Arr. (daily); lC-274 at 1830 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 


Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily). 
IC-265 at 1700; Arr. (daJv); IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

( 2 . 3 . 4 .5.6.7) ’ IC-271 at 1500; Are. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-272 at 2025,. 
Calcutta-VlMg-Madras: Dep. 

(1.2,4.6); 1C-542 at 0730; Are. 

ir* cdl «« Arr 


lC-541 at 1310. 

(^Icutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-229 at 1250; Are. (daily) : 
IC-230 at 1540. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarii: Dep. 

( 1 . 2 . 3 .4.5.6) : lC-201 at 1130; Are. 

(1.3.5.6) ; IC-202 at 1245. Are. 


(2.4>’ IC-202 at 1500. 

Calcutta • Taxpur - Jorhat - 
Guwahati - Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7): 1C 213 at l«3l): Are. 

(3.5.7): IC-213 at 1540 
^Icutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur; Dep. (1.3..5.6). IC-219 at 
1120: Are (1.3.5.6):lC-220al 1600. 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly)- IC-221 at 1100: Are. (daily): 
1C-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dat- 
Iv); IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep. (3.5.6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (1); lC-243 
at 1400; Are. (dady): IC-242 at 
0900. Are. (2.4): IC-244 at 1600. 
Are. (3.5. 6.7); IC-244 at 1020. 
Are. (1)’ IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Siicbar- Imphal: 
Dep. (dady): IC-2S5 at 0600; Are. 
(dady); IC-256 at 1030. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) ; IC-269 at 1710; Are. 

(3.5.6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : lC-277 at 1745: Are. 

(1.2.7) ; IC-278 at 2215. 
Caicntta-Port Blair: Dep. 
(2.4): IC-285 at 0545 ; Are. (2.4); 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Fart Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1): iC-287 at 
0545; Are. (1); iC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi - Fatna 
Lucknow • Delki: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-410at 0830; Are. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) ; iC-409 at 1510. 


Coleutta-Shlllong-Guwakatl- 
SUchor. Dep. ((b%): PF-701 at 
0940; Are. (daily): PF-702at 1650. 
Calcutta-Coocb Bahor: Dap. 
(2. 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Are. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcntta-Guwahatl-JorlMt- 
Ulabarl-DIbrugarb: Dep. (1, 
3. 5. 7): PF-709/735 at 0615; Arr. 
(1, 3, 5. 7); PF-710(736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-lmphal-Dlmapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Ait. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Caicutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kailaohar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6); PF-729 at 0550; 
Are. (2. 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamshadpur; Dep. 
(1. 3. Sy. PF-717 at 0600; Are. (1, 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-AigartalB: Dep. (1, 3, 
5. 7): PF-729A at 0550: Are. (1. 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
CalcutU-Aiuwl-SIlchar: Dep. 
'dady): PF-705 at 1120; Are. (dai- 
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ly) PF-706atl6l5 
Calcutta-Rourkcla-Raochi: 
Dep (I. 3, 5) PF-7I5 at 0600, 
Anr (1. 3. 5> PF-716 at 1025 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Lilabari- 


Ziro-Daparizo: Dep (2 4. 6) 
PF 721 at 09J0 Arr (2. 4. b) 
PF 722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwahatl- 

Dlbrugarh-Pasaighat-Along: 


Dep (1, 3. 5) PF-72J at 1045 
Ait (1, 3. 5) PF-724 at 1950 

Calcutta-Jamahedpur'Patna: 

Dep (2. 4. 6) PF-725 at 0550 


Arr (2. 4. 6) PF 726 at 1040 

Calcutta>Dhanbad-Gaya 

Patna-Ohanbad-Calcutta 

Dep (1. 3. 5) PF 737 at ObOO 
Arr (1. 3. 5) PF 738 at IlOO 







ARK OANQI NhM anknata, law bMa and ana flali appaar In iMa 
picluia. Hoar quickly can you fc rc a l a all 12 c r aal u raa? 


aSPOT CHECK* At a certain place in the Western 
United States, boundaries of lour states meet Can you 
name the lour states'’ P S Utah is one 

ocuun Pu* moiuv ofman gnn Mine nii 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least an dWer- 
aneaa in dratWig dsia«s b a l araa n lap and boNom panals Hoar 
quickly can you find them? Chack anaarers aiMh those baioar 
MiauitnjatqllMWi a B u a aiui q fuieij s Suiaaui a imm wunpea 
a duMHU a luruo c luaisiMp q laauno t duiaqiu «loqou i memmma 



END i__ 
END f__ 

END 10_ 

end ii_. 


_END 
_ END 
. END 
. END 
. END 


-END IJ_ END 


UXISEENDS 

One dozen six-letter arords ending 
In END are Hated above You are 
aaked to puzzle out the llrst three 
Isttara of each Definitions 

1. Be p raaa n t 

2. CHmb a hill. 

3. Stretch out arms. 

4. Attach. 

6. Hold the fort. 

•. Pay out money. 

7. Otafileaae. 

6. Place trust In. 

5. Plan to do 

10. Ba Imminent. 

11. A dose chum. 

12. Age-oM story 

PS 1—to are verbs, 11 and 12 
are nouns 
No lair peeking 

ovi zi II Oui 01 lut o Mo a so 
ilhaaiqjsiiilyvwaEMvz-qvi 


• SOME CREWI HaN tfw 
worliara of the affloo foroa 
won out to lunch at 12:30. 
Slnco than, 28 have ro- 
tumod and aavan otharo 
hava 9 ono out ao that 
thora ara now twioo aa 
many baeii at worii aa ara 
out to hinoh. 

How many worfcara ara 
In tho oflica forea? 

Hint: Lot X aqual ono* 
haW tha total number. 

atnea aoi -xzpuc'ra-xiuMi'ljr^} 
z • (ai > xluea mmeadiMemixa 



FUNSPOT 






AT BAYI Beware, Htlls llshaa, there's a hungry pelican about Apply 
Uioas colora neatly: Code: 1-Aad. 2-4X bhia. 3—Yellow. 4-4.L 
brown. 8 ri aa h tones. 0—U. groan. 7—Ok. brown. S—Ok. groan. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all tha 
lellors in lha word below to term 
two compldo words 

HEDONIST 


THEN score 2 points each lor all 
words of four leHara or more 
found among Ihe letlars 

Try la scare at least la gatnta. 


































11th OumMoh; Among drug wMIcts, 
wtwt it the iet^rtam habit? (Vikat 
Singh, c/20, Sac-18, Rourlwia-760003, 
Orlaaa.) 

am: a amaii Irraguiar habit of taking 
druga. 


T he question, “What is 
common to the following 
rulers Philip of Macedonia, 
Caligula and William of 
Orange ?" 

comes from J.K Joseph, 
Slligun, who tells us that they 
were all assassinators. 

So we provide some de¬ 
tails 

The wamor king of Mace¬ 
donia, Philip, having alien¬ 
ated his son Alexander and 
his wife Olympias by thre¬ 
atening to wed one of his 
concubines who would pre¬ 
sent him with a “legitimate 
heir," attended a wedding 
feast, jeopardising his life by 
sauntedr^ In front of his 
bodyguards to show his con¬ 
fidence in the people The 
assassin Pausanias raced 


for the )oy it would bring him. 
He once led an enormous 
army to the sea, ordenng his 
befuddled soldiers to “dig for 
shells,” so he could collect 
mussels. 

On January 24, AD 41, 
two colonels in Caligula's 
guard, Chaerea and Sabl- 
nus, who had been constant¬ 


ly ridiculed by the emperor, 
repeatedly stabbed him to 
death, many of the Praeto¬ 
rian Guards gleefully rushing 
forward to redden their 
swords with the blood of the 
monster. “I am still alive!” 
Caligula shouted as he 
squirmed on the marble floor 
of the palace.The soldiers 


then stabbed him into si¬ 
lence. He was 29. 

William of Orange, the 
prince of the Netherlands, 
who vowed to protect Dutch 
citizens accused of heresy 
by the Spanish Inquisition 
and marked for extermina¬ 
tion, was himself ordered 
assassinated, Philip II of 
Spain offering a reward 
equivalent to $1 million to 
any assassin wflo could take 
the prince's life. This promp¬ 
ted several wild attempts 
upon William but the pence 
miraculously survived Then, 
on July 10,1584, one Balth¬ 
azar Gerard entered Wil¬ 
liam's court, requesting a 
passport. The request was 
granted and Gerard, instead 
of leaving the palace, hid in a 


up to him and drove a dag¬ 
ger into Philip's side. The 
murderer was promptly killed 
before he could make any 
confessions, though it was 
widely assumed that the 
assassin was in the pay of 
Olympias, whose 20-year- 
oid son, later to be known as 
Alexander the Great, was 
assured of inhenting the 
Macedonian throne 
The demented and 
obscene emperor Caligula 
was undoubtedly the most 
obstreperous of ail the 
Caesars. His cruelty was 
only matched by his insanity. 
During his almost four-year 
reign, Caligula, who suffered 
from epilepsy, slept only 
three hours a night, and, In a 
half-somnambulistic state, 
roamed the comdors of the 
palace screaming com¬ 
mands for the sun to rise. He 
proclaimed himself a god, 
ordering any who displeased 
him murdered, often admi¬ 
nistering poison to the victim 
himself (he ordered his 
father-in-law, Marcus Sila- 
nus, to cut his own throat 
with a razor, stating that Slla- 
nus was plotting to seize 
power) A sadist, Caligula 
often ordered the canopies 
removed during the gladiato¬ 
rial combats when the sun 
was at its hottest, comman¬ 
ding the suffering spectators 
to bum at his pleasure; he 
more than once whimstcaily 
dosed the granaries of 
Rome to starve his subjects 


QUESTIONS 


1. Where In an aeropiwie 

would you find a "Joy . 

stiek*? (Dipankar Dasgt^)- 
ta,Roiirkala3) 

2. Who said, "Kindnass to 
a Ittiguage which the deaf 
can hear and the blind can 
read”? (Ismat Afrki, Burd- 
wanSI) 

8. Who first suggested 8ta 
kteaofusjiw the sun's rays 
to light lha luune at Olym¬ 
pia and carry It to the 
Games, by a relay sys¬ 
tem? (Jltendra Kr Btowal, 
Bhmtoh28) 

4. to fartfi to whoae 


8. Which 


.BIT 


baneewaO 
8. When Yuri Gagarin 
caihe to Bombay tor the 
fkatiknabegreeted Rd 
Kapbor by ai^ tohat? 
(SuitbBwpwida, Boiahgir 
48)' 

8. in American sfamg whb 
arescidpei eiavee^CMrU 
Kwnar.BiTSiiKlrfK'' 

7. He has the deMto^oh'bi^ 
being the first Atluria 
Awardwinnerofttwootfli- 
tiy as welt as being the 
only athlete to hold as 
marwastournationains' ^ 
corctoatone time, kiefm. 

, 

4«whylatbenanieof . 

HqumV ofRoiitf I 

BB&jwittettonirw^ 


thofikn Ctondh/7 (Subrata 
Haider. Trtoeni 3) 

18. What to honeymom 
bridge? (Olheito Mizoom- 
dar.BoralS) 


ANSWERS 


'sptoO 

to aja^bid oMttoi afippq io 

s^totMM istoAes to4uv ‘8|. 

'juatMSon iic|80(touj84 -g 
W^ptoouepsaw 
punoatoipuenJtoteiou 
SUM aiSM)'usgOig p|oi 


•iu4io ototoi atpto eajpjnu 
toOitemutiPHIpMstd 

mo 
tpuf 


•waaHtrgem 
-eamsiutodsi 
MOAIi 

-.OlB'cluinr 

Oil uitoHKKMMftfitolitoa 

lii ftirt ni^niiiw**n<Kiiiin 

•UBU (touts mt^topno ^ 

oito^otuoaOeitag 

•a^d uioa OtitpS ueutoM Y 
VOCHtaMMY'i 
'uooiu etg uoufuipuodes 
/ eipHiMpfyjiaMpst 
< < •ppaefTtoPOaHi.^t 

a .toaibr 


small anteroom. When Wil¬ 
liam entered this room 
Gerard shot him once. Wil¬ 
liam shouted to his running 
guards: “My God, have pify 
on my soull My God, have 
pity on these poor people'” 
He died before anyone could 
reach him. 

Gerard tned to escape the 
palace but was quickly 
apprehended and taken to 
prison, where his joints were 
dislocated on the rack and 
his body was “seamed and 
scarred with flames.” Gerard 
showed no emotion at his 
torturous execution. He 
mounted the scaffold with 
seeming indifference. One 
report had It that, on the 
scaffold, before a huge 
throng, Gerard's “right hand 
was burned off by a red-hot 
Iron (the hcmd that commit¬ 
ted the deed of regicide was 
Invariably destroy first), 
yet, although suffering the 
nxMt excruciating agony, not 
a groan escaped his lips. 
Red-hot pincers then tore his 
flesh from his body in six 
dffferent pieces. His abdo¬ 
men was next cut ojaen and 
the bowels tom out. His legs 
and arms were then chop¬ 
ped off close to the trunk of 
his body. He yet lived. He 
ceased to breathe only when 
his heart had been cut out 
and thrown in his face. Final¬ 
ly, the head was severed 
from the body, and the sent¬ 
ence had been executed.” 
Gruesomel 










































































































































































TWE irE6fcP&, TMeO\WM B/ ME /H/4N DE5CBJD5 
CM TME. tViL EA^P^?£55 CPUEEM lAMDil? 


KlO' A<5AIM J A/f^ doomed TO M ) 
ANOTHER ETERNITY OF COuD / / 

__, AMD / 

\ V- .<yJ ~ 


Ai, THE icy RRtSOM SLAM^ 

q/UEEH IANDIP once mope 


^ Y 

\3 

r?".Y' 


/MAOIC THAT /fcPT " 
HER JM THAT ICEBEPO 
FDP Eons SHOULD 
HOLD HEP AOaiN r' 


■-5*: ’• 


A SHOPr TIME LAMER 

I ^T’’ 'f PRINCESS WITH 

■f / lAWDie sone^mav r HA\/£ 
^ PLEASURE OF COUPLET 

k W6 OUR l>AND' 

/ ^KSkMHcAy CECEMowy ^ 


T AOCEPT /OUR 
FEALjy AND 
DEDICATE OOP 
celebratiom to 
HE-MAN'S HONOR' 







MV BELOVED I ALMOST 
LOST you IN THAT BATTLfc ' 
^ PLEASE ALLOW ME TD 
CONTINUE ANOTHER 
/‘'A 0(X> LAND'S PAY 
'V. CUSTOM 





ON THIS DAY, IT IS 
TRADITIONAL FOR THE 
vUOMAN TD ASR 
DUNCAN WILL MDU 
MARRY Me ? 



START1N6 TOMORROW, A NEW ADYELITUEE 

A woecp /M rm balaa/c^ '/ 








CANDID CAMERA 




1, - 

I .^- ^v.- - - fh^r V. 

iiffi-'SS-: 

ArMp-^' 


’ r-*'- 


fy.r> ■. 













:J^'. Mr 4 v;£ ■ 









* ' 'V ' 






He never opened Iiis mouth when he was with Rajiv Gandhi; he won't now 
fat he is with V.P. Singh. That, at least, you can say in defence of Arun 
^ingh. Military matters at his fingertips and, for a man of his principle, 
it's only his '*deep interest” in it that has made him say yes to the oth er 
Singh. Photograph by SONDEEP SHANKAR 





HOW TO KEEP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 


Now that's a situation none of us would 
like to get into. But then, one can never 
tell, can one? A minor accident in a 
careless moment. Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of. 

These are contingencies you can easily 
prepare for. With Mediclaim from New 
India. A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits, including cover for hospitalisation 
at home, under special circumstances. For 
a premium as low as Rs.200 per annum (at 
the minimum). It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate. 

Show how much you love and care for 
your family. Ciet New India's Mediclaim 
Policy. It offers you so much for so little! 


Premium 
per annum 

Hospitalisation 

Domiciliary 

Hospitalisation 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

200 

10,500 

5,100 

250 

17,600 

-- 

550 

25,500 

— 

600* 

57,750 

5,250 

840* 

52,750 

7,400 

1500* 

82,500 

11,500 


Age limit 5-70 years * Personal Acadent cover 
available on payment of addibonal premium 


l^\y INDIA «^RANCE 



1919 1989 

BORN TO LEAD 


IE LA I 




ULKA 11402 














BAjBLpiiuKtia imitiN 


TheTdegraj^ 

29 JULY 1990 



Leander Paes 



m iW' From the quiet 
computer-like game of chess 
wizard Vishwanathan Anand to 
the explosive tennis of 
Leander Paes, Indian sport 
has at last something to look 
forward to. 


t.. 

The Christian Brothers 
of Ireland have served in this 
country for a century now. A 
profile of these true 
missionaries. 


'i 

' By the next 15 

years, Mars might not be a 
planet too far. 
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LIMELIGHT 


To Serve, With Lave 



F or 94 years, the three storey red 
bnck biuldine of St Joseph s school 
has stood off Buwbazar Street its 
graceful facade erected in what was the 
most congested area of British Indus 
capital For even longer a hundred years 
precisely the Christian Brothers of Ire 
land have taught and fed the poor children 
of the area and it is the centenary of their 
arrival in India that St Joseph s is com 
memorating with a year long celebration 
already underway 

But the institution s origin which dates 
back to 18 f9 was not only humbler but 
intriguing as well I hat year a Mrs 
Ccxiper was murdered in her house at 68, 
Bowbazar St one night The case was 
never solved but it is recorded that Mr 
Cooper (who may have had a hand m the 
crime) could live there no longer and 





Br C.J. Harrison (right). End of an 
Irish connection 


It is exactly a century 
since the Christian 


Brothers of Ireland 


arrived in this country to 


serve and to teach. 


Yana Banerjee-Bey 


visits their oldest 


institution, St Joseph’s 


College in 


Bowbazar 


Br £.L. Miranda, the first Indian principal 
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rented the house to be a school for poor 
Cathobc boys and girls It was known then 
as St Francis Xavier's Day School In time, 
the numbers grew and m 1855 the boys 
section was moved to 69, Bowbazar St 
where St George's Free School stands 

In 1864 a pay section was opened Die 
differentiation between the pay and free 
sections in a way marks the foundation of 
St Joseph's and the school celebrated the 
125th anniversary in 1989 Boarders be 
gan to be taken in (This stopped in 1944 
to create space for more day scholars ) In 
1872 It became officially St Josephs 
Boarding and Day School The girls by 
then looked after by the Loreto nuns, 
were shifted next door where they still 
are In 1896 the three-storey building was 
officially opened and the next year Mr 
Cooper's old house had to be demobshed 
foUowuig damage in an earthquake and the 
present church of St Francis Xavier was 
built on the site The free school which 
had been housed in the Cooper upper 
storey, moved to the St George's buil^g 
where it remains 

But St Josephs growth did not end 
there In 1924 it was elevated to college 
status. Subsequently, wings housing 
laboratories and extra classrooms were 
added to the mam buikbng And, in January 
this year, St George's became affiliated to 


the Open School scheme 

As uitcresting as the ongm and growth 
of the school is the founchng of the 
Christian Brothers, whose association 
with St Joseph's began in 1890 The story 
goes that the wife of a 27 year old Irish 
businessman, Edmund Rice, was thrown 
from a horse and died after giving birth 
prematurely to a daughter who turned out 
to be physicaly and mentally handicapped 
Rice found solace m starting a school for 
poor boys in a rented stable But teachmg 
rough, indiscipbned youths was not easy 
and his paid assistants deserted him Unde 
terred, in 1802 he founded a scxiety of 
men who would devote theu" bves to 
teaching the pcxir In 1820 the Chnstian 
Brothers were formallv approved by the 
Pope 

In 1848 Archbishop Carew of Calcutta 
arranged for the arrival here of two 
Irishmen, who were not stnctlv Chnstian 
Brothers but had been framed by them 
They formed the nucleus of what came to 
be called the Calcutta Brothers and which 
amalgamated with the parent body in 
Ireland in 1891 after the amval of the first 
Chnstian Brothers m India the year be¬ 
fore 

oday there are about 1 W Chnstian 
Brothers m India, running about 20 
odd schools From the early days, a large 


number of the Brothers have been native 
Calcuttans and tcxiay 85 per cent of them 
are young Indian men many of them 
principals St Joseph's, which remams the 
provincial headquarters, has ]ust got its 
first Indian pnnapal, Br E L Miranda, a 
robust young man of just 30 who comes to 
Calcutta after stmts m Goa and Asansoi 
Ongmally from Bombay, Br Miranda’s 
forte IS bterature and an informal, easy- 
gomg manner He has taken over from the 
66 vear-old and remarkably athletic Br 
C J Hamson (he enjoys crKket, hockey, 
tennis handball, swimming and roller skat- 
mg) who completed 50 years m the 
organisation this January Br Hamson, a 
skilled administrator with degrees m En¬ 
glish education and engmeenng, has 
steered the school for seven years He has 
been, with ex-vice pnnapal Br Brendan 
MacCarihaigh—an immensely Mpular 
teacher with a special mterest m En^sh 
and value education and a clarinettist m his 
spare tune—the best representatives of a 
fraternity (there are nine Chnstian 
Brothers m Bowbazar) known for its good 
humour and uncloistered outlook Addmg 
homeliness to a genial house is an engag 
uig dachshund named Tun 

The Brothers have a fund of stones and 
not all the best ones are personal 
accounts, funny as well as sad I here is 







The old chapel, demolished after the 1897 earthquake, and a portion of the old school 


the one about how, when India was at war St George’s, which takes m poor chil- field, adding an intercom system, besides 

during the Forties, the two Christian dren free of cost and supplies meals and other additions and alterations to prepare 

Brothers’ schools in Asansol, St Patrick’s medical care, has about 450 students—not for the centenary, were raised by parents, 

and St Vincent’s, were taken over by the all of whom last till the Open School “Ami now, they are so proud. They can 

army to serve as hospitals. The stafr and scheme examination. “Malnutrition in ear- show it off and say that they took part in 

chtoen were shifted to St Michael's, ly childhood causes brain damage so these doing it," says Br Harrison. Parents have 

Patni, and “the Brothers had to start from children can’t study very far," explains Br also been a constant feature of the celebra- 

scratch” when they were allowed to return Hamson. St George’s, which is a special tions and other events, from that of Br 

after the war. And, 30 years ago, when school because there are no formal ex- Harrison’s golden jubilee to the two music- 

the Brothers opened a school m Goa, they aminations till Class VI, has a separate als, Joseph and the Technicohwr Dream- 

lived and taught in a half-complete building principal and staff aided by the government coat and TTk Friend of Boys (on the life of 

for two years. “After classes they would which also provides a small capitation Edmund Wee) as well as the open-air mass 

have to start planning how to cook din- grant. Able students from St George’s are whidi inaugurated the centenary celebra- 

ner.” But the best story is one linked with shifted to St Joseph’s to continue further tions. Also present was old boy Hashim 

India’s freedom movement. In Patna in studies, while vocational training is pro- AMid Halim, Speaker of the West Ben^l 

1942, a Br O’Malley had the misfortune to vided for the others. Assembly, now setxis his sons to the 

be accosted by a crowd shouting. “Angieri school ^ 

hatoo!” He prudently decided to lend his In St Joseph’s, poor Christian boys, SC Coincidental with the school’s refiir- 
voice to the slogan arid the delisted and ST candidates, twins, brothers of bishing. <}o|m Mohan Bose Lane, on which 

processionists chaued him shoulder-high pupils or of girls in Loreto, Bowbazar, it stands, was cleaned and repaired by the 

the rest of the way. sons of old boys, are accommodated as for corporation—making outgoing school cap- 

Ironically, the approximately 1450 seats as possible. The parents’ values have to be tain Jaspreet Singh Pal say his memory of 

in St Joseph's are in demand today be- taken into account to ensure there is no his last months at school will be of a 

cauac, parents feel, it is one of the good conflict between home and school as spidt-and-span ^C and its neighbourhood. 

English-medium boys schools in the city regards extensive value education classes. Though (dd boys probably remember, with 

and not because of its emphasis on value weifore activities, an annual social service ^ more aftirWon, such things as the 

education. This anxiety on the part of week, fovolvement with the poor and “obsolete water cooler...and the red build- 

parents notwithstanding, the school has illiterate of the neighbourhood and prayer ing chipping with ag^”, commemorated in 

not changed its criteria for admission and services and retreats. a poem by aix>ther 'outgoing Josephite, 

may turn down applicants with good Happily, going by Br Harrison’s words, Gaurav Ki^Mor. However, as ntisty-eyed 
academic records because “they can get parents feel a part of the larger St Joseidi’s old boys must surdy Imow, the school 

into other schotds. We want the ones family. About three-fourths of the naoney motto, “WMer Age" (Act Manfully), 

whom no one else will have’’—the slow spent on repainting the historic buik^ should not give way even before 

learners, the failures. b^ in and out, cementing the playing nostalgia.B 
















GODMAN ABOUT TOWN 


G odmen keep popping in 
and out of the news, 
and as they are making 
headlines again 111 tell a little 
story you may find amusing 
It goes back quite a while, to 
the time when Shnram 
Vasudev and I were first m 
school and then at college We 
were so close that the others 
called us “the twms” We we¬ 
ren’t much good in class, but 
he was a fine sportsman and 
might have been selected for 
the Olympics if he didn't have 
so many ^stractions I basked 
in his popularity and when we 
passed out—both of us by the 
skin of our teeth—we swore 
eternal fealty 

fhen he went his way and I 
went mine In due tune I was 
taken into the Foreign Service 
and he floated a film company 
with the money his father left 
him In fact, when I passed 
through Bombay before gomg 
abroad, he threw a party m my 
honour at which all the city’s 
beautiful people were present 
and also, it seemed—Respite 
prohibition—its entire stock of 
Scotch whisky When around 
midnight I went up to him to 
say goodbye, he had to be 
helped to his feet by two love¬ 
lies of the film colony, and 
when he tried to embrace me 
he nearly fell flat on his fate 
“So tong, fella,” he said m the 
Hollywood manner, slurring 
his words 

The years went by, and to 
wards the end of my tour in 
the USA I went to Boston to 
pay a farewell visit to friends m 
the media Chns Campbell, 
who had been bureau chief of 
the Chnsttan Saence M<mitor 
in Washington, pressed me to 
stay overni^t ‘Tomorrow’s 
Sunday,” he said, “and ru 
show you some of the country¬ 
side hi the hill. It’s somethmg 
to see, with the trees all col¬ 
ours, of red, brown and green 
Besides, there’s one of your 
countrymen around you might 
want to meet He’s a sa^ or 
some such thing, but they all 
caD him the Guru He’s put up 
a temple about 30 miles from 
the city limits which he calls 
the House of God.” 


It was indeed a lovely drive, 
and pn fhe way he told me 
more aboiH the holy man 
“People ascribe unusual pow¬ 
ers to him, ’’ said Chns "They 
come from all over New Eng¬ 
land merely to have his—how 
do you say it’—danshan. He 
looira deep mto their eyes, 
mutters a few words of 
prayer, sbA they say that a 
strange peace descends on 
them They think he’s 
wonderful ’’ 

I’ve seen some imposters in 
my time—the world of holy 
men is full of them—and again 
I smelled a rat But couldnt 
disappoint my fnend, so I went 
along with his story 

“I thought this type of per¬ 
son IS concentrated on the 
West Coast.” 1 said to him 
“Whatever hade him choose 
the bleak dimes of Massachus- 


setts, where one can get 
snow^ under for months on 
endl” 

Chris Campbell shrugged 
his shoulders. “The competi¬ 
tion, I guess,” he saxl “Cali- 
forma is already overcrowded 
with seers, as you must know. 
But this fella hasn’t done too 
badly 'The place I’m taking you 
to cost more than a million dol¬ 
lars to build, and it came all 
from his followers Oh, he 
does the usual good deeds— 
chanties hospitals and such 
like—but he feathers his nest 
at the same tune He travels 
quite a bit holds meetmgs 
here and there and every¬ 
where, and never fails to pack 
’em ui 

Soon the rolhng countryside 
gave way to reveal a cluster of 
modest dwellings, amidst 
which were the usual drug¬ 
store, motel and cuiema, and 
on the frmge a monstrous 
pagoda-style building, gold 
spu'e and all, standmg out ^m 



Cadillacs and Chrysler Impe¬ 
rials. "Loidcs hke we’re just m 
time for today's prayer 
meeting ” 

There was a hush as we 
entered the hall People in 
theu* Sunday-best squatted un¬ 
comfortably on kmg-sue Per¬ 
sian carpets, making a mess of 
their handsome designer 
clothes. There was the smell 
of incense. Somewhere a cym¬ 
bal clashed. A conch-shell 
called. 

Then a curtain paftpd and 
the holy man entered, holdmg 
hia right pakn m a str^t Ime 
from his nose as if about to 
execute a coup at karate 
Ashes were smeared over his 
forehead, overpainted with 
Vermillion marks He was clad 
m saffron-coloured robes, as 
were the two attractive 
blondes who accompanied turn, 
(Hie on each side, two paces 
behmd Everyone folded hands 
and bowed low m their seats I 
did likewise 

When I raised my head and 
looked at the figure rechnmg 
agamst a bolster on the ros¬ 
trum, 1 fould myself lookmg at 
the visage of—could 1 be mis¬ 
taken’—my old fnend Shnr¬ 
am. He had developed a slight 
paunch and grown a Vandyke 
beard, but this was surely my 
comparuon of so many boy 
hood years Or was ^ 

'The Guru agaui t4|Pi his 
nght hand and uttered nonor- 
ous “Om'” ’Then he sank his 
chm on his chest as if in 
meditation When he opened 
his eyes, he fixed his gaze on 
his audience, one by one, as if 
trymg to identify each indi¬ 
vidual Following each such m- 
spection, he seemed to mum 
ble some kind of gibbensh and 
then a long-drawn-out “Om'” 
and passed on to the person 
next m hne 

When at last he set^ on 
me, there was a pause^fore 
he mtoned the reguvver 
biage I thought 1 sawapikk 
er of a smile on his lippand a 
twinkle in his eyes And then 
he winked at me' I 

Now there was no doubt 
whatsoever This was my boy 
hood friend, all nght This was 
Shnram Vasudev—or 1 was 
the Reverend Martin Luther 
King. 

Bhandari 


7 













Main yehsoch harm Aapkebaseenrukhpe 

ke darse utha tba.» aaj naya noorbai.., 

(Film: Hageeqat, music: (Film: Bahama Phir Bht 

MadanMol^; lyric: Kalfl music: O.P. Nayyar. 

Azmi) lyric: Anjaan) 

1 gut up from her doorstep thinking to Your lovely visage today has a virgin 


myself 

That she would stop to, ^ would 


“csipfeme;, . . 


^w, 

fast^.^that’s no fault 


fluttered injhe 

That she would hold me back and sit 
medewnagain; 

I began walking away in a manner so 
That she would beckon and call TOv.-. 
back. .'V 

/ But she didn’t stop me nor cajole me^i 
Slie didn’t hold me back nor sit me . 
down again; 

She didn’t beckoi).jii^Mfel|meJbkdb^, 
And I kept advi 
1 drifted away. 



t’sno 


Cbboqimd 


krebwered 

‘■'“■"^•Ijjuchof wantonness^V *'.• 
I^ri^pressed smile hides a bolt of 




^ changes, ^ 


Lose Che! 
youth; 

This ip the 
Of a restless, 


t, the seaspn 

^ . " eoangea, '- a >', ■" 

butaaoWefc a M-blownspriijg courses 

rtw^ throuAyou 

<» Ah, else has the magnetism you 

us vTO. have, my love, 

this and ' ’ • ^ ^ faster, that’s no 

iting momenigof fault, of mine. 

watan, ai watan, 




ge' 
hearti 




^gebtet. 


Uuibtlpf world 
I^within; 



Let it tour^ jmur dehrate lips. 
This is noth^ but a goblet. 


hum ko teii qasam. 

(Film: Sbabeedi music and 
lyric: Prem Dhawan) 

We kept falling by the flame of 
freedom but sang undaunted 
That life is ndiat you lose for your 
motherland. 


Oh motherland, we swear by you 
That we will sh^ our blood for you. 
What are offerings of flowers at your 
altar, 

We will i^ace at your feet our heads, 
(di motherland... 

From Punjab and from Maharashtra, 
From U.P. and from Bengal, 


b the tray of offerings we bring 
Flowers of every hu^ from every 
branch. 

Whatever our name ^ w nassion is 

one. 

another, qiH^therland... 

It meters not if we remain or not, 

^ for sure light up your 

. we mingle dust to dust, 

' ^e will emblazon you for sure mth 
Stars. 

^ ^ We will give you our blood 
To ruddy your gardens with, oh 
motheriapi;. 

ff S foe darep to covet you, 

We wffl re^ only after he is worsted. 
The alien footprints upon your earth, 
Those alien marks we will wipe cleaiL 
Now atotever barrier comes in our 
way 

We wfll den^sh and destroy, oh 
moUierlatid... 

Bid us sweet fareweU, dear friends,. 
We move on to keep our promise;' 
The wrist that wore a sister’s 
love-b(Hid 

Now wears handcuffo, and so we 
move. 

What if we don’t see the spring of 
tomorrow, 

We will usher in the spring for you, oh 
motherland... 

Don’t cry mother, for you are Bhagat 
Sink’s mother. 

Not even death can snatch your son; 
Anyone can mount a mare and bring 
home a bride, 

Not everyone can climb the scaffold 
readily. 

We lovers have courted freedom and 
One day we will bring the bride home, 
oh motherland... 

When the cofflns of the martyrs are 
lifted fr(»n the earth. 

Do not shed tears for us, oh 
countrymen; 

But when you celebrate the hour of 
freedom, 

h that hour do not forget us, oh 
countryroea 

What if we can’t return to your world. 
We win ccHne back to you as 
memories, di motherland... 

Triuuiated by Anil Grover 
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HORIZON 


Scimce and 
Glasnost 

G lasnost, Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev's prescription 
for transforming politics, has 
now cast its sludow on sci¬ 
entific endeavour too. The 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has received j 
a large number of requests 
for assistance in re¬ 
examining operations as weO 
as planned nuclear power 
units in Eastern Europe. 
Moreover, governmental 
authoifties in the requesting 
countries are seeking the 
advice of international ex¬ 
perts before moving ahead 


■O' 



with their nuclear program¬ 
mes. Such requests to the 
IAEA are not unique, but 
according to a recent news¬ 
letter of the agency, this 
year has noticed a significant 
increase in such requests. 
The countries that are look¬ 
ing forward to the IAEA for 
help more than they did 
earliet^are Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and of course the 
USSR. Besides. Poland is 
eager to get her energy 
planning reexamined proper¬ 
ly. Will the inspection blow 
off the lids on safety lapses 
on the part of Communist 
rulers of yesteryears? 




Stronger Bones 


R esearchers in the US 
have come out with a 
new treatment to strengthen 
bones and sigi^cantly re¬ 
duce fractures in elderly 
people plagued, with 
osteoporosis, the world's 
most common bone disease. 
According to a news item in 
the New Engbnd Journal of 
Medicine, a two-year study 


Surgical Jet 
Knife 

A Japanese company has 
developed a high press¬ 
ure water-jet for surgical op¬ 
erations by blowing out wa¬ 
ter through a nozzle to work 
like a scal{wl. The system, 
called aqua jet knife, consists 
of a hand piece that cuts by 
means of the force of the 
water-jet and a pump that 


showed that treatment with 
a non-hormonal drug called 
etidronate greatly reduced 
the rate of spinal fractures, 
especially among women. 
Researchers said that etid¬ 
ronate stopped bone loss by 
inhibiting the natural process 
of decay in a complicated 
chemical reaction. Not only 
that, it builds up bone mass. 


produces the hi^ pressure. 
An incision can be made in 
the desired region by blow¬ 
ing out a suitable chemical at 
a tremendous pressure. The 
advantage of the aqua jet 
knife is that it cuts an 
affected region without 
damaging blood vessels. It is 
particularly helpful in liver 
surgery as blood vessels are 
damaged in conventional 
surgical methods. 



Foetal 

Forecast 

D octors in the UK and 
Italy have come out with 
a new technique to deter¬ 
mine the sex of a foetus by 
merely testing bkxxf sam¬ 
ples of would-be mothers. 
The fact that cells from the 
foetus pass itdo the blood¬ 
stream of tne mothers 
through their placenta 
helped researchers devise 
the technique. Blood sam¬ 
ples of 19 pregnant women 
were test^ for analysing 
chromosomes. The 12 
women, found with male 
chromosomes in their blood 
samples, gave birth to boys. 
While doctors expect the 
method to be an important 
preliminary test to deter¬ 
mine genetic diseases in 
male babies, feminists fear it 
would lead to female foeti¬ 
cide in greater numbers. 



HhntmHoni'Anup Ray 


Computer 

Translations 

C omputer experts at the 
Indian Institute of Scien¬ 
ce in Bangalore have de¬ 
veloped a programme to 
help computers understand 
Indian languages. The Rs i 
1.4-crore project, according 
to a report in Electrtmks 
Today, is being supported 
by the Defence Research 
a^ Development Organisa¬ 
tion (DRDO) and consists of 
language processing prog¬ 
rammes. It has already de¬ 
veloped computer transla¬ 
tions from English to Kanna¬ 
da, Tamil and Hindi. 


Compiled by Pathik Guha 
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HmENDRA KDHAR GAN6IILT OSU- ) 





The doyen of the Lucknow 
tabla gharana, Hirendra Kumar 
Ganguly (better known as 
Hirubabu) was bom in April 
1911 in Calcutta. He studied at 
North Suburban School and 
Scottish Church Collegiate 
School and College. An hon¬ 
ours graduate in philosophy, 
he took his law degree in 1933 
and four years later passed the 
attorneyship exams. He began 
his career as a legal practition¬ 
er at the Cdcutta high court 
and later became the company 
registrar there. He retired as 
the company liquidator in 
1969. 

A life, bom for music, could 
not be clustered by a profes¬ 
sion. Hirubabu represents the 
dd gentleman-nuisidan tradi- 
tkm which is now alrtiost ex- 
tsKt A thorou^ily amateur 


practitioner, he excels in the 
detailed presentation of the 
tabla solo in the style of the 
authentic Lucknow gharana. 
Hirubabu took his first tabla 
lessons from his father, Man- 
mathanath Bose, also an 
amateur tabla player and pat¬ 
ron of music, and later from his 
fether's guru, Nagendranath 
Bose who was trained by the 
renowned Babu Khaa The fin¬ 
al polish to Himbabu’s exper¬ 
tise was given by -none other 
than Khafife Abid Hussein 
Khan. The correct sequence 
of items in an authentic tabla 
solo can be gathered from 
Ifriubabu’s rare recitals. He 
had the rare disctinction of 
accompanying stalwarts like 
Baba Aiauddin Khan, Enayet 
Khan,Hafiz Afi Khan, Chhote 
Khan, Girgashankar Chakra- 


borty, Ali Akbar Khan and 
Ravi Shankar. 

Besides his musical acumen, 
Hirubabu was an active worker 
of the Congress, a councillor 
during 1943-48 and chief whip 
of the Congress Municipal 
Association. He was also in¬ 
volved with the Scout move¬ 
ment. 

There are no commercial 
recordings by this legendary 
tabla player. Awards hardly in¬ 
spire this dedicated amateur. 
But for the records: be has 
been honoured with the West 
Bengal government’s AUaud- 
din Khan Memorial Award, 
among others. The Calcutta 
(3oipmtion gave him a civic 
reception in 1962. 

Tte sketch above shows his 
residence at 6 Banamali Chat- 
terjee Street in north Calcutta. 
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INNER EYE oeejon 



Oanjmmo 


fr 


RIES 

March 21-April 20 
The week s highlights 
are loans funds 
buying, selling, leasing financ¬ 
ing, Investing and, of course the 
continuation of the home and 
property trerKfs of the last week 
Romance will be hot and hectic 
thanks to the moon s first quar¬ 
ter A lot of mental travel and 
possibly a major move or a shift 
or a transfer are on the way 



T 


AURUS 


April 21—May 20 

The week s main 
trends are romance 
marriage ceremonies, property, 
communication contacts and 
final triumph, as Mars swishes 
away in your sun sign Re¬ 
sponse receptivity and rewards 
are assured in romance Many 
splendid financial opportunities 
to go ahead will be available 
Collaborations links ties and 
commuting are the names of the 
game Minor throat inlections 
may worry you 


EMINI 

May 21 June 20 

Job opjxmunities and 
a new high in profes¬ 
sion business and free-lancing 
so grab the goodies and invest 
wisely Romance promises an 
excellent going Loans and funds 
will be available Your health 
should hold up pretty well and 
thus allow you to do the things 
you want It is time to beautify 
clean polish and renovate the 
house 



( 


ANCER 


. JUn« 21—July 20 

I Have fun make 

I _money socialise and 

rest assured that you will 
triumph In romance you will be 
adorned felicitated and cher 

ished Your financial graph 
shows an upward trend and you 
could close deals to your im¬ 
mense advantage Venus m your 
sun sign according to Western 
astrology indicates plenty of 
movement and that includes 
creativity and imagination 


EO 

July 21—AugusI 21 
Property office new 
business expansion 
architecture tremendous work 
pressures and heavy expenses 
are the salient features of the 
week You will have your share 
of romance but best to concen¬ 
trate on your work On the finan¬ 
cial front you will be buying 
selling, investing and preparing 
yourself for the future 





1 IRGO 



IBRA 

August 22 Sepi 22 


SepI 23 Ocl 22 

Mercury in your sun 


Your purse will be full 

^ Sign indicates travel I 


— 

favours will be 


news messages auspicious 
events bargains trade offs and 
plenty of entertainment The 
Mars-Neplune trine assures you 
of love and being wanted and 
that IS what life is ail about You 
are on a solid financial wicket 
People from distant places will 
have a hand in your scheme and 
affairs Your health remains line 
but elders are advised to go in 
for regular checkups Elegance 
and style will characterise your 
home 


granted your work reaches a 
new high and more impxjrlantly 
excellent prospects for the ba 
lance of the year Get the li 
nance and romance will follow 
Happy rewards greater satisfac 
tion and maybe a job-hop in the 
near future are likely Distant 
places and new pastures will 
lure you to travel Health re 
mams sound as a bell Important 
and useful changes in the home 
and family are indicated Never 
mind the expenses Go ahead' 


BIRTHDAYS 


July 29 

Mgon conjunction Pluto Home, 
property, parents, in-laws wui 
henre «ie fret right on you. You 
make mcn^, go on a jour¬ 
ney apd have a celebration A 
year of chop and change attach 
eventually proves advantageous 
and lucky. 

July 30 

HHoon sejctito Neptune Qppoftu- 
fkfHaa.to travel, expand and t>e 
iMrKiwftMy dlffeiant and opa- 
eye tMi» M avl^atHe. Thow M 
prbpdffy. thaatts, adenee. t»> 
8eardh« antailairtfneni, land, 
butU^ and mtang do temark- 
abiy wed. 

Jiriy 3f 

Moon tftne JtaMer. Suceasa m 
iMgatlon. games of-ehanoe, ro¬ 
mance and finance Is prediclad. 
So (fevetop eonfktenee M yourv 
Sad. A year of pelf snd progreaS 
for Laons 


August 1 

Moon tone sun Travel, cere¬ 
monies. functions and new pas¬ 
tures are indicated tor Leons. R 
would be advisable to take a few 
chances as nothing ventured no¬ 
thing gained, applies to you. 

August 2 

No Strong aspect Your wMies 
wHi be gtahtod if you sliWe with 
gift, determlniRkirv and Snaj^- 
Oon. Travief. hade, seies'i ptwlto* 
ity, teaching, rMigun,. ffm -dnd 
medicine we the sitoM^ 
lets and avenues’tor l^swts 




CORPIO 

Oct 23-Nov 20 

The moon s last quar¬ 
ter in your sun sign 


means greater self-confidence, 
more responsibility, perks, sta¬ 
tus. honours, riches and awards 
Journey, letters and calls figure 
in romance and ties On the 
financial side, invest pick up a 
great bargain or a dis¬ 
count No major health problems 
except dangers fiom sharp tools, 
implements hernia and possible 
operations Travel is more than a 
possibility 


AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21 Dec 20 

Ceremonies auspi¬ 
cious ,events reli 
gious rites collaborations pub¬ 
licity boosts new assignments 
loans and lunds are favourably 
signified You will have just the 
right dose of romance Travel is 
a dominant feature You may 
have a feeling of uneasiness but 
stop worrying needlessly 



APRICORN 

Dec 21 Jan 19 

You will spend enjoy 
contact the right peo 
pie invest use joint funds or 
finances and prepare tor a major 
shift or move A wish fulfilment is 
possible in romance Invest 
ments trading commission 
buying and selling constitute a 
busy financial week Travel with 
a stop over is indicated also a 
lot of correspondence and calls 

QUARIUS 

Jan 2CC Feb 18 

Power pell new 
opportunities and a 
job-swilch are indicated in work 
and at play Also opposition 
paradoxically enough Romance 
will be available in plenty Health 
shows a marked improvement 
August suggests travel links and 
even immigration if so in¬ 
terested It IS time to do up the 
home pay attention to kids and 
take care of elders 


ISCES 

Feb 19—March 20 

Romance marriage 
friendship collabora¬ 
tions, long-distance connections, 
travel publicity boost and work 
opportunities are the mam trends 
of the week Your heart will 
speak the language of love and 
the response will be ternfic and 
complete You shall have adequ¬ 
ate money and perks A side 
business or overtime will rake in 
extra cash Travel is more than a 
possibility 










forever pumping the air after killing a point 
and the moment he steps beyond the 
tramlines he has shrugged off the bony 
victor to become refreshingly ordinary 
You are almost tempted to question his 
pnonbes as he says, "I'll try to do my best 
m tennis It is important, but maybe not as 
important as trying to be a good human 
being ” An old world flavour amidst to¬ 
day’s wmner-takes-all madness “Every 
person is talented m his or her own way 
Not many discover themselves, and there 
are so many who can’t help it even if they 
do Everyone is not the best, you seek 
yout level and have to be happy with it All 
of us strive to be the best, but all of us 
can’t fit up there We get so narrow 
minded, we tan’t handle defeat I never 
want to lose the full picture ’’ You almost 
don’t feel bke talking tennis anymore with 
this 17 year-old It s a different person 
from the bubbly boy who, you had un 
agined, would go a-caper on his triumphant 
jaunt 

He IS not soft, far from it I,eander will 
never have the contented elegance of 
Kamesh Knshnan When did Leander 
think he could make it^ "1 never thought I 
coul^'t make it,” he whispers and keeps 
the “I haven’t made it vet” line to himself 



Only the third Indian to 


win the Junior 
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It’s the spirit that has tamed him when he 
could just as easily have tripped on the 
flaws in his tennis 

' lhat’s It,' says his father Dr Vtte 
Paes, "that's where the parents help, 
tryuit! to play down the advantage every 
one has ascnbed to la^ander for havmg 
eminent sportspersons for parents m 
hockey Olympkin Vece and Ixisketball 
international Jennifei Sporting talent is 
not passed down gi iit tu ally the doctor 
emphasises We tould only create a 
spurting atmosphere for la'ander Just as 
they never gave birth to politicians in the 
Kennedy family, they were made d'seus 
sing world issues at the breakfast table 
So Leander got his first kicks from fiMithall 
and ask him for his idol today and he d still 
tell you Zico Again the atmosphi*re it 
home lielped in the switchovei Not cv 
erybexly has access to a tennis court in the 
bnek and concrete of multi storeyed Cal 
cutta lajander had Studies did neit make 




S up his whole world his sporting parents 
^ iindersteMid that He sjx'nt time on his 
f tennis as the father took the important 
“ first step of stnving to make an athlete 
before he became a siKirtsman 

At age 1 f the Bntannia Amntraj 1 rust 
in Madras invited Leander tu join them to 
try and make a tennis c hampion out of the 
athlete BAl was so mmh kke home 
lemcmbers I candi r 1 hey welcome d me 
by saving they cuuldn t promise to make 
me a champion but they could promise tu 
make us thorough gentlemen His studies 
continued alongside his tennis and I eander 
IS now in Class IX at Madras Christian 
College 

With BAl Leander was making some 
progress first at the sub junior and then 
the junioi level 1 here were one or two 
others at the academy who were making 
more name At the national level those 
were the days of /eeshan All promise as 
Ramesh despite his silken touc h steadier! 
below the winner class in world rankings 
and Vija\ Amntiaj was on a final glow At 
his level I eander was thereabouts but 
Oaurav Natekar son of another sporting 
iiiteinational badminton ace Nandu, was 
more there 

hrom January of 1989 Leander s 
tennis started moving into a higher gear 
He won the national under lb title in 
Ouwahati and by summer was on the 
International lennis hederatiuns east 
Asian junior touring team for the F uropean 
cu'cuit ending at Wimbledon Leander was 
only to get the feel of bemg there his 
peiicirmance nothing to wnte home about 
But by then l,eander had a perfect guide 
in BA I's Amenc an c oac h Dave 0 Meara 
We understand each othei so well savs 
Leander ‘ that 1 want tu do so muc h for 
Dave Sir It was as much his victory when 
I won the Wimbledon juniors 


New horizons 











From last October throuKh now U'an- 
dcr has none through a penod of incessant 
tennis, "lie hasn’t had any time to work on 
his Kame," says Dr I’aes, "and I’m a bit 
worried. Now is the time lor him to brush 
up his name so that t<-chnique becomes a 
sub-conscious leelinR later ’’ 'I'he cham¬ 
pion IS not so bothered. "I’m winning, so 
my game can’t be so wroiiK,” he replies 
His tennis is not wroiiK. but it could be so 
much better. 

Having watched Leaiidei's Davis tup 
debut a^ain.st Japan in Chandigarh List 
Mardi, Kanianathaii Kiishnan ixiinled out 
a champion oddity m Leander’s play. 
“I’l.iyeis learn their Kiouiidstiokes first," 
Knslinan said. "'I'he net play and volleying 
comes later. It’s not as if Leander does not 
have ilie Kroundstrokes. but it’s not the 
same (lass as his >;ame at the net." 

Hack at South Club in May. on one of bis 
increasmKiy infrequent trips home. Leaii- 
der looked to be working extra hard in 
linishiriK oft the ixiinls when he was 
actually only sparriny "When he was 
practising some shots,” Dr I'aes says, 
"and the others were counting points. 
Leander would end up losing some of 
tho.se matches. It wouldn’t lx- the l«-st 
thing for his morale to be told he had lost 
to some player the other day. So he would 
try to beat them even when he was 
working on some aspect of his game" 

It IS that extra bit of pr«‘ssure that 
larander surely feels on himself after his 
ending up runners-up at the junior Auslia 
lian Open (See cover story, February 15, 
1990) and his triumph at Wimble¬ 
don. He has set the standards He has 
raised the expc'ctations. "’riial's a respon¬ 
sibility.” says the father as he lets Leander 
tackle the searching, and often embarras¬ 
sing. questions from the media. "No. I 
don’t have a girlfriend." Leander says 
quite comfortably to one and "yes, that’s 
right, 1 don’t have the lime for one," he 
j agrees with another And then he grum- 
1 bles with a third, "But this is my normal 
I life. I chose tennis. I love it. ’’ They all love 

f ' him now that he is showing the makings of 
a champion, and leander I’aes has it in 
S? him to love himself even if he never makes 
I a senior champion. 


W orld chess Candidate Vish- 
wanathan Anand of Madras is a 
placid but highly motivated indi¬ 
vidual. He sets himselt reasonable goals 
and keeps going one step at a tune Back 
III 1987 when he was iilaying in the World 
Junior Chess Chainpionship they asked 
turn to rate his chances He said. "Noiu* at 
all", and proceeded to win it. 

Then they askc'd the new world junioi 
chaiiipioii if he had ambitions ol dethioning 
Kasiiarovand he said, "Oh, no' I just want 
to become a (Irand Mastei in the next 
couple of years. ’’ He became ,i (>M (Indi.i’s 
only one so far) witliin foui moiiths. 

They .isked him the same (jiiestions all 
over again altei he won the Coimbatore 
tourney to climb the (iM title The 
IH-ye.ir-old said. "Just Ix'ing .i CM is 
notliing sjiecial I w.iiit to improve my 
rating ami jilay in the liiterxon.il.’’ 

List week he c.iiiie third in the Manil.i 
Interzonal wlieie he had "no exjx-ctations 


By becoming the second 
Asian ever to qualify for 
the Candidates’ final, 

Vishwanathan Anand 
now several moves closer 
to the world title. 
DEVANC^SHU DA^H^A 
takes a close l(X)k at the 
‘Lightning Kid’ of world 
chess 




whatsoever" and "played one g.iine at a 
time" I'his perloimame (atapiilted hull 
into a elite band ot Hi (iMs the so called 
C.indidates who will jiroduce the (hallen- 
ger for the 199.'t World Title match 
It’s a long liaid road to the World 
Championship and when asked about his 
jirosjiecls 111 the Candidates matches 
Anand said (voiTve glle^sed it),"No ex- 
liectations whatsoevei.’’ The mail (re- 
rienibei he is only 21)) does not believe in 
pulling pressure on himself 

Ten others (jualified from Manila along 
with Anand They join four previous quali¬ 
fiers Mild the loser of the Karpov Kasparov 
match this October in a knockout cycle 
Lots will be dr.iwri and they will be paired 
olf in one-to-one matches overr the next 
two years The survivor plays against the 
winner ol the Karpov-Kasparov male h. in 
other words, the world chanipion 
To get this far is thecuelicallv jKissible 
for arivone. All he (oi she. or jiossihh it it 
conipiiters keep improving) has to do is 



















win the national title Fhis ensurt s a berth 
in a Zonal ITien the Zonal toppers git to 
pLiy an Interzonal and theme on to tht 
Candidates 

So to go all the way requirts i rither 
large investment of time a grt at deal of 
talent and iiersevtrintt iiid i sound 
temperament Imliidiiig Anind thtrt are 
seven newconu rs in the ‘It tyile I'he 
oldest IS Nikolii ((0) md th» youngest is 
Alexei Drecytv (1‘)) All of them comt 
from powdiiil ftdii itions and had plenty 

Knight in shining armour 


Utilising 4(1 ItK) minutes is considered 
brisk Anand averages something under 
half an hour' 

A liewildered (jrandniaster Vladimir 
lukmakov onie remarked People play 
that quirk only in a eoffee house' Anand 
had just won a 28 mover d islied off in 12 
minutes (iM Jon Speelman piedieted 
Anand would be e world be ate r if he leally 
started thinking' 

Phis IS the unique fleet of Anand s 
playing style—his mae lime gun veloe ity It 
pressurises opponents who end up 
scrambimg to complete their 40 moves, 
completely demoralised 
Otherwise Anand is a very sharp very 
well prepared theoretician He not only 
knows what other people are playmg he 
finds inprovements in home analysis The 
eArellenee of his homework can be gauged 
tioni the fact that he is the only man to 
qu dily for this Candidate s c yrle without a 
SI (Olid to help him out 

An md despite his astounding speed of 
thought IS an exciting rathe*r than excit 
able individual He always plays one game 
at a time one move at a time never losing 
his cool under fire At Manila he decided to 
play safe m the early rounds and gun for 
victory ill the last stages I his worked 
perfectly as he reeled off three wins and a 
draw at the end of the meet I he capacity 
to use to a challenge and go mto super 
gear is another pomter to his excellent 
temperament 

B orn m December 1969 Anand s 
career j^aph has been prodigious, but 







































took jiiM 25 0 ik»te 8 . fbr the entire 
0 iAe .Wrinst two and a hatf hom 
dM Anteficao. 

Anand «tnnnenseijr talented and in 
my opiidoa has not yet realised his fiiO 
potentiaL He is worid chanqaon mate¬ 
rial,^ according to many Westem ex¬ 
pert But some are critical of his 
lightnii^ speed wfakdi is the hallmark (rf 
lu st]^ ^ pby. Anand explained. “I 
am guided ky my mtuition in spotting 
my opponhnt'a moves in the game. 1 
calculate quickly and once jthe varia¬ 
tions are mathematically checked 1 
execute it immediately because I am 
confident of my judgement. Also, the 
knowledge and experience gained fircxn 
my earlier games have enabled me to 
inqirove my game”. 

Anand will have to play weB m the 
Candidate matches starting m early 
1990-91. At this stage, it wiB be on a 


steady No setiwi ks goals set and 
aihieved usually ahtad of si hedule He 
karnt thtss from his iriotliei Sushtela 
and honed his skills as a nine vi ar old in 
Manila where his lather was (xisted I bird 
HI the World (Indei 14 he was an Interna 
tional Maslei and Asian junior ihampion at 
I'j I he youngest ever national ehamiiion 
at lb. and a world junior champion and 
(iM, both at 18 (bee cover story. 
January .11, 1988) "Nothuig special ”i 
After that he acquired a manager 
(agent, really) who would select the inter 


Mdie . "'fc _ „ _IL-W’ ' 

ne WP imV IP WTViBiR 

priL Wbrid cftpnpiMi pp up nvidB 
wMi sImmbx txlcot tmd kwii wock g|psg« 
They do ttMd ike biddng of SB om- 
nieodonand the g u oa ni e K in a big 
way. So br Aondli poreala have 
provided their prodigiotta sod with al 
the bocfcfaig and cmnragemeid and 
oontinae to do aq, The govunment and 
federation Gwe alao encouraged henJn 
HoBand^Janl^iinan became a Candi¬ 
date Grandmaster and a special fend 
and organoation was set up by the 
Dutch govenunent Tinmian made it to 
the fii^ before he lost to Anatdy 
Karpov of USSR. The Candidate Mas¬ 
ter would need the services of a trom 
of experts to wc^ on his opening 
repertoire and accompany him to the 
Candidates’ toumamenL They wdl also 
be sparring partners for mat(± experi¬ 
ence counts most of all at this stage. 
Physical and psychological training is 
another must. I sincerely hope that 
India will take the cue frtmi HoUWi and 
provide Anand with the necessary faa- 
Hnes. If this happens we can hope for 
an Indian world chess champion from 
the country that gave the royal game to 
the world. 


national toumimcnts he would jikiv He 
vvoii at Wiik n Ac (Holl,uid) in 89 
traditiun.itly one of the strongest fields in 
thi world for India he was tht insjmation 
lx‘hind the Inumph at the Silonika Olym 
piad I ht national t< am beat I ngkiiid and 
landed in the toj) 20 for the first time 
despite forfeiting an entire round 

Unfortunately he is an ,iberration in the 
Indian and Asian context lie is onh the 
second Asian after (jM t.ugemo I or re 
(Philippines) to have ever qu.ilified for the 
Candidates Despite India’s increasing c rc 


Anand with his mother, teacher and inspiration 



dibility, the Baruas, Thipsays, Murugans 
et al are not ui the same c lass as Anand. 
Anand, or rather tlie All India Chess 
Federation, has to find top quality GMs 
who can help him tram for the Candidates 

Not very couKxlentally. most of the 
people who could do the job tome from 
federations which have othc*r players in 
the fray Fhere is a certain nsk in em 
pbying, say. a Russian to train Anand foi a 
match with, say, Ivanchuk or Judasin 

(liven this drawback and the second one 
of lacking match exjieiience. Anand dcK‘s 
lidve certain factors in his favour He will 
always Ik’ the underdog which is a situ,i 
lion he relishes His level headc-dness and 
modestv should ensure that he doesn’t 
psych' himself out His really excellent 
thc'orctual pieparalion is ideally suited to 
mate h play k in.illy spe ed c oiild be a major 
fac tor, for Candid.itc s matches feature 
gradii.illv decreasing time controls 

()l couist most [K>ople would back the 
loser of this Octoliei riMtih against .inyixie 
else in the Candidates cyck* haspaiov is 
the- highc si Mted pLivei of all lime and 
Kiipovworithe ‘Kfcyck with ease Still, 
Anand should give a ginxl aicount of 
himself .ig.iinst all comers He mty lose, 
but he IS unlikelv to lx humiliated 

Knowing Anand one susjx'c ts he would 
smipiv regard his possible eliminatKm as 
(xielknt practice for the % Candidates 
cycle lo date he Isis always stated that 
the wot Id championship was a long way off 
and set himself siihsidiaty go.ils which he 
has prcK eeded to fulfil Now there is really 
nothing else for him lo aim foi ami so, 
logically he will set his sights on the world 
(hampionship 

I rymg lo analyse the reasons for 
Anand s success one* tomes across a 
certain (wradox ffe has always fieen 
asthmatic siilknng cxcasionally severe 
Ixiiils I he world junioi was won while 
flitting in ind out ol hospital ITic- struggle 
to overcome this may have helped him 
mature' cjiiicklv Alscvlic pickcci up tennis 
and swimming whicli kc'ep him in gcxid 
shajie 

I he othc-i obvious fictors are a very 
stable and supportive sc I of parents lltey 
h.ivc always helped and encouraged lum 
without creating pressures I hen. again, 
he spe nt two of his formative years in 
Manila which is the chess capital of Asia 
He received good care ,ind coac huig at that 
stage and played with other talented 
youngsters 

Chess, the histonaiis agree, is a gime 
of Indian origin After centunes of neglect 
in Its native land, mayln* the exploits of 
one man will put India back on the world 
chess map Given whole hearted supjxiri, 
there is no reason why he can t do 
It—though a certain tiarn Kasparov may 
feel differently ■ 
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I s there life on Mars’ “Maybe not, but 
there will be," vow the red planet's 
enthusiasts 

A team of astronauts could be strolling 
under martian skies by the year 2006, say 
National Aeronautics and Space Adminis 
tration officials 

But many other advocates of a Mars 
journey are not happy because NASA first 
plans to visit the moon with a senes of 
orbiting scouting nussions, robotic ex 
plorations of the lunar surface and perhaps 
a manned outpost by 2004 

Former Apollo astronaut Michael Col 
lins concedes that the NASA approach 
makes some sense, but adds. The moon 
IS an unnecessary detour that would delay 
our colomsing a much mure mteresting 
place Besides, I think NASA only needs 
one major goal, not two ’ But NASA 
administrator Richard H 1 ruly considers 
the moon a cntical step on the way to 
Mars It will be an important way stabon 
to support our Mars exploration, ” he says, 
‘and what we learn on the mexin will 
greatly reduce our nsks as we proceed 
with the exploration an exploitabon of 
Mars ” 

Mark Craig who heads the lunar Mars 
exploration office at the Johnson Space 
Center here, stands firmly in his boss's 



22-month mission to Mars as early as July shorter distances from Earth, a manned 

2004 llieir crews would spend about 40 outpost could be set up on the moon much 

days on the red planet more easily than on Mtu^ “It's the closest 

NASA official and proponents of an celestial body, so we should learn to bve 

earlier Mars mission agree on one thing there, develop it economically and become 

the explorabon of the planet should not a truly spacefanng avilisabon,” says Lon 

a dead-end, one shot spectacular, but Garver, executive director of the National 

rather an orderly progression from first Space Society, a pnvate organisation that 

landing to small outpost to martian colony encourages US space exploration 
Because of better communications and 1 o keep the lunar economy humming. 













the moon’s soil would be tapped for 
oxygen to help fuel rockets, silicon to 
make solar cells and materials from which 
to fashion strong glass composites and 
ceramics. 

“The moon is also a potentially impor¬ 
tant source of helium T, a gas rarely found 



j on Earth that someday could be important 
1 m the development of fusion as a source of 
I electric power” says Doug Blanchard, 

I chief of planetary sciences at the Johnson 
I Space Center. A shuttled-size craft re¬ 
turning from the moon, he says, could 
carry enough helium 3 to sabsfy US 
electnc-power needs for a year. 

Earthbound astronomers stand to reap 
the nnwt immediate saentifk rewards 
firom a return to the moon. Set up on the 
dark side of the moon and shielded from 
Earth’s noise and light, their remote 
optical and radio telescopes would get an 
unprecedented view of the uraverse. 

"The moon is our nirvana; it is quite 
simply the best place in the accessible 
uiuverse from which to do astronomy,” 
says Harlan j. South, a Uruversity of 
Texas astronomer. 

Unlike many of his NASA colleagues, 
Owen E. Gwyime, an engineer at Ames 
Research Center, sees no compellmg sa- 
entific reason for gomg back to the moon. 
“The moon is nothing more than a big 


[ cement ball m the sky,” he says, “a dead 
planet with no tectonics, no active geology 
or atmosphere. Conceivably it might make 
a good observatory, but we've already 
made a big astronomy commitment with 
the soon-to-be-orbited Hubble space tele¬ 
scope. ” 

More Earth-like than the moiHi, Mars 
has an atmosphere, but it is harsh—almost 
all carbon dioxide with just a trace of 
nitrogen, argon, oxygen and water 
vapour. Surface temperatures m some 
places may reach only 30 degrees 
fahrenheit m midsummer. Both poles are 
covered with ice caps that change size 
with the season The ice, formed from 
water and carbon dioxide, has been called 
"frozen club soda.” 

"Mars IS a planet proved to have both 
atmosphere and water and many geologic¬ 
al features found on Earth,” says Louis D. 
Fncdman executive duector of the Planet¬ 
ary Society, a group dedicated to planetary 
exploration and the search for ex¬ 
traterrestrial bfe. “It fascinates us as a 
possible past, present and future abode for 
We and now beckons humans to become a 
multiplanet speaes.” 

Tte key point is that on Mars you can 
probably extract water in some fashion,” 
says Bruce Murray, a planetary scientist 
at the California Institute of Technology. 
Water from martian ground ice or polar 
caps could be electrolysed to produce 
oxygen to breathe. Hydrogen from the 
process could be combined with atmos¬ 
pheric carbon dioxide to produce methane, 
a fuel suitable for rockets, rover vehicles 
or habitat heating. With sufficient water, 
plants might be grown in the martian soil in 
greenhouses, the soil also ought yield 
cement, glass and metals for construction. 

“We should enter an agreement with 
the Soviets and other space-conscious 
nations and make Mars our pnonty,” says 
Murray. “NASA has never seriously 
accepted the challenge of going there and 
IS finding reasons to dally at the mooa” 

Continuing budget de&its m both the 
Soviet Union and the Umted States could 
make the Mars-moon question moot. "It 
will take some real statesmanship m the 
face of very difticult budgetary and fistal 
realities to get the funds fur these long- 
range, speculative space ventures,” says 
John Logsdon, director of George 
Washmgton University’s Space Policy In¬ 
stitute. 

(National Qeograpluc News Sennce) 
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Aamir Kliao and Madhuri 
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Hindi Films 


• Dll: Metro (Chownnidiee Road; 
280H1), Milra (Bidhan Sarani; 
551Ki3) — 4 shows: Menoka 
(Saiat Chalteijee Avenue: 410417) 
— 3 shows. 

Directed by Indra Kumar and 
with musK by Anand Milind. the 


6fan stars Aamr Khan. Madhun 
Dixit and Anupam Kher. 

• Decwana Majh Sa NaUn: 
Paradise (Bentinck Street; 
285442), Mj^stic (Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai Road; 242256), Krishna 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 250437), Priya 
(Rashbehari Avenue; 4M440), 
Ragini (Bebaghata Main Road: 
363264). 

Aamir Khan and Madhuri Dixit 



are the Md pair. Also in the cast 
are Kbishboo, Jainendra, Satyen 
Kappu, Beena and Ranieeta in a 
g^t appearance. The 6bn is 
directed by Y. Nageshwar Rao and 
the music is by Anand Mibid. 

• Ghayal: Orient (Bentinck 
Street; 281917), Basusree (S,P. 
Mukheijee Road; 484808), Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhaduri 
Street; 552270) — 4 shows. 

Sunny Deol and Meenakshi 
Seshadri are the chief attractions. 
Others co-starnng are Amrish 
Puri, Moushumi'Chatteqee, Om 
Puri, Raj Babbar, Kulbhushan 
Kharbanda, Shafi Inamdar and 
Annu Kapoor. The him is directed 
by imkumar Santoshi and the 
music is by Bappi Lahiii 

• Gunabon Ka Devta: Opera 
(Lenin Sarani; 281849), Lotus 
(S.N. Baneijee Road; 242664), 
Grace (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
311090), Kharaia (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road; 552932), Indira (In¬ 
dra Roy Road; 471757) — 4 
shows. 

Mithun Chakraborty, Sangeeta 
Bijiani. Aditya PaiKholi, Sujata 
Mehta, Shakti Kapoor, Kul¬ 
bhushan Kharbanda aixl Daimy 
compn.sc the mam cast. The film is 
directed by Kawal ^larma and the 
music is by Aimu Malik. 

• Junn: Elite (S.N. Banerjee 
Road; 241383), Higd (Ganesh 
Chan^ Avenue; 272473), Naaz 
(Lower Chit|mr Road; 277273), 
Liberty (Chittaranjan Avenue; 
553046), Pumasree (Raja R^ Kis- 
sen Street; 554033) — 4 shows; 
Gera (Acharya Jaipdish Chandia 
Bose Road; 249828)—3 shows. 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star- 
nng Vinod Khanna, Meenakshi 
Seshadn, Sangeeta Bylani and Sha¬ 
fi Inamdar. The music is by Rajesh 
Roshan. 

• Men Pati Sirf Men Hal: 

Roxy (Chowringhee Place; 
284138), Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kid¬ 
wai Road; 244822), Moonlight 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 254956), Jagat 
(Acharya Praftila Chandra Road: 
365108), Sree (Bidhan Sarani; 
551515), Bina (Bidhan Sarani; 
311522)—4 shows; Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteijee Avenue: 410417) — 
noon. 

A social entertainer, starring 
Rekha, Jeetendra, Radhika. Anu¬ 
pam Kher and Utpal Dutt. The film 
is directed by Manobaia and the 
musK IS by Anand Milind. 


Bengali Films 


• Badnaam: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani: .558080) — 2.30, 5.15, 8; 
Puma (S.P. Mukhetjee Road; 
474567) — 2.30, 5.30, 8.15; 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road: 271282) — 2, 5, 7.45. 

Shibu Mittra's maiden Bengali 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Prasenjit and Shakti 













Amateur Dramatisti* Layavtayaa 


PrintMl h*r* la tha ngulmr Indian Airiinaa acha- 
dula. But tha aehadula haa baan curtailad dua to 
tha groundlnfi of Ita Alrbua A320 float. Paaaan- 
gara ara adviaad to kaap track of announca* 
manta mada by Indian Alrllnaa In tha proas. For 
aaalatanea, thay may contact 202848, 202688, 
260809, 262417, 809483. 069841/2/3/4/8 and 
069033. 


Kapoor. The muaic u by Bappi 
Labtri. 

• GumUfRupbanKBidhanSara- 
n; 553413), Aruna (Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi Road; 359561), Bhaiati (S.P. 
Mukheijee Road; 474686)—1, 4, 
7. 

A film by Dilip Roy, starring 
Tapaa Paul, Debashree Roy and 
Rapa GangulL The music is by 
Kami Bhattacharya. 


SpiH'i.il K\ t'Dl^ 


29 and 30 July: 3 pm to 8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings by 
Malayanada in the New South Gal-' 
lery. 

•An exhibition of paintings by 
Amp Mukheriee in the West Gal¬ 
lery. 

29-31 July: 3 pm to 8 pm 

An exhibition of paiintings by 
Moulinath Chakraborty in the 
South Gallery. 

•Ranjit Roy's exhibition of paint- 
uigs in the North (iailery. 

• Basab Chattopadhyay will hold 
his paintings exhibition in the New 
Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284302) 

29 July; 5.30 pm 
Rasika Ranjan Sabha and 
Amateur Dramatists present 
Layavmyas—a melody of music 
and percussion featunng N Shank¬ 
ar (mndangam), P Sairam (kan- 
ju^), G.K. Venkatachalam (gha- 
tam), Kaushik Chowdhury (tabla), 
Bhaskar Mukherjec (tabla 
taraang), H Viswanath (synthesiz¬ 
er) and G.V. Rajan (violin and key 
board) 

At Sn I'hvagaraja Hall (P-530 
Raja Basanta Roy Road; Calcutta 
29). 

29 July; 3.30 pm and 6.30 pm 

Padatik presents the Hmdi play, 
Pratibimb. written by Mabesh 
Elkunchwar and directed by 
Satyadev Dubey. The caSt includes 
Arun Sharma, Sanchayita Bhat¬ 
tacharya, B.M. Hada and Neetu 
Khtlnam. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road: 284302). 

31 Adyt 41SPB> 

AtUua presents a programme 
of recitation and aruU-natak, 
fatiw fng PTMlIp Ghoeh. Amalendu 
Bhatucharya, Papia A'dhikari, 
Sraeb M^umder and others. 

At Rrtiinto Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 


TRAVEL 


IMjines 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura timas ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. FIguraa in braekata 
danota tha days, 1 being 
Monday. 


liiterMation.'il 


LoBdon-DcIhi-Calcutta: Arr. 

(1) : AI-132/A1-1320 at 1300 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York: Dep. (2); AI-101 at 
0240. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dubai: Dep. 

(2) : AI-lOl/AI-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); AI-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 1935. 
Calcutta-Bonibay-London- 
New York: Dep. (6): A1-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 

Calcutta-Oelhl-Pails-London: 
Dep. (7): A1-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Calcutta-Delhl-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): Al-165yAl- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-Loudon-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7): AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340., 

Fraakfurt-Rome-Delbi- 
Calctttta: Atr. (1): A1-162/AI- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Air 

(4)- SU-537 at i.525 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep 
(4) SII-5J8 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta: Arr (1. 4) 
RJ-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 

Bangkok): Dep. (1. 4). RJ-J81 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Singapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) ; 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2. 4, 
7) IC-232 at 1640. Arr. (1. 3. 6). 
TG-313 at 1240, Dep. (2. 4, 7). 
IC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1. 3 6): 
TG-314 at 1355 

Delhi-Calcutta-Dhafca: Arr. 
(b). IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (61 
IC-843 at il8.'i5 

Ohaka-Calcutta-Oelhi: Arr 

(6l lL-8tt at 1115. Dep. (6)- 
IC-844 .It 121.5. 

Catentta-Kathmaiidu: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250. Dep. (2. 4, 6. 

7) ; IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, An. (2, 4, 6. 7): 
lC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep (daily) 
BG-092 at 10,50 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep (1.2,3,4,6.7) B(. 094 
at 1620. Dep (5).BG-098at 1820, 
Dep (1.7) It-223 at 1340. Dep 

(2.4.6) 1C-223 at 1640 
Dhaka-Calcutta; Arr. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr (1.2.3.4.6.7) BG-093 
at 1540. Arr (5). BG-097 at 1740. 
Ait (1.7) lC-224 at 1540. Arr 

(2.4.6) IC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chittagong; Dep 
(2.5) BG-698 at 1415. Dep. (6) 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chlttagong-CalcutU: Arr. (2. 
5): BG-697 at 1330. Arr. (6). 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900. Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Calcuttd-Delhl; Dep. (7) Al- 
1651 at 0500 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr (1)- AI- 
1320 at 1300; Arr (7) AM 122 at 
0340. 

Calcuna-Bombay: Dep. (2) Al- 
101 at 0240; Dep. (6) Al-309 at 
1935 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr (5) AI- 
306 at 1815 

Imam AMhaea 

Calcutta-Delhl; Dep (daily) 1C 
263 at 0630 and 1C-402 at 17tK), 
Arr (dady): IC-4()1 at 1135 and 
lC-264 at 2225 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily). 
IC-273 at 1920 and IC-176 at 0845; 
Arr. (daily); IC-274 at 1830 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dej.. (daily) 
1C-265 at 1700, Arr (daily); IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutla-Bangalore: Dep 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-271 at 1500; Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-272 at 2025,, 
Calcuttn-VIzag-Madma: Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-.542 at 0730: Arr. 
’(1)’: IC-541 at 0945. Arr (2.4.6); 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1250; Alt. (daily) : 
IC-230 at 1540. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : lC-201 at 1130: Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245. Arr. 


(2.4) lC-202 at 1500. 

Calcutta - Texpur • Jorhat - 
Guwahatl - Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7) IC 213 at 1030 Arr 

(3.5.7) It-213 at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwahatl - Dlma- 
pur: Dep (1.1,.5.6) lC-219 at 
1120. Arr (1.3.5.6) IC-220at 1600 
Calcutta - Bagdogra; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly) 1C-221 at 1100: Air (daily)' 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly) IC-241 at 0700. Dep (2.4). 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep (3.5.6,7). 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep (1). IC-243 
at 1400. Anr (daily); lC-242 at 
0900. Arr (2,4)' IC-244 at 1600. 
Arr (3. .5. 6.7). IC-244 at 1020. 
Arr (1) IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Sllchar- Imptaal: 
Dep (daily) IC-255 at 0600: Arr. 
(daily) IC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) . IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 

(3.5.6) lC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : IC-277 at 1745: Air. 

(1.2.7) . IC-278 at 2215 
Calcutta-Port Blair; Dep. 
(2.4) lC-285 at 0545 ; Arr. (2,4): 
IC-286 at 101.5. 

Calcutta - Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1) IC-287 at 
0545; An (1). IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow ■ Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . lC-410at0830; An, 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) lC-409 at 1510. 

Vmyudoot 

Caicutta-Shlllong-Guwabatl- 
Silchar; Dep. (dsuly): PF-701 at 
0940; An. (daUy): PF-702 at 1650. 
Calculta-Coocb Behar: Dep. 
(2. 4. 6. 7): PF-707 at 0610; An. 
(2. 4. 6, 7)' PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Ulabari-DIbrugarh; Dep. (1, 
3, 5, 7)' PF-709/735 at 0815; An. 
(1, 3. 5. 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-Dimapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
An. (2. 4, 6): Pr-728 at 1745. 
Calctttta-Agartaia-Kmnalpur- 
Kailashar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2. 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
An. (2, 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040 
Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600; An. (1. 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3. 
5, 7): PF-729A at 0550; An. (1. 3, 
5, 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Calcutta-Alzawl-SUchar: Dep. 
'daily): PF-705 at 1120; An (dai- 


?1 












ly) PF 706 at 1615 

Calcutta-Rourkcla-RaQchi. 

Dep (1 3 5) PF 715 at 0600 
Arr (1 3 5) PF 716 at 1025 

Calcutta-Cuwakati-Lllaturi 


Zlro-Daparizo Dep (2 4 6) 
PF 721 at 0930 Ait (2 4 b) 
PF 722 at 1805 

C a I c u 11 a - G u w a k a 1 1 • 
DibruRark-Paaaifkat-Along 


Dep (1 3 5) PF 723 at 1045 
Air (1 3 5) PF 724 at 1950 

Caicutta-Jaraakedpur-Pataa 

Dep (2 4 6) PF 725 at 0550 


Ait (2 4 6) PF 726 at 1040 

Caicutta-Dkanbad-Gaya- 

Patna-Okanbad'Calcutta 

Dep (1 3 5) PF 737 at 0600 
Arr (1 3 5) PF 738 at 1100 


Trains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

H90frmh 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Delhi Kalka Mail 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

19 20 

Amritsar Mail 

8 35 

3006 

3003 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9 15 

AIrCond (New Delhi) Es 

press via Gaya Varanasi 

Dep —Tues Thurs S Sat 

Arri —Wed Fr & Sun 

18 00 

2382 

230J 

9 15 

Air Cond (New Delhi) Ea 

press via Patna 

Dep —Mon Wed Fi & Sun 
Arr —Mon Tues Thu is 4 
Sat 

18 00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

Ra)dhani Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thuis Fr 

4 Sun 

Am Tues Wed Thyrs 
Sat 4 Sun 

11 00 

2302 

2373 

23 00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Exp 

Til Wkly 

Dep -Tues Fn 4 Sal 

Arr -Tues Wed 4 Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanehal (Qorakhpur) Ex 

press 

Dep —Mon 4 Thurs 

Arri —Thurs 4 Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20 05 

Doori Express va Graid 
Chord 

20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Toolan Express via Man L ne 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Express 

15 I'i 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Express va Man t.ne 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

21 iO 

Delhi Janata Express v a 

Mam Line 

53o 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

Mithlla Express 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

600 

Kanchen)unga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Asansol Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Danapur Express 

b 35 

3032 

1025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep —Wednesday 

Arri —Friday 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22 05 

Jamaipur Trt-aifcly Expresa 

Dep-Tues Thurs 4 Sal 

Am —Mon Thurs 4 Sal 

6 00 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santinikefan Express 

15 40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambal (Owslior) Tri 
weekly Superfast Express 

Dep —Thurs Sal 4 Sun 

Arri -Tues Wed 4 Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15 25 

Shtpra (Indore) Express 

Dep —Tues 4 Wed 

Arri-Sal 4 Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shakflpun) (Chooan) 

Deo 4 Arr —Mon 4 Fr 

’30 

3328 

5049 

22 25 

Oorakhpur Cxpreea 

Dep 4 Am —Sunday 

ttaUMH 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19 00 

Darjeeling HaH 

8 45 

3114 

3153 

21 40 

Oour Express 

Jammu Tawi Express 

6 15 

3154 

3151 

11 20 

16 30 

3152 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

SBG Loop 

12 50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

Bhagiralhl (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhspra Expresa Tn weekly 

Dep 4 Arri —Wed Fn 4 Sun 

4 30 

5186 


Oapartura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

6003 

20 45 

Madras Mall 

6 45 

6004 

8002 

20 00 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7 26 

» 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Oilaniali (Bombay) Express 

14 30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Exprsas 

430 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Exprsss via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14 45 

Coromandel (Madras) Express 

It 30 

2842 

2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep Tues 

Arr Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tala Steel Express 

10 20 

8014 

8011 

6 10 

Ispat Express 

21 45 

8012 

8005 

21 40 

Sambalpur Express 

6 55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Halls Express 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Purl Exprsss 

5 30 

8008 

8409 

19 20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7 45 

8410 

2621 

5 53 

Ohauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21 20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupati Express 

4 15 

8080 

8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex 
press 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulla Exprsss 

Dep — Evcepl Saturday 

Arr ExcepI Sunday 

11 20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahati Howrah 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday on y 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Central Howrah 
Guwahati Exprsss 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Guwahati Weekly Express 
(VIS VIsakhapatnam 8 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahati Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(VIS Howrah 8 Visakha 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22 33 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superlast Express 
(vis Visakhapatnam 8 
Madras) 

Dep Fr 8 Sun 

Arr Tues 4 Fr 

n 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahati Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

8 Cuttack) 

Wt li esday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Bangalore City Guwahati 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

8 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13 45 

2673 

2610 

22 35 

Patna Cochin Harbour Ter 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Cochin Har^ur Terminus 
Pains Weekly Express (vis 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13 45 

2609 


ENOUIMES For round tho clock inforntation of Eaatern 
Railway traina, piaaao dial 203S46 S4 torjn coming trama, 
203B3B 44 for all other informations For information 
about reservations on Eastern and South Eastern Railways 
trains, dial 203800 (from 9 am to 9 pm on waafcdays and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundays and gasattod holidaysl 
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TOSS UP) Tract the path of Ma bridal bouquet. WMeti of four 
routaa doaa If taka to roach Ita daatinatlon at r%M7 


a ODD ANGLES' If a bracelet IS a B angle and a 
pendant a 0 angle letter these angles 1 A pesky knot 
2 A com rattle 3 A pressing device 

•iBu> r« c •isvr r z ■iSv* i i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least si« tsmi- 
ences in drswing details between top and bottom panalt Hoar 
quickly can you imd them’ Check answers with those below 

paiiu «i ptaH 9 Bumiui «i Cuums 9 Buwtiui» ssno * Buitsiu 
91 )|OOu c 5ui9*iui SI uHiiutpun Z l• 9 •wl SI 9011 uo uniS I sesueisiiiQ 



SMMflV SAY WHAT OCN 

See H you can nH ihe blanks above 
with live words so that each 
honzontal row wiH contain a word 
with the letters DEN stepped oH m 
• the manner Indicted 

If you fall to think of live such 
words irytheoneasuggesisdby 
these definitions 

1 Person who says, "Open 
wlds * 

2 SIdeklehofatonsH 

3 Hup, two, three, four, 
example 

4 Person who atteiHfs school 
What travel Is wont to do they 

say 

Timelimit 2min 

USWma S luspnis 
r MuuMt] c pvwspv z wwisa I 


eSUMSPREADIDlBitia 
1*9 Wd arraiiBdd tot the 
fHagram below ao that the 
mhMa row is douMa tho 
amount of the top row. 
and the bottom row Is 
tliroa times tho amount of 
the top row. 

Thara are a number of 
other ways of arranging 
dia sama nine digits with 
similar results. See if you 
can And one. 


' eie 


FUNSPOT 



HEAVY METALI M lady a dancing partner Is s knight In shining 
armor Add these eolora 1—Red 3—Lt blue 3—Yeltew 4—LI 
brown S—Flesh tones 6—U green 7—Ok brown S—Oh blue 



































A “Who am r” from Othel¬ 
lo Mazoomdaar, Bora! 

“A great scholar, novelist 
short story wnter, humanist 
essayist and a Nobel laure 
ate at the age of 55, he was 
bom in a June of the last 
quarter of the last century 
His father was twice Mayor 
of the city and his mother, 
who was of mixed German, 
Portuguese and West Indian 
biood, was a talented pianist 
and singer He was a pas¬ 


sionate cyclist, never drove a 
car and never used a type¬ 
writer and his novels were of 
a peculiar combination of 
Irony, regret, wisdom born of 
suffering, and courage and 


QUESTIONS 


11 WlwtIidoldiMlh? 
(SniMIr Ahmad. Cfdcutta 

Q What national week is 
oele bfated inindiainthe 
irri l itn ie ak ^October? (Jay 
eNf^Menoa Catcutia 


Frc Oueerton;Theeyee of E.T. In the 

film of the aame name were modelled 
after a compoelta photograph of which 
three famous men? (AJIukherJee, 23/46 
Garlahat Road, Calcutta 700029) 

-!—— Ana: A eompoelte photograph of the 

eyes of Albert Einstein, the poet Carl Sandburg and 
Ernest Hemingway. Spielberg hoped that E.T. would 
project a combination of the Intelligence, sensitivity 
and adventurousnaas those men represented. 



faith He married the only 
daughter of a wealthy 
mathematician and his 
eldest daughter who became 
an actress and marned a 
famous English poet, is the 
author of The Last Year A 
Memoir of My Father He 
died at the age of 80 some¬ 
where In Europe where FIFA 
has its headquarters 

“Who was he and which 
English poet married his 
eldest daughter‘7 

“Thomas Mann (bom 
1875, Nobel Pnze in 1929, 
died 1955) and W H Auden 
married his eldest daughter ” 

Ra)iv Nath reports from 
Guwahati 

“The Quiz Forum of So- 
nari, Assam, conducted an 
open All-Assam quiz com¬ 
petition in the Don Bosco 
School auditonum, Sonan 
Braving the inclement 


(Samanttia Dural. CMcMila 

${ Who scored MM first 
goaHii‘ttaiia90'?(P.' 
Sursndhli. NawacMi 10 • 
AaitKrPanigriiN, Jharau- 
guda2) 

wiieharMormwas 
first davtoadifi TOTS by 
Aloys Senefelder? (^ms- 


weather, the quiz was 
attended by 44 teams from 
far and near Professor Dilip 
Baruah, very wellknown in 
Assam quiz circles, was the 
quizmaster In the keenly 
contested final. Cotton Col¬ 
lege, Guwahati, represented 
by Yugantar Jeevan Saikia, 
Ranjit Kr Das and Subir Kr 
Das won the 1st pnze The 
second and third prizes were 
bagged by RMC club, 

Jorhat, and J B College, re¬ 
spectively " 

“What was the Easter Rebel¬ 
lion?" asks B R Rao, Cal- 
cutta-25 

April 24,1916 Easter 
Monday Over 1500 Irish re¬ 
bels, taking advantage of 
Britain’s vulnerability dunng 
World War I, took to the 
streets of Dublin seized 
several public buildings, and 
declared Ireland an indepen¬ 
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dent republic In the six-day 
Easter Rebellion, separatists 
held off the Royal Irish Con¬ 
stabulary, city police, and 
Bntsh troops before sur- 
rendenng Killed in the 
crossfire were 52 rebels, 129 
of the loyalist forces, and 
450 city residents The upris¬ 
ing failed to arouse the 
majonty of tnshoien, be¬ 
cause most considered it 
treasonous to so distract the 
home government when at 
any moment the empire 
might fall before the German 
war machine British patnot- 
ism in Ireland no doubt 
would have continued till the 
war's end—especially since 
many Insh boys were fight¬ 
ing on the Continent, too—if 
Bntain had not undertaken 
reprisals In 10 days, the au- 
thonties swept 2000 Dublin¬ 
ers inlo jail without trial The 
leaders of the rebellion were 
court-martialled and ex¬ 
ecuted, including James 
Connolly, who was so sev¬ 
erely wounded in the fray 
that he had to face the finng 
squad strapped into an up- 
nght stretcher The insur¬ 
gents, who had been led to 
prison amid the taunts and 
jeers of the jieople suddenly 
became heroes in death 
their pictures joining those of 
saints on the walls of Insh 
Catholic homes 
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I WAS MOPING FOR 5QMETHIMO A BIT 
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i\C)AM INSTEAD OF ME MAN 
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The cuppa could hardly have been enough to cheer V.P. Singh. The 
reinstatement of Om Prakash Chautala as the chief minister of Haryana 


triggered off the worst cnsis 


so far. Lets just say 




ront government has seen 


sterial 
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HOW TO KEiP SMILING WITH YOUR FEET UP. 

Now that s a situation none of us would 
like to get into But then, one can never 
tell can one’ A minor accident in a 
careless moment Or a major ailment one 
never dreamt of 

These are contingenaes you can easily 
prepare for With Medidaim from New 
India A Hospitalisation and Domiciliary 
Hospitalisation Benefit Policy that offers 
you and your family a range of medical 
benefits including cover for hospitalisation 
at home under speaal arcumstances For 
a premium as low as Rs 200 per annum (at 
the minimum) It also offers you a family 
discount and a tax rebate 

Show how much you love and care for 
your femily Get New India's MedicJaim 
Policy It offers you so much for so little' 
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As soon as 

we reach one sununit, 
we strive 
for the next. 
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Century ... India’s largest exporter of cotton 
textiles. Now also a leading producer of cement. 

From a modest beginning in 1975, Century 
has blossomed into India's largest exporter of 
cotton textiles. Earning more than Rs. 100 crore in 
hard cunency in the year 1989-90. 

Over the years Century diversified into rayon 
yam, tyrecord, minerals & chemicals, cement, pulp 
& paper and shipping. In all the.se areas the 
Company has made its mark. 

In cement, the Company has achieved 
remarkable success in a short time. Cement 
manufactured at its most modern plants, 
CENTURY CEMENT, MAIHAR CEMENT, 
MANIKGARH CEMENT is now being marketed in 
almost all parts of the country. 

Century is now exploring new avenues to 
create more productive assets for the country, and 
more opportunities for our people to better the 
quality of their lives. 


Ctatviy TextUa and Industries Limited 
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Goal! 

And finally...your World 
Cup Special Only 8) was 
better than we ever im¬ 
agined. You have also 
leached your god ot being 
the most mteresti^ exat- 
h^ and eye-catching maga¬ 
zine this season. 

Neelam Naliata, 
Samnuggur (W.B.) 

■ Sanjib Banerjee de¬ 
serves to be an>lauded for 
referring to Roger Milla 
and his teammates' £aiiy- 
tale-like emergence as a 
W<^ Cup power, much to 
the displeasure of the Mlhite 
man. 

Some of the commenta¬ 
tors in the live telecasts, 
probably British, were 
frugal in their praise of the 
Cameroon team and could 
not conceal their grudge at 
the African lions roaring 
when the England team 
just managed to gain an 
“embarraasing and unde¬ 
serving" 3-2 victory. There 
was a hel{^ tiand of God’ 
that finally helped the 
toothless lion grunt 
Pratul Kumar Das, 
Ranagfrat (W.B.) 

■ Your Rainbow feature 
puzzled me ^eatly. The 
obscene opening ceremony 
was telecast throughout In¬ 


dia and we were cau^t off¬ 
guard watching it with 
other family meniterB. You 
need not have repeated 
that through still photo¬ 
graphs. 

Asnoke Sengupta, 

Rahara (W.B.) 

■ Ail the articles were in¬ 
teresting but Chima Oker- 
ie’s ‘Bl^ Cats’ was the 
best. However, he was 
wrong m suggesting that 
more African teams should 
be given a berth in the fin¬ 
als at the cost of Latin 
American teams. 

The standard of Braz^ 
Uruguay and Colombia is 
still hi^ Actually, a few of 
the European teams should 
give way to the African 
teams. Sweden, Austria, 
Ireland and Scotland are 
just not fit for the World 
Ci 4 > finals. 

Kajal Ciutterjee, 
Dhanbad 


a Being bom and brought 
iq> in Nigeria, Chuna can 
mailt over Cameroon's in¬ 
credible success. They 
really played well against 
England, though the re¬ 
feree seemed to 
have a soft comer for the 
BAiites. 

Ttthln Saha, 

Magra (Hoogly) 



Travel A^^ain? 

Now, why a story on 
Darjeeling (‘A Queen Once 
More,’June 24) soon after 
a whole issue on travel 
(April 29)? 

Dakshiiil Pal, 

Calcutta 

uThe story evaded some 
of the basic facts about pre- 
sentday Darjeeling. 1 was 
there recently and found 
the behaviour of the locals 
boarding the toy tram to be 
fractious to the extreme. 

Both men and women 
are assaulted indiscrimi¬ 
nately. If anyone tries to 
intervene, he is also sub¬ 
jected to blows. I would 
suggest to visitors, special¬ 
ly those accompanied by 
women, to travd by road 
only. 

Saoatanu Pattadar, 

Ranchi 

Inspired 

Your cover story on adop¬ 
tion (‘Someone to Love’, 
June 17) has inspired me to 
adc^t a male child m order 
to @ve a brother to my two 
daughters and bring a ba¬ 
lance to my family. 
Nareswar Das, 

Hoo^ily 

■ I had planned to adopt a 
child, but thanks to your 
cover story, 1 have 
chan^ my criind. Instead 
of going through the pamfiil 
le^ procedures it is a lot 
better to bring a minor beg- 
gfi fixnn the streets and 
adc^ him/her. 

RaJa Banerjee, 
Kharagpur (W.B.) 

■ I fully agree with you 
that abandoned children 
can be adopted m India it¬ 
self if the adoption laws are 
made uniform and the gov¬ 
ernment media give v^e 
publicity to the cause. 
There are, I understand, 
three to four millicxi adopt- 
able children, but not more 
than 1,000 such children 
are adopted annually in 
India. 

S.S. Rgjpnt, 

Calcutta 
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■ ^IrWhere are the 
famous faces of yi'steryear 
which captivated the hearts of 
millions’ 


■ there are people who 
really like their eartli for eats 
And they do not consider it 
unusual behaviour, either 


18 


■ exhibition of 1(H) 

pamtings by 100 artists opens 
day after tomorrow to 
commemorate the aty’s 
tercentenary 
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r /sume 
/ clays 
A gntty 
^^clays are 

J eggs, disks 
ts, baked in 
over a fire, 
it markets 

It earth is 
us beliefs, 

, medicinal 
. aysiological 


/Clay may be eaten to reduce 
(ookworm-caused abdominal 
pain, ease hunger pangs, 
soothe heartburn and nausea, 
control diarrhoea or simply 



satisfy a craving To discern¬ 
ing (^tes some soil has a 
pleasingly sour, lemony taste 
But the most common man¬ 
ifestation of geophagy. Hunter 
says, IS during pregnancy, so 
much so that he calls clays 
used for eating "pregnancy 
clays ” 

In India, for example, elabo¬ 
rate , baked clay figurines are 
given as bndal gifts, to be 
broken and eaten during pre¬ 
gnancy In Africa, Hunter 
says, if a pregnant woman is 


see or pharmacy to go to and 
no money for nutritional sup¬ 
plements, she resorts to intui¬ 
tive, pragmatic folk medicine ” 
Under theseM-ircumstances, 
he explains, “clays can de¬ 
finitely supply minerals to the 
fetus They compare favour¬ 
ably with Western phar¬ 
maceutical supplements ” 
Hunter's judgment is based 
on laboratory tests at Michigan 
State that i^ysed clay sam¬ 
ples and sunulated human 
digestion to determine what 





how revolting, but there is no 
stigma It lb a nearly universal 
cross-cultural phenomenon, an 
accepted fact of life,” says 
geographer John M Hunter of 
Michigan State University, 
who has studied earth-eating, 



Li*is s'*‘^ c 


“undernourished, exhausted 
firom many pregnanaes in a 
few years, has no doctor to 


the body receives from clay 
His work was supported m 
part by the Nabonal Geog¬ 
raphic Soaety 
Depending on where clays 
originate, they can contain 
minerals such as iron, calaum. 
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magnesium, potassium, phos¬ 
phorous, zinc, copper and 
manganese. 

Geophagy is a harmless 
practice unless carried to ex¬ 
cess, Hunter says. Heavy, 
habitual clay-eating can impede 
the body's absorption of 
minerals and block the colon. 

But culturally rooted 
geophagy, he says, should not 
be confused with a psychiatric 
disorder, commonly called 
pica, that IS manifested by 
chronic, compulsive eating of 
noii-foods such as gravel, 
chalk, paint chips or dirt. 

Geophagy—which can be 
traced back to ancient Greek 
and Roman times when 
embossed red-clay medallions 
were widely used as medi¬ 
cine—IS still practised m Afri¬ 
ca, Asia, the Middle East. 
Central Amenca and the Un¬ 
ited States. 

Hunter believes Afncans 
probably started eating clay to 


satisfy hunger pangs. A person 
would reach out for the 
nearest bit of clay, breaking off 
a piece of the fireplace, for 
example. "That smoked clay 
would be cnspy and crunchy to 
eat," he says. 

As the practice evolved, a 
favourite family clay pit would 
be found, and then one prefer¬ 
red by a group of famibes or a 
village. Eventually, a peasant 
industry emerged, with clays 
sold in markets sometimes 
hundreds of miles away 

Clays for trade are often 
washed, mixed with water, 
kneaded, shaped, sometimes 
decorated and dried in the sun 
Many are left in lump form 
They all sell for pennies. 

African slaves brought 
geophagy to the southern Un¬ 
ited States It is still practised 
by some blacks, mostly dunng 
pregnancy, in Mississippi, Ala¬ 
bama, Georgia and the Carob- 
nas. Even when some black 


women move to Northern 
abes, they are sent clays horn 
the family clay mound. Hunter 
says. But others look down on 
the clay-eating habits of theu* 
mothers and grandmothers 
and consume less-nutntiuus 
laundry starch instead. 

in Central Amenca clay¬ 
eating IS associated with 
worship of the Black Chnst at 
Esquipulas in eastern Guate¬ 
mala Once a sacred Indian site 
known for its healuig muds and 
hot springs, it became a 
Christian shrine after the 
Spanish Conquest A five-foot- 
high image of Chnst on the 
cross, carved in 1595, became 
known as the Black Chnst 
because its brown woods le- 
sembled the topper-coloured 
skin of the Indians. 

More than a milbon people a 
year, most from Central 
Amenca, now visit the shnne, 
says georgrapher Robert N. 
Thomas of Michigan State. 
Small, gbstening white clay 
tablets—embossed with the 
image of Chnst and known as 
pan del Senor (bread of the 
Lord) are sold to the pilgrims. 
The luscuits are usually eaten 


during pregnancy. 

These tablets, each 
weighing little more than an 
ounce, are made by local peo¬ 
ple from clay from a hdy hill. 
"You have to dig down for it 
several feet, below the topsoil 
and subsoil, where the clay is 
hard, compact and clean," 
Hunter sms. 

From Esquipulas, worship 
of the Black Christ has spread 
throu^ut much of Central 
America—and with it, clay¬ 
eating. (leographer Oscar H. 
Horst of Western Michigan 
University, who has traced the 
diffusion of Black Christ 
shrmes, has reports of at least 
170 others, most in Guatema¬ 
la, Honduras, El Salvador and 
Mexico. Clays from Esquipu¬ 
las or from local day pits are 
sold at a number of these 
shnnes. 

Hunter, who has sampled 
some clay, has not acquired a 
taste for it. "Dry in my mouth- 
. .bland." he reports. He had 
to wash It down with water. 

Joy Aschenbach 

(National Geognphx News 
Sendee) 
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• Stamps: 1 offer 800 Indian 
and foreign stamps for a walk- 
man or a camera with flashgun 
or a stereo taperecorder. 
Wnte to Amniddha Roy Chow- 
dhury, 4/2 Joy Narayan Baner- 
jee Lane, Baranagar, Calcutta- 
700 036. 

• Textbooks: 1 offer books 
of mechanical engineering for 
books of computer engineermg 
or anythmg of corresponebng 
value. Contact /Vnand Gupta, 
T.H. 130, Hindmotor Colony, 
P.O. Hindmotor, dist. Hoogh- 
ly. W.B. Pin-712 233. 

• Floppy discs: 1 offer the 
Guinness Book of World Re¬ 
cords, two floppy discs and 
two penfriend bsts for anything 
of corresponding value, Wnte 
to Subu. G.P.O. Box no. 62, 
Shillong-793 001. 

s Posters: I would like to 
exchange two brand new post¬ 
ers of Rambo II and Bruce Lee 
for some foreign stamps. 
Wnte to Paromita Kar, Block ' 


18/2, Flat-14. P.O Garden 
Reach (BNR) Calcutta-700 
043. 

• Camera, Walkman and 
LPs; 1 offer a 35mm HIMAX 
camera alongwith an Achiever 
828 flashgun and colour-filters. 
I also offer a UNICEF walk- 
man with a pair of headphones, 
several cassettes and LPs 
(western) for anythmg of cor¬ 
responding value. Contact 
Othello Mazoomdaar, c/o B N. 
Ghosh, Sripur Charaktala, 
Boral-743 505, W B. 

• Magazines: I would like to 
exchange two copies of the 
Discover India magazme for 
the Feb. '90 issue of the Fenv- 
na I would also like to ex¬ 
change colour posters of Ghu- 
1am Ab and Stevie Wonder. 
Wnte to Amit Paul, Rly Block 
no. 9367-A/SC/l, Old settle¬ 
ments. Kharagpur-721 301. 

• Magazines: 1 offer 200 
issues of The Telegraph Col¬ 
our Magazme and 200 issues 


of The Sportstar for anythmg 
of correspondmg value. Con¬ 
tact Arshad Amm, 127 B.C. 
Road, P.O. Burdwan, pin-713 
101, WB 

• Taperecorder: I would 
bke to exchange a taperecor 
der in good condition for a 
Walkman or anythmg of corres¬ 
ponding value. Wnte to Abul 
Laiss, 30 Ahin Pukur Road. 
Calcutta-7(XJ 019 

• Magazines: 1 would like to 
exchange old issues of the 
Debonair magazme for copies 
of the Cncket Life Internation¬ 
al magazme by Imran Khan 
Wnte to Md. Sayeed, 28/B 
Elbot Road, Calcutta-7(K) 016. 

• Stamps and posters: I 
wish to exchange some foreign 
stamps and 12 aglow posters 
of sportsmen for some other 
foreign stamps. Write to 
Mithilesh Haidar, Kashinagar 
High School, p.o. Kashinagar, 
dist. 24 Parganas(S) W.B., 
Pm-743 349. 


• TV and taperecorder: I 

wish to exchange a National 
brand taperecorder and an 
Oscar brand television (port¬ 
able) m good condition for 
anything of corresponding 
value Contact Krishna P. 
Bhattacharya, 132 Ramlal 
AgarwaUa Lane, Smthimore, 
Calcutta-700 050. 

• Racing cycle: I offer an 
Atlas Concorde Pro-5 raemg 
cycle in excellent condition 
with imported gears for any¬ 
thing of corresponding value. 
Contact Dipyaman Sen, c/o Lt 
Col. S Sen, S/20 Grand View 
(opp. Race Course) Lower 
Circular Road, CalcutU-700 
027. 

• Calculator: 1 offer a 10 
digit scientific calculator (EL 
5(16 sharp H model) for any¬ 
thmg of correspondmg value. 
Wnte tojiteridra Dakba, I6B 
Shakespeare Sarani, Calcutta- 
700 071. 
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VIEWPOINT 


NOT TOO OLD FOR A GDrr 


L ong hours of loadshedduig, acute 
water shortage, heavy pollution, 
broken roads, indiscnminate con¬ 
struction... the story of Calcutta in its 
3(X)th year could go on and on. Still worse, 
IS the complete apathy of the powers-that- 
be and the fatalism of the people But 
turning mv back on all this, I decided to 
meet some of the city’s luminanes to find 
out what they thought would make a fitting 
gift for the city 

Actor Soumitra Chatterjee dreams 
of a state-of-the art theatre complex for 
Calcutta. “One of unmatched quality A 
place where the best of national drama is 
staged without bondage or barrier and 
without bothering about profit, which is 
really the biggest evil. In essence, what I 
would like IS a theatre with wmgs where 
today’s expenments would extend mto the 
future ’’ 

"The complex of Soumitra’s dream would 
embrace not just dramatics, but a whole 



Soumitra Chatterjee: State-of-the- 
art theatre complex 


variety of present-day art movements “I 
conceive of it as an outlet for various 
artistic preoccupations, including the 
screening of cinematic works. At the same 
time, allied training programmes by visit¬ 
ing lecturers would be a good idea The 
centre would foster every possible ele¬ 
ment free of dirty groupism and interfer¬ 
ence from government bigwigs or some 
fashionable eccentric flauntmg high con¬ 
nections.” 

In Its nascent stages, the state govern¬ 
ment and a few private sector groups 
would have to work together. Soumitra 


cites the Royal Shakespeare Company and 
National Theatre groups in the UK, which 
are totally govenunent-subsidised so that 
they tan preserve the purer expressions 
of British drama. "If you ask our miiusters 
to contnbute, they will promptly point to 
the annual Rabindra and Nazrul festivals as 
proof of their respect for the city’s tradi¬ 
tions In truth, other than renting out 
halls, the West Bengal government does 
nothing to promote senous theatre.” 

The complex’s recurring costs could be 
met through performing and visual art 
shows. "And, of course, through the 
participation of the people who are the 
ultunate sustenance of all treative pur¬ 
suits If I am attached (in any capacity) 
with this project, 1 will make sure it 


Ashoke Nag spoke to 
some of the city *s leading 
citizens to find out about 


their dream projects for 
SOO-year-old Calcutta 



reaches out to the smaller towns and rural 
areas ” 

Soumitra’s vision emanates from the 
uncertamty-ndden hfe of a professional 
actor "My constant battle with stage 
producers whose eyes are fixed on the 
quick buck and a decadent system which 
succumbs to debased entertamment urges 
me to break away from it all A Calcutta 
where Sn Ramaknshna, Bankim and Ta¬ 
gore were enraptured by the theatre, 
nchly deserves somethmg better than the 
wretched gcxiowns where we put up emr 
productions. ” says the actor, referring to 
the shabby north Calcutta theatres 

But where exactly would his proposed 
complex be built.^ “That can be worked 
out Why not the Raj Bhavan? If muusters 
can be accommodated there, 1 don’t see 
whv a complex which truly enriches our 
city should not find a place on its sprawling 
grounds,” he retorts. 

Painter Ganesh Pyne, on the other 
hand, believes there is a crying need for an 
arts museum It would stock collections of 
art books and manuscripts and have a 
spacious gallery But predominantly, it 
would contam onginal paintings, sculp¬ 
tures and craftwork, which would give a 
chronological history of art 

"The Ashutosh and Gurusaday 



Ganesh Pynet A comprehensive 
museum to preserve and develop 
Bengal’s artistic heritage 

museums are the only ones which per¬ 
form, in a limited way, a supportive role in 
illustrating old art forms. Only a direct 
encounter with our art heritage will help an 
artist discover the seeds of his creations. 
In developed countries, art history, princi¬ 
pally covering ongmal works, is in the fore 
front of all creative educational methods. It 
would be impossible, otherwise, for gen¬ 
erations of artists to develop a historical 
perspective and grow out of the inconsis¬ 
tencies which invariably creep m What we 
are exjjenencuig in Bengal is objective 
aesthetics. Which is why one has still to 
sense an organic wholeness in our arts." 

Pyne agrees that a project of the 
magmtude he envisages would entail size¬ 
able investment It would also need the 
active support of organisations like the 
Archaeological Survey of India "A plan of 
this nature will have to materialise in 
stages. Sometime back, the West Bengal 
government had contemplated building an 
aits museum initially equipped at a 
rudunentary level. However, even that 
continues to remaui a promise. If and 
when Calcutta realises this dream, we 
must leave room for a repository of 
art-ongms from other prades/ies. The Pala 
Yug carvuigs are as vital to Bengal’s artists 
as the Neo-Bengal School of Painting ” 

Ganesh Pyne's desire for an arts 
museum further grew after his meetmg 
with the f^ous Caechoslovak art collec¬ 
tor, Hana Niskova Over the years, the 
octagenanan Niskova has tirelessly traced 
Calcutta’s long-vanished ‘bazaar’ paintings. 
A stupendous treasurehouse containing 
pnceless acquisitions stands m Prague as a 
testunony to Niskova’s lifelong efforts. 










But, "one must not forget that Nisko- 
va’s museum was entirely financed by the 
Czech government In India, Bhopal has 
tried to do something worthwhile If West 
Bengal’s deasion-makers are interested in 
protecting the future of the state's crea¬ 
tive and visual arts, they should start doing 
something along these lines It would be 
tragic if Benj^'s artists are someday 
forced to travel abroad in search of their 
roots Apart from all this Calcutta’s 
creativity, like everything else, definitely 
suffers because of the city’s unlivable 
conditions,” adds Pyne 
Dipali Nag, an exponent of the Hui 
dustani classical Parana and head of the 
scientific research wuig of Sangeet Re¬ 
search Academy, has always yearned for a 
prototype of Delhi’s India International 
Centre (IlC) in Calcutta, which could be 
reoriented to typify Bengal’s uniqueness 
"Resembling the IlC, it should have facib 
ties for ui-transit stopovers and get 
togethers at moderate rates On the 
cultural side, the centre would emphasise 
on populansing lesse''-known artistes and 
performers Anyone would be welcome to 
sponsor a concert or an exhibition Calcut 
ta bnms with talent Why should celebn 
ties alone hog the limelight’’ 

I he centre would throw open its doors 
to every Calcuttan who relishes hio adda 
sessions over a cup of coffee "The city is 
starved of a settmg for social interaction 
on a wider scale This centre should be 
designed to house a cafe and a library 
Besides talks and short film sessions 
could be organised on a free for all basis ’ 
she suggests 

R eminiscing about Calcutta Jnan Pra- 
kash Ghosh, the septuagenanan 
doven of Hindustani sangeet implores 
Calcutta’s guardians to build institutions 
which would help rejuvenate its soul ‘1 am 
an Indian first and have the utmost regard 
for the city’s cosmopolitan character But 
where is the harm in creating an atmos¬ 
phere which furthers, let us say, Tagore’s 
works more constructively’ While pre¬ 
serving Calcutta’s secular nature every¬ 
one should give senous thought to the 
continuity of Bengali culture ’’ 

Chief secretary Tarun Dull speaks of 
reviving the city’s harmonious, democra¬ 
tic, progressive and canng spirit "With 
the tercentenary as the focal pomt, the 
government and the people should doubly 
resolve to preserve the hallmarks that did 
Calcutta proud ’ He likens Calcutta to 
Greece, a land which once flounshed m 
every walk of life "I cannot affirm that the 
aty was egalitarian m the days of the Raj 
But I remember a penod when all Calcut- 
tans stood tall Preparations are on to 
promote immunisation and literacy and 
create an awareness of Bengal’s music and 
craft forms We must prevent Calcutta 
from getting culturallv sullied " 


Anifya Bandhopadhyay has long 
been involved m Calcutta's developanent 
programmes and is now the state govern¬ 
ment’s chief planner of traffic and trans¬ 
portation He wants to galvamse the aty’s 
human resources and activate its muniapal 
bodies "A total and pragmatic approach to 
intra-institutional coorduiation is what 1 am 
looking for^ Given Calcutta’s present con 
figuration, 1 strongly beheve that its trans¬ 
port Imkages can tx* significantly improved 
with a bttle imagination Umpteen sub 
urban railway tracks and state and Central 
government owned land is lying unutil 
tsed,” he pomts out 

According to Bandopadhyay, people 
have become more and more conscious 
and concerned about theu environment 
Even superficial activities like building 
parks and convertmg the city’s obscure 
lanes into clean, bnghtly lit places would 
effectively reach Calcutta s innei core He 
bebeves that the time is ripe to rediscover 
Calcutta s true heritage which revolves 
round the Bengali Renaissance ’I am 
convinced that Vidyasagars thoughts on 
women s emancipation and Tagore s Crora 
for example are far more crucial to 
contemporary Bengal than its colonial or 
feudal past 

1 he chairman of ICl India and a leading 
figure in the corporate world, Jahar 
Sengupta is dismayed by the city’s dilapi 
dated toads and its stinking garbage 
dumps ‘But more distressing is the 
mghtmansh plight of the city s slumdwel 
lers It IS time the state government took 
positive steps to rehabilitate them on the 
city s outskirts He is however, dead 
against the existing concrete jungle en 
croachmg on the evacuated areas 1 hese 
vacant lands should be converted into 
oatches of greenery ’ 


Tarun Dutt: Literacy and 
immunisation programmes by 
the government 




Jahar Sengupta: Rehabilitate slum- 
dwellers and improve civic amenities 

Sengupta has a number of ideas for the 
city s ^tterment—synthetic garbage bags 
for residential buddings, shopping plazas 
withm the tube rad and bus terminals and 
multistoreyed car parks "A corporation 
could be formed to construct such car 
parks 

And what does an educationist of repute 
have to say’ “An ideal tercentenary gift,” 
says Prof Ashin Dasgupta, former 
director of the National Library and now 
vice-chancellor, Viswa Bharati, would be 
the development of Presidency College as 
an autonomous centre for advanced re¬ 
search on the bnes of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University I he UGC, I have no doubt, 
would be tex) eager to contnbute its mite ’ 

One reason for the state s undergradu 
ate courses degenerating mto chaos is the 
vaccuum caused by the ciearlh of compre 
hensive research facibties Pre dcKloial 
studies are inextncably related to lugher 
research 1 he aim should be to develop a 
scholastic base that would be deeply 
looted in the citys reservoir of learning! 
he concludes 

I decided to end my search for an im 
aginative Calcutta with an individuad who 
shines like a beacon amidst the gathering 
gloom Satyajit Ray. A man who has 
towered over Indian cinema ever since he 
shook the world with his magnum opus, 
Father Panchali In his inimitable style, 
Ray responds philosophically to the city’s 
tercentenary "What is most striking is the 
fact that within a short span of 300 years— 

1 consider 300 years very short com 
pared to other cities like Benaras or Delhi, 
Calcutta is a young city—but even so it 
has developed m a very short time into an 
extraordinarily bvely aty Whatever may 
be Its faults, the fact that life goes on here, 
people are active in all spheres of creativ¬ 
ity, IS what strikes me as most remark 
able Which is the reason why I hve and 
work m Calcutta ” 

And therein bes the magic of Calcutta It 
fives and breathes and prospers—a sym¬ 
bol of fife and living ■ 







THE LOIVG AiVD 


THE STORY 


M y apprentiieship in journalism 
lasted three months This could 
be some kind of record Specially 
if you've been apprenticing under Major 
Thome 

It was in January 1945 that I went with 
an introduction letter to meet Major 
Thome He was an Engbshman who own¬ 
ed three journals one for tea and coffee- 
planters. one for Indian railways and one 
for Indian aviation Under him several 
joumabsts of note had been trained Some 
eventually held high editorial posts in pre 
stigious pubbcations and some ran their 
own successful journals This was the man 
1 was going to meet and. God willing 1 d 
one day live to be editor of The 
Sutesman 

Major T home s office was his resi 
dence It was located in a massive 19th 
century Gothic mansion near Dalhousie 
Square A four-storeyed affair with two or 
three staircase entrances running on one 
side of a passageway, without any bft 
High ceibngs, burnished banmsters His 
flat was on the first floor 
As I entered the open door of his flat. 1 
was confronted by a short podgy bes 
pectacled Engbsh lady at a desk She must 
have been m her forties On her desk was 
a nameplate which read Mrs Alice 
Llewelyn-Jones ”, like sometlung out of 
Burke's Peerage 

Podgy Mrs Llewelyn-Jones sprang from 
her seat with alacrity and led me across a 
bvingroom spacious enough to accommo 
date Burma teak furniture and some heavy 
carpeting She led me to a small study 
Her left eye started twitching This. I 
learnt later, happened whenever there 
was excitement m the air Obviously the 
vicinity of Major Thome s presence elec¬ 
trified the atmosphere My first view of 
M^jor Thome was his back He was a 
huge man with a few white hairs on his 
head Must have been in his sixties He 
was sitting m a swivel chair at a desk 
against a wall, wearing a well-pressed kha 
ki uniform He was busy lecturing a sobd 
looking' Oman of ovei W years with faded 
blond hair and the heavy bones of a Viking 
She was m fact a frightened Mrs T home 
"Oh darbng”. boomed Major fhome 
“you ought to lom a nunnery She was 
being taken over the coals because of 
some errors she had let sbp in the final 
page proofs 


Jack Dantes* rip-off on 
journalism 


Sensing my presence, Major Thome 
swivelled around I handed him the letter 
Judging by his warm reception, the letter 
must have had some clout Later, 1 real¬ 
ised It did have clout because it was signed 
by the pubbcity officer of a famous steel 
company 

“So you’re Jack” beamed Major fhome, 
his blue eyes disappearing into the folds of 
his smile, "well, if this gentleman has re¬ 
commended you you must be a gilt-edge 
investment ’ Actually, the gentleman was 
only a fanuly friend I doubt whether he 
coiJd have predicted my bizarre future, 

"fhat wdl be all',’ said Major Thome 
dismissing both his wife and Mrs 
Llewelyn-Jones 

We took stock of each other Major 
Thome uncannily resembled pictures of 
the late Dr Samuel Johnson but the major 
was neater m appearance He looked the 
part of an Engbsh country sqiure As a 
matter of fact, he lan a modest farm in the 
country, an hour’s dnve from the city, 
which sold milk, butter and eggs with 
some success 


"So you want to be a journalist" 

“Yes ” 

"The first rule you must always remem¬ 
ber IS to keep your mouth shut and your 
bowels open,” said Major Thome, “and if 
you can’t do that, you ou^t to be a 
Jesuit ” 

Little did he know that 1 nearly became 
a Jesuit I was educated by Jesuits, Latin 
coiyugations and all 

Major Thome had an overwhelming 
presence with the capacity to over-awe 
anybody within spitting distance 

"Before you begin to write, you must 
leam to edit,” said Major Thome, "every 
morning, Mrs Llewelyn-Jones will place on 
your desk the leading daibes of Calcutta, 
Delhi, Madras and Bombay 

"You will proceed to cut out any news 
Item relating to tea or coffee, railways and 
aviation 

"You will then paste these daily items in 
the three separate exercise books sup- 
pbed to you And at the end of the month, 
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SHORT OF 


you will summarise all the items making a 
rewew of each sulqect. Is that dear?" 

I was elated at these revelations. The 
tricks of the trade. 

"Now” continued Major Thorne, 
"guess who keeps a magazine going?" 

"The writers.” 

"Wrong! They are a liability. We have to 
pay them. The people who keep us afloat 
are the advertisers. You can only judge the 
success of a magazine by the number of 
advertisements it carries.” 

“I always thought the success of a 
magazine depended on the number of peo¬ 
ple who buy the magazine." 

"Wrong! The readers are a liability. The 
higher the circulation, the higher the cost 
of the printing and paper. ITie reader’s 
money hardly meets that cost.” 

TTiome’s magazines were chock- 
a-block with full page and half page adver¬ 
tisements largely contributed by Bntish 
companies exporting their products to 
British India. The products advertised in 
the three magazines ranged from pesti- 
ddes and sprayers to locomotives and air¬ 
craft. 

The average circulation of these maga¬ 
zines were actually each 500 against the 
printed claim of 5,000. I learnt that the 
source of this advertising bounty was Ma¬ 



jor Thome’s influential, titled kin in Eng¬ 
land. They were bigwigs in Bntish in¬ 
dustry. 

"If you want to run your own magazine 
later on,” advised Major Thome, ’’you'd 
better learn how to sell space. If you want 
to run a successful journal, you have to fill 
up 70 to 80 per cent of your magazine with 
advertisements. Who do you think pays 
the salaries?” 

Thus, my day began witli the cutting of 
relevant items from the major newspap¬ 
ers, lasting the items into the separate 
exercise books, then noting down the 
names of prospective advertisers seen in 
the papers. In the course of the day, 1 
would visit at least four prospects. 1 was 
not at all persuasive. The frame of mind 
was not right. One felt desperate thinking 
of all those salanes to be paid. 

The first line of attack was the introduc¬ 
tory letter to the prospect. Major Thome 
dictated the opening line to me and after 
sending scores of these letters out. I’m 
not likely to forget that opening line," Dear 
Sir, In view of the fact that your product is 
in demand in the Planters’ community/ 
railway industiy/ aviation industry...” 

I left the draft in my own handwnting on 
Mrs Llewelyn-Jones’ desk. She pushed 
her glasses up her nose and frowned at the 
draft. Lifting the draft with two disdamful 
fingers, she show'ed it to Mrs Thome 
nearby. 

‘‘Jack’,’ shneked Mrs Thome, “did you 
write this atrocity?” .Mrs Llewelyn-Jones 
stood by looking grun, left eye twitching 
like mad. 

"No,” 1 replied with ill-concealed 
triumph, “Major Thome dictated it.” 

There was an awkward silence. 

”Oh jupie” Mrs Thome diffidently mur¬ 
mured her husband’s pet name. If she had 
stopped that letter from being despatched. 
Major Thome would have sent her off to a 
nunnery. After that, neither Mrs 
Llewelyn-Jones nor Mrs Thome dared to 
turn up their noses at me. I would have 
sneaked on them. 

After nearly three months, 1 began to 
feel at a deadend. The same old routine 
every day—snipping out news items, past¬ 
ing them, signing the same old 
stereotyped letters to prospects, spending 
half the day trying to persuade without 
conviction advertisers to advertise in one 
in the three magazines. I was still far off 
from being an editor or seeing my name m 
print. By now I realised that Major Thome 
had taken me on because he thought I 
would use my family connections to get 
him advertisements. I was certainly not 


going to exploit this source. 

Meanwhile, every Friday afternoon, I 
heaved a sigh of relief as Major Thome 
and his wife drove off to their farm called 
"Cheltenham” in Dum Dum, nearly 20 
miles away. Here they would recuperate 
so that by Monday morning both of them 
looked young again and ready for another 
week of hustle and bustle. 

On one memorable weekend, M^jor 
Thome invited me to "Cheltenham”. On 
the drive there. Major Thome asked me 
to name the various trees we were passing 
by. I had never found it necessary to know 
the names of trees. I looked i^y at the 
avenue of trees. There were tall trees and 
short trees. 'I'hick trunks and slim trunks. 
Almost human. Major 'I'home pointed out 
some 27 species of trees and shrubs on 
the one-hour drive. It was an expert's way 
of letting off steam so 1 resigned myself to 
this nameless torture. I-ittle did I know 
that this was just a small sample of Major 
Thome's boundless interests, not to speak 
of boundless energy Come to think of it. 
Major Thome would have made a perfect 
Jesuit himself. 

The next Cay, Sunday, was one of the 
' most exhausting days in my memory. It 
was a grand tour of the estate conducted 
by Major Thome himself. It began with an 
mtnxluction to the bam at 4 am to watch 
the cows being milked, the scores of eggs 
being plucked from the hens’ roost, the 
dung being collected by neighbouring villa¬ 
gers as gratis fuel, the marvellous sunrise 
that heralded a rewarding breakfast. 
Throughout the rest of the day I was 
dragged through Major Thome’s exuber¬ 
ant, educational excursions which included 
a green house with a dozen vaneties of 
cacti and cui umbers and (xld-coloured 
crossbred flowers, examination of soil 
tests and preventive measures against 
fungus invasion. All these goings-on were 
part of the editorial copy for his journal for 
planters As M,ijor Thome said, "This is 
joumalisml Life is joumabsm”. 

We drove back to the city on Sunday 
evening and 1 returned home feeling too 
worn out to face another week with Major 
Thome and his three journals. 

It was long after I left Major Thome 
that I felt the lasting impact of his uncom¬ 
promising workstyle. Some years later be¬ 
fore he left the country, I went to see him 
with some of the writing I had been doing 
specially as a music critic. 1 offered to 
review newly released classical gra¬ 
mophone records for his planters’ journal. 
He was happy to jpve me a column. Then I 
asked him whether 1 should treat the re¬ 
views ui a light manner or in scholarly 
fashion. Out came this unforgettable piece 
of advice delivered in his boommg voice, 
"Whatever you write and however you 
write always write with a sense of 
responsibility." ■ 







Barred Justice 

C alcuttans who frequent 
elite restaurants are 
possibly aware of an existing 
"tradition”, that of denying 
liquor to women who grace 
these joints unescorted by a 
male member. The ratio is of 
no consequence: a group of 
nine females accompanied by 
one man is served the drinks 
of their choice; but woe to 
those who plan even some¬ 
thing as chilling as a beer 
after a hen party. Ask the 
management why they pan¬ 
der to such discnmination 
and pat comes the reply: 
“It’s an age-old practice." 
Excise rules and aU that. 
And, while you can carry out 
a drunk man, what are you 
supposed to do if a member 
of the fair sex passes out on 


So argue the advocates of 
the prejudiced service, while 
the world and the modem 
man speaks and dreams of 
equality. It is ours to reason 
why bars should ostracise 
women in this fashion, and 
why women who have been 
treated thus have not raised 
their voices against such an 
outdated mode. 

For women who do fre¬ 
quent restaurants m the ci¬ 
ty’s posh areas, or bars else¬ 
where. must necessarily be 
the kind that at least choose 
to call themselves progres¬ 
sive. And statistics can al¬ 
ways allay fears of hoteliers 
about women getting drunk: 
there are fer fewer women 
alchoholics than their men 
counterparts. And m such 
cases, where the excuse is 
paltry and discrimination is 
the name of the game, it is 
up to the women to launch 
an united protest and res¬ 
tore their rights. Cheers! 


Day of the 
Rapist 

B antala has assumed a 
new meaning after the 
outrageous mcident left not 
only casualties but an indeli¬ 
ble mark on Calcutta’s 
psyche. While it shocked the 
public into silence and 
gloom. It inspu'ed political 
leaders to wax eloquent for 
electoral gam. For those 
who were wronged the 
most, the women, it 
heralded an era of doom: 
smce that incident, not a 
single week has passed with¬ 
out antisocials in various 
parts of the state—from 
Birati to Rarasat to Calcut¬ 
ta’s Maidan—taking advan¬ 
tage of mdefensible women 
and sometimes taking theu' 
lives as well. 

After all these weeks, 
leadmg personalities of the 


city, including Satyajit Ray, 
Triguna Sen, Bhabatosh 
Datta, Mrinal Sen. Phulrenu 
Guha, Renuka Ray and 
others have signed a joint 
petition deploring the Banta¬ 
la incident. While lamenting 
the steady erosion of cul¬ 
ture, they stated: “In a prog¬ 
ressive state like West Ben¬ 
gal, it is incomprehensible 
how the police and antiso- 
•cials can get away with this 
kind of barbarism." 

But seminars and peti¬ 
tions, however well- 
intentioned, can hardly 
check the alarming spurt m 
antisocial activities. People 
once proud of living m the 
state have been compelled 
to revise their opinions. 

And if It were only antiso¬ 
cials to contend with, there 
would perhaps be a modicum 
of security, if only just. But 
as things stand, women are 
less safe in police custody 


than they are among lurking 
wolves. The nexus between 
criminals and the custodian 
, of law is notorious. I saw for 
myself a woman “rescued” 
from a gang at a police sta¬ 
tion last week, and could not 
help wondering wither that 
was not just the beginning of 
her trauma. 

It is a no-win situation for 
the women. On one hand, 
they are scared to step out 
after sunset. On the other, 
those confined to so-called 
sanctuaries like the Liluah 
home, are forced to flee. For 
the inmates there are at the 
mercy of male wardens, and 
life is no better than in a 
lock-up: please the man and 
the pleasure’s yours. Things 
have come to such a pass 
that the very glory of Ben¬ 
gal’s past is being obliterated 
in Its dust, where “doing a 
Bantala’’ is the order of the 
day. 



A Voice Bids 
Adieu 

F or over a decade, Calcut¬ 
ta’s music scene has 
been brightened by the pre¬ 
sence of Girija Devi, who 
assumed the role of guru to 
countless young aspirants at 
the Sangeet Research 
Academy. She has had audi¬ 
ences enthralled with her 
thumris and bhajans, but in 
this tercentenary year, she 
has left the city, her pupils 
and all who comprised her 
devoted and captivated fans, 
for her native Varanasi. At a 
farewell function hosted in 
her honour by Padatik, she 
stressed that she had no 
quarrel with anyone, or 
scores to settle. Her 
broken-hearted disciples, 
however, think otherwise. 
And despite her promise to 
return to the city that gave 
her musk devotion and love, 
it will be difficult to fill the 
vacuum at the Academy pre¬ 
mises at ToUygui^e, and the 
care and the guidance that 
her rudderless students are 
missing already. 


Sudipta Bhattacharjee 
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i THACKERAY ROAD 



In 1763, when Mirzaffar be¬ 
came the Nawab of Bengal for 
the second tune, he left Ah- 
pore for Murshidabad and be¬ 
queathed a vast temtory of 
Alipore to Warren Hastings, 
the first Governor General of 
Bengal who was fond of build¬ 
ing beautiful houses In this 
area itself, he built more than 
one, of wluch Hastings House 
and the Magistrate's House 
still exist 

The No 1 house on the road 
which bears the memory of 
novelist WiDiam Thackeray, 
the CTeator of Vanity Fair, is 
now known as the ^gis- 
trate’s House. It was earlier 
loiown as The Lodge, a bunga¬ 
low with a spacious hall and 
four chamb^ standing in the 
midst of a 20-acre land. Ex¬ 


cepting a few additions and al 
terations, the building still re¬ 
tains an 18th century flavour 
However, the vast compound 
has gradually been encroached 
upon by jails, courts and other 
government offices Even 
then, this building retains a 
quiet, shadowy environment 
radically different from Uie 
noisy urban surroundings I he 
visitor can still feel the roman 
tic pulse of the 18th century on 
entering the spacious office 
chamber of the Collector, 
vduch was once Philip Francis’ 
ballroom Though several 
stones—truths, half-truths 
and gossip—built a halo of 
mystery around this buildmg, 
it can s^ely be said that The 
Lodge was built sometime 
around 1763, as Fort William 


records show that Hastings 
was permitted to build a 
wooden bndge over Collv ghat 
nullah for access to his garden 
house 

Among all the residents of 
One Thackeray Road Sir Phi 
bp Francis and William 
Makepeace 1 hackerav were 
perhaps the best known While 
Francis spent the most turbu¬ 
lent phase of his bfe here 
Thackeray resided here during 
his infancy (1812-15) when his 
father, William Richmond 
Thackeray, was the Collector 
of 24 Parganas It was here 
that Mrs ITiackeray was 
reunited with her firet love. 
Henry Carmichael-Smyth, 
then an officer in the Bengal 
Engineers Thackeray died 
three years later, leaving the 


wav for his widow to marrv 
Carmichael-Smyth Master 
Thackeray, aged 5, was sent 
to England He never came 
back to India, but his childhood 
memones of Abpore were 
vivid till his death ’I have far 
off visions, of great saloons 
and people dancing in them, 
enormous idols and fireworks, 
tides on elephants or m gigs 
and fogs clearing away and 
pagodas appearing over the 
trees ” 


The road named after 
Thackeray is a fitting tribute to 
thenovebst TheL^georthe 
Magistrate’s House is one of 
the rare historical buildings of 
Calcutta and probably the old 
est official residence still 
standing erect i 
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INNER EYE D Oaruwolla 


March 21—April 20 

• * The accent is on part- 

-nerships at all levels. 

home, property and a surge In 
profession, business and career. 
Romance promises a good 
going, an engagement Is likely. 
On the finaiicial side, buying, 
selling, Investing arid bargaining 
are highlighted A journey with a 
stopover Is indicated. You will be 
able to get over any health prob¬ 
lem. Childbirth, grandchildren, 
renovation and alterations hold 
complete sway In your home. 

AURUS 

I April 21—May 20 

A Since Mars is still in 

your sun sign, last 
week's main trends still hold 
good. In romance, you will have 
a wild fling. Your financial graph 
shows an upward trend. Com¬ 
muting, trips and communication 
are indicated Take a little extra 
health care as pressures will be 
really on Your home and family 
call for a round of entertainment, 
renovation and possibly a home 
away from home. 

( ^1 EMINI 

w May 21-^una 20 

M The week's highlights 
are entertainment, 
amusements, creative pursuits 
and more money in the kitty. In 
romance, your beloved will dnnk 
to your eyes. Anticipate more 
money to flow In and plan accor¬ 
dingly Long-distance connec¬ 
tions and collaborations are indi¬ 
cated. You will run like a race 
horse, thanks to the full moon. 
Good food, fine company, refur¬ 
bishing, buying and selling com¬ 
prise the home front. 

^ ANGER 

I Junfl 21—July 20 

^! Venus In your sign, 

i_i according to Western 

astrology, gives you charisma 
and thus helps you to get things 
done in style Love will not be 
denied and will sprout wings and 
babies You are on a very good 
financial wicket, therefore deals 
will go through and loans will be 
granted. A move or shift is not 
ruled out Health precautions are 
advisable The home offers cosy 
comforts, renovation and de¬ 
coration are also possible. 

rfi 

■ j July 21—August 21 

The 'superb 

_choreography' of the 

last week continues Add to it, 
romance and trips. Your heart 
will be a nest of singing birds 
Income and expenses will multi¬ 
ply. August 6,7,10 and 11 are 
Ideal for travel, correspondence, 
visits and contacts. Periodic rest 















Is advisable to keep health in 
proper shape. Beautifying the 
home and looking after children 
need considerable money and 
time Be generous 

WT| IRGO 

W I Auguat 22—S«pl 22 
w I A medical checkup, 

. travel, correspond¬ 
ence and, perhaps, a job-hop 
are the mam trends of the week. 
You will find plenty of time for 
romance. On the finanaal front, 
circulate, buy, sell, sodaiise and 
reach out to people. Extra health 
care is a must. You will succeed 


•n making necessary changes, 
adjustments and adornments in 
the home and family. 

IBRA 

. Sopl 23—Oct 22 

The mam trends of 
I the week are money, 
favours, alignments, hobbies, 
children, entertainment and a 
happy time to look forward to In 
finance, you will be on to a good 
thing and so work with all your 
might. Travel is on the cards. 
Correspondence is included in 
travel. A home away from home 
Is probable. 



CORPIO 

Od 2S-NOW 20 

The home and out- 

_skfe world converge 

aiKf clash, thus making life excit¬ 
ing. Last week's main trends 
also apply fully. Romance will be 
bitter-sweet owing to differ¬ 
ences, rivalries and sensitivity. 
Money will be made but at the 
same time remember that ex¬ 
penses wilt sky-rocket. Cere¬ 
monies, functions and meets 
may require you to travel, 

AGITTARiUS 

Nov 21—Doc 20 

Communicate, sell an 

-idea, clinch a deal 

this month and get set to reach 
tor the pie In the sky, as moon 
trines Jupiter. Romance will be 
available in bits and parts. 
Loans, funds, business deals, 
financial negotiations, and job 
perks are favourably signified. 
Health problems will disappear 
or be much less. 

^ APRICORN 

Doc 21—Jan 19 

Focus sharp and 

_clear on finance, 

banks, loans, funds, mortgage, 
security, transactions, entertain¬ 
ment, transfers and trips. The 
Mercury-Neptune tnne Indicates 
a pleasant romance. Once again 
plenty of movement is indicated 
in the travel sector. Except for 
August 10 and 11, no major 
health problems are foreseen. 
Changes, alterations, renova¬ 
tions, buying and selling con¬ 
tinue on the home front 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Feb 18 

* The full moon in your 

-1 sign, according to 

Western astrology, highlights 
attachments, communications, 
journeys .interviews and func¬ 
tions. Close ties are certainly 
foretold in romance Rapid-fire 
transactions, offers, proposals 
and negotiations are favourably 
Indicated in finance. You will be 
able to cope with minor health 
problems, but it is always better 
to take adequate precautions. 

ISCES 

Fob 19—March 20 

Increased expenses, 

_ romance, work 

opportunities, friendships and 
connections make a worthwhile 
week, thanks to Jupiter. Plenty 
of sentimentality and drama 
comprise your romance. Oppor¬ 
tunities ta advance your career 
wlH be there. Last week's action 
and movement will lead to furth¬ 
er travel. A chop or change Is 
definitely envisa^ in the home 
and family. 
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COVER STORY 


T he blinding neon lights move by and 
the faces, shadowed by tune, be¬ 
come no more than receding miages 
in the rear view mnror, ITiey are the 
filmstars and models of yesterday. Caught 
in a fast forward era and reduced to a blur 
in that part of the brain where the memory 
resides. 

Take a look back at a smile that entr¬ 
anced a generation. That was Karen 
Lunel, the Liril girl. A perfect blend of 
product and model, the Linl campaign sold 
more than a brand new soap, it sold a 
whole new feeling. And Lunel made mod¬ 
elling in a bikini under an icy waterfall 
seem like a sunshine frolic. 

Lever’s lime soap seemed like Uif for¬ 
mula for freshness and every youngster of 
the Seventies hoped the bathroom shower 
would turn mto a waterfall. For those who 



Cover phologr.'iphs ot Sheila Jones (left) and Karen Lunel (l 
courtesy Society, and Nalisa All (bottdrtil by Ahmed Alt 



Where are those faces 
that launched a million 
dreams? Faces from 
another time, bringing 
back memories sweet and 
beautiful. Lekha Dhar 
looks through the rear 
view mirror, softly 


studied in idyllic Kodaikanal, Lunel’s fresh¬ 
ness and vivacity under the south Indian 
hill station’s freezing December waterfalls, 
was closer home. 

Vibrant freshness, packaged in a perfect 
campaign, Lunel made Liril, and Liril, 
Lunel. The ultimate bathing fantasy. And if 
a model can become a legend, Lunel did. 
But like a dream that shatters with the day 
came rumours of Lunel’s death m a mobike 
accident. 

It was rumour agaui that resurrected 
her. Lunel was alive, but where? .Slowly, 
the girl with the enchanting smile waOtfid 
out of memory, to be (xicasionady KCaBed 
when the Liril campaim Bashed 00 UAsvi- 
sion. Far from the W screen, Kuen 
Lunel had joined Air Imila in 1978. and 
later in March 1984, married Ki^pong- 
ite Tashi ifUiey, a purser on the 
airline whops she got tO know better on a 
London poe^tBg.' 

People ioMtiug her recognise the smile 
ai^ say, ‘fm are the Liril girl? But the 
Liril girl is dead...”. A former Air India 
hostess when asked about her replied, 
“The Liril girl? I thought she was dead," 
Karen, now a mother—of little Scott Jor- 
den—still flashes the famous smile but 
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Shyamolie Varma: 
Now a painter 


does not model. Lini replaced her with 
Sonab Mehta in 1979, but never managed 
to recapture that magic smile and un¬ 
matched freshness. "We have been 
screening so many people, but we haven't 
managed to get ^e n^t one (to replace 
Sonah),” says Vivek Median, film execu¬ 
tive of Lintas, the agency which handles 
the Linl campaign. 

Says leading fashion photographer 
Gautam Rajadhyaksha of Karen Lunel; 
“She was my Liril girl. We worked 
together on the Liril campaign for 10 
years. She is with Air India. Once in a 


vdiile I get a message from her through 
some Air India hostess or purser. But it is 
difficult to meet because of our different 
professions and timings." 

Lunel, at least, is still reasonably fresh 
on our minds. Fbp the pages of an old 
magazine and others, further badr in time, 
come tumbbng out, the fiKes in the rear 
view mirror. Models Sheila Jones, Esther 
Mathias, Kavita Kuunbani, Indira 
Bredemeyer; filmstars Sadbana, Asha 
Parekh and Nanda— the list of all those 
who have long since dnappeared from the 
front covers is endless. A few might just 
get the occasional mention in the inside 
pages, but most of them are burnt out and 

Models bke Sheila Jones and Esther 
Mathias are mamed and lead affluent lifes 
tyles, Indian beauty queen Reita Fana has 
moved to the Unit^ States; but only if it’s 
yesterday once more will their names and 
faces evoke more than a shrug. 

Are they happy in (relative) oblivion? 
Far from the arc lights, cameras, auto¬ 
graph hunters and pa'ss clippings, bfe 
must be different and the world outside 
has Its way of interpreting the difference. 
Spottmg a former celebrity at a bus stand, 
a passerby said, "Oh god, he travels by 
bus.” A world away from his jetsetting 
days. A pubbe relations officer of a Bom 
bay-based company who saw Sheila Jones 
in a five-star lobby said, "Recognised the 
bone structure from back then. Some of 
these old-timers really maintain them 
selves." "Statuesque, classical,” says a 
joumabst who has known Jones since her 
heyday in the Sixties and Seventies when 
she was a popular print and bve model. 
Now a Pasricha, Sheila has a 10-year-old 
dau^ter and a younger son and fives in 
Bombay. 

Not many can say anything near so nice 
about Parveen Babi in her present state. 
Hers has been a grotesque and tragic 
transformation. The lovely-haired, 
gorgeous Parveen Babi, who even made it 
to the cover of Time magazine (and caused 
a lot of heartburn among her rivals in the 
industry), had as many hits off screen as 
on It Besides a number of lead roles, ui 
her best years she was romantically linked 
with Mahesh Bhatt, Danny Denzongpa and 
Kabfr Bedi among others and was aided in 
her troubled career by Amitabh Bachchan. 

Unkind suggestions about ter state of 
mind, link^ with erratic behaviour and 
schedules, did the rounds of the industry 
even then. As sudden as her cbmb to the 
near top, Babi dropped out of the circuit 
leaving behind a welter of speculation. 

Missing, ill, being treated for serious ail¬ 
ments, said the grapevine, till the topic 
lost interest for all except a few scribes 
who tried to probe her origms m Junagarh, 

Gujarat. 

Then, one day, as suddenly as she had 














left, she was back Obese where she was 
once svelte, a scar on her fate, her hau 
only a sad reminder of what it was Still 
worse was her state of mind Sounding 
definitely schizophrenic, Parveen Babi re 
lated how she had fled from the film indus 
try as Amitabh Bachchan was trying 
through his agents to kill her 

Babi who lives alone in her suburban 

Rare honour 


Juhu flat tells those willing to fasten, ui 
very polite tones, of the conspiracy against 
her She has a l,50()-page statement to 
substantiate her claims 

T hey say a modelling lifespan is all too 
ephemeral A few years and newei 
faces move in But models fake Nandini 
Sen. Shyamolie Varma and Anna 



Bredemeyer defied this unwritten rule, 
with careers that have stretched well over 
a decade 

Through the second half of the Seven¬ 
ties and first half of the Eighties, Anna 
Bredemeyer and Shyamolie Varma 
reigned supreme Later, when the youn¬ 
ger brigade moved In, their timeless hces 
msured them agamet a total fade-out. 
They merely moved into a lower gear, 
picking^and dnodng the assignments that 
interested them. The tall, slim Shyamolie 
hit the road to Paris with her "mtemaUonal 
looks” Now back in India, she lives in 
Pune Having taken up paintmg in a big 
way (she is also closely related to the 
well-known pamter Aryolie Ela Menon) 
she has a number of exhibitions to her 
credit 



Nandini Sen: On a new high 


Accordmg to Gautam Rajadhyaksha, 
Shyamolie is very choosy now, doing the 
occasional ad campaign and live show He 
did the Estelle jewellery campaign with 
her towards the end of last year 

Nandini Sen cm the other hand opted out 
.completely about five years ago though 
she still lus a “lot of happy memories of 
her modelling days” There was a time 
when hers was one of the most familiar 
faces Turn the pages ot any gios 
sy and you were sure to spot Uie "sen 
smile her buck-teeth giving it that extra 
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appeal Cherry Hlossoni, I^lcme, Ponds, 
Usha Fans the list of Nandini Sen adver 
tisements ro on And then after a heady 
and suciessful career spanning Id years 
in the advertising Mecca of India, she 
opted out 

Sen, now mamed to (lautam Berry 
managing director of 1 rapufitness has no 
regrets about leaving her glamour career 
behind 1 lead a full life I IcHik after my 
three children, two boys and a girl, and 
teac h aerobic s as a hobby I arber 1 used 
to make clothes choreograph fashion 
shows besides which I hau done a beauty 
course Now I just have time to teach 
aerobics ‘ Husband (lautam says it was 
Nandini who first inspired him to get into 
the fitness equipment line 

Nandmi Sen may have started off here, 
but It was in Bombay that she made it big 
Nahsa All in contrast was not only bom 
and brought up in this t ity but also struck 
gold while still very much a part of it Hers 
IS a face Calcuttans ui particular remember 
very well “she was both beautiful (still is) 
and a champion athlete (proving, once 
more, that the two are not mutually exclu 
sive) 

Dubbed as the Waterbaby Nafisa 
represented Bengal and India in a numbet 
of swimming championships On anothei 
front, she was crowned Miss India and in 
197“) finished off as second runners up at 
the Miss International beauty pageant in 
Tokyo Later she acted in Jumxm with 
Shashi and Jennifer Kajxjor and in Ajtink 
with Dhamiendra, besides doing a few 
modelling assignments 

Nalisa tcHik to ndiiig at tlie relatively 
late age of IH It was while attending polo 
matches in the c ity that she met Maj (now 
Col) Pickles Sodhi About 11 years oldei 
than her, he was with the 61st Cavalry and 
was one ol the country s top polo players 

After iiutial opposition from Sodhi s 
family, they manied Sikh style and were 
fust posted at the National Defence 
Academy, Khadakvasla. near Pune, and 
then JahMir. Now. they are in Meerut 

At 5>3, Nafisa is a mother of three— 
Amiana Ravina ( lie kies nine years) 
Pia (3) and Ajit Ahmed (lumed after her 
two grandfathers, one) According to Naf 
isa's sister Anisa, she is still very much an 
outdcxir girl and has won tiophies for nd 
mg despite the late start 

Besides running a business in antiques, 
Nafisa’s also trying to export fabrics and 
costumes But m the midst of all this -.he 
still finds time for dogs and a large v egc t 
able garden and keeps a very good home 
says Anisa 'The children all nde but 
nobody swims ” 

L ike Nafisa All, Zeenat Aman was a 
Miss India, tcxi But unlike the Calcut 


ta girl, she stayed on m films, starring m 
over 70 of them—from Raj Kapoor’s 
Satyam Shivam Sundaram and Hare Krish¬ 
na Hare Ram to Manmohan Desafs IKur- 
am Vir and B R Chopra’s ItufUfKt Tan- 
zu—and became a great shX aymbotoirthe 
Seventies and Eighties. 

In early June tfab year, fritai Ae per 
fume .Z^nafiraslatataied in Dubsi with an 
eye to the Midtfle East maHcet, it was 
more than juSt Ms Aoum’s sex appeal that 
ParfuOSjinBaie Altbes. Pans, was out to 
exploft. It duse her as the ‘only actress 
to brioga flavour of the West to the Indian 
screen . Ih doing so, it also brought back a 
star of yesteryear and put her m the same 
exclusive club of celebnties as Elizabeth 


starring opposite Rajesh Khanna She 
moved out of films to marry non-resident 
Indian millionaire, Mayur Madhwani, who 
moved from Africa to London, post Idi 
Amm 

Sheila Jones: Well-maintained 
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Nafisa Ali with husband Pickles 
and children: In business 

laylor, Joan Colhns, Paloma Picasso and 
I Princess Stephanie of Monaco, who have 
had perfumes named after them What’s 
more, Zeenat is the only Asian to havd 
such an honour 

Still, Zeenat s children remain her prior 
Ity My perfume is unportant, but my 
children come before that” Mamed 6) 
actor Mazhar Khan, she now has Azan 
(three and a half years old) and Zahar, 
(eight months) to look after ^ 

Ihe attiess seems reluctant to hit the ^ 
screen again atter Oaviahi was released g' 
I ist year 1 don t liave <in open mmd about 
going back Unless it s extremely inviting 
and stimulating I won t take up a film offer 
I his doesn t mean the entire industry’s a 
no no Maybe 111 come back behind the 
camera after a year try production 
perhaps says Ms Aman 

If Ms Aman has made her comeback 
with perfume, Mumtaz and Dimple Kapa- 
dia ai e back in the filnv rat race Mumtaz, 
who made her debut in 1963 with Rustom 
Sohrab did her maximum number of roles 
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Karen Lunel with husband Tashi and son Scott Jorden: Alive and well 


but the reviews have been unfavourable 

Unlike Dimple, there are those who 
haven’t come back to centrestaRe but have 
moved on to matronly roles or are in the 
visual lommuracations media lanuja is 
one When she returned fiom a Swiss 
rinishmg school at age lb the rat race 
wasn t the way it is today With her debut, 
in ChhMi, lanuja moved on to a career 
spanning some hundred films Among the 
most memorable was A/aat/u Mere 'iaathi 
where she starred with Kajesh Khanna 

She married Shomu Mukheiji and had 
two daughters Now separated, she bves 
with her mother and ckiughters Says the 
actress who fiercely beheves in a woman’s 
independence and identity, ‘You have to 
carve out your own destiny I hat is pre 
cisely what she is now doing, though not 
so much in mainstream Hindi serials and 
(inema, she is presently into (>ujarati and 
Marathi serials 

While television has provided an outlet 
for fading stars to recoup, there are many 
who haven’t been able to use its fantastic 
reach Actresses like Sadhana, Nanda and 
Asha Parekh are not on any screen Asha 


i’arekh for one now concentrates on so 
cial work which includes running a hos 
pital 

Models facie ciut before they know it 
Here trxiay and in some othei field tomor 
row Kitu (iidwani one time leading mod¬ 
el tried her hand at television seiials, to 
which iiKxlels like Radha Scth have also 
gravitated Malavika'Unvanwhohasdrop- 
[M cl a few pegs from the t (9 riot, turned to 
photography and now Skit Radha Seth is 
trving out cinema— beginning with a film 
t< r rmnu Anand. While Kadha Seth who 
lud earlier said no to films has signed on a 
couple, model Anu Agarwal is also making 
her debut in As/ikju/ 

And so, the fight to stay in the public 
eye continues From modelling to filni, to 
whatever else that will keep time Irom 
fust fraying the edges and then creeping 
across the face till little of the Icxik that 
once played havcK remains Still there are 
faces and there are faces A few stay 
etched in the mind and perchance if you 
should come across such a one be suit 
that it will bring back memories of anothei 
day, another place ■ 




nMographs CourtMy 
BMi Academy o( Art « Cuttur* 


Nidhu Babu’s Tappa 
(Anjan Chakraborty) 




W hat could be a more fittaig tn- 
bute to one of the most art 
consdoua cities <rf the world in 
Its toxentenary year than to aee Cat- 
cotta Tbrou^ the Eyes of the Fam- 
tera, 

Conaidaed to be one of the biggest 
thonatkeafaibitioiism recent tones at 
cortempo ra r y Indian art, this grand 
afbir is beaig organised by the Baia 
Acadmy of Art & Cuhure and wl be 
on view from August 7 to 26, at their 



Dr Arcfaana Kc^. curator of Birla 
Academy, whose idea it is, says that 
the idea oocuived to her as curly Mi 
October 1909 l 1 thou^ that the 
views and reactkms of the various pail' 
ten on the dty and hs iufluenoe on 
their aesthetic sensUf^ would be the 
best contrBMtiooto C rin» t * a b its tef* 
c e B te i ii r y yetu;'' aajfs Koy. 

The bee tin mat with ttem eod u Bi 
AM infini wB see s ib ie ef 


Baatala Protest 
(Karuna Shaha) 
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Hbib ^oKe Eli‘ 

Ifca m ^ Sllgniiai OMta-RiK J. SultM; 
M Slu*a9nNMBa> DbM Cbovp' 
^bof, lotb GbmAuty, iLp. SolK 
dmiiam. Sricti Banwv CtAnviriu ‘ 
wiWOTiMr iM CM grana cw inii of 
iwntogpofarir «t; Magbod Fida Hu* 
aab, to name a few. The pnseirt oc^ 
hUtfen wM Iwve 100 wofea by WO 
aitilats. 

“The responae haa been spon- 
taneoua and ovemhdoiing (Nan mort 
artiats.” aaya Roy. adfeig^ “tfaoi^ a 
few have not ao cooperative.’' 
Tfaia viewer fcr one, ttuaaed seeaig any 
entry by ^nesb Pyne, adio could not 
partkfaarte due to unforeaeen reaaana. 
SdB. die pieaent eahiiita wffl take ep ; 
three wbw floin bf toe Academy. 
The exbUtioo anl travel to Bqinbay in 
toe leooiid week of Septendier to give 
Bombayitea a taide of Calcutta. 

The painti^ are done in a variety (d 
media, ranging from oil (which pre- 
dominatea) to water to tempera to 
gouadie and even paper coOage. They 
de{Mct vigpoettea of. dty life put and 
preaent. tdigiouB and secular, from 
reaBsm to atotract atylea. From the 
bid (Parag Adldkary) and Ifidhuba- 
bu^s tmn daya (Anjan Chakraborty) 
to LoawmdiBOg (Parash Miuty), Que 
CTanara Chmdra). Garbage (Kriahnen- 
du PoreO. Adds Alanab Barua), Saiai 
Roy’a Stoaemaa and Karuna Shaha’s 
dqpictkn of toe abamefel Baatab epi- 
aode, toe variety ia endfeu. In die 
oddat of al tofe we have the angdic 
Modier Teceaa (Didta<Ray and Shu- 


KaJa Rani (Aahok Mullick) 


vapraaaanna) and Kali, Tagore and Ray 
nibbing shoulden kij. Sultan Afa can- 
VM ki toe tantra atyle. However, one 
of the moat powerful p^tinga ia 
Aditya Baaak's canvas in mixed mMlia, 
showing a skeletal bird with its nevdy 
laid eggs, implying the puadoxical 
quality of Calcutta—a dty dying and 
^Kving. 

Asked as to why this etoixtion wu 
limited to painters and not aculptora, 
Roy feels that Calcutta can be better 
depicted through paintings tom scidp- 
turea. And gdng through toe paintings, 
one feels dwt toe painters have paid a 
fitting tribute to die most ‘sketchable’ 
cky. 

Nandlta Oieiidlrari 
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• Dll: Metro (Chownn^hee 
Roid, 280141), Mitra (Bidhan 
Sanm; 551133)—4 ahows, Meno- 
ka (Sirat Chatteqee Avenue, 
410417>-3 shows 

Directed by Indra Kumar and 
wdh music by Anand MiJmd, the 
fim stars Aannr Khan, Madhun 
Doot and Anupam Kher 

• Deewaoa MtUh Sa Naliln: 
Maiestic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
Road, 242266). Knshna CTC 
Dutta Street, 25043), hmiane 
(Raja Raj Kissen Streets 
553044>~4 shows) ftiya (Rash- 
behan Avenue, 464440) 

Aaimr Khan and Madhun Oist 
are the lead pair Also m the cast 
are Khushboo, Jaatendra, Satyen 
Kappu, Beena and Raqeeta m a 
guest appearance The film is 
dnectedbyY Nageshwar Rao and 
the musK is by Anand KQnd. 

• Ghayai: Orient (Bentmck 
Street, 281917), Basuaree (SP 
Mufcheijee Road, 484808), Talkie 
Show House (Shdidas Bhadun 
Street, 552270)—4 shows 

Sunny Oeol and Meenakshi 
Seshadnare (he claef attractions 
Others co-stamng are Amnsh 
Pun, Moushuim (^ttegee, Om 
Pun, Rg) Babbar, KulUiushan 
Kharbanda, Shafi Inamdar and 
Anmi Kaftow The Qm is ikrected 
by Rij^nunar Santoshi and the 
musK IS by Bappi Lahin. 

• Gooahon Ka Devta: Opera 
(Laaki Sarsni, 261849), Lotus 
(5 N. Baneijee Road, 242664)—4 
Aowa. 


Mithun Chakraborty, Sangeeta 
Bqlam, Aditya PancM, Sugata 
Mehta, Shakti Kapoor, Kul 
bhushan Kharbanda and Danny 
camjaise the mam cast The film is 
directed by Kawal Shaima and the 
music IS by Annu Mahk. 

• Jurm: Ehte (SN Banetjee 
Road, 241383)—4 shows 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt star 
nng Vinod Khanna Meenakshi 
Seshada Sangeeta Bqlam and Sha 
fi Inamdar Ihe music by Rajesb 
Roshan 

• Men Pati Sirf Meni Hal: 
Roxy (Chowringhee Place, 
284138) Moonlight (TC Dutta 
Street 254%6), Jagat (Acharya 
PrafuOa Chandra Road, 365108), 
Sree (Bidhan Sarani, 551515) 
Kakka (Sadananda Road, 478141), 
Bma (Bidlian Sarani, 311522)—4 
shows, Menoka (Sarat Chatterjee 
Avenue, 410417)—noon 


A social entertamer, starring 
Rekha, Jeetendra, Radhiu, Anu¬ 
pam Kh« and Utpal Dutt The film 
IS directed by Jtoobala and Oie 
music IS by Anand Mihnd 
• Veeni Dada: Jyoti (Lenin 
Sarani, 241132), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 244822), 
Naaz (Lower Cbitpur Road, 
277273), Indira (Indra Roy Road, 
47175D Khanna (Acharya Ptafiila 
Chandra Road, 552932), Liberty 
(Chittaraiqan Avenue, 553046)—4 
shows 

Omected by K R Reddy and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyiiaelal, 
the film stars Dharmendra, Amnta 
Smgh, Farha and Shakb Kapoor 


Bengali Kilnis 


• Badnaaiw Darptaia (Bsflian 
Saraia; 558()80)-Z30. 5.15. i. 
Puna (S.P Mukheiiee Road, 


474567)—2 30, 5 30. 8 15; 

Subu Mitlra’s mmden Bengak 
directorial venture, starring 
Neelam, Praseiqit and Shakti 
Kapoor The music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

e Gumll: Rupban (Bidhan Sara- 
m, 553413), Aruna (Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi Road. 359561), Bharab (S P 
Mukheijee Road. 474686)—1, 4, 
7 

A film by Oikp Roy, starring 
Tapas Paul, Debashree Roy and 
Rupa Ganguh. The music is by 
Kanu Bhattacharya 
• Pbpt: Uttara (Bidhan Saran, 
552200)^ Purabi (Mahatma Gandhi 
Road 350680), Ujjala (Russa 
Road, 478666)-^ shows 

Chiranjeet, Debashree, 
Oeepanliar, Indr^ Kaushik, Pal- 
labi and Abhisek are the man 
attractions m this Prabhat Roy flm 
whose music is by Babul Bose. 




• DeMbunui: Daipana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 558080). Puma (S.P. 
Mukhetjee Road; 474567)—3 
shows. 

Directed by Srikanta GuhaOia- 
kurta and with musk by Bapp 
Lahiii. the film stars ^umitra 
Chatterjee, Ranjit Mullick, 
Deepankar De, Sumitra Mukher- 
jee, KaH Baneijee, Debashree Roy 
and Prasenjit 


Special Kvciils 


S Angiist onwards: 10 am to 8 

RU 

An exhibition of paintings by 
Bkhila Nath Basu. till August 15. 

At Tagore Ait Gallery (Calcutta 
Airport). 

S-7 Aagast: 3 pm to 8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings by Bis- 
wajit Choudhury in the South Gal- 
lay. 

S August onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

The 26th Mid-Summer Exhibi¬ 
tion of West Bengal Artists, orga¬ 
nised by Academy of Fine Arts, in 
the West, Central, North and New 
South galleries till August 17. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

S Angust: 3 pm & 6.30 pm; 6 
August: 630 pm 
^ part of its 15th (oundadun 
day celebrations, Samakalin Shil- 
pidal presents Sanjukta Natya 
Prsyas in Dinabandhu Mitra's play, 
Neekbrpan at 3 pm, and a seminar 
to be followed by Manik Bando- 
padhyay’s play, Clux-at 6.30 pm on 
5th; a seminar to be foUowed by 
the staging of Mohit Chatto- 
padhyay's Dwiper Rjfja on 6th. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

7*9 August: Z30 pm 
Progressive Educati(»ial Techni- 
qim Society’s Teachers' Centre 
will conduct “An Ideal Nursery 
Classroom”. 

At Loreto House (MiddIton 
Row). 

8 August onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

Manick Bhattac^ee will hold a 
week-kmg exhibition of paintings in 
the South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

10 Attipist: SJO pm 

Pandit Ram Narayan Sangwt 
Kata Kendra presents a musical 
programme, Manmayee Radha, 
cboteographed by Pandit Bachan 
Lai hfidua 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

11 August: 6J0 pm 

Proscenium presents Shanti 
Melffotra’s play, Thehra Hua Pani, 
tfirected by ShM Kumar Jhuiuhun- 
wata. The cast includes (^vind 
Jhurihunwata, Memia Jain, Tapasi 
Diitt, Vlvek Jkjodia, Oarba Dutta, 


Printwd tmra in thn rmgulmr Indian Airlinna nchn* 
duln. But thn nehnduin has bnnn curtalind dun to 
thn grounding of Ita Alrbun A320 float. Paaaan- 
gora ora adviaod to kaop track of announea- 
monta moda by Indian Airlinaa in tha praaa. For 
aaaiatonea, thoy may contact 262B48, 20268B, 
2eMe», 202417, 009433. 009041/2/3f4fli and 
009033. 


Ashok Churiwal and Sieo Kumar 
Jhufghunwala. 

At Van Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

11 August: 630 pm 
Padatfii Dance Circle preaenU a 
Bharata Natyam redtal by 
PurkaiL 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AfC Bose Road; 446087). 

TRAVEL 


P!;incs 


NOTE; All arrival and da- 
partura tlmaa arc for Cal¬ 
cutta. FIguraa In brackets 
denote the days, 1 being 
Monday. 


InU'rnntKiniil 


Loadon-Dellii-CalctttU: Arr. 

(1) : Al-132i'Ai-1320 at 1300 
Caientta-Bombay-London- 

New Yortc; Dep. (2): Al-101 at 
0240. 

Cakmtta-Bombay-Dubal: Dep. 

(2) : AI-lOiyAI-743 st 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcntta- 
Bombay; Arr. (6); Ai-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6); AI-309 at 1935. 
Cslcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (6): AJ-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 

Calcutta-Delbl-Paria-Loodon: 
Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Calc utta-Del hi-Rome- 
Frankfurt: Dep. (7): Ai 1651/AI- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-London-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (7); AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta: Arr. (1): A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4). SU-538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta- Arr. (1. 4): 
RJ-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1, 4): R)-181 at 

08.30. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2) : 
SQ-416 'at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Singapore-CalcutM: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2. 4. 
7): IC-2J2 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7); 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
(6); IC-843 at 07.5,5: Dep. (6): 
IC-84:i at 08.5.5. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr. 
(hi: 1C-844 at 1115: Dep. (6): 
IC-844 at 121.5 

Crdcutta-Kathmaiidn: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2. 4. 6. 

7) ; IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1. 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2, 4, 6, 7): 
lC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dtp (1.2,3.4.6.7): BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5) BG-098at 1820, 
Dep (1.7)' lC-223 at i;i40. Dep. 

(2.4.6) : IC-223 at 1640. 
Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr (1.2,3.4.6.7): BG-093 
at 1540. Arr. (5): BG-097 at 1740, 
Arr. (1,7): IC-224 at 1540. Air. 

(2.4.6) : IC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. 
(2. .5): BG-698 at 1415. Dep. (6): 
IC-22S at 1330. 

Chittagong-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (6): 
lC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep. (2) KB- 
106 at 0900; Air. (2): KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7): Al 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI- 
1320 at 1300; Arr. (7): AJ-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (2); AI- 
101 at 0240; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (5): AI- 
306 at 1815. 

IfMltan AirtbmM^^ 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 06.30 and IC-402 at 1700, 
Arr. (daily). IC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273at 1955andIC-176at0855: 
Arr. (daily): IC-274 at 1855 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily): 
lC-265 at 1700; Arr. (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-271 at 1500; Air. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-272 at 2025,. 
Calcutta-Virag-Madras: Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730; Arr. 
■(1)’: IC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-54I at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1250; Air. (daily) : 
IC-230 at 1560. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : lC-20rat 1130: Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245, Arr. 


(2.4) : 1C-202 at 1500 
Calcutta - Texpur - Jorhat • 
Guwahall - Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7): 1C 213 at 1030. Arr 

(3.5.7): IC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwahatl • Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5.6). IC-219 at 
1120. Arr.(1.3..5.6). IC- 220 at 1600 . 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep (dai¬ 
ly). IC.221 at IKX). Arr. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep. (3,5.6,7): 
IC-243 at 0600, Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400: Arr. (daily): lC-242 at 
0900. Arr (2.4)- IC-244 at 1600. 
Arr (3.5, 6,7). IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1). IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Silcbar- Imphal: 
Dep. (daily): IC-255 at 0600: Air. 
(daily): IC-256 at 1030 
Calcutta - Bhubaneawar - 
Nagpur ■ Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3,5,6): IC-269 at 1710; Arr. 

(3.5.6) : IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : lC-277 at 1745; Air 

(1.2.7) : IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 

(2.4) : IC-285 at 0545 ; Arr. (2.4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutu • Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 
0545, Arr. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi • Patna 
Lucknow • Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-410at 0830; Arr. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-409 at 1510. 

VmjfuSoat mmmmmm 
Calcutta-Shlllong-Guwahati- 
SUebar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daily); PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar; Dep. 
(2. 4, 6. 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4. 6, 7): PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahati-Jorhat- 
Liiabari-Dibrugarh: Dep. (1, 
3. 5, 7); PF-709/735 at 0815; Arr. 
(1, 3, 5, 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcntta-lmphal-DImapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-728at 1745. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallashar-Agartala-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2, 4. 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamsbedpur: Dep. 

• (1, 3. 5): PF-717 at 0600; Air. (1, 
3, 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calratta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 
5, 7); PF-729A at 0550; Air. (1, 3, 

5. 7) PF-730A at 0830. 
Caicutta-Aluwi-Silchar: Dep. 
/dady): PF-705 at 1120; Arr. (dai- 
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ly) PF-706 at 1615 

Calcutta'Rourkcla-Ranclil: 

Uep (1 3. 5) PF-715 at 0600. 
Anr (1. 3, 5) PF-716at 1025 
Calcutia-Guwahatl-Lllabari- 


Ziro-Daparizo: Dep (2. 4, 6) 
PF-721 at 0930, Arr (2. 4, 6) 
PF 722 at 1805 

Calcutta-Guwabati- 

Dibrugarb-Pasaigliat-Along: 


Dep (1. 3. 5) PF-723 at 1045, 
Arr (1. 3. 5)- PF-724 at 1950 

Calcutta'Jamabedpur-Patiia: 

Dep (2, 4, 6)- PF-725 at 0550 


Ait (2. 4. 6) PF-726 at 1040 

Calcutta-Dbanbad-Gaya* 

Patoa-Dhanbad-Calcutta: 

Dep (1. 3, 5) PF-737 at 0600, 
Ait (1. 3. 5) PF-738 at 1100 


T rains 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

HowruH 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Osihl Kalka Mali 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

19 20 

Amritsar Mail 

8 35 

3006 

3003 

20 00 

Bombay Mail via AliaTiabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9 15 

Air-Cond (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya Varanasi 

Dep —Tues Thurs 4 Sal 

Aril —Wed Fri & Sun 

18 00 

2382 

230) 

9 15 

Air-Cond (Now Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Patna 

Dep Mon Wed Fn S Sun 
Arri — Mon Tues Thurs & 
Sat 

18 00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

Rsidhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep Mon Tues Thurs Fn 
& Sun 

Am Tues Wed Thu's 

Sat & Sun 

11 00 

2302 

2373 

23 00 

Hlmgiri (Jammu-Tawi) Exp 

■^11 Wkly 

Dep Tues Fn & Sal 

Arri - Tues Wed & Sal 

n 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanehal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep —Mon S T hurs 

Arri -Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20 05 

Ooon Express va Grand 
Chord 

20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Toolan Express via Mam l me 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Express 

15 tS 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via M.im Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

20-SB 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

ISAX) 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

Mllhiia Express 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

600 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

t7 35 

Kamrup (Guwahali) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 

3029 

17 1b 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Asansoi Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Oanapur Express 

6 35 

30o2 

1025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep Wednesday 

Am - Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

Dep— Tubs Thors 4 Sal 

Arri Mon Thurs 4 Sal 

6 00 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep —Thurs Sal 4 Sun 

Arri—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

tUl 

15 25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep -Tubs 4 Wed 

Arri - Sal & Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) 

Dep 4 Arr —Mon 4 Fr 

7 30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Exprsss 

Dep 4 Am —Sunday 

10-40 

SOSO 

3143 

19 00 

Osr)eeling HaH 

8 45 

31 14 

3153 

21 40 

Geur Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11 20 

Jammu Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Sarai Express via 

SBG Loop 

1250 

3134 

1103 

18 20 

Bhagiralhl (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhspra Express Tn-weekly 
Dep 4 Am - Wed Fn 4 Sun 

4 30 

5186 


Oapartuia SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Mmnmh 

TImB 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mail 

6-4S 

6004 

8002 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gltan|alt (Bombay) Exprece * 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Exprasa 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Exprtse via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

CoromandsI (Madras) Express 

11 30 

2842 

2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep — Tues 

Am —Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tats Steel Expreea 

10 20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Expreea 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Pun Express 

5 30 

8008 

8409 

19 20 

Jsgsnnath (Purl) Express 

7 45 

8410 

2621 

5-55 

Dhauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

TIrupali Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

preea 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulia Express 

Dep — Excepl Saturday 

Am Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahati-Howrah- 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday on'y 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Central-Howrah- 
Guwahali Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Guwahali Weekly Express 
(VIS Visakhapatnam B 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakha- 
pstnam) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

2? 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supertast Exprsss 
(VIS Visakhapatnam & 
Madras) 

Dep Fn S Sun 

Am Tues 4 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahati-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

B Cuttack) 

Weilnesday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Bangalore Cily-Guwahati 
Weekly Expreea (via Howrah 

B Cuttack) 

Mbnday only 

13 45 

2673 

2610 

22 35 

Palna-Cochin Harbour Ter- 
minua Weekly Expreea (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Cochin Harbour Tarminus- 
Palna Weekly Expreea (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13 45 

2609 


CNQUmiES For round the clock Information of Eastern 
Railway trains, plaaso dial 203S4B-B4 for in-coming trains, 
20383B-44 for all other informations. For information 
about reservations on Eastern and South Eastern Railways 
trains, dial 203600 (from 9 am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 
am to 2 pm on Sundays and B****4ed holidaysl 


22 










JUNIOR 


mifTiTiarrmwriw 


ESBIlDfllEI 






7 n% 


m 


kv 

7 3 


N ^ \*rfcS<r*/ 


HUNG UPl What hoi Hera a a curioua eiampia of auapendad 
animation Draw mlaaing lines from 1 to 2 to 3, anO ao on 


a OH DEEH' Find a member ol Santa s reindeer learn in 
each sentence 1 Chico met his match z Sue ordered 
a sherborl 3 Skip ran certain tests 4 Ella departed on 
derby day apuoo » »ue h g jausBo c i»tiJop i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least ai» dilfer 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panela How 
quickly can you find them’ Check answers with those below 
(kussHii SI |isx g jataujs n pua isadR g peMMu • uuy 
f 6UISSIU1 SI un MSSii £ Itmtiiiii«(Wl J »ipur* »' sOmpej i teMajsuia 


EliaElBElEI 


HAT STUFF UNKAQE 

A link-up of an head coverings wHI 
use up all of the tetters in the maze 
above That is to say, tt Is possible 
to spall out nnnes of the foilowtng 
headgear latter by letter In order 
proceeding to s^acent squares 
horizontally vertically or diago 
nally 

Darby, beret, bowler, aom- 
brero. turban, fedora 

Starting due Look to upper left 
hand comer to find the first latter of 
derby and go on from there 

Remember object la to proceed 
letter by In the order given 


• trim LCX>KI Ornaments on 
the tree below appear in a 
triangular configuration How 
quickly can you ^aca the num¬ 
bers 0 through a In the figure 
so that the sum ol the four 
digits on each side is 13’ 

Hint For starters insert 0 in 
one of the comers One possi¬ 
ble answer Is given below 


Voo\® 

©/ O 0 \®i 

4oooo> ^ 


II ap 01 4 m SUB • ^ S I 

s » z e t ooMupoioMois (kowoooau 



HORSEY SETI Who will be first to get a leg up on this rocking horse? 
Add these colors 1—Red 3—LI blue 3—Yellow 4—LI brown 
5—Flesh tones S—Lt green 7—Oh brown S—Lt purple 


II SPELLBINDER [ 




SCORE 10 points tor using oil the 



two complete words 




OUTREACH 








THEN score 2 pomis each lor all 




lourul among the letters 




Try la scare st least sa paints 




MU l|9Vi •UlOtOMl ■MWtOd 


































R iyiv Sood, Delhi, writes I 
am studying the poem 
The Revenge Can you 
please wnte details about 
the story " 

Sir Rtohard Grenville 
(1542-91), an English gent¬ 
leman and property owner 
whose name Is associated 
with the last fight of the 
warship Revenge, was bom 
at Buckland Abbey, Devon 
Little is known of his early life 
except that he killed a man in 
a duel, was admitted a stu¬ 
dent of the Inner Temple in 
1559, elected a Member of 
Parliament in 1563, and took 
part In Emperor Maximi¬ 
lian M's campaign against the 
Turks in 1567 In 1576 he 
was made sheriff of Cornwall 
and knighted, and in 1585 he 
made the first of two 
voyages to Virginia to further 
the development of a colony 
there By now a wealthy 
shipowner, he contributed 
three ships to the fleet being 
assembled at Plymouth in 
1588 under Lord Howard of 
Effingham to resist the Span¬ 
ish Armada and, after the 
enemy had been routed in 
the North Sea, he comman¬ 
ded a small naval force in 
Insh waters hoping to pick up 
one or two of the Spanish 
ships as prizes 
These were the years 
when the lure of Spanish 
gold was an irresistible urge 
to Englishmen to take to the 
seas, and in 1591, Grenville 
got himself appointed as 
vice-admiral and second-in- 
command of a naval force 
under Lord Thomas Howard 
which was dispatched to the 
Azores Islands to he in wait 
for a homeward bound 
Spanish treasure fleet While 
awaiting its arrival, the ships 
companies became serious¬ 
ly depleted through sick¬ 
ness, Grenville's flagship the 
fleverrge being obliged to 
land over half her crew of 
250 

Unknown to the English, a 
strong Spanish force had 
been sent out to escort the 
treasure convoy and when 
on August 30 the Spanish 
fleet was reported in the 
offing, Howard s force was 
much too weak to give battle 





ppc 11th Quesf/on; What In American slang 

Is a Third World Briefcase? (Sudhasatta 
Acharyya, I.S.I. Men’s Hostel, 206 B.T. 
wySw Road, Calcutta 700 035) 

Ana; It Is a portable stereophonic box— 

_J radio, tape etc., especially popular 

among black youths in the US and UK. 


There was just time to 
embark the sick and escape 
from the clutches of a greatly 
superior force The Re¬ 
venge, having most men 
ashore, was the last to leave 
and she was cut off from her 
consorts She tried to fight 
her way through the Spanish 
fleet but was surrounded 
For 15 hours she did battle 
against the Spaniards, sink¬ 
ing one ship and driving off 
another with heavy damage 


But the odds against her 
were too great and in the end 
she was forced to stake her 
colours to prevent further 
slaughter Grenville, mortally 
wounded, was taken on 
board the Spanish flagship 
San Pablo and died three 
days later, the Revenge, 
shattered in the fight, sank in 
a gale before she could bo 
taken as a prize to Spam 
The action is immortalised in 
Tennyson s The Last Fight of 


QUESTIONS 


Whait hwbt imw In, 

didfmtimeetotbofyedu- 
61 ^ a prkKe end 

when the prince 
deiMrved puniehment? ' 

i. Whet le common to: 
Qrenede, Qienadinee. 
MntirNque. St $t. 

yinceht and wfMt fwrni 1$ 
cc^teetively given to Siam?' 
(NMmiriya Kr Serkar, tlfafV 

S, Qf wNoh flowen) Is tt 
in the 

toon in an his glory was net 
equal to themln beatto^? 
(t^WTMMto,Cefa»jtos27)r > ' 
toe mote oom- 
wwi M irrnfofeWttowli^ ' 

,1. Mn to* Dey Atonq f 


national sgcoer team^ 

S ikMhFtoahanMtohra. 
mtaipure) 

t. During World Wiy H who 
was code-named'ilie 
Hawk”? (Qiattam Rharam- 
shL Caioutta 25) 

f. Which place. In days of 
yore, was called "Ko^ 
lhen‘'jpr‘'toeLartdto 
^omto*^ (Q. RaHMto, Cal* 
ottoai^ 

1f.Wbots toe ever 

Barr' 




raiPPppliiNiliL! 




<aA 


“ I' ' ‘ 


the Revenge, first published 
in his Ballads and Other 
Poems (1880) 


“Who were Burke and 
Hare'?” asks Kumkum Das- 
gupta, Calcutta-27 

Born in Ireland in 1792, 
William Burke was a com¬ 
mon labourer whose miser¬ 
able lot in life improved vast¬ 
ly when he bdbame, along 
with his shifty-eyed fnend 
William Hare, a' resurrec¬ 
tionist,” meaning a body 
snatcher, awell-paying 
occupation at the turn of the 
19th century in that anatom¬ 
ists were in dire need of hu¬ 
man corpses for study 
Though it was then illegal, 
dissection was privately 
sanctioned for medical re¬ 
search 

Burke and Hare serviced 
Dr Robert Knox, a famous 
Edinburgh anatomist In¬ 
stead of digging up bodies 
fresh enough for study, they 
found It easier to waylay de¬ 
relicts, taking them to their 
seedy quarters, getting them 
drunk and then killing them 
They allegedly killed 32 per¬ 
sons, mostly males, in this 
fashion before Hare who 
had aroused police suspi¬ 
cion informed on his friend 
Burke Hare was pardoned, 
left Scotland and vanished 
forever Knox was cleared of 
any complicity in the mur¬ 
ders, neither he nor his 
associates knew that the 
bodies supplied to them 
were murder victims His 
career, however, was ruined 
by the publicity 

William Burke was hanged 
in Edinburgh before a big 
crowd on January 28,1829 
The author Sir Walter Scott 
was in attendance Com¬ 
memorating Burke s depar¬ 
ture via the rope, an enter¬ 
prising wag wrote a song 
which IS still sung on 
macabre occasions in Eng¬ 
land today 

Up the close and down the 
stair, 

BuLand ben with Burke 
and Hare, 

Burke’s the butcher, 

Hare’s the thief, 

Knox the boy that buys the 
beef 
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substantial damages from a Swedish newspaper for linking his name with the 
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blank look is gone and it’s time to smack his lips. Photograph by UTPAL SORKAR 
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CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE ? 


TIk ducorniiig eye can see beyond the 
obvious. Far beyond the initiate form 
of this Dilwara Temple situated on the 
extensive paleau of Mount Abu in the 
Aravalii mountains of Rajasthan. Of 
Mfhite marble, the interior is lavish in 
siulpturp and architectural 
decoration. Columns, ceilings, porticos 
and cells, display marble figures based 
on geometrical mandala with super¬ 
imposed planes and concentric rings 
in the form of a star. In each cell is a 
polished stone idol representing a 
tirthanbra or lain saint. 

Cratunm bve roiled by. Monuments, 
great and small, have come to adorn 
our land. The men who made these 
aesthetii masterpieres possible were 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the hlad^th. It was tbt forgotten 
furnaa which forged steel tools and 
imptements, hotvever crwfeand 
archaic. Thus, the backbone of such 
sweeping creativity was, as always, 
technology. In a word, steel foigiog 
And centuries of steel fwgiiiginl^ 
is today reaching a lechnologicai 
zenith with POWMEX STEE15. 

POWMEX is emeiging as Asia’s first 
plant to produa High ^leed Steel and 
Super High Speed Steels through 
Powder Capstde Forgiog Technology. 

POWMEX, in collaboration with the 
world leader BOHIUt of AUSTRIA is 
setting up a Ks. 700 million high lech 
plant near Titlagarh in Orissa. This 


will put the Indian High Speed Steel 
on par with the finest available in the 
wo^ POWMEX product mix 
includes both Tun^en and 
Molybdenum High Speed Steels of 
varums sections in rounds, flats and 
square^ and are indispensable for 
making drills, reamers, dies, forming 
took, punches, special bearings etc. 
Ihe tiwb made out of Super High 
Speed Steeb will bring about a 
seachat^ in their durability and 
quality tumiiqi out better components. 

POWMEX reduces imporb and saves 
precious Foreign exdiange to uphold 
the country's ideal of self-reliance and 
growth. 
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As soon as 

we reach one sununit, 
we strive 
for the next. 


A 


Century ... India’s largest exporter of cotton 
textiles. Now also a leading producer of cement. 

From a modest beginning in 1975, Century 
has blossomed into India’s largest exporter of 
cotton textiles. Earning more than Rs. 100 croie in 
hard currency in the year 1989-90. 

Over the years Century diversified into rayon 
yam, tyrecord, minerals & chemicals, cement, pulp 
& paper and shipping. In all these areas the 
Company has made its mark. 

In cement, the Company has achieved 
remarkable success in a short time. Cement 
manufactured at its most modern plants, 
CENTURY CEMENT, MAIHAR CEMENT, 
MANIKGARH CEMENT is now being marketed in 
almost all parts of the country. 

Century is now exploring new avenues to 
create more productive assets for the country, and 
more opportunities for our people to better the 
quality of their lives. 

- CwMllij Todiln and Industries United 
' Cantuiy Bhavan, Or. Annie BesanI Road, Worir, Bombay 400 025. 




Tb In keeping with the 
worldwide trend, helicopter 
gunships with their 
rnanoueveidbility and lethal 
firepower are finding 
increasing favour with the 
Indian Army too A look at the 
nugiuhient flying machines 
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I Cullanngiougars, 

at the Yellowstone National 
Parkis one way of keeping 
track of their activities 
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■ Fhe remarkably 

lealistic sets for the Cityofjuy 
are ready and the unit waits for 
earl> next year to begin 
shooting 
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I f another round of war breaks out be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan it is bound to 
be fast and intense. The induction of 
modem and accurate weapon systems by 
both the sides in the last decade has 
brought about this tremendous change. 
The latest buzzword among the armed 
forces is ‘force multipliers’. According to 
nSilitary experts, the attack heBcopter has 
emerged as the most dramatic 'force mul¬ 
tiplier’ since the machinegun. As a result, 
more and more armies the world over are 
turning their attention towards this 
weapon system. 

HeUcopters were introduced into the 
battlefield roughly 40 years ago. They 
were first employed by the French in 
counter insurgency operations in Algeria in 
the Fifties and by the British in similar 
situations. But their fighting qualities were 
never really appreciated. By and large, air 
forces continued to use helicopters mainly 
for communicatioa liaison, transportation 
and casualty evacuation duties. 

It was only later that armies slowly 
started fitting machine guns on the chop¬ 
pers. But the real breSt came after the 
Vietnam war in 1972 when faced with an 
armoured thrust of 600 tanks, the Amer¬ 
icans used helicopters to fire missiles to 
deadly effect. 

The Iraqis later used the Freilch-made 
Gazelle in an anti-tank role in its Gulf war 
against Iran. Nearer home, the Russians 
used the Mi-24 helicopter gunships in pairs 
in their Afghanistan campaign. Aided by 
the scout planes the helicopters first fired 
rockets on the rebel targets and then fol¬ 
lowed it up with pinpoint gun attacks. TTie 
Indian Army used the same ^ships in its 
"peace-keeping role" in Sri Lanka. The 
Jaffna peninsula, full of lagoons, posed 


Helicopter gun 
their iethk^ 
manoeuverab: 


ships with 
power and 
ility could 


the worldwide trendT" 
India, too, has realised 


le assai 


S. Srinivasan looks at the 
new chopping edge of the 
armedforces 


tremendous problems for the Indian Army 
as the LTl'E men criss-crossed the shal¬ 
low waters with impunity. They sniped at 
Indian transport helicopters and created 
problems in maintaining logistics. The In¬ 
dian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) pressed 
Mi-25 choppers (the export version of the 
Soviet-built Mi-24) into service with 
dramatic results. The IPKF which came 
under severe criticism for strafing the civi- 
han population in Chavakacheri, however, 
denied they had used the gunships to Uber- 
ate Jaffna. .Army officials claimed it would 
not have taken them so long to capture 
Jaffna if they had indeed been allowed to 
use the helicopter gunships. 





The Indian Army generals, as in the rest 
of the world, have now come round to the 
thinking that the day of the rotorcraft has 
finally arrived. According to defence jour¬ 
nals, the heBcopter like the taiBc before 
could change the face of warfare. One of 
the iHggest advantages with the heBct^ter 
is that with its three dimensional capaWty 
it can join the armour and artillery team in 
dominating the battlefield. Any future war 
will undoubtedly move fast aa the armies 
get increasingly mechanised. The Pakiata- 
ni generals soon after conducting the Zirb- 
e-momin exerdse talked of fast troop 
movement, covering more than 60 to 70 
kms of ground in a day. 

The heBcopters have now become im¬ 
portant with the change in battle scenar¬ 
ios. The fighter planes, to avoid radar 
detection, are flying closer than ever to 
the ^ound. In fact, some of the modem 
fixed wing fifditercraft can now fiy a few 
feet above the ground, carry out their 
ground attack mission before getting away 
to safety. But the heBcopters need not 
make a fast getaway. They can wait in 
ambush for the enemy tanks to arrive. 
They can provide very close air support by 
their ‘nap of the earth’ abiBty. But &e main 
role of the heBcopter remains anti-tank and 
commando operations. 

The Indian armed forces use three kinds 
of helicopters: light support (French 
Alouettes—Cheetah and Chetak) for 
observation, reconnaissance and aerial 
cover to forward pickets; cargo (Mi-8, 
Mi-17 and Mi-26) for heavy Bft duties; and 
attack (Mi-25). The Mi-8s and their newer 
variants Mi-17 can carry weapons on 
board. They can even be altered to carry 
more than 100 rockets in need. 

The Mi-25 is more than a mere tank- 
hunter, it is a multi-role chopper. In addi¬ 
tion to its lethal attacking capatnBties, it 
can carry troops and land them in comman¬ 
do operations. For instance, if a particular 
feature is to be captured from the enemy, 

I the ‘copter with infantrymen aboard can 
launch a swift attack and hold them tiU 
regular troops arrive. 

It accommodates a two-man crew in 
individual cockiMts arranged in tandem and 
protected by armour. 'Ilie engines, too, 
are similarly protected, besides being 
mounted on the sides to reduce the 
chances of both getting damaged simul¬ 
taneously. It carries under its nose sen¬ 
sors a turret containing a twin or four 
barrelled gun dependmg on the need. The 
choppers are said to be equipped with an 
infra red sensor mounted on the port 
weapon pylon for night flying. Besides, it 
has a ranging laser with a command aerial, 
a radio altimeter and a Doppler radar for 
navigation. The chipper is capable of tak¬ 
ing off on its own independent of ground 
support, thanks to its auxiliary power unit. 



The Indian Air Force is m Uie process of 
acquiring an improved version of the Mi-25 
from the Russians The Mi-35s, as they 
are designated, not only carry improved 
sensors but also have more engine power 
which gives them the necessary thnist to 




make a quick getaway after an attack 
They also pack greater firepower than 
their earlier model 

Though at present Indm has only a 
squadron of 12 attack helicopters, plans 
are afoot to expand the fleet With the 
induction of the upgunned Mi-35, one 
more squadron will be raised There is a 
proposal to add a third squadron, of Mi- 
J5s, according to sources in the defence 
estabhshment 

Pakistan, on the other hand, does not 


Firing an anti-tank missile 

have any dedicated attack helicopters and 
uses Its squadron of 4SA-321 utility chop¬ 
pers for air observation and reconnaiss¬ 
ance However, they have been using the 
flying platforms to fire rockets. 

T he pnmary role of an attack helicopter 
IS to locate and destroy enemy tanks 


PILOT PAR EXCELLENCE 


I 


I t was a hot July morning ui 1984 
when Wing Commander T.P.S 
Chhatwal was woken up by the sound 
of the door bell His wife thou^dit it was 
the milkman and asked him not to 
bother But the Chhatwals found they 
had a surprise visitor, the unit com¬ 
mander of the Hmdon airbase near 
Delhi. He asked Chhatwal to get ready 
for an important mission. The wmg 
commander quickly got mto his uniform 
and accompanied his superior to the 
airbase where he found a general 
waiting for hm A thought crossed 
Chhatwal’s mind: generals do not nor- 
tnaOy wait for wmg commanders; this, 
obviously, was not a routaw assign¬ 
ment 

The officer was not wrong n his 
assessment The Indian Army had 

Group captain T.P.S. Clibntwal 


launched an offensive to capture 
Gyolong La-3, a strategic peak m the 
SiaChen Glaaer dominated by the 
Pakistanis This was the first stage of 
Operation Me^^doot and the Indian 
Army’s mfantry had moved forward to 
the tese of the peak but was cut off 
tom the mam body because of heavy 
shelhng by the enemy. ,The soldiers 
were ^st rumung out of supplies and 
there was no other way of reaching 
ammumtion and provisions to them 
except by an airdrop. Chhatwal had 
been chosen for the assignment The 
wmg commander (now group captam) 
unmediately undertook a reconnaiss¬ 
ance mission Old reported back that 
the tairic was "difficult but he would do 
it 

Next mommg, the pilot loaded hs 






which are the mainstay of any armoured 
thrust. After exploring the battlefield and 
designating the targets, it waits in ambush 
for the tanks to arrive. It then atUcks with 
missiles before shifting to the next target. 
In a prolonged battle the gunships can 
literally hop from behind covers, fire at 
enemy tanks and go back into hiding. 


The Mi-25 is essentially an assault and 
not a dedicated anti-tank helicopter. The 
Italian army’s recently-introduced AugusU 
A-129 Mangusta is perhaps the first heli¬ 
copter conceived and designed to play an 
anti-role. It has a high degree of rug^- 
ness and offensive capability, can fly just a 
few metres above the ground almost 
silently, and launch a swift attack anytime 
of day or nij^t. Its name, whidi means 
mongoose, defines its role. If tanks and 
armoured vehicles are crawling objects 


aircraft with the maximum permissible 
400 kgs (for altitudes of 10,0(X) to 
18,000 ft) and headed for his target. 
Unmindful of the shelling by the 
enemy, he dropped the supplies with 
"pmpoint accuracy". The getaway was 
the most difficult p^ of the mission. 
Because an airdrop is rarely ever made 
on a climb, having done that it was 
difficult to further accelerate out of the 
situation. But the wing commander’s 
flying skills saw him through. That 
same day he made 42 TOrties. Follow¬ 
ing the defence ministry’s recent deci¬ 
sion to make Chhatwal’s record- 
breaking performance public, he is in 
the running for a place in the Guinness 
Book of WoM Records. 

Chhatwal, who changed co-pilots 
twice, did not leave the aircraft even 
for ineals. He remained with the afr- 
ci^ and encouraged and helped his 


men in loading and unloading opera¬ 
tions. Chhatwal said his sole motivation 
was that he had an assignment to fulfil. 

The recipient of the Shaurya Chak¬ 
ra, the Vayu Sena Medal (for evacuat¬ 
ing a heart patient from the Rohtang 
Pass) and Three Stars for 5,000 hours 
of accident-free flymg, Chhatwal pi¬ 
loted one of the first batch of Mi-8 
helicopters to land in Bangladesh in the 
1971 war. He has now logged more 
than 8,000 hours of flymg as an ace 
instructor pilot. Besides helicopters, 
he has also been an instructor on fixed 
wing aircraft, and is qualified to fly 
Mi-25 helicopter gunships, a rare dis¬ 
tinction. A source of inspiration for the 
lai'gely unsung tribe of transport p^s, 
Chhatwal remains a picture of humifity. 
When asked about his achievements, 
he merely said, "I eigoy flying and 
when you enjoy sometl^ you can 
achieve wond^.” 


like snakes, the attack helicopter is Iflce a 
nurngoose ready to pounce and IdD. Hie 
helicopter has a very narrow l^y, 10.6ft 
wide and 40.3ft long, also making it one of 
the smallest choppers of its class and re- 
dud^ its radar signature. Its fixed under¬ 
carriage and crash-resistant seats give it a 
high degree of survivability. For crew pro¬ 
tection the aircraft has armoured panels. 
In case of an emergency, an explosive 
c(»d cuts the transparent panels enabling 
the crew to evacuate the helicopter. 

The Mangusta has also provision for 
mast-mount^ sight The si^ sensors m 
the conventional helicqiterB are placed on 
the nose of the aircraft. 'These target ac¬ 
quisition devices have been moved by the 
French and the British to the top of the 
cabin so that only the rotor is visible while 
rest of the helicopter manages to stay 
behind cover. The mast-mounted sight 
sensor is an even more recent develop- 
meiit Like the snorkel of a submarine, it 
works as a periscope and makes evm the 
rotor invisible wdiile the chopper hugs 
trees, hillocks or any other natural obsta¬ 
cle available. 'This ‘nap of the earth’ ability 
has made for a rotmrcraft of rare stealth. 

The engines of the thfrd-generatkxi ct^ 
ters invcdve the latest tedmologies. They 
can hover behind cover long durations 
and move at veiy alow speeds d 10 knots, 
but while making a getaway can rapidty 
accelerate up to 150 irots. 'These helici^)- 
ters can therefore i^rate below the 
“dead man’s curve”—unthinkable tiO a few 
years ago when pilots were advised not to 
dip below 100ft or go below 30 knots, 
where their ctu^jpen could not be saved in 
case of sudden engine failure. 
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TAKING ON THE T0DN6 


row old with me, 
I _the best is yet to 
VJ be," said Rabbi Ben 
Ezra m Robert Browning's 
celebrated poem And then he 
went on to wax eloquent about 
the joys of old age I should not 
elaborate. Probably you all 
know "The last of life, for 
which the first was made/Our 
times are m His hand/Who 
saith, ‘A whole planned/ 
Youth shows but half’.’’ And so 
on and so forth 

But my friends, foinily and 
well wishers, of whom there 
suddenly seem to be legion, do 
not apparently agree 

I am 68 years old, still work 
a whole day, am robust, walk 
straight, though at tunes I may 
have a faint, almost unrecog¬ 
nisable backache I also have a 
sbght paunch, not a big one, 
and It doesn’t show most times 
(pennissible, 1 thought, at this 
age), a three-quarter bald 
head, comparable favourably 
with Madhu Dandavate’s, have 
a glad-eye for the girls who 
giggle and accept it as sudden, 
surprising and cute, especially 
since it is accompanied with a 
mildly extravagant and 
obviously half serious, half 
facetious complimentary 
phrase 

1 have a sense of humour, 
can tell a joke and take one, 
even against myself I can still 
shake a leg, not perhaps the 
latest eurythmic energetic 
dance that could break the 
bones of someone much youn¬ 
ger than I Rather, the more 
equanimous and elegant dance 
of the Thirties I am amazed 
how many youngsters today 
still love occasionally to try 
it—espeaally with me I am, 
of course, no Fred Astaire but 
they are dehnitely like Ginger 
Rogers, graceful, lissome and 
swishingly smashmg 

And yet when I go down the 
street, I have hardly walked 
ten yards when someone ac¬ 
costs me and says, “My dear 
fellow, are you still around’ I 
thought you had shuffled off 
this mortal coil How nice to 
see you!” 

Five yards later, someone 
confides to me with lip to ear, 


"Remember, as you age you 
grow older, not younger Take 
care of yourself Slow down, 
man'” 

Barely three yards later, 
another wellwisher slaps me 
on my stomach, rather more 
vehemently than warranted, I 
feel, and says significantly, 
"Keep it down, less food, less 
druik and plenty of walking 
You are fat, you know ’ 

With distance shnnking I am 
not surprised when withiii the 
next yard, I am told. ‘Good 
heavens, man, what’s wrong 
with you’ You look so wan and 
thin, a ghost of your old self I 
hope you are taking care of 
yourself Overdoing the high 
links discos and break danc- 
mg, no doubt, are not meant 
for you anymore ” My pro 
testations that I do not go to 
discos nor break-dance nor go 
on the high-jinks ^s to im¬ 
press him “The bouble”, he 
sajs, ’with some people is 
that they don t know when to 
stop You are now old, old 


Or, all about the 
state-of-the-mmd 
art 



boy Live your age Take my 
I word, you are old, you look old 
and there s no use pretending 
You’ll only make a fobi of 
yourself if you pretend that 
you are young ’ 

“But what if I feel young m 
heart and mind, though 
perhaps, not in looks?” I ex¬ 
postulate ‘Sheer illusion—a 
mirage,” he counters “But 
what if I still feel young m 
body, too,’ I persist 
“You should have been stop¬ 
ped by now You should be 
hobbli^ with a stick You 
ought to have been bedndden 
Yet here you are walking 
straight and jauntily, with an 
unnatural gleam in your eye, 
and, 1 am sure, an artificial 


smile on your lips, locdong 
chgiper aa hell Oh, just come 
off it. Be your real self, 
dammit ” 

1 take another two yards, 
and I see another old mend. 
"Dtm’t say a word about my 
age," I cry. “I’ve heard 
eno^. I am old but the rest is 
yet to be, as Rabbi Ben Ezra 
said.” 

And this fiiend says, “1 don’t 
know vidio this Rabbi Ezra is. I 
didn’t know you had Jewish 
s)mpathies But of course, 
v^n you grow old the rest is 
yet to be A rather cunnmg 
phrase of the Rabbu I must 
say. The funny thing about the 
future IS that it is always com¬ 
ing, and It’s fiin to wait for it 
and eiyoy it. What are you 
grumbling about?” 

"I’m not grumbling,” 1 
assure him "I hail you as a 
true fnend. And I shall go back 
home and await that ‘some 
enchanted evening’ which will 
surely come soon ’’ And with a 
spring in my step I leave 

As I leave I hear him mut¬ 
ter, “Odd fellow 1 hope ajp is 
not catching up with him ” 
Som Senegal 
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FANCIES 


Is This Cricket? 

T he origins of Britain’s 
national sununer game 
seem to be in doubt after the 
astonishing discovery by 
archaeologists of tins portion 
of a Mycenaean vase in a 
barrow in Wiltshire early this 
year. 

Although this is not the 
first Mycenaean find in Bri¬ 
tain, it is definitely the first 
to be dug and drawn saen- 
tifically, and most important 


movement of the spiral ob¬ 
ject (which certainly looks 
like a ball) and three figures. 
The one on the left with an 
arm stretched out could well 
have just bowled that ball 
towards the other figure 
standing with what may be a 
cross ^tween a bat and a 
paddle. He could well be 
compared to the batsman of 
today. And what is the third 
figure.’ A spectator, a fiel¬ 
der, or as the slightly more 
ornate garb might suggest, 
something like an umpire. 
Perhaps, it will never be 



Watch the 
Jackpot 

T he gambling dens of 
Kathmandu are only a 
push of the button away 
from your seat, if you are 
sporting a special digital 
watch. This magical wrist 
watch aptly named MONTE 
CARLO turns the face of the 
time-teller into a spinning 
arena of chance and excite¬ 
ment, associated with jack¬ 
pot, dice or roulette. 

When the button is 
pushed, the number gener¬ 
ator flashes a series of "spin¬ 
ning” random numbers cm 
the face (numbers from 1 to 
6). When the button is re¬ 
fused, the spin slows down 
and gradually cixnes to a 
stop, as in real life. 

And, when the two num¬ 
bers displayed match, four Js 
flash across the mini-screen 
indicating that ym have hit 
the jackpot Unfortunately, 
MONTE CARLO does not 
pour forth coins for the 


of aU, clearly dateable to the 
14th century BC. In fact, it 
IS the first Aegean Bronze 
Age picture of a game with a 
bat and a ball. 

It is all a question of inter¬ 
pretation. The scene has 
two palm trees, some flow¬ 
ers, some S-curves that may 
have been put in to suggest 


Meet Elsie 

TITho is ELSIE? 

VV ELSIE is the 
pleasant, female sounding 
electrcmic voice that crack¬ 
les from street-side bus stop 
pr^s, to give the waiting 
bus passengers information 
about the buses that service 
certain stops m England. 

Conceiv^ as an aid to the 
elderly or the visually im¬ 
paired. ELSIE was designed 
by the Department of Traffic 
Control and communica¬ 
tions. as a free service to 
passengers. 


scertained whether it is 
true cricket, but the re¬ 
semblance is striking. 

In any case, it revives an 
old controversy about the 
links between Greece and 
Wessex in the Bronze Age, 
and the new finds are shr^s 
of evidence that can not be 
lightly dismissed. 


When commanded, 
ELSIE gives the number and 
route of the approaching 
bus, and the scheduled arriv¬ 
al times of the next couple of 
buses. A tap activates the 
pocket-book sized louds¬ 
peaker, and ELSIE gives the 
time of the day, and a brief 
weather forecast. 

It would be useful if 
ELSIE could be program¬ 
med to remind bus-drivers, 
fit India i^culariy, of the 
speed limits in a jiarticular 
area, or chide the bus con¬ 
ductors when the bus is 
overloaded. 


Playing Polo 

^ ven jlear or so vaagera 
XZrfrom all over what is 
now the northern-most 
Pakistan make the trek up to 
the Shandur Pass for the 
world’s highest polo tourna¬ 
ment Polo, the world’s old¬ 
est game, came from Iran to 
the Indian sub-continent in 
the fifth century BC. Wl»n 
the British colonised India 
they discovered the game in 
the outposts, Manipur in the 
Eastern Himalayas and Chit- 
ral-GUghit among the moun¬ 
tains of the Hindu Kush and 
Karakoram. Thev civilised it 
and called it polo. Today life 
in every village in the moun¬ 
tainous region of Chitral and 
Gilghit revolves around the 
pdo field, all work stopping 
when a ^une is in progress. 

This is polo with no rules, 
resenditing rugby on horse¬ 
back as players try to push 
each other off their steeds or 
grab the ball with their 
hands. If a horse or player is 
taken oft hurt, the opposite 
number from the other side 
must also retire. 

The players though, are 
very serious about the 
game, taking as much as two 
weeks preparing themselves 
and their animals for the high 
altitude and the treacherous 
upward climb. 

The beat of drums and a 
pipe echoes through the 
mountains during the game, 
the rhythm quickening with 
the speed of the game. Last 
year Pakistan’s Prime Minis¬ 
ter attended the Grand Pm- 
aL The winners Gilghit bran¬ 
dished the silver cup and the 
night was given to dancing 
and feasting before the long 
trek down the pass and start 
of the snows, marking the 
end of the polo season. 


In Cycle Paedia 

I n a toy store, there are 
some cycles: both bicycles 
and tricycles, for sale. Half 
of these are made of plastic 
and half of them of metal 
And, at the end of the day, 
there were 55 wheels 
altogether. 

How many Ucycles and 
tricycles were there? How 
many plastic and how many 
met^r 

Answer Fwe bicycles and 
15 tikydes; 10 eKh of plas- 
tk 8ik1 metal 
















SERAMPORE COLUXiE ^tamded 1818) 



Serampore College, srtu- 
ated about 20 kms from Cal¬ 
cutta was founded in 1818 
under the patronage of Gov¬ 
ernor General Marquis of 
Hastings by Revds Dr Carey, 
Mr Marshman and Wilham 
Ward, who together with Col¬ 
onel Krefting, the Danish gov 
emor of Serampore, andj C 
Marshman, formed the 6rst 
college council In 1821, King 
Fredenck VI of Denmark don¬ 
ated certain premises to the 
college and six years later 
under a Royal Charter the in¬ 
stitution was empowered to 
grant degrees 
The li^ for the college 
buildings was purchased chief¬ 
ly through subscnptions The 
entire expenses of the budd¬ 
ings, amounting to £ 15,000, 


were met by the Serampore 
Missionaries, the first promo 
ters of the undertaking After 
the death of Dr Marshman, the 
college expenses were met 
partly through endowments, 
blit chiefly by the philanthrope 
and only survivmg member of 
the onguial council, J C 
Marshman When he left India 
in 1856, the college w^s placed 
under the Baptist Missionary 
Society 

In 1857, Serampore College 
was one of the first to be affili¬ 
ated to the Calcutu Universi¬ 
ty This connection continued 
tdl 1882 when the Arts depart¬ 
ment was closed and the col¬ 
lege converted to a theological 
institution. In 1910, it was 
reorganised and a lugher 
theological framing depart¬ 


ment for the Serampore BD 
(Bachelor of Divinitvl was 
started Under the advice of 
Dr George Howells the col 
lege councd resolved to 
reopen the Arts classes, and m 
1911 the college was reaffili- 
ated to Calcutta University up 
to the Intermediate Arts stan¬ 
dard The college now has rec 
ognised BA and BSc honours 
courses 

It now has a separate build 
mg for science classes and 
bMSts of well-equipped labor 
atones, large bbranes and 
boardmg arrangements Its 
extra-cumcular activities m- 
clude a unit of the NCC In 
fact, Serampore College is the 
only affilia ted mstitution of Cal¬ 
cutta University that can grant 
a degree—the BD degree 
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Mwcn 21—April 20 
.The moon's last quar* 

_ ter emphasises trade, 

commerce, buying, selling, In¬ 
vestments, loans, travel, child¬ 
birth, entertainment and func¬ 
tions Romance will be strong 
and pleasurable, but it would be 
best to wan for a week Your 
home and family matters may 
make you travel Renovation, 
house parties, parents and 
elders will have their claim on 
you 

~7p] AURUS 

■ April 21—Mty 20 

• Expect help from 

_ known and unknown 

quarters and sources Qood 
news awaits you Finallsa travel 
plans Catch up with all pending 
correspondence Romance will 
be torrid and terrific as the re¬ 
sponse will be fantastic Deals 
and transactions are favoured 
Fuse business with pleasure 
Qet your travel kit ready Minor 
health problems like bolls, fever 
and gout will be there If your 
overindulge 

^ EMINI 

• Msy 21—Jun* 20 

I ^ Secret ties and ren- 

I- dezvous are the 

week's highlights Your work will 
be done. From August 14 on¬ 
wards will be important for per¬ 
sonal and professional affairs 
Romance will be good this week, 
the next week promises even 
better Money will be your loved 
companion The next 15 days 
are for communication at all 
levels Your performance will 
mat^ your ambition 

^ ANCER 

Jun» 21—July 20 

^ Enfenam with gusto, 

-J do your duty too. bo 

direct and the booty will certainly 
be yours Thanks to Venue, your 
charm will slay one and all You 
can make a fast buck and lay the 
foundation for a solid future or go 
in for expansion The Venus- 
Juplter In your sign focaiises 
home, travel, shift and move 
There Is nothing to worry about 
your health Renovation and de¬ 
coration of your home turns out 
wen but costly Kids give joy 


■ July 21—August 21 

Hard work, recognl- 

- tion, perks, power 

and promotion are well signified 
as Jupiter moves Into your sign 
Romance wW be pleasant and 
more to come within the next 45 
d«ys. Plenty of travel is In store 






for you, speciaily In October and 
December Expenses, buying, 
selling and a home away from 
home are the other Indications 

IRGO 

S' ^ August 22—Sspi 22 

I Journeys, cere- 
- ' monies, functions, re¬ 
ligious rites, heavy expenses 
and collaborations are fated, so 
go right ahead Romance and 
Journey could be interlinked in a 
strange way New avenues open 
out for finance, career, commis¬ 
sion, brokerage and sales 


BIRTHDAYS 


August 12 

Venus conjunction Mercury 
Success in enterprise and ex¬ 
pansion IS the Indication of this 
conjunction Love will blossom 
and kids will be a source of joy 
This birthyear will be one of 
numerous changes All the 
changes will not be pleasanti 

August 13 

Moon conjunction Mars A new 
high m the career of Leons Pa¬ 
rents, in—laws and elders will 
play a big role In your life The 
home will be renovated or a new 
house bought This is certainly a 
fine birthyear 

August 14 

Moon sextlle Jupiter Opportuni¬ 
ties for business and pleasure 
do abound for you Journey, 
ceremony, love, friendship, 
money and socialising are 
favourably signified 

August 15 

Moon sextlle sun Name, tame, 
augmentation of income and ex- 
pensea wllj soar though you will 
defeat your rivals and foes. 


Travel is a dominant trend De¬ 
spite minor health problems you 
should be able to carry on with 
your work 

n IBRA 

. 8ept23-Oct22 

“ The mam trends are 

I- loans, funds, 

friendship, entertainment and 
time to ask for favours, bargains, 
clinch deals and improve per¬ 
formances Passion and ardour 
will characterise your moves and 
actions In romance The travel 
bug will bite you in August and 


Psychics will help you You will 
communicate superbly Certainly 
a mighty fine birthyear 

August 16 

Mercury trine Saturn News, 
messages, tops and signing of 
deeds and documents will be un¬ 
usually important Expenses and 
family problems could bog you 
down Think clearly and let not 
emotion cloud your judgement 
Careerwise, all is well 

August 17 

Moon opposition Saturn Suc- 
oess IS certain provided you ex-' 
erase grit and determination, as 
this opposition ends on February 
7 The home conditions should 
Improve, giving you more free¬ 
dom and security A birthyear of 
changes which should work out 
to your advantage In the long 
run. 

August 16 

After February 9, 1991, you will 
certainly be a winner Till then 
health Is suspect on account of 
responsibilities Journeys, cere¬ 
monies, functions, publicity, con¬ 
tracts and new as^nments are 
also foretold. A birthyear of 


September Regarding healtf 
accidents are the only real sna( 

I CORPIO 

Oct23—Moy20 

Romance, repulslor 

-1 travel, new assigr 

ments, contracts and law suit 
make an exciting week In rt 
mance, tigers will roar In yoi 
blood In finance, promotlor 
opportunities, new openings an 
enterprises are foreseen. It I 
time to move, act, contact an 
correspond* Pressures am 
opposition could tell on you 
health 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21-0«e 20 

I Better job, perks 

- loans, funds, journey 

buying and selling are favourabi' 
signified as the moon sextilei 
sun Tuesday to Thursday an 
important for romance Wait i 
week till travel conditions im 
prove There is nothing to won’ 
about your health Transaction! 
and renovation in your home an 
Ibretold 

^ APRICORN 

Doc 21—Jan IS 

^ Romance, marriage 

I -travel, kids and prop 

erty form the core of the weak Ir 
romance, you will be ardent, ac 
tive and exceptionally protective 
Contracts, assignments anc 
opportunities are foretold In fi¬ 
nance Moderation in food anc 
dnnks is the key to good health 
Improvements and changes Ir 
the home are destined 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Fab 18 

The home front will 

- be fully activated, bul 

expect disruptions You could be 
caught between work arKt love. 
You will have your full and fair 
share of romance Too many 
pressures could tell upon your 
health A major move within the 
next 14 days Is Indicated 
Changes in the home might not 
be totally comfortaWo, and the 
health of elders could cause 
some womes 

ISCES 

Fab 1S-March 20 

The weak signifies 

- childbirth, work 

pressures, contacts, contracts, 
luck of the draw and bavel plans. 
In romance, you will be desired 
and adored. Money is already on 
Its Wihged way. Minor health ali¬ 
ment should not worry you. A 
chop and change in servants, 
subordkiatas and family mem¬ 
bers; so plenty to think about 
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T he mountain lion is nowhere to be 
seen'at the Yellowstone National 
Park, Wyoming. But the signal from 
its radio transmitter is loud and clear. 

Kerry Murphy parks his pickup truck 
atop a windy ridge eight miles east of 
Yellowstone headquarters near the park’s 
northern boundary. Holding a directional 
anteruia high overhead, he turns slowly to 
pick up the strongest beeps. 

"There she is,” says Murphy, a biolog 
ist for the Homocker Wildlife Research 
Institute at the University of Idaho. He 
points toward a craggy ravine a half-mile 
away. 

Still, the four year-old mountain lion—or 
coug^, puma, panther, or catamount 
remains invisible. Mountain lions usually 
are. TTieir success as predators depends 
on their secretiveness. 

The radio signal fades as the tawny cat 
apparently crawls behind a rock or dips 
into a ravine. "Uncooperative kitty,” Mur 
phy mutters. 

The next morning Murphy will be out 
early, tramping many miles up and down 
steep, wooded hillsides to team more 
about what this particular cougar has been 
doing. He may find the remains of a rabbit, 
a coyote, or an elk calf, victim of one of the 


r 


most efficient hunters in the animal 
kingdonx 

"People are tremendously interested in 
big, carnivorous animals," says Maurice 
G. Homocker, director of the research 
institute and a leading authority on moun 
tain lions, which he has been studying 
since the early 1960s. 

"And it’s hij^ time. When you look 
around the world at the fate of such 
animals over the last decade, their num 
bers have decreased markedly. We’ve 
literally kiUed them off. So it’s wonderful 
seeing an animal that can exist in close 
proximity to man by staying out of sight 
and keeping its mouth shut and live in 
varied habitats—from deserts to swamps, 
from snow-capped mountains to rain 
forests—and prosper.” 

Prosperity has been a tong time coming. 
From the earliest days of US settlement, 
cougars were considered vermin, hunted 
and poisoned nearly to extinction. So were 
wolves, which share honours with moun¬ 
tain lions as the most efficient North 
American carnivores. 

While much attention has focused on 
wolves—proposed federal legislation 


Mercer Cross sts 




ellowstone Nati< 



Perched high in a Rocky Mountain conifer, a cougar has a 
cat’s-eye view of its domain. Because they arc so reclusive, 
mount^n lions are seldom seen, and much remains to be 
learned about their living habits. As civilisation encroaches 
on their territory, however, encounters with humans are 
increasing in some places 


would reintroduce a few wolf pairs to 
Yellowstone—mountain lions have quietly 
come back on theu- own, without human 
help. 

“In a national park, it seems fitting that 
this top carnivore should receive research 
attention,” Homocker says. "We feel that 
our research will tell us how wolves and 
mountain lions might interact in Yellow¬ 


stone. There will be some interaction, 
direct or mdirect, and we’ll be in a position 
to pi edict how this will affect either wolves 
or lions, or both.” 

Not until the mid-60s, Colorado taking 
the lead, did Western states start reclas¬ 
sifying the mountain lions as a game 
animal, with a regular hunting season, 
rather than vermin. The re-evaluation was 







A 


duf partly to public education spearheaded 
by Floinocker. paitly to unproved game 
management and increasuig populations of 
deer and elk. the thief natural prey of 
cougars 

Today all but one western mountam 
state, California, has a couger huntmg 
season, often witli restrictions on killuig 
females California bans huntuig, an often 
challenged law that was reuistated ui the 


..I- 


Tracking secretive cougars is easiest after a light snow. This 
one lives in the heavily forested wilderness of the Rocky 
Mountains. But the large, predatory cats are adaptable to many 
environments in the Western Hemisphere. Their range extends 
from the southern tip of South America to northern Canada 






In swift pursuit of another animal, a hungry mountain lion 
prepares to catch dinner. The stealthy stalker is one of nature’s 
most efficient killers, although it lacks endurance for extended 
runs. Deer and elk are its principal food in the Rocky Mountain 
West, but it settles for smaller animals when necessary 


and prey to the northern end of the park. 
Because of potentially disastrous con¬ 
frontations between dogs and grizzlies, 
park administrators allow the cougars to 
be treed only m winter, when the bears 
hibernate. 

What will the study produce’ "It’s our 
contention,” .says Homockei, "that before 
we can leally understand an animal and 
how It operates as a population, we need 
to study It IP an unexploited situation, an 
area where natural behaviour takes ovei, 
where we can learn those natural self- 
limiting ptocesses. 

“We loiow that many carnivore popula¬ 
tions limit their own numbers. Like rats m 
a cage or chicks in brooders, they reach a 
certain density, and then natural regulating 
mechanisms take effect. ” 

Much remains unknown about mountain 
hons, whose wanness means that few 
humans ever see them in the wild Hor- 
iiocker’s research in Yellowstone will, he 
hopes, help refine management prog¬ 
rammes. 

That includes hunting "As biologists. 


Face contorted in defiance, a mountain lion snarls at the dogs 
that have tracked it down and chased it up a tree. Scientists 
tranquilise lions, then place radio-transmitting collars around 
their necks for further study. Hunters, who also use trained 
dogs, find the big cats an easy target once they have been cornered 


To place the collars around the cats’ 
necks, the scientists use the same techni¬ 
que as hunters: trained dogs chase the 
cougars up trees. Once cornered, they are 
shot with anesthetisuig darts. The big cats 
usually go to sleep on the limbs; then the 
saentists lower them to the ground with a 
rope. 

Winter is the busiest time for the 
researchers. Extremely deep snow at 
hig.her elevations drives both predators 


we don’t oppose hunting,” he says. "If 
there’s evidence that there’s a biologically 
sound basis for a hunting season, we don’t 
oppose It any more than we oppose 
hunting seasons for deer and ducks and 
pheasants. ” 

Some people oppose, on ethical 
grounds, killuig such a beautiful creature 
under any circumstances. Others, includ¬ 
ing some hunters, argue that shooting a 
treed cougar is hardly sport. 


But others think that more mountain 
hons should be killed. As the human 
population grows in Western mountains, 
the natural terrain of the cougars dwm- 
dles. Contact between people and panth¬ 
ers increases; pet dogs and cats become 
occasional prey. In a few places, children 
have been attacked. 

Howard B (Juigley, a biologist at Frost- 
burg (Md.) State Uraversity and a former 
student of Homocker’s, is just starting a 
study of cougars in Guatemala. He sees 
the need for new approaches to the 
problem of cougar interaction with other 
animals, something beyond simply des¬ 
troying the offending hons. 

He suggests research on "aversive 
conditioning” of cougars and other crea¬ 
tures—for example, creating some kind of 
harmless but effective natural bamers to 
keep the animals out of human habitats. 
But he concedes that such a concept may 
be decades from reahty. 

Homocker advises caution but not 
alarm. "As a threat to hikers or people 
using the back country or wherever hons 
hve, they aren’t really a big threat.” he 
says “But the potential is there, because 
they aie a powerful, predatory aiumal.” 

Robert L. Downing, a retired biologist 
ui Clemson, S.C., spent five years chrect- 
■ng a federal project to determme if 
niountam hons exist mdependently in the 
East. “There are plenty of stones,” he 
says, but in the absence of tangible 
evidence, the answer is no. He beheves 
that several rejjorted sightings were tame 
cougars freed by ther owners. 

Relocated Western mountain hons may 
be the eventual answer. "I think we’H have 
cougars in the East sometime,” says 
Downing, “even if we have to bang 'em in 
ourselves.” 

(National Geographic News Service) 




























The main, street opens into two clayey 
courtyards, where important sequences of 
the film will be shot. In the middle of one is 
rooted a rusty handpiimp, at the ed^e of 
another, a lulsi plant. Snaking away at 
differerdr angles are the little bybmea only.f^ 
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scraps of shec^ .metal, spoilt wood and 
other .odds and fends. On spipe of the UOO 
tenement hoUM^^ome of wfuch aire 
two-storevpd.’lji»hn«sual' if- improhabte' 
fsillirr TP^'— areas, are bded. 

sipitorda “Cjfao 
Jimber, Lucy Stores and TsHtfurDw 
Oeatung” say die barely legible boards, 
hindng at the""rouid» cdnnner«e-,of the 
bustees. In some other houses, little leafy. 
hu plants in^ OaUa Jins climb past 
windows Onto the mossy titers 
IhaJower secti 
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in ;in ll.ili.m Aniri icMii 
I uu! I'm )■! I .:i(i 11| It, " 
M.iiinnn.i In- 
i'lin luT c'diii crl III K’miiii-. "I 

ti|i Ill'll' ,111(1 It l■^ ihi-, 

(■<iunlr\' uiiiiii me liic 

I 1 hiiiK (‘ III lie wli.il I ,1111 iiiilin . " 
'I’lif wiiild'^ inu,-,i I'uniriivi'i ■ 


I'he liigli priestess 
of pop music had 

her ipaiden_ 

p erfo r manc e in 
Raly recx^ntiy. _ 
Santimoy Sanyal 
cyiught some 
glimpses 


Isial pop sinpor w;'!.-! ptTlonnm.i; 
lin Koine lor the I'irst time m 
|her imisieal I'areer and she liad 
eery re.ison to slii'k out tlle 
loiive liraiu'ti. 

"I'm aware that the Witir.in 
land some Catholii' ei initmini- 
Ities are aeensm.i: ni\' >!'.o\e> nt 
Ibeiiry '■mini. lluw .ii'e trei.'iL' to 
Ikeei) peopie a^^■ay iroiil llii 
|>hi i\v. I; yira're 'm e tiiat I'm a 
sinner, th.eii let he who h.is in-! 
Isiiined e.isl tln' tiist stone. 


l)!her«|se, 1 kiey ' 

d \’'>U .'i.' 

h.eliieo-us men and 

WnnX'fi <d 

(111 e ,! t h o 1 m e h; I 

:i t'l] whi) 

pi|'shl|.l til.id. W'll-i 

i< ;;!! 

11 -I'.ditioi'.ali'. . to s-'e 

n.\' 

ilid then rudye." 



M.idoniia, tile imri\,dle'l 
ieell ol pop w.is ,it p.ari' )o 
-nviiKe the Itaii.in' that she 
|w,is 'not eiidoism.e .i wav --l 
onl\‘ destiahinp it" .ind 
|ti. enl - 'll t,' ,id(i: "Let the aiidi- 
e i.id.ce, W hen a mind is ii< -t 
[.eoikiin;, then oitr spiritual lili 
s, then- IS no l eas- .n to Ir, e. 

■ It .; ' t.'leka all. in ' -1 1- n. e. 
,iiid htiinanil w "■ 
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Amltabh Bachchan, Radhika and Jaya Prada loAajKa Arjun 
Kirti Singh in Jungle Love 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• AaJ Ka Arjup. Pdradise 
(Bentnick Stre«t 28^2) Majcs 
tic (Rail Ahmed Kidwai Road 
242266) Gem (Acharya Jagadish 
Chandra Bose Road 249828) 
Krishna (T C Outta Street 
250437) Khanna Acharya Ptafulh 
Chandra Road 552932) Jagat 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Road 
365108) Ragini (Behaghata Mam 
Road 363264)^ Indira (Indra Roy 
Road 471757) Pnya (Rashbthan 
Avenue 464440) Madhuban (Re 
gent Park) 

A film by K C Bokadia starring 
superstar Anutabh Bachchan along 
with Jaya Prada and Radhika I he 
music IS by Bappi Lahin 

• Dil Metro (Chowringhee 
Road 280141) Mitra (Bidhan 
barani 551133)—4 shows 

Durected by Indra Kumar and 
with music by Anand Miimd the 
film stars Aanur Khan Madhuia 
Dual and Anupam Kher 

• Ghayal Orient (Bentinck 
Street 281917) Basusree (S P 
Mukherjee Road 484808)—4 
shows 

Sunny Deol and Meenakshi 
Seshadn are the mam attractions 
Others co starring are Amrish 
Pun Moushumi Chattenee Ora 
Pun Raj Babbar Kuibhushan 
Kharbanda Shaft Inamdar and 
Annu Kapoor Fhe film is du-ected 
by Kajkumar Santoshi and the 
music IS by Bappt l.a)iin 

• Jeevan Ek Sanghursh Llite 
(SN Banenee Road 241383) 
Talkie Show House (Shibdas Bha 
dun Street 552270) (iract 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road 111090) 
Menoka (Sarat Chattet]ee Avenue 
410417) Malancha (Regent Park) 

Anil Kapoor and Madhun Duat 
are the lead pair in this film 
directed by Rahul Rawail The 
music IS by I^xmikant Pyarelal 

• Jungie Love Hmd (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue 272473) Naar 
(Lower Chitpur Road 277273) 
Liberty (Chittaranjan Avenue 
553046) Pumasree (Raja Raj Kis 
sen Street 554033) 

Directed by V Menon the film 
stars newcomers Kirti Smgh and 
Rocky The music is by Anand 
Milmd 

• Mere Pati Sirf Mera Hal 

Roxy (Chowringhee Place 
284138) Moonlight (T C Dutta 
Street 254956) Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani 551515) Bina (Bidhan 
Sarani 311522) Kaiika (Sadanan 
da Road 478141) 

A social entertainer starring 
Rekha Jeetendra Radhika Anu 
pam Kher and Utpal Dutt The film 
IS directed by Manobala and the 
music IS by Anand Milmd 

• Veeru Dada: Jyoti (Lenin 
Sarara 241132)—4 shows 






Printed here is the rtgular Indian Airlinss sehs- 
diils. But the sehaduls hat baan curtailad dua to 
tha grounding of its Airbus A320 float. Passan- 
gara ara advTtad to kaap track of announoa- 
mants mads by Indian Airllnaa in tha praaa. For 
aasiataneo, thay may contact 262848, 282888, 
268889, 282417, 689433. 889841/2/3/4/8 and 
889833. 


Directed by K.R. Reddy and 
with musk by Laxmikant Pyvelal, 
the fibn’s chief attractions are 
Dharmendra, Anuita Singh, Farha 
and Shakti Kapoor. 


Spii i.il I'.vc'iits 


12 Aufiut: 11 am 

Calcutta Junior Chamber pre¬ 
sents a Kavi Sammelan, featuring 
Ramrikh Manhar, Shall Chaturvedi 
and to Ehakash Aditya. 

At G.D. Birla Sabhagar (29 
Ashutosh Choudhary Avenue; 
759717). 

12 Ai4[ust; 3.30 pm & 6.30 pm 
Padatik Repertory presents 
Adhey Adhurey, a play in Hindi by 
Mohan Rakesh and directed by 
Shyamanand Jalan. The cast in¬ 
cludes Chetna Jalan, Pradip Roy, 
Shanchayita Bhattacharya, Shampa 
Ghosh and Shyamanand Jalan. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

12 August: 6 pm; 13 August 
onwards; 3 pm — 8 pm (ex¬ 
cept Monday) 

The inauguration of an exhibition 
of paintings entitled The Boy by 
Bikash Bhattachaijee on 12th. The 
exhibition will continue till August 
22 . 

At Galerie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sarani). 

13 August: 6 pm 

Youth Guild and Cultural De¬ 
partment of the USSR Consulate 
General tn Calcutta present an 
evening of Kathak dances, dedi¬ 
cated to Late Durga Lai, featuring 
students of Ashimbandhu, to be 
followed by a solo recital by 
Ashimbandu, disciple of Susmita 
Misra. 

At Gorky Sadan (3 Gorky Ter¬ 
race; 442791/5407). 

13 August; 6 pm 

SamantaraTs evening of cultural 
programmes, Rabindranath, 
Rakhibandhan 0 Jatiya Sampriti, 
features Dr Roma Choudhury, V. 
Balsara, Pradip Ghosh, Amitava 
Bagchi, Bhaskor Deb, Apala Sar- 
kar, Nanda Dulal Bhar and others. 

At Manya Sardar Batokrishto 
School hall (Tobm Road; Barana- 
gore). 

16 August onwards: 3 pm to 8 
pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by the students of Calcutta 
Art Home in the South and New 
galleiies. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

17 Aii^t: 6.30 pm 

Shirutni presents a solo Kathak 
dance recital by Keya Chanda. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

17 August: 6.30 pm 

Padatik Musk Circle presents a 
classical vocal recital by Afish 


Goswami. 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AIC Bose Road; 446087). 

18 August: 6 pm 

The Ramakiishna hBssion Insti¬ 
tute of Culture presents a sarod 
recital by Tejento Narayan Ma- 
jumdar. 

At Vivekananda Hall (Gol 
Park). 

TRAVEL 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura timaa ara far Cal¬ 
cutta. FIguraa In brackats 
danota tha daya, 1 baing 
Monday. 


International 


Loadon-Dalhl-Calcutta: An. 

(1) : A1-132/AI-1320 at 1300 
Caleutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 
0240. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dubai: Dep. 

(2) : AI-lOl/Al-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5); AI-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6); AI-309 at 1935. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York: Dep. (6): A1-309/A1- 
1101 at 1935. 

Calctttta-Dcibl-Paris-London: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Caicutta-Dalhl-Rome- 
rrankfurt; Dep. (7); A1-1651/A1- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-London-Delhi- 
CalcntU; Arr. (7); AI-112/AI- 
im at 0340. 

Fraakfurt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta; An. (1): AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Oubal-Calcutta: Arr 

(4): SU-537 at 1525 

Caicutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep 
(4): SU-538 at 172.5. 
Amman-Calcutta- Arr. (I, 41: 
HJ-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1. 4): RJ-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Singapore; Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Slngapore-Calcutta; Arr. (2) ; 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Air. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok; Arr. (2. 4, 
"): IC-232 at 1640. Air. (1, 3, 6); 
TG-313 at 1240: Dep. (2. 4, 7): 
IC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1. 3. 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Deihi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr. 
{6); IC-843 at 0755; Dep. (6): 
IC'-843 at OKw. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhi: Arr. 
(6>; IC-H44 .it II 1.5: Dep, (Hf 
K,.t<44 at 121.5. 

CateutU-Kathmuidtt: Dep. (1, 


6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4. 6. 

7) : IC-247 at 1600; Air. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150, Arr. (2. 4. 6. 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Ohaka; Dep. (daily): 
B(5-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep. (1.2,3.4.6,7): BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5):BG-098 at 1820, 
Dep (1,7). IC-223 at 1340. Dep. 

(2.4.6) : IC-223 at 1640. 
Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840. Arr (1,2,3,4,6,7): BG-093 
at 1540, Arr, (5)- BG-097 at 1740, 
Arr. (1.7)- IC-224 at 1540. Arr. 

(2.4.6) . IC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. 
(2.5)- BG-698 at 1415. Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chittagong-Calcutta: Arr. (2, 
5); BG-697 at 1330, Arr, (6): 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep. (2): KB- 
106 at 09(X): Air. (2). KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delbi-Calcutta: An. ay. AI- 

1320 at 1300: Arr. (7); AI-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): AI- 
101 at 0240: Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
306 at 1815. 

inMtui AlrHmta 4$^'v - 

(^Icutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and lC-402 at 1700; 
Arr. (daily). 1C-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1955 and lC-176 at 08.55; 
Arr. (daily); IC-274 at 1855 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep (daily). 
IC-265 at 1700; Arr (daily); IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-271 at 1500; Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-272 at 2025,. 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras: Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730: Atr. 
'(1)‘: IC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2.4.6): 
lC-541 at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1250;Ait. (daily) ; 
lC-230 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) ; IC-201 at 1130: Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245. Arr. 

I 


(2.4) . lC-202 at 15(X). 

Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhat • 
Guwahati - CalcdUa: Dep. 

(3.5.7) : 1C 213 at 1030; Arr. 
(3..5,7). IC-213,at 1540. 
Calcutta - Gdwvahatl ■ Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5.6). IC-2I9 at 
1120: Arr.(l,3..5.6):IC-220at 1600 
Calcutta - Bagdogra; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-221 at 1100: Arr. (dailv); 
IC-222 at 1320. 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
lv): IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
IC-243 at 1400, Dep. (3.5.6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600, Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400: Arr. (dailv): IC-242 at 
0900, Arr. (2.4): IC-244 at 1600, 
Air. (3.5. 6.7)- IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr. (1): IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Slichar- Imphal: 
Dep. (daily): IC-255 at 0600; Arr. 
(daUy): lC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.8) : IC-269 at 1710: Arr. 

(3.5.6) : lC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad; Dep. 

(1.2.7) : lC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) : IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair; Dep. 

(2.4) : IC-285 at 0545 ; Air. (2.4); 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 
0545: Arr. (1): lC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : lC-410 at 0830; Arr. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-409 at 1510. 

Vaymhot 

Calcutta-Shillong-Guwahati- 
Silchar: Dep. (daily): PF-701 at 
0940; Arr. (daUy); PF-702 at 1650. 
Calcutta-Cooch Behar: Dep. 
(2, 4, 6, 7): PF-707 at 0610; Arr. 
(2, 4. 6, 7); PF-708 at 0910. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Jorbat- 
Lllabarl-Dibrugarh; Dep. (1, 
3. 5. 7); PF-709/735 at 0815: Arr. 
(1. 3, 5. 7): PF-710/736 at 1725. 
Calcutta-Imphal-DImapur: 
Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-727 at 1115; 
Arr. (2. 4. 6): PF-728 at 1745. 
Calctttta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallashar-Agartaia-Calcutta: 
Dep. (2, 4. 6): PF-729 at 0550; 
Arr. (2. 4, 6): PF-730 at 1040. 
Calcutta-Jamshcdpur: Dep. 
(1, 3, 5): PF-717 at 0600: An. (1, 
3. 5): PF-718 at 0800. 
Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (1, 3, 
5. 7): PF-729A at 0550; Arr. (1, 3, 
5. 7) PF-730A at 0830, 
Calcutta-Alzawl-Silchar: Dep. 
'daily): PF-705 at 1120; Air. (dai- 
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ly) FF 706 ai 1615 
Calcutta'RourkcU-Ranchi: 

Uep (1 3, 5) PF-715 at 0600 
Arr (1 J, 5) PF 716 at 1025 

Caiculta-Guwahati-Lilabari- 


Ziro-Daparizo: Dep (2 4 6) 
PF 721 at 0930. Arr (2. 4. b) 
PF-722 at 1805 

Calcotta-Guwahati- 

DIbrugarh'Passighat'Along: 


Dep (1 3 5) PF-723 at 1045. 
Arr (1. 3. 5) PF-724 at 1950 

Calcutta-Jamahedpur-Patna: 

Dep (2. 4. 6) PF-725 at 0550. 


Arr (2. 4. 6) PF.726 at 1040 

Caiculla-Dhanbad'Caya- 

Patoa-DhaBbad-Calcutta: 

Dep (1. 3. 5) PF.737 at 0600. 
Arr (1. 3. 5) PF.738 at 1100 


Triiins 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Time 


Time 

Dn 

2311 

19 00 

Osin Kama Mail 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

1920 

Amritsar Mail 

8 05 

3006 

3003 

20 00 

Bombay Mail via Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9 15 

Air Cond (New Oalhl) Ex¬ 
press via Gaya Varanasi 

Dep Tues Thurs & Sal 

Am -Wed Fri S Sun 

18 00 

2382 

2303 

9 15 

Air Cond (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Patna 

Oep Mon Wed Fn & Sun 
Am Mon Tues Thors A 
Sal 

18 00 

2304 

2301 

16 30 

Raidhani Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep Mon Tues Thurs Fn 
& Sun 

Am Tues Wed Thu's 
Sal & Sun 

11 00 

2302 

2373 

23 00 

Himgiri (Jammu-Tswi) Exp 

Tn Wkly 

Dep Tues Fn A Sal 

Am Tues Wed A Sal 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex 
press 

Oop Mon A Thurs 

Arn Thurs A Moi) 

1 15 

2540 

3009 

20 05 

Doon Express via Grand 

Chord 

20 

1010 

3007 

9 45 

Toofan Express via Main Una 

13 15 

30P8 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Express 

15 15 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

20-65 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

530 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

Mlthila Express 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

6 00 

Kanchsniunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Guwahall) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21 25 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10 30 

3030 

3035 

16 20 

Asansol Express 

8 45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Oanapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23 00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep Wednesday 

Arn —Fridav 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22 05 

Jamalpur Tn-wkly Express 

Dep -Tues Thurs A Sat 

Arn — Mon Thurs A bal 

6 00 

3072 

3015 

9 55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15 25 

Chambsl (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^ast Express 

Dep —Thurs Sal A Sun 

Arn—Tues Wed A Thurs 

7 30 

2160 

1171 

15 25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep Tues A Wed 

Am Sal A Son 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15 25 

Shaktipunj (Chopan) 

Dep A Arr Mon A Fn 

’ 30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Exprcae 

Dap A Arn —Sunday 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19 00 

Oar)aallng Mall 

8 45 

3144 

3153 

21 40 

Oour Express 

Jammu tawl Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11 20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20 45 

Mughal Sara! Express v>a 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

BhagirathI (Lalgola) Express 

10 25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhsprs Express Tn-weekly 
Dep A Arn —Wed Fn A Sun 

4 30 

5186 


Dapartuta SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

TVna 

Homrmh 

Tima 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

EXPRESS 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Qilan|all (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 

0034 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Express 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madraa) Express 

11 30 

2842 

2611 

22 35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep —Tues 

Arn -Sun 

13 45 

2612 

8013 

17 30 

Tala Steel Express 

10 20 

8014 

soil 

6-10 

lapal Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Ssmbalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Halls Exprtss 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22 15 

Purl Express 

530 

8006 

8409 

19 20 

Jagannsth (Pun) Express 

7 45 

8410 

2621 

5-55 

Dhsuli (Bhubaneswar) Express 

21 20 

2822 

8079 

23 15 

Tirupati Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11 30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14 45 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulia Eaprass 

Dep — Encepl Saturday 

Am Exuepl Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahati Howrah 
Trivandrum Central Express 

Monday on'y 

22 15 



14 10 

Trivandrum Central Howrah 
Guwahati Exprsss 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 to 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Guwahati Weekly Express 
(vis Visakhapatnam A 
Howrah) 

Thursday Oily 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22 35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weakly Express 
(via Howrah A Visakha 
patnam) 

Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22 35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superlasi Express 
(vie Visakhapatnam A 
Madras) 

Dep — Fn A Sun 

Am Tues A Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahati-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Werjnesday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Bangalore City Guwahati 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday cniy 

13 45 

26/3 

2610 

22 35 

PatiM-Cochln Harbour Ter 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 


— 

14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13 45 

2609 


Patna Waakly Eaprasa (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

CMQUIMES Per round the clock informatien of Eaatom 
RaHwray trains, plaaao dial 203ME-B4 for In-comlng trains; 
203B3B-44 for all other Infermations tar Information 
about raasrvatlona on Eaatom and Sputh Eastern Railways 
trains, dial 203BOO (from 9 am to B pm on wsokdays and B 
am to 2 pm on Bundays and gststtsd holidays) 
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RAVEL-LOG* On* of tour strands of unraveled yarn leads to the 
source, at X Which person Is holding that strand? 


a SAY WHAT* Use punctuation and or ingenuity to see 
that sentences make sense t It was and I said not but 
2 You can can can can you not 

, }Ou floA ueo u»3 no\ g tnq tou pte*^ i put? sbm h t 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least sm ditler- 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you Imd them? Check answers with those below 
iSHSuis SI ull>s s pBusdo SI urns S pa^oui si 
UIJV r euissnuSitS'SurHis C >S|tuissiqnius Z Swssiuisidto I s*3u*jS||io 


iw I N 
2W I N _ 

3W I N _ _ 

4W I N_ 

5 W I N_ 

6W IN_ 

7\V IN_ 


WlN-WORO CHALLENGE 
Have you a winning way with 
words? Let's see Definitions are 
givsn below lor worxts that begin 
with WIN, each word on* letter lorv 
M than the one beoira It Can you 
fill Wanks appropriately? 

1. Take the maiMss (WIN- 
alresdy In place) 

2 Eye bNnIi 

3. Load mover 

4. Non-battsry>toy 

8. n* apple. 

• WHd party. 

7. Wisconsin lake. 

Timelimit 2 min No lair peeking 
below 

oSsqsuuiM i SusAsm S CMWm 
s dnpuuw f VMM C WIM Z WM I 


• SUM HAND) ExtMd a 
hand holdins the eolne 
•hown in the drawing be* 
low. Ask a friend to taH you 
whether you are holding 
an odd or oven amount. 
Either answer la right, or 
wrong—taka your choiee. 
The amount is 'odd' if you 
count the number of coins; 
It to 'even' If you eloct to 
add the coin values. 




FLYING COLORS' Color me fast I must be o i my way, say* the 
butterfly above Code 1—Red 2—LI blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt. brown 
5—Flesh tones 6-Lt green 7—Ok brown S-PurpI* g —Ok green. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points lor using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complel* words 

INFERNAL 


THEN score 1 pcintt each tor all 
words ol four letfcrs or more 
found among the leffers 

Try I* seer* at least M peintt. 

uwi tl*N uMiSauv wqiiiod 



































**jluestion Which IS the 
V only state in India to 
have a pigeon postal ser¬ 
vice? Ans Orissa'" This 
question and answer come 
from Jayanta Seal, Calcutta 
17 

Pigeons can be used to 
carry messages because of 
their speed and remarkable 
ability to find their way home 
when set free a long dis¬ 
tance away They are still 
used in many countries, 
such as China, where their 
use has been known for cen 
tunes, and till recently in 
Japan, where lines of com¬ 
munication by land may be 
' broken by earthquakes 
many newspapers in Japan 
used to have their own pi¬ 
geon services, and so did 
some in the United States 
The use of pigeons to car¬ 
ry messages probably oates 
back to the ancient civilisa¬ 
tions of Assyna, Persia and 
Egypt It IS certain that the 
ancient Greeks released pi- 

? eons at the opening of the 
Hympic Games with mes¬ 
sages that peace must be 
maintained during the 
Games For this reason pi¬ 
geons have always played a 
part in the revived Olympic 
Games The Greeks also 
sent the names of the Olym¬ 
pic victors to their cities by 
pigeon post 
Julius Caesar used pi¬ 
geons in his conquest of 
Gaul, and according to Pliny 
the Elder the Roman natur¬ 
alist the general Brutus 
used pigeon messages at 
the siege of Modena (43 
BC) Since then they have 
been used in many sieges, 
among them the siege of 
Leyden (1574) in the Dutch 
War of Independence 
against the Spaniards Dur¬ 
ing the siege of Pans (1870- 
1) in the Franco-Prussian 
War. pigeons played a very 
important part, none had 
been sent out of the city 
before the siege began, so 
they were flown out by bal¬ 
loon During the four months 
of this siege, l 5 lakh official 
letters and 10 lakh private 
ones were sent by pigeon 
post into Pans The mes¬ 
sages were first written, and 



11th OuoBtlon: What does the express¬ 
ion "locked up” mean In banking? (Vikas 
Singh, C/20, Sector-18, Rourkela 769 
003) 

An»: It Is a protection for the employee 
concerned. The teller Is placed In a small 
closed office along with his cash box and a calculator 
and told to balance all transactions for the day. 



then photograpRbd on a thin 
film about 1 25 inches by 2 
inches Each film could then 


contain 2,500 dispatches of 
20 words each The films 
were rolled up and pushed 


QUESTIONS 


1 Who IS a Coquette'^ 

(S R Sundar, Calcutta 29) 

2. What IS an idiot sheet'’ 
(Anand Mundra, Siliguri 5) 

3. Artur Antunes de 
Coimbra plays soccer 
under what name'’ (Ismat 
Afrin BurdwanSI) 

4 Who described Indira 
Gandhi in 1980 after her 
triumph You are the 
greatest’'’ 

5. With relation to insects 
what IS Trophallaxis'’ (Amit 
Mathur Sindri22) 

6. Which Canadian city is 
nicknamed Hogtown'’ 
(Anjanava Datta Calcutta 
31) 

7 Who IS the first person 
to address the UN Assem¬ 
bly with a gun in his belt'’ 
(Jitendra Kr Biswal Bar- 
garh 28) 

8 In political terminology, 
who IS a stalking horse"’ 
(Suman Paul Howrah 1) 

9. Name the twin sisters 
who won the women s 
doubles title twice at the 
World Table Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship (Mohan Kr 
Agrawal Bargarh 28) 

10. During the centenary 
celebrations of the Statue 
of Liberty, 86 New Yorkers 
were given the Liberty 


Award Who were the two 
Indians to figure in the list? 
(Subrata Haidar, Tribeni 3) 


ANSWERS 


iswew 

uiqnz puB Biqe^ pOA '01. 
AjaAipedsej ‘uopuon 
pue euuaiA le pue 
1961 ui (puB|6u3) OMoy 
pui|BSoy pue bubiq 'S 
uoiiisoddo eq) 
epiAip o) JO eoioqo lenpB 
eqi leeouoo oi Aiuejod 
-Luai peouBApB si Aoepip 
-ueo ssoq/iA uosjed y 'g 

leiejy jessex 
•juepisejd old SMi 'L 

01 U 0 J 01 ‘9 

ujeqi Aq pepjoes ping e 
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I into a goosequill, which was 
I fastened by a thin wire pr sill 
thread to one of the pigeon’s 
tail feathers One pigeon car 
ried as many as 18 films in 
this way 

The initial success of Reu¬ 
ter s the famous news agen¬ 
cy, was based on an efficient 
pigeon service Many for¬ 
tunes were made on the 
Stock Exchange when pi¬ 
geons were first used to 
bring news from France, the 
pigeons arrived in London by 
mid-day but the Pans mail 
did not come in until mid¬ 
night The great wealth of the 
Rothschild family is said to 
have been much increased 
because early news of the 
result of the Battle of Water¬ 
loo was brought to them by 
pigeon post 

Until the coming of the 
eleqtric telegraph, newspap¬ 
ers had their own pigeon 
service, and results of horse 
races and prize fights were 
regularly brought by this 
means Till not long ago 
some newspapers used pi¬ 
geons to send results from 
crowded football grounds 
Carrier pigeons are not used 
now, message carrying 
being done by the pedigree 
racing pigeon 

In the First World War. 
pigeons were used a great 
deal by the Navy, Army and 
Air Force Indeed, the rule 
was laid down that all 
machines reconnoitring over 
the sea must carry pigeons, 
few aircrafts were then 
equipped with radio They 
were not so much needed in 
the Second World War, 
since the use of radro com¬ 
munications had grown, but 
even then British fanciers 
gave nearly two lakh pigeons 
to the Services, and they 
were carried in aircraft so 
that they could be released if 
the radio transmitter was 
damaged 

They were much used for 
secret messages A number 
were dropped by parachute. 
into occupied Europe, and 
‘partlsarll’ or members of 
resistance movements in the 
occupied countries sent 
messages to the Allies by 
means of thsm 











































VERONICA. WHV PON T '/(X) 

HAVE A POOL PARTV ANP INVITE 
ALL VOUR PRIENPS ? 



( INVITE archie j 

v TOO' y 


/MR LOOSE TOOK VERONICA 
INTO THE NEXT ROO/M TO 
TALK TO HER IN 
PRtVATE ' 




I WISH I \ 
KNEW WHAT' 
THEY'RE 

talking y 
^POUT' y 
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HEY IT WORKS ' IT SOUNPS 
like HE S IN THE 5A/ME ROOM' 
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IM RSOMT OF ewiLiXiK'S EXPSPl/rtEMTAL 
SHIP the OUBEN ILEEME_ 


' i/AyyaiJE beimg face to face 
with a fire pi re opro a 

GOOD SIZED OWE'5 BIGGER 
TVfAW A WIMD BMDER ' 

_jW 



MV WETS ARE READ/ 

THE PIKE'S CtOSIWG IW 
MV DESTRUCnOM ITS DHL/ 
THOUGHT AND 
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ADAM FOUND 7WE 
EMERGENCY ENTRANCE 
BUTTON JUST IN CASE 

you EVER need to 

SET INSIDE FAST ' / 


SPBARING OF 
EMERGENCIES 


ORKO, YOU' RE 
CX)MlMG WITVI 



BUT ADAM' 
what about 
/ yooR vacation ^ 
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He looked out of step for some time, but Kapil Dev is the last one to sit on his 
backside and let th e world talk. Qurnm with'the get-up-and-go blasted the 
Queen's English out of shape when heTut a record four successive sbcers m the 
first Test against them. What a sight for the Lord's it must have been; hai koi 
jawab Kapil da? Photograph by NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 



















CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THl 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE I 


The discerning eye can see beyond the the anonymous artiste in league with will put the Indian High Speed Steel 
obvious. Far beyond the intricate form the blaclosmith. It was that forgotten on par with the Rnest available in the 
of this Diiwara Temple situated on the furnace which forged steel tools and wo^ POWMEX product mis 
extensive pateau of Mount Abu in the implements, however crude and includes both Tungsten and 
Aravalli mountains of Rajasthan. Of archaic Thus, the backbone of such Molybdenum Hi^ Speed Steels of 
white marble, the interior is lavish in sweeping creativity was, as always, various sections in rounds, flats and 
sculpture and architectural technology. In a wmd, steel forgiiig squares, and are indispensable for 

decoration. Columns, ceilings, porticos And centuries of steel forgiiig in India making drills, reamers, dies, forming 
and cells, display marble figures based is today reaching a technological tools, punches, speriai bearing etc 
on geometrical mandate with super- zenith with POWMEX STEELS. The tools made out of Super Hi^ 
imposed planes and concentric nngs Speed Steels will bruig about a 

in the form of a star In each cell is a POWMEX is emerging as Asia's first seachange in their durability and 
polished stone idol representing a plant to produce High ^leed Steel and quality turning out better components, 
tirthankara or |ain sainL Super High Speed Steels through 

Powder Capsiile Forging Technology. POWMEX reduces imports and saves 
Centunes have rolled by. Monuments, precious Foreign exchange to uphold 

great and small, have r ome to adorn POWMEX, in collaboration with the the country's ideal of self-reliance and 
our tend. The men who made Ihese world leader BOHLER of AUSTRIA is growth 
aesthetic masterpin es possible were setting up a Rs. 700 millioo high tech 

plant near Tittegarh in Orissa. This 

POWMKX - Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 





Powmex Steels Limited 

tANASSLSTEDl'VrrOHPR(H) 
AdniDKtralive UfTtv • 2 621 A. Road W 111 
Hanfan Hills, Hjrdrrabad 500 034 
Rqidind Office Tarli, Bolinipr Oist Oruiha 
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we reach one summit, 
we strive 
for the next. 
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Century India’s largest exporter of cotton 
textiles Now also a leading producer of cement 
From a modest beginning in 1975, Century 
has blossomed into India’s largest exporter of 
cotton textiles Earning more than Rs 100 crore in 
hard cunency in the year 1989-90 

Over the years Century diversified into rayon 
yam, tyrecord, minerals & chemicals, cement, pulp 
& paper and shipping In all these areas the 
Company has made its mark 

In cement, the Company has achieved 
remarkable success in a short time Cement 
manufactured at its most modern plants, 
CENTURY CEMENT. MAIHAR CEMENT. 
MANDCGARH CEMENT is now being marketed in 
almost all parts of the country 

Century is now exploring new avenues to 
create more productive assets for the country, and 
more opportunities for our people to better the 
'quality of their lives. 


TmUm and IndnciiiM Lmited 
Bturan. Dr Auiie Beswit Road Worh, Bombay 400 025 
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The cover story, ‘What the 
Stones ForeteD’ Ouly 22) 
was a waste of pages It 
only encouraged the idea 
that the predictions made 
by the astrologers were 
mostly true But most 
often innocent people are 
duped by the numerous 
frauds masquerading as 
astrologers and palmists 
whose predictions only 
cause psychological stress 
Some of theu- predictions 
come true accidentally and 
people start beheving in 
them 

Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

■ The box item, ‘Star Con¬ 
nections’, contained an 
error According to the 
shastras, to properly prop¬ 
itiate the planets, the Sun 
needs a ruby, the Moon a 
pearl, Mars a coral, Mer 
cury an emerald, Jupiter a 
yellow lapphire, Venus a 
diamond Saturn a blue sap 
plure, Rahu a gomed (gar 
net) and Ketu a cat’s eye 

Equally effecbve and in 
finitely cheaper subsbtutes 
suggested by the same 
sages are various roots, 
metals (such as iron, silver 
copper) conch shells and 
counes The reason why 
astrologers attached to 
famous jeweDers promote 
only costly stones is ob 
vious They, too, get free 
publicity in expensive 
advertisements put m by 
the jewellers Each gams 
from the other and the 
drownmg man (the custom¬ 
er) snatches at a straw, and 
wears a stone 
Debu Paul, 

Calcutta 

■ It IS wellknowH that 
many of the ministers at 
the Centre and in the 
states regularly seek 
advice from paid astrolo¬ 
gers If this be the condi¬ 
tion of the leaders, is it any 
wonder that ordinary peo 
pie easily become a prey to 


these soothsayers and 
godmeti? 

Saajoy Kumar 
Mukherji, 

Calcutta 


The two World Cups issues 
(June 3 and July 8) were 
well compiled and were a 
real pleasure to go 
throu^ If only you had 
given us photographs of 
other notable performers 
like Stojkovic, Gascoigne, 


match ID playing time. 
Manlsh Kju* Ray, 

Asansol 

I am m total agreement 
with the letters published 
on Steffi Grafs Candid 
Camera picture (June 24) 
but Siddharth Sharma’s let- 
ter,>(July 15) was smgularly 
illogical 

For one thmg, he does 
not seem to know what 
“nude” IS, and secondly, to 
say that posing for a photo 



In Rome 

Donadoni, Alemao, Valder 
amma, Hagi and 
Goycochea and the full 
teams of Italy and Ger¬ 
many 

It was, however, mcor- 
rect to say that Morocco 
lost m 1986 to West (ier- 
many m a penalty shootout 
as stated by Chima Okene 
(‘Black Cats’, July 8) 
Actually, Matthaeus had 
scored the only goal of the 


graph has affected her 
game is absolute rot Many 
sports personalities t ave 
been involved in extra¬ 
sport activities and their 
game has remained excel¬ 
lent 

Mr Sharma has been 
offensive m his remarks to 
Graf, her fans and to the 
Colour Magazme 

Radha Rani Bose, 

Calcutta 
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E ven as this is being written, two 
more women have been condemned 
to death in Calcutta. Nut by a court 
of law, but by a virus the world has no cure 
for. The women are now carrying the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus, or HIV. 
AIDS, the deadliest plague of this century, 
has struck again. 

As we go to press, the official AIDS toll in 
the city stands at 15 (two more than what 
the cover, which was released earlier, 
states)—and rising with growing frequen¬ 
cy. But the actual number, doctors admit, 
is many times more. "This is just the tip of 
what could be a huge iceberg", says one, 
privately. ‘There could be any number of 
undetected AIDS carriers who are spread¬ 
ing the virus unwittingly and without 
check.” 

The reason why the medical establish- 
ment is so totally in the 
dark is the West Bengal government's 
complete ostnch-like attitude to the grow¬ 
ing threat—even the very first step, of 
screening potential carriers, has not been 
taken. “We are sitting on a ticking time 
bomb which could explode if nothing is 
done,” says the same doctor. Dr K.N. 
Jalan, chief coordinator of the Kothari 
Research Centre, is even willing to be on 
record when he says the city could face a 
“holocaust”. 

The three doctors most closely 'associ¬ 
ated with the government’s AIDS prog¬ 
ramme—such as it is —are Drs S.B. 
Dutta, director of the Central Blood Bank, 
Sukumar Mukhenee, head of the depart¬ 
ment of medicine at Calcutta Medical 
College, and Manish Chakraborty, head of 
virology. School of Tropical Medicine. 
They admit they are "not prepared" for an 
outbreak of the virus, such as the one in 
Manipur and Nagaland. 

Most frightening of all is the fact that 
Calcutta is the ideal breeding ground for 
the virus, which spreads through blood 
and blood products as well as human body 
fluids like semen, saliva and possibly even 
tears. Consider the factors working in 
favour of the killer virus; 

• The city has the largest high-nsk 
population in the country; About one lakh 
haemophiliacs—more than anywhere 
else—who need frequent blood transfu¬ 
sion; 90,0(J0-odd prostitutes, second only 
to Bombay; and an unknown number of 
gays; 

• Its port is an entry point for shippies, 
who are high of the list of potential AIDS 
virus-carriers; 

• Heavy traffic from the north east, which 
has a huge number of mainliners or 
intravenous drug addicts (who shoot he¬ 
roin into their blood, often sharing the 
same syringe and needle with others). 
Manipur and Nagaland have, as a result, 
recently witnessed an alarming rise in the 
number of AIDS cases. 


• Almost all the detections were 
accidental and not due to any concerted 
AIDS programme in the state. Some of the 
detected victims have even vanished. 

ut tne lour foreign students who were 
found to have AIDS, three were from 
Africa. All four have been deported but 
before leaving are certain to have passed 
on the virus. In the ab.sence of any rules 
stipulating that all foreigners coming to 
India and the city should carry an AIDS- 
ffee certificate, the chances of the disease 
being imported will remain strong. Same 
with Calcuttans returning from abroad, or 
other cities like Bombay. The marine 
engineer (mentioned earlier), on return 
from Africa, was found to have not only 
the virus, but full-blown symptoms of 
AIDS. The carpenter, who had gone to 
Bombay for a holiday, returned with the 
vuus. He has now developed pathological 
signs of the incurable disease and is being 
treated at a city hospital. 



The official AIDS toll is a 


joke, except that it's not 
funny. Even as the 

_ authorities delude 

themselves, the killer 

_di sease is silently 

spreading its tentacles 
across the city. Amit Ukil 
and Monimoy Dasgupta" 
investigate 



In Manipur and Nagaland new AIDS 
cases are being detected almost everyday. 
About 90 per cent are drug addicts. For 
Calcutta, this can be a major problem. 
Quite a good number of these addicts 
come to the city seeking treatment and 
rehabilitation, besides break-journeving 
here. .No rehabilitation centre has so far 
reported such a case, but then, no serious 
screening has yet been done. 

Tikli Bai, a prostitute from the Watgurije 
area, was the first person in 
Calcutta found infected by the deadly 
virus. Her detection was the result of an 
incidental survey by the National Institute 
of Cholera and Enteric Diseases. Since 
then, 14 more cases have come to light— 
two prostitutes, five haemophiliacs, four 
foreign students, one engineer with a 
shipping company, one carpenter and one 
other person (profession unknown). The 
carpenter is now a full-blown case, follow¬ 
ing his exposure to 8U prostitutes (by his 
own admission), while the engineer has 


already succumbed to the disease. For the 
rest, it is now only a matter of time. 

Tikli Bai fled the city after a hue and 
cry, but is now believed by the police to 
have returned under a different identity. 
There is no clue as to the whereabouts of 
the other two prostitutes either, for their 
infections were detected from bliKid sam¬ 
ples collected by a medical college in 
Calcutta under fictitious names and 
addresses. 

Prostitutes by having sex with a large 
number of unidentified people, both Indian 
as well as foreigners, run the highest nsk 
of catching and transmitting the disease. 
Doctors believe that Tikli Bai, or whatever 
she calls herself now, and the two other 
prostitutes have by now spread the virus 
to 10, 20 or possibly even a KM) new 
clients who must have in turn passed it on 
to others. 

Unlike in the other three metropolitan 
cities, the detection of HIV positive per¬ 
sons has been the result of uicidental 
activity. There has been no attempt by the 
state government to carry out surveys, let 
alone screening, of the high-nsk groups 
even though they are the same and as 
potentially dangerous as those in Bombay, 
Delhi and Madras. There is no proper data 
on which the authonties in Calcutta can act 
upon, whereas the corporations of the 
three other cities have not only collected 
vital information but also swung into ac¬ 
tion. 

In Bombay, an alarming 53 per cent of 
the prostitutes screened have been found 
seropositive. An earlier surveillance prog¬ 
ramme of the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) had revealed that one in 
10 prostitutes in Bombay harboured the 
AIDS virus. The city is said to have about 
one lakh prostitutes, who on an average 
are reported to cater to seven clients a 
night. So, 70. (MM) men run the nsk of 
infection every night.Many of these males 
could bo marned and Could go home and 
infect their wives...the possibilities are 
immense and verv scary. 

With so many prostitutes found to be 
carriers of the virus, the Bombay adminis¬ 
tration decided to send those from outside 
the state home; a group of 850 returned to 
Tamil Nadu and when their blood was 
screened in Madras. 75 per cent were 
found to have been infected. The news 
made other states refuse to take back 
theu- girls. The Bombay corporation, with 
the help of social organisations, started 
education and awareness programmes for 
prostitutes and the public, telling them of 
the fatality of AIDS and how easily the 
virus could spread if no precautions were 
taken. A slogan on the walls of red light 
areas reads: "Bephikarghumon km bhi gab 
mein, lekin Nirodh rakhon apni jhob mem 
(Keep Nirodh for safety and roam any lane 
without fear).". 

Fared with such a surveillance and 





The redllght areas are an ideal breeding ground for the sexualiy 
transmitted virus ; and (inset) TIkll Bai, the city’s first AIDS victim 


pubbcity drive, a large number of prosti¬ 
tutes are feared to have shifted from 
Bombay to places like Calcutta, where 
there is no check on them. 

in the silence of the night, the threat 
grows, 'n May 1986, when Tikli Bai was 
detected, she was the only one found 
seropositive in a sample batch of 359 
Watgunje prostitutes, suggesting that only 
0.3 per cent were infected. A similar 
survey at the same time in Bombay 
indicated exactly the same level of infec¬ 
tion. But after four years, surveys and 
screenings have shown that over .50 per 
cent of Bombay’s prostitutes are AIDS 
virus carriers. Most doctors believe that in 
Calcutta, too. instead o( the one, untrace- 
able Tikli Bai, there could be hundreds of 
women who are carrying the world's 
deadliest virus. 

A visit to the red light area m Ekbal- 
pore, considered a highly-prone area be¬ 
cause of its proximity to the Calcutta port, 
revealed a high state of ignorance and 


indifference. Of an average of 20 prosti¬ 
tutes met in four houses, only two or 
three from each knew about AIDS. They 
knew that it was a disease transmitted 
sexually like gonorrhoea and syphilis. 
They were unaware that blood samples 
were taken for AIDS testing. But those 
who did know said they wo^d resist any 
attempt to sample their blood for the 
virus. They realise that AIDS does not 
have a cure, and even if the government 
or a social organisation took up their 
treatment, it would be useless. “In the 
absence of any rehabilitation, why should 
we give up our profession? Who will feed 
our children?” Most prostitutes insist that 
their clients wear condoms, but they do it 
to prevent STD. not the AIDS virus, 
“When some customers insist on not using 
protection, we just jack up our rates.” 
That extra money could cover treatment 
of STD, but once afflicted by AIDS, they 
pay with their lives. 

Homosexuals are another high-risk 


^fxie the AIDS vims— medicBQy 
Vyknown as the humw imminode^ 
dehcjr virus (HIV>— is detected bi a 
person, it is only a nutter of time, 
before he suffers a total breakdown ^ 
his onmone system and bectmtes aus-« 
ceptSfle to ^ kiiide of ailnwnts. And. 
because dien^ is no .defenpe me^ 
ism in his body, the pet^ diea (d 
ndnor sicknesses which a normal hu¬ 
man being woidd have been able to 
ward oS. 

To screen an indiiAdual for AIDS 
virus his serum has to be obtained. 
First, this is put through the Elisa test. 
If found HIV positive, the Western blot 
test is carrii^ out for confirmation. 

The cost of setting up the equipment 
for Elisa and Western Blot tests is 
approidmately Rs 80,(X)0 to Rs 1.5 lakh 
although a st^sticated set would cost 
between Rs 4 lakhs and Rs 10 lakhs, 
depending on the supplier and the 
m^e. In India, the equfonunt is siqp- 
^ed by INFAR India Limited, Anand 
Brothers, D.P. Dia^ostics, Ortho Di- 
agmistice, niarmacia and Ranbaxy Ih- 
agno^ics. 

A person who has tested positive for 
RIV is a carrier of the AIDS virus. He 
may not show any symptoms of the 
I acquired h^unodefii^ncy syntk'csne 
fora long time, up to even five years^ 
HIV has an incubation period of two to 
three years. However, the antibody is 
procfoced within a month or two and fe 
iised to identify the infection. An HIV- 
oifected person becomes a fon^ 
AIDS jutient when he reaches the 
‘ARC’ (All^related conqfiex) or 'fii^ 
blown’ stage. His immune system then 
starts breaking down dtfo to an in¬ 
crease in the number of abnonnal cefis. 
Owxirtuiusfic infect^! wIj^ wottid 
otiforwise' have been no more ttom a 
minOT irritaiit; a vfce-8ke flip Mi 
the patient. 

.Treatmeat: Sflue diti^ have beef#’ 
developed to treat AIDS, but aiy total 
< cure for the syndrome isiar oS. -Tbe 
^beat possible treatment in the sear 
future appears to nest Wflli a combM*: 
tkm of dr^s that actatdifietdnts^s 
of the diseased deyefoptoehL .a' lito-. 
cess ^hai bc^ 
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1 . tlwAioSvkiMbMktotlwoulBMotaoalandftNM 
whh It Th« pnMn ooat ol th« virut it atkacM toT 4 
rtoepttrmolacutotbundonsonN 
types o< human ctit. 
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3. TheunooaUngpioctM 

activatts the virus'rapreduCBvt 
mechanisms. Once acflvated, 
three Key processes occur: ( 

REPLICATION ' 

Through a process knoiwn as 
'reverse tnnscripllon', the ^ 

genetic intormatlon (RNA) V 

within the virus Is di^lcated J 
asONA. 

MTEQRATION 
The DMA integrates Into the 
DNA In the nucleus of the 
hoetosH. Usingthehost 
oel's own mechanisms, 
vM RNA Is reproduced. \ 

TRANSLATION ) 

The proteins and enzymes 
needed to oeate coats tor the 
new vimsas are produced. 

4. The new protein coats are 

assembled around the newdy 
produced RNA, creating 
compMe, new vimses. ^ 


5. New viruses Txid* off I ^ - 

from the oeL They may r\ O 

do thie slowly, leaving the ^ 

hoatcallntai^w 3 

with violem speed, causing C-yyc^ 

thahoatoaltoiuplure. 

aouncca-. MeMeBni«,aatnakAnti«wi(OotmnCVWidMIM>«n%. 


BkxkbMng 




The drug 
ATT does 
this 




3TEINOOAI 


buddhg 


i ot^; Pias- 

or-ramoving Ae |foid part 
,;i;tf . die blood'((dEsara by the 

lejttini UiE tdbod icw (b-tae 
,, The idftda coRfaUjii. Mfbttancbs which 
impi^ tbe irntmine. ii^T^^ The other 
'teiliQisbiiff^man^bningfOr, wherein 
; Jiaiatdi)^liionc>faii^^ ^t^'bn identical 
is (o die.Alw patient to 
bw him geimte .hiw hi^ ceils, 
dds prafted-wsie-mAm 


may in wm be infected by the AIDS 
vims. Despite all this, if a doctor is 
asked. "Is there any treatment for 
AID^" hts answer is a simple "no." 


Ooatrolt Since AIDS is incurable, 
what measures are recmmnended for 
at least controlling it? The 
infected person should seek regular 


medical assessment, counselling and 
follow-up. and be alert to the features 
of AH^. The answer also lies in educa¬ 
tion and counsell¬ 
ing of the puUk, health-care workers 
and high risk groups; avoiding seioial 
contacts with suspects and l^-risk 
groups of AIDS; avoiding mdti^ sex 
partners; use of disposable needles 
mainly by intravenous drug users and 
professk^ blood donors; high-risk 
groups and their sexual contacts should 
not donate blood, semen or oigons; 
blood donors to be provided informa¬ 
tion on AIDS infect^ persons shouki . 
avoid indtiistc IdsiWig aiad ocri sex; 
acieenlhg'dfii 

dohors . 

agf foimation cd cooHbts^ 
monitor and keep il^dtf hurveH- 
ance and to axuiiliiiate refeieth. Ah», 
a person who has tested HIV positive 
should convince . his/her contacts to 
undergo Elisa test. 

Some common questions on 
how AIDS spreads: 

• Is there evidence to show that 
AIDS can be transferred through 
saliva? 

AIDS vims has been isolated in the 
saliva of patients and their contacts. 

• How contagious then is infected 
saliva? 

So far, there is no statistical or 
positive proof that people have been 
infected via the saliva. 

• iWiaf about kissing? 

Very unlikely with dry kissing. 
However, infection through intimate 
kissing cannot be mied out, but these 
cases must be rare. 

• Through coughing or sneezing or 
ordinary conversation. 

No proof. 

• Through drinking from a common 
cup, as in pubs and religious cere¬ 
monies. or through communal eating. 

Not likely. 

• Through being in the same room 
or shaking hands. 

No proof. 

• Through gcdd&ital contamination 
of food with the faeces or mine of 
AIDS sufferers who may work as 
cooks in restaunnts. 

Not possible. 

» Through sharing of toilet seats.. 

No proof. 

• Through the swimming pooL 

No proof. 

In short, one cannot contact AIDS 
through casual contact. The vims can¬ 
not spread through air. 






KToup. I houKh the Kay culture is n it f 
rampKint in Calcutta, the number of profes-1 
sional homosexuals m the city (who are | 
often seen in the Maidan) is on the rise. A “ 
homosexual may contract the virus from I' 
one of his IHV positive partners and pass s 
It on to others. J 

Most Kays who have reported to diffe¬ 
rent hospitals in the tity, mainly for 
• treatment of ruptures in the anal passaKe. 
have admitted to haviiiK multiple. Irequent 
and anonymous sex partners These cor¬ 
respondents met two such patients at a 
city hospital, of whom one is a profession¬ 
al. Both tiainied to have had several 
partners. 'The only difference was that the 
first had mostly anonymous sex partners, 
while the second knew each one in person. 
The professional said, "My natural attitude 
towards sex is like any other normal man. 
but I am compelled to be a homosexual for 
my livelihood." He knew of the hiKh risk of 
beinK m the business but said. "My family 
will starve if I quit." Asked if he would 
underKo screeniiiK for AIDS, he said, "I 
am scared of the consequences But what 
IS the use? If I have contracted the virus, 
my child and my wife have already Kot it by 
now. There is no treatment in any case. 
The moment I am detected as an AIDS 
patient, the police will put me in a ItKkup 
and my family will be social untouchables. 
There will be no end to their miseries.” 
'The other patient said he, t<Kj, was 
“scared” to under.Ko AIDS screeninK. He 
was aware that he could contract the 
disease throuKh the cuts in his anal pas¬ 
sage and said, "'That is precisely the 
reason why I am visiting the hospital." 
But. he added, "If I've got AIDS, I’ve got 
AIDS. It will automatically show up in my 
person. What is the use of getting it 
detected earlier and going through all sorts 
of anxiety.” 
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T he five haemophiliacs constitute the 
single largest group of infected 
persons in the city. They were all ob\ K)us- 
ly given AIDS-infected blwid. Hie fact that 
Calcutta has the heaviest ctincentration of 
haemophiliacs is worrying doctors in the 
city. Mostly comprising thalasaeniic and 
leukemia patients, these people mostly 
have to buy blood from private nursing 
homes which do not screen the blood they 
buy from professional donors for the HIV 
virus. Even it they ha\e the means the 
cost of testing a unit of bliKid collected for 
the AIDS virus would hike up their selling 
price sharplv. With a large number of 
professional donors, who are known to 
frequent red light areas, the chances of 
haemophiliac'" falling prey to the virus are 
quite high, unless -nil blcKid collected is 
compulsonh tested lor AIDS. 

The AIDS control committee of the 
Union health ministry has made it manda¬ 
tory to screen all blood collected for 
transfusion. The director of the Central 
Blood Hank m Calcutta. Dr S.B. Dutta, 
sa>s that since last Septemlier. all blood 
units collected there are being screened 
for the AIDS virus 
On an average, between 80 and 1(X) 
units of collected blood are tested daily for 
the HIV virus. The blood bank has to send 
all the units to the School of Tropical 
Medicine, where an Elisa Reader machine 
tests the blood for the vuiis. Thcie is a 
backlog if a major blood camp is held, 
when up to 500 units can be collected on 
a single day. Besides blood from the CBB, 
there are other samples that requu-e 
testing, and there is only one Elisa Reader 
machine regularly working for all govern¬ 
ment medical establishments of the state. 

Shockingly, the state government has 
five other Elisa Reader machines lying idle 
in the care of STM since May 1989, even 
though personnel have been trained in 
their use. The machines, each costing Rs 
1.5 lakhs, were given to the state govern¬ 
ment by ICMR in May 1989 and were 
meant for the four medical colleges in the 
city. 

As a result, the public is often compelled 
to buy blood from nursing homes at high 
rates. Blood banks attached to well- 
established nursing homes that have Elisa 
testing facilities charge up to Rs 350 per 
unit of blood. In a life and death matter, a 
person who knows of the consequences of 
AIDS, will have to buy blood at that pricer 

But sometimes, he cannot even if he 
wants to. Blood available at the banks of 
posh nursing homes are usually kept for 
their own patients. 

For those who cannot afford to buy 
blood at Rs 350 per unit and are turned 
iway by the CBB, which always feces a 
ihottage, the only option is the small 



are lying unutilised 


banks which have 

mushroomed in the citv. The average 
price of blood here is anvwhere between 
Rs 150 to Rs 160 per unit Uoing by the 
costs involved (even assuming overhead 
costs .It the minimum) it is not possible for 
blood banks in lanes and bylanes to ensure 
that they are selling virus-free blood. The 
cost of screening for HIV virus is Rs 40; 
packing, storage, preservation chemicals 
and transfusion set Rs 34; test for syphilis 
and gonorrhoea Rs 3; grouping Rs 5; RH 
factor Rs 5; test for hepatitis Rs 10; and 
another Rs 40 to Rs 50 for the professional 
donor: all this takes the total cost, includ¬ 
ing other overhead and miscellaneous 
costs to more than Rs 150, leaving almost 
a zero profit margin. Therefore, the small 
blood banks have no other option but to 
sell blixid without screening for HIV. 

Dr K.N. Jalan, chief cooidinatoi, 
Kothan Research Centre, who has under - 
taken a study of professional blood donois 
in Calcutta, has found that only 10 per cent 
of them have gcixi bicxxi to sell. He 
strongly feels that the government should 
make the screening of all professional 
donors mandatory. In a developing coun¬ 
try, where people are more susceptible to 
disease, the HIV virus can be lethal. It 
breaks down the defence mechanism of 
the bexiy. making it easy for opportunistic 
infections to take hold. In Calcutta, where 
almost 50 per cent of the population 
already suffers from one chronic ailment or 
the other (amoebiosis, tuberculosis, etc), 
an AIDS infection would not only mean 
certain death, but a death far more rapid 
than anywhere else. “It would be like a 
nuclear holocaust.” Dr Jalan said of an HIV 


viral outbreak in the city. "And everyone 
would be caught offguard." 

Doctors pnvately admit that proper 
screening of high risk groups could reveal 
any number of AIDS infections. "E'er all 
we know, we may be m a situation like 
Manipur—or even worse --where, in a 
penod of six months. 678 confirmed HIV 
positive persons were delected from 
scratch. At least there, screemng of high- 
nsk groups started on a regular basis from 
1987." 

Dr Chakraborty claims that paucity of 
funds have made it difficult to start screen¬ 
ing of high-risk groups m "right earnest”. 
Only a "sentinel surveillance” programme 
has so far been possible with spot checks 
being made at the blood banks of govern¬ 
ment hospitals. But the fact remains that 
random sampling of blood units is of no 
value. If the unit selected as a sample is 
virus-free, there is no guarantee that the 
unit next to it isn’t uifected. And while Rs 
6.5 lakhs and five Elisa Reader machines, 
@ven by the Centre for AIDS surveillance 
in the state, lie unutilised for over a year, 
small nursing homes, private blood banks 
and many government hospitals are not 
even paying lip service to the directive to 
screen ^ Mood units. 

The state government's seeming reluct¬ 
ance to cany out surveys (to gauge the 
extent to which the virus has spread) is 
just the beginning of a tale of indifference 
and apathy, which could prove very 
dangerous for the city. 

The state AIDS committee which was 
formed under the chairmanship of the chief 
secretary, Tarun Dutt quite sometime 
ago, has so far had only one full sitting. 
A^ording to the director of health ser- 



THE SILENT SCOURGE 

Global distribution of HIV infection and AIDS cases, as of 

May 1,1990 


Contlnwit 

Africa 

Americas 

Asia' 

Europe 

Oceania 


HIV(AID8 virus) 
Infection 

3,500.000 

2,500,000 

150,000 

50,000 

30,000 

6,600,000 


63,842 

153,720 


33,896 


254,078 


AIDS eases 
estimated 

375,000 

250.000 


45,200 


650.000 


The first HIV seropositive persons, or 
I AIDS virus carriers, in India were de¬ 
tected at the Christian Medical College 
: Vellbre (a group of prostitutes from Mad¬ 
ras) in April 19%. The discovery sounded 
alarm bells in medical circtes nationwide 
and in some quarters of government But 
to the public in general the news was of 
no direct concern; how many of us visit 
brothels, one tlmught 
Subseouent events and findings, all 
positive indicators to the spread of the 
virus, healed in changing attitude, but not 
to die d^ired extent The first male 
victsn of HIV was detected at an STD 
dnic in Tamil Nadu; a blood donor, his 
wbCe and diild were found infected; the 
first fiiH-btown AIDS patient was identified 
.in Bombay; the first death from the 
(Dsease occurred in Bombay ( a blood 
transfusion patient in June l^)...The 
latest major development is the detection 
of a large number of seropositive persons 


in Manipur, most of whom are intravenous 
drug addicts. 

The number of reported carriers of the 
AIDS virus in India as of July 1990 was 
2900, of whom 48 were confirmed AIDS 
patients, as reported to WHO. In compari¬ 
son to the West, these figures may be low 
but considering the fact that screening 
programmes tlure are far more exhaus¬ 
tive and advanced, it cannot be said that 
India is less prone. Besides, on the basis 
of epidemiological studies, it has been 
concluded that for every case of AIDS, 
there could be between 25 to 100 HIV- 
infected persons. This implies that there 
may well be up to 44,800 persons infected 
with the AIDS virus in India, 50 per cent of 
udxxn could die of the disease within the 
next five years if there is no breakthrou^ 
in cure. Ilie potential threat posed by HIV 
infection and the urgent need for finding 
out which areas it has reached must be 
realised in order to clwck further spread. 


• 

vices. Dr AK. Dutta, the brunt of the 
p^’s wortt has fallen on the three spe¬ 
cialists—Dr S.B. Dutta who is respems^ 
for the screening of aO blood arid blood 
products received by government medical 
establishments; Dr Mukherjee for the 
treatment of AHIS patients, and Dr Chak- 
raborty for detection and surveillance. 

The state government is yet to set up a 
ward for in-patient treatment of full-blown 
AIDS cases. Such wards require special 
equ^ment, bamer nursing and tramed and 
motivated personnel. Hiere are plans to 
establish a two to four-bed ward at the 
Calcutta Medical CoUegeiend Hospital. 

The Centre had sanctioned Rs 10 lakhs 
for Its establishment early last year. 
According to sources at the CMCH, the 
ward, at the Ezra block of the hospital, 
could take another six months to com¬ 
plete. In the meantime, the only known 
AIDS patient m the aty or for that matter 
West Bengal, is being treated at the 
outpatient department of the hospital. 

Nor has the state government bothered 
to keep a ready stock of AZT, the anti¬ 
viral drug prescribed the world over for 
the treatment of AIDS patients. Since the 
drug has to be imported through the Cen¬ 
tre, this is bound to result in a crucial 
time-lag between order and supply. 

To cap it all, medical personnel are not 
yet in a state of mind to have anything to 
do with an AIDS patient. V^n die health 
minister, Prasanfe Sur, announced some 
time ago that a ward would be set up at 
CMCH, junior doctors vehemently pro¬ 
tested: “Why should the ward be m our 
hospital?" Informed circles say such con¬ 
cern stems largely from the doctors’ ovm 
“siqierficial knowledge" of the disease— 
AU^ is not in the MBBS curriculum. 

Hardly an encouraging sign for the 
thousands who might even now be in the 
grip of the silent scourge. 
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The concept of cremation is 
over a century old. The first 
legal cremation took place in 
England on March 26, 1885. In 
the middle of the 19th century, 
Sir Cecil Beadon built inciner¬ 
ators at some of the burning 
ghats in Calcutta. Soon Mad 
ras followed his example. In 
1867, Col Martin built a penta 
gon incinerator for Brahmins 
and other Hindu castes in 
Poona. The Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion commissioned the hrst 
double-chambered electric 
crematorium at Rani Ghat in 
the Mysore Gardens beside 
the KeoratoUa burning ghat m 
south Calcutta. 

Before all these, the gas 
crematorium at 2, ^ 

Crematorium Street ^ 

helped to dispose of ^ 

the dead bodies in 
Calcutta for 



almost 100 years. Commis¬ 
sioned in the late 1850s this 
Parisian 18-bumer gas-fired 
Toisui Fradet et Cie furnace 
(sketched ^ is one of only 
two such in the world: the 
other IS in France. The Calcut¬ 


ta furnace has, however, been 


inoperative since 1979. This 
gas crematorium was mainly 
used by the Brahmo commun 
ity as well as by the Parsee, 
Chinese, Japanese and British 
residents of the city. The 


quaint mortar building on 
raised arches resembles a 


quaint English village church. 
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A sloping roof and chimney 
tower add to the illusion. The 
remnants of a pretty garden 
and a gravelled driveway still 
exist. 

Efforts are on by private 
bodies to recommission this 
gas crematorium although city 
gas supply continues to be 
erratic. An estimated Rs 11 


lakhs would be required for its 
repair and renovation and 


another Rs 1 lakh a year for its 


maintenance. Irrespective of 


whether this gas crematorium 


IS preserved as a showpiece or 
is recommissioned the fact 
that it is one of the many proud 
heritages of Calcutta cannot be 


demed. 
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INNER 



RIES 

March 21—Apnl 20 

Wealth and wisdom 
are assured Yes you 
will be generous and pass it on 
to those less fortunate August 
19 and 20 are ideal (or romance 
and adventure Focus on work 
and colleagues during August 
21 23 So gird up your loins right 
now and be ready (or action 
Those in research teaching 
preaching entertainment and 
sales steal a march over their 
rivals 

AURUS 

Apr I 21 May 20 

The new moon is in 
your property and 
home sector obviously activat 
ng both these (actors Renova 
ion decoration parents in 
aws buying and selling are 
iiqhlighted Also a home away 
rom home is indicated Expect 
jood news during August 21 23 
i^any ol you will be exceptionally 
ireative However watch your 
lealth Guess one cannot have 
‘verythingi 

( "ll EMINI 

W May 21 June 20 

^ This IS the right time 
_ to launch a venture 


T 


slen to the (lute o( love social 
se and thus have a ball Re 
oember there is more to come 
'om the next week as accord 
ig to Western astrology Jupiter 
/ill change signs thereby mg 
jssing your angle o( publicity 
jntare and subtle communica- 
ons August 19 and 20 will be 
ewsy and fast paced so get set 

)r It 


ANCER 

June 21 July 20 
^ The name of the 

- game is perks posi- 

on and power as the moon 
oniuncis Jupiter Opportunities 
ir business |ob and trade will 
pen out and it is up to you to 
lake the most of these Many of 
ju will receive important mes 
iges through calls letters word 
' mouth publicity and telegram 
terviews and examinations will 
rn out to be a great success 


I 


EO 

July 21 August 21 
The new moon In 
your sign according 
I Western astrology makes you 
(tremely high spirited bold and 
laginative Naturally you will 
ke the initiative and do won- 
3rs Strictly speaking your 
cky period starts from August 
) as by Western astrology 
jpiter then conies into your 
gn So why worry needlessly 
e best IS yet to be' 




IRGO 

August 22 SepI 22 
Expenses will mount 
Travel IS foretold You 
may have to look after those less 
fortunate than you say family 
members or friends Mercury in 
your sign certainly helps you to 
negotiate deals and transactions 
successfully Deeds documents 
and contracts will be signed Do 
not neglect your health and that 
of your family 


L 


IBRA 

SepI 2J Ocl 22 
All Will be well and 
there is more to 
come Therefore reach for the 
moon and the stars literally and 
figuratively Around August 19 or 
20 you will find a turn (or the 
better as Jupiter according to 
Western astrology will tip-toe 
into your eleventh sector of 
gains camaraderie kids ro 
mance and high adventure 


BIRTHDAYS 


August 19 

Moon square Pluto A few inevit¬ 
able changes affecting your lifes¬ 
tyle are absolutely certain 
These will have a longstanding 
effect Health of parents leaders 
and boss could cause concern 
On the matenal and personal 
side, you do well But caution is 
the key 

August 20 

New moon. Leo, Western astrol¬ 
ogy You could have a shaky 
start, but it wiH definitely im¬ 
prove It would be best to play 
your cards close to your chest 
There is an element of self de¬ 
ceit and of mistaking the woods 
for the trees Home and family 
conditions need your attention 
and tad 

August 21 

Moon tnne Uranus Manyofyoe 
wiH be catapulted to fame and 
fortune Buying, selling and kt- 
vestlng should turn out to be 
very fortunate It wilt pay to 
entertain and be amiable to 
others Success Is now certain 
Love, trips and housing give 
tremendous pieasure 


August 22 

Moon tnne Saturn Hard work 
and imaginative brilliance help 
you to be tnumphant You are 
certainly on a good wicket Busi¬ 
ness, |ob profession and per¬ 
sonal relationships show great 
going 

August 23 

Mocn sextile Jupiter You surely 
come into your own Take help 
whenever possible do not hesi¬ 
tate Children give enormous 
pleasure Travel is a distinct pos¬ 
sibility A few inevitable changes 
in your fob or profession could 
cause a little discomfort 

August 24 

Moon square Saturn You could 
feel slightly imsettled and un¬ 
sure After February 9, you find 
your moonngs and. therefore, aH 
should be weM You will h^ 
more freedom to do what you 
Nke and that itself is worth a 
Idrtune 

^gust 25 

Moon-Jupiter conjunction. Vic¬ 
tory and well-being (or you It le 
the time to take chancm The 
house or office could be m tor a 
facelift Romanca blooms, kids 
live Joy and your work wW be 
A good bkihyew. 




CORPIO 

Ocl 23—Nov 20 
Soon you will be at 
your brilliant best 
and that is something to look 
forward to Many of you will be in 
for a promotion a possible pb- 
switch or in a position of greater 
responsibilities and trust You 
will respond magnificently Your 
ability will thus be fully recog¬ 
nised Be liberaf and tolerant 
and the world will be yours 

AQITTARIUS 

Nov 21 Dec 20 

Shoot Straight and 
hard and you will hit 
your target be it your lady love 
increase in production and de¬ 
mand of goods expansion ol 
business a pb switch a major 
house or office move children or 
grandchildren collaborations 
and a career in the arts research 
and invention It is time to shout 
your wares and show the world 
how good you really are' Health 
safeguards are advisable 

APRICORN 

Dec 21 Jan 19 

Matters of finance in 
surance loans 
funds public trusts banking 
mortgage transfer and shifts will 
be of tremendous importance 
because Jupiter changes signs 
according to Western astrology 
entering your money angle The 
accent will be on investments 
buying selling love romance 
and the arts The snag is that 
you must take extra care of your 
health 

“in QUARIUS 

iM Jan 20 Fab 18 

Marriage romance 

_ collaborations travel 

shift and plenty ol movements 
too in the course of your life are 
signified Things will start hap¬ 
pening willy-nilly so better learn 
lo accept them and just go 
ahead This is the astro way to 
succeed A sudden help and 
advice will be the bonus ol the 
week August 21-24 are ideal for 
business and finances 



ISCES 

Feb IS—Match 20 

In your profession 
and career expect 
changes for the better That also 
means you must be prepared for 
a round of sustained hard work 
and pressures Marriage and en¬ 
gagement are on the cards 
Travel,js another important ing¬ 
redient of the astro cookies, but 
only if It IS necessary Do not 
neglect your health and that of 
your family 
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( i ne of Moscow’b larg 
I parks, Sokobuki, s 
^ the opening of the ; 
caJled historical theatre eb 
In fact, It IS a replica of Mad 
Tussaud's—turner proof tl 
the Soviet Uruon is not go 
to fall behind the West. 

The wax figures on disp 
are arranged in a somewl 
absurd fashion. It was I 
exhibition’s chief desigr 
Nikolai Zelenetsky’s intent 
to bring together well-kno 
Russian histoncal personalit 
belonging to different epoci 
Tsar Ivan the Temble kdls I 
poet Alexander Pushkin (t 
sculpture group is renunisa 
of the famous Russian pamti 





Ivan the Terrible holdint; 
Pushkin in his arms 



Tsar Ivan the Terrible Kills his 
Son). Josef Stalin is 
standing in front of his portrait. 
Nearby, his associate, the 
smug brute Lavrenti PavloVTch 
Beria is seen playing a game of 
chess with moody Malyuta 
Skuratov, the first Russian 
secret police chief. What do 
they stake on in their game? 
Were not human lives just 
pawns in their hands? Leomd 
Brezhnev and the last Russian 
Tsar Nicholas 11 complete the 
list of figi^es, nine in all. The 
onlooker is prompted to ask: is 
it not too early to have such an 
exhibition? 

“If the public gets interested 
in the show, and the exhibition 
pays its way, we plan to re¬ 
plenish it with wax sculptures 
of Empress Catherine the 
Great, academician Andrei 
Sakharov and St Sergy of 
Radonezh," Nikolai Zelenetsky 
says. 

It took the team of arran¬ 
gers a year to complete the 
exhibition. The dynamic wax, 
sculptures were made by 
artists I. Brodsky and S. 
Itogan. ■ 













FOCUS 


I t I*- ni jriiing m Kambagan a mirtli Lai 
cutta sprawl of a hundred hall pis ta 
bustee houses, giini\ nid (ong<^ted 
In the roadsidt tea stall tht inmsittios 
sleggfd on bemhts pos iping over thiir 
earthen bh.i/s ot ua u d slues of salted 
cutumber Undu rht. dnppmg (onmiumty 
tap lie piles ol iluininmin utensils waituig 
tobewastud I Ik women siounngthe 
puts coniplnn hiilly the childien taking 
their tue tioiii loni pobtRians uowd the 
bylaiies (k u hmg thi ir fists and shouting 
"zindabad Ihin tin striins ol laag 
bfuinni w in through the an Oblivious to 
the (hnioui ol tht slum N'andalal I’akri 
(70) IS (ompleting Ins tarlv morning 
n\M/ his dtlitate fingers dincing ovei 
the sitar stnngs. his wlute liair neatly 
brushed, his dhoti kurta still spotless 
In the bylaiies a pavement tailor is at 
work his fett on the pedals of an am lent 
Singer sewiig imathine Next to frayed 
elettion posteis on the walls aie the little 
shnnt s In tv'-rv sfeet tornet aitisans in 
/ungts crouch ovtr their woik piles ol 
sawdust and bamboo shavings beside 
them hammering little nails into slivt rs of 
bamboo and lane The doim ot Kambagan 
bustet dont burn lotpses they are iiuis 
ter craftsmen artists musicians pup 
peteers and bamboo and cane workers 
with magic at their fingertips 
'Ihe efoms are unsure of their ongins, 
but they have hyed in Kambagan a stretch 
between Chitpore Road and Chittaianjan 
Avenue, for as long as anyone can remem 
ber ‘Our ancestors lived m the Calcutta ol 
dirt roads and horse driven trams and yes 
untouchability, says I'annalal Manik, a so 
cial worker 

Dom children never went to school 
They were untouchables Instead, the 


children ol Kambagan learnt to weave bas¬ 
kets make nckshaw hoods, taazias 
tiefore Muhurram and t/tupns or sandesh 
boxes from the Chmese they learnt the 
finei points of furniture makmg, especially 
woik with milkrane imported from Singa 
pore Dunng Woild War 11 when the RAF 


For many, they are the 


community elsewhere, 


paradropped food packets to the Allied 
troops suiiounded by tlie Japanese, the 
craftsmen made food packets of cane But 
the children of Rambagan remained in the 
darkness a people dogged by poverty and 
ill health, tainted by persistent rumours of 
theft We lived next to a brothel, and 
many of oui people are still afraid of the 
poll! e ’ adds Manik 

The derelict buildings across the street 
are brothels, deserted dunng the day, flut 
tery and bnghtly lit at night “We were 
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Waiting for a rider, or buyer 
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It’s morning in Rambagan... 


At an artist’s street-comer studio, a silent observer 










[ Raghubir Singh; text by Srinjoy Chowdhury 


with the comti 



poor illiterate and branded as anti 
socials says Manik Between the 
brothels and oui bustee there is only this 
narrow lane And at night we can hear the 
bargaming Only our art and the discipline 
that it brings has saved us Today an 
image of Durga made of shvers of bamboo 
by Lakshman Patra is at the National 
Museum in New Delhi Patra and four 
others spent a fortnight in Moscow during 
the festival of Indu whilt Nnpen Ghorui s 
puppetry fascinated Parisians m June 
1985 All of them, and many others are the 
children of Kambagan 
Under a tarpaulin in a .omer lies Nnpen 
Ghonii’s puppets a messy tangle of tor 
SOS, loose heads and limbs Die puppets 
were his iphentance Some of them be 
longed to my grandfather Fhey are over a 
hundred years old, says the wizened 
man, his iron grey hair brushed back from 
his forehead A puppeteer for 55 years, 
Ghorui began his career m a jatra dal 
where he learnt at the age of 10 to play the 






































ce lessons for Sutapa Manik, under mother Manti’s watchful eye 


Craftsmanship amidst the chaos 


mythological like Brahmd Vishnu Mahes 
war or a social I wiite my own 
scnpt \ sprightly (>7 (.horui dismisses 
all thoughts of rt tire me nt Puppeteenng is 
a nes/u and a pes/u (an addiction and i 
profession) for Ghorui Mom y is irnpoi 
tant Applause, is even more inipoitant 
When people applaud I am happy this is 
how 1 keep mv fathers memory ibve 
If puppets were (ihoruis iiheiitincc 
tablas were FrafuUa Hazra s I ifty vears 
ago the dow c tuldren of R inibagan had no 
teachers only theu fathers to teach them 
a trade Prafulla s father I ikshnian was a 
tabdlthi the childhood lessons honed bv a 
lifetime of perspiration his served PrafulU 
well There is a ihvthni in his emieiatcd 
arms a Lie in his tinge is as lus palms 
moye effortlessly ovcI tl c tabhs Huith 
batha bone gai. he he comphins softly 
sitting crossleggtd on the 11 loi in i fravt d 
checked/ungi As Abhijit a student puks 
up the beat Hazia leans back beads ot 
sweat glistening on his brow Mv fathei 
was a tabla teacher at a local school Now 1 
teach the pat a boys who conic to the 
Kalyan Saniiti building a stodgy two 
storeyed structure in the middle ot Ram 
bagan I ve eyen woi ked with All Akbar 
Khan once It was dunng the tilming of 
hihudita Paihan he sav s ge ntly tapping 
his knee and nexlding rcassjnngly evei> 
time Abhijit looks up I can also play the 
dholak the karanagra the khol and the 
pliakhwaj 

But Hazra shrugs when isked why 
Rambagan is different why Rimbagin a 
bustee besides a brothel teems with ta 
lent I don t know We all chose i piofes 
Sion a line 

I t IS Manti Manik all eltgmee and 
sinuous grace who seatches for the 
answer We are efoms To other people 
we are dirty we ire untouehibles So we j 


had to prove oursclyes Wt wanted to do 
something that would make a society sit up 
and look at us We winted to do some 
thing that pe^ople would love us toi 

One ot the first women of Rambagan to 
be- fonnally eduea'td Manti Manik (S'!) 
the daughter ot a musician took her first 
dancing lessons at the age ol four I 
danced dunng'cultural functions at school 
And now I haye started teaching We aie a 
conseiyative people and it is difficult 
lx,ing the first When she is not organis 
mg culturilcfunctions at school she giyts 
dance less-ons to her daughter Sutapa 
(12) W“ have a hentage Ithasntchssi 
pated Inste id our children will be better 
educated They will be more interested m 
oureultiue says Manti ho nemiker and 
folk and classical dancer 

hoi far too long the squalor of Ramba 
gan hid shrouded the skills of the people 
I here IS no shortige of talent only of 
opportiinitv says Nandalil Pakn Ihis.s 
a spcc'dl plate a musical bustee I used to 
do nvau tor two or three hours every 
morning and e veiling I even learnt to 
smg says Pikra who learnt to play the 
sitar from his father Bijoydas and graru 
fathei Kshudiram "'t the age of 14 Ine 
other problem says Bimal Pakri (28) i 
the lack of rt sources If this mslrument 
breaks we won t have the money to buy 
another one Nandalal Pakn cradles the 
sitar and the sounds of a ra igfiU the room 
TTie clamour is forgotten bo is the pam of 
being an outcast 

More their than their musical skills the 
residents of Rambagan are remembered 
for their magic touch their craftsmanship 
Patra and three others Dasarathi Man 
dal Kashmath Patra and Amp Pakn—built 
the entrances to the stadiums dunng the 
Festival of India at Moscow Leningrad 
and lashkent 

I he gates were over 1()0 feet tall and 


about 10 feet wide fhey really liked our 
work says the 15 yeai old grey haired 
man m a gtimy sleeveless vest A long 
way mdeed from making Aitais 
Patra who made magician P S Sorears 
hag of tneks is also a leading painter of 
stage bac kdrops Whether it is the mteiior 
ot a baijct s bedioom or i eontiol towei or 











I difiScult facade of a building in Sounutra 
^hattenees Nahyiban, the set directors 
um to Lakshman Patra ‘Our site in 
^nmgrad was an old prison beside the 
iver We had to turn it into an Indrapun 
emembers Kashinath Fatra (J5) They 
eally liked our work and they even gave 
is certificates he remembers Only rare 
f are the craftsmen of Rambagan invited 
0 participate in such extravagant festivals 
ilore often come commonplace work like 
lesigning puja pandals and s/ianiianas foi 
/eddings 

The work is seasonal There aie bad 
ycles shrugs Jayanta Mali who has 
lelped to design ISKCON raths for the 
ist 15 years Pven during the bleak 
nonths Rambagan has the air of a derelu t 
ianta Claus toyshop On the streets 
midst the piles of split ed bamboos stands 
n enormous peacock its bamboo frames 
ovcred with a gaudy fantasy of green 
range and blue In the tomer beside a 
oot stained wall st iiids an off white 
orst Its golden mane and saddle shim 
lering in the evening sun During iieik 
eason a few weeks before an u/sn 
lambagari bet onus i fiiiyhiiti every 
reation an expression of jtn fi ishes of 
ambtiyant tolours pliying eounteriioint 
j the dingy sutioundings 

eside a soot stained building, a splash 
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Nripen Ghorui ponders over his puppets 


With Moscow s Indian sirnmer onl\ e 
mt nior> Kimhigans traffsmen lie 
alreidj working on i piojecl that will 
stretch thtir miaguntions inri sinews to 
the bmit For the s[)ectiLulu ftstival 
tirginised by the Sw trnin ti i\ in leniplt 
authoiitifs in the 1 rated Stites mxt vt ir 
the cnftsrnt n hive lire idv begin vvoik in 

of vivid colour 
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th( ir mike shift studios in fVhmedabad 
I he blueprints ire readv the sketehes 
tompltle '\ntl in Ihtir minds the artists 
tin virtuilly stt tht 15 feet high main 
gifts It IS gt mg to bt 108 (eet wide 
with JJ |)e It ot ks s IV s 1 akshman P itra 
Ihe bon gift will piobiblv be tif jute and 
the sw in gite ill bimbot) with hes'-iin 
baking lilt triftsmeii will use papti 
pulp birnlKio ind lor flu first timt 
syntht tit tn ileri tis 1 1 build ihi spi t tatular 
pigton gite A bundled utisins will ilso 
build modi Is of lour ti inpIt s with toil 
s/ro/i and stiips ol bimboo and tane 

Ahnudibid will be out ultiniitc test 
admits H tii 1 igdi i disi iple of 1 akshmin 
I’lti I 

Imigine i liugt riiodt I of i bguiine o* tiu 
Sun (jod 01 a thinot pulltd bv seven 
hoists Wt will mike one with piptr ind 
bimboo 1 lus 111(1 2(1 othti itnigt s as wtll 
as tht gitts will hive t ) bt tompleted bv 
next veil sivs Piti i Wt ire eonfidirit 
we t n d the woik he itiiis ooring 

St If ssiiriiitf Fvtrv thing his to be 
spteiilK mult Wi will hive to fit every 
thing into tintiinns tnd ship them to 
Anuiiti li ni Ahnudabid 
I ime irid tin hist filleting ftiolstejis 
t iwitds fin lilt ill self suflieit nev hive 
chingedtht rioms of Karnhigin Wehivt 
ilwavshidllu tiknf Now we lu a more 
self assuied people believes Pann ilal 
Ma 1 a After detades of soeial work by the 
Ramaknshni Mission this are.i of d.irk 
ness has tbnics adult edueation tentres 
primary sehools and vueationai ti lining 
eentrts Prom then shabbv lean tos tht 
artisans are shifting into modest fl its m the 
multi stoievtil buildmgs jontlv funded bv 
the Mission and the artisans Ninelv six of 
the apartments were eomplettd itsenl 
another 250 flats one loi e it h f imiK will 
be built soon Pvervthing his thingiil 
even the name Rimbagan busiet is n w 
called Vivekanandi F’alli ■ 
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REC.LJI AK SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• AaJ Ka Arjun Pjrjdist 
(H<*ntim.k Siu 1 1 JSa4U) Majes 
til (Kail Ahnii d Ki Iwii Road 
^IVWi) Krishni (i C Dutti 
Slittt JiOH"’ J i>{al (Aiharvi 
I’ldilli (hindin Road t(iil08) 
Kifini iBilnKhati Main Road 

F’riva (Ra^hbchnn Avc 
lilt 4o4lK)) Midhubiii (Rogent 
I’ilk 

A film In K t Kokidia stiiring 
surKibtar Ainitibh Bacbdian along 
with Jd^i Prida and Radhika The 
m iMi IS bv B ippi I ihin 

• Dll Metro (Lhowringhtc 
Road iJHdHl) Miti i (Bidhin 
Sinni 'iilllJ) 4 sh ivvs 

IiiKittd bv Inrin Kuiinr ind 
with musii b> Amnd Miluid the 
him stars Aanur Khai Vadhnn 
Dixit "u d Anupim Khi i 

• Gha>al Orient (Htntinck 
Stitct ^SPU") Hasusree S P 
Mukhtrjte Rial ISlSOo 1 
show 

Sunnv Dt ol and Meenikshi 
Stshadn irt ihi nnm itti iition 
Others ( tilling are Amnsh 
1*011 M nislimm Chattel jet Om 
Pun Kdj Habbir Kulbhuslun 
Kharbaiid i Shah Iintndir and 
Anno Kipoor I he him is dirceted 
by Kijkumar Sin'oshi ind the 
musie IS bv Bappi Lahin 

• Jeevsn Ek Sanghursh 1 bre 








Uebashree Ro} and Victor Banerjee in Debata 


(S s I el,t e Poad i k j; 
Talkie St « House (Sh x s Bha 
dm ri<<t '‘S2'’7(l (lem 
lA hi I ligicbsh thantri Bose 
Kud (jii e (Mahatma 

S indhi R( ad dl 1('90 Menoka 
(Sarat C hatterjee Avenue 
410417 Malaneha (Regent Park) 
Aiul hipoor and Madhuri Dixit 
are the loid pan in this film 
diret U d bv Rahul Rawail I he 


musii IS bv I axinikint Pyarelal 
• Jungle Love Hind ((laiiesh 
Chmdra Avenue 272471) Nai/ 
ilower Chitpur Kind 277272) 
Liberty (Chittarinjin Avenue 
352046) Pumasree (Raji Raj Kis 
sen Street 554011)—4 shows 
Direeted by V Menon the fibii 
stars newcomtrs hirti Singh and 
Rotky The niusit is bv Anind 
Milind 


• Mera Pati Sirf Mera Halt 

Roxy (Chowringhee Place 
284118) Moonbght (T C Dutta 
Street 254956) Sree (Bidhhn 
Sarani 551515) Kahka iSadanan 
da Road 478141) 

A social entertainer, starring 
Rekha Jeetendra Radhika Anu 
pam Kher and Utpal Dutt The film 
IS direeted by Manobala and the 
music IS by Anand Mihnd 

• Veeru Dada: Jyoti (1 enin 
Sanuii 241122) 4 shows 

Direeted by K R Reddy and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal 
the film s thief attractions arc 
Dharmendra Arflnta Singh Farha 
and Shakti Kapoor 


Bengali Films 


• Badnaam Pnchi (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road 
271282)-2 5 7 15 

Shibu Mittra s maiden Bengab 
directornl vt nture starring 
Prasenjil kJi elam and Shakti 
Kapoor The music is bv Bippi 
Lahui 

• Bhangagara Darpana 
(Bidhaii Siiani 558080) Puma 
(S P Miikhetjee Road 474567) 

1 show- 

Dueeted by Ouru Bigthi tht 
mam allrittions ot this fibn are 
I*rastnjil Satabdi Roy Deepankar 
De Subhendu Chattei)<e Debika 
Mukheijee ind Kajeshwan Roy 
Choudhurv Ihe niusit is by 
Ravujdra Jam 

• Debata (A) Mmar (Bidhan 
Sanni 552/51) Bijoli (S P 
Mukherjte Road 471462) Chha 
bighar (Mahitrin Gandhi Road 


Rekha, Jeetendra and Radhika in Afera Pali Sirf Mera Hai 







352740)—2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Victor Banerjee, Debashree 
Roy, Dilip Roy, Anup Kumar, Kali 
Baneriee, Indrani Haider, Aijun 
Chakraborty and Ranjit Muilic 
comprise the main cast of this film. 


Special Kveaits 


19-22 August: 3 pm - 8 pm 
(except Monday) 

An exhibition of paintings by 
BikaSh Bhattachaijee entitled, Tlie 
Boy. 

At Galerie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sarani). 

19 August: 6 pm 

Lions Club of Calcutta Ganga 
presents the Calcutta region con¬ 
cert featuring Pankaj Udhas, to 
mark the release of his latest dou¬ 
ble-album, Rubayee. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449036/432197). 

19 August; 6.30 pm 

Sangit Kala Mandm will stage 
the Hindi play, Sabse Bara 
Rupaiya. 

At Kala Kunj (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 449086/432197). 

19 - 22 August: 3 pm - 8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings by the 
students of Calcutta Art Home in 
the South and New galleries. 

19 August onwards: 3 pm — 8 
pm 

Sumitra Bhattacharya’s exhibi¬ 
tion of paintings in the West Gal¬ 
lery, till August 26. 

• llie Group will hold an exhibition 
of paintings in the North Gallery till 
August 26. 

19 -24 August: 3 pm - 8 pm 

Tapan Chakraborty. Sudip liaha 
and Tandra Bhattacharjee will hold 
their paintings exhibition m the 
New South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

23 August: 2.30 pm 

Progressive EducaUonal Techni¬ 
ques Society will hold a language 
teaching workshop. 

At Loreto House (Middleton 
Row). 

23 August: 7 pm 

An evening of classical dance 
and music, featuring Sushmita 
Baneijee (Kathak) accompanied by 
Gopal Mishra (tabla), Prateep 
Baneoee (vocal), Nazim Khan (bol 
paran) and Arabindo Sen (sitar), 
and dhnipad recitals by Nandy Sis¬ 
ters (Atoka and Ashoka), disaples 
of Ustad Amiiiuddin Dagar. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

24 August: 6.30 pm 

Padatik Music Cucle presents a 
classical vocal recital by Anita Roy. 

At Padatik Little Theatre (6/7 
AIC Bose Road; 446087). 

24 August onwards: 3 pm - 8 
pm 

The 29th week-long annual ex¬ 
hibition by the members of the 
Children Studio of Academy of 







Dep, (1, 3. 5): PF-723 at 1045; 
An. (1, 3. 5): PF-724 at 1950. 


ly) PF-706 at 1615. 
Calcutta-Rourkcla-Ranchi: 
Itep (1. 3. 5) PF.715 at 0600, 
An (1. 3. 5). PF-716 at 1025. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl-Lilabari- 


ZirO'Daparizo: Dep (2, 4, 6)- 

PF-721 at 0930. Arr (2, 4, 6). 
PF-722 at 1H05 

Calcutta-Guwahati- 

Dlbrugarh-Passighat-Along; 


Calcutta>Jamabadpur-PatBa: 

Dep. (2, 4, 6): PF-725 at 0550; 


An. (2, 4. 6): PF-726 at 1040. 

Calcutta-Obaabad-Gayi 

Patna-Dbanbad-Calcutti 

Dep. (1. 3. 5): PF-737 at 060 
Arr. (1, 3, 5): PF-738 at 1100. 


Trains 


Oapartura 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Tima 

On 

2311 

19-00 

Dalhl-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mail 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mail via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (New Oeihl) Ex- 

presa via Gaya Varanasi 

Oep—-Toes Thurs & Sat 

Arr - Wed rri S Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9 15 

Air-Cond. (New Oalhi) Ex¬ 
press via Palna 

Dep -Mon Wed Fri & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-30 

Rajdhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tubs Thurs Fri & 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sat & 
Sun 

11-00 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawi) Ex¬ 
press Tn-Wkly 

Dep Tues Fri & Sal 

Arr Tues Wed & Sal 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13 15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon & Thurs 

Arr—Thurs S Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20 05 

Boon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

.3010 

3007 

9 45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Mam Line 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13 05 

Amritsar Express 

15-15 

3050 

3011 

20 45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20 55 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

.3019 

1b 00 

Lucknow Express 

11 55 

3020 

3021 

22 00 

Mithila Express 

5 00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjunga Express 

20 50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Guwahati) Express 

6 30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18 20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21 00 

Oanapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22 05 

Jamalpur Tri-wkly Express 

Dep—Tues Thurs & Sal 

Arr—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

6 00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15 40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambsl (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Superfast Express 

Dep--Thurs Sat 4 Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 

Arr—Sal 4 Sun 

7 30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipunj (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fn 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep 4 Arr— Sunday 

Seoldah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Darfeeling Marl 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21 40 

Gour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

31.33 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhaglrathl (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhapra Express TrI-waakly 

Dep 4 Arr—Wed Fri 4 Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Oapartura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gltanjall (Bombay) Expresa 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Expraaa 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tats Steal Express 

10-20 

6014 

8011 

6-10 

laps! Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Puri Express 

5-30 

8006 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Ohaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahati - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahati Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Flowrah & Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supertast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam & Madras) 
Dep—Fri & Sun 

Arr—Tues & Fri 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14 10 

Bangalore City-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Ttiursday only 

22-15 



14 10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnue- 
Palna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: For round the cloch Information of Eaafom Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 203549-54 for In-coming tralna; 203535-44 tor 
all other Information. For Information about raaarvatlons on 
Eaatem and South Eaatam Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from 0 
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SEE, HERE* What a mlaaingt It la somathing worth looking into 
it you wlah to road tha bannar shown Draw dot to dot 


• BUSTERS' Ghosts in your sandwich who ya gonna 
call'? Toastbusters Ghosts at tha shore who ya gonna 
call'? Coastbusters Ghosts on a fence who ya gonna 
call? Posibuslers Any to add? 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least s» dilfar 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers with those below 

jeiieujc SI iins Suimse 9 Butssiw art sjsinaouig s psAOui 
SI uuy s Cuissiui SI sdou e luejsu'P si ish 2 Butssitu si isog i seauaieuiQ 


TAKE ONE STEP AT A TIME 


_ONI _ 

_ONE 


Add (our lettsrs in each step to 
form five vrards containing the 
word ONE progressively, as 
shown in the diagram atwve 
Definitions. 

1. One's own being, who 

else? 

2. Northernmost county of 
Ireland. 

3. One who ieeds the way, 
such as an early settler of US 
West. 

4. 'No matter how thin you I 
slice It, It's still—'said Al| 
Smith 

5. Ssashell source of 
mother-of-pearl 

Remembw, each word is mis¬ 
sing (our letters __ 

•oo^oy 

9 Aauoisg s Muaj C IsSsuoQ i stssuo I 


e KNOT SOI Measure off a 
length of string about 
three feet long and place it 
along the edge of a table. 
Now, challenge a bystan¬ 
der to pick up tha string, 
holding an and in each 
hand, and ask him or her to 
tie a knot in it without let¬ 
ting go of either end 
Alakezaml It can be done 
in a Jiffy. How? 


iout| s«f) tuiit |0 Bmpioi 
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FUNSPOT 


HEAR YE' Tl» tha town crktr making his rounds Apply thaso colors 
naatly to scarta 1—Red 2—Lt blue S—Yellow 4—LI brown 
S—Flash tones 6—LI green 7—Dk brown 8—Purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

MAGNETIC 


THEN score 2 points each for all 
words of four letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least SS gemts 

aSn luiw wtjfitua wnsod 



























Uf hat was the name of 
■W Christopher Col¬ 
umbus flagship^" queries 
Arun Kumar Saha, Ci icutta 
17 

The Santa Mana was the 
ship in which the Italian-born 
sea-captain Chnstopher Col¬ 
umbus sailed across the 
Atlantic and discovered the 
New World Columbus did 
not set out to discover new 
land, but to find a new way to 
China and India In the light 
of the belief that the world 
was of round shape he very 
reasonably thought he could 
do so by sailing westward 
across the Atlantic, for he 
knew nothing of the whole 
continent of America nor of 
the Pacific Ocean which lay 
between For some time he 
tried to persuade the King 
and Queen of Spam to pro¬ 
vide him with ships and men 
to make this voyage of dis¬ 
covery When, in 1492, Col 
umbus had received the 
King's support, he was sent 
to a little port near Seville, 
where the inhabitants were 
in disfavour with the King 
and as a punishment were 
ordered to provide and equip 
two caravels—small fast 
sailing ships Columbus 
chartered in addition a larger 
ship, the Santa Mana, direct 
from Its owner 
We learn from the diary 
kept by Columbus that the 
Santa Mana was rigged as a 
typical ship of the penod and 
earned ^ mainsail, foresail 
and mizzen, spritsail, and 
main-topsail He had 90 men 
with him in all, and the Santa 
Mana probably earned 40 of 
them Her size has been 
variously estimated, she is 
unlikely to have measured 
more than 75 ft in overall 
length, and was probably of 
carrack construction, re¬ 
latively short on the keel 
compared with her overall 
length, and with great 
breadth We know she car¬ 
ried her ship’s boat on her 
deck There would have 
been a poop-deck aft, with 
cabins telow, and a higher 
forecastle over the stem, 
making forward 
Columbus sailed for the 
Cananes with his three ves¬ 


—roc— Quaatlon: When does a male urine 
sample test positive for pregnancy? (Or 
Yajatl K. Ghosh, 238-B Rashbehari Ave- 
UtWm nue, Calcutta 700 019) 

Ana: In case of chorion epithelioma (a 
testicular tumour) human chorionic 
gonadotrophin (HCG) is secreted which is analogous 
to that secreted by pregnant women which gives the 
positive urine test. 



sels at dawn on August 3 
After delay amongst the 
Canary Islands he sailed 
away into the unknown on 
September 6 On October 
10, there was nearly a 
mutiny among the frightened 
sailors, but the next day one 
of the caravels, the Nina, 
picked up in the water a 
green branch bearing a little 
flower, which indicated the 
nearness of land That night 
Columbus himself saw an 
unexplained light and it 2 
am on the morning of Octo¬ 
ber 12,1492, the lookout on 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who was showmthe 
first yellow card in Italia 

1990? (Nirai Kumar. BIT 
Sindn) 

2. Who was shown the 
first red card in ‘Italia 90"’ 
(Riazul Arfln, Calcutta 14) 

3. What IS the full name of 
Nelson Mandela’’ (Man- 
ohar Mandal, Nabadwip 2) 

4. What IS a hard-top in 
ttie US? (Othello Mazoom- 
dar.BoralS) 

8 . Who said. “When a 
man says he approves of 
something in principle, it 
means he hasn’t the slight¬ 
est intention of putting it 
hno practice”? (Dabboo, 
CidOuttal^ 

8. Which witish politician 
isnieknamed Tarzan"? 
(ISnM Afrin, Burdwan 51) 

7. Name the aherpa who 
waswi8t>Mir^Tabei 
when she reached the top 
of Mt Everest. (Sobir Kr 
oas.Quwahatiii) 

8 . Whid unusual about 
Zaheer Abbas' flvee cen- 
Uiries in one-day interna¬ 
tionals? (Sf^M. Hussain, 
CadcuttalA) 

9. Which British Royai 
Hked to expiore antiquanan 
bookshops, looking tor 
second-hand vokimes? i 


the forecastle of his other 
caravel, the P/nfa saw a 
white sand-cliff gleaming in 
the moonlight This was the 
first sight of the New World 
the land was part of one of 
the many islands off the 
coast of the American main¬ 
land the island is unknown 
though some geographers 
believe it was Watling island 
in the Bahama group The 
Santa Maria was later wreck¬ 
ed on Christmas Eve and 
Columbus came home in the 
Pinta, believing that he had 
reached the Indies Ever 


(Anjanava Datta, Calcutta 
31) 

10. Which world famous 
wnter said, "After hearing 
the bewitching perform¬ 
ance of Yehudi Menuhin in 
London, 1929, “Listening 
to such an artiste like 
Yehudi makes even the 
atheist believe in God’"’ 
(Sheik Abdur Rab, Burd¬ 
wan 51) 


ANSWERS 
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since then, the islands near 
America have been known 
as the West Indies 

Which Austrian Chancel 
lor was murdered by the 
Nazis’’ asks Subrata Gos- 
wami Calcutta-45 
Chancellor Engelbert Doll 
fuss the diminutive fascist 
leader of Austria had long 
resisted the rise of Nazi pov^ 
er in his country In an 
attempted coyp Austrian 
Nazis (about 150 men of the 
SS Standarte 89) with Hit¬ 
ler s secret backing tried to 
take over the Austrian Gov¬ 
ernment on July 25 1934 
seizing Vienna s mam radio 
station and important gov¬ 
ernment buildings including 
the Chancellery Austrian 
leaders had been warned 
minutes beforehand and all 
but Chancellor Dollfuss had 
left the Chancellery Ashe 
was preparing to flee a gani 
of SS men led by Franz 
Hoizweber and Otto Planett. 
burst into the Yellow Salon 
Dollfuss private offices The 
chancellor at first tried to 
reason with them but 
Planetta brushed through 
the SS men and raised a pis 
tol Dollfuss shielded his fact 
with his hands Planetta firec 
two shots through his hands 
one penetrating his throat 
the other going through his 
spinal column, leaving Doll- 
fuss alive but paralysed from 
the hips down He lived for 
several hours begging his 
captors, who were by then 
under siege by government 
troops, for a doctor His 
pleas were ignored He died 
with the words Children, b£ 
good to one another I al¬ 
ways wanted to do only the 
best" The coup was quickly 
put down Mostof the assas¬ 
sins were executed When 
Planetta and Hoizweber 
mounted the scaffold, they 
stood to attention, faced 
Germany and shouted “Heil 
Hitler'" But Hitler refused to 
recognise their attempt to 
unify Austna with Germany 
through revolt and assas¬ 
sination, denouncing the 
very mdh he had sent to kill 
Dollfuss Four years later. 
Hitler took over Austria in a 
bloodless Anschtuss 















































































































































CANDID CAMERA 



Politics may have been a marriage of convenience 


Benazir Bhutto. But when things became too hot to handle, she be 


the war drums. Now, with her being dismissed and the Army moving in. 


could hardly be looking up for her. 













II inoDE^ 


CAIN' YOd SEE’ STEEL if-i T 
iVlAlESi'VOf IVIARBLE'^ 




mis 


The disurning eye can see beyond the 
obvious. Far beyond the intricate fonn 
of this Dilwara Temple situated on the 
extensive pateau of Mount Abu in the 
Aravalti mountains of Raiasthan. Of 
white marble, the interior is lavish in 
sculpture and architectural 
decoration. Columns, ceilings, porticos 
and cells, display marble figures based 
on geometriul mandali with super¬ 
imposed planes and concentric rings 
in the fonn of a star. In each cdl is a 
polished stone idol representing a 
lirthankara or lain saint. 

Centuries have rolled by. Monuments, 
great and small, have Come to adorn 
our land. The men who made these 
aesthetic masterpieces passible were 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the bladi^th. It was that forgotten 
huoace which fnged steel toob and 
implements, however crude and 
aidiaic. Thus, the bacLbone of such 
sweeping creativity was, as always, 
technology. In a umd, steel foiging. 
And centuries of sted forging in India 
is today retmhing a technological 
nmith with POWMEX STEELS. 

POWMEX b enunging as Asia's first 
plant to produce Hi^ Speed Steel and 
Super Speed Steeb through 
Powder Capsule For^ Technology. 

POWMEX, in coOaboratioa with the 
world leader BOHLER of AUSTOA b 
setting up a Ra. 700 miUion high tech 
plant near Titlogarh in Orissa. Thb 


will pot the Indian High Speed Steel 
on par with the finest avaibble m the 
wo^ POWMEX product mix 
includes both Tuegstmi and 
Molybdenum Hi^ ^leed Steeb of 
various sections in rounds, flab and 
squares, and are indispensable for 
making drills, reamers, dbs, formiiqi 
tools, punches, special bearings etc 
The toob made out of Super High 
Speed Steeb will bring about a 
seaebange in their durability and 
quality turning out better components. 

POWMEX reduces iiBparb and saves 
predous Fwngn exchange to uphold 
the country’s ideal of aelf-reliam and 
growth. 



POWMEX 


POWMEX - Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 


Powmex Steels Limited 

(AN ASSISTED HNTTOr IPITOU 
AdninsiritiKOfflrr 8^-621 A, Koid Mo lA 
Bnian Hills Hjifanliid 500034 
fte|»(ered Officr TuHi, Bobo^r Di»L Onua 
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Stunningly beautiful 
State-of-the-art technology 
combined together to evolve 
i new standard in 
•effigerators. Created by a 
;cam of engineers whose 
Tiission is not to follow the 
narket but to lead the 
effigerator world. 

Sferlin?* 

100% Polyurethane Foam 
insulation. Avoids 
sweating of the 
refrigerator even in high 
humidity conditions. 
Superior SAN 
material-Crisper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ Qiecse Chest 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves. 

Superior design for 
maximum storage space. 
Removable egg tray for 
extra storage - a sf^cial 
feature for vegetarians. 

A large Chill Tray with a 
unique Drip Tray for easy 
removal of defrosted 
water. 



* All steel construction and 
tough ABS liner. 

* Available in a wide range 
of attractive colours. 

Sterling Technology' 

* Internationally renowned 
‘Power-Saver’ compressor. 

* Cools superiiut, makes ice 
even faster. 

* Withstands wide voltage 
fluctuations. 

No voltage stabilizer 
is required if die 
(^serating voltage is 
within 1^260V. 

* Consumes minimal 
electricity. 

* Automatic defrost (push 
button). 

The new Sterling. 

It is beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
introduced in the market. 
With a proven, dependable 
after-sales service. It’s no 
mere refrigerator. It’s the 
Sterling 


Sterling 

The 165 litre premium quality refrigerator 

Sold and serviced by .^) Expo Machinery llmfritd PragitiTotver, 26 Ri^indn Place, NcwDdU-llOOOa 


Mutual 5120d 



POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 


BriiigBack' ' 

Strong 

Governors 

(OtfBCt from IttBima 
Vbra'a book, tfemkUMc- 
mceg, was borteetljr de- 
, sorbf^ as *1116 Tempest’ 
(}um» Zi)- One should hang, 
oae(8 bead in shame over 
the manner m which the 
governor was treated m 
the Aasenfriy by the lead¬ 
ers of the United Front 

It is high time that strong 
/HMm like Kiarma Vira are 
^ once again chosen for 
gubernatorial assu^iments 
to strengthen ow Cmatitu- 
tkm. 

ItaU Ctaraa B«Mriee> 

Cakntts 

SI In ld$9, Jyoti Basu re^’ 
marked that Dfaarma 
was maksog thfrgs cEfflcnit 
frr evmybody. it is ironic 
that after 21 yem?, ftie ffi- 
' fried pecdc ct Wc^ Ben¬ 
gal feed tkt Jyoti Ba^ is * 
mlfrlng difficult frr 

eveiyfr;)ftyf 

SlwyaiililBMilaU. 

'OdcDtta 


New Hopes 

teander Paes ainl Vlsh- 
wanathan Anatid fifoung 
Msatera’, J% ]^) have 
doM evoy IndSan proud 
with their skiO, atamma and 
sheer comdetkm in them- 
aehres. 

At a titne when the stan¬ 
dard of Indian sport has frl- 
len sharply, these two 
young lads have shown us a 
ray of Ik^, I am sure they 
win fiffire in your cover 
stones several times in the 
near future. 

Mtnoliar Mandal, 
Nsbadwip (W,B.) 

■ I tUidi you were unfrir to 
Vfrhwanathan Anand. He 
deserved a sepan^ story. 

Arfrnd has qualified as a 
ctmtender for the w(nfo 
champion title. Leander 
Paes' win was stinhig qo 
dpubt, but he has a hk« 
way to go before he can be 
ni^ among the top 20 b 
hfr fidd. 

OawgedherMi, 


jB«Bp«k€ 

lOiangpur 


V If these tjvo mashna do 
not stagger b tiie conoog 
days fs6ief InOma' 



fibey 

n wOpo loppers. 
GovalJQMnlD^ 

Sffiguri 

■ A qudftkm fingers; wifi 
-our new dnaqpions obie 
tv to noniial eitpectations 
over the years? Many so- 
cafied mastera and aces m 
Inda have ctedbed after a 
metetnic rise. Let us hope 
for the best for Paes and 
Anand. 

lUaa al Absaii, 

Calcutta 

Veiy Simple 

Pmfip ChawBwry (Idy IS) 
appeared very wonied ^ 
out India’s diaices of naif. 
bg it to the Wmid Cup bial 
rounds. There is a sbvie 
sotutbn to that: just sti^ 
the finals b bdhl 
Debuts Mltra, 

Ciicutta 

It Figures!' 

1 was very surprised to 
note dat the adormatkn 
given about our heaitit chfr 
b 0to^22> 

was not correct. 

pint of a^ it is ribnted 
b fite Tfii»tata Of Ifow 
Ai^re, nut Behais, as 
I do not thiifr any¬ 
one frCm your magttbe vi- 
lited <m beahh chb and 

Our dub tfru not woih 
on the‘iMsfad dbr^ prbri- 
piB> vpr progremmes are 
iMaad tb strUgUi, ehdtir- 
anee, SafiMtif, diet reg- 
idtfiMis and mental ther- 
apf. AB fbe new tnemb^ 
are sahjwted to medical 
examiftat i nn and then put 
through aerobica/yoga/ 
Wddd training progibo- 
mea, Httferthesigbrvisbe 
uf experienced bstrudEdri^^ 
'these wfoiis modes m 
bet^ hufiAtg^shapbig 
cwriedoetwfihthej 
a multigynt aivd 
abachut ddOnc 



The Telegraph 

26 AUGUST 1990 



V S Naipaul, m an 
extract from his. latest book, 
[ndu A MiUion Mutmieb Now, 
talks to Calcuttans to get a 
deeper insight into the 
city 


The Oral School 
for the Deaf in Calcutta 
completes 25 years this week 
Its students have shown a 
great will to overcome their 
odds and prove a point 


A look at the 

fasanating island of Domimca 
in the Canbbeans 
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NAIPAUL’S CALCDTTA 


I n India in 1962 1 took much of the 
British architecture for ipnted. After 
what I had known in Trinidad and Eng¬ 
land, British building in India seemed famil¬ 
iar, not a cause for wonder. Perhaps, too, 
in 1962, just 15 years a^er independence, 
I didn’t* ^w myself to see British Indian 
architecture except as background. I was 
saving my wonder for the creations of the 
Indian past Even Lutyens’s great achieve¬ 
ment in New Delhi I saw in a grudging 
way, finding the scale too grand, lookiiig in 
his ceremcmial buildings for the motifs he 
had got from the Mogul builders, and find¬ 
ing in his adaptations further evidence of 
vainglory. 

I looked in this partial way even at the 
lesser architecture of the British, the bun¬ 
galows and houses built for officials in the 
country districts. 'They were pleasant to 
stay in; with their porticoes and veran¬ 
dahs, thick walls, hi^ ceilings, and com- 
etimes additional upper windows or wall- 
openings, they were well suited to the 
climate. But they seemed too grand for 
the poverty of the Indian countryside. 
'They seemed also to exaggerate the 
hardships of the Indian climate. So that, 
thou^ absolutely of India, these British 
buildings, by their exaggeration, seemed 
to keep India at a distance. 

But the years race on; new ways of 
feeling and looking can come to one. Indi¬ 
ans have been building in free India for 40 
years, and what has been put up in that 
time makes it easier to look at what went 
before. In free India Indians have built like 
people without a tradition; they have for 
the most part done mechanical, surface 
imitations of the international stjde. What 
is not easy to understand is that, unlike 
the British, Indians have not really built for 
the Indian climate. They have been too 
obsessed with imitating the modem; and 
much of what has been done in this way— 
the dull, four-square towers of Bombay, 
packed far too close together, the concrete 
nonentity of Lucknow and Madras and the 
residential colonies of New Defiii—can 
only make hard tropical lives harder and 
hotter. 

Far from extending people’s ideas of 
beauty and grandeur and human possibil¬ 
ity-uplifting ideas which very poor people 
may n^ more than rich people—much of 
the architecture of free India has become 
part of the ugliness and crowd and increas¬ 
ing physical oppression of India. Bad 

Extracted from ladia: A Millkta 
Mutialta Now by V.S. Nalpaul; 
Rnpa&Co., 1990; Ra 250. 


architecture in a poor tropical dty is more 
than an aesthetic matter. It spoils people’s 
day-to-day lives; it wears down their 
nerves; it ^nerates rages that can flow 
into many Cerent channels. 

This Indian architecture, more disdain¬ 
ful of the people it serves than British 
Indian architecture ever was, now makes 
the most matter-of-fact Public Works De¬ 
partment bungalow of the British time 
seem like a complete architectural 
thought. And if one goes from there, and 
considers the range of 
British building in India, the time span, the 
varied styles of those two centuries, the 
developing functions (railway stations, the 
Victoria Memorial in Calcutta, the (Gate¬ 
way of India in Bombay, the legislative 
buildings of Lucknow arid New I^lhi), it 



The much-reviled, 
much-admired writer 


returns to what he calls 


the British-built dty 
Lidia after many years. 
And what does he find? 



becomes obvious that British Indian 
architecture—which can so easily be taken 
for granted—is the finest secular 
architecture in the sub-continent. 

Calcutta, more than New Delhi, is the 
British-built city of India. It was one of the 
early centres of Bribsh India; it grew with 
Bntish power, and was steadily embel¬ 
lished; it was the capital of British India 
until 1930. In the building of Calcutta, 
known first as the city of palaces, and later 
as the second aty of the British Empire, 
the British worked with immense confi¬ 
dence, not adapting the styles of Indian 
rulers, but setting down in India adapta¬ 
tions of the European classical s^e as 
emblems of the conquering avilization. 
But the imperial city, over the 200 years of 
its development, also became an Indian 
aty; and—being at once a port, a centre of 
administration and business, educaticHi and 
culture, British and Indian s^le—it be¬ 
came a aty like no other fi India. To me at 
the end of 1%2, after some months of 
Indian small-town and district life, Calcutta 
gave an immediate feel of the metropolis, 
with all the visual excitement of a metro¬ 
polis, and all its suggestions of adventure 
and profit and hei^tened human eiqieri- 


ence. 

Twenty-six years later, the grandeur o: 
the British-built dty—^the wicte avenues, 
the squares, the attractive use of the rivei 
and open spaces, the disposition of the 
places and the public buildings—could stil 
be seen in a ^stly way at night, wher 
the crowds of the day had retreated to theii 
nooks and crannies, to rest for the restless 
vacuity and torment of the new Calcutta 
day: the broken roads and footpaths; the 
brown gasoline-and-kerosene haze 
add^ an extra sting to the fierce sunlight, 
mixing with the street dust, and coating 
the sl^ with gift and grime; the day-long 
dcada-like screech, rising and frlling, of 
the horns of the world’s shabbiest buses 
and motor-cars. The British-built city 
could still be seen, even in this Mostly 
way, because so little had been added 
smce independence; so little had been 
added since 1962. 

Energy and investment had gone to 
other pads of India. Calcutta had been 
bypassed, livuig off its entrails, and giving 
an illusion of life. Certain buildings in cen¬ 
tral Calcutta seemed to have received no 
touch of paint since 1962. On some walls 
and pillars—as on the walls and pillars of 
buildings awaiting demolition—old posters 
and glue had formed a tattered kmd of 
papier-mache crust; you felt that if you 
tried to scrape off that crust, you might 
pull away plaster or stucco. 'The frmous 
colonial dubs—the Bengal Chib, the Cal¬ 
cutta Club—were m decay, and Indians 
now moved in rooms once closed to them. 
Decay within, decay without; Calcutta in 
some places had a little of the feel of an 
abandoned Belgian settlement in central 
Africa in the 19603, after Afiicans had 
moved in and camped. Camped: it was the 
word. At independence, with the partition 
of Bengal into Indian West Bengal and 
Pakistan East Bengal, there had been a 
very big movement of refugees from the 
east. They had camped where they could; 
they had clogged up large areas in and 
around the dty. And since then the popula¬ 
tion of the dty had doubled. 

There was no room by day on the 
streets or in ffie large sunburnt parks. 
There was no place to go walking. You 
could drive very slowly along a- dug-tq> 
road and through the crowds to the Tolly- 
gunge Chib, and there you could gp walk¬ 
ing on the golf course. But the drive was 
eitousting; and the drive back, in the 
kerosene-and-gasoline fumes, undid the 
little good you might have done yourself. 
People told you that up to IS years ago the 
streets of central Calcutta were washed 



\ 







every day. But I had heard that m 1962 as 
well. Even then, just 15 years after inde¬ 
pendence, 16 years after the great Hindu- 
Muslim riots which had marked so many 
memories, people were looking back to a 
golden age of Calcutta. The British had 
budt Calcutta and given it theu- mark 
And—though the circumstances were for¬ 
tuitous—when the British ceased to rule, 
the aty began to die. 

ne of the people I met in Calcutta in 
1962 was Chidananda Das Gupta. He 
worked at the time for the Imperial Tobac¬ 
co Company, later known less provoca¬ 
tively as the ITC. Because he worked for 
such a grand British company, Chidananda 
was one of the select and envied group of 
Indians known as ‘boxwallahs’. 

These boxwallahs represented in theu- 
own eyes a synthesis of Indian and Euro¬ 
pean culture. They were adnured and en¬ 
vied by Indians outside the group because 
their boxwallah jobs were secure, m addi¬ 
tion to bemg, with the Bntish connection, 
a badge of breeding. The salaries were 
very good, among the best in India; and— 
to add to the boxwallah superfluity—there 
were company cars and furnished com¬ 
pany apartrnents. And the work was not 
hard. Any firm a boxwallah worked for 
more or less monopolised its particular 
field m India. All that was required of a 
boxwallah was that he shoud be a man of 
culture, and well connected, an elegant 
member of the team. 

Chidananda had another interest. He 
loved the cinema, and was one of the 
founders of the Calcutta Film Society. It 
was at the Calcutta Film Society that I met 
him one evening. 


Of the society office I had the 
merest impression; a dim reilmg light in a 
small room full of old office furniture Of 
Chidananda I earned away a boxwallah 
picture: a slender moustached man of forty 
m a grey suit. 

Chidananda didn’t last at ITC He be¬ 
came a film-maker and writer, that became 
his career, and it took hrni away from 
Calcutta Twenty years or so later, as a 
semi-retired man, he had come back to 
Calcutta. He worked for half the week as 
editor of the arts pages of The Telegraph 
newspaper. The rest of the week he hved 
at Shantmiketan, the university founded by 
Rabmdranath Tagore, the poet and patron 
saint of Bengal. 

Shantmiketan was two and a half hours 
away by tram from Calcutta. Chidananda 
was buUdmg a house there, livmg in the 
house while it was bemg built around him 
I went to see him there one Sunday 

Chidananda was at the station to meet 
me. Twenty-six years on, we were like 
actors commg on m third act of a play, 
exitmg young at the end of act two, and 
reappearing with powder or flour on hair 
and eyebrows. He was m casual Indian 
clothes (and not m the grey boxwallah suit 
my memory had fixed him m), and he had 
an old Ambassador car. It was far cheaper 
to run here than m Delhi, he said; that was 
one consideration when he had decided to 
move to Shantmiketan. 

Chidanfmda first saw Shantmiketan m 
1940, when he was nmeteen. He was 
filing with his family m the nei^bourmg 
provmce of Bihar, andhis father suggested 
that he should go and spend a holiday 
there. He stayed m the guest house. He 



shared a room with an Indonesian teaching 
batik at the university. It exated Chida¬ 
nanda to be with someone from abroad, 
and he was also excited by the Indone¬ 
sian’s name, which was FYahasto. This 
was a name straight out of the Hmdu epic, 
the Mahabharata. Chidananda mimediately 
had a greater idea of India and Asia; and he 
felt—what Tagore mtended students at his 
university to feel—that m gomg to Shanti- 
niketan he had gone to a place that was 
part of the world, not just of India 

A few days later Rabmdranath made a 
speech at the temple. 

‘It was very early m the niommg, De¬ 
cember, quite cold—there were few 
houses in Shantmiketan then, much more 
open ground—and we sat on the told mar¬ 
ble floor m the glass temple, with pieces of 
glass of various colours. When the sun 
came up it threw all kmds of colours on the 
faces and clothes of the people We all sat 
there and waited for Rabmdranath 

‘He was wheeled in. Then he got up 
fi-om the wheelchair. He was very tall, but 
bent with age. He walked m on his own. 
He was m a white dhoti and koortah and 
shawl. I was unpressed by that sight. It 
was like an evocation of ancient India, a 
romantic feelmg of encountenng a sage 
from olden times. He sat on a very low 
stool. Everyone else was seated on the 
marble, without any spread 

‘Then the smgmg began No modem 
mstniments, all traditional instruments. 
No harmonium, though—Rabindranath 
disliked It because it has a fixed scale, a 
western scale, and it is impossible with it 
to sound the semi-tones or micro-tones 
which are unportant to the Indian system 
of classical music. Then they sang a hymn, 
one of Rabindranath's hymns 

‘He read from a prepared text, in Ben¬ 
gali, with Sanskrit quotations. He was a 
very big man, six foot two, and he looked 
very strong, and I was struck by the con¬ 
trast between his voice, which was thin 
and high, and the largeness of the man I 
had expected a deep, nch voice. It took a 
few mmutes to overcome that feelmg. But 
very soon the sjiell of what he was saymg 
took over. This was December 1940, and 
the war was very much with us. The 
subject of his address was the crisis m 
civilization—he was concerned about the 
movement towards self-destruction.’ 

So Chidananda was mtroduced by Ta¬ 
gore to a way of thinkmg about the world. 
It was one of the blessmgs of the Indian 
mdependence movement, that many of its 
leaders should have been men of large 
vision, capable of looking beyond then- In- 
dian cause. _ 

‘Here it's only two and a half houi s away 
t from Calcutta, but 1 feel I’ve come a very 
long way from my previous incarnation 
The boxwallah incarnation which you saw 
in 1962 was quite far away from the roots 






of my culture and upbringing. 

Chidananda had wanted, when he was a 
young man, to be a teacher. At one stage 
he had even wanted to be a Brahmo mis¬ 
sionary, like his father. But then his wish 
to prove himself in the world had led him 
to advertising and then to the tobacco 
company. 

When the news came that he had got 
the job, everyone congratulated him. But 
his wife said, ‘Why do you want to take 
this job? Don’t you realize we will become 
a different kind of people?’ 

Chidananda said, ‘In 1962, when you 
met me, 1 was looking after the company’s 
advertising, which was one of the biggest 
advertising operations in the country. The 
company itself was a kind of tobacco 
monopoly dating from the British times. 
Anything that was made was sold, almost 
regardless of its quality. I will give you this 
idea of the complacency of that boxwallah 
world. There was a highly paid staff mana¬ 
ger who spent a large of his time 
measuring the carpet that a particular 
category of officer should get, and discus¬ 
sing the colours of curtains with the wives. 

‘The boxwallah was manufactured into a 
hi^y peculiar animal. The system was 
created to answer the needs of the British, 
their life-style, their ways of eating, sit¬ 
ting, sleeping, shitting. The Britishers 
who came out here for the company 
looked upon their time in India as a stay in 
a hotel, where everything was provided— 
down to the last towel and last spoon—in 
preparation for the time when they would 
go tack home and buy themselves a house 
and wash their own clothes. Even servants 
were provided. 

‘Within six weeks of joining, 1 wrote a 
report saying that the name of the com¬ 
pany should be changed from the Imperial 
Tobacco Company to the ITC. All it 
caused at the time was laughter. 

‘Like the administration of the British 
Empire itself, the commercial empire, 
which was an extension of the ffi'st, sepa¬ 
rated a handful of Indians from the rest and 
made them into an integral part of the 
system of governance. The object was to 
make them idenfity more with British in¬ 
terests than with Indian interests. This 
was done in a very subtle way. The British 
would unhesitatingly serve Indian officers 
whether in political administration or com¬ 
mercial administration. I don’t think this 
tiappened with other empires, and it stiU 
doesn’t happen with foreign companies 
aperating in India. French or American or 
lapanese compaiues almost never have 
ane of their nationals serving under an 
Indian. 

‘The company was hi^ddy hierarchial. 
Fhere were two distinct classes, officers 
ind men. We, the officers, would have 
;hauffeur-driven cars, and our wives 
vould be provided with separate cars to go 


Energy and investment had 
gone to other parts of India. 
Calcutta had been 
bypassed, living off its 
entrails, and giving an 
illusion of iife...When the 
British ceased to rule, the 
city began to die 


out shopping—choosing carpets and cur¬ 
tains. TTiere were colleagues of mine who 
would strai^ten their tie if the chairman 
telephoned, or send the car home to get a 
fresh jacket if they were going out to 
lunch. And, of course, at woik the officers 
had separate lavatories. 

‘My wife got quickly used to the com¬ 
forts and loved them. 1 eqjoyed the luxury 
of the life—it would be hypocrisy to say 
otherwise. And I must say that way of 
living left a mark on the nature of our 
needs in later years. 

‘My problem was that because of my 
interest in literature and the cinema I was 
constantly associating in my private life 
with people who were utterly different. At 
the end of the day’s work 1 would go to the 
office of the Calcutta Film Society. I had 
founded that along with Saty^it Ray in 
1947, the year of independence. Our main 
work was sticking envelopes and writing 
addresses. We were lucky to have a fan 
over our heads—in a dingy office of a film 
distributor. Here we discussed the great¬ 
ness of world cinema. 

‘Ray was closely associated with our 
woric. With his enormous height and his 
wide shoulders, he came to remind me a 
great deal of Tagore, and I now see him as 
the last great representative of the Tagore 
era. But, unlike Tagore, he has a big, 
booming voice. He is swarthy; Tagore had 
fair, deficate skin. In his culture, his Indi- 
anness, his universality (not to be com¬ 
pared with fashionable cosmopolitaiusm), 
ffis honesty, Ray has some very Brahmo 
virtues. 

‘So I was living a Jekyll and Hyde exist¬ 
ence. Western clothes, quite formal, dur¬ 
ing the day, and the Film Society in the 
evening. Occasionally a colleague would 
become curious about my leisure pursuits. 
He would come to the Film Society to see 
a French or German film, but he would be 
repelled by the smell of sweat on the 
bodies of my close associates, who’d 
travelled long distances on buses, trams, 
or walking, and worited all day in offices 
that were not air-conditioned, and didn’t 
have the means to go tack home to change 
their clothes. 

‘A very acute illustration of the kind of 



spiritual disquiet that the Jekyll and Hyde 
existence caused me came in the shape of 
something very material. I remember 
going with my coUeagues to the wedding of 
a British executive of our company with an 
Indian girl, something that had caused a 
great deal of consternation in the higher 
echelons of our management. 

‘Perforce I was in a western lounge suit, 
along with my coUeagues. Or perhaps it 
was a lack of strength of wiU on my part. I 
found, on tiiat extremely hot and sultry 
evening, the place fuU of Bengalis in their 
comfortable thin poplin koortah^ and dho¬ 
tis. As 1 was sweating inside my complete¬ 
ly unsuitable clothes 1 suddenly re^ed 
uiiich side I belonged to, and I said to 
myself in disgust, "What have I done to 
myself?’’ This inddent crystallized a lot of 
things inside me. I began to consider leav¬ 
ing the company, giving up the style of 
existence it imposed on its executives. 

'I would say there was a lot of underem¬ 
ployment of intelligence in those jobs. 
M^y of us, in sales, went out to the 
bazaars in Calcutta and in smaU towns aU 
over the country, but their main job there, 
I found, consisted in picking up random 
packets of cigarettes to check the code 
numbers at the back, which told you how 
fresh or how stale the cigarettes were. 

‘So people drifted from breakfast to 
office to lunch to an outing at the bazaar 
and then to the club and a late night every 
night. 'There was air-conditioning in the 
office and at home and in the club, so one 
wouldn’t have to spend more than half an 
hour or an hour without air-conditioning. 

'The main virtue of this style of exist¬ 
ence was that it prevented you from think¬ 
ing. If you started thinking it could cause 
you discomfort. It damaged some of the 
Indians, permanently affecting their ability 
to be themselves, and printuig on them a 
kind of pretence. I’ve seen a fair number 
of people who’ve become incapable of 
hol^g their own without this protective 
umbrella. And I’ve seen people go through 
an infernal amount of humiliation within the 
organization. 

‘These jobs were more or less sine¬ 
cures. So they would humiliate you by 
taking away certain visible symbols of au¬ 
thority and leaving you without any work. 
I’ve seen people go day in, day out to the 
office and just sit there, and then go back 
home—Oxford and Cambridge graduates 
who, if they had gone into offier jobs, 
mig^t have used their capacities better. 
The whole office would Imow about this 
humiliation. It was made very visible. But 
for many people resignation was unthink¬ 
able. It would have b^n like being thrown 
out of a warm and well Jt room into the 
middle of a winter in noi^m Sweden. 

‘At that time Indian business had not 
expanded that much, and opportunities 
were very limited. In any case. Indian 



businesses wouldn't have given the box- 
wallahs the kind of life-style they had be¬ 
came used to. Nowadays Indian business 
will give you certain facilities and very 
expansive life-styles—provided you deliv¬ 
er the goods. They madce certain of that: 
there are no sinecures left in Indian busi¬ 
ness. 

‘By the mid-60s the new movement in 
business had begun. The realibes were 
closing in on the beleaguered boxwallah 
regiment. The tobacco company changed. 
It transformed itself over a short period, 
10 years—which is quite short for a 
change of culture. This transformation was 
brought about by Indians. The British 
trained their men, but they didn’t try to 
run the business themselves. Today ITC 
has diversified and is coping very well with 
the slowdown in the tobacco business.’ 

That transformation was proof of the 
positive side of the boxwallah culture; that 
positive side had to be remenbered. 

‘The work ethic was very high. There 
was a lot of drive and disapline, though 
they didn’t always know what they were 
dnvuig at. They were at heart good Indi¬ 
ans, patriotic Indians. In 1962, at the time 
of the China war. about the time we met, I 
remember there was a meetmg of the 
finance committee. The finance director 
said, “Well, gentlemen, do you think the 
next meeting of the committee will be held 
m Peking?” I answered. “Sir, not unless 
our Prune Minister takes to wearing an 
umbrella under his arm.” And 1 will say 
this for the Bntish, they liked this kind of 
repartee, and respected you for it.’ 


The boxwallah was 
manufactured Into a highly 
peculiar animal. The system 
was created to answer the 
needs of the British, their 
lifestyles, their ways of 
eating, sitting, sleeping, 
shitting’ 


T he bumt-out Maoists I had met in 
Madras had been on the periphery of a 
much larger peasant movement. Tliis 
movement had its centre in Bihar and 
Bengal, almost 1000 miles to the north¬ 
east: and it had been at its most active in 
the late 60s and early 70s. Communism in 
Beng^ had a long history. It was another 
colonial unport, one of the things that had 
come after the New Learning of the 19th 
centuiy, and the mixed culture. Even 
now. in the dead Bntish-built city, and 
almost as an aspect of its death, there 
were frequent, solemn communist mar¬ 
ches through the litter and rubble and 
hopelessness. Even now, while a com- 
mumst party ruled m the state, people 
could still be moved by the poetry of red 
flags and revolution. 

Dealing in poetry and passion, never 
really persecuted, at times even hostile to 
the idea of Indian independence, fif^ting 
its own sometimes remote wars, the com¬ 





munist party had spbt and split. 'There had 
been the Communist Party of In^; then 
there had been the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist); then there had been the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist- 
Leninist). It was this last, Maoist faction 
that had got the peasant revolt going. The 
revolt had been crushed. But the move¬ 
ment, while it lasted, had attracted and 
consumed many thousands of educated 
peo[de in Bengal and other parts of India. 

TTiere were survivors. One of them was 
Dipaiyan. He was now a science professor 
in a college in central Calcutta. It was a 
real, wotkuig college, but physically it was 
in a state of decay, Calcutta decay. 

'The signboard was peeling; the win¬ 
dows of the two-storey bufiding were 
broken. But there wad a gate-man, guard¬ 
ing the double gate. He sent me upstairs 
to Dipaqjw, up a narrow, half-wall^ con¬ 
crete staircase at the far end of the main 
building, to a broken-down room with 
tables with pieces of simple equipment 
'The uneven floor was unswept, just like 
that. Dust adhered to all the mouldings or 
extrusions of the tall dun-coloured doors; 
the plaster on the wall was broken in many 
places. The room gave one no sense of 
applied colour, no sense of surfaces made 
even or lines made straight 

Dipdhjan was a small, slender man with 
glasses. He wore a short-sleeved beige- 
coloured shirt and trousers. We went to a 
tall, cupboard-hke room just off a central 
doorway. A desk and two chairs and some 
tall metal cupboards took up most of the 
space. The little bit of wall that could be 
seen between the cupboards was stained: 
something brown and oily had dripped 
down from the window. 

I asked Dipaiyan, after we had talked for 
a while, ‘Do you see what I see here?’ 

He said in his soft, steady, precise 
voice, ‘It’s like other colleges. It’s India.’ 

But he didn’t see all that I saw. He said 
he could see the equipment on the lab 
tables: he could ignore what surrounded it 
What he did see in a special way, what 
upset him and worked on his nerves far 
more than it did on mine, was the unswept 
dust on the floor. 

The college was for drop-outs, he said, 
'defeated soldiers’ (though they looked ac¬ 
tive enough and healthy enough in the 
small coUege yard). They were pec^le 
who couldn’t get into other colleges. Their 
chances of getting a job were small—a 
B.Sc. degree didn’t get you a job any¬ 
way—and they were not motivated.-The 
girls at the college were better motivated. 
They didn’t have the great need to achieve 
that the boys had; they didn’t have that 
pressure; and, paradoxically, they made 
better students. The college wanted more 
girls. "The fees were 30 rupees a month, 
£1.20, wdiich even in India wasn’t a great 
deal. 





In that cramped space off the lecture 
room we talked that t^enioon of his back¬ 
ground. In physique and voice, and fea¬ 
tures and manner, he was a gentle man, a 
nuld man. He would not have stood out in 
any Calcutta gathering. It wasn’t easy to 
see m him the revolutionary who, 20 years 
or so before (he was now fortyifive), had 
gone out into the countryside to live 
among the peasants, preaching the idea of 
revolution and then, in accordance with 
the party directive, calling for the annihila¬ 
tion of certain people, class enemies. 

His mother had been from a well-to-do 
family. Her father had been high up in 
government service, a member of the 
lES, the Indian Educational Service. Be¬ 
fore that, he had been ‘a minor scientist’, 
Dipanjan said. He had devised one of the 
early instruments for measuring radioac¬ 
tive particles, and had made a name for 
himself. 

I said, ‘I don't see how you can call him a 
minor fi(^re.' 

Dipanjan. not losing his evenness of 
manner, said. ‘In Calcutta minor scientists 
are quite common. This is the city of M.N. 
Saha, S.N. Bose, J.C. Bose, and P.C. 
Ray. The first three were Fellows of the 
Royal Soaety. It is only recently that Cal¬ 
cutta has become a backwater. Even in the 
196()s, Presidency College of Calcutta had 
a congregation of physics teachers which 
could hardly have been excelled anywhere 
else in the world at that time. So you must 
understand why I cannot look upon my 
maternal grandfather as anything but a 
minor scientist. ’ 

In the South, science had grown over 
two or three generations out of the 
brahrmnicai tradition of abstract learning. 
In Bengal, in the British-built city of Cal¬ 
cutta. science had come with the New 
Learning: scientific achievement had come 
out of colonial competitiveness and the 
wish of Indians to prove themselves. 

On the father’s side, Dipaqjan came 
from the Bengali gentry. It was only on 
this trip that I had heard this word in India. 

I had thought of ‘gentry’ as an English 
word, suggesting people rooted and 
attached to ancestral land, and protective 
towards it. And the word here in Bengal 
was in fact an EngLsh word, from the early 
19th century. Dipanjan said, ‘The British 
made the gentry hereditary. From their 
point of view, they were creating a class of 
hereditary farmers of revenue.’ 

Dipanjan's father’s family came from the 
Faridpur district. In 1947 this became part 
of East Pakistaa The gentry of Faridpur 
were in the main upper-caste Hindus. 
They rented out their land; the cultivators 
were Muslims and Hindus of the scheduled 
castes. During the Hindu-Muslim mas¬ 
sacres in Bengal in 1946-47, the Hindus of 
Faridpur had to flee: not only the upper- 
caste landowners, but also the scheduled- 


caste cultivators. But long before that 
flight from Faridpur, Dipai^an’s father’s 
family had become impoverished. The 
ancestral land of the family had been so 
divided that all that had come to Dipaqjan’s 
grandfather (and his dependents) was one 
room in the big ancestral family house. 

I n 1940 or thereabouts, wWle he was 
studying in college, and when he was 
seventeen or eighteen, Dipanjan’s father 
became a communist. Dipanjan never 
thought to ask his father later why he had 
become a communist: he took it as normal. 
Membership of the party was a serious 
affair. When, in 1943, Dipanjan’s father 
wanted to get married, he had to get the 
permission of the party, because his 
prospective bride came from a family that 
was in government service. The party 
gave its permission on condition that 
Dipaqjan’s prospective father-in-law (the 
minor scientist, the lES officer) made out 
a cheque—for any sum—payable to the 
Communist Party of India. 

After the war, in 1946, when Dipanjan 
was two and half years old, the party 
advised Dipanjan’s father and mother to go 
to Hungary for their higher studies. Dipan¬ 
jan was left behind with his grandparents. 
Dipanjan’s father and mother returned m 
1950—after all the upheavals of partition 
and independence. Dipanjan’s mother had 
done a teacher-training course in Hungary: 
she was able to get a job soon after she 
came back to Calcutta. But Dipanjan’s 
father, who had become a Ph.D. in bioche¬ 
mistry, couldn’t get a proper job. He 
moved from one unsatisfactory position to 
another until 1955, when he found some¬ 
thing in his own field; and then he left the 
Communist Party. And just as Dipanjan 
had never asked his father why he had 
become a communist, so he never thought 
later to ask his father why he had left the 
party: it wasn’t in the Hindu or Indian 
traditicai, this questioning of elders by 
young people, lliere was an odd relic of 


High up on the wall, just 
below the ceiling, was a 
large framed photograph. It 
was a photograph of J.C. 
Bose, the scientist whose 
name Dipanjan spoke with 
reverence. There was an 
intention of honour; but, in 
that setting, whatever work 
the great man might have 
done seemed to have led to 
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that Hungarian interlude of his parents; 
they had both learned Hungarian, and in 
Calcutta it became their private language, 
when they wanted to .keep hings from 
Dipwjan. 

Dipanjan developed asthma when he 
was seven, in 1951. His mother became 
protective: the boy lived a retired life, 
drawing sustenance from books. There 
were many books in the apartment. There 
were his father’s communist books. There 
were also the books of the father’s uncle, 
to whom the apartment belorffeed. This 
uncle was a nationalist; he had books that 
took the nationalist side. Hut Dipapjan at 
that time was not too interested in politics. 

He was getting, though, some ideas 
about the world. In 1952 he had gone with 
his mother to a slum, where she was 
teaching children the alphabet: this was 
party work. He had also gone sometimes 
to see some of his grandfather’s relatives 
who had fled from Faridpur m East Bengal. 
These relatives were living in one of the 
refugee colonies around Calcutta. Dipanjan 
didn’t understand at the tune; but later, 
when he began to read about the events of 
1947, he remembered the refugee col¬ 
onies he had gone to as a child, and the 
events had more meaning for hun. But he 
didn’t think that his generation had been 
influenced pobtically by pantion. 

He was good at his studies. ‘My mother 
slowly became ambitious for me. And 
now, with hindsight, I think that must have 
taken up a lot of my mental space. In 1960, 
when 1 was sixteen and about to leave 
school, my major preoccupations were 
shining academically and wntmg poetry. I 
had b^ome interested in literature, and 
was writing m Bengali and English.’ 

He was romantic, but m that setting 
there was no opportunity for him to meet 
girls. What was open to him, though, was 
the city of Calcutta. ‘I was fond of the city 
even then, and even now I am fond of it. 
My roots are only in Calcutta. I have no 
village in Bengal to which 1 can lay claim. I 
felt Calcutta as a very living city, because 
Bengali poetry had become really modem 
in Calcutta, after Rabindranath and after 
the revolt against him. ’ 

What about the crowds and dirt of Cal¬ 
cutta.’ Did he see that, or react to it? 

‘Calcutta has always been like this. It 
was even worse in British times. To a 
Calcuttan it is the perennial challenge—to 
rise above the all-absorbing task of just 
keeping yourself clean, which is time- 
consuming, energy<onsuniing. The chal¬ 
lenge is Imw to do that and find time for 
other more significant things. That is the 
challenge faced by the-4voty-tower intel¬ 
lectual and the ridcshawpuUer. 

‘In J.C. Bose’s time there were not 
many underground drains in the Indian 
areas of Calcutta. The drains would have 
been ditches. 





'We are cursed with a corrupt corporate 
life Cleaiung the streets is a corporate 
act, and they will never be cleaned. Cor¬ 
ruption here is a way of life, and it has 
existed here from the time of the East 
India Company.' 

It was now the end of the workmg day. 
The motor-car horns and hooters were 
shneking a little more exuberantly or im¬ 
patiently in the streets outside The col¬ 
lege attendant who had brought tea and 
sodas—adding wet nngs to the little 
stained table at which we sat—now came 
to close up, and to padlock doors. 

Dipanjan took me down to the staff 
room on the lower floor. No one was 
there. The room had an enclosed, damp, 
musty smell, which not even the ceiling fan 
could blow away. In one comer there was 
a small, rough, chalk-faded blackboard, 
crookedly hung. No piece of woodwork or 
joinery was elegant or finished. What 
would have been the effect on the 
teachers? And on the students, the defe¬ 
ated soldiers? 

High up on the wall, just below the 
ceiling, was a laige framed photograi^ It 
was a photograph of J.C. Bose, the aden- 
tist whose name Dipuqan spoke with re¬ 
verence. There was an intentioa of hon¬ 
our; but, in that setting, whatever work 
dw great man might have done seemed to 
have led to nothing. 

T he next day was D^iaiqan’s day off 
from coOege, and he thought I should 
come to where he fived. This was in South 
Calcutta, in a lane so bard to find he drew a 
detafied map for me to give to the car¬ 


t driver Someone whom 1 consulted 
thought the journey might take up to an 
hour, depending on the traffic So I started 
early. 

The traffic was easy that mommg, but 
alter some time the city thoroughfare 
appeared to shrink, to collapse m on itself 
from Its increased human density. The 
roadway narrowed; roadside huts and 
lean-tos, without pronounced colour, just a 
mish-mash of brown and black and grey, 
appearing to encroach on space meant for 
vehicles, hid the sobder concrete buildings, 
behind them, and gave the impression of a 
very long village road set m dirt, such 
freshness as had come with the morning 
already burnt up here by brown traffic 
fumes and sun-shot traffic dust. What 
seemed to threaten in many places in cen¬ 
tral Calcutta appeared to have happened 
here; it was like witnessing the creation of 
a rum; a large inhabited dty was reverting 
to earth. 

Forty years before, he said, ail this area 
was rice land. Tlus was one of the areas 
outside Calcutta where refugees from 
East Pakistan had settled after 1947, 

Dipaiqan's apartment was the lower 
floor of a small two-storey house. His 
landlord lived upstairs. Dip^an made me 
take my shoes off in the litte verandah, 
which was just a few feet away from the 
lane. Thefront room was a combined bed¬ 
room and sitting room. It was 10 feet by 
10 feet ‘And what is worse*, Diparyan 
said, ‘by 10 feet’. He meant tint the room 
was 10 feet high as weD: an absolute bttle 
cube. 


There was a big bed m one corner. 
There was also a cane-bottomed settee; 
bookcases full of books and papers in appa¬ 
rent disorder; and some red box files m 
another corner. The apartment had 
another room, for the children; and there 
was also a space—it was the word Dipan- 
jan used: he didn’t say ‘rown’—with tin 
kitchen at one end and the bathroom and 
W.C. at the other end. 

The two children had been waiting to 
see their father’s guest. The elder was a 
girl of nineteen, who was studymg to be an 
engmeer at the university of jadavpur, not 
far away. She was smihng, open, han- 
some, with glasses; there was an outgoing 
quabty about her which I had not seen so 
(ar m her father. She said mischievously of 
her plump brother, who was thirteen and 
was dearly gomg to be physically bigger 
than his father: 'He wants to go to Amer¬ 
ica.' It must have been partly true, partly 
teasmg; but the brother took it well. And 
then they were both off, into the httle 
verandah, and then a few steps down into 
the lane. 

Dipaiyan had moved into the apartment 
m 1980. They were quite cramped there 
now; but they didn’t think so in 1980. IThe 
children felt cramped, though. The little 
apartment cost 600 rupees a month, £24. 
There were some neatly kept houses 
around. There was a nice small Irause next 
door, with a hibiscus shrub against the 
ochre-cdoured wall, really quite close to 
the windows of the room in which we 
were. That house belonged to an ayurve¬ 
dic doctor, someone practising traditional 
Hindu medicine. 

They had nice neighbours in the lane; 
they couldn’t complain about that; but the 
house was terribly dusty. That was why 
Dipanjan was so particular about getting 
me to take off my shoes: to keep out the 
dust which my shoes might have brought 
in. Trucks often went down the narrow 
lane; when they did, dust blew straight 
uito the house. And there were mos¬ 
quitoes. 

Dipanjan said, That reminds me. I 
should put cm a coil' 

He want to the inner ‘span’—his long 
dhoti was brown or beige, with a plaid or 
check pattern—and he came out after a 
while not with the grem mosquito cdl I 
was expecting, but with a plutic blue 
Japanese ‘gadget’—Dipanfen's word—that 
had to be plugged into a power point The 
chemical in the plastic container was re¬ 
leased by heat 

A sweeping woman, speaking no word, 
looking at no one, bending down low frcxn 
the waist, her lep quite strict, passed 
through the front roan, flicking her httle 
broom at those small areas of the tenrazzo 
floor uiat were not covered by furniture or 
the red box files. 


• To be concluded 



RIES 

March 21-Aptil 20 
Journey ceremony, 

_(unctions, childbitth, 

travel and a Iik^ break are the 
week s highlights Your work will 
be dons, so give your best Your 
heart will certainly do the new 



rap and talk to a musical beat 
Chunks of money and plenty of 
opportunities come your way 
Travel Is signified. Including 


overseas collaborations Health 


poses no major problem 
Changes in the home and family 
will be (or the better and may 
Involve visitors tnps hobbies, 
romance and marriage 


T 


AURUS 

April 21—May 20 


Loans funds chil- 
dren creative pur¬ 
suits, hobbles and entertainment 
keep you busy The home, 
house and property once again 
figures prominently for both busi¬ 
ness and pleasure Romance 
will not be denied and will not 
take a backseat Those In trade, 
commission and business do ex¬ 
ceptionally welt Work may force 
you to undertake a Journey 


EMiNi 

May 21—Juna 20 
Contacts collabora¬ 
tions, Interviews, 
assignments, contracts and legal 
deeds dominate the week Ro¬ 
mance IS strongly emphasised 
around August 28 In finance, 
outgoings will be considerable 
but you will make both ends 
meet Commuting trips and 
newsy letters are favourably sig¬ 
nified Watch you healtti, spe¬ 
cially on August 30 and 31 
Changes In the home may be In 
process but tfiat does not in¬ 
clude kids and elders 

ANGER 

Juna 21—July 20 
The accent this week 
Is on the work fron¬ 
tier News and messages will 
certainly be of pnme Importance 
as will be trips and connections 
You will have your share of 
romance, so do not worry 
Financial deals and expansions 
are Indicated during the next 21 
days Needless s^es cause 
health problem, otherwise you 
have the energy to go ahead 
Buying, sellinainvesting and de¬ 
corating are foretold 

EO 

July 21—Auguat 21 

The week Is replete 
with a tremendous 
burst of activity You will orga¬ 
nise and be exceptionally crea¬ 
tive and Imaginative Those in 






Journalism, sports, entertain¬ 
ment the arts, research, educa¬ 
tion, technolow, science, media 
and communlutlon will do well 
Romance will blossom end child¬ 
birth Is probable Travel Is one of 
the dominant directions, and this 
includes communication 

IRGO 

Augual 22—SapI 22 

Home, property, long¬ 
distance connections, 
news romance deals, negotia¬ 
tions and trade-offs favourably 
signified Romance will be up 
your street and you will relish H 
Travel only If necessary, as 


there WIN be plenty to occupy 
your attention now Somehow 
health and trips are inter-related 
Health of others may cause 
some concern 

IBRA 

SapI 23-Oct 22 
It IS time to move— 
mentally, physically 
emotionally and spirttuaily You 
will have to spend a lot Open as 
well as secret alliances and rer^ 
dezvous are destined In fi¬ 
nance, what you do now will 
have a cumulative effect In De¬ 
cember latest, as you wlH take 
the right decisions Travel is des- 




BIRTHDAYS 


August 26 

Moon conjunction Pluto This 
makes you dynamk: and restless 
and therefore you will strive with 
all your might to crash through 
an sorts of barriers and obsta¬ 
cles Success is foretold Be 
generous to the underdog and 
the downtrodden, and you wlH be 
blessed 

August 27 

Moon sextlle Saturn Long-range 
benefits could accrue if you play 
your cards well You might have 
to bstaiKe love and business 
Travel stars are strong and chil¬ 
dren give satisfaction 

August 28 

Moon trine Jupiter Home, prop¬ 
erty, parents. In-laws, travel arid 
collaborations are what the year 
is really about Be ready to take 
the Initiative and continue persis¬ 
tently That is the astro way to 
make it big 

August 29 


erty form the quartet this birth- 
year A sudden loumey and hec¬ 
tic communication are Indicated 
A bout of love may end in a 
permanent relationship 

August 30 

Moon conjunction Uranus 
Those in electronics, publicity, 
sales and management do 
splendidly Children, hobbies 
and sports give ample Joy In 
your line of work, antic^ate 
changes 

August 31 

Moon trine Sun Look before you 
leap and all wilt be well Despite 
rivalry and bad blood you will 
finally win the gams, thanks to 
the moon-Saturn conjunction 
Foreign connections, outings. 
Journeys and a home away from 
home are the other outstanding 
trends of this blrtfiyear 

Ssptembsr 1 

The Sun-Moon sextlle leads to 
pleasure and profits, so you can 
eat your cake and have It 
Travel, sales. creativity, mar¬ 
riage, business collaborations 
and publicity are ohiy a few of 
the outstanding fisatures of your 


Moon trine Venus Luxuries, 
comforts. ktvestmsniB and prep-—birthday. 


Hned as usual Your health will 
withstand alt pressures and 
emergencies 

CORPIO 

Ocl 23—Nov 20 

Money, promotion 
and power are the 
week’s highlights You will now 
make an metre effort to get to the 
top Success Is certain in 
September In finance, be friend¬ 
ly, set a fast pace and open up 
avenues of expansion and 
growth Entertain lavbhiy (or fu¬ 
ture benefits In romance, you 
wHI sing the eternal song of love 

AQITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Dec 20 
The moon s quarter In 
your sign gives you 
the necessary Impetus for 
change, expanston or a totally 
new direction Work and love 
probably go hand In hand Be 
amiable but not very intimate 
Schemes for making money ex¬ 
panding and opening a new 
branch have an excellent chance 
of success. Expect a new posi¬ 
tion shortly 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 
Journey contacts 
collaborations and a 
certain satisfaction in doing your 
duty are the week s main trends 
In romance, expect more coop 
eratlon, thanks to Venus New 
beginnings, expansion, invest¬ 
ments buyng and selling are 
foretold Healthwise there will be 
a marked Improvement 

—|n QUARIUS 

/■ Jan 20-Fab 18 
• • Loans funds emo- 
_ tional ties and Inno¬ 
cent and splendid relationships 
are predicted You are in for a 
torrid and fender romance In¬ 
vestments and business links 
are foretold Travel Is on the 
cards, including transfers and 
Shifts Rest and hobbies lead to 
better health 

ISCE8 

Fab 1»-Maich 20 

Links, connections 

- and a new high In 

Income, expenses and position 
mciudlng job, trade and profes¬ 
sion are Indicated Loans, repay¬ 
ment of debt, reshuffle of staff 
and a new, mc4or assignment 
are also predicted Romance Is 
certainly meafft for you, thanks 
to Mars Passion characterises 
your love You must learn to live 
in a changing situation If you 
want to be In the pink of health A 
trip with a stopover Is Indicated 
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W hile the city celebrates its ter¬ 
centenary with much fanfare, 
tucked away m a small apartment 
in Short Street, about 30 students along 
with their teachers are preparing for the 
25th birthday of their sthtxil on August 
31 Silently 

For the students of the Oral School for 
the Deaf, the only means of communica¬ 
tion IS silence And yet. “I feel the same as 
any normal person because I can talk,” 
says Gopal Bhattacharya, a computer 
professional and an ex-student, communi- 




Calcutta The mitial financial support came 
fi’om the Lions Club and Dunlop, who 
provided space for the school m their Free 
School premises They shifted to the 
present site in 1971 
According to Rita Joshi, the prmapal, 
who joined the school m 1%7 after having 
received speciabsed training m the field at 
Manchester Umversity, "Deafiness is 
usually inherited and chances are that, the 
first two issues are most likely to be 
affected Other causes are early attacks of 
polio or meningitis or overdose of drugs 


such as streptomycin ” 

What she laments most is the lack ol 
awareness of the problem m India. “It is 
unfortunate that most parents are mis¬ 
guided and develop complexes. When 
their children fail to respond to sound or 
talk, they are falsely reassured by rela¬ 
tions that their babies are late starters A 
lot of money is wasted on ENT specialists 
and speech therapists but there is no 
medic^ cure for sensory neural deafness 
All a therapist can do is teach a few words 
This way a lot of valuable time is lost 


Speaking Volumes 


eating in sign language “I don't under¬ 
stand why people keep staring at us when 
we talk in sign language. Or at our hearing 
aids ” “So many people wear spectacles 
Then why aren’t they being stared at’” 
asks Bum Kay ‘We are as normal as 
anyone else,” she emphasNes 

Walking into the classrooms at 4B, 
Short Street, one is amazed at the fnendb- 
ness of the students From the tiniest tot 
to the bubbly teenager, everyone greets 
you with a lovely smile and a “Hello, I am 
Bubla” or “I am Navneet ” "What’s your 
name’” they ask, trying to reach across 
and break the thin line that separates the 
hearing unpaired from their more fortun¬ 
ate friends 

Founded m 19t>4 by Dhun Adenwalla 
with a few students and staff of three, the 





Therefore the child should be referred to a 
school for the deaf immediately. Then the 
chances of speech recovery and improve¬ 
ment of voice quality are greater. The 
universal ratio of deahiess is one in a 1000 
and hence there should be regular screen¬ 
ings to check deafness in children." 

The children, being deprived of the 
sense of sound, usually develop a bvelier 
sense of colour. “All writing is illustrated. 
Everything is drawn in order to help give 
them a visual image to recall,” says Clutra 
Dhavie, who has been teaching here for 
the past sue years. Visual aids include real 
objects and pictures. Everything is con¬ 
cretised and hence nouns are blue, verbs 
are red, adjectives green and prepositions 
yellow. This helps in establishing a pat¬ 
tern. The child is taught to use every 
facility he has, including, sign language, bp 



reading and the Amencan finger spelbng 
(using only one hand) instead of the 
conventional Bntish system (using both 
hands). The medium of instruction is 
however, Engbsh, because of the cosmo¬ 
politan background of the students. The 
school IS affibated to ICSE and follows the 
prescribed syllabus. The only concession 
IS the exemption of second language and 
half an hour extra time during the examina¬ 
tions. Some of the students have had 
outstanding results. 

A fter havmg spent cloistered years in 
school, don’t the children have prob¬ 
lems adjusting to the outside world? "Not 
really’’, says Kumkumjalan,'a teacher. “In 
fact deaf children are very responsive and 
like to interact with people. Some of our 
ex-students have done very wel! for them¬ 


selves. Ah Hossein, holds a full-time job as 
a commercial artist in Lintas and also 
teaches commercial art in Jadavpur Uni¬ 
versity. Sumita Kar, is working as an art 
restorer in Victoria Memorial. Dinaz, one 

Mural done by the students of 
the Oral School 



llie Oral Scho ol for the 
Deaf is 25 years old this 
week. Nandita ChaudhurT 
found among its stuidents, 
both past and present, an 

indomitable will to 

overcome tlie sound 
barrier 


of the first students, has embarked on a 
career of teaching the deaf in Rhode island 
(in the US). So the common notion of 'deaf 
and dumb' is wholly incorrect and grossly 
prejudiced." 

Accordmg to Sheila Mandody. who is in 
charge of the secretarial course at the 
Buntain Education Centre, deaf students 
make good copy typists She took in a few 
students from the Oral School and “they 
seem fully equipped, almost like normal 
students, if not better. They are more 
conscientious and never waste time. Also, 
they are very friendly by nature and get 
along famously with the other students.” 
Sandeep Kedia is an outstanding example. 
With a speed of 40 words per minute, he 
has just appeared for the Pitman’s Ex¬ 
amination and Mrs Mandody is eagerly 
awaiting his results from London. 



A class in progress 


The Oral School, in addition to liavmg 
very well-trained teachers, is also well- 
equipped with auditory hearing machines 
which ampbfy sound in a group, audio¬ 
meter to test hearing and hearing aid 
analyser to check how well the hearing 
aids are working. Apart from the regular 
subjects, children are also taught mime 
and art. Right now, they are busy helpmg 
out with the mural they plan to contribute 
to the city’s tercentenary as part of then 
silver jubilee celebrations. "Our main 
problem is the lack of space, ’’ says Kum- 
kum Jalan "Though we have a very 
healthy teacher-student ratio of 1:4, we 
cannot admit more students for want of 
space.” Sadly lackmg are much-needed 
sports facibbes. 'file children are allowed 
to use the nearby St Xavier’s School 
grounds once in a week, which is hardly 
enough. 

Under the auspices of the Oral School, 
Zarm Chaudhun, founded The Action Play¬ 
ers in 1973, the only company of deaf 
performers in India, (iver the years they 
have staged some very good productions, 
including .S'en.se it Nonsense, Prime Time 
Mime, You Light Up My Life and very 
recently, Satyajit Ray’s Patol Babu, Film 
Star As part of their silver jubilee, the 
children be putting up h'unny Folk for 
the television audience. "We want fieople 
to know that deaf people can do something 
too,” says Bum Ray of The Action Play¬ 
ers, who has trained for a month at the 
National Theatre of the Deaf at Chester, 
US. 

Ritu Joshi, after watching Mandy, a 
icovie about a deal girl, was so moved that 
sne decided to devote her time to teaching 
deaf children. She feels that the under¬ 
standing and support of the parents, 
"especially the mother, is essentia! for the 
progress of a deaf child. ” The Oral School 
has also opened a weekly clirac on Satur¬ 
days, where counsel is given to parents ot 
deaf children. But the most impc-tant 
thing IS that deaf people be given an 
understanding ear, for beneath their silent 
extenor, lies a muid bubblmg with enthu¬ 
siasm and fnendliness, just waiting to be 
’heard.’ ■ 





















PANORAMA 


T h«7 dfSKnded into the Valiev of 
Deboldtion in Roseau DominKa 
where almost nothmK lives Noxious 
fumes seeping from the earth had stained 
the bare rocks brown yellow ind red 
Minerals leaihing to the surfm made 
what water there was run milkv white or 
ink black Vents m the groiuid roaied like 
jet engines 

I hen up one list hill around a bend 
and we sUhkI exhausted looking down 
into Boiluig Lake says Robert Booth m 
his portrait of Dominin the Canbbeans 
mounttinous i-.land slate in the Njtiondl 
(teogtjphu 

Although m my of Uominica s <i9() 
square mile s are clad in opulent shades of 
woodland green Boding Lake is a 
favoiiitd destination for many of the is 
land s mori adventurous visitors The site 
IS aitiially a flooded fumerole i voleanie 
hole More than 2(X) tt across it is the 
largest of its kind in the world Ihe 
10 mile round trip i limb to reach it passes 
near the centic of the 17 000 acre Mome 
Irois Pitons National I’ark where the 
island s violent prehistory still periolates 
We set out early from the village of 
l^udat d< touting around litoiis (lorgc 
an ancient vokanii fissure with a waterfall 
at one end that strung swimming can 
reiih Booth sd>s 
Bfxith s ixirtv included photographer 
Bruie l)al< ind his wife Joyie As they 
moved d« ejier into Ihe forest they heard 
the hauntingly pure two note i all of the 
silfleur montigne or mountain whistler 
I he shy bird seemed to be keeping pate 
with them though they never caught sight 
of It 

Wt had to watch where we put our 
feet but It was impossible not to stop aim 
l(K)k up at the giants of the ram forest 
huge gommicr trees their smooth thick 
trunks nsmg like stone pillars 120 ft above 
the forest floor and equally spectacular 
chatdigniei trees anchored by massive 
buttress roots 

Ihe party paused for a bite and a 
breather at Breakfast River and checked 
their umteens 1 his was the last potable 
water thev would encounter hrom there 
they would scale 1 0(K) ft Mome Nicholls 
and then descend mto the Valley of 
Desolation Already there was a hmt of 


' .--c'• 

Massive and rainswept, this Caribbean island has ebanfed little . - v. 
since Columbus sailed past on Sunday, November 3,1493, and ^ 

christened it Dominica for the Lord’s Day. Towering mountains ^ 
that define this paradise of nature also create a barrier to 
agriculture and a difficult life for island inhabitants 't,'* 

















sulphur in the air The trees grew smaller 
as thev climbed, giving way finally to the 
stunted fokage known as elfin woodland 
"I understood British author Alec 
Waugh s reaction to Dominica and its 
dominant colour," says Booth "He had 
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never thought of green as beuig a colour 
that could dazzle you... that a single colour 
could combuie so many vaneties of tone 
and texture. It did so now, everywhere I 
looked-—except for a steaming slice of 
landscape below us." 

After a difficult downhill scramble, they 


Simple pleasures suffice for Dominican children home from 
school in the mountain village of Petite Savanne. The village has 
^ '#•, long specialised in producing oil from bay leaves, an extract 
used in making cologne, but the market in the United States and 
Western Europe can absorb only limited quantities 
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Bolh.challenauigand _ 

I Uiat’s D ominica 

in the Caritaheaps 


entered the aptly named valley, which was 
devoid of bfe. “The noise and fumes 
suddenly brought to mind an incongruous 
unage—the .New Jersey Turnpike as it 
passes Newark Airport.” Finally, after 
climbing one last hill and going around a 
bend, they stood at the edge of Boiluig 
Lake. 

"At first all we could see was a cloud of 
steam. Then a puff of wind revealed the 
bubbling, belchuig, gray cauldron. The 
world’s largest Jacuzzi, 1 thought, but a bit 
too warm for comfort. There is a tale of an 
unfortunate visitor who fell in and wa.s 
quickly poached. ’ 

The party bloke out peanut-buttei 
.sandwiclie.s to go with their celebratory 
rum punch, complete with freshly grated 
nutmeg. “Cietting to the lake had been half 
the fun. and now seeing it was the other 
half. Which means the trek was no fun at 
all." 

.Not all of ftominica is such a strenuous 
challenge. Snorkelers have only to jump 
into the water, just about anywhere, for a 
glunpse of the undersea life that surrounds 
the island. Scuba gear allows a deejier look 
at the coral gardens, sheer undersea walls 


and windowpane visibility that led a US 
diving magazine to extol Dominica as one 
of the top dive spots in the world. 

Booth’s underwater guide, De^k 
Perryman, tapped him and pointed to 
something above them. "Silhouetted 
against the shining surface was a lone 
translucent squid. It remained motionless 
as we approached and let us stroke it for a 
few moments before it jetted aito the blue 
distance Back on board, Derek said that 
in all his years of divuig, a squid had never 
allowed him to get so close." 

Back on land. Booth met Lennox Hon- 
ychurch. a 37-year-old historian, author, 
artist, television talk-show host and for¬ 
mer member of parliament. Honychurch is 
restoring the IHth-century rum of Fort 
Shirley atop the C'abnts headland that 
stands j{uard over Pnnce Ruperts Bay, 
Dominica’s finest harbour. 

(In a nde toward the rum m a four- 
wheel-dnve pickup, they wound along the 
coast, passmg through a siring of small 
villages "Always there were more people 
on the road than vehicles," says Booth. 
"Everyone seemed to know Lennox, who 
stopped whenever he was flagged for a 
lift—one of the reasons be is unmensely 
txipular." 

The fort Itself is an impressive complex, 
with seven gun batteries and quarters for 
tiOO men Restoration is complete on 
several of the stone buildings, though 
many more aw,ait. Honychurch says the 
installation, built with slave labour, was 
such a deterrent that it was never involved 
m a battle. 

"Long before the fort, ships regularly 
stopped here to take on fresh water," he 
told Booth. "Drake, llawkms, Nel.son — 
they all came here. The Jamestown set¬ 
tlers stayed two days before s.ailirig for 
Virginia. ” 

History will soon repeat itself, but this 



I. 


Jewel of 17,000-8cre Morne Trois Pitons National Park, 
Emerald Pool and its cascade delight both Dominicans and 
tourists. Trails ascend into tropical rain forest, part of the 
greatest expanse remaining in the (Zaribbean islands. 
Dominica’s rocky coast, however, offers few beaches to 
sunseekers 



tmie ships will be unloadmg, when con¬ 
struction of a new cniise-ship dock is 
completed. Tourism is a subject that 
Honychurch views with caution, saymg 
that Dominica should never become like 
Antigua, with its casmos and free ports, 
"prostitutmg our island to anybixiy who 
can flash a bttle money," 

Dominica, m his view, is a rural farming 
community “People cannot expect it to 
provide them with the U.S lifestyle the, 
see on TV. When Donunicans talk about 
their standard of living, they don't tend to 
take into account natuial things, like being 
able to dive into a nver and dnnk the 









water they’re swimming in ” 

Honychurch sees Dominica as standing 
at a crossroads. "We must be wise in the 
decisions we take." he says. "There is a 
certain fragileness to eveiAlhing you see 
here in terms of pobtical, economic, and 
social stability It is rather like the crust of 
a pie: If something goes w’long. it could 
quite easily collapse " 

As nch as Dijminica is m natural be.iuty. 
It IS economically impoverished-—a condi¬ 
tion due in large part to its mountainous 
geogr aphy Dominica, 29 miles long and 13 
wide, IS a vertical land, the Canbbean's 
most mountainous island, with volcanic 
peaks nsmg nearly .S,(X)() ft. 

It is high enough to create its own 
weather, so Dominica is also the wettest 
island, receiving .300 inches of ram a year 
in some areas. With freshwater lakes and 
365 nvers (one for every day of the year. 
It IS said), Dominica actually exports water 
to Its dner neighbours. 

The climate, along with the island’s 
mostly rocky and therefore mostly beach¬ 
less coastlme, has prevented the estab¬ 
lishment of big-time tourism. The 300 
hotel rooms are never full, and at present 
no island airport can accommodate stan¬ 
dard commercial jets. 

Instead, agriculture forms the backbone 
of the economy Just about anything (in¬ 
cluding fence posts) will take root in the 
nch volcanii soil. But tarmmg the moun- 
t,nn slopes is backbreaking, often a break¬ 
even proposition at best. And so Dominica 
IS also one of the pixirest islands m the 


Caribbean. 

Yet, the mountains that make hfe so 
hard shield one of the world’s last oceanic 
rain forests. 'I’hey also shield Dominica’s 
culture from the shock of rapid develop¬ 
ment Indeed, for good or ill, the moun¬ 
tains m large measure define the island, 
protectmg it and inhibiting it. And it was 
ever thus 

Chnstopher Columbus discovered the 
island durmg his second New World 
voyage. He named it Dominica in honour 
of the Lord’s Day. The fleet found no 
suitable anchorage along the rugged wind¬ 
ward coast and sailed north without land- 
mg, but the island made a lastmg impress¬ 
ion. One expedition member reported: 
“Dominica is remarkable for the beauty of 
Its mountains and the amenity of its 
verdure and must be seen to be bebeved. ’ 
Columbus on his return to Spam descnbeo 
the island to Ferdinand and Isabella by 
placing before them a crumpled sheet of 
paper. 

For the next two centuries, European 
powers mainly avoided Dominica in favour 
of easier prizes. Durmg the 17()0s it 
bounced between French and British con¬ 
trol, with Bntam securing permanent pos¬ 
session in 1805. 

The French left their mark, however: 
Today most of the 83,000 residents, 
nearly all descended from Afncan slaves of 
European planters, are Roman Cathobc. 
And though Engbsh is the official language, 
most citizens also speak a French patois. 
Bntain finally granted fiill independence on 


November 3, 1978, the 485th anniversar! 
of Columbus' visit. 

Today the fickle wmds of global econo 
mics threaten the island’s pnncipal source 
of mcome. With its steep terrain and smal 
plots, Dommica cannot compete with agri 
business operations like those m Colombi; 
and Ecuador. So for many years Great 
Bntam has bought Dominica’s bananas at ; 
premium, out of consideration for its lorif 
colonial relationship. But m 1992 Wester r 
Europe is set to become a smgle econoniK 
entity—essentially without borders. For 
Dommica, that is a potential catastrophe 

Although not all believe Bntam woulc 
abandon Dommica in the new economw. 
order, the island government is usmg the 
spectre of 1992 to prod fanners to diver¬ 
sify and bring their production costs down. 

In the forest one day. Booth and his 
1 ompanions heard a distmcbve, hoarse call 
and then caught sight of a bird wmgmg by 
them in a flash of green. It was Awazona 
anpenabs, the impenal, or Sisserou, par¬ 
rot— among the largest and lovebest par¬ 
rots in the world. 

The Sisserou is found only in Dommica, 
where there may be as few as 60 left in the 
wild. The island has adopted the great bmd 
as Its national symbol. 

“It’s an appropriate choice, because 
both bird and nation share the gift of rare 
beauty,” says Booth. “They also share 
something else—a dauntmg struggle for 
survival. ’’ 

(National Geographic News Service) 



I t’s showtime here with Raimyan agam 
in the air No, it's not the same old 
story. This time it is written by an 
insider Sita. Versmg her mtnguing t^e is 
a poet from 16th century Bengal. Chandra- 
bati Devn. 

Here Sita isn’t the docile, coy nymphet 
of Doordarshan who weeps pretty and 
profusely at her husband’s feet and begs 
him to send her into exile Instead, she is a 
loner, in search of her identity, who 
muses: “I am just a bunch of moss swept 
across by the river’s current ” 

Small wonder then that this alternate 
version of the epic has been silenced down 
the years for seeming “incomplete” and 
“insignificant” to historians, says poet and 
scholar, Nabaneeta Dev Sen, who unear¬ 
thed the text and is all set to bnng it to 
limelight 

Literary sources say that Chandrabati 
Devi was bom m Mymensingh district of 
erstwhile East Bengal Her father, Dwi 
jbanshi Das, was a scholar and author of 
one of the versions of the Manasa/nanjjaf 
On the day she was to marry Jayananda, 
her lover smce childhood, she came to 
know that he had forsaken her for another 
woman Overcommg her gnef and with 
her father’s inspiration, she chose to de 
vote her Me to learning and wnting Apart 
from the hardly known Ramayan she also 
wrote two very popular ballads, Molua and 
Dasyu Kenaram 

Her Ramayan has many startling vana 
tions, according to Dev Sen Chandrabati 
retells the story with the first episode 
devoted to Sita’s birth and the next de 
scribing the birth of Ram, thus inverting 
the conventional chronology at the very 
beginning Sita’s remembrances of her 
childhood, marriage, love Me and abduc 
tion, her days ui exile and her final entry 
into the fire are also covered 
This Ramayan does not help Janaka tp 
find Sita while plougliing the field Instead, 
the poet rejects this sexual metaphor and 
brings her heroine into the fictive world 
through .Mandcxian’s miraculous concep¬ 
tion where even Ravan has no part to play 
Ihis immaculate conception takes place 
after Mandadan dnnks a magic potion 
made up of the blood of sages 
The narrative moves over from one 
woman to another, who play key roles in 
each of the episodes It begins with Man- 
dodan and passes on to Sata (wife of the 
fisherman who finds Sita and takes her 
nome) Sata in turn takes Sita to the wife 
of Kmg Janaka The action is then taken 
over from the good women to the evil 
ones Kaikeyee, Manthara and Kukuya 
(Kaikeyee’s daughter) who initiate Ram’s 
banishment and later Sita’s exile In the 
end again, with mjusbce meted out to her 
from her husband, his clan and kingdom it 
IS the Earth Mother Basumati who finally 
gives hei shelter and peace In fact, there 


IS such a change m perspective that Dev 
Sen feels the concept of the anti-hero, 

Ravan. is displaced by that of the anti- 
heroine Kukuya 

The war between Ram and Ravan is 
dismissed in a few lines and Sita’s ex- 
penences are dealt with in detail Her 
complete biological life-cycle and such 
female experiences as pregnancy and 
child buth are closely descnbed Chandra¬ 
bati even calls Ram 'a jealous impulsive 
and unfair husband’,’ a “poor king” and a 
“poor father” 

The 
Feminist 



A peep into Nabaneeta 
Dev Sen^s research on the 
eternal woman 


Sita 


Sen Like other epics, this one too has 
acquired its present form through the 
mediation of performer singers in the vil 
lages who were almost exclusively males 
and their interpolations may have resulted 



Unlike most versions of the epic this 
one has hardly borrowed from either Val 
miki or Knttibas But there are sections 
where the poet suddenly switches over to 
the male point of view To account for 
this, one has to look mto the history oi the 
transmission of the text, explams Dev 


in the changes It shows that Chandraba 
ti’s poem with the dissenting female voices 
was considered a threat important enough 
to require such alterations and this itself is 
a triumph of the subversive bitayana 

Sarmistha Dutta Gupta 
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7 DAYS 



All Informitlongivtn 
onthaiepagsi Is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press. 


REGULAR snows 


Hindi Films 


• AaJ Ka Arjun: Pdnidise 
(Bentmck Street; 285442). M.ijes- 
tic (Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Koad 
244266), Krishna (T C. Dutta 
Street: 250437). Jagat (Acharya 
Prafuila Chandra Road; 365108), 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani: 311522), 
Basusree (S.R Mukheoee Road, 
484808). Pnya (Rashbehan Ave¬ 
nue; 464440), Madhuban (Regent 
Park). 

A film by K C Bokadia, .stamng 
megastar Amitabh Rachchan along 
with Jaya Prada and Radhika. Tlie 
music IS by Bappi Lahin. 

• Aashiqul: Orient (Bentmck 
Street, 281917)—4 shows. 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star- 
nng debutants Anu Agarwal and 
Rahul Roy The music is by 
Nadeem Shravan 

• Amba: Opera (Lenin Sarani, 
281849), Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kid¬ 
wai Road; 244822), Moonlight 
(T.C. Dutta Street; 254956), 
Khanna (Acharya Prafufla Chandra 
Road, 552932), Indira (Indra Roy 
Road; 471757) 

Shabana Azmi, Anil Kapoor and 
Meenakshi Seshadn play the lead 
m the Mohan Kumar film The 
music IS by Laxmtkant Pyarelal. 

• DH; Metro (Chownnghce Ro.id, 
280141), Milra (Bidhan Sarani, 
551133)-^ shows. 

Directed by Indra Kumar and 
with music by Anand Milmd, the 
film stars Aamir Khan, Madhun 
Dixit and Anupam Kher 

• Jawani Zlndabad: Jyoti 
(Lenin Sarani: 241132), Kalika 
(Sadananda Road; 4)8141). Pur- 
nasree (Raja Raj Kissen Street, 
554033), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road; 277273), Lilicrty (Chittaran- 
jan Avenue; 553046; -4 shows; 
Menoka (Sarat Chitterjee Avenue; 
410417)—noon; AlocI haya (Be- 
kaghata Main Road, 3.35059)—3 
shows. 

Aanur Khan, Farha and Kader 
Khan are the chief atti actions in 
this film, directed by Aniii Bhatt. 
The music is by Anand Milind. 

• Jeevan Ek Sanghursb: Elite 
(S.N. Bancijee Road; 241383), 
Talkie Show House (Stubdas Bha-' 
dun Street; 552270)—4 shows: 
Gem (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road; 249828), Menoka 
(Sarat Chatterjee Avenue; 
410417)—3 shows. 

Anil Kapoor and Meenakshi 


Seshadri are the lead pair in this 
film, directed by Rahul Rawail. 
The music is by Laxmikant 
Pyarelal. 

• Jungle Love: Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue; 272473)—4 
shows. 

Directed by V. Menon, the film 
stars newcomers Kirti Singh ;and 
Rocky. The music is by Anand 
Mibnd. 

• Mera Patl Slrf Mera Hal: 

Roxy (Chowringhee Place; 
284138)—4 shows. 

A social entertainer, stamng 
Jeetendra, Rekha, Radhika. Anu¬ 
pam Kher and Utpal Dutt. The film 
IS directed by Manobala and the 
music IS by Anand Milind. 


Bengali Films 


• Badnaam; Prachi (Acharya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road, 
271282)—2, 5. 7.45. 

Shibu Mittra's maiden Bengali 
directorial venture, starring 
Prasenjit, Neelam and Shakti 
Kapoor The music is by Bappi 
Lahui 

• Bhangagara: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani; 558080)—2.15, .5.15, 8, 
Puma (S.P. Mukerjee Road; 
474.567)—2.30, 5.30, 8.15 

Dffected by Guru Bagchi, the 
mam attracbons of this film are 
Prasenjit, Satabdi Roy, Deepankar 
De, Subhendu Chatterjee, Debika 
Mukherjee and Rajeshwan Roy 
Choudhury. The music is by 
Ravindra Jam. 

• Debate (A): Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani: 552753), Bijoli (S P 
Mukheijee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
352740)—2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Victor Banerjee, Debashree 
Roy, Dihp Roy, Anup Kumar, Kali 
Banerjee, Indram Haider, Aijun 
Chakraborty and Ranjit Mulbck 
comprise the mam cast. The film is 
directed by Abhijit Sen and the 
music IS by R.D. Burman. 

• Jeeban Sangee: Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani; 55341,3), Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 359561), 
Bharati (S.P. Mukhetjee Road; 
474686)—1, 4, 7. 

Tapas Paul and Archana Joglekar 
are the lead pair. Also starring are 
Deepankar De, Shakuntala Barua, 
Kali Banerjee, Gita Dey and 
Soumitra Chatteijee. The film is 
directed by Ravi Kinagi and the 
musk IS by Mrinal Banerjee. 

• PapI: Uttara (Bidhan Saram: 
552200), Ujjala (Russa Road; 
478666)—2.45, 5.45, 8.30; Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
350680)—2.30, 5.30, 8.30. 

A film by Ptabhat Roy, starring 
Chiraijjeet, Debashree, Deepank¬ 
ar, Indrani, Kaushik, Pallabi and 
Abhisbek. The musk is by Babul 
Bose. 




TRAVEL 


• Ghucr Boa: Radha (Bidhan 
Satan; 553045), Purabi (M^ima 
Gandhi Road; 3506S0), Ujjala 
(Ruaaa Road; 478866>—3 shows. 


I oil'it;n 1 iltns 


• Ejrowltaeos (A): Chaplin 
(Corporation Place)—12, 3, 6, 
&30. 

A re-relitase of thia hit murder 
mystery. 

• iBherttance (A): Globe 
(Lindsay Street; 296665)—4 
shows. 

A tale of Intrigue and deceit 
staniiw Anthony Quinn and Domi¬ 
nique Sanda. 

• Mona Um (A): Jamuna (Mar¬ 
quis Street; 243715)^ shows. 

A tale about London’s swinging 
life, starring Bob Hoskins and 
Cathy Tyson. 

• Police Academy 4: New 

Empire (Humayun Place; 
291299)—12, 3, 6, 8.30. 

The fourth of a series which is 
beginning to took stale. 

• Sirocco (A): Lighthouse 
(Humayun Place; 291051)—12, 3, 
6. 8.30. 


Spocinl livwits 


26-30 August; 3 pm—S pm . 

The 29th annual exhibition by 
the members of the Academy of 
Fme Arts’ Children Studio, in the 
Central and South galleries. 

26—3l August: 3 pm—S pm 

An exhibition of paintings by the 
students of Silence Trauiing Insti¬ 
tute m the New South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

26 August onwards: 3 pm—8 
pm 

An exhibition of Ganesh Pyne's 
Impressions till September 2. 

At Galetie 88 (28B Shakespeare 
Sarani). 

26 August: 6 pm 

Swar Vandana presents a 
Mushaira, featuring Dr Bashir 
Badra, Dr Wasim Bareivi, Muquar- 
rab Hussam, Kunwar Zaved, Vi- 
quar Nagri, Arfa Shabnam and 
Saklam Haider. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani: 449086/432197).. 

26 August: 6.30 pm 

Abhinay will stage two one-act 
plays, Bhookhe Bhiiian Na Hoye 
Goaala (by Sagar Sarhadi) and 
K» Btja (by Safdar Hashmi), 
(krected by PraUp Jaiswal. 

At Kala Mandir (B) 
(Shakespeare Sarani; 449086/ 
432197). 

1 Soptember: 6 pm 

The Calcutta Enaemhle’s 13tb 
annual progra m me indudes a tri¬ 
bute to Ifamaata MnUiopatBiyay 
and songs of thp world and Indian 
foBcdmoes. 

At Stair Mancha (Acharya Jaga- 
diah Chandra Bose Road). ^ 


PrintMl hwr* is th« ngulmr Indian Airlinas scho- 
dula. But th# aehadula haa baan curtailod duo to 
tha grounding of ita Airbua A320 float. Passon- 
gara ara adviaod to kaop track of announca- 
monts mada by Indian AMInaa in tha prana. For 
aaaiatanco, thay may contact 262948, 262688, 
286869, 262417. 869433, 669841/2/3/4/8 and 
669633. 


I’l.'ines 


NOT6: All arrival and do-, 
paitura timaa aro for Cal¬ 
cutta. FIguraa in braekata 
denote tha daya, 1 being 
Monday. 


Inti'm.'iliDiial 


Londoa-Dellil-Caieutta: Arr. 

(1) : AI-132/A1-1320 at 1300 
Calcntta-Bombay-London- 
New Yoric: Dep. (2); AI-101 at 
0240. 

Caleatta-Bombay-Dnbai; Dep. 

(2) : Al-lOVAI-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcntta-Bangkok- 
’lUtyo: Air. (5); AI-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Takyo-Baagkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 1935. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Nsw York: Dep. (6); AI-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 

Calcutta-Delhl-Paris-Loadon; 
Dep. (7): A1-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Calcntta-Delhi-Rome- 
Piankflirt: Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-Loadon-Delhi- 
Calcotta: Arr. (7): A1-112/AI- 
1122 pt 0340. 

Frankfurt-Rome-Delhi- 
Calcntta: Arr. (1): AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep. 
(4). SU-538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta: Arr. (1. 4)- 
iy-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1, 4): R]-I81 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Siagapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) ; 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Caicutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2, 4. 
7): lC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3. 6): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1, 3, 6) 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Dcihi-Caicutta-Dhaka; Arr. 
(6): IC-843 at 07.‘)5: Dep. (6): 
lC-84.) at (I8.''>3. 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Oelhi: Arr 

(h): lC-tH44 at lll.i: Dep. (6i- 
1C-844 at 121.5. 

Cakatta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1. 

6) ; RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6, 

7) ; IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1, 6):. 
RA-213 at 1150, Air. (2; 4, 6, 7); 
lC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dep. (1,2.3,4.6,7): BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5):BG-098 at 1820, 
Dep (1,7): IC-223 at 1340. Dep. 
( 2 .^, 6 ); IC-223 at 1640. 


Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (daily). 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG4)95 at 
1840, Arr. (1.2,3.4,6.7): BG-093 
at 1540. Arr. (5); BG-097 at 1740. 
Arr, (1.7) lC-224 at 1540. Arr. 

(2.4.6). IC-224 at 1840. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. 

(2.5): BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1330 

CUttagong-Calcutta: Air. (2. 
5); BG-697 at 1330. Ait. (6): 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep. (2) Kb- 
106 at 0900: Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


JUr4nMm ^ ='9^ 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (7). Al- 
1651 at 0500 

Deihi-Calcutta: Arr. (1) AI- 
1320 at 1300: Arr. (7): Ai-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. ( 2 ): AI- 
101 at 0240: Dep. (6) AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5). AI- 
306 at 181.5. 

Ifsdtan Airffnc* 

Caicutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700; 
Arr. (daily). 1C-401 at 1135 and 
iC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1955 and IC-176 at 0855: 
Arr. (daily); IC-274 at 1855 and 
lC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily). 
IC-265 at 1700: Arr. (daily)- IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-271 at 1500; Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-272 at 2025, 
Calcutta-Viug-Madras: Dep 

(1.2.4.6) . IC-542 at 0730: Arr. 
’(1)’; IC-541 at 0945, Air. (2,4,6); 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwahati; Dep. (dai¬ 
ly)- lC-229 at 1250; Ait. (daily) 
lC-230 at 1550. 

Caicutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : IC-201 at 1130: Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : lC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2.4)- IC-202 at !5(K). 

Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhat - 
Guwahati - Calcutta; Dep 

(3.5.7) ; 1C 213 at i0.)U. Arr. 

(3.5.7) : lC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta • Guwahati - Dima- 
pur; Dep. (1.3,5.b). IC-219 at 
1120: AiT.(1.3.5.6).lC-22Ual 1600 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): lC-221 at 1100: Arr. (daily); 
IC-222 at im 


'Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (dai¬ 
ly)- IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.0 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep (3..5.6.7) 
1C-243 at 0600. Dep. (1)' IC-242 
at 1400; Arr (daily)' IC-242 at 
0900, Arr (2.4) IC-244 at 1600. 
Arr. (3.5. 6,7)- IC-244 at 1020. 
Arr. (!)■ IC-244 at 1600 
Calcutta- Silchar- Imphal: 
Dep. (daily); IC-255 at 0600; Arr. 
I (daily); lC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) : IC-269 at 1710: Arr. 
(a 5,6): IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad; Dep. 

(1.2.7) ; IC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) : IC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 
(2,4): IC-285 at 0545 ; Arr. (2.4). 

, lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta ■ Port Blair • Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1): IC-287 at 
0545; Arr. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi • Patna 
Lucknow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-410 at 0830; Air. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-409 at 1510. 

Vmymioot 

Calcutta-Agartala-Imphal: 

Dep. (1,3.5): PF-727 at 0530; Arr. 

(1.3.5) : PF-728 at 1120. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 
Dep. (7): PF-729A at 0550: Arr 
(7) PF-730A at 1050. 
Calcutta-Shlllong-Guwahati- 
Calcutta; Dep. (1.3.5.7)- PF; 

701 at 1140; Ait. (1.3.5,7): PF- 

702 at 1615. 

Calcutta • Agartala - Kamal- 
pur • Kailasnar • Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. (2.4.6). PF-729at 
0550: Arr. (2,4,6). PF-730 at 
1040 

Calcutta - Silchar - Shillong - 
Guwahati - Silchar - (^ilcutta; 

Dep. (2,4.6): PF-70I at 1100; Ait. 

(2.4.6) : PF-702 at 1715. 
Caicutta-Rourkela: Dep. (1, 3, 
5): PF-715 at 0600; Arr. (1, 3. 5); 
PF-716 at 0855. 

Calcutta - Guwahati • Jorhat- 
Lilabaii - Dibrugarh - Tezu; 
Dep. (2,6)- PF-7()9 at 0815; Arr. 

(2.6) : PF-710 at 1840. 

Calcutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat - Lllabari - Dibru¬ 
garh: Dep. (4) PF-709 at 0815; 
Arr. (4): PF-710 at 1750. 
Calcutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat - Lilabari - Dibru¬ 
garh - Tezu: Dep. (7)- PF-709 at 
0600; Arr. (7): PF-710 at 1705. 
Calcutta - Agartala: Dep 
(1.3,5): PF-729A at 1130 Arr. 











Oapartura 
Up TIiihi 

2311 19-00 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-30 


EASTERN RAILWAY 

Howrah 

Mhl-Kallui Mall 
Amrltaar Mall 
Bombay Mall via Allahabad 
Air-Cond (Naw Dalhi) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 
Dap—Tues, Thufs & Sat 
Arr—Wed Fri & Sun 
Alr-Cond. (Naw Dalhl) Ex- 
piaaa via Patna 
Dap—Mon Wed Fri & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 
RaJdhanI Expraaa 5 days a 


Arrival 
Tima Dn 

8-30 2312 

8-05 3006 

13-15 3004 

18-00 2382 


18-00 2304 


11-00 2302 


Dap—Mon Tues Thurs Fri 8 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sal 4 
Sun 


2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fri & Sat 

At— Tues Wed a Sat 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Qorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon a Thurs 

Arr—Thors a Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Ooon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-15 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchan)unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Exprast 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black DIamotKl Expraaa 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jsmstpur TrI-wkiy Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sat 

Arr—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Qwallor) Tri¬ 
weekly Supairiast Express 

Dep—Thurs Sal 4 Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed 4 Thors 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 
Det^Tues 4 Wed 

Arr—Sat 4 Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Oep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Qorakhpur Express 

Dep 4 Arr—Sunday 

Sealdah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Darleellng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

16-^ 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 
Chlwpra Express fri waakly 
Dep 4 Arr—Wed Fri 4 Son 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

4-30 

5166 


Dapartura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY I Arrival 
Up Tima Hoofrmh tlma On 

6003 20-45 Madraa Mall 6-45 60(V 

8002 20-00 Bombay Mall via Nagpur 7-25 8001 

2860 13-10 GWan)all (Bombay) Expraaa 14-30 2851 

8034 21-00 Ahmadabad Expraaa 4-30 8032 

8030 12-05 Bombay Expraaa via Nagpur » 15-15 8021 

2841 14-45 Coromandal (Madraa) Ex- 11-30 2841 

praaa 

2811 22-35 Bangalora Expraaa 13-45 2811 

Dep—Tues 
Arr—Sun 

8013 17-30 Tata Staal Expraaa 10-20 8014 

8011 6-10 lapat Expraaa 21-45 8011 

8005 21-40 Smbalpur Expraaa 6-55 800( 

8015 21-15 Ranchi Hatia Expraaa 6-05 SOU 

8007 22-15 Puri Expraaa 5-30 8001 

8409 19-20 Jagannath (Puri) Expraaa 7-45 841C 

2821 5-55 Dhaull (Bhubanaawar) Ex- 21-20 2821 

piUM 

8079 23-15 TIrupatl Expraaa 4-15 8080 

8045 11-30 Eaat Coaat (Hydarabad) Ex- 14-45 8046 

praaa 

8017 16-45 Purulla Expraaa 11-20 8018 

Oep—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 

2602 22-35 Quwahatl • Howrah • TrIvan- 22-15 — 

drum Central Expraaa 

Morxiay only 

— 14-10 Trivandrum Cantrai • Howrah 13-45 2601 

• Quwahatl Expraaa 
Saturday only 

— 14-10 Cochin Harbour Tarmlnua- 13-45 2649 

Quwahatl Waakly Expraaa 

(via Visakhapalnam 5 Howrah) 

Thursday only 

2650 22-35 Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 22-15 — 

Tarmlnua Weekly Express 
(via Howrah & Visakhapalnam) 

Saturday only 

2652 22-35 Cochin Harbour Terminus 13-45 2651 

Supariast Express (via 
Visakhapalnam & Madras) 

Dep—Fri & Sun 
Arr—Tues & Fri 

2674 22-35 Quwahatl-Bangalora City 22-15 — 

Weakly Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

— 14-10 Bangalora CHy-Ouwahatl 13-45 2673 

WsaMy Express (via Howrah 
& Cuttack) 

Monday only 

2610 22-35 Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter- 22-15 — 

minus Waakly Express (vm 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

— 14-10 Cochin Harbour Terminus- 13-45 2809 

Patna Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


ENQUIRIES: For round the dock intarmallon of Eastern Ra ilwa y 
trains, plaasa dial 203545-54 for In-comliM trains: aOM3S44 far 
aH other Information, for Informa M an about ta aarvall en a on 
Eaatam and South Eastam Rallwaya tialna, dW 201500 (Bom 0 
am to 0 pm on w aa k daya and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 











SHOVEL PASS! "Sc-o-ral" cHM tfw announcar ‘‘F-o-u-ll’' criaa 
tha goalla Draw llnaa dot to dot to compMa pictura 


a ^ERO OUTPUT' To your present age. add your age 
one year from rraw Add nine Divide by'two Subtract 
your present age plus live Answer is zero 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



mk 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’’ Thera are at least si» diller- 
ences in drawing detass between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you Imd them’ Check answers with those below 

Boimiuj SI ISHOMS 9 Hrtiauip » parnosaM 9 lauaws si ismiis » 
lueiauipsiuoidv C BuisSmi si dajis z luaiseip ir«*qi«nu mhoh i 



CROSS-NUMBER CHALLENGE 
It may be said of a certain number 
in the diagram above that H and 
all numbers in a Htm radiating from 
It (In its several locations) ara cros¬ 
sed out, all 36 numbers can be 
eUmlnated 

Unas may radiate across, verti¬ 
cally or diagonally Example Hno 
i1 In the lop row Is crossed out, then 
.4,e,8,3 and 2 would be removed, 
'also 9 and 3, etc, and numbers 
tanning out Itom other 1's viiould be 
out simiiarty 

Which ol the 10 numbers elimln-' 
ate all ol the others? 

« op sw 01 wxuns 


a GEM JOSTLE: Names of 
four different ~Bemetonaa 
found In m'iady's iewel 
boK are anssrammad in 
tha disBram below. That is 
to say, lattars of each 
flam's nama ara scram- 
Mad. You ara asked to put- 
zla them out 
Hint: Stones from top 
down ara flanaraiiy praan, 
blua, ofaar and rad, raapac- 
thraiy.—Thair namae? 

-jiS pin •puDunp MJMddlT'iisuwg 



FUNSPOT 



CLOSE-UPI Hay there. Bozo, back oftl Color iMa close-up of Bozo 
the clown. Color coda: 1—Red 2—Lt blue. 3—Yellow. 4—LL brown. 


1 SPELLBINDER t|| 




SCORE 10 points for usinp oM tht 

• 


two complete words 




MONETARY 








THEN score I points each lor all 




lound among the letters 




Try te score at least M peintt. 




Abu UMUO S|QIM(U 

































S usanta Das, Calcutta-13, 
asks, “What IS 
Semaphore'? 

Before electric telegraphy 
was invented various de¬ 
vices for visual signalling, 
known as telegraphs or 
‘semaphores, were in use 
They were large mechanical 
structures placed on hills or 
open sites where they could 
easily be seen and often 
had movable arms whose 
position could be changed 
according to a code One of 
the earliest was invented by 
a Frenchman named 
Claude Chappe in 1792 
and consisted of an upright 
post with movable wooden 
arms and hands which could 
be arranged in different 
ways and were capable of 
sending as many as 192 
signals 

A similar system was used 
in England to send mes¬ 
sages between coastal sta¬ 
tions During the Napoleonic 
wars however when inva¬ 
sion from France was 
feared a different device 
was used by which mes¬ 
sages could be sent quickly 
between the Admiralty and 
the naval ports of Deal Port¬ 
smouth Plymouth and Yar¬ 
mouth It consisted of two 
large rectangular vertical 
wooden frames each di¬ 
vided horizontally into three, 
in each of which an octagon¬ 
al plate could be set either 
upright to fill the frame, or flat 
to leave It empty The six 
frames could thus be 
arranged in 64 different 
ways This device gave Its 
name to several Telegraph 
Hills in the south of England, 
such as those at New Cross 
and Swanscombe 
From 1832 a third type of 
telegraph a Prussian de¬ 
vice was in use on the Con¬ 
tinent It resembled three 
double railway signals 
mounted on a vertical post, 
which arranged at different 
angles could send as many 
as 4 096 different signals 
The Semaphore code in 
use today was originally in¬ 
vented by a colonel of the 
Royal Engineers in 1822 but 
was not used until much 
later The Royal Navy was 
using It for signalling with 



CBS nth Qutatkm: In WorW War li what waa 
common to: DIbblar, Magpla, Choctaw, 
nfrSm Conaola and Mallard? (K. Ananthanaraywi, 
c/0 K. Jana KrIahnamurthI, 45 Fourth Ava- 
nue, Ashok Nagar, Madras 83) 

_ ' V Ana: They wars tha coda namas givan by 

Alllad Forces to tha Indian citlas: DIbblar—Calcutta; 
Magpie—Bombay; Choctaw—Madraa; Conaola—Banga¬ 
lore; and Mallard—Hyderabad. 


mechanical signal arms in 
the 1870s, but It was not 
transmitted by hand-flags for 
anotl^er 20 years Flags are 
held in the hands to make 
the movements more con¬ 
spicuous, the signaller al¬ 
ways facing the person who 
IS to receive the message 
The arms move round in a 
circle divided into eight parts 
For the first seven letters of 
the alphabet only one arm is 
used but all the rest need 
both A semaphore flag IS 
white with a blue horizontal 


QUESTIONS 


1 Who IS the only footballer 
under whose captainship 
his country won both the 
Juniors (under 21) and 
Seniors World Cup Soccer 
Championship'? (Subrata 
Haidar, Hooghly) 

2 What IS common to Nil 
Upadhyay Nillohitand 
Sanatan Pathak"? (Nir- 
malya Kr Sarkar, Asansol) 

3 What do the following 
have in common black, 
white Sumatran, Javan 
and Indian'? (Ismat Afrin, 
Burdwan) 

4 What IS the geological 
name of salt (NaCI)'? (Ran- 
dhirKrSinha Ranchi 1) 

5 Who are the only sisters 
to have won Olympic titles 
and set world records in 
athletics'? (Sundeep Khur- 
ana, Sambalpur) 

8 Which royal gave up 
playing polo and took up 
carnage dnving at the age 
of 50? (Anjanava Datta 
Calcutta 31) 

7 What special implication 
does a PTO have for a 
railway employee? (Othel¬ 
lo Mazoomdaar Boral) 

8 Who said, “Superstition 


bar and is a 2 ft square, fixed 
on a stick 3 ft 6 inches long 
On a clear day it can be seen 
with binoculars about four 
miles away Ships mecha¬ 
nical arms can be seen 10 to 
12 miles off 

Signallers usually work in 
pairs, one man reading out 
or writing down the mes¬ 
sages, and the other making 
the signals or watching the 
distant station to spell out the 
answer For all kinds of 
visual signalling, in which 
words have to be spelt out 


IS the religion of feeble 
minds ’? (Ehtesham An- 
jum, Calcutta 16) 

9 This IS a chemical com¬ 
pound relating to environ¬ 
mental pollution which is 
mainly responsible for 
causing'cancer and gener¬ 
ated due to automobile 
emissions Name the com¬ 
pound (Rakesh Roshan 
Mishra, Sambalpur 4) 

10 Which IS the only film 
directed by Marlon Bran¬ 
do? (Bibhudatta 
Choudhury, Cuttack) 


ANSWERS 


SilOBrpaAs 9U0 tl 
uoqjeoojonuojoiqo 6 
8)|jng punuipB g 
Aaujnol eq) jo) 8jb) lanpe 
equo piiqi-euo Aed oi 
eaAo|diua ua sanqua latp 
japjo )0?f3|l a8a||AiJd i 
q6jnquip3 p a>|na aqi 9 
(USSR) 

ssejd euu| pua aieiuax fi 
•»li|BHF 
sojaoouiqj)ospu|>| 
luaiautp lie aie Aaqi g 
AeAqped 
-o6ueo |)uns Aq pesn 
seuieu-uad ||e aje Aeqi z 
euopejeyv oBaiQ 




aloud, special 'phonetic 
alphabets' are used, each 
letter having a name by 
which it can be disting¬ 
uished The alphabet used 
by the British Army in the 
First World War h^ given us 
several familiar expressions, 
from the name 'Toe for T we 
get 'Toe H' (the Initials of 
Talbot House), and amongst 
other familiar terms are Pip 
Emma (pm), Ack Emma 
(am), and Ack-Ack (anti¬ 
aircraft) During the Second 
World War a phonetic 
alphabet was jointly used by 
the British and American 
Forces, beginning Able, Bak¬ 
er, Charlie Dog 

S Ghosh reports on the 
second AQUO Quiz of 1990 

‘The Summer Invitation 
Quiz, the second oldest 
open quiz of Calcutta, was 
held over two days at the 
Dalhousie Institute The 
number of entries were few 
compared to most quizzes, 
but there was no disputing 
the uniformly good standard 
maintained by the contes¬ 
tants 

“In the opening qualifying 
round, DI ‘B and Vae Victis 
had It out for the two top 
spots well ahead of the other 
qualifiers. Magnum and 
Learners The second pre¬ 
liminary saw a nailbiting fin¬ 
ish Going into the last 
round, five out of the 10 
teams were locked together 
on 15 points Dl ‘A knock¬ 
ed up SIX points. Scherzo got 
their direct and 2 points to 
qualify The three others who 
drew a blank, went into a 
tie-breaker which saw Octet¬ 
te come through In the sud¬ 
den death that followed 
Cream did not know that 
Gordon Summer was better 
known as Sting, Tekniks did 
know this and filled the last 
berth for the final 

The final saw DI 'B,as 
usual, jump off the fastest, 
but soon It was D I ‘A who 
shot to the front and stayed 
there till the interval, six 
points ahead of their nearest 
rivals 01 'B DI 'A con¬ 
tinued to stay ahead and 
cruised home comfortably 
from their ‘B team 























HEV. ARCH, WkUir ARC 
•jOU SOIH© TO WEAR 
TO THE PROM* > 




l£:?i 






WMV THANK you, ARCHIE ' 

M 9 U PiPN'THAVe TO SAV THAT' 


■—.<1 


TMAT 

COULP 

BE 

BURGLARS 


emJZBR IS OUT 
THERE -PONbU THJKK 
ME MEM?o rr ? 


NE I4EAR0 IT 








MoU\ 2 Y,X'M Ttoo TiREP Tb PRWe 
^ TO MEET Your Au^Acv Te>\v\Y A 
AT T^e AVRftiRT 




jc> O 




RELAX, SIR/ 
J'LL LET You WMOW 
wheki it arrives 




OKAY-1 SUPfteSE WlTM 
MER MlLL\OHS SHE CAH 
ATFORP A TAX.V > 






is/i 






















































































































. .tS’'-"-. •' .K^,, c'):t; *“ 

I.- 9 ; ’?■* ' . .«-•■'•-'~fc-/'.'V-' ■■' 


WiTW TUE Puee OF AMTI-GeAV UFTEI?5, 
-mE Q)UEQ4 ii£EKie TOJCHe6 TUB exv 
ABO/E ETE«?W05.. 


WOW' MOW IWAT'5 ) yoUF' MEW 
WMAT I CALL A y PL'tVE HANDLES 
TAKE ■ OFT • \ SMOOTH AS SILK, 

^ GWILDOP ' 



1S0^ ■ 


GWILPOR ? DIDN’T 
Me come BACX ? 




( GWILDOK ? HELLO ' 

you J 

\OKAy IN THERE ? 













fAAAGES o Selected by Sunil K. Dutt 
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Tht n<w Sterling 

Stunningly beautiful 
Statc-of the art technology 
combined together to evuive 
a new standard m 
refrigerators Created by a 
team of engineers whose 
mission 15 not to follow the 
market but to lead the 
refrigerator world 

Artistic Sterling 

* 100% Polyurethane Foam 
insulation Avoids 
sweatmg of the 
cefingentor even m high 
humidity conditions 

* Superior SAN 
matcnal-Cnsper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ Cheese Chest 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves. 

* Superior design ftir 
maximum storage space 
Removable egg tray for 
extra storage - a spcaal 
feature for vq;etanans 

* A large Chill Tray with a 
umque Dnp Tray for easy 
removal of defrosted 
water 



* All steel construction and 
tough ABSlina 

* Available m a wide range 
of attractive colours 

Sterling Technology 

* Internationally renowned 
‘Power Saver’ compressor 

* Cools superfast, makes ice 
evenfeter 

* Withstands wide voltage 
fluctuations 

No wobage stabilizer 
is required if the 
opaadna eidtage is 
within 16a-260V. 

* Consumes nunimal 
dectnaty 

* Automatic defrost (push 
button) 

The new Sterling. 

It is beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
mtfoduced m the market 
With a proven, dependable 
aflcr-sales service It’s no 
mere refrigerator It’s die 
Sterlmg. 


Sterling 

Hie 165 litre premium quality refrigerator ^^0 

SnU «rfvirni hr hi) ta o U aMmmUmktd Ptaon Tower. 26 RaUndn Place, New Deflii-UO OOa 


Mutual Sl20d 




















Change of Stance 

Wkfa r^Bnl to the oiteria 
faradmbakn toSt Josqrii’B 
CoOege. Calcutta, it was 
atated, ‘We want the ones 
whom no one else wifi 
have” namely, the slow 
fearn^ the faSures. (To 
Serve, With Love', July 
»). 

This year, the manage¬ 
ment of the sduol has re- 
iused admission to tlmir 
own students, have 
studied 10 long years under 
them, to dass XI on the 
ground that they have 
scored less than 55 per 
cent marks in the K^SE. 

Parents and students 
fed a part of the larger St 
Josedi’s femily and they 
have codributed a lot, as 
rightly stated by the out¬ 
going principal, Br C.j. 
Hariison, to the devek^ 
ment d the school. 

In afi other Anglo-Indian 
schools, admissions are not 
normally denied to thek 
own students. The new 
management should eluci¬ 
date on why they have 
made a dq>aiture the 
normal {U'actice. 

Prof. ^D. Ghosh, 
Calcutta 


■ As an ISc student of St 
Joseph’s CoB^ 1 was de- 
figj^ to read the artide. 
This holy seat d learning 
hu tau^ us not to do any 
harm if one cannd do good, 
and nd to hate anyone 
even though one caimd 
love. This institution has 
inspired me to talk sweetly 
and to serve the living just 
as one wodd serve Clod. 
Bhaskar Da^pta, 
Calcutta 

I have been a student d St 
Joseph's 0)0^, and am 
thankful for the valuable 
educatioii I received from 
this institotion. I shall fore¬ 
ver ronember the affection 
and guidance that was sho¬ 
wered on us by the 
teachers. 

However, there was a 
sligbt error in the story ab¬ 
out Mary, wife of Edmund 
Rice, who was thrown from 
the horse she was riding. 
This incident took place in 
1789 and not 1890, as 
'printed Rice himself died 
in 1844. 

Ramesh Pal Tewaii, 

Calcutta 

Of Godruid S'jncs 

You have revealed the in¬ 
creasing feith in, as you 


St Joseph’s: A matter of perspective 



apthr put it, ‘The new stone 
sga” Ody 15). 

ft is onusiqg to see 
that onr 20th century 
pMudo-intdlectnalB deiqr 
God, bd place their feith in 
vague astrologerB, dones 
and conmteriaed horo¬ 
scopes. lliey also bow 
their heads in revetence 
before monuments, graves 
and flags wide drying 
vehema^ any possflnty 
d ife aftw death or re- 
birtiL 

A hundred years ago, 
people would have wor- 
slqved maybe, aTVsetor 
a ^sded missile, with ecpial 
reveraxe had they 1^ 
pened to see one then. 
Pnraima L. Knauur, 
Calcutta 

a The h^dline did not 
make sense. The stones 
are a possible retnedy or 
precaution for different 
kinds of problems, but they 
do nd ‘Toretell” anything. 
Perhaps, you meant, ‘What 
the stones forestall ” 
Reauka Chakraborty, 
(Calcutta 

liimiorUii 

Mt’Iodies 

With reference to ‘Velvet 
Voice’ Ouly 29), the tender 
lips d the beloved consi¬ 
dered to be the holy drink 
as expressed in the line, 
Chhoo kne do nazuk hm- 
thon ko. have been gifted 
to roan by nature as a 
lovely reward. This is a 
masterpiece of literary 
work that describes the 
beloved beautifully. 

Jumma. chumma de de 
...Would any beloved re¬ 
spond to su^ crude long¬ 
ing? 

N. Ahamad, 

(Calcutta 

a I was deepfy impressed 
by the iUistration and the 
translated songs of 
Mohammad Rafi. This 
ffeat phybadi singer left 
us a decade ago on July 31, 
1980. His untimely death 
was a great loss to the film 
industry and to music 
lovers. 

A.M. Noor Khan, 

Liloag (Mmqxir) 


The Telegraph 

2 SEPTEMBER 1990 
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■ Film City, on 

the outskirts of Bombay, is a 
whole new wmid by itself, 
even if a make-believe world of 
highways and lakes, of 
helfoads and temples. 


The second part of 
the extract from V.S. 
Naipaul’s book, India: A 
MWion Mutinies Now. 


13 


■ Artist Rina Paul 

is trying tojapanise themes 
from the Kri^ma legend and 
the Malabharata. 


SECTIONS 


11 Heritage 

12 Inner Eye 

20 7 Days 

23 Junior Whirl 

24 Quiz 

25 Comics 

30 candid Camera 
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MARIA! 


Another beauty contest in the 


USSR? Obviously, they liked 


what they saw the first time 


around 


t n 



fcl.' ^ 

-•■* c: .-^v-vA 

y<\ *■ / r M 
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This year's Miss USSR, Maria Kezha from 
Byelorussia, must have won Jiands down. The 17- 
year-old design faculty student's ambition is not only 
to cut fine clothes, but show 'em how to wear 'enn. 
Also a model at a fiishion theatre, Maria is a sbc- 
footer an^ as the ofiSdal handodt says, “the length of 
her legs is 92 cms”. That is, more than half of Maria 
is leg ! Weighing a delectable 56 kgs, her vital 
statistics read 87-59-91. Maybe they read better in 
cms. 

4 Hie blonde Maria with another flnaiiat 













Bom on August 17, 1761 at 
Northanq)t(»ishire m Eng^d 
WQIiain Carey, founder of the 
English Baptist Missionary 
Society (1792), was better 
known as the “father of Ben^- 
fi prose” ftn-his grainniars, dic¬ 
tionaries and translations. A 
Baptist from 1783, Carey 
served as pastor in Mouittm 
where he also taught school 
and pursued his trade as a 
shoemaker. In 1789 he moved 
to the Baptist Church at 
Leicester and three years later 
published a pamphlet, An En- 
a^into the CMgatkm of 
Cbiiatians to Use Means for 
the Conversion of the HeaOh 
ens, thatledtoliisformatiai. 


with a dozen other mini'-fers. 
of the English Baptist Mission¬ 
ary Society. 

The soaety's first mis¬ 
sionaries, C^ey and a doctor, 
J<*n Thixnas, came to Calcut¬ 
ta in 1793. The next year he 
removed himself from the 
society’s financial support 
when he became the superin¬ 
tendent at an indigo plant m 
Mudnabati, north Bengal. 
There he also preached, 
taught and began his first Bible 
translation. Bemg |»evented 
by the East India Company 
finom establishing a mission ui 
British-bidian territory, Curey 
and his hunly moved to the 
Danish cokmy of Prederiks- 


nHg,<r (now Serani[»>r<. ' n* .ir 
Calcutta m 1800. There he 
along with Joshua Marshman 
and William Ward (known as 
the Serampore tno) founded 
the mission described by Wil- 
ham Wilberforce as "one of the 
chief glories” of British India 
In 1801 Carey w.is 
appointed to teach Bengali, 
^sknt and Marathi at Fort 
Wilham (Allege. He translated 
the B3)le into Bengali. Oriya, 
Marathi, Hindi. Assamese and 
Sanskrit He also translated 
parts of It mto 29 other lan¬ 
guages and dialects. With 
Marshman he edited a gram¬ 
mar in Bhotia and prepared snc 
others m difrerent languages. 


Besides dictKinanes m Benga¬ 
li, Sanskrit and Marathi, the 
two also prepared a translation 
ofRanuyana. Carey published 
horticulturist WiUiam Rox- 
bur^’s two worics, Hortus 
Bengaknsis (1814) and Fhra 
Indka(lS32), and dis¬ 
tributed prose texts to 
schools. He urg^ the govern¬ 
ment to outlaw mfuiticide and 
suttee practices. He encour¬ 
aged the use of Indians as mis¬ 
sionaries and took an active 
part in forming the Agricultural 
Society of India in 1820 He 
died on June 9,1834 at Seram¬ 
pore. The sketch above shows 
hn grave m the erstwhile Dan¬ 
ish colony. 






















AFTER THE 


D ipaiqan's wife came m Her name 
was Arab She was of Dipanjans 
age She wore a dark coloured sar 
with a small pattern and a black bodice 
She, too, was a teaiher her classes 
started very early in the morning and 
finished at 10 

She wanted to know about lunch She 
said that Dipapjan couldn’t eat wheat 
‘Rice, nee, nee—thats what he wants, 
three tunes a day, as often as 1 give hun 
He can't digest wheat ’ That was an aspect 
of Dipanjan’s ‘post pohbcal life It had 
been brought about by Dipanjan’s illness 
during tus life underground m the villages, 
and by the badness of water m the delta 
‘Amoebiasis,’ Arab said ‘It’s a chronic 
condibon Does it occur m your place’ It’s 
m most of the third world ’ 

It was the first time, smee I had been 
talkuig to Dipanjan, that reference had 
been made to his life as a guerrilla And it 
was uneicpected that it should have come 
m this direct, unheroic way. with this 
emphasis on hs personal frailty—the tor- 
menbng things he had known before the 
dust and mosquitoes of the lane 
‘When I went to Presidency College I 
was not pohbcally acbve I sided with the 
left because of my upbnngmg, but the 
pohbcal acbvity in the college at that time 
was at a low level Towards the end of my 
second year, when I was dnvuig myself 
very hard academically, and it was becom- 
mg quite a stram, I began to wonder why I 
was douig It I was also dabbluig m poetry 
My father never read my poems—I didn t 
show them to hun My mother wasn’t 
mterested They thought it was perhaps a 
hannful diversion They never encouraged 
me I began to quesbon why I was wnbng 
Quite a few of us at college were assailed 
with similar problems and doubts, both 
boys and guls 

‘From this time I suddenly became 
aware of the poverty and misery around 
me Until then I hadn’t been aware I saw 
thuigs and I accepted it as part of the 
scenery 1 will tell you a httle story One 
day—I stdl remember—we were gomg, a 
friend and I, to see a showuig of a picture 
made from a play of Bernard Shaw I was 
about to go there I had just left my house 
And I saw this person—I wouldn’t say he 
was a beggar he was m no posibon to beg 
'He was tyuig on the curb. He was about 
to (te, and fully conscious and silent He 
was lyng m fremt of a pathological labora¬ 
tory. 1 asked the lab people to phone for an 
ambulance. The amibulance came, and I 


found that nobody was willmg to accom¬ 
pany the person to hospital So I had to 
accompany hun I wasn’t very eager to do 
It, but 1 accompanied hun He was mdiffe 
rent Absolutely He didn’t talk 
‘We drove to a hospital Doctors ex¬ 
amined him and on his beket they wrote 
that he should be admitted, and they 
stamped the beket with a prepared seal 
“There is no accommodabon m this hospit¬ 
al Try somewhere else ’’ The driver had 
to take hun back m the ambulance The 
driver asked me whether I knew this per 
son When 1 said I didn’t, the dnver said, 
“We can take hun to another hospital, but 
the same thuig will happen there ’’’ 

I asked Dipanjan, ‘What did the man 
look like’ You haven’t menboned that ’ 
‘He was m rags, caked with dirt The 
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most stnkmg thuig about hun was that he 
had hydrocel, an inflammabon of the scro 
turn, caused usually by filanasis, a tropical 
parasitical disease And when he had to 
carry his scrotum ui his hands, it was so 
heavy 

1 asked the ambulance-dnver how often 
this kmd of thuig happened, and the dnver 
said often He said that when they were 
asked to pick up people like that, they did, 
without makuig a fuss But no one accom¬ 
panied the person, so theu* practice was to 
deposit hun on some other street, because 
they knew that no hospital would accept 
them 

‘Seeing that I felt m some way responsi¬ 
ble for the man, the dnver said, “There is 
one place I know where he might be 
accepted I’m not sure, but let’s go ’’ He 
drove to this place near the temple of Kah, 
and there was this httle space—just a long 
dark corridor, with perhaps just a bled 
roof, and on both sides desbtute people 
lyuig on beds waiting for death. So we left 
hun there, and we placed the medical 
ticket near his head, aiki we came out. 

‘This place waa the begmnnv of the 


place Mother Teresa was buildmg up for 
such people, and she was quite unknown 
at the tune I should make it quite clear 
that I am not makmg any comment on the 
utihty or vahdity of Mother Teresa’s 
outlook or work But 1 must say that even 
today there is no other place ui Calcutta 
where a dyuig destitute v^ be accepted ’’ 

At this pomt the electnaty failed, as it 
often fail^ in Calcutta Dipaiqan’s first 
thought was for the Japanese mosquito- 
repeUent, which depended on heat With¬ 
out that repellent, he said, we sunply 
wouldn’t be able to sit and talk He got up 
and got an oil lamp, lit it, and placed the 
blue gadget on top of the glass chunney 

He said, ‘It was a Sunday mommg A 
fine day, but it rauied ui the afternoon, 
after we had placed the man at Kalighat I 
nussed the cmema show 1 spent about 
three to four hours ferryuig that man 
around 

‘This IS just an example Don’t thuik this 
IS my road to Damascus It stands out m 
my mmd, but it didn't mark my conver¬ 
sion It was one of a host of thmgs which 
were happenmg around me to which my 
eye was bemg opened for the first tune 
And 1 began to wander about the streets of 
Calcutta, sometunes alone sometunes 
with finends ’ 

Sittuig on the cane-bottomed settee, 
thinkmg of the past his eyes unfocussed, 
he raised his slender bare arms against the 
bluewashed wall 

‘From 1964, 1965, onwards, the way I 
was leading my life started appealing futile 
and meaningless 1 retamed a strong 
attachment to physics and poetry, but 
began to devote less time to it ’ 

In 1964 Dipanjan took his first degree 
horn Presidency College, and began to do 
post-graduate work at Calcutta University 
Saence Cdlege At the same tune there 
was a development m his personal life He 
had met and proposed to Arab, and there 
was opposibon from her family Arab came 
from a distuiguished brahmui famJy 
Dipanjan was of the kayasUia caste 

Parallel with this turbulence, there was 
the economic crisis he had spoken about at 
the start of the mommg 

‘Smee 1965 prices of nce and other 
foodstuffs had soared to unheard-of 
heists Kerosene disappeared Factones 
clo^d. Retrenched workers committed 
suiade Even qualified engineers and doc- 
tOTS couldn't find jobs In West Bengal 
there was a great upnsmg. This move¬ 
ment of the peqile between 1965 and 1966 






battue: 



completely changed the outlook of our 
generation. 

The people started off by confronting 
retailers in markets and insisting that they 
take their prices down. In places they 
looted godowns where gram was being 
hoarded illegaUy. When the government 
used the police against them, there was 
resistance by the demonstrators. From 
stone-throwing to setting public places and 
transport on fire—this has been a hallowed 
tradition of protest since British times. 
When someone sets a bus on fire, you 
know that now he means business.' 

‘Was your family affected by the rise in 
prices?’ 

‘We personally—my family—could 
afford it. People were always taltog about 
it—the prices, the crisis, the food riots, 
the failure of the government, the police 
firing. The movement was always called 
the Food Movement’ 

It was organised by the ordinary political 
workers of communist faction, and not by 
any of the big men of the party. Then in 
1966 the students of Presidency College, 
Dipapjan’s old college, formed a pro¬ 
communist movement for the first time. 
The leaders of this movement were expel- 
M, and there was a six-month student 
agitation against their expulsion. 

One night Dipaiyan was coming back 
from South Calratta by bus. He saw a 
crowd in the grounds of Presidency Col¬ 
lege. He got off the bus to see what it was 
al^t. He didn't find anyone he knew, but 
the next day, when m went back, he 
dfsoovered that the leaders of the student 


movement and others, were his friends. 
He began to spend more and more time 
with those friends, in Presidency College, 
m the coffee house opposite, and in the 
college hostel. 

He began to do political work among 
those students who were not committed. 
‘There was a vocal minority who felt they 
had come to the college to study and build 
their careers. And we had to persuade 
them.’ There was a feeling that the 
activists organising the students and the 
Food Movement were Chinese agents. 
Dipanjan had to do a lot of reading to deal 
with these accusations. He started reading 
Marxist literature. 

‘This was the time of the Cultural 
Revolution in China, and it had 
tremendous influence in Calcutta—what 
the Chinese students were doing and why 
they were doing it, and why there had to 
be a cultural revolution after a revolution 
proper. 

‘1 was very excited. I thought that now I 
could start making my life meaningful. I 
had no consciousness of my father’s poli¬ 
tical past in the party, or his uncle’s past as 
a nationalist and a Gandhiaa My father had 
by that time become an ordinary househol¬ 
der; he kept no contact with the party. My 
mother had also stopped being a commun¬ 
ist. My father’s nationalist uncle had be¬ 
come a bitter critic of the whole Indian 
polity. He never voted in his life, declaring 
that under no circumstances would he 
enter a process of choosing the least 
harmful among scoundrels. 

‘But I still lacked an ideology or philoso¬ 


phy, though all my time was being taken 
up by politics. 1 didn’t return home some 
n^ts. Arati was getting extremely wor¬ 
ried. My parents had almost written me 
off.’ 

‘What were you doing at nights?’ 

‘We would be talking with boys at the 
hostel until 11. We would then talk among 
ourselves until 12 or one. I'hen we would 
sleep on the lawn of Presidency College.’ 

This was how he was living in 1967, 
when he took his M.Sc. ^ got a job; and 
when—after all the tuimoil with Arab's 
fomily—he and Arati were married, four 
years after he had proposed to her. 

‘It was a packed and exciting time, 
emotionally, intellectually. It was the start 
of my education in the world. 1 had been 
leading a sheltered life. 1 was academically 
minded. My mother was overprotective— 
I had this asthmatic condition. My mother 
cried a lot. It was her ambition for me that 
suffered greatly. My father, having been 
once bitten himself, was worried about the 
direction our movement would take. 

‘In Presidency Colley we slowly de¬ 
veloped one central idea. We felt that the 
Indi^ communist movement had foiled 
because the leadership, which was com¬ 
posed of middle-class intellectuals, had 
made itself into a bureaucracy. The initia¬ 
tive of the masses had never been de¬ 
veloped. And then in Apnl 1967 the 
Naxalbari incident occurred.’ 

T his was the incident, in north Bihar, 
after which the Naxalite movement 
was named. 

‘I was reading the paper in the morning. 

1 read this item on the front page. 
Peasants had surrounded a police party 
with bows and arrows and had shot down a 
pohce inspector, in the course of a strug¬ 
gle to occupy the lands monopolised by 
landlords, illegally for the most part. 

This was a dramatic incident. I just 
couldn’t believe it—that this thing, which 
we had been reading about in our bmks, in 
Marxist literature, m history oooks, could 
reaUy happen: that the toiling people could 
take up arms, and they could fight for their 
rights. And my mind was made up, and 
tlut of most of our friends at Presidency 
College: that this was the struggle with 
udiich we were going to link our lives. In 
Calcutta the first posters in support of the 
Naxalbari uprising were put up by us, on 
the wall opposite Presidency Cc^ege.’ 
‘Who were your fiiends?’ 

‘Some had backgrounds like mine. Many 
of them were sons of impoverished gentry 
on this side of the border. We were all 
middleclass people. 

‘We immediately decided to go among 
the toiling people. Some of us went back 
to their villages. And some of us went to 
the industrial slums. There was a major 
involvement with the workers of the 
Guest Keen Williams foctory in southern 
Howrah. A trade union leader there had 




sought us out. Soon in the villages and in 
the Victories the news began to spread 
that students were coming lirom Calcutta 
to talk to people about how to change their 
conditions.’ 

‘How did you fit this in with your work?’ 

‘I was working in a morning college. So 
the afternoon and evening were free. 

‘Weren’t you nervous about knocking on 
people’s doors?’ 

‘I wasn’t nervous about the industrial 
workers. I could tune to their wavelength. 
But later, when I left my job—I changed 
many jobs—and went to the villages, my 
experiences were traumatic. But that was 
much later, in 1%9. 

‘In 1%7 we were still building up the 
student movement. I had to nm to many 
places, taking political classes and having 
group discussions with students, equip¬ 
ping them with propaganda to fight the 
party propaganda against the Naxa- 
lite movement. Tlie party saw it as a 
threat to their organisation. 

‘For the year or two after that I spent 
much time in Guest Keen Williams. Arati 
went with me at times. My life at that time 
would be something like this. At two a.m. 
I would return home walking, because the 
last bus or tram had passed. Or 1 would 
spend the time on Presidency College 
lawn, or in the building or the hostel if it 
rained. I would have to go back to work by 
6.15, 6.30. Classes began then. At 10 I 
would be back at Presidency College. We 
would start discussions with the students 
of the college and with students who had 
come from colleges all over Calcutta and 
West Bengal to learn of the movement. 

‘The police were keeping an eye on us. 
They sent spies to the college. We caught 
one and gave him a beating up. There 
were frequent street fi^ts with the 
police.’ 

‘What was that like?’' 

‘Whenever you go mto fight, whether 
it’s a private fight or a fight with the police, 
you are nervous to start with. Then the 
tension slowly drains out, and excitement 
takes its place, and finally you are quite 
ready even to risk your own life. Tradi¬ 
tionally in Calcutta you fi^t the pdice with 
brickbats. That is the ordinary kind of 
fi^t A serious fight would involve home¬ 
made bombs and country-made guns. But 
such fights are rare, and only occur at the 
hei^t of important political movements.’ 

I found this strange: his ability to talk of 
disturbances and fights in this academic, 
Aristotelian manner. I stud, ‘You talk of 
these fights with the police as though you 
were protected in some way.’ 

Dipaiyan said, ‘The communists were 
then sharing power. We understood their 
dilemma. We knew that the police 
wnddn’t be able to cross certain linuts. 
This was the first time the communists 
were shating power in West Boigal, and 
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they couldn’t throw themselves against 
the students and the workers. The very 
fact that the police had fired on the 
peasants at Naxalbari caused a division 
within the party, and brought over some 
senior communists on to the side of the 
Naxalite movement. 

‘In the evenings, after being with the 
students, we would go to the factories and 
the slums, or take political classes and 
conduct group discussions. We were slow¬ 
ly learning the classical Marxist political 
ideas—Marx, Mao. all of them. 

^ A nd then, in 1969. we went to the 

xAvillages. The communist party in 
West Bengal is pretty old. even m many of 
the rural areas, and gras-.ioots leaders 
who wanted the •,! niggle -tailed helping 
th_e students who had come to their areas. 

‘We had a rule. You mu-t have with you 
only a lungi. a cloth, a vest or singlet, and 
a towel. You went to the villages, identi¬ 
fied the huts of the agncultural labourers 
or poor peasants, and you told them 
directly why you were there. You started 
talking imm^iately about the political 
aims—seizure of power by the toilmg 
people. We called this Red Guard Action 

‘The pioneers faced a lot of trouble 
getting their message across. But by the 
time 1 went to the villages, this fact was 
well known among the peasants. We kept 
just the fare back to the urban centre from 
which we had come, and no other money. 
And we kept a dhoti, a shirt, and pair of 
slippefs for use in transit between the 
villages and towns. 

— ‘The peasants fed us when they could. 
In some new places sometimes they 
wouldn’t at the beginning. But on the 
whole everywhere they gave us a patient 
bearing. We slept m their huts. Usually, if 
they lud only one room, and the hamlet 
was safe, composed only of poor people, 
we would sleep on the verandah. But this 
was a rare luxury. Usually we had to sleep 
concealed in a loft. As tte state increased 
its repression, we would have to remain 
concealed the whole day. One or two of us 
had the experience of having to relieve 
then»selves in pots.’ 

‘R^ession’—this, too, was strange: 


that after all he had gone throu^ he 
should use this abstract word, and make it 
sound like something from a political 
textbook. 

‘The major pioblem at the begini^ 
was that I felt that there was an invisible 
partition between us and the villagers, that 
we were talking two different languages. It 
took a long time to get accustomed to the 
silences and obliquities of rural India.’ 

‘Make that a little more coiftrete.’ 

‘Suppose I’ve come to a village where 
they’re afraid to keep me. They won’t tell 
me that outright. When I went to one such 
village in the evening, the people sug¬ 
gested to me that I should go with the 
toys to a nearby jatra, a whole-night 
theatrical performance, a high spot in ^e 
annual life of a village. They were hinting 
to me that I couldn’t stay m any of their 
houses that night.’ 

‘You haven’t told me what it was like in 
the villages.’ 

‘The quality of life was better than in the 
urban slums. Apart from a lepers’ village, 
where—before harvest time—they had a 
little wheat, but so bttle they couldn’t 
make chapatis. They made paste of the 
flour and served that in very small quanti¬ 
ties. Children couldn’t digest that paste. 
Hunger—getting one full meal a day—that 
was the major determining factor of the 
quality of village life for five months of the 
year at that time.’ 

And I was struck again—as I had been 
when he was telling of the dyuig man he 
had picked up from the Calcutta street— 
by the way he spoke of the distress of 
India: as though it was a personal idea^a^ 
personal observation, as though his group 
observed it better than others and with 
more understanding, as though this dis¬ 
tress was something they were entitled to 
refer to, to explain their actions. It was 
now well past midday, well past the normal 
lunch hour. He was tired. He said he 
wanted to have a shower. Arati had 
prepared the lunch, and when Dipanjan 
went to the back space to have his 
shower, she brought out the food and set 
it on a little stool for me; simple food, two 
pieces of fried fish, peas, puris. The fish 
was tony, not easy to pick at, but Arati 
said that if I used my fingers I could feel 
the bones better and get rid of them. 

Standing in the little room while I ate, 
she talked again of the heat of the summer 
in Calcutta: and again she asked whether I 
was staying for tiiat. She talked again of 
the trees that had been cut down. I asked 
her whether Indians hated trees, whether 
there was some idea that trees sheltered 
or encouraged bad spirits. She said no, 
Indians loved trees; but now there were 
simply too many people, and the trees had 
to be cut down. 

Dipanjan had left her during her first 
pregnancy, she said—when he went to 







Bye in the villages. She had gone to stay 
with his parents. That was the Indian way, 
the custom here: the wife stayed with her 
in-laws. In order to write about India, she 
said, you had to spend a lot of time in 
India. There were so many things of India 
that were different. 

She said she had been sympathetic to 
the cause in the beginning. But she didn’t 
like that idea of going to the villages, 
taking revolution to the people. She 
thou^t it was foobsh. The poor here in 
India bekeved in their fate. That going out 
to the villages had set the revolution back 
by 40 years. And she didn’t like it when 
the murders began. She didn’t like that at 
all. 

Dipanjan and I hadn’t got to that yet: 
Dipai^an had promised ^at for another 
day, perhaps tomorrow 

Perhaps, 1 said to Arati, the flaw had 
^ m that very idea of revolution, that 
idea of a particular moment when every- 
Jung changes and the world is made good, 
ind men are made anew 

She didn’t take the point up 

Turgenev had written a novel about 
hat, 1 said. He had written a novel about 
niddle-class people m Russia m the late 
1860s taking revolution to the workers 
Perhaps if people had read that book 
without prejudice they mightn’t have made 
he misjudgement that the people in the 
lovel had made But she hadn’t read 
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Turgenev: she didn’t know Virgin Soil. 
Her Russian reading didn’t go back so far; 
her Russian reading appeared to have 
gone back only as far as the classical 
pobtkal texts 

At dinner that evening, tn a large 
apartment m central Calcutta, I met some¬ 
one who had known Dipanjan as a fellow 
student at Presidency College. Dipanjan 
had been a talented and even bnUiant 
student. I heard Then this Naxalite busi¬ 
ness h.id >>< (iirred, .ind there had been the 
dreadful time when it seemed that Dipan¬ 
jan, married to someone from a very 
di'-tiiipuished Calcutta family, might have 
lieen hani'ed Sme th.it \.i\alite business 
th'‘V haJni met, Dipanjan and the man 
who was talking to me 

The man said.'He was a better student 



than I was. Now he teadies physics. I do 
physics—that’s the difference between us. 
The college he teaches at is awful. He 
must know that. He is wasting his talent 
there, he should return to tte mw* 
stream.’ 

But that wasn’t a subject he felt he 
would be able to raise with Dipaiijan, if 
they were to meet The matter was too 
embarrassing. All that Naxalite ccxnmunist 
involvement—in which, from his own 
account Dipanjan for the first tone in his 
sheltered Iffe appeared to have found 
community, drama, and purpose—now lay 
like an embarrassment between Dipaivan 
and the other world he had known. 

Perhaps, the man said, Diparijan was 
too ashamed to meet the people he had 
once known. So he Uved where he did, and 
taught ui that poor college. It was the 
same when he had gone to England: he 
had bved in the simplest kind of bedsitter. 

Someone else at the dinner said that this 
kind of disappearing, this hiding away, was 
a very Bengab thing to do. 

And I thought of Dipanjan commg out of 
the lane early that mommg to meet 
me—in his cloth and shirt—coming after 
all those other people from the poor 
settlement with their respectable fronts, 
their bnefcases and di.spatrh-boxes From 
what he had said at our first meeting, I had 
got the impression that he taught at his 
college out of a fellow feeling with the 
students, ‘defeated soldiers’. And my first 
idea was that some similar feeling of social 
responsibibty had made him five where he 
bved. But no; it wasn’t like that. He bved 
where he did because he couldn’t do 
better. In the villages he had suffered; in 
the town now he suffered abnost as much 
from the dust and the mosquitos, and his 
wife suffered from the heat. He had chosen 
a hard way; and neither he nor his wife 
was used to harsh conditions. 

A n event then occurred, on 1 May 
1969, which called Dipanjan back from 
the villages to Calcutta. On that day, at a 
pubbc meeting on the Calcutta maidan, the 
great central park of Calcutta, the com- 
muiust faction that had been organising the 
Naxabte peasant movement announced its 
separate identity as the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist-Leninist). 

Dipanjan said, ’My parents rejected the 
new party. Arati was not pleased at all. At 
this stage she would have bked me to 
leave politics. Our daughter was to be 
bom in October. I stayed on in Calcutta, 
working pobtically in the docks, until the 
end of 1969. And then I returned to the 
villages. 

"The earber comrades had been asking 
the peasants to fonn theu own organisa¬ 
tions, to seize pobtical power and, in the 
process, to confiscate landlords’ lands and, 
later, guns—to harvest foroblv the pro- 


dute of their lands, to take the produce of 
the landlords’ lands And build centres of 
peasants’ power, as opposed to landlords’ 
power in the villages 
’And in fact, theie had been a big 
peasant upnstng m the region in the 
harvest season I was too late for that It 
was during this uprising that the party line 
about individual killing arrived The killings 
were to be earned out by conspiratonally 
constituted squads And this time, when I 
began my Red Guard Action, I had to ask 
the peasants to form annihilation squads as 
they were called 

"hus time, for me the first trauma 
about the villages and non communication 
was over I had learned a bttle I began 
this Red Guard Action with more convic¬ 
tion and less nervousness This was an 
extensive journey lasting many months, 
SIX months to a year 1 moved from village 
to village community to community, tnb- 
als and non tnbals untouchables and far 
mer castes I really learned about India ’ 
‘What did you feel about the new 
directive’ 

‘Many of the comrades before had 
succeeded in forming squads and carrying 
out annihilabons mauily in the area co 
vered by the old uprising of the harvest 
season, based on land and harvest— 
occupation of land, and forable har 
vestmg ’ 

‘Were you shocked by the directive’ 
‘No, no Indians are basically a very 
violent people I was doing R^ Guard 
Action in new areas, and m spite of my 
best efforts I could not persuade the 
peasants to carry out a smgle annihila 
tion—which was a cause of great remorse 
to me, and led to a feeling of inadequacy ’ 
‘Do you remember how you did the 
asking’’ 

‘Oh, yes 1 asked a peasant in whose hut 
I was staying I remember that hut very 
well They had a new bom baby, and she 
was being fed nee water instead of milk— 
ui a bottle—something which appeared 
quite shocking to me These people were 
like others we talked to They had very 
little land, enough for perhaps three 
months’ sustenance The party had asked 
us all to concentrate on these people 
‘1 asked this man, “Who is the most 
hated landlord of the area’" He named the 
landlord I told him, “Why don’t you kill 
him ofP" He bungs another peasant that 
evening, and asks me to broach the 
subject with him The two of them agree 
that that landlord should be killed ofr, but 
they refused to do it themselves ’ 

‘Did the idea shock them’’ 

‘The idea didn't shock them As I keep 
on telling you, we are a very violent 

Extracted from ladla: A MUUoa 
Mutinies Now by V.S. Naipaul; 

Rapa ft Co.. 1990; Rs 250 



people 1 tried to convince them, coming 
and going, for about two months 
‘My life was a concealed life in that hut 
If the landlord knew of my presence he 
would have killed me or handed me over to 
the pohee I knew it was dangerous 1 
knew I had exceeded the law But killing a 
man is nowhere considered contrary to 
any ethical code You must understand 
that the Ramayaiu and the Mahdbharata 
rule the everyday religious code of the 
Hoidus, just as the Koran does for the 
Muslims and these are bcxiks which extol 
kiUmg for a greater purpose 1 should think 
that, like any other Incliari 1 had no sense 
of ethical outrage in advocating killing for a 
cause 
‘Gandhi’’ 

Of the many ideals of (landhi which the 
Indians didn t accept ahimsa non 
violence stands out most 
' 1 he Jains’ 

They re a strange sect But its the 
wrong perspective of India vou have 
when you mention these religions— 
Buddhism, jainism, and Gandhi I point to 
what happened m Kampuchea, Ceylon 
Burma. China—all countnes ostensibly 
under the umbrella of Buddha and Con 
fucius All these peoples are very violent 
et’s go back to the villages 
1-/ ‘As I said I began to feel inadequ 
ate In late 1970 and early 1971 the move 
ment as a whole faced a setback, and many 
of my friends started re-thinking 
‘In the last few months, before my 
arrest, I had become involved with tnbal 
people 1 got to Idee them very much I felt 
at home with them I understood their 
political aspirations For the first time I 
had come across a section of peasants who 
thought and acted politically I used to talk 
a lot to a schcxibnaster among them 
These months were very satisfimg, the 
most satisfying of my life in the villages, 
more so because the doubts that my 
fneixls m the movement had developed 
about the Ime of individual killuig—these 
doubts gave me the latitude to t^ freely 
without the party trammels, which I was 
beginning to find impractical ’ 

‘How many people were annihilated ui 
your area?’ 

‘More than 100 people were killed m the 


area because of this Ime Most of them 
were landlords ’ 

But now the jxibce were closmg m 

‘Our friends had to break off from the 
party, and many of us had to keep on the 
move, ui Bihar and Bengal One night, at 
about eight or nine, we were at a food 
shop by a railway station in north Bihar 
There were some poheemen m plam 
clothes there, shirts and trousers They 
were from the Bengal Pobce, and they 
were m search of some other, Naxabtes 
They had come to the railway food shop to 
buy some cooked meat for themselves 
One of my friends was recognised, and we 
were arrested 

‘At that time the pobce had started 
kilbng off Naxabtes, and my first reaction 
was that they would kill us off This reign 
of terror was by this time six months old, 
and 1 had accustomed myself to such a 
fate—just to keep myself gomg 

‘Ihe pobcemen at the food stall were 
older than us They were not abusive 
They took us to the pobce station There 
we immediately fried to influence the 
Bihan pobce officer m charge of us to 
prevent these pobcemen from Bengal from 
killmg us 

Ihe Bihan officer, an educated man, 
said, ‘ I do respect you You work for the 
country But my duty as a pobce officer 
places me against you ’’ We laughed at 
him “Why are you mocking us’ These 
Bengab pobce officers will kill us in a few 
minutes time ’ 

‘ They tied us with some ropes, and on 
the way the pobcemen gave us some 
blows, harpmg on the fact that we were 
Bengabs Ihe Bihan pobce officer was 
shocked and immediately informed the 
whole pobce circuit of Bih^ by radio of our 
arrest, so the Bengab pobcemen couldn’t 
kill us, if that had been theu* intention 

‘Most of us were never tned Only a 
few were tned and convicted the rest of 
us were kept under detention without trial 
until the amnesty of 1977 in West Bengal 

‘I was m pnson until October 1972, in 
Galcutta In pnson I found two things 
which disheartened me The first was the 
quabty of the Naxabte pnsoners from 
Calcutta.' We had been hearing that they 
had been kilhng individual pobcemen, even 
traffic constables, and suspected spies 
The pnson was full with Naxabtes, espe¬ 
cially young boys, and they were not 
pohtjcally orient^ at all What had hap¬ 
pened was that there had been an upheaval 
against the school system—boys and gu-|s 
forced into the school system, who had 
then dropped out, anjj had been recruited 
by the party for urban violence 

‘The party had fragmented. My own 
ideas were not clear. 1 felt there had been 
maladies withm the movement I felt that 
my pobtical search had reached a dead 
end, and 1 would have to b^ anew. And 




for some time 1 couJd not think of myself 
as a poiitjcal worker any longer. 

‘After 1 came to the Calcutta prison I 
could meet my parents and Arati regularly. 
No case could be proved against me. I 
remained in preventive detention. Finally, 
I wrote the government that if they releaseo 
me, I would go abroad for further studies 
in physics.' 

The petition was granted. He was 
accepted by London University, and his 
father pmd his fare to England, lifie police 
went with him right up to the plane. He 
completed his PhD in London, and then 
came back to Calcutta. This was in 
September 1974. 

I asked him, ‘What do you think now?’ 

He fingered his glasses, squinted, and 
looked out through the window. I was 
sitting across the narrow table from him, 
in a chair with arms, between the two tall 
metal cupboards, behind him was an emp¬ 
ty room, with patches of new, level plaster 
on the walls. 

He said. The major mistake, the basic 
misunderstanding of the Marxist posi¬ 
tion—I feel the people must liberate them¬ 
selves. The intellectuals can only hand 
them the equipment for doing so.’ 

He now did civil rights work, and taught 
in the slums. ‘1 see no discontinuity with 
my earlier political search. Between going 
to the urban slums, and this teaching in the 


shuns.' He leaned back against an olive- 
green metal cupboard, and considered the 
sky. ‘Society is so structured that the 
toiling people can never find their own 
voice, their own view of the world, their 
own identity.’ 

I asked about Arati, and her time in 
England. 

‘It altered her world. Because she found/f 
for the first time that a woman was not 
merely or at all the appendage of some 
maa I was very happy to come back here. 
Arati cried for days, and her fiiends who 
were brought up never to show their emo¬ 
tions in public were unhappy for her. 
Given the choice, she would have con¬ 
tinued to live m England—this feeling of 
freedom, and recognition of her as an indi¬ 
vidual. 

‘I had this running fight with her from 67 
to 72—I could not convince her that if we 
stayed with my parents we would always 
be dominated by them. She did not recog¬ 
nise the domination as such. And only 
when we went to England she realised 
what I was saying. Until then she regarded 
that as part of my eccentricity, which, for 
example, had led me into the Naxalite 
movement. 1 used to say, "Let’s take an 
apartment." Or; “Why don't you stand up 
to my mother? Why do you carry out 
everything my father says, even when it is 
hurting you?” She never knew there could 
be a different way of life. Nowadays things 


have changed, and are changing, but in the 
1960s she was in no way an exception in 
her view of life.’ 

This gave an added point to what Arati 
had said at her house the previous day,* 
when Dipaqjan was having his shower. 
When Dipanjan had gone to live in the 
villages, Arati said, she had gone to live 
with Dipapjan’s parents. In India a wife 
stayed with her in-laws; you moved from 
your parents’ house to your husband’s pa¬ 
rents’ house. India was different frmn 
other places; you had to know many things 
in order to write about India. 

But now they lived by themselves. 

I asked Dipanjan, ‘Are you happy in the 
little house?’ 

‘Yes. As far as Arati and I are con¬ 
cerned, the material side of life has never 
been important. Both of us are capable of 
hard physical toil.' 

‘What about the disorder of your book¬ 
case there—things just thrown together? 
And the dust—can I menbon the dust.' You 
were saying that the college is a corporate 
place, and that is why it will never be 
cleaned.’ 

He said, ‘I am ashamed of that, in my 
house. Both of us are overworked and 
can't find the time. Arati works as a 
teacher of physics in a morning college. 
She works there from 6.30 to 10,and you 
have to add an hour to go there, and two 
hours to come back. But I am ashamed of 
that disorder in my house. And say "dust", 
if you like. My grandfather would have 
taken me to task. But no one is ashamed 
of this place. 'That’s the difference.' 

‘Do you feel that the most active part of 
your life is over?’ 

‘Not at all. My life so far has been the 
first part of the search.’ 

‘May I ask this? You have spent so 
much time thinking of others. Isn’t that 
arrogant? Shouldn't you have also thought 
of developing your own talent? You don’t 
have to answer. If you don’t want to 
answer. I’ll withdraw the question and not 
refer to it.’ 

'I’ll answer. The most brilliant boy of the 
year before me at Presidency College is 
now a renowned professor in the U.S.A. 
He asked me the same question. Not the 
arrogance part. In physics the questions 
whi<^ interested me 1 found were beyond 
my ability to answer. I worked mi them; I 
thought about them. I still work on them- 
or, 1 should say, I still read about them. 
But less difficult questions cannot hold my 
interest In poetry I am never satisfied 
with what I write, and especially because 
the type of poetry I write can only appeal 
to a few people like myself. But I find 
helping others is sometl^g I can tackle, 
although 1 make mistakes. I keep on learn¬ 
ing finm them.’ 

• To be concluded 
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Give equal import- 

'- ance to work and 

play, but better finish your pend- 
' Ingi^ores Perks and promotion 
are on the cards Romance will 
be avallabte in bits and parts 
Your knanctal graph shows an 
upward trend Unless absolutely 
essential, do not travel Minor 
health ailments caused by over- 
exertion and indulgence are 
possible 

AURUS 

■ A(iiil21~May20 

* Journey ceremony 
- publicity communica¬ 
tions and success are the mam 
trends ot the week It is time to 
negotiate and settle It Is also the 
right time for romance as your 
charm will be devastating Those 
In business commerce commis 
Sion and profession do 
tremendously well You might 
suffer from some throat pioD 
ferns 

EMINI 


the ti(*nd this ween i > 

'- in two directions 

home, house and family and 
buying, selling and a creative cy¬ 
cle Mars helps you to make the 
nght finanaal moves try to be 
Arm and positive Expect good 
news in romance Either you visit 
folks or they descend upon you 
Minor health problems like fever, 
bolls, congestion and constipa¬ 
tion are likely but nothing to 
really bog you down 

-^ ANCER 

. I June 21 July 20 

I All depends upon 

- 1 your atwlity to handle 

people and Situations Expenses 
wHI be heavy You are most cer¬ 
tainly on your way to a contract 
or an assignment Tuesday and 
Wednesday are ideal for ro¬ 
mance Your psychological com¬ 
plaints may have a material 
basis Cultivate a hobby or pas¬ 
time The home and family offer 
fun, expenses and personal 
satisfaction 


ii July 2t -Augusi 21 

I This week too, the 

‘-' highlight is on your 

work and financial dealings as 
viretl as transactions A reunion 
of some sort is predicted Mars 
assures you of a strong craving 
for romance despite a few prob¬ 
lems and entanglements Work 





could compel you to travel You 
will not be totally free from health 
vexations ar u inita'ior-, 

r IRGO 

sT ^ 

fi man i‘ *P'' fes 
'— creative pursuits 
education research and |oy 
through ch ' tier ii> ti t ap**k s 
ril ^nl ijr * I rt r V * 
dor. t .1 At 1 , ju do 
now you reap n Oct ihor Ro- 


BIRTHDAYS 


September 2 


j Moon opposition Jupit>ir Expect 
visitors to oiop III Vou wilt be 
successful in miei views and ex¬ 
ams Marriage is on the cards tor 
the eligible Thern ic a strong 
possibil ty (( 11. hail ji ir th*' na 
lull and i( 1* II you' wrirx 

Septembers 

Moon opposition Venus Do not 
ovenndulge it would be mucti 
better to be strict with yourself 
Pfans for beautification of the 
home wW taka shape Romance 
bkMSoms and children give |oy 

September 4 

Sun fnne Nepfune You will take* 
nsks and probably corro out on 
top Visit., lourneys, marriage 
and collaborations are definitely 
emphasised This is a bkthyaar 
of progress and happiness You 
wilt be Imaginative and sym¬ 
pathetic 

September S 

Full moon. Pisces Marriage, 
new relationships, fnendships, 
travel, fmport-expott and gains 






mance will be satisfying The 
week IS favourable for travel as 
the sun coniuncts your planet 
Mercury 

I ' IBRA 

jl Sepi t Oct 22 

I I Expenses will be for a 
'— worthy cause, friends 
will pit( n in and a facelift or a 
mil n ,fi hiL n home proper 
ly uni fu..ior> is i.kely Col¬ 
laborations secret deals, trans- 


are indicated You wlH communi¬ 
cate happily and subtly All de¬ 
pends upon your ability and wil¬ 
lingness to reach out to people 
and places 

September 6 

Moon tnno Jupiter A year to 
make and change your Job You 
need to work hard and Intel¬ 
ligently In properly and family 
matters expect changes and im¬ 
provements A good blrthyear 

September 7 

Mercury sextile Pluto Doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, politicians 
and religious heads will be able 
to sway others and thus be viclo- 
rious Guard against jealous 
people and take adequate health 
precautions A major houaa 
move or facelift is indicated. 
October and June will be 
eventful 

September 8 

Moon trine Mercury Newa, mes¬ 
sages and contacts hold the 
to a better and brighter tuturs. 
Journalists, teachers, wnlart, 
scientists, computer profession¬ 
als, lawyers and doctors do a 
fins job. Family and the horns 
hont are pleasantly hlf^iligMad. 


actions, buying, selling and trad¬ 
ing are also well signified Ro¬ 
mance will be pleasing Thanks 
to Mars - Jupiter your abl% to 
communicate and commute wilt 
be considerable 

CORPIO 

Oct 23—Nov 20 

Contacts, docu- 

- ments, contracts, 

friendship, fraternity, tun and 
profit make it an exciting, go - 
ahead week Negotiations will 
turn out well, money will be 
made and new opportunities 
knock at your door Romance 
promises good tun and plenty of 
amusement Your journey will be 
fnjittui Expect visitors to drop In 

- AGITTARIUS 

Nov 2t—0«c 20 

Buying, selling In- 

- vesting and a 

tremendous urge to achieve will 
keep you busy Expect some 
opposition and itl-health Always 
give your work the first pnority, 
romance can wait See that you 
do not run out of energy and 
ideas Work might compel you to 
travel Changes in the home and 
office are predicted 

^ APRICORN 

^ Dec 21—Jan 19 

It IS time to meet, 
-' love, discuss, negoti¬ 
ate, settle, invest, expand and 
make merry Personal affairs are 
also highlighted In romance, 
you will coo and woo and make 
plans Expect money to pour in 
Do not give in to depression and 
Imaginary womes By Septem¬ 
ber 4 , everything should be fine 

QUARiUS 

Jfln 2(^—Fob IS 

Mars helps you in 

- hobbies, romance 

and tratiel, but expenses and ill- 
health will have to be contended 
against and overcome Loans, 
funds and Investments make an 
Important trio In romance, your 
heart will pound and beat a bit 
too much Travel Is on the cards 
Health safeguards are essential 

ISCES 

Fab 1»-M«rch 20 

Friends will support 

- you, but enemies will 

be out to get you Collabora¬ 
tions, maritage and disputes 
make fbr a topsy-turvy fkne Ro¬ 
mance wilt pulsate and throb An 
old, nagging health problem 
could reappear September Is 
Ideal for travel and correapond- 
anca. 












A YEN FOR 
KRISHNA 



y na Paul is trying to 
Jai^se themes from 
the Mahabharata and the 


Kristina legend in her" 
new series of paintings. 
RANJAN BANERJEE 
talks to her 


R ina Paul’s handsome studio, redolent 
with old Japanese music and strong 
South Indian coffee, lies littered with 
silk-screen canvases in different stages of 
completion. One of these'i>rilliantly im¬ 
aginative p^es is called Krishna and the 
Subconscious where the Lord is shown 
entangled in a desperate fight with the 
underwater serpant Kalia. “I haven’t 
painted the waves yet. Each wave cresting 
in the storm of the fight would just about 
suggest a deadly snake spreading its 
hood," says Ms Paul As she paints sitting 
beside a window that opens onto a small 
garden styled on a Japanese model sfw 
listens to soft-flowingjapanese Tangmusic 
played on oteki (bamboo flute) and sAo 
(mouth organ) or to the magical Samisen. a 
long-neck^ instrument that is often heard 
in the Kabuki theatre. 

Ms Paul is working on a nm of 14 
strikingly original, yet plicate paintings in 
water colour on silk-screen canyases 
wash^ carefully with undihit^ cow-milk 
and dried in the tempered sunlight stream¬ 
ing through the parabolas that she has had 
speciaOy made as a B^t-controUing ai^ 
drying device. To put it in a nutshell, she is 
J apnnkh^ themes from the Krishna-legend 
and the Mahabharata. 

‘The subjects. the.ideatkMis, the moods 
and the metaphm aH come from ancient 
Indian lores, traditions and heritage. But 
the gra(duc8 have been suggested by the 
^ styles of different classical schools of 
Japanese pamting. What I’m trying to do in 
these paintings is to ftise two great cul¬ 
tures of last* Not that it hasn’t been 
attenntod befores The fegends of the 
dtidtiha have Afepired pajnters 



Krlshiu and the Subconscious 


down the y^s. In feet, a new school oi 
iapaoese piunting evdved itnffiediateiy af¬ 
ter Buddhism came to Japan from Korea 
about 1500 years ago. The Japanese art tff 
the Asuka period, say between 600-700 
Ap, was sigi^cantly influenced by Buddh¬ 


ist scriptures, icons, surras and banners’ 
she says. Then pauses, before adcluif 
"I’ve of course tried to do something ver 
(ffierent from what ha? been done before 
something totally new." 

“So to. it has taken me about a month b 
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Handful of Eternity 


A Tryst Through the Black 


echoes from the Heian painting of the 
10th century in some of the realistic lines 
just as there are recalls from the 
Momoyam period of the 17th century in 
the dazzling, imposing colours. “Des|Mte 
my very own stylisatkm of colours one 
could pr^bly find in sdme of my paintings 
a callback to Hasegawa Tohaku’s (1539- 
1610) decor^ve style and his elegant 
brushwork.” 

Ms Paul has let her imagiiiat|Dn play with 
the captions. Take, for instanra, Handbl 
/of Eternity. It shows Lord Krishna as a 
playful chfld being fondled by his mother 
jashoda while another woman ke^y 
watches with a seeming desire to totkdb the 












enigmatic child. "The most difficult obsta¬ 
cle I had to overcome in this picture was 
Krishna’s legendary hair, almost always 
tied up into a knot with a peacock plume. I 
had to make do without it because a 
Japanese baby would seldom have so much 
hair on his head. I knew I was being 
shockingly iconoclastic, but ethnic authen¬ 
ticity called for it” 

Although Ms Paul had done away with 
the Lord’s locks, she has introduced ^ 
mythical flute very ingeniously. It lies 
tu^ruavely in the foregr&und,bringing in 
a whole gamut of emblematic associations. 
Tte gprgeous picture, meticulous in its 
oomraBed Snear dxH|ogr^>hy and strBdng 


ly lavish in its multichromatic projection 
could have been a Momoyana master¬ 
piece. However, Ms Paul would feel more 
comfortable with an understatement like, 
“One may see a little of Hakusai m it 
perhaps.” Then realising that the name 
Katsushika Hakusai might not mean very 
much to me she adds very politely, "This 
19th century master of the Ukiye-e school 
of painting, even though he laid particular 
emphasis on landscape views and historical 
scenes, has been a great influence on me. I 
admire his amazing skill of execution. At 
89, Hakusai was still seeking an ultimate 
aesthetic norm for art and he wrote that at 
90 he would be capable of penetrating 
deeper into the essence of realities, at 100 
he would become even more fascinating 
and at 110 each dot. each line of his 
painting would come to possess a life of its 
own.” 

Ms Paul stops for a sip of coffee and 
then says with a smile, "In all these 
silk-screen paintings I've tried to recapture 
a little of H^usai’s intense detailing. But if 
I were 60 years older than I am today I’d 
have done these canvases much better.” 

Another extremely lyrical piece, ex¬ 
ecuted with great skill on a black silk- 
screen, is called A Tryst Through the 
Black. The canvas depicts Radhika, "the 
eternal woman” being adorned by a friend 
before she goes to meet her lover Lord 
Krishna, “the quintessential male,” some¬ 
where out in the mysterious dark. "I’ve 
floated the slender streak of a crescent 
moon, as it were, precariously on the dark 
flow of the night. Radhika is just waiting for 
the moon to get overpowered by the 
surrounding darkness so that the moonless 
night becomes even more amiable for the 
secret tryst explains Ms Paul. The 
dramatic spread of the women’s dresses 
on the black screen, with their cascading 
fall spun out through lines and colours so 
realistically, seem to suggest the ecstasy 
and agony of Radhika's mind before she 
starts on her journey through the dark 
night to meet her Lord lover. 

“As I was doing this canvas one day I 
was playing on the stereo some To- 
sangaku music. It’s a very old Japanese 
dance music with mysteriously subdued 
lyrical movements. Something of that 
music seems to have got into the elon¬ 
gated, romantic linearities of this particular 
painting.” 

Another painting, done in an inkish 
monochrome on a golden backdrop, has 
been named Krishna and Kadha in Eternal 
Coyness. The lovers sit barely touching 
one another under the thatch^ roof of 
a cottage outlined in the backgpaund. Ms, 
Paul’s eloquent but controlled lines trans¬ 
forming contours into nKtaphors of tfesires 
and dreams assume the compulsive 
rhythms of Japanese calligraphy. "In this 


particular picture I’ve delibefyoi 
eschewed colours to ensure a very.*’ 
almost calligraphic style which ik c 
teristic of Japanese [tainting throii|ti! 
ages. In some of the ancient Ja] 
scrolls you mav have r 
the amazing power ot such free-flo 
calligraphic style. One of these sera 


Salim Paul 



Krisbaa aad Radba In 
Eternal Coyness 

•—- - — 

shows Bodhlsatta on a cloud. Done jA'| 
and in a purely linear style during the Iti 
period (700-^ AD) it is a briiwnt asm 
pie of the heights to which Japanese Oil 
raphic painting can scale. My Krishbii^ 
Kadha in Eternal Coyness, which is al^ 
in monochromatic lines, may recall ta8ci| 
of my close viewers echoes from, tfm'f 
century Japanese painting." 'j 

Looking at Ms Paul’s immediate art 
ence and discussuig her paintings wi&J 
one may have reasons to feel thal^'l 
saturation with the Japanese culture itt| 
about complete. 

“What is very important to me at I 
moment is of course meeting the dead! 
for the exhibition. But ultimately. I'd like 
paint these Indian classical themes on l 
Japanese kimono. Wouldn’t that lie a lai 
mark in the history of the Indo-Japatu 
relations? Well, my headquarters t| 
have to be in Tokyo then, for all 1 
know." says Ms Paul and laughs a hea 
laugh.* 
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A little outside Bonibav' is Filni^fy 
\shere a whole new world opens o utTd^ 
filmmakers. From helipads to temi)les,_ 
from highways to lakes, it prov ides 
most of the locales tliat are needed to 
manufacture dretims. Lekha Dhar 
visits the largest shooting site in Asia 

Photographs: Dimali 
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The presiding deity of this temple changes with the film of the day 


station or verdant countryside, 
they are all right here in Film 
City, 

The temple here has seen a 
hundred diflerent deities in¬ 
stalled, Its pillars adorned hy 
carvings representing the va¬ 
rious sects ol the Hindu reli¬ 
gion The sctipt decides the 
reigning deity of the day A 
legion of cops chases lobhers 
somewhere, villains prowl on 
their prey elsewheie. Way 
above the winding roads and 
green hillsides, the abandoned 
helipad comes to life wh«‘n the 
"Hoss" and "John” whirr awav 
with the loot, or a tree in the 
dislaiiie looks more buoyant 
with the hero and his jiume- 
niiii, dressed to kill, running 
around it to the tune of Anand- 
Miliiid. 

I he plains' have served for 
the close shots of Mahabhar- 
at’s Kurukshetra and 'I'lpu Sul¬ 
tan now crosses swords with 
the British here The first few 
episodes of Raniayan wc^re 
shot at Film City before the 
unit moved to LIniergaon “AD 
period dramas have to neces- 
sanly come here," says Rao. 
"They don't get this atmos¬ 
phere anywhere else." Adds 
V. Kathrxl, assistant manager 
(studios). "Film critics and 
regular filmgoers can now rec¬ 
ognise Film Citv locations. You 
find so much shot here m so 
many films ” 

Rao clauiis that almost 1(X) 
per cent of aU films coming out 
of Bombay have shot at least 
one or two scenes at Film 
City. The recent blcx'kbuster, 
Tfzaab, was fuDy shot here, as' 
was Buniyaad. About 90 per 
cent of Main Azaad Hoon and 
95 per cent of Mahabharat (ex¬ 
cept the long distance war 
scenes) also used Film City 


locations. 

Considered the biggest in 
Asia, Film City spreads over 
. .'t'lfi acres of land, and is even 
bigger than the Universal Stu¬ 
dios of Hollywood, In terms of 
technology. Hong Kong stu¬ 
dios are better fittc-d with fii 
tech equipment, special effects 
tiainecl personnel and stunt¬ 
men, but in area. Film City 
scores over all the rest. 

Says Subhash Sagar, Kama- 
nand Sagar’s eldest son, who 
handles pnxluction. “As a stu¬ 
dio it IS very good. It is a boon 
especially to small time film¬ 
makers. The space also comes 
in useful. For instance, there 
IS a thrilling .sequence in Bha- 
gawat for which we erected a 
fort. Dharmendra is tied with a 
rope and an elephant is 
brought to crush him, but be¬ 
fore It does that the elephant 
remembers a childhood asso¬ 
ciation with him. We couldn’t 
have done this in our studio, 
Nataraj. Or at Rajkamal, with 
buildings all around. At Film 
City with aU the hills and 
greenery around it was ideal. 
For era episodes like B.R.'s 
(Chopra) Mahabharat, Film 
City has really been useful. It 
depends on what you are look¬ 
ing for or on the type of film 
you want to shoot.” 

Amit Khanna feels that 
although Film City is definitely 
better than Bombay’s older 
studios, a lot stiU needs to be 
done. “Since it is government- 
managed there should be a 
greater focus on certain de¬ 
velopmental activities. 

“I was involved with 
Buniyaad which was shot 
there. 1 shot the climax of my 
film Shesh at Film City. 
Sheesbay Ka Ghar was shot 
there. A major part of Man 


Fasand was shot on a huge s now sine 

outdotir set on what is euphe- yghtra govcrnnie: 
mistically called tlie hehpad— pr„ject m p 

onginaUy it was planned at as a 
regular helipad for people to ] 2 (, of 

commute—now only filmi hell- awaited 
copters land there. 

And now movie moghuls and concentrated wil 
artistes, junior and eminent, acres of Film C 
have much to be happy about putting it a 

in tenns of establishment plans other studios in 

to have a lonipact film world the others I'TI 

with all the requisite facDilies Kanialistan are 
in one complex. Without dis- ^vliile the famous 
turbing the scenic locale sur g„inj/ downtull 
rounding 10 a.jes of land on ^Ised to anyth 
which the studios and other . , 

Film City binkiinKs stJind, an . *i l-i <’ 

additional 120 acres is being ^ 

, , . . goes down durir 

acquired for construction. , 

“The land will be used to set where in evident- 

up a colour lab, homes for the sets of Di 

lower income group junior Lightinim, soum 

artistes, and complete facilitit's ers, assistants, t 

so that producers don’t have to they are all over tl 

Highway scene where car chases take place 


move from their residences 
Juhu to the city to get their 
work done, and the rest el 
where. There will be resid 
tial arrangements for the p 
ducers here also. We are h 
mg that this will help cone 
trate film activities here.” s 
Rao. 

Recommendations to c 
tralise film industry' work w 
made by the Kasbekar Ci 
mittee in 198,5. An advisoi 
public sector imdertakir 
F. D Kasbekar said that sui 
move would improve the p, 
|rect ot the industry. It is 
months now since the Ma 
ashtra government cle; 
the project in principle, 
actual order for the tran 
of 120 acres of land is 
awaited 

But for now the actio 
concentrali'd within the 
acres of F'llm City, with 
mancl putting it ahead of c 
other studios in Bombay 
the others FTImistan 
Kanialistan are doing ' 
while the famous R.K. Sti 
IS going downtull 

Used to anything betv 
five and a dozen shootin 
day, the Film City ave 
goes down during the i 
soons. But the slump is 
where in evidence 
the sets of Dbaramst 
Lightmen, soundmen, v 
ers, assistants, the man 
they are all over the jilace 
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I) 30 am at Film City, and the 
t iure of all this hyperactivity 
. a storeroom that has been 
■ inverted into a drawing room 
■implete with sofas, 
iMichairs, potted plants and 
:fee tables 

The green carpel meets the 
i.'ks laid out in preparation 
: a trolley shot. In a comer 
■!; he room, a painter adds the 
...-.hing touches to an off- 
. ute door. In all that hustle 
r, I bustle, the uninitiated are 

I (l.inger ot being knocked 
( vn by busybee workers 
l.cting around props. The 

' parations go on, anticipat 
ii' ihe arrival of the star of the 
!iw, Mithun Chakrabortv 
',\s director Ravi Chopra, 

' e are nearing the end of the 
:n This IS just patchwork 
'(hun will be here after 11 In 

II film this IS the pkice where 
has to come and drop a 

ikage. Not more than an 
nil 's shooting " Th.it will be 
I seconds on celluloid 
hist nearby, at .Studio No 1, 
('liarations are on foi a lele- 
lon serial. A dressing table 
nil a vase of roses ,iiid 
other full ol flowers stand 
The diiector moves in and 
I of an open doorway, dis- 
isfied with arrangements, 
liile others shout instructions 
a lightman balanced pre- 
iiously on the door frame 
If curious onlookers man.ige 
ijet past these busy sections 






Kurukshetra for Mahabharat 


of filmy bustle, without stumb¬ 
ling on the wires and lighting 
equipment strewn around, the 
winding passages will lead 
them to Ihe .iircondilioned stu¬ 
dio These passages im¬ 
mediately bung to mind many 
a Hindi movie where Shashi 
Kapoor or Jeetendra ,iie 
pushed on stretchers by hos¬ 
pital attendants to the operat¬ 
ing the.ilre beyond The walls 
here are marked with 
“Emergency Ward", “.Salience 
please" (note filmdom’s scorn 
tor the English languiige) and 
similar hospital grafitti. 

The entiance to the aiiceii- 
dilioned studio is barred by an 
attend.inl, who stubbornly 
says that shooting is in prog¬ 
ress and nobody, but nobody is 
allowed in It is only the diiec- 
lor’s okay which permits one 
onto the sets for an ad film on 
paints, Shalimar Paints, to be 
precise. An executive of Ear 


[ Video IS hesitant about pic- 
tuies being taken ol the sets 
"You know, there is seciecv in 
this. We wouldn’t like oiii 
competitors to know," 

The airconditioned studio is 
about the most ex|)ensive that 
Film City has to offer. Shoot¬ 
ings here cost Ks 5.000 per 
shift (eight hours each). The 
non-AC and outdoor locales 
are Ks 2,0(M) per shift. 

Imaginative producers make 
use of all parts of Film City. 
The entrance to an airport in 
I one film becomes a railway 



Lawns outside Film City 
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Film City lake; Today in Kashmir, toniorrow in Nalnital 


station in another. It also 
serves for school and college 
entrain es, and whatever else 
the producei'diiectoi seeks to 
devise. 

“Imagination is limitless," 
say the officials "We can cre¬ 
ate permanent sets, but the 
art directors do not like it. 
They jirefer to create and 
dismantle sets -that brings 
them more money. Our creat¬ 
ing permanent outdoor sets 
would interfere with this. This 
IS not the case in some other 
places. Iri* Holly\vood. most of 
the sets are permanent " 

But for now in India’s own 
Hollywood, Film City and its 
panoramic settings will have to 
do. And for all those familiar 
tree-covered hillsides, lake 
scenes, car chases on lonely 
and tortuous hill roads. Film 
City will have to be the port of 
call. ■ 








7 DAYS 



Meenakshi Seshadri and Anil Kapoor in Awba 


\ All 

\ ifof 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Kilms 


• A«J Ka Arjun: Paradise (Ben- 
tinck Street; 285442), Msoestic 
(Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road; 
242266), Krishna (T.C. Outta 
Street; 250437), Jagat (Acharya 
Ptaiulla Chandra Road; 365108), 
Mitra (Bidhan Sarani; 551133), 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani; 311522), 
Basusree (S.P. Mukhenee Road; 
484808), Chhaya (Acharya PrafuUa 
Chandra Road; 351382), Pnya 
(Rashbehari Avenue; 464440), 
Madhuban (Regent Park). 

A film by K.C. Bokadia, stamng 
megastar Amitabh Bachchan along 
with Jaya FYada and Radhika. The 
music is by Bappi Lahin. 

• Aashiqui: Orient (Bentinck 
Street; 281917)—4 shows. Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street; 552270>—noon. 

A film by Mahesh Bhatt, star¬ 
ring debutants Anu Agarwal and 
Rahul Roy. The music is by 
Nadeem Shravan. 

• Amba: Opera (Lenin Sarani; 


281849), Crown (Rafi Ahmed Kid¬ 
wai Road; 244822), Moonlight 
(T.C, Outta Street; 2M956), Sree 
(Bidhan Sarani; 551515), Khanna 
(Acharya Prafiilla Chandra Road; 
552932), Indira (Indra Roy Road; 
471757). 

Shabana Azmi, Anil Kapoor and 
Meenakshi Seshadri play the lead 
in this Mohan Kumar film. The 
music is by Laxmikant Pyarelal. 

• Dil: Metro (Chowringhee Road; 
280141)—4 shows. 

Directed by Indra Kumar and 
with music by Anand Mifind, the 
film stars Aamir Khan, Madhuri 


Dbdt and Anupam Kher. 

• Jawani Zindabad: Jyoti 
(Lenin Sarani; 241132), Kaiika 
(Sadananda Road; 478141), Pur- 
nasree (Raia Raj Kissen Street: 
554033), Naaz (Lower Chitpur 
Road; 277273), Liberty (Chittaran- 
jan Avenue; 553046)—4 shows; 
Menoka (Sarat Chattetjee Avenue;, 
410417)—noon; Alochhaya (Be- 
liaghata Main Road; 35M59>--3 
shows. 

Aamir Khan, Parha and Kader 
Khan are the chief attractions m 
this film, (hrected by Anin Bhatt. 
The music is by An^d Milind. 


• Jeevan Ek Sangbursh: EL 

(S.N. Banerjee Road; 241383)- 
shows; Talkie Show House (Shi 
das Bhaduri Street; 5522711 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteijee Avenu 
410417)—3 shows. 

Anil Kapoor and Meenaks 
Seshadri are the lead pair in tt 
film directed by Rahul RawaiL H 
music is by Laionikant Pyarelal. 

• Mera Pati Sirf Mera Ha 
Roxy (Chowringhee Placi 
284138)-4 shows. 

A social entertainer, stami 
JeetendA, Rekha, Radhika, An 
pam Kher and Utpal Dutt. The fil 
IS directed by Manobala and tl 
music is by Anand Milind. 


Bengali Film.s 


• Bbangagara: Darpana (Bidhi 
Sarani: 558080)—2.30, 5.15, i 

Du'ected by Guru Bagchi. tl 
main attractions of this film at 
Prasenjit, Satabdi Roy, Deepank: 
Oe, Subhendu Chatterjee, Debili 
Mukherjee and Rajeshwari Ro 
Choudhury. The music is b 
Ravindra Jam. 

• Debate (A): Minar (Bidha 
Sarani; 552753), Bijoli (S.P 
Mukheijee Road’ 473462), Chha 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road 
:i52740)-2.45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Victor Banerjee, Debashrci 
Roy, Dilip Roy, Anup Kumar, Kal 
Banerjee, Indrani Haider, Arjui 


Debutante Rupali and Tapas Paul in Anil Ganguly’s Balidaan 
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AanpJalota 

2 September; 6 pm 

A Bharata Natyam duet by Kala- 
mandalam Venkitt and Unia Venk- 
itt. conducted by Thankamani 
Kutty. 

At Calcutta lliitvcrsiiv liiMtilute 
Mall. 

3 September: 6.30 pm 

Durbar and VST Industries I.td 
present Sham-a-Gbttzal, featunni; 
Anup jalota. 

At G.D. Birla Sabhajiar (39 
Ashutosh t’liowHliui\ Am'iiiu’: 
751797). 

4 September: 2.30 pm-4.30 
pm 

Puja craft, oiipinised In Prog¬ 
ressive Kduiation.il ri.cliiiiuiies 
Society. 

At Loreto House (Middleton 
Row). 

7 September; S.30 pm 

Chhaya Hindol’s 25th 
anniversary programme features 
Kanjan Majumdar's Hira-Manik- 
Som, children’s dance drama, and 
dance drama Vrvashi (based on 
Kalidas’ Vikramorv.nhi), drama¬ 
tised and composed by Raiijan Ma- 
jumdar and assi.sted by Tejendra 
Narayan Majumdar. 

At Rabindra Sadan 

7 September; 6.30 pm 
Padatik and USIS present the 

Hindi play Baansh Wala (a tiansla- 
tion of Wchard Nash's The Ram 
Makef), directed bv Rodney M.ir- 
nott and designed b\ Christopher 
Barreca. 

At Cyan Manch (II Pretoria 
Street). 

8 September: 6 pm 

Natanani Kalakshetra pieseiits -i 
solo Bharata Natyam recital bv 
Kumar Ashis, disciple of 
Khagendra Nath Barman. 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretora 
Street). 

lemendilam and Uma Venkitt 




TRAVEL 


NOTE: All arrival and da- 
partura timaa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Fieuraa in brackata 
denote tba daya. 1 being 
Monday. 


International 


Loadoa-Delhl-Calcutta: Ait. 

(1) : AI-132/A1-1320 at 1300 
Caieotta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (2); Al-101 at 
0240. 

Calciitta-Bombay-Dubal: Dep. 

(2) : AI-IOl/AI-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); Al-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5); Al-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. ( 6 ); Ai-309 at 
1825: Dep. ( 6 ): AI-309 at 1935. 
Calcutta-Bombay-LondoD- 
New York: Dep. ( 6 ): A1-309/AI- 
UOl at 1935. 

Calcutta-DelU-Paria-Loiidon: 

Dep. (7): AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Caicutta-Delhi-Rome- 
Fyankfart: Dep. (7). Al IbSLAl- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-London-Deihi- 

Calcutta: Arr '7' Ai IIL’ AI- 
1122 al 0340. 

Frankfurt-Rome Deihi- 

Calcutta: An. (1). Al 162'Al- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: An¬ 
il) Sl'-.537 .It l.')2!> 
Calcutta-Oubai-Moscow; Dep 
(4): SU-.538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta; .Arr il. 4): 
HI-184 at 0730 

Calcutta- Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1. 41 K)-1HI .it 
0830. 

Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep (7) • 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Singapore-Calcutta: .Arr. (2) ; 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr (5) SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: An ('.’ 4. 

7i 1C-232 at lt>40. An il. .1, 6 ): 
TG-313 at 1240; Dep ( 2 . 4, 7). 
IC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1. 3. 6 ): 
TC 314 at 1305 
Delhi-Calcutla-Dhaka- Air 
(61, 1C 84.1 at or 1.1 Dep (Or 
IC-81.1 at iiM.').) 

Dhaka-Calculta-Delhi: An 

( 61 : IC 8 .il at lll.'i Dep ( 6 r 
1C-84 I .-It 12l .'> 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1, 

6 ) ; RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4. 6 . 

7) : IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (I, 6 ): 
RA-213at 1150. Arr. (2, 4. 6 . 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily)- 
BG-092 at loV) and B(t 096 at 
1920. Dep. (1.2,3.4.6,7): BG. 094 
at 1620, Dep. (5);BG-098al 1820. 
Dep (1.7); IC-223 at 1340. Dep. 

(2.4.6); IC-223 at 1640. 


Printed hero la the rmgulmr Indian Airllnaa sche¬ 
dule. But the echeduie has been curtailed due to 
the grounding of its Airbus A320 fiaat. Passen- 
gera ara advised to keep track of announce- 
manta made by Indian Airlines in the press. For 
aaalatance, they may contact 262648, 262688, 
266869, 262417, 869433, 669841/2/3/476 and 
569633. 


Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr, Idailv); 
H(.-09l .11 1010 and BG 095 at 
1840. Arr (1.2.3.4.6.7). B<;-093 
.It 1.540. ,An. (5) BG-097at 1740. 
Arr. (1,7) IC-224 at 1.540, Arr. 

(2,4,6). IC-224 al 1840. 
Calcutta-Chltlagong: Dep 
<2. 51 BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6): 
IC-22.5 at l.)30. 

CUtUgong-CalcutU: Arr. (2, 
.5): BG-697 at 1330. Arr. (6); 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro; Dep. (2) KB- 
106 al 0900. An- (2)' KB-105 al 
0800 


Domestic 


Alr-India 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (7). AI- 
1651 at 05(X). 

Oelhi-Calcutta: Arr. ( 1 )- AI- 
1.320 at i:«) 0 , Arr (7)- AI-1122 at 
■)340 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep ( 2 ). AI- 
101 at 0240. Dep ( 6 )- AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (5): Al- 
:i06at 1815. 

itkUmn Alrltnea ' 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily) IC- 
26,» at 0030 and IC-402 at 1700, 
Arr (d.'iiK) 1C-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily)- 
iC-273 .at 1955 and lC-176 at 0855; 
Arr. (daily): IC-274 at 1855 and 
lC-175 at 0755. 

Calculta-Madras; Dep. (dailv)- 
It 2'>.5 .t( 17(H). Arr. (d,iilv) IC- 
266 .It 2150 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. 
(2. I I .5.6 7) 1C-271 at 150(1, Arr, 
(2 l. t. I.'-. 7) 1C 2,2 .It 202.5, 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras; Dep. 

(1.2.4.6) . 1C-542 at 0730; Arr 
•(1)’. IC-541 at 0945. Arr (2,4,6): 
IC Ml at 1310. 

Calcutla-Guwahati: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly) IC 229 at 1250;An. (dady> 
IC-230 al 1550. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) : lC-201 at 1130; Arr. 
(1,.L.5.6); IC-202 at 1245. Arr. 
(2.4) IC-202 at 1.500. 

Calcutta • Tezpur - Jorhat • 
Guwahati ■ Calcutta: Dep. 

(3.5.7) - IC 213 al lo;«): An. 

(3.5.7) : IC-213 at l.MO 
Calcutta • Guwahati - Dima- 
pur: Dep. ( 1 .3.5.6). Ic 219 .11 
1120. Arr (1.3..5.6); IC -220 at 16tH). 
Calcutta ■ Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); IC-221 at IKK); Arr. (dailv): 
IC 222 at 1320. 


Calcutta-Agartala; Dep. (dai- 
Iv)- It 241 at 07(H). Dep .(2.4). 
lC-213 at 14(H). Dep (3..5,6.7). 
IC 24.3 at () 6 (K), Dep. (I) IC-2t3 
at 14(Hl. Arr. (dailv) IC-242 at 
09<K). .An- (2.4) lC-244 .at 1600. 
An (3..5. 6.7). IC-244 at 1020. 
An. (D- IC-244 at 1600 
Calcutta- Sllchar- Imphal: 
Dep (daily)- lC-255 at 0600; An. 
(daily). IC-256 at 1030. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) - IC-269 at 1710; An. 

(3.5.6) lC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : lC-277 at 1745; An. 

(1.2.7) IC-27H at 2215. 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 
(2,4): lt-285 at 0.545 , An. (2.4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Port Blair - Car 
Nicobar: Dep (I) IC-287 at 
0545; An. (1) IC 288 at 1235. 
Calcutta - Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow • Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-410at0830: An, 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . lC-409 at 1510. 

Vaymloot 

Calcutta-Agartala-Imphal: 

Dep. (1.3,5). |■F-727at0530; An. 

(1.3.5) . PF-728 al 1120. 
Calctittg-Agartala-Silchar: 
Dep. (7): l’K-729A .at 0550: An. 
(7) HF-73()A at 1050. 
Calcutta-Shillong-Guwahati- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1.J..5.7). PF; 

701 al 1140, An. <1.3, .5,7): PF- 

702 at 1615 

Calcutta - Agartala • Kamal- 
pur - Kallasnar - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. ( 2 .1.6): i’F-729at 
0,5,50. An (2,4,6) PF-730 at 

II HO. 

Calcutta - Sllchar - Shillong • 
Guwahati - Sllchar - Calcutta: 

Dep, ( 2 .- 1 . 6 ): PF-701 at IKK); An. 

( 2 . 1 . 6 ) PF-7()2 .at 171.5. 
Calcutta-Rourkeln: Dep. (1, 3, 
5): PF-7l5at06<K); An. (1, 3. 5); 
PF-716 at 08.55. 

Calcutta • Guwahati - Jorhat - 
Lilabaii • Dibrugarh ■ Tezu: 

Dep. (2.6) PF-709 ,it 0815, An. 

( 2 . 6 ) : PF-710 at 1840. 

Calcutta - Guwahati - Dlma- 
pur - Jorhat - Lilabari • Dibni- 
garh: Dep (4) PF-709 at 0815. 
An. (4): PF-710 al 1750. 
Calcutta - Guwahati - Dima- 
pur ■ Jorhat • Lilabari - Dibru¬ 
garh - Tezu: Dep. (7). PF-709 at 
0600: An. (7). PF-710 at 1705. 
Calcutta - Agartala: Dep 
(1.3.5) PF-729A at 1130 An. 









(1.3.5) - PF-730A at 1410 
Calcutta • Aizawl • Agartala • 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6) FF 705 at 
0910 and PF-729B at 1310 Anr 

(2.4.6) ). PF-706 at 1255 and PF- 


730B at 1655 

Calcutta - Jamshedpur -Ran- 


Calcutta • Jamshedpur: Dep 

(2,4,6) PF-717 at 0550, Arr. 


cM - Patna: Dep (1,3,5) PF-725 (2,4,6)- PF-718 at 0745. 


at 0550, Arr (1 3,5) PF-726 at 
1115 


Calcutta • Cooch Behar; Dep. 
(2.4.6,7)- PF-707 at 0600: An- 


(2,4,6, 7) PF-708 at 0855. 
Calcutta - Aizawl • Sllchar 
Guwahati: Dep (1,3.5,7); PF 

705 at 0915, An- (1,3,5,7): PF 

706 at 1620. 







STILL LIFEI Face* of 44 schoolmataa are on the mind of our 
young friend, above How many of them can you And? 


• SUM PICK' Pick a number st^lracl 1, multiply by 2. 
add the original number Now, add two divide by 3 arxJ 
you II have the original number 







:an you trust your eyes? There are at least six differ- 
jnces in drawing detaSs between top and boftom panels How 
quickly can you Imd them? Check answers with those below 
IU«J9||IP $1 laquinN 9 persour» uuy s luarewip si 
Iso t Ouissiiu 81 lOysBuiis c repoiii si dsiig r ywietiip« uSis I e»3uaj8Mia 
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CAPTIVE RAINBOW 

A real rainbow Is a reflection of the 
sun s rays bent by raindrops mto a 
variety of colours This same effect 
may be produced In a “captive* 
rainbow set up at home 
A pocket mirror, |ar (Or glass), 
and some water are needed 
Place mirror Inside the lar, pour 
in water to cover mirror, and place 
jar on a firm surface, where It will 
intercept light from the sun (or any 
bright light) 

Mjust mirror angle properly to 
reflect toward a wall As water 
calms, a spectrum of colours will 
appear on wall 


e NAME QAMEI Namae of 
both parsons shown In tha 
drawing balow begin with 
tha Isttar P (at topi. Both 
names may be spallad out 
by proeasding cloekwlse 
around tha drcla, noting 
each third latter for one (d 
tha names and aach fifth 
latter for tha other. 

How quiekly can you da- 
tormina tha two names? 


••uivu BM) Mi HMd pu* 




FUNSPOT 




SMASH HIT' Cornin’ atcha Jull speed 
these colors neatly: 1—Red 2 —LI 
5—Flash tones 6—Lt green 7—Dk 

is a hartJ^hH iennis ball 
blue »-Yellow. 4—Lt. b 
brown. 8—Dk. blue. 

Xppfy 

rown. 

r—-- - .. .. ■ . 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all fho 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

INTERCOM 


THEN score 2 pomfs each for all 
words of tour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least SO pewits. 

uiMi UI03 8 UIOSOMI aiqniOd 






































I am eager to Know why 
■March 25 is considered as 
‘Lady-Day," writes Shrabanti, 
Calcutta 91. 

Lady-Day, March 25, com¬ 
memorates the Annunciation 
of Our Lady, the Virgin Mary. 
The Annunciation is the day 
on which the angel Gabriel 
announced to the Virgin 
Mary that she would be the 
mother of the Saviour. In 
earlier times it was called “St 
Mary's Day in Lent" to dis¬ 
tinguish it from other feast 
days of Our Lady which were 
also Lady Days. Until 1752, 
Lady Day was the legal be¬ 
ginning of the year. It was 
also one of the year’s four 
traditional quarter days in 
Bntain on which labourers 
could be hired and rents had 
to be paid. 

An interesting offshoot of 
this term is the expression 
"When Our Lord falls In Our 
Lady's lap" which refers to 
when Easter Sunday falls on 
the same date as Lady Day 
(March 25) which is sup¬ 
posed to be unlucky for Eng¬ 
land 


Arnab Mukherjee reports 
from Patna: 

“The Patna Round Table 
No. 58 recently held a quiz 
with a difference—^this one 
meant for professionals in 
different fields. There were 
nine teams with amusing— 
yet apt—names like Shy- 
locks (bankers). Outlaws 
(senior policemen). Red 
Tape (bureaucrats), Mirch 
Masala (housewives). Black 
Bores (teachers). Quacks 
(docs). Raiders (tax offi¬ 
cials), Freedom Fighters 
Ooumalists) and Berojgars (a 
group of bright young gradu¬ 
ates, actually). The quiz was 
corrducted with customary 
wit and flair by Barry O'Brien, 
who is undoubtedly the most 
popular and most-loved 
quizmaster in Patna quiz cir¬ 
cles. Though Barry repe¬ 
atedly asked everyone to 
have-fun-and-forget-about- 
the-scores, we did in fact get 
to see a real nail-biting finish 
which needed a tie-breaker 
to resolve ttie deadlock. 


QUIZ □ 


rHo OueeMon: In economlca, what are 

u ^ »runaway pianto”? (Manlah Kar Ray, &o 
Mr M.K. Kar Ray, Cempdil, Aaanaol- 
713304.) 

Ant: Trade unlona In developed Induat- 
rial nadona apply this term to the atagea 
of production of certain Induatrlea which are carried 
out in developing countries to reap the benefits of 
cheap and abundant labour there, thus resulting in 
loss of employment opportunWea at home. 


^ v'l '‘i 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who was shown the 
first red-card in any World 
Cup Soccer Final? 

2. What is kakistocracy? 
(Rakesh Verma, Bel- 
gharia) 

3. What is the Wulkar 
Lake’s old name? (Nir- 
malya Kumar Sarkar, 
Asansol 1) 

4. Henry Fonda won an 
Oscar tor his last movie. Ha 



!■! 

, ; I ‘ 


ryFdnds 

title? (Ar)anl Kumar, Ran¬ 
chi 1) 

5. What is a'launch win¬ 
dow' in satellite launching 
programme? (Sougata ^ 


Dhar Chowdhuiy, Boipw^ 

4) 

S. Whose coronation had 
to be postponed because 
of illness? (Anjartava Dat- 
ta, Calcutta 31) 

7. Which Bertgaii fiim 
was based on ImSound 
of Musto?(Subrata Haidar, 
TribeniS) 

8. Which of Ingemar 
Bergman's films has dealt 
explicitly with toe conflict 
between Judaism and 
Christianity, or more pre¬ 
cisely, with the threat of 
Judaism to Christianity? 
(Othello Mazoomdar, Boral 

8. Who won toe first gold 
medal tor India at toe Inau¬ 
gural Aslan Games and In 
which event? (Mohan 
Kumar Agrawal, Bargarh 
28) 

10. Whotsgiventoe 

King George V Cup ? 
(Sh^h Abdur Rab, Burd- 
wanSI) 


ANSWERS 


’uopeiquitM 
»atinse|6u|8S,ueuj 
^lOJSuuiMeiu. ' 01 . 

eiXtsatttd 
uioot'l^uigo8$ '0 
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'SuipiiidBqew 'C 
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Raiders finished first, out- 
gunning Outlaws and mos 
surprisingly Mirch Masala 
came a ckse third—who 
could ever have thought tfi 
housewives knew so mud 

"Who was Juan Fernanda 
after whom Robinson Cru¬ 
soe's Island was named?" 
asks Vivek Kayan, Caicutt 
30. 

Juan Fernandez (fl. 1561 
Spanish navigator, disco¬ 
vered the island in the Pac 
fic Ocean which bears his 
name and which is still 
associated with the story o 
Robinson Crusoe. He was 
toe first sailor to appreciate 
that the contrary winds whi 
made passage up the wesi 
em coast of 
South America 
so difficult and tedious mig 
not blow farther out to sea, 
and proved the coirectnesj 
of his theory by encounterii 
the trade winds at sea and 
making a passage from 
Chile to Callao in 30 days, i 
feat which earned him arret 
on a charge of sorcery. He 
discovered the Juan Feme 
dez group of islands in 156 
during a voyage from Lima 
Valdivia, and was granted I 
the Spanish government a 
concession to develop toer 
but the colony he set up 
there failed to flourish. The 
goats which he took with to 
colony did, however, estab 
lish themselves, and it was 
some of their descendants 
which were caught by Alex¬ 
ander Selkirk (Robinson 
Crusoe) and later still by 
Commodore Anson in his 
voyage of circumnavigatior 
(1740-4). 

Juan Fernandez Is 
still credited with toe first 
sighting of Easter Island an 
he claimed also to have 
sighted a 'continent' which, 
true, must have been either 
Australia or New Zealand. 


Postscript: Today is the lai 
day for entries of toe Argus 
Plate at the Dalhousle Insti¬ 
tute. The draw will be on toe 
Irrstitute’s board on ^ptem- 
ber 5 and the quiz will be 
held on September 7 and 8. 
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CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OE MARBLE 1 


The discmiiiig eye cum beyond the IheanmyiiianeirtiitiinhM^whh 
i]bvioii8.Farbey(nidllieui(riateibfin the bhd^UL B me Ihat hnsoUea 
of this Dilwan Temple sitiiited OB the furnace which fotjediteeifaiaif nod 
extensive pateau of Momit Aba in the inqilemwite.liowevg'cnidBand 
Aravalli mountains of Rajasthan. Of aidiaic. Thus, the baddmoe of inch 
white maihle, the intetior is lavish in sweeping craatnity was, as dwaya, 
sculpture and ardiitectuial techDology-bia wani,steelfoigiag. 

decoration. Columns, ceiliogs,porticoB AndcenlnriesofstecifiBegiBgialnda 
and celts, duplay marble based is today reaching a techndle^ 
on geometrical manitate with super- xenitb witb POWMEX STEELS 
impoaed planes and concentric rings 

in the fwinofa star. In each cell is a POWMEX is emoging as Asia’s first 

polisliedriooeidotiepieseatiiiga plant to produce High Speed Steel and 
tirthankara or fain saint Super High ^leed Meek throogb 

Powder Cap^ Form Teduniegy. 

Centuries have tolled by. Monumenls, 

peal and small have come to adorn POWMEX, in coflaboralioa with the 
our land. The men who made these world leader BOHIER of AUSTRIA is 

aesthetic masterpieces poesibie were setting qi a Rs. 700 millianhii^ tech 

plant near Tillagarfa in Orissa. This 


uriD put the Indiaa Hi^ Speed Steel 
on par with the finest availafale in the 
wo^ POWMEX pradncl mix 
indodes hath Tn^rten and 
Motybdenum High Speed Staeb of 
variims eecttene in rounds, flats and 
squares^ and are indiapenaable for 
Hsakfog driOa, teamen, dies, forming 

tenl^ | iiiiirlii!« | yir m—nap etf- 

Ihe tools mde ont of Soper Hq^ 
Speed Steels erin btmg abmO a 
seadiaagB in their durahslity and 
qna%tntniag out better c e ni po n e Bt sL 

POWMEX mhuae napotls and earns 
pt ec i un s Foniga nvHimp lo 
the oounby’s ided of self-tefiaM and 
pnwih. 



Powmex Steels Limited 

lANAsasnouMrorncau 

saiiiiisi Hill afamtuA. ins wt.ia 

laon Wh, Hr*nteS - wsew. 

inliiiiitafatTwteMwerBe-Otit 


POWMEX - Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 













IT< 1) 'ikiifi'jt 

Stunningly beautiliil 
Sutc of the an technology 
combined togethcf to evolve 
a new standard in 
refrigerators (rc-ated by a 
team of engineers whose 
mission IS not to follow the 
market but to lead the 
refrigeratur world 

\rtistn M‘ riing 

* 100% Polyurethane Foam 
insulation Avoids 
sweating of the 
refrigerator even in high 
humidity conditions 

* SupenorSAN 
materud-Cnsper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ Cheese ( best 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves 

* Supenor design for 
maximum storage space 
Removable egg tray for 
extra stora;^ - a special 
feanire for vegetarians 

* A large ( hill Tray with a 
umque l)np Tray for easy 
removal of defrosted 
water 



• All steel construction and 
tough ABS imer 

• Available ui a wide range 
of attractive colours 

Sterling Technology 

• Internationally renowned 
'Power Saver compressor 

• Cawb superfest, makes ICC 
even faster 

• Withstands wide volt^c 
fluctuations 

No voltage stabillzrr 
b required if the 
operatJog volts^ b 
within lM>-260iV. 

• Consumes minimal 
electnaty 

• Automatic defrost (push 
button) 

Ihi new Sterling. 

It IS beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
mtroduced in die market 
With a proven, dependable 
after sales service Its no 
mere refrigerator It’s the 
Sterling 


Sterling 

Sold and serviced by ^ ExpoMadifncrgLMtail Ptagad Tower, 26 Rajtoifra Place, New Ddhi-UO 008 


Mutual 5120d 





POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 


Can There Be 
Another Kafi? 

For years Rafi was un¬ 
doubtedly the best male 
singer in India, entrancing 
audKnces with the irres¬ 
istible power, sweetness 
and melody of his voice 
(“Velvet Voice’, July 29). 

Rail’s variety is mind- 
boggling: he ‘yahooed’ for 
Shiimmi Kapoor, crooned 
romantic numbers like Sau 
saal pehle mujbe lunise 
pyar tha for Dev Anand, 
recorded soft songs like 
Chaudhvin ka chand for 
Guru Dutt and tragic num¬ 
bers like Yeh duniya yeh 
mehS! for Raaj Kumar and 
lent his voice to countless 
other stars. He also has the 
record for the highest num¬ 
ber of playback songs— 
28,()(X) as per the Guinness 
Book of World Records. 
Vivek Agarwal, 

Calcutta 

■ The feature was brief 
but very touching, a real 
trip down memory lane. 

Md. Sayeed, 

Calcutta 


■ 1 think such an artiste 
will never be bom again. 
You should have also co¬ 
vered details about his life 
and contribution to the film 
industry. I hope you will 
have a cover story on him 
in the near future. 

Ashok Bhowmick, 
Calcutta 

■ Thou^ a decade has 
passed since Rafi died, his 
sweet voice stiU lingers in 
the ears of milhons of 
listeners. 

Heroes, comedians, 
character actors and vil¬ 
lains have all sung in his 
velvet voice. He was the 
first true complete play¬ 
back singer without any 
acting aspirations. If a solit¬ 
ary singer can be named 
who epitomised Indian film 
music from 1944 to 1980, it 
has to be Rafi. 

Javed Nishat, 

Calcutta 

■ It will be difficult to re¬ 
pay your kindness in pub¬ 
lishing the translated songs 
of Rafi and his charming, 
smiling face. 

Pramod Kumar Rai, 
Howrah 





t 




■ All the noted singers of 
yesteryear such as Kafi, 
Mukesh, Kishore and 
Hemant have passed away, 
leaving a vacuum that can 
never be filled in the years 
to come. 

M.S. Haider. 

(Calcutta 

I)i\iuo I'owcr 

‘What the Stars Foretell’ 
(July 15) was a well written 
article which deserved to 
be applauded rather than 
condemned as Sandwip 
Majhi has done (Post Mor¬ 
tem, August 12). 

In the last two decades I 
have personally found the 
utility of gemstones in heal¬ 
ing diseases. Gem therapy 
has come from colour ther¬ 
apy which in turn comes 
from the spectrum of the 
sun (Vibgyor). Our ancient 
sages and kings saw a di¬ 
vine power in gems. 

Cosmic rays constantly 
emanating from the sun are 
absorbed by gems and re¬ 
flected selectively to bring 
forth good results. Certain 
gems have wonderful heal¬ 
ing powers. But it must be 
underscored that, to 
achieve the desired effect, 
one must wear gems of 
correct weight and colour, 
otherwise it would do more 
harm than good. 

Subhas Bose, 
Jamshedpur 

■ The article was based 
totally on prejudiced opin¬ 
ions. TiU today, nothing at 
all is known or scientifically 
established regarding the 
cause and effect of the 
various stones on living' 
beings in relation to the 
stars and planets of the 
vast universe. 

Astronomy is a complete 
science white there is not 
even an iota of science in 
astrology. We should have 
faith in our own ability and 
acumen ami not be swept 
away by false ideas perpe¬ 
trated by stone-steering 
jugglery. 

Monjusree 

Dutt-Halder, 

Calcutta 


The Telegraph 

9 SEPTEMBER 1990 
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Anil udh Singh of 


Indole IS III a < lass of his own 
He IS a master at cieating 
lepliias of vint.ige (.ais and 
selling theiii the kind of cars 
von .ilwa>s wanted to diive but 
not even voutould afford to 


avoir 









tB Newly discovered 
fos.sils provide insight into a 
pre-dinosaui world 
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N ewly discovered fossils of 225 mil- 
lion-year-oW creatures found at a 
wooded site near Richmond have 
yielded a rare view of the world as it 
existed just before the dinosaurs took 
over 

The cache of fossils, unprecedentc-d in 
the Northern Hemisphere, includes the 
jaws of 11 reptiles c^ed cynodonts, the 
closest diKestors to mammals. It illus¬ 
trates the prevalence of such animals 
before a mysterious mass extinction all but 
wiped them out. 

Moist, subtropical, swarming with in¬ 
sects, the Richmond area of the Tnassic 
Penod was crisscrossed with ponds and 
waterways. Shrew-sized, mammal-like 
reptiles scampered throujjh swamps trying 
to avoid ancestral crocodiles and strange 
beasts armoured with pointed spines and 
spikes. 

Five of the 11 jaws found at the dig are 



Jaws from 11 mammal-like reptiles called cynodonts, including 
one from an immature animal (top) and another—less than a 
centimetre long—possibly from a hatchling (lower right), are 
among a collection of 225 million-year-old fossils found near 
Richmond, \'a. Until the unprecedented discovery the .same 
types of fossils from the Triassic, a geologic period lasting from 
2-10 million to 205 million years ago, had shown up only in South 
America, China and South Africa 


... belonging to cynodonts 


who roamed the 


supercontinent 225 million 


years ago were recently 




Richmond, Vir, 


report 



so tiny that they might have come fro 
hatchluigs. “There may be dozens mo 
around,” says Hans-Dieter Sues, 
Smithsonian Institution jialeobiologi: 
who IS du'ecting the excavation with Pa 
E. Olsen of Columbia University 
Lamont-Doherty Geologicad Observator 
'llieir work is support^ by the Natior 
Geojpaphic Society. 

A suigle tooth found by Olsen whi 
doing a survey for an oil and gas compai 
a few years ago drew the scientists to tl 
site. “He showed it to me and we bo 
examined it closely," recalls Sues. “VI 
were dumbfounded when we realised th 























A new fosfU find iie«r Richmoiid, Va.» dcUgiits Smltlisoiilao 
Institndon palcobiologUt Bui><Dteter Sues (centre) and 
assistants. Excavattons directed by Sties and Paul E. Olsen of 


(•airrmiT ri in rrm rnri rrrrpTTTB »7n 


Observatory have uncovered the bones of at least 200 animals 
that lived 22S million wars ago. Among them is an assortment 
of niammal<like reptiles, ancestral crocodiles and an armoured 
creature previously unknown to scleace 


It seemed identical to the teeth of some 
Tnassic mammal-like reptiles found in 
South Amenca ” 

The subsequent discovery of so many 
cynodonts in Virginia solved a puzzle that 
has baffled paleontologists for years Dur¬ 
ing the Tnassic Penod, 240 million to 205 
million years ago, all the planet’s iandmas- 
ses formed a single supercontinent known 
as Pangaea Sizable collections of cyno¬ 
donts have turned up m South Amenca, 
China and South Afnca Scientists could 
not figure out why only a jaw and a few 
fragments of these rep^es had previously 
been found in the Northern Hemisphere 

"We thought It had something to do with 
geography," says Olsen "Now, by findmg 
so many mammal-like reptiles and other 
creatures common to assemblages in the 
South Hemisphere, we tan assume that 
the same creatures probably roamed 
throughout Pangaea ” 

The animals found in Vu-ginia were 
probably the size of shrews and may have 


had fur Sues thinks the structure of their 
bone*; and teeth looks more mammalian 
than that of their simultaneously evolving 
reptilian cousins Among the weird cousins 
found at the site is a strange reptile, four 
or five feet long, that was armoured with 
big, bony back plates and large, rigid 
spines 

Also new to science are four hzardlike 
animals that have never been seen before 
If proved to be true lizards they would be 
the oldest found anywhere m the world 


The creatures represent a planet m transi¬ 
tion that would change dramatically in the 
next fiew million years The manunal-bke 
reptiles and the emerging true mammals 
would become bit {^yers, relegated to the 
wmgs as the dinosaurs took centrestage. 

^nosaurs dominated a 200 milhon-ycar- 
old collection of fossils found la Nova 
Scotia a few years ago by Sues. Olsen and 
Neil H Shubin, a University of Pennsylva¬ 
nia evolutionary biologist 
The animals found m Canada had sur¬ 
vived mass extinctions that occurred less 
than 500,000 years earlier As many as 75 
per cent of manne mvertebrates and some 
land-dwellers varushed, but two recently 
evolved groups, the dmosaurs and mam¬ 
mals, puUed through 
“Mass extinctions change the rules of 
evolution,” explains David Jabkmski of the 
University of Chicago, a leading extinction 
theorist "When one strikes, it’s not 
necessarily the most fit that survives, 
often It’s the most fortunate ’’ Drasbc 
changes in the environment can suddenly 
put healthy species at a disadvantage 
Others that have barely been hanging on 
can squeak through and uihent ^rth. 

So It was with the mammals Dmosaurs 
and mammals originated withm 10 miHion 
years of each other about 220 million years 
ago But while the dmosaurs ruled the 
planet for 140 miUlion years, mammals 
stayed small and msignificant 
Another great extmebon snuffed out the 
dmosaurs about 65 milhon years a^, and 
mammals took over "Withm 10 million 
years," says Jablonski, "there were mam¬ 
mals of all shapes and lifestyles whales 








and bats, carnivores and grazers. Mam¬ 
mals just couldn’t do anytlmg mterestmg 
until the dmosaurs were out of the way ’’ 
(National Geographic News Service) 





DEATH OF 
A CITY 


A sbok’s first Story had been about his 

ZA attempt to get into marketing. His 
xJLsecood story had been about his 
marriage, his break with the past Ifis last 
Btory waa about his life in advertising, and 
hk sighting of the Calcutta boocwallah 
world, just when that world waa about to 
disappear, giving way to the cruder, ridier 
business world of post'independence 
India. 

Ashok said, ‘My first experience of the 
Calcutta boxwallah was wli^ as a trainee 
account executive in an advertising firm I 
was taken to my first client meeting, and 
was introduced to this very senior execu¬ 
tive in the marketing division of the 
company. The man was portly and 
appeared to be quite jovial. He was 
smoking an imported brand of cigarette, 
and—this was ^e middle of May, which is 
something in Calcutta—he was wearing a 
suit. His office was air-conditioned. The 
general atmosphere was of a man in a 
phish office with a leisurely approach to 
life. 

‘He appeared to be in no great hurry to 
discuss the business in hand. We were 
going into all kinds of trivia about life m 
general the cricket series, a little office 
pcriitics. All kinds of things were being 
talked about from 11 or so until 12 or 
12.15. And then there was this long pause, 
and it seemed almost a pity that we had to 
set aside the general discussion. 

‘My boss broached the subject of busi¬ 
ness, and this was gone throu^ with great 
diapatch. I wasjustobsennng; I was only a 
trainee. 'The business side of things waa 
fiiushed in a quarter of an hour. It was now 
about 12.30. Lunch was looming. The 
client asked my boss if he had a luncheon 
engagement. My boss said no. The client 
said, “Perhaps we ought to discuss a little 
more business over hinch.” 

‘My boss instructed me to run to the 
office and take out an lOU for 500 rupees, 
and jom them at a five-star hotel. The 
client wasn‘t inviting us—^it wasn’t known 
for clients to invite advertising agency 
personnel to hinch. The hinch was to be on 

Extracted from ladia: A MUUaa 
Mtttbdn Now by V.S. Naipanl; 

Rapa A Co., 1990; Rs 250. 


us. I suppose I was quite excited at that 
moment. I had heard a great deal about 
client entertainment, but I hadn’t done 
any, or been part of it, at that time. The 
hinch that day started at 12.45 and finished 
at 3.30. Everybody was happy at the end. 

‘This way of domg things went on tiU the 
early 70s. The big companies had more or 
leu a monopoly in their respective fidds. 
They didn’t have to sell. They merely 
allocated. There was never enough to 
meet the demand. 

‘That’s changed now. There are a lot 
more companies making the products, and 
companies are having to battle it out—to 
meet production volumes, to place them in 
the market, to persuade the customer. So 
all of a sudden companies had no room for 
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people who merely dressed well, could 
talk to the boss’s wife, could play a round 
of golf, and hold their drink. The country 
itself had started setting up business 
schools. To a large extent they tended to 
be textbook American models, and this 
created problems for companies. But 
these institutes enabled companies to get 
a shortlist of candidates. It became a 
stiitus symbol to recruit an MBA. 

‘Peqiiie who in earlier days would 
have gone up the ladder now began to 
flounder, bemuse they didn’t have the 
talent to hold down their job. Whereas, 
before, office life was a pleasant interval 
between the company apartment and the 
club house, now, m my firm, if I want to 
rise, 1 have some sacrifices to make. For 
example, I might have to travel 20 days a 
month. If you’re an all-India organisation, 
you can travel to monitor what's happening 
in the field. You’re also doing it because 
your colleagues are doing it, and it can be 
seen as a sign of your commitment to your 
organisation. 

‘In the old days, if an executive went to 
the wedding of, say, the niece of a dealer. 


that would have been seen by the de 
as a most enormous favour, and 
executive would have been suitably 
warded by the dealer. Today the ex< 
tive goes to that wedding to keep in ' 
the dealer. So the whole thing i 
changes. These dealers most of tl 
speak Hindi, and the older social acc 
l^shments—speaking English, dres 
well, playing golf—no longer mattei 
you’re travelling 20 days a month, 
you’re the sales manager, you’re speni 
all those days in the company of 
dealers and your field staff, and aln 
every evenmg is a fairly heavy drinl 
evening. 

‘I can’t say that when I started I had 
idea that marketing would be the way 
now. But in my company I am spedfit 
on the advertising side, and this gives 
creative satisfaction. S^ial graces are 
a bonus for an executive; they can 
sheen to an executive’s profile. But v 
the executive is really expected to I 
are qu^ties of a hard-nos^ entreprei 
rial businessman—which is the kind of i 
he is dealing with. In his company he 
to be a sophisticated communicator; 
when he is sitting in a poky little deal 
shop somei^ere he has to speak a d 
rent kind of language. He is prob 
drinking tea out of a dirty tumbler— 
yet that dealer probably makes infini 
more than the executive. 

Traditionally in India the dealer i 
woik is a very potent force. TTiey’! 
breed apart. They may even be diffei 
from dealers in other countries. To a \ 
large extent people in the dealer comir 
ity have not been educated. But they 
naturally talented at making money. T 
take pleasure in making money, and m 
money. It’s a family business, han 
down from generation to ^neration. T 
will sit from 10 to 10 at night in their li 
shops and think nothing of it—that’s tl 
life. They keep rolling the money tl 
make into more and more profitablie v 
tures. And they like to show that tl 
have money, liie deaters’ houses mi 
have chandeliers and wall-to-wall cari 
ing, quite unnecessary, imported TV < 
our sets, and curtains and cushions in 





most gansh colours 
‘But these people are important to 
companies So you have these sophisti¬ 
cated organisations with their trained man-« 
power from management institutes, who 
then have to learn to deal with people who 
are semi-literate but extremely savvy 
when it comes to money matters We 
need them more than they need us, at this 
moment m our country's development 
The strength of a dealers shop or 
“counter”—that is how it is referred to 
So-and-so is a good counter or a poor 
counter or a reliable counter—comes from 
his having been, or his family having been, 
m busmess for generations He knows 
what his market Will take 
‘The targets are worked out on a 
counter basis for each town We might say 
of a dealer He s a good 500 TV set 
counter and I must get him to sell 200 of 
mine ’ Thats the kind of thinking thats 
takmg place in an executives mind And 
once he returns to his base city or town 
with his head muzzy with too much dnnk 
and travel, he’s on to his computer, 
feeding it with all this information No 
sales manager worth his salt can be found 
without his stnps of Alka Seltzer—they all 
have stomach problems—along w th theu- 
calculators They re drinking till 11 or 12 
at night, and they re up again at 8 30 or 9 
to face the new day 
‘The boxwallah of the bygone era was 
really typically a shallow fellow in 
terested m appearances and the good life 
We ve swung the other way today Profes 



oHfiiinsimitoiiirliifM 
tuHid$ofMaiiiari$.llest^ 
ifidmdoiiotittHtiireor 
fnvesllii ttw&e companies. 
Tliey strip the assets. They 
are quite happy to let the 
company hecome more and 
more sick’ 


sionally the executive today is superior to 
his counterpart of 15 years ago, but his 
development as a human being is retarded 
He IS becoming more of an automaton H^ 
physically has little tune to think about 
anything except the turnover and collec¬ 
tion targets for the month 

If I had known that marketmg was going 
to turn out to be like this, I probably 
wouldn t have wanted to go into it when 1 
was yoing I’ve turned down requests 
from the company to move into direct 
selling jobs I don t want to pay that kind of 


price I prefer to stay on the advertising 
side. And I don’t have to do the extra 
things the sales execubves have to do— 
going to the auport to meet this boss and 
that boss and take them home and spend 
an evening with them I don’t have to do 
that at all 

‘Life IS hard now for the executive, and 
the aty of Calcutta adds to this pressure, 
by offering so Lttle m return to a person 
who’s putting m so much effort After a 
hard day's work you can find yourself 
stranded in a car for hours on end, and 
when you return home there is no power 
There are generators, but they make a 
dreadful dm, and are limited Apart from 
visitmg one of Calcutta’s clubs, if he’s 
fonunate enough to be a member, an 
executive has little choice of places to go 
He cannot go out walkmg because the 
pavements and the roads don’t allow it 
The parks are overcrowded Most of 
these parks are infested with nch young 
men and women who take their cars and 
turn up theu car stereos and eat all 
evenmg—junk food from hawkers—and 
throw the btter around 

T he infrastructure of the city is crumb- 
Img The dramage system is perhaps the 
worst m the world In the monsoon, major 
areas of the aty are waterlogged for 
anythmg up to 72 hours at a time One 
year the water never dramed away Car¬ 
cases of animals appeared, and we were 
afraid of an epidemic 

‘The only section of people here who 
seem to be thnving in Calcutta are the 





Marwaris. They came from parts of Rsyas- 
than a couple of hundred years ago. They 
thrive by being middlemen, buying and 
selling. This is what they were good at. 
and they continue to be. They were never 
known for cultural or technic^ skills. And 
they just grew as a community. They have 
been the only ones, in the last 15 or 2(> 
years, who are able to buy properties in 
the posh areas where previously only the 
rich Bengalis or expatriate executives 
lived. They have participated in the prop¬ 
erty boom. Today in these areas you have 
multi-storey buddings coming up—one 
more nail in the co^ of the city: more 
cars, more sanitation problems, etc.— 
with the Marwaris themselves occupying 
most of the apartments. 

The other aspect is that some of the 
very rich Marwaris keep buying up com¬ 
panies after buying just enough shiures to 
gain control. And so a number of old firms 
are now in the hands of Marwaris. Most of 
them do not nurture or invest in these 
companies. They strip the assets. They 
are quite happy to let the company become 
more and more sick. It is also true that in 
the earlier era the British didn't bother 
very much about ^owth. Their main 
cixicem was repatriation of a certain 
imount of profits in foreign exchange to 
he parent company, and most British 
managing directors came here for a short- 
:enn period of three or five years. 

‘At the other end of the spectrum you 
lave the red-flag-waving unions constantly 
ilaying cat-and-mouse with the manage- 
nent. The union leaders themselves don’t 
k) any work at all. The unions refvesent 
vhat ultimately the true Bengali is like; he 
s indolent, doesn’t want to work, but he 
vants something for nothing and he must 
irotect his dignity at aU costs. He will 
Hiblicly despise the Marwari trader, but 
le wouldn’t be able to do the same job 
limself. 

*We put in a great deal of effort. We 
imw a monthly pay cheque. And for 
eople like us, who are not businessmen, 
re feel that the city in which we live must 
ifer us something in return. We must at 
lie end of the working day have more than 
lie prospect of just coming back home, 
ou can’t go to any cinema house, because 
lost of them have poor sound systems 
nd virtually non-functioning air- 
onditioning systems—they don’t reno- 
ate them. 1 haven’t been to a cinema hall 
I Calcutta for five or six years. 

'I have told you how as a young man 1 
nged to break into the world of market- 
tg. I have done that, and I can say that 
rofessionally 1 have done well. But that 
rofession hasn’t turned out to be what I 
wught, and now I feel that those of us in 
akutta who are in the middie between 
te Marwaris and the trade-union Marx¬ 


ists—the executive class, who used to be 
an influential part of the city—are slowly 
being squeezed out of existence. 

“The fact is that the problems of Calcut¬ 
ta are of a magnitude that cannot be 
endured. My wife and I feel now that we 
won’t see improvements in our lifetime. 
We feel we should be trying our luck 
somewhere else, and saying goodbye to 
Calcutta.’ 

M y own days in Calcutta had been 
hard. When 1 had first come to 
Calcutta, in 1962, 1 had, after the early 
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days of strain, settled mto the big-city life 
of the place; had had the feeling of being in 
a true metropolis, with the social and 
cultural stimulation of such a place. Some¬ 
thing of that life was still there. But 1 was 
overpowered this time by my own wretch¬ 
edness, the taste of the water corrupting 
both coffee and tea as it corrupted food, by 
the brown smoke of cars and buses, by the 
dug-up roads and broken footpaths,-by the 
dirt, by the crowds; and could not accept 
the ccwisolation offered by some people 
that in a country as poor as India the 
aesthetic side of things didn’t matter. 

My feelings went the other way. In 
richer countries, where people could cre¬ 
ate reasonably pleasant home surround¬ 


ings for themselves, perhaps, after all, 
public squalor was bearable. In India, 
where most people lived in such poor 
* conditions, the combination of private 
squalor and an encompassing squalor out¬ 
side was quite stupefying. It would have 
given people not only a bw idea of their 
needs—air, water, space for stretclung 
out—but it must also have given people a 
low idea of their possibilities as makers or 
doers. Some such low idea of human needs 
and possibifities would surely have been 
responsible for the general shoddmess of 
Indian industrial goods, the ugliness and 
unsuitability of so much of post¬ 
independence architecture, the smoking 
factories. 

‘Everybody is suffering here,’ a famous 
actor said at dinner one evening. And that 
I simple word, corroborating what Ashok 
had said, was like an illumination. 

For years and years and even during the 
time of my first visit in 1962, it had been 
said that Calcutta was d)wg, that its port 
was silting up, its antiquated industry 
declining. But Calcutta hadn't died. It 
hadn’t done much, but it had gone on; and 
it had begun to appear that the prophecy 
had been excessive. Now it occurred to 
me that perhaps this was what happened 
when cities died. They didn’t die with a 
bang; they didn’t die only when they were 
abandoned. Perhaps they died like this: 
when everybody was suffering, when 
transport was so hard that workmg people 
gave up jobs they needed because they 
feared the suffering of the travel: when no 
one had clean water or air: and no one 
could go walking. Perhaps cities died when 
they bst the amenities that cities pro¬ 
vide, the visual excitement, the height¬ 
ened sense of human possibility, and 
became simply places where there were 
too many people and people suffered. 

Calcutta had had a left-wmg or Marxist 
govmmnent for years, and I was told that 
the money nowadays was going to the 
countryside, that the misery of Calcutta 
was part of a more humane Marxist plan. 
But thills are often as they appear, and it 
is possible that this is one of the ways 
cities die: when ^vemments are dogma¬ 
tic or foolish, killing where they cannot 
create, when people and governments 
conspire to fiighten away the money and 
the life they need, when, in a further 
inversbn, the poet^ of revolution becom¬ 
es its own intoxicatbn, and Marxism 
becomes the opiate of the idle people. 

Perhaps when a city dies the ^ost of its 
old economic life lingKrs on. So, in Calcut¬ 
ta, old firms with famous names are taken 
over and their assets are broken up; and 
people invest in real estate, since people 
alwa)^ have to live somewhere; and there 
is an illusion of an economic life. Every few 
days, in a further illusion of activity, there 
is a political demonstration; and idle young 




men, morose and virtuous-looking, take 
tbeir red flags and slogans through the 
self-perpetuating misery of the streets, 
and money and ambition and creativity go 
elsewhere m India Without the rest of 
India to take the strain, the death of 
Calcutta might show more clearly, and 
Bengal might show as another Bang¬ 
ladesh—too many people, too little santU- 
txm, too httle power 

At the back of the hotel was a market I 
looked down on its low, spreadmg roof 
Buzzards perched on the ledges of the 
hotel, waiting The ledges were black with 
an accumulation of blown dust and the gnt 
of brown traffic smoke The style of the 
British built red bnck building opposite 
the market—the formality, the symmetry, 
the elegance the thought, the confidence 
the reference to classical ornament—was 
now oddly at variance with the life of the 
street and seemed to come from a dead 
age 

The sticky looking asphalt of the cam 
bered street lay between wide irregular 
drifts of dust that had hardened to earth m 
the gutters at the side the streets would 
be washed now only by the monsoon Tlie 
once paved footpath outside the market 
had crumbled and in places merged with 
the earth m the gutters People went 
about minute tasks Men pulled rickshaws 
In 1962 this had been offensive to see but 
It was said that the poor needed employ 
ment Twenty seven years on the ntk 
shaws were still there I he same thing 
was said about employment for the poor 
but the Calcuttans with their low ideas of 
human needs and possibilities appeared 
genumely to enjoy the man pulled nck 
shaw as a form of transport and many of 
the nckshaws looked nice and new not 
like thmgs on the way out Minute tasks 
one man walked by canying a smgle 
lunber dancmg sheet of plywood on his 
head Other people went about perfectly 
senously carrymg tiny loads on their 
heads, no doubt for very amall fees 

On important days big circular baskets 
of trussed white chickens appeared out 
side the market and one or two men 
seemed idly engaged for some mmutes 
throwuig trussed chickens from one bas¬ 
ket to another Then one noticed that the 
basket fitim which the chickens were 
bemg thrown was full of movement, and 
the basket into which the chickens were 
being thrown was still And then one saw 
that the gesture of chicken throwmg also 
contamed another, the wringing of the 
chicken's neck two jobs combmed m a 
smgle, fluent, circular gesture 

One man might then be seen taking 
away his own bttle load of dead white 
chickens the chickens artistically 
arranged mto a big feathery ball hung on 
the handle of his old bicycle, the feathers 
of the stiff dead chickens hanging down the 
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other way and showmg brown-yellow 
rather than white, with the stiff brown 
claws and legs like spokes m the feathery 
ball, like sticks m candyfloss 1 he man had 
trouble arranging the load im his bicycle 
When he first tr^ to get on the bicycle 
and nde away, the chickens got m the way 
of his knees 

At the end of the day a little green 
pick-up truck came, and the wide circular 
baskets, empty now, were stacked in the 
truck m two piles When the truck went 
away, there remained—m this city where 
rubbish was seldom cleared—only a few 
scattered white feathers m the dust of the 
broken and silted-up street 

The British were m Calcutta for a long 
tune It might be said that the Anglo- 
Bengali culture—out of which modem 
India grew—is as old as the United States 
Raja Ram Muhun Roy, the first exponent 
of the culture, was bom m 1772, four 
years before the Declaration of Independ¬ 
ence From Raja Ram Mohun Roy there is 
a direct line to Rabmdranath Tagore, 
whom Chidananda Das Gupta saw m 1940 
when he first went to Tagore's university 
at Shantmiketan 

On that visit Chidananda heard Tagore, 
nearly eighty debver a talk m the Slunti 
niketan temple on ‘Crisis m Civilization In 
that talk—a famous talk, pubbshed a few 
months after Chidananda heard it—Tagore 
said he had always bebeved that the 
springs of civibzation would come out of 
‘the heart of Lurope’ Now, with the war 
and the commg cataclysm, he could no 
longer have that faith But he couldn’t lose 
faith m man, that would be a sui He bved 
now m the hope that the dawn would come 
from the East, where the sun rises' and 
that the saviour would be bom ‘ui our 
midst, m this poverty shamed hovel which 
IS India ’ 

It was an old man s melancholy farewefl 
to the world Five years later the war was 
over Europe began to heal, in the second 
half of the century Europe and the West 
were to be stronger and more creative and 
more mfluential than they had ever been 
The calamity Tagore hadn t foreseen was 
the calamity that was to come to Calcutta 

In 1946 there were the Hmdu-Musbm 
masacres Ihey marked the beginning of 
the end for the aty The next year hdia 
was mdependent, but partitioned Bengal 
was divided A large Hindu refugee 
population came and camped ni Calcutta 
and Calcutta, without a hundredth part of 
the resilience of Europe, never really 
recovered Certain important things were 
in the future—the cmema of Saty^it Ray, 
especially—but the great days of the city, 
all Its uitellectual life, were over And it 
could appear that the Bntish-built city—its 
grandeur still ghostly at night—began to 
die when the British went away 
• Concluded 
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Of Trees... 

O ur county has an abun¬ 
dant variety of some of 
the most beautiful trees in 
the worid. It is m our coun¬ 
try that trees are held 
sarxed and venerated more 
than anywhere else. Unfor¬ 
tunately, however, no real 
attempt has been made to 
keep a record of older and 
better known specimens. 
The banyan tree of The 
Botanical Gardens is famous 
for its size and age. But, 
there is a report of a banyan 
tree with a circumference of 
2,000 ft! So great that 
20,000 people could take 
shelter under its canopy! 
Unfortunately, the report 
did not mention the place 
where this tree is located 
In coitrast, in the West 
one can find recorded in¬ 
formation of several well- 
known trees. The Abbot's 
Oak near Woburn was so 
cafled because the abbot of 
Woburn was hanged from its 
branches in 1^7 by the 
carder of Henry Vlll. There 
are several other fomous 
caks: Heme’s Oak (Windsor 
Park), Cawthorpe Oak 
(Ycnkshire), Parliament Oak 
(Sherwood Forest), Honour 
Oak(Whitechurdi), etc, and 
there is a story behind each 
one. 

The giant sequoias 
(named ater the great Cher- 
otee Indian Sequoyah) on 
the Westerly slopes of the 
US, have often a tale to telL 
The largest tree in the Se¬ 
quoia Natkmal Park is the 
General Sherman Tree, 
which is said to be 3,000 to 
4,000 years old! In the Natu¬ 
re History Museum, South 
Kensington, and the Jardm 
des P^tes in Pans, there 
are sections of gigantic se¬ 
quoias with 1,335 rings. Our 
trees dwarf beside sudi sta- 
tistica. 


Word Play 


W HO, BODMAS, 
RADAR, CAT, are 
popular acronyms commonly 
us^ in our everyday tfves. 
Some others, PIA (Please 
Inhxm AUah) and AI (ADah 
Informed) etc., are go^ for 
a lau^ 

With children spending 
more and more time with 
videos and videogames, 
word games have been given 
a back seat Here are some 
acronyms, some dd, some 
new* 

POISON: Please Open If 


..... And Apple 
Tales 

A PPLE: the word con¬ 
jures up images of a 
computer, Adam a^ Eve or 
the “doctor away”, depend¬ 
ing ui^ whether you are a 
scientist an evolutionist or a 
health-fadisti 

The world produces an 
estimated 1(X),000,000,000 
apples a yean and if aU the 
medicinal properties attn- 
buted to the fruit are 

(:f3| 



SciEMTIftT 


Suicide Occasion Nears. 
COLUMBUS: Christopher 
Observing Land Uttered 
Must Be United States. 
NOAH: Navigator Of Aqua¬ 
tic Houses. 

DEVI LAL: Did Embarrass 
Vishwanath Immensely— 
Learnt A Lesson. 

NEHRU, ARUN: Never 
Ever He4)ed R^jiv Uncon¬ 
ditionally —A R^ Under¬ 
hand Negotiator. 

P.T. USHA: Probably 
Tired—Until She Hurdles 
Again. 


genuine, then vriiat would 
the world do without an ap- 
a day? 

There is reference to the 
medicinal properties of an 
api^e in the Arabian Nights 
story of Prince Ahmad who 
purchased his apple at 
Samarkand, leading to the 
phrase “Prince Ahmad’s Ap¬ 
ple”, a cure for every dis- 
ordw. 

Mention is made of the 
apple more than once in 
Greek legends. The phrase 
“apfde of discord” came ab¬ 
out because the goddess of 
Discord (Eris) created a dis¬ 
pute among the three 
beauties, Hera Quiio), Pallas 
Athene (Minerva) and 
Aphrodite (Venus), when 
she appeared uninvited at 
the wedding of Thetis and 
Peleus, and threw a golden 
apple at the table for “the 
most beautiful”. 

“Apple of disand” is the 
cause of dispute; but what is 
undisputed is that it was the 
fall of an apple that led New- 
tmi to formalise his law of 
gravity. 

That apart, there are the 
“Apples of Sodom”, the fimt 
of trees that grow on the 
shores of the Dead Sea 
“vriiich bear lovely fimt but 
vrithin are ail fun of ashes”. 
There is also an "Apple- 
j<^”, which matures about 
St John’s (The Baptist) 
Day, June 2^. It is be- 
liev^ that apple-johns (not 


Monopolise 
the City 

J n 1930, the creator of 
Monopoly borrowed the 
game’s street names from 
Atlanbc City, US. Now, the 
authorities plan to ’Monopol¬ 
ise’ the aty by havuig signs 
and shapes td match the 
Monopoly Board! 

“Go to Jail,” for example, 
will lead to Atlantic City 
Pokey. The eaves of the 
houses will be colour- 
coordinated and the hedges 
will be trimmed in the shape 
of the hotels, etc. 






Health-FAdist 

apples-john) will keep for 
two years, and are best 
vriien they are shrivelled. 

And for those of you who 
were the apple of their 
teacher’s eye, because you 
kept everything in apple-pie 
order and did not rag 
freshertfliy making apple-im 
beds, would certamly see to 
it that you would not iqiset 
the iqipte cart by having too 
much api^-jack! 


MuaMlon* by Kata DaW 


Shaniiu Dudajaand NaUiii Sitlaol 






























GOPAL GHOSH (1814^) 


A prominent figure of the 
Young Ben^ RamGopal 
Ghosh stuc^ in Sbeiboume’s 
Sclx>ol and Hindu College from 
edme he left while a s^ent 
the second class to supple¬ 
ment his father’s poor income. 
David Hare helped him secure 
a job with Jose^ Company. 
Here he prep^ed an account 
<A small industries and 
cultural products. This im¬ 
pressed his boss so much that 
he earned rapid promotions. 
Hs natural bent for business 
led him to develop dose ties 
with the Joseph and Keisall 
Company. After Joseph’s re¬ 
tirement he went into part¬ 
nership with Keisall in export- 
import. In 1846, Ghosh sur¬ 
rendered his partnership for 
Rs 2 lakhs and three years 
later floated his own firm. 

R. G. Ghosh and Company. 

While in college, Ghosh was 
greatly influenced by the 


teachi^ of Derozio. He took 
an active interest in all progres¬ 
sive movements. One of the 
piinc^ founders of the So^- 
ty for the Acquisition of 
^neral Kno^edge and of the 
Inlingual journal, fienga/Spec¬ 
tator, Ghosh was greatly 
assisted by his college fmnds 
Tarachand Chakravorty and 
Peary Chand Mitra. Their col¬ 
laboration with George Thom¬ 
son paved the way for the 
formation of the Bengal British 
India Sodety on April 20, 

1843. Ghosh became its presi¬ 
dent in 1845. 

Ghosh’s deep interest in 
education drew him close to 
Dr F.J. Monyat who proposed 
the founding of a university in 
Calcutta after the pattern of 
the London University. When 
the University of Calcutta was 
established in 1857, Ghosh 


was appointed one of its found¬ 
ing members. He supported 
the draft bills of the law mem¬ 
ber, Bethune, to remove the 
discrimination between the 
European and Indian communi¬ 
ties in legal aiid judicial mat¬ 
ters. Tliis irked the Whites, 
who removed him from the 
vice-presidentship of the Agri¬ 
cultural and Horticultural 
Society. 

Ghosh was also one of the 
principal spokesmen of the 
British Indian Association. He 
was a nominated member of 
the first Bengal Legislative 
Council during 1862-64. He 
died on January 20, 1868. 

The sketch shows his 
central Calcutta residence. 



INNER EYE □ Oannrala 


/M March 21—April 20 

Rising expenses 

- looking after the sick 

and the needy collaborations 
meets, interviews new appoint 
ments and romance are the 
week s main trends Those who 
are employed can now expect a 
change In the nature of |ob or 
profession Between Monday 
and Wednesday expect your 
heart to pound and shout for 
love 

~7i^ AURUS 

■ April 21—May 20 

* Love laughter, luck 

- and happiness are 

the highlights of the week Your 
love will be a rose end a dream 
A chance to make a fast buck 
will be available Commission 
sales, perks and more produc¬ 
tion make you confident No ma 
Jor health problem is foreseen 

^ EMINI 

■ May 21—June 20 

Your work brings sue- 

-cess, glory and 

rTx>ney But attend to health mat¬ 
ters Your family may draw a bit 
close or there could be a parting 
forever paradoxically Contacts 
contracts and new assignments 
are predicted Nothing too much 
In romance, except an occasion¬ 
al snack and breakfast 

^ ANGER 

June 21—July 20 

^ Publicity success in 
- ventures and adven¬ 
tures, new beginnings and lots 01 
happy communication around 
September It constitute the 
we^ You will make money and 
socialise too as both could be 
interlinked In romance your 
blood will sing and you dance 
with your mate No health prob¬ 
lem IS foreseen, so go ahead 
bravely 


■ . July 21—AugufI 21 

Loans, funds, buying, 

- selling, ceremonlee, 

rituals and a po^blllty of travel 
and transfer are Hkely In ro¬ 
mance your heart glows with Joy 
and happiness CXerwork and 
averindulgence are your ene¬ 
mies, sports and pastime your 
eal friends The next month 
ihould be better for travel 

IRGO 

S' Augu« 22—S«pC 22 

Romance, offtciai en- 

- gagements, col- 

aboratfcms, journey with a possi- 
)ie stopover, meets and confer¬ 






ence make a busy week Keep 
your contacts fully alive and vib¬ 
rant Those In trade commerce 
and multi-nationals get a gener 
ous slice of the cake The time is 
)ust ripe and ready for romance 

n IBRA 

Sepi 23-Ocl 22 
The employed find 

:_ J satisfaction You will 

entertain and this might be ex¬ 
pensive Introspection and self- 
assessment are the other fea¬ 
tures Both Income and ex- 


BIRTHDAYS 


9«fit*mber 9 

Mow ttina aun; A birthyoar of 
pr og w s s. paR, powsr. Mvei wd 
goodmoftay You may taka ttia 
MIHihfai but « HHla tad and 
poMlaMM wM do ttie trick taster 
&qMet vWlon to ckop in Re¬ 
novation, daoprallon, buying and 
sa Bng are probabto. 

$«ptMib«r 10 

Moon conkmctlon Mvs This 
conjunction wW anergise and 
adhatte you. Expect a last for- 
arard in work and play. Tfait Is 
your destiny 

StlHumbf 11 

first quarter. TNs quarter 
ffli N pl aB your work area and 
mmoto success Is ceftsdn 
Jliausy and nvaky are Inovll- 
4Ua. Ba not tUnM Despite tiur- 
stwosaa and happirieBs are 
yotm. 

8iptBmb«r ia 

Mt saona aaoact. Now ia fits 

aPfil%Fi^g SWaFer se^^ 

^dtaftaatobg file Itdasa^tto 


penses will multiply First attend 
to work if you have spare time 
then go for romance The back, 
spine and kidney may cause 
some discomfort Oo not overeat 
ordnnk In your family you excel 
as a parent or a son/daughter 

CORPIO 

Ocl 2S-NOV 20 

Children hobbies 

- and creative pursuits 

are favourably signified Try to 
fuse pleasure with profit, and do 
not bis greedy Your love will be 

Changes In tha ftoms and work 
fronts are desttnad Evantudty. 
they prove kwky 

SeptBmber 19 
Moon sextile Mars-Venus; 
Those In hotels, tashlons, aottag, 
travel, trade, housing and kitarfor 
deoortfon win taureta and wi 
ba much in demand Friends taid 
supportars wW help you. This is ' 
file right bk%air tp pg^ for¬ 
ward wtth the blaw^ ^ e|dars 
and w eB -wls h sr e . fa the 
astro way to make it. 

> 

S«pMfnb«r 14 

victory wm crown yotir efidrlf. 
So, give In your peal Changse In 
thetainHy anddn tie hqtne fttnt 
ere abeohiti^ oerMn. Be not 
afield of oppOaHon and upeetft 
FPoe them boldly. Joumeytdnd 
ttea prove hjcfcy. A bkVQ^ to 


Ssptsmbf 18 

Sun eonjunotton MOrouiy: A 
poaeibie wtNt^dWment for Vlr- 
goena. thMO it bfvei, m atta, 
megg h 


I reciprocated and thus warm the 
cockles of your heart 
Fnendship, fun travel and busi¬ 
ness make the quartet There 
lies a danger of accidents but if 
you watch your steps no real 
trouble IS foreseen Hugs, kisses 
and plently of nostalgia in the 
home and family 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21 —Dm 20 

Home property, 

- J buying selling and 

travel in a grand medley Those 
in business, travel, trade and 
communication have an edge 
over others Romance promises 
plenty of kicks and kisses there¬ 
fore, an exciting week Some 
opposition to your plans could 
upset you and that could, in turn 
cause health problems A lot of 
commuting and contacting Is 
likely Learn to be polite and 
friendly 

^ APRICORN 

Dm 21—Jan 19 

^ Wine and roses 

- friendship and 

money and travel and cere¬ 
monies constitute the week 
Push with all you have Those In 
publicity sales acting media, 
and business make an absolute 
killing Finance and romance 
make a lovable pair It Is time to 
move and reach out to people 
and places At home you find 
contentment and happiness and 
gat set to make important 
changec in property 

QUARiUS 

Jin 20—FM) 18 

Dinners, parties, get- 

- togethers, loans, 

funds, mortgage, lease and plen¬ 
ty of action are promised Your 
passion will scream and have 
the last word Take appropriate 
health precautions. It Is time for a 
medical check-up Travel is 
advisable and is vital as well 
Expect visitors to drop in In the 
family, there wilt be a meeting 
and a separation, paradoxically 
enough 

ISCES 

1»-Maidi 20 

Quard your health 

- Expect sweeter times 

In your Job and profession Pets 
and kids fake control of your life 
Romanee Is favourably signlllsd 
Gains WIN accrue In October, so 
work extra hard ttila month No 
mqjor health upeets If you exer¬ 
cise care and moderation Travel 
la an Important feature Stay 
away from sharp implemanta 
and that goes for afi In ttie family. 

If at the wheel, go slow. 














COVER STORY 


E ven you tjn slide behind a gilded 
steering wheel, switch on the igni 
tion and go foi a spin in a gleaming 
191h Rolls Royce or the famous SIO K 
vintage Mercedes Henz You can speed up 
to UK) kms per houi and see the Maruti 
really turn pink You can own eithei cat for 
a fraction of the price it currcmllv fetches 
III the world motor market Hard to 
belw've''Maybe but it’s tiue Except that 
unlike any othc r vintage cat you can race 
It on a rough tiack, go on a long weekend 
dnve and, if you fane y, even drive it to the 
offic e If there’s a snag you can always go 
to a fncndlv neighbourhcxxl iiU(h.inic 
riiete is, obviously, a catch I he cars 
would only be ‘on the lines' of Rolls Royce 
and Mercedes and would not be the 



Aninidh Singh of Indore 


~]ias a bee in his bonnet: 
making replicas of 
expensive vintage cars 
and selling them. For all 
those who have dreamt of 
not just owning a Rolls 
Royce, but diivingitto 
o ffice daily , this co uld 
mean a dream come true. 
S. SRINIVASAN vis its 
the prince in his own 
world of make-believe 




Anirudh Singh’s younger brother, Manvendra (right) with a 1925 Belgium 
Photographs; Rajesh Kumar Rolls (Minerva), a seven-passenger limousine with a division 
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orifonals themselves The standard Rolls 
insignia ot Winged Vittory would be mis 
sing from the front hood instead only the 
su|ienmposed K’s would be visible The 
vintage ihaiacter ol the lars would be 
skin deep Beneath the replicated facade 
would be the mechanical parts of an Indian 
jeep 








\v.,, , 




The 1927 Buggati, a basket case. 

The car had to be lifted and 
taken to the worksite on crates 

Ihe creator of these fascuiating cars is 
Amrudh bingh, ‘heir apparent to the now 
non existant Badwani throne, 1% kms 
from Iridoie on the Agra Bombay high 
way Amrudh the eldest son of the former 
ruler of Badwani. Maharaja Devi bingh, 
tcKik a fancy to lars at an early age 
His father a car lovei himself, built a body 
on a Ford station wagon to make it look 
like the hxpermiental Cadillac ol 1954 
Anirudfi woiked closely with his father on 
the mcxlification Later, the idea struck 
him that he could build repbeas based on 
the vintage models of Europe and Amer 
lea 1 he car craze has spread in the family 
bke a virus 1 he b8 year old maharaja 
loves his cars today as much as he did in 
his heyday 1 he second son, Manvendra 
Singh, too, is deeply involved with vintage 
cais of the onginal kind He restores a 
whole lange of cars of various makes and 
different periods undei one nxif 

Amrudh Singh s first opportumfy to give 
shape to his ide.is came in 1980 when 
Asi.in F’aints organise d .i c .ir show in Delhi 
A I inge of exquisite old crinks were tor 
tilt first time displaced in the mtenor 
eiivitons of a hotel, and a live star one at 
that 1 he huge glass dtxirs of the Ashoka 
Hotel were lenioved from their hinges and 
the lais were driven in Ihe hotel staff, 
aftei initial leluctarice allowed the cars 
inside the majestic airconditioned anne 
xures \iiinjdh Smgh and his brother, 
displavid some exiellent examples ol 
custom painting and received an enlhusias 
tic response 

Ihe exjiosure gave Amrudh the en 


louragement he needed to start building 
his repbeas With the help of books on 
vintage cars from his own bbrary he 
sketched a design on paper He then made 
1 complete mock up, with steel wires, on 
the actual i basis of a jeep Alterations 
were made wherever required 

Amiudh bingh says he tnes to keep the 
paiameters as close as possible to the 
Ktu.il lais although this is not always 
|X)ssible Fach vintage has been hand 
made and no two such cars can be 
identical, accordmg to him 

^''he building ot repbeas is a work ot art 
X It IS not merely a question of assenib 
ling a tew nuts and bolts, but of visualising 
a lar on the basis of available evidence, 
lonieptuabsiiig a design and translatuig it 
info a fonii Certain vital parameters are 
available and some others are extrapo¬ 
lated I he most important factor is iden 
tifying approjinate matenals and extract 
mg the maximum from the workmen But 
the attempt all along is to give the car the 
closest possible resemblance to its on 
ginal 

But whv repbeas'' bays Amrudh, “1 built 
them because I could not afford to buy an 
bbK ot 540 K 1 he only way I could have 
owned them was as replicas ” Besides, 
tlie otiginal vintages, some of them very 
expensive and rare models, are never run 
on the roads on a daily basis They are 
kept m the museums or pnvate collections 
and at the most, dusted, freshly polished 
and displayed proudly at the vmtage ralbes 
before being put away again 

All the replica cars have a larger wheel 
base than the normal jeep and, therefore, 
tempo tyres are mounted on the runs 
Amrudh explains, “Obviously we cannot 
fix jeep wheels onto a car " The wcxxlen 
steenng wheels are imported from Italy 
“We make almost all other parts locally. 

Fake make of a 1915 
American-built 
Star 
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4 Model-T Ford, made in 1918, the 
I car which put America on wheels 


Anirudh with a Mercedes Benz 
540 K (black and maroon) and a 
Mercedes Benz SSKL (1931).The 
cars were made in 1984 and 1985 
respectively and are up for sale 


but the bteeniiK wheels art not made 
here " The fabmation casting; and paint 
mg ate all done manu,ill\ hitst the 
wixxlen patterns of bumpers gnlK and 
other suth fittmgs are made, then they are 
copied in brass or topper and thiomt 
plated The real traftsmanship lies here 
savs Singh He is nonnallv aiound when 
the woikmen make the p.irts hoi iiist 
ante, even small treases in the iiiudgu.ird 








arc mpied (from the onKinal) atid very 10 months for Anirudh Singh to build a tar the IV biUom, Buniyaad ITie car, ir 
finely made The grills again arc hand but he says ‘ III have definite orders 1 can cidentally, was driven by Vijayendr 

made and not pirated out of any Me ICC d( s finish them in three months ’ (ihatge who also hails from Indore Ih 

Hen/ lars hach square of the grill is Ihe first replica made by him was a next one on the assembly line of Anirud 
marked on alummmrn sheets ind indi 1915 Star, an all Amencan ear Ihe two was the repbea of the 1927 Mereede 

vidually hand cut ind filed tlieie are se*ater with canvas roof brass gnlls and Benz SSK Since the car has a bigge 

alxiut H(X) of them fittings did not have sidesereens which base it was built on the ehasis of 

I’ainting involves an c*qinlly painstaking gave it a casual loeik In March 1980 the Hindustan Irekker with an Ambassado 

process Ihe mijc‘stie shades aie hand classy car was sold to the legendary Kaj petrol engine The car complete with th 

rublxsl with 1^ coats of aeryke lacquer Kapcxir Ihe Star true to its name famous thre*e point star msignia of th 

Ihe dishboird is made up of leal wood starred ui the Hindi movie Biwi () Bmi company was sold in 1983 to aiiothe 

facia u(iholstei\ of genuine leathei and Ihe second car built by Anuudh was on Bombay businessman 
the floois ciqxtecl On the sides e iih the lines c)f the 1918 model of Rolls Royee ' 

rubhci mitting is eubtorn made and Ihe four seatei buggy painted grey and A nirudh Singh then turned his attentio 
mcHintc d 1 ven the hub caps ii e adapte d red with pink iipholbte ry was pic ked up by /xto sports vc rsions and dec ided to bull 

to the car with special brickets All this is a Bombay businessman I he replicas in some of Ihe rarest and most sought afte 

done by a permanent staff of not more variably seem to land up in filmdom Ihe models 1 he re suit was a two third replie 

than thiee people It takes nearly eight to Rolls appeared in at least two episodes of ot the Meieedes 540 K a iqjSmcxlel wit 

Mercedes Benz (1927), a four-seater sold to a Bombay businessman 















September 9, 199( 


Sweta went shopping for the Pu|as 
and I deci(te<^|olloitr>,^ 

Because ^h« ifgtned to know 
what exactly to buy for the family, 
where to go and how much to pay 



A GRIFFIN ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 






Kamalalaya Centre 


A modern commercial complex 
with shops and offices 



Facilities include: 

4 Lifts (one for goods) 

Spacious car-park (gixiund-tlixir and basement) 

2 Generators 

Cafetena 

First-floor centrally air-conditioncd 
(for electronic components market) 

Also available for exhibitions 


1 or sliojis and oftice-spaces, contact Raju Mall/Bgc^ Dhachoha 
Kamalaltyn Centre 156A Lenin Sarani, Gilcutta 7(X) 013 Phone 27 tWttti 
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Rrst in the list of priority-shopping 
was of course sarees. B^use new 
designs arrive around this time of 
the year and the best vanish almost 
on detection. 

Sweta remembered her mother 
speciHcally instructing her to check 
at Adi Dhakeswari Bastialaya in 
Gariahat. The family has been 
regular customers of this tradition¬ 
al saree shop. Here, she fell in love 
with a Dhakai Jamdani which led to 
an instant purchase. 

While in the area, she also decided 
to check on some of the other shops. 
Basak, Bho|ra|... Kanishka, 1 
noticed, has done some wonderful 
things to the saree. A tram-ride to 
Desha priya Park and a short walk 
from there, was Kundahar and 
Mira Basu Once there, I remem¬ 
bered accompanying a celebrity 
Bombay socialite, on a visit to the 
city, who asked to please be taken 
there. 'So, this is the place where Rak- 
hee and Mrs. Mansoor AH Khan 
Pataudi get those gorgeous sarees 
from', she had thought aloud then, 
victoriously. 

After a quick feel of her purse, 
Sweta decides to take a break. Taxii 

Iced-tea at Dolly's is just the thfng 
to refresh yourself with, before 
taking on Dakshinapan. Sweta 
headed straight for Gurfari, the 
popular Gujrat State Handicrafts 
Emporium. Inside, it is a riot of 
colours - dresses, accessories and 
things. All kinds of evil thines 
entered her mind. Behave yourself, 
she seemed to tell herself, as she got 
hold of herself and slowly walked 
towards the cash counter. The man 
from behind gave a generous dis¬ 
count on the bill and informed her 
that the sale is also on at Calcutta 
Chamber of Commerce Hall in Park 
Street. Hear, hear! 


The name that spells CLASS 
Is the name your home can trust 


colour,- 





Get your Konark Colour TV sets at: 


LAKSHMI ELECTRONICS 

CLASSIQUE 

ANKUR 

SURAJHANKAH 

MUSICAL MART 

DEY S ELECTRONICS 

PIONEER AGENCIES PVT LTP 

CHHAYA 

MAHARAJ ELECTRONICS 

CHATTERJEE ELECTRONICS 

INTERNATIONAL AiR () FREEZE 

H B ENTERPRISE 


KONARK TELEVISION LIMITED 
touch Office; 41, Lenin Saram, Calcutta 700 013 Phone 24 8357 













Your trusted 

eye-care 

centre. 


Latest computerised equipment like the 
Auto-Refractometer and Lensmeters 

Vision screening using Laserspec and 
Orthorator 

Qualified and trained Optometrists with well 
equipped clinics 

Manufacturing and dispensing facilities in all 
our branches 

After-care guidance and sen/ice for 
spectacles and contact lenses 

An unmatched 110 year reputation for the 
highest standards in Eye-Care 


Lstvravce & Meoo 

A t A k t A Vi IV A * A Viva i 


OPTICIANS TO THE NATION 

CALCUTTA* 11 Govt Place East Tel 281818/208622 20 E , Park Street Tel 298310 






3 & 4 Lindsay Street, Calcutta 700 087 Telef^ne 24 7936 (PP) 














ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


At another state emporium in Dakshin^an, Sweta 
meets a friend who tells her about the Puja Special 
discount at Priyadanhini and as she was headed that 
way offers to give her a lift upto Karnataka Cauvery 
Upahar near USIS at Chowringhee. 

Next, Sweta decides to do New Market. 

Gangadeen Gupta is an ancient shop. Some years back 
it was gutted in the fire that got that part of New Market 
and recently they had moved in to the new premises of 
the new complex. What was happening inside, was 
unbelievable. The shop was practically being raided. 
Sarees, matchings and dress-materials were all over the 
place. As one customer happily leaves with her bag-full 
of Gangadeen, I catch the man behind the counter giving 
her that Thank you, come again', look and quickly 
turning to attend to another who closed in. How do you 
do it, Man, 1 wanted to ask him but on being jostled out 
I decided to flee. 


At Geeta's Circle it was the same scene. Frenzied shop¬ 
pers literally pulling down the whole shop. Serves you 
guys right, for 'Calling All Women Kind^. That's their 
ad line, if you're wondering. 

Siddharlha, for a change catered to men and children 
and it seemed very popular too. 

'Buy now and avail a round-thc-year discount scheme' 
seems to have caught on at Dear N Darling. 


Always Something 
New.For You.' 

A Family Shop- 
Only For You a 










i \/^RELI: 

Mills Authorised Showroom 


; ) 


iimmms: 

< 1 t iiiclsiv Stit'fi, ( hi )wnnf)ht'c Crossiiui 

(. .t!( ijttj /('X) 087 

»■ 

NEW MARKET 






:r<r\ 


fV'low Puii|fil) Mdlior'-il t^nk 
}•! Cjiin.iluit )ii f > Goiffxirk 

(Glcuttj ZCX) 010 


OjARIAHAT 






P A94/^ Keyatala Road 
•Calcutta 700 029 
Tel 42 2992 

WOMEN POWER 


MEMBERSHIP DETAILS AVAILABLE AT ; (Raah Bahait Av.) Baaanalaya 124/C EUon 141/2/1, 
Smartwev 147R Tax PHniiitg Cnlta it Curioa 190/2, Soalh JawaOarf Houaa 198/3A, Ad^ta Dnaaaa 204/1, 
Puii)abi Houaa 204/1, Panchanan Madicd HaU 107, EkdaUa lU,* 19, Auto 9<w 3S, Pandlttya Rd • 29. (RanScuihi 
NSC Boa# Rd) Indira'aCdlcctton ISl/A GhoahBroa. 14S/Z (NaivMkt—Nair) Daar TP DulingF/24/10aa(flr). 
(Shakaapaara Saraid) Sanaam Sarae Mandlr 28/B. 



























ADVERTISEMENT FEATURl 




Talking of discounts. Women Power comes to mind. 

Members of this just launched operation get spot dis¬ 
counts on purchases (Saress, Dresses, Car Hire, Com¬ 
puter Courses and What-have-you) from selected 
member-establishments. 

And it's good news for shop-owners too. 

The idea was to give the buyer, an incentive and the 
seller, increased sales. 

With a target-audience of 15,000 member-consumers, 
they are talking of a combined purchasing power of 
Rs. 15 crores annually. 

Sorry for the diversion and on with window shoppin'. 

We are now at The Novelty (V'Sons Collections), the 
family-wear shop in New Market, up-front near the 
clock-tower. Here too, it was sheer madness. People 
buying like crazy. Vinod Punwani, wearing the season's 
latest designs, pranced up and down the shop — throw¬ 
ing things at his manager, who would promptly pick it 
up and organise speed-billing and delivery, thank you. 

Next, please Quick duck, if you don't want to be hit by 
an UFO. God! 





T Turning Point Of Fashion i- 

Shop No F/6/8 New Market 
1st Roa (New Complex) Calcutta 700 087 
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Walk into a 

wonderland of fashion fabrics 


BOMBAY DYEING I 

Suiting • Shirting • San • Dress Material 
Furnishing • Bedsheet • Bedcover 
. Tower* VIVALDI Readymade Shirt 

APARAJITA i 

W IiLSY Atr-ComlHIoned MarkM •& 

1 Shakespeare Sarani yn/<i 

-'jiTa \ I Cal-71, Ph 22-4649 
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Across the road is Gypsy boutique, where designer Raja 
Kalra is busy dressing his favourite mannequin with his 
latest creation while brother JF attends to fascinated 
onlookers and customers eagerly waiting to lay their 
hands on the hi- fashion dresses. 

Just around the corner is Treasure Island. On spotting 
this air- conditioned shopping complex at a turning on 
Madge Lane, I felt like Long John Silver reacting to the 
excited cry of 'Land, Ahoy'! But Sweta had the map to 
the loot and she was already at it. Sarecs, salwar-suits, 
ghagras (Choice, Kala Niketan, Maharaja, Mayuri 
Saree Sagar, Shilpi, Libas, Status, Saket, Shabnam 
Selection, Suisse Selections, Shyam Vatika, The Miss), 
readymade garments (First Step, Rahman Reasonable 
Store, Rahman Selection Centre), shirts and trousers 
(Match Maker), foot-wear (Bubble's), ladies bags (Gift 
Club), audio-cassettes (Music Palace), watches (Rah¬ 
man Time Corner), and a departmental store (City Ex¬ 
press Supermarket). While Sweta picked up some 
gems, I knew that shoppin here is absolutely no sweat. 

Outside it is getting to be dark. Traffic is held up and a 
variety of car horns rent the air. A cop materialises while 
I follow Sweta inside the Sumangal - Cliff Shop - 3 & 4 
Complex. ^ 

I didn't know such shops even existed in Calcutta. Smart 
window displays, snazzy mannequins, elegant inte¬ 
riors, fish pond with fountain, special effects... the 
works! 

While 'Sumangal' is the authorised showroom for Dig- 
jam, OCM and Jiyajee, they ajso stock Hagger and 
Zodiac trousers, shirts, ties, socks etc.. 'Cliff Shop' is the 
stop for designer-wear and formal & casual shirts, bag¬ 
gies, jogging suits etc. 3&4 (which is actually their ad¬ 
dress on Lindsay Street) on the mezzanine floor is the 
ladies and children section. 

I could see that Sweta was floored. Watch your step, Lady 

Lindsay, further up near Chowringhcc crossing, was in 
full bloom with the seasons blossoms from Carden 
Vareli. Yes, Silk Hut is a sister concern, we heard the 
manager telling a resident of Gaiiahat. 

At Mahadevia Mehta, the Mafatlal Fabrics showroom 
near Roxy (they also have a showroom in Dalhousie), 
Sweta picked up some dress material she had earlier 
seen and fancied, on somebody else at a party. 

! quickly checked at Yak's (men's tailors and clothiers) 
to enquire if they are still open to orders for deliveries 
before the Fujas. It seems I just about made it. Pheiul 








fSfoXr 

Retail & Semi Whole-sale ^ 

Of Exquisite Dress Material 

D 1 E'2, Air conditioned Market 
1 Shakespeare Sarani Calcutta 700 071 Phone 22 1942 


For Second September, See Colour Extra 
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Shamilee 


F 4 Airconditioned A^arket 
1 ShakL:,peare Sdrani, Calcutta 71 




Shirts Trousers Jeans Jackets Party Coats Sleep¬ 
ing Suits Cotton Baggies Kurta-sets Sweaters Pull¬ 
overs Belts Ties Accessories Salwar-suits 
Dresses 


Treasure Island Off Lindsay Street 
’ AC Market (1st F1) On Shakespeare Sarani 


For sarees. Matchings & Dress-material 


GANGADEEN GUPTA 

N-682 New Complex New Market, Calcutta 
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ANGADIN GUPTA 


Air-conditioned Market Shakespeare Sarani Calcutta 


timiT 


'III 
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JEWELLERS 


New 

fmlfan M Tfoo^ 




BenarasI And Silk Scree Specialist 

437-A Diamond Harbour Road 
(Dena Bank Building) Behala Calcutta 
Telephone 77 7010 


% 



Bharat Shoe 

Concern® 

All kinds of quality shoes 

1/3 Diamond Harbour Road Behala 
Calcutta 700 034 Phone 77 20'/1 


Tiis Puja, shop at 


nis ruj», —-r 

j^ear'd darlincj 

;:::d;vSl’a^Roi.nd-the-5(eat’ 

ii<«)unt scheme 



Happy Puja! Happy Shopping!! 


Hatbi 

House ot Quality Foot-wear 
Ar,d King Of Kolhapun 



414/4 Prince Anwar Shah Road 
Calcutta 700 045 


Branch 

94 Rash Behan Avenue 
Calcutta 700 026 



Phones 42 1571,42 6916 


75A College Street, Calcutta 700 073 
Telephone 31 2402 


BHANU STOl^ES 

College Street Market, Calcutta 700 007 
Telephone 32 1698 








ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



INDIAN CONFECTIONERY 




furniture 

Sophisticate^ 
& Wooden Fumtiure 



beauty parlour 

Mechanised 

a lying down posture 

Halr-treotme’ 

To stop toss ot hair 

Black-headi®^* 

smgShahnozHusolns 

Products 

coeclolised in Bridal 



:tr^' 

4H Panchanaruala 
(Ohakuria Bridge Lartding) 

Near Golpark 


By now I was famished. While 
Sweta window shopped at Russel 
Street, I tucked in at Gangaur. 

Good old AC Market. Just before 
entering, Sweta checks her list of 
pre-planned calls here. Yes, Second 
September (shirts, shirts and more 
shirts), Sharmilee (ladies garments 
and childrenswear), Aparajita 
(Bombay Dyeing showroom) and 
Fair-Lady (dress material) at the 
ground floor. On the first floor is 
Nite 'N' Day where the Puja Special 
is executive shirts in plain colour 
stripes and checks at Rs. 120. (They 
also have a shop at Treasure Is¬ 
land). Kalplata is a must for bed 
and table linen and some of their 
hand-embroidered stuff is really 
good. On the way out, Sweta passed 
Gangadeen Gupta on the ground 
floor and remembered what she 
had done to Sailesh Gupta at their 
New Market shop while fishing for 
sarecs and matching-pieces. 

Window Shopping at Lenin Sarani, 
Sweta was stopp^ short by a dis¬ 
play of television sets. It was the 
branch office of Konark Television 
Limited, but she walked in just the 
same and asked for a demo and the 
friendly staff gladly obliged while 
the manager told her all about the 
company, it's products and ser¬ 
vices. After making its presence felt 
in the television market with sets at 
par with the best in the world and 
prompt after sales service, this 
Government of Orissa Enterprise 
has recently diversified into con¬ 
sumer durables such as washing 
machines, mixer-grinder, etc. 
Equipped with product literatures 
and a list of dealers in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, Sweta set out with her 
mind made up. Looks like soon its 



RDI DHRKeSUURRI 
BRSTRRLRVR 


Sarees from 
Nadia (West Bengal) 
Hyderabad. Bangalore, 
Kanchipuram. Benaras, 
Orissa, Bhagalpur, etc. 


Ntw Eidusivt Datignt 

rnC# 

(Starting) 

Baluchari 

Wilh Zari-embroidery 

Rs 1.350 

Shantinikentan Katha-stich 
With Ramayan & 

Mahabharala Motils 

Rs 1,000 

Kashmiri Soft Silk 

Rs440 

Chanderi Rajkot 

Rs 2,000 

Kanchipuram Jamevar 

Rajkot 

Rs 1,000 

Kanchipuram 

With Thin Border 

Rs 1,000 

Mysore Chamundi Silk 

Rs700 

Rajkot Khadi Silk 

Kashmiri Crepe Silk 

Rs 1,200 

With Printed & Zari Border 

RsSOO 

Sarna Katan 

RsBOO 

Ohakai Jamdani 

With 2-colour HaK & Hall 

With 2 Blouse-pieces 
& 2 Anchals 

Rs 1,700 

Dakshini Silk Tangail 

Rs 1,000 

Relap Ohakai Buti 

Rs 250 

Tissue Tangail 

Rs400 

Polyester Tangail 

Ohanekali Tangail 

With Blouse-piece 

Rs300 


RDI DHRK6SUURRI 
BRSTRRLRVR 

161 -A Rash Behan Avenue 
Gurudas Mansion, Ganahat Junction 
Calcutta 700 019 Phone 42 2698 

NO BRANCHES 


A Tradition Of Over 50 Years 












ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Ks-nross 


14/5 Gariahat Road 
Calcutta 700019 


HANDLOOM HOUSE 
Government Of 
Karnataka 


HANDLOOM HOUSE 

PnYadarSnini Government Of 
_ J _Karnataka 


IpECtAL DISCOUNT 


On all Silk Materials for Churidar Set, Salwar Kameez, 
Silk Sarees and other Polyester & Cotton products 

CHOWRINGHEE CAUVERY KARNATAKA UPAHAR 
7 JN Road Calctta 700 013 
GARIAHAT JASODA BHAWAN-? (1st Floor) 
(Air-Conditioned) 167P R B Avenue, Calcutta 700 019 


Ourjari, Dakshinapan 
& Calcutta Chamber Of Commarct Hall 
Park Street (Next To Flury’s) 

Monday To Saturday -10 30 AM - 7 30 PM 
Sunday - Opto 2 30PM 




Outside, just across the road was Kamalalaya Centre, a 
brand new shopping complex where Kamalalaya Stores 
used to be. It hadn't open^ fully but it deserved a closer 
look. There were some shops (consumer electronics, car 
decor, foam mattresses, etc.) in the front row while there 
was room for many more. I bumped into Raju Mall, 
partner of the property, who showed me around and 
informed me that while the first floor is centrally air- 
conditioned (for an electronic components market), the 
other four floors are meant for offices. ' 

Soon, all that is available in Lenin Sarani, Chandni 
Market and around, will be available under this one 
roof. 

I got so carried away with Kamalalaya Centre that 1 
almost lost track of Sweta and just about managed to 
catch her boarding a mini-bus. In the bus, she meets a 
friend who informs her about the shoe shops in College 
Street, particularly Radu & Co. and Bhanu Stores 
Sweta promptly makes notes. 




Oh, ho. Baba’s glasses! Sweta gets off at Lawrence & 
Mayo to check if they were ready. Did you know that they 
have showrooms all over the country. 

Walking from there, Sweta suddenly goes underground 
and surfaces at Tollygunge Metro Station. This time, she 
back tracks from there to Cariahat-stopping at places 
in-between. 

Ma’s earrings had lo be picked up from Priyo Jewellers 
on Anwar Shah Road. Having completed her assign¬ 
ment there, she is inlormed about a branch in Rash 
Behari. Good, Good. 

Next stop was The Bijoylakshmi Stores. After creating 
a sensation with his 'Young Lady' frocks, Bapi Saha is 
all set to go to town with his new designs. A one-stop- 
shop for the family, in Gariahat. A visit to His N Hers, 
further down, is also recommended. But first, she had 
to pick up a late evening snack for the family from Atilhi 
near the Dhakuria Bridge landing at Panchanantala. 
While she waited for the take home pack, I discovered 
that this was one big complex which included Avinan- 
dan (Indian sweet meats) Avisar (furniture shop) and 
Apsara (beauty parlour). 


Q«^ State HamHcnfli Emporium 

Dakshinapan 2 Qanahal Road Calcutta 700 066 Phone 42 9117 









3 & 4 Lindsay Street. Calcutta 700 087 
Telephone 29 7317 Res 29 5240/8952 














ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Wi^n’2 


I 


I 


^'^iriMlowsyou nre 
looking through 



are Unkpte 


By now it was late evening and as - 
homeward bound office-goers and 
busy shoppers came in each others 
way, Sweta finally managed to give 
me the slip - disappearing into the 
evening. 

Damn! I kicked my car. That 
reminds me I have to add two 
names in my list for tomorrow. 
Auto Sales Agencies and Eastern 
Tyre Sen^ice. 

Back home I find the wife talking 
shop with a neighbour who I could 
make out was a gay shopper in Be- 
hala before coming here. 1 heard the 
names of Babuji, New Indian Silk 
House and Bharat Shoe Concern 
being mentioned. 

Enough is enough, I thought, and 
crashed! 


VnUputAteUUmruUnvs 


As in VARDAAN, KAMAIAIAYA 
CENTRE. PARK PIA7A. .MARStiAU. 
HOi'SE 

And AMERICAN CONSUIATE, 
NANOAN, APEEIAY SCHOOL, 
NAMDANG HOI 'St. AK POINT. lOA 
HARRINGTON STREET, WHITE 
HOUSE, SAGAR ESTATE, JliGANTAR 
BUIIDING 

/■\nd all over the eountrv’ 


Unique 

Manufactures 

Steel Windo«v«, Ocxirs & Sa.'ihc^ 

A.-, per IS. lO.Wa 1561 

And specialises In 

FliiKh Butt Welding. Tenon Rivrtting 
Fenestn Joints 


UNIQUE METAL 
WINDOWS & SHUTTERS 

671 Marshall Mouse 
33/1 NS Road. Calcutta 700 (X)l 
Tclephone.s (OfTice) 20 9K62/4912 
(Factor)') 36 3190 (Res) 34 8693 



Designed & Produced Ry 

GRIFFIN CREATIVE SERVICE PVT LTD 
2 St Georges Gate Road Hastirvgs 
Calcutta 700 022 Phone 45 0125/6/7 























3 Madge Lane, Calcutta 700 016 


Sarees 


3a\'waT 






CHOICE 

Lddir'-. Boutiquo Shop 

Shop 22. Ground Floor 

KALA NIKETAN 

Exclusive Sarees & Salwar Suits 

127 & 128C. First Floor 

MAHARAJA 

Exclusive Salwar Kameez Dupaltas 
Ldhengas Sarees 

_ 112, First Floor _ 

MAYURI SAREE SAGAR 

Wholesalei & Retailer 
Of A Variety Of Sarees 

1 B&C, Ground Floor 

SHILPI, LIRAS. STATUS 

Exclusive Sarees Larfies 
Garments And Shirts 

_ 3&5. Ground Floor _ 

SAKET 

A House Of Exclusive Sarees 

4, Ground Floor 

SHABNAM SELECTION 

Specialist In Exclusive Salwar-suils 
And Fancy Dupattas 

_ 138, First Floor _ 

SUISSE SELECTIONS 

Sensational Saree Shop 

139, First Floor 

SHYAM VATIKA 

Salwar suits Skirt-tops 
And Dress-material 
G 35, Ground Floor _ 

THE MISS 

Womens Arcade 

104, First Floor 


FIRST STEP 

World Of Garments 
33, Ground Floor 


Qafttienis 


RAHMAN REASONABLE STORE 

Hosiery Ready made & Piece Goods 

117 & 118, First Floor 

RAHMAN SELECTION CENTRE 

All Types Of Garments 

137. First Floor o TroOSefS 

-SVltrlS & ' 

MATCH MAKER 

For The Winning Look 

123, First Floor 

BUBBLE’S 

Gents Ladies & Chitdrens Foot wear specialist 

25. Ground Floor 

GIFT CLUB Uad'®® 

Leather Hand bggs S Gilt Articles 

141, First Floor 

MUSIC PALACE A^idiO-cas 

Audio-cassette9 

A-128, First Floor 

RAHMAN TIME CORNER VNatcde® 

House Of Watches Clocks Time-pieces 

127A, First Floor 
- 

OPENING SOON 

CITY EXPRESS SUPERMARKET 

Basement 







COLOUR EXTRA 


A GRIFRN ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Hunt Club, Kent, Paulo Gucci 
and all the best 


'<• iJUFnflhl' 

f ■ -y 

. ’ $ 

' Second S^tember 

E1 A(r-condiflon#d M»rk«t 
1 8hBk*«p*«r* Stf«nl, Calcutta 700 071 


J: * 


Burger break 




( oiniMi' Nt \i 




A ( HRISFMAS & WINIIR Gl IDI 
losliopping t King (Hit icldiriting 
incl lu)licL>vmg 

Kir ad\trtistnicnt spate tonutt 

GRIFFIN CRFATIVE SERVICE FVT LTD 

2 St Gieorgo - Gate Road Hastings 
Calcutta 700 022 




I? i-'vl . _ 

mi % 

_ ^ 

J- 
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2 Madge Lane Calcutta 700 016 


Co icepl S Direction SUOIP 5CN Layout RAJIB KUMAR Artwork FRADIP ROY 
Fxocutives RANJAN MUKHERJEE SWAPNA BAGCHI SARMISTHA DUHA PR/»NAB 
PAINAIK O'fice SUBHRA SENGUPTA K K DAS GHOSH NIKHIL GHOSH ASHOK DEV 
AJOY DAS Photogrophers ASIT PODDAR (with model) SAMIR GHOSAL (without) 

_QtfMCUA nUADlIf^ 















A 1934 American model under restoration 


a special feature of half a do^en extra 
exhaust vents attached to its »*ngine I he 
exhausts were used to throw out super 
charged gases The replica has dummy 
steel pipes fixed on its sides lesembling 
the onginal 

The Mercedes, painted maroon and 
black, has a rumble seat in the dickey A 
tug at the dickey handle and two adults of 
"average sire’ can slip into what aie 
derogatorily called the ‘mother in law’ 
seats T his is because the dickey is not 
covered and the occupant will have to 
suffer the vagaries of the weather whereas 
the front two seats are covered by a 
canvas roof I his car is iiow up for srie 

Anirudh made another car m IWT 
again based on the mechanic al components 
of a petrol Mahendra jeep 1 his rcplic a of 
the famous sports Mercedes SSKi 

(1931) is painted in stately white with red 
linings and upholstery 

Anirudh becomes cautious when it com 
es to stating pnees He says most of the 
originally hand made cars ce-t about 


$8(K),()(X) in the world market But he sells 
his replicas for less than six per cent of 
this He hastens to add that his is more 
a “work of art than a commercial eiitc-r 
prise ’’ 

Anirudh Singh also has a colicstion of 
special interest cars of the late horties .ind 
eaily fifties He has a 1947 convertible 
Cadillac parked in his garage which once 
belonged to the late Mahataja of Bundi It 
has already clone 12 (Kk) miles a record in 
Itself It IS me of the well kc-pt originals 

It has automatic transmission and its 
siac windows and radio antennae arc 
powc-r operated, and so is its convcutibic 
top 

He also owTis a 1919 convertible Cadil 
lac, eailicr owned by the late Maharaia of 
laipui Bainted in midnight blue the ear 
really stands out His 1992 Cadillac Coupe 
de Ville, with a two door haidtop, is a 
golden anniversary Cadillac Anirudh as a 
child used to travel in the car and says, "1 
had never imagmed that one day 1 w’ould 


own It Among the other cars parked in 
his garage is a [lost Woild Choslc’r leiwn 
and Country a four door sedan of 1948 
which lielcmged to the- late Maharaja of 
(iwalior (icorge Jivaji Kao. father of 
former railways minister Madhav Kao 
Scindia Of the 1991 cars manufactured 
bc-tween 1911) and 1948 in this mcKlel 
Singhs IS the llllh 

All these cars aie registeic-d with the 
rc-gicmal transport aiithoritv like anv othei 
I he only diffcri-nce i, that these aie 
pgisteicd as rebuilt cars’ Replicating 
vintage models is a hofiby-thc woild over 
particularly in furope Yet in India which 
once boasted of some of the rarest ,ind 
most expensive cars th.inks to the pas 
Sion of its Mahalajas and Ni/ains for the* 
beautiful and the exotic Aniiiidh sing!, 
remains one of a kind I It is a v ir taj’c 
fic*ak with a difference winking tin k sslv 
to keep the olde spiiit alive Ifyoiiwintto 
/ip down memory lane Maharaja sivic he 
IS the man who could give you flu ndi of 
your life ■ 
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Neelam and Jackie in Doodh Ka Karz 


All Mormatlofi givtg 
onthasBi»§§s 1 $ . 
accuntiittha tlmaaf 
going to grass. 


\U (.111 AK SHOWS 


Hindi Filins 


• Aaj Ka Arjun Mij. ik (Kill 

\hni<(l hidw n Koicl 1 

sh m.. 

\ film K L Hokiilii sijmnK 
iiu I, isl II \iiiil ibli i< u 111 h in iliini’ 
uilli Jn I I I 1(11 111(1 KidhiK 1 III! 
imisii IS b\ H ippi 1 (bill 

• Aashiqui Orn nt iBinliiuk 

stnit 's|(M/) A lilkit Show 
11(111 iMiibdis Hlnduii Stmt 
iW'tl) 1 shows MimkilSitit 
ChittirjK Am mil 11(111'’) 1 

sll iws 

\ liliii by Mihtsli Hlntt star 
nni, d< but inis \nu A^,ltwll ind 
K dud Roy I h( nuisii is by 
N idei 111 Slni\ in 

• Dll \1( tio (ChowimKhii Koid 

280111) 1 shows 

Diiiitid by Indn Kumar ind 
with niusii bv \nind Milind thi 
film St us A itiiii Khin Madhiin 
Dixit in I Anup im Kht r 

• Doodh Ka Karz i’lradisi 
(Hintin k Stmt 28'‘il42) (uni 
(At h iry I J ly, idish (. h indn Bose 
Roiil 2 I‘I 8 81 Krishna tl C 


Diitl I sill 11 ’bOI 1/) Priy 1 
(R islibt h III Am nut 101110) 
Sill (Bidliin Sirim nlSlS) 
liy,il (Aliiivi Pritulli tliindn 
It nd it 108) liiii I (Hidli 111 Sin 
111 ill)') Lhhly I (Atliiiy I I’l I 
lull I C liindi I Koid iiHS’’) Ki>{i 
111 (lit lii)..li 111 M iin Ko id ih i ■’O-l) 

M ll llltll I (Kim 'll 1 Ilk) 

Dimli I by Asliok (.iikwid iiid 
withiiuisK by Anmi Milik tbi liliii 
III [iiku Sbioff Ntilim Vir 
shi iiid \ninsh Pun 

• iawani /indabad |y ti 

(1 <11111 Sll ini 21111’) 1 shows 

A irnii Kli in ind 1 iihi ire tin 
111 Mil itti I til 11 111 this lilni 

dirtiltdby Aiunlllnlt Ihi musii 
IS by All md Mil mil 

• Paap Ki Kamaee i liti (s \ 

llintrjn Roid 211181) I tt ii i 
(llidhin Sit 111 ! )')22(K)) Pribint 

((. blit II inj in Amiiiii 100 o’) 
Kiliki (Siciinind I Koid I sli|) 
Kupili ( \shutosh Miiklii ti< ( K id 

.4101) 

\n i Kountii Ik.) will! i niiit 
ind liyy stirriny; Milliun thikri 
b riy Kiinil (.oswami SiiiM'ti 
llijl IIU sliilpi Shiiodkii I’n m 
t liopt I ind Kulbhushin Khiibin 
di lilt tilm Is dim It d by K iw il 
Sliiinii ind tile dusk is by Anmi 

M ilik 

• Sailaab Roxy ((. h .wnn^hit 
Pint 281118) Griti (Mibitiin 
(iindhi Koid IllOOO) Kbiiini i 
(Aihiiyi Prifulli Clnndii R nd I 


Tapas Paul and Archana Joglekar in Jeeban Saagee 

.'■.201’) Indii I (Indn I ly Road ( houdhury I be ni 
; 11717) Midhubin (Kigtnt Riiindrajiin 

Piik) • Debata (A) Mu 

M itibiiii Dixit IS till thit lit 11 S ir ini 1127.1) 11 

tion 111 this film diittttd by Miikhtryte Roid 471 

Dtepik Bilraaj Vij and whose bighn (Mihitnn (.i 
musit IS by Bappi l^lhin 112710) 2 41 1 10 f 


Bengali Films 


• Bhangagara D irp in i (Bidlnii 
Sirim 118080)—2 10 1 10 8 
Prithi (A( him Jagadish <. Inndn 
B()S( Koid 271882) 2 1 7 11 
Dirttttd by C.uru Bigihi tht 
niiiri itliKtions of this film lie 
Pristnjil Sitibdi Roy Dttpinkii 
[)t Suhlundu Chitttnet Debiki 
Mukhtrjii ind R ijeshwiii Roy 


( houdhury I be niusii is hv 
Rituidra J iin 

• Debata (A) Mm ii (llidliin 
S ir ini 1127.1) Bijoli IS P 
Miikheryee Roid 471102) Chiu 
bighii (Mihitnn (.indhi Roid 
112710) 2 41 1 10 8 15 

Viitor i1ini ije( Dibashite 
Roy Dilip Koy AnupKuniir Kill 
Bimijte Indnni H ilder Arjuii 
Chikiihoitv ind K injit Mullitk 
eoniprist tht ni iin t isl I lit film is 
dirttltd b 1 Abhijit Stn ind the 
riiusit IS by R 1) Bunn in 

• Gharer Bou Kidbi (Bidlun 
Saniii 111011)—2 10 1 10 8 
lljjali I Russ I Roid 7.8000) 

2 JO 1 10 8 10 



20 






Printad har* is tha ngulmr Indian Airiinas scha> 
dula. But tha sehaduia has haan curtailad dua to 
tha 9 roundino of its Airbus A320 flaat. Passon- 
9 ars ara advisad to kaap track of announce- 
manta nwda by Indian Airiinas in tha press. For 
assistance, they may contact 262B4a, 262688, 
266869, 262417. 869433, 869841/2/3/4/6 and 
869633. 


A Mdd atertdner. •tarring 
Smdhya Roy, Quranieet, Satabdi 
Roy, Joy Sengupta, MeenakaU 
Goawami, ifinui Bhowmick, Biptab 
Chattetjee and SandbyannL 




9 September: 11 am 

Rangakarmee presents its latest 
Hindi play, HoU. directed by Usha 
Gangub. 

At Kala Mandir (B) 
(Shakespeare Sarani: 449086) 
9-15 September: 3 pm -1 pm 
An exhibition of recent drawings 
by Chanchal Mukhenee. 

At Chitrakoot Art Gallery (55 
Ganahat Road) 

9-14 September: 3 pm-8 pm 

An ei^bition of paintings by 
Tanin Ghosh m the South Gallery. 
•Swakshar Sanskntik Samsad will 
hold a paintings exhibition in the 
New Gallery. 

9Septembieronwards:3 pm - 

8 pm 

Salil Bhattachanee will hold his 
exhibition of paintings in the Cen¬ 
tral Gallery till September 17. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road, 284302) 

9 September: 6,05 pm 
An^ra Association and Balaran- 

gam present The Life ofSn Rama- 
nma, a colourful drama in English. 

At Andhra Hall (13-A Shahana- 
gar Road: Calcutta 26). 

9 September: 6 pm 
Sangit Kala Mandir presents a 
programme of light music, featur¬ 
ing Preeti Sagar and party. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani; 443666/9086). 

9 and 15 September: 630 pm 
Padatik and USIS present the 
Hindi play, Baansh WaJa, a transla¬ 
tion (rf Richard Nash's The Ram 
Maker, dffected by Rodney Mar¬ 
riott and designed by Chnstof^r 
Barreca. The cast includes Ra- 
jaram Yagnik, ShakilKhan, B.M. 
Hada, Sanchayita Bhattachaiya, 
Vinay Sharma, Mahmud Aalam and 
Arun Sharma. 

At Gyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street). 

9 September; 630 pm 

Kabyayan's first anniversary pr^- 
ramme of recitation and reading 
features Suchitra Mitra, Pradip 
Ghosh, Sabitabrata Dutta, Pumen- 
du Pattrea, Gouri Ghosh, Chaitali 
Daagupta, Saswati Guha Thakurta, 
&atati Baneijee, Partha Mukher- 
jee, Sarmishtha Chatteijee, Tuisi 
Roy, Amitava Bagchi and others. 

At Sisir Mancha (AJC Bose 
Road). 

14 September: 230 pm -430 
pm 

Fun with Chemistry—a work- 
■h^ m chemistry experiments for 
mkldte-schaol teachers, organised 
by Progressive Educational Tech- 
nques Society, 

M Biria Industrial and Technolo- 
gi^ Museum. 


TRAVEL 


Planes 


B^OTE: All errivel enii de-< 
parturc timee arc for Cal¬ 
cutta. FIgurae In brackate 
danota the days, 1 being 
Monday. 


Inlcm.ilion.'il 


Loadoa-Delhi-Caicutta: Art 

(1) : A1-132/A1-1320 at 1300 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
New York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 
0240. 

Cakutta-Bombay-Dubal: Dep. 

(2) : AI-lOl/Al-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (5); Al-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Baagkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 1935. ■ 
Calcutta-Bombay-Loadon- 
New York: Dep. (6): A1-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 

Caicatta-DelU-Paria-London: 

Dep. (7); A1-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Caicutta-Delhi-Rome- 
nraakfiirt: Dep. (7)- A1-1651/AI- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-LoadoB-Oelhi- 
Calcntta: Air. (7): AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340. 

Fraakfurt-Rome-Oeibi- 
Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr 
(4). SU-537 at 1525. 
Calcutta-Dubai-Moscow: Dep 
(4) SU-538 ai 1725 
Amman-Caicutta: Arr (1. 4) 
R1.184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Ammao (via 

Bangkok): Dep (1. 4) KJ-181 at 
0830. 

Caleutta-Siagaporc: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

SiMtapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. (2. 4. 
7); IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1. 3. 6) 
TG-313 af 1240; Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
IC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1. 3. 6); 
TG-314 at 1355 
Dclhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr 
(6)- IC-843 at 07.55. Dep (6>- 
IC-H4.i at 085.5 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr 

(h) 1C -.844 at 111.5. Dep (hr 
IC 844 al 1215 

<^utta-Kathmaiidu: Dep. (1. 

6) ; RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2, 4, 6, 

7) : lC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1, 6):. 
RA-213 at 1150, Air. (2; 4, 6, 7); 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (daily): 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
19'20. Dep. (1.2.3.4.6,7): BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5):BG-0%at 1820. 
Dep. (1.7); IC-223 at 1340. Dep 

(2.4,6): tC-223 at 1640. 


Dhaka-Calcutia; Arr. Idailvi 
BG-091 al 1010 and BG-U95 at 
1840 Arr (1.2 1.4.6.71 BG-09J 
al 1540. Arr (5) BG 097 at 1740. 
Arr (17) IC-224 at 1540 Arr 

(2.4.6) IC-224 at 1840 
Calcutta-Chlflagong: Dep 

(2.5) BG-698 al 1415. Dep (6) 
IC-225 at 1330 

CUttagong-Calcutta; Arr (2. 

5) BG-697 at 1330. Arr (6) 
lC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB 
106 at 09(KJ. Arr (2) KB 105 at 
0800. 


Domestic 


Air40kBa - 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dep (7) Al- 

1651 at 0500 

Dcihi-Calcutta: Arr (1) Al- 

1320 at 1300. Arr (7) AI-n22 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bpmbay: Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0240: Dep (6) Al-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr (5) Al 
306 at 1815 

Inritan Airilfwg.f). ^ 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700. 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1135 and 
1C-264 at 2225 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily)- 
IC-273 at 1955 and IC-176 at 0855; 
Arr. (daily): IC-274 at 1855 and 
IC-175 at 0755 

Calcutta-Madras: Dep (daily) 
IC-265 at 1700, Art (daily) IC- 
266 at 2150 

Calcutta-Bangalorc; Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-271 at 1500. An. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) lC-272 at 2025, 
Calcutta-VIxag-Madraa: Dep 

(1.2.4.6) . lt-542 at 0730; Arr. 
’(1)'; IC-541 at 0945, Arr. (2.4,6)i 
IC-541 at 1310. 

Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): lC-229 at 1250; Arr. (daily) ' 
lC-230 at 1550. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) . IC-201 at 1130; Arr. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245. Arr 
(2,4). IC-202 at 1500 
Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhat 
Guwahatl - Calcutta: Dep 

(3.5.7) : IC 213 at 10.10. Arr. 

(3.5.7) . IC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta • Guwahatl - Dima- 
pur: Dep. (1.3.5.61 IC-219 at 
1120: Arr(1.3,5.6) IC.220al 1600 
Calcutta • Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly); [C-221 at 1100: Arr (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 


Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (dai 
Iv) IC-241 at 0700 Dep (2 4) 
IC-24J al 1400 Dep i3..5,6.7) 
IC-241 at 06(X) Dep (1) IC 243 
al HOU, Arr (dailv) IC-242 at 
0900. Anr (2.4) IC 244 al 1600. 
Art (3.5, 6 7) IC 244 al 1020. 
Arr (1) 1C 244 at IbOO 
Calcutta- Siichar- Imphal: 
Dep (daily) IC-2.55 at 0600, Arr 
(daily) iC-256 at 1030 
Calcutta - Bhubaaeawar 
Nagpur - Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) IC 269 at 1710; Arr 

(3.5.6) iC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hydcrabad; Dep 

(1.2.7) ; lC-277 at 1745. Arr. 

(1.2.7) - 1C-278 at 2215 
Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. 
(2,4)- IC-285 at 0545 . Arr (2.4): 
lC-286 at 1015 

Calcutta - Port Blair • Car 
Nicobar: Dep (1)- IC-287 at 
0545, Arr (1) 1C-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta • Raochi - Pataa 
Luckaow - Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) lC-410at 0830; Arr. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-409 at 1510. 

Ymyatoot 

Calcutta-Agartala-Impbel: 

Dep. (1,3.5)- PF-727 at 0530: Arr. 

(1.3.5) - PF-728 at 1120. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 
Dep. (7). PF-729A at 0550. Arr. 
(7) PF-730A at 1050. 
Calcutta-Sbilioag-Guwabati- 
Calcutta; Dep. (1.3.5,7): PF: 

701 at 1140, Arr. (1.3.5.7): PF- 

702 at 1615 

Calcutta - Aaartala - Kamal- 
pur - Kallasnar - Agartala • 
Calcutta: Dep. (2.4.6). PF-729at 
0550: Arr. (2,4.6) PF-730 al 

1040 

Calcutta - Siichar - SbiHoag - 
Guwahatl - Siichar - Calcutu: 

Dep. (2,4.6); PF-701 at 1100; An. 

(2.4.6) : PF-702 at 1715 
Calcutta-Rourkeia: Oep. (C 3, 
5): PF.715at0600: Arr. (1, 3. 5): 
PF-716 at 0855. 

Calcutta • Guwahatl - Jorhat - 
Lilabari • Dibrugarh • Tezu: 
Dep. (2.6): PF-709 at 0815. Air. 

(2.6) . PF-710 at 1840. 

Calcutta - Guwahatl ■ Oima- 
pur - Jorhat • Lilabari • Dibru¬ 
garh: Dep. (4) PF-709 at 0815: 
Arr. (4): PF-710 at 1750. 
Calcutta - Guwahatl - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat - Lilabari • DIbru- 
garii • Tezu: Dep. (7) PF 709 at 
0600: Arr. (7): PF-710 at 1705. 
Calcutta - Agartala; Dep. 
(1.3.5): PF-729A at 1130 Air. 
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(1.3.5) PF-730A at 1410. 
Calcuna - Aittawl ■ Agartala • 
Calcuna; Oep (2.4.6) PF-705at 
0910 and PF-729B at 1310; Ait. 
(2.4.6» PF-706 at 1255 and PF- 


730B at 1655. 

Calcutta' Jamabedpur -Raa- 

chi - Patna: Dep. (1.3.5): PF-72S 
at 0550. Ait (1.3.5)- PF-726 at 

Ills. 


Caicima • Jannhadptir; Dep. 

(2.4.6) PF-717 at 0550; Arr. 

(2.4.6) : PF-718 at 0745. 
Calcutta > Cooeh Bchar: Dep. 
j(2,4,6,7): PF-707 at 0600; Arr. 


(2,4,6, 7) PF-70e at 0655. 
Calcutta • Atsawi - SUchar • 
Guwahati: Dep. (1,3,5,7): PF- 

705 at 0915; Arr. (1.3.5,7): PF- 

706 at 1620. 


Departure EASTERN RAILWAY 
Up Time Howrah 

2311 19-00 OeUil-Kalka Mail 

3005 19-20 Amritsar Mall 

3003 20-00 Bombay Mail via Allaliabad 

2381 9 15 Alr-Cond (New Delhi) Ex¬ 

press via Gaya-Varanasi 
Dep Tubs Thurs A Sal 
Arr - Wed Fn & Sun 


Arrival 
Time C 


Oepartura 


2303 

9 15 

Alr-Cond. (New Delhi) Ex¬ 
press via Patna 

Dep -Mon Wed Fn A Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs A Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16 00 

Rajdhanl Express 5 days a 
week 

Dep- Mon Tues Thurs Fn A 
Sun 

Arr Tues Wed Thurs Sal A 
Sun 

11 30 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Himgiri (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

Dep- Tues Fn A Sal 

Arr—Tues Wed A Sal 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon A Thurs 

Arr —Thurs A Mon 

4 15 

2548 

3009 

20 06 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9 45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Main Line 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15 45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6 10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Express via 

Mam Line 

5 30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchenjungs Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17 35 

Kamrup (Guwahati) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6 10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17 15 

CosKield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Assnsol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr — Friday 

11 10 

3026 

|3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 

Dep—Tues Thurs A Sat 

Arr—Mon Thurs A Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santiniketan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly SuperfesI Express 

Dep—Thurs Sat A Son 

Arr—Tues Wad A Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues A Wed 

Arr—Sal A Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktipun) (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep A Arr—Mon A Fn 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep A Arr—Sunday 

Seaidah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Dar)eellng Mail 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

Bhagirathi (Lalgola) Express 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Express Tri-weekly 
Dep A Arr—Wed Fn A Sun 

4-30 

5186 


SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 

Howrah 

Madras Mall 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 
QHanlall (Bombay) Express 
Ahmedabad Express 
Bombay Express via Nagpur 
Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

Bangalore Express 

Oep— Tubs 
Arr—Sun 

Tata Steel Express 
Ispat Express 
Sambalpur Express 
Ranchi Hatia Express 
Purl Express Via Cuttack 
Jagannath (Puri) Express Via 
Narat 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar^ Ex¬ 
press 

TIrupatl Express 
East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

Purulla Express 
Dep—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 
Guwahati • Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwahati Express 

Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Ouwahati Weekly Express 
(via VIsakhapatnam & Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Supertast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 
Dep—Fri A Sun 
Arr—Tues A Fri 
Guwehatl-Bangalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 
Bangalore CIty-Guwaheti 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 
A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


ENQUIRIES: For round the clock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, please dial 203545-54 for In-coming tralna; 303535-44 for 
all other information. For information aoout raearvMlons on 
Eastern end South Eastern Railways bains, dial 203500 (from • 
am to 0 pm on weekdays and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazetted holl^ys). 


2650 22-35 


2652 22-35 


2674 22-35 


2610 22-35 


Time 

Dn 

6^45 

6004 

7-25 

8001 

14-30 

2859 

4-30 

8033 

15-15 

8029 

11-30 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

6-55 

8006 

6-05 

8016 

5-30 

8008 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

4-15 

8080 

14-45 

8046 

11-20 

8018 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2673 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2609 









ZOOM BOOMHWhat can you draw to compMa tha circua acana 
abova? To And out, add connoetlnfl llnoa from 1 to 2, 3, ale 


a HEADS ROLL' Behead a beast and you vrill find a 
larger beast and then, behold you will now have 10 
With what word do you begin’ 

<X uOMl >0 uogi) KOI pjOM aui mtM uiOae 


HOCUS-POCUS 






CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Thore are at least si* ditlar- 
ences in drawing details batwaan top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you lind them’ Check answers with those below 
«l t<«S ^ liKlMlUl •* 6uwuwms $ pVAOUl fl 
UIJV f Du«8s>ui SI MS^tts € SI J«H S 6uissmj tf I mous^Uiq 





7SA 

<SA 

5SA 

*SA 

3SA 

2SA 

ISA 


LEND SAM A HAND 

Uncle Sam It pondering the 
SAM-worda Hated above. Each 
word bagina wHh SAM and Is one 
letter longar than Its predcae a or 
Let's see If you can he^ Unde 
Sam And thaaa words DoHni- 
tkms 

1. SAM (bi plaeo). 

2. Mote ol Ibis can be boftag. 

3. South Amatfean dance. 

4. Asian ho u sebo a t 

B. Russian tea um. 

5. Poiister'a task. 

7. Qood dead deer. 

Rl In as many of the words as 
you can Time Hmlt 2 mlnutee 
unusuas / SiaduJss I mtaxme 
S iMduna f sikins E •uas E uaa I 


FUNSPOT 


SCORE to points tor using all the 
letters In the word below to form 
two complete words 

STREAMER 


THEN Kore 2 points each for all 
words of four loHers or mere 
found among the tetters 

Try to score at least M peiMs. 

tMi 0UiIl Ulti6fUt •iqtflBOd 





GREAT DAY' Hip, hip, hooray, lor a banner day — July 4' Color 
above scene neatly. Code: t—Rad. 2—LI. blue. 3—Yellow 4—Lt 
brown 5—Flesh tonoa 6—Ob. blue. 7—Ob. brown. »—LI purple 


SPELLBINDER 
































A iindamOuha, Calcutta 
30, wants to know why 
the Black Sea is called 
Black 

Of all the bodies of water, 
the one now known as the 
Black Sea raised the most 
nomenclatural complica¬ 
tions It suffered both change 
of name and duality of name 
It was commonly known 
simply as Pontus, one of 
several Greek words mean¬ 
ing “sea ” Except as applied 
to this particular sea, howev¬ 
er, the word was rare, occur¬ 
ring chiefly in poetry 
Moreover, it appears to be of 
Indo-European derivation 
(cognate with English 
“path"), refemng especially 
to the sea conceived as a 
means of communication 
Yet this sea was always on 
the edge of the Greek world, 
and one cannot And a time in 
history when it could reason¬ 
ably have been “the path" A 
borrowing from some local 
language, possibly Thracian, 
seems to be demanded 
The two secondary 
names, Hellespont and 
Propontis, also suggest local 
borrowing Propontis is an 
interesting one for its point of 
view Meaning “in front of the 
Pontus, ’ It provides evi¬ 
dence that the Greeks 
approached from the Ae¬ 
gean If Ponfi/shadbeenan 
old name which was brought 
by the Greeks from some 


PRC yffhOuseMon.'Whatietha'Barber’a 
Chair’sign? (RaiatBhargava.»2 Jodh- 
pur Park, CalcutUi-700068.) 

An$: it la an electric ahocMIke aenaatlon 
which radlataa Into the arnia, down the 

-Lj::— back or into the lege when the patient 

benda hla neck forward aa found In a disease called 
Multiple Sclerosis. 


ancient northern homeland, 
we should have possibly had 
such a name as Epipontis, 
“beyond the Pontus " 

As for Hellespont, it ought 
to mean something like "the 
narrow Pontus, "or “entr¬ 
ance to Pontus "But even 
the language is uncertain, 
and the Greeks merely told a 
mythological story about it 
Helle and Phryxus sought 
to escape the wrath of their 
step-mother Ino on the back 
of the ram with the golden 
fleece The luckless Helle 
out of weanness dropped 
from the flying ram s back 
and fell into a narrow sea 
over which they were pas¬ 


sing and was drowned The 
narrow sea became the Hel¬ 
lespont 

When the Greeks first be¬ 
gan to navigate Pontus, its 
shores were largely inha¬ 
bited by Iranian-speaking 
peoples They sensed the 
difference in appearance be¬ 
tween the water of inland 
streams and that of the open 
sea, calling the latter “dark," 
in their language, eorsaena 
The Greeks adopted this as 
Axeions, “inhospitable,” and 
to avoid the suggestion of 
evil, altered it to Euxine, 
"hospitable" This ancient 
Iranian name still preserves 
Itself, translated into many 
farflung languages, usually 
altered to mean not so much 
"dark" as “black" 

Dr Suptendra Sarbadhi- 
kan, Calcutta-45, wntes 

“Today s ‘Quiz column 
(July 22) suddenly reminded 
me of my own collection of 
‘phobia which amounts upto 
about 125 Publishing that 
list might take up the whole 


page alioted for ‘Quiz'i 
“However, I found an in¬ 
teresting question What IS 
common to the ‘fear’ of 
snake, pain, dirt, madness, 
bee and poisoning? 

“The answer is that each 
of them have at least two 
terms ‘isophio* and 'ophidio' 
for snake, ‘algo’ and ‘odyne’ 
for pain, ‘mysg and ‘rhypo' 
for dirt ‘mama’ and ‘lysso’ 
for madness, ‘api and 
‘melisso for bee and ‘toxico 
and ‘lo for poisoning 
“This IS of course by no 
means an exclusive list of 
double phobias, but certainty 
can increase the ‘phobopho- 
bia of many!” 

A quiz report from K C 
Outta, Nagaon 
“A quiz competition was 
organised at the Nagaon 
Oistnct Library under the au¬ 
spices of the Nagaon Branch 
of All Assam Likhika Somar- 
oh, a women s organisation 
It was jointly conducted by 
Ava Borah, Geeti Mallika 
Saikia and Lakhimi Borah 
before a fairly large crowd 
“The quiz received an ex¬ 
cellent response with com¬ 
petitors in five groups It was 
a keenly contested affair with 
very few questions bouncing 
back to the quiz persons 
“Team C won with 58 
points, team A came next 
with 44 points while team 0 
took the third place" 


QUESTIONS 


1. Name the two athletea 
on whom the Oscar win¬ 
ning film Chariots ofFke Is 
based. (Mohan Kumar 
'ABrawal, Baigarh 28) 

2. Which IS the pnnc^ 
poison gas weapon on 
which the MS miles? (Man- 

Singh. Bokaro Steel 
City 3) 

3. On whose dea8i, Paris 
MslOh gave the hearfline, 
“Hamlet rsKtins Scartott"? 
(Subrata Haidar, Tribeni 3) 

4. in the local language 
what does 'Ladalm' mean? 
nSurju Barpandd, Bolangir 


V. FiFAhadapanelqfae 
rafiaaes tor Nala'W txA 


one of them remairted 
absent because hequR 
thegame Whowashe 
and why did he quit? 
(Oth^ Mazoomdar, Bora 
743505) 

8 . Which siiortonian said, 
“People think of me as an 
oldie. They forget that I am 
just 21"? (T^daar Bai^ 
Calcutta 17) 

7. Which was the first 
cinemascope film in 
Matayalam? (Roy George, 
Dimapur) 

8. was Antonio Gra- 
maact?(LC Ngaihte, 
Churachandipur) 

8 , Sherlock Hoimea re- 
aktedM^tBBi^ 

Street. On which sheet did 
Mycroll Holinaa have his 
quarters? (Soumyadip 


Chowctoury, Caloitta 29) 
10. During Italia *90, some 
spectators at every match 
coiM be spotted holding a 
banner which simply said, 
“John 3.16“ What Is Its 
significance? (Anindita 
Dos, Calcutta 33) * 


ANSWERS 


.'efflBunsstJeAa 
848M mq qaiJSd )ou pinogs 
uiM ui laeAeasqjaASoa 
-<M4M tail)‘uosumoflaq 
^luosmeABOeqiaq} ppcm 
empeAO|ospooJo-|, 
;^)aeii|0(uia‘ataaiaA 
gj^dSMO'uMonsJO 
iedsooataotsjtosig m 
YSpsic/vdl&y 

m8!iav)iaif)tpi»f«4jl 


UMiunuiujoo uBiieti 
eouenuui mis seepi esoqM 
AjSit JO jsjunujuioo 
eqtjojepunojBseM^ *8 
nqtuviioifoaqj, 'i 
je>|oees|j08 -g 
6861 reqiuoAON 
U) pejBjOijjo pBij Asqj tRiqm 
JB iptBUJ snBBSi UBtqUiO 
-jqo B OujMOIIOJ ‘OWPBN 
ooeuo oiBcnv‘wiOoeyoo 
m ispjnuj aip Jana iinp 
oi papioep pBq Biquksoo 
)0 Q|9B|Bd TBIQ SnSBf ‘8 

’tSkw «ids at# JO pwn •* 

(e}jMs,m|i^ 
BBM eiji lAm euo^ 

w| SUBHTOJWPWS 
oqiMi«Bjani iwi/^aiiq 
ei8)jetA)|OMu*i#] t 
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1 “IN THE COURTS OF A YEAR S “MV WIFE*6 GIVIN0 ME THE 

MY LORETTA 6ERVE6 EVERYTHING 6ILENT TREATMENT • 

PROM /iARPVARK to ZEGRA.” 6HE MAS MER GOOD POINTS.** 
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THE QUEEM ILEEME 5CPEAMS THEOUGH 
THE STEATD5PHEEE OF THE PLANET KJAWD5. 



&MILDOR' THE 6BAV PRIVBS 
MAKING US L16H7EE INSTEAD 
OF THE SHIP 




IN5IPE THE EI^INE room __ 

THIS RIDE'S WORSE 1 DON'T VUDERy' 
THAW THE HEAV/ ^ WE'LL TOUCH DOWN 
feRAVITV ROU.0^ \ luce A FEAlUER IF 
rOASTER AT / THE 6RAV DRIVE 
ETEENIA -LAND ' /V KICK’S IN ' 
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When you approach something called Khula Manch with a sala-bandh it is 


what doublespeak is all about. The Union minister of information anc 


pendra, wagged his tongue a little too much about that 


strange animal called autonomy; now he’s eating humble pie. 


Photograph by SOUMEN CHATTERJEE 







CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE 1 


The diMeming eye un see beyond the 
obvious. Far beyond the inlricale bnn 
of this DUtvara Temple siluated on the 
extensive pateau of Mount Aim in the 
Aravalli mountains of Rajasthan. Of 
white marble, the interior is lavish in 
sculpture and anJiitectural 
decoratian. Columns, ceilii^ porticos 
and ceils, display marble figures based 
on geometric^ mandala with super¬ 
imposed planes and concenlric rings 
in the form of a star. In each cell isa 
polished stone idol representing a 
lirthankara or lain saint. 

Centuries have rolkd by. Munuments, 
ipeat and small, have come to adorn 
our land. The men who made these 
anihetk masterpieces passible were 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the blad^th. It was that forgotten 
furnace which forged steel tools and 
implements, however crude and 
archaic. Thus, the backbnir of such 
sweeping cnativity was, as always, 
techiiolagy. in a word, steel forging 


will pul the bidian High Speed Steel 
on par with the fiaest available hi the 
wi^ POWMEX product mu 
includes both Tuigisten ami 
Molybdenum High Speed Steels of 
various sections in rounds, flats and 
squares, and ace indispensable for 


And centuries of steel forgmg in India making drills, reameis, dies, farming 


is today reaching a lechnohgical 
zenith with POWMEX STEELS. 

POWMEX is emerging as Asia's first 


tools, punches, special bearings etc 
The tools made out of Supm High 
Speed Steels will Iningatot a 
seachange in their durability and 


plant to produce High Speed Steel and quality turning out better components. 
Super High Speed Steels throu^ 


Powder Capsule Forging TeduwlaBr. 


POWMEX, in coilabunlian with the the coui 
world leader BOHLER of AUSTRIA is ^mvth. 
setting up a Rs. 700 million high lech 
plant near Titlagwh in Otisn. This 


POWMEX - Redcflning the future of High Speed Steel 



POWMEX reduces imports and saves 
precious Foreign exdiange to uphold 
the country's ideal of self-reliance and 


|P0WMEX| 


Powmex Steels Limited 
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TT The Mahananda 
wildlife sanctuary has faced 
plenty of odds—but survived 
And soon, it may become one 
of the best there is 
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■ There IS a special 
hire about the three famous 
wildhfe sanctuaries the 
Keoladeo Ghana National 
Park, Ranthambhore, and the 
Corbett National Park A 
ringside view of the three and 
why they never fail to satisfy 
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Deer^re pa^'of the foNStIrfe of Mahaaanda 





Enter, softly 








I magine a forest, a virgin, wild and 
unexplored stretdi of sheer greea 
Visualise tall trees. Dripping moss. 
Bushes. Creepers. Dark, treacherous 
forest floors. Visualise vast wetlands, 
Udckly wooded hills and undulating plains 
criss-crossed by waterways: mij^ty, 
turbulent rivers, seasonal hiilstreams, 
small fountains and wateifaDs. 

Imagine a wilderness that now exists 
only in old hunting annals and dusty 
gazettes. 

For you are imagining the Terai. You 
are visualising one of the greatest tropical 
forests on ea^, nearly all of which is gone 
to the sawmills, hearths and chuSahs. 

But, ail this is hist(^ and to a certain 
extent, cliche. Sob stmies about the loss of 
natural environment have become so com¬ 
monplace that people ignore them these 
days. What if, for a change, someone 
literally rebuilds a real bit of Tend for you? 
A Shangrilla where your ‘wildest’ fancies 
may come true? No, we are not discussit^ 
well-fed and fomous preserves like Cor¬ 
bett, Dudhwa or Manas. This is much 
nearer home, right inside West Bengal, a 
state which has only 13 per cent of official 
forest cover left and >^iere acute, ever 
increasing demographic pressure keeps 
hindering conservation activities at every 
possible step. The whole thing may sound 
like forest department propaganda, but 
such a preserve is really there, just a few 
hundred kilometres away from Calcutta 
and just beyond the busy commercial 
township of Siliguri: the M^iananda wild- 
hfe sanctuary (better known as Sukna and 
Sevoke forests), of which the average 
tourist (perhaps, even the most avid 
wildlifer) is quite ignorant. 

Deriving its name from the river Maha- 
nanda (also known as Mahanadi) which 
bisects the preserve cleanly before coming 
down to the Siliguri plains, the Mahananda 
wildlife sanctuary sprawls over an area of 
144.21 sq. kms. of Kurseong forest divi¬ 
sion. Within this, it incorporates a variety 
of vegetational types—sheer sal patches; 
semi-evergreen, moist deciduous and dry 
deciduous forests; a few small pockets of 
grassland; riverain forest and bare rock 
faces ranging from 1500 metres at Latpan- 
char to a mere 150-200 metres around 
Sukna or ^voke. The fsunous Siliguri- 
Daijeeling Hill Cart Road (now renamed 
Tenzing Norgay &dak) and the greenish, 
roaring torrent of Teesta form the bound¬ 
aries d a strilong topographical area; deep 
gorges flanked by vertically rising hills, 
sandy' riverbeds, plateaus and marshy 
plains. 

The terrainal variations and the vegeta¬ 
tional varieties are manifestations of a 
typical Terai ecosystem harbouring a daz¬ 
zling array ci wild animals. The whole 
Matenaixla area was once fabulously rich 
in wildlife, so rich that even a centi^ of 
indifferent forest management, contiiiued 


habitat destruction and hunting sprees 
bordering on sheer butchery could not 
ahogethu finiah the elephants, tigers, 
iHsons' and deer. Ask anybody, any old 
resident of the neighbouring Siliguri town, 
just old eno^ to go out hunting during 
the late Fifties and the early Sixties and 
you will be rewarded with an animal stmry. 
There was someone who killed 50-odd 
tigers, lots of leopards, ‘bisons’, sambars 
arxl so on. Someone else had killed so 
many cheetals that he never bothered to 
count them You will hear stories about 
wild elephants blocking the highways and 
the railway tracks, about good old hunting 
days when you could shoot deer and boars 
and hares and even tigers without getting 
down firom your car. 

The ‘happy’ hunting days at Mahananda 
ultimately ended when the Indo-China war 
broke out in 1962 and “for the broader and 
greater interests of the Nation” the prime 
high forests of Baikunthapur, Sevoke and 
Sukna were duly converted into idyllic 
army cantonments, firing ranges, and 
truckloads of sal logs were driven 
away. 

“Give us some time, say, one, two 
years. And Mahananda will one of the 
finest parks in the country," says Dr B.L. 
Sharma, a trained wildlifer fresh from 
Dehra Dun and the DFO in charge of the 
Mahananda torests. "We 

Have several crippling handicaps. Lack of 
trained staff, modem telecom facilibes and 
a proper buffer zone to ensure the habitat 
continuum, as well as biotic interfer¬ 
ences—these all are there. But the mam 
thing is that we are working here at 
Mahananda”, asserts Uijal Bhattacharya, 
range officer, Sukna. 

llie main idea behind this sudden con¬ 
servation thrust is the creation of an 
elephant haven where the bigger mina¬ 
tory herds from the Bhutan and Assam 
Terai can be contained. The proposed 
etefduuit corridor running along the enbre 
length of the Bhutan foothills will merge 
into the Mahananda preserve which is 
going to form its eastern tip. A secure 
habitat for the elephants will in turn 
guarantee the survivd and proliferation of 
all other herbivores in the preserve. The 
presence of prey species, on the other 
hand, may signal the increase in the park’s 
predator population—besides tiger and 
leopard, some Himalayan black bear and 
even, the very rare clouded leopard. 

Intensive patrolling and large scale 
habitat improvement work m the form of 
fodder glades, water holes, new planta¬ 
tions on the riverbeds and denud^ hiU- 
sides, undertaken during the last couple of 
years,have resulted in an obvious increase 
in the animal population of Mahananda. 
According to an offhand estimate of Dr 
Sharma, there are 450-550 cheetals. 150 
to 200 sambars, many barking deer and a 
few hog deer in the preserve now, as well 


as countless wild boars, 50 to 60 gaurs and 
nine resident elephants. 

Among the predators there are at least 
six (possibly eight) tigers, some leopards 
and sloth bear. ’The primates in the park 
are represented by the commcni rhesus 
monkeys, hanuman langurs, Assam maca¬ 
ws, a troop of Hoolwk gibbons, intro¬ 
duced way b^k in the Sucties and may be 
by a solitary golden langur, a species so for 
known to be confined solely to a forest 
pocket in the Manas preserve, Assam. 
Viable populations of gtoraf and serow— 
both goat-antelopes a^ quite rare—exist 
in the sanctuary and the lesser mammals 
include several species of squirrels, bats, 
civets, otters and a reBc fixm the past— 
the pangolia 

The avifauna of Mahananda has always 
been rich, and the park still harbours no 
less than 500 species. While horn- 
bills, peafowls and junglefowls are most 
easily noticed, flocks of minivets, barbels, 
orioles, drongos, flycatchers, lapwings, 
wagtails or the solitary pheasants and 
parakeets make the entire Mahananda 
area a birdwatcher’s paradise. 

The conservation success in Mahananda 
has another interesting aspect. Here, the 
problem of fringe and forest village de¬ 
velopment has been attended to frcmi the 
unset. Not with guns and dandas, the usual 
practice. Instead, the forest staff are going 
to the villages to help the villagers raise 
alternative, quick-growing fuel and fod¬ 
der-providing species like Sababal, Jarul 
or Amla in the forest fringes so that they 
do not have to intrude into the animal 
territory. There are rei^lar meetings with 
the villagers and motivation campaigns. 
The result is that a new, different kind of 
awareness is growing. Previously, the 
forests were just plain forests, to cut, 
cook and sell. Now it is a sanctuary, 
caching the preserve is easy. From 
Siliguri, take a bus or autonckshaw 
and get off at Sukna en route Darjeeling 
after 13 kms and 30 minutes. The Hima¬ 
layan foothills start from Sukna. While 
collecting your entry papers from the 
wildlife office, don’t forget to visit the 
superb Nature Interpretation Centre up- 
suirs m the same buiklmg. For a general 
idea about the Terai fauna and the Maha¬ 
nanda sanctuary, the museum at the 
centre is mvaluable. Proceed with your 
vehicle or just walk to Golaghat, seven 
kms away, a beautiful picnic spot right at 
the heart of the sanctuary. 'Hie place is 
popularly known as Sukna Lake because of 
a weir on the river Mahananda. The 
wooded hills rise steeply from the crystal 
clear water and clouds lie thick over the 
distant mountains. If you succeed in avoid¬ 
ing the rush of picknickers, lovers and 
si^tseers, a placid sea of jungle silence 
will soon engulf you. Lie on the boulders 
strewn in the riverbed or go climbing up to 
the fodder glade nearby for fresh cheetal 
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and sambar pujpi^s. Just be sure that 
you get back'within 4 pm. After that the 
elephants become a little more active and 
the sanctuary is closed to the tourists. 

At present Mahananda does not have 
any tourot infrastructure and the average 
tourist is not allowed bey^ Golaghat 
But with the DFO’s permission you can 
enter the 73 sq. km. core area and also 
erqoy a night's test in the pretty resthouse 
ri^t on the Hill Cart Road at Sukna. Start 
early in the morning. Look out for the 
hombills and the Hoolock gibbons as you 
cross the generally dry Panchanai nver to 
enter the sanctuary. If you have a four- 
wheeler, drive straight to the 10th Mde 
range o^e on Sevok Road or NH 31, just 
12 kms from Golaghat. The road is nothing 
short of a visual frast as you drive through 
the luxurious natural forests of Gulma, 
and Silivita. Cheetais and 

eleplwts are normally sighted in the early 
mornings and even i you do not come 
across them on the drive, the soft, deso¬ 
late riverbeds are frill of pugmarks. If you 
are really keen on trying your animal luck, 
take the dut roads braiKhing off to the 
right, to Chalklong Khola tChaiklong nv¬ 
er). The natural salt licks there are ideal 
for viewing deer, elephants, gaurs and 
occasionally, tigers. Come back to the 
main road and cbive to the Gubna river. 


wh^re there is an abandoned railway 
stauon on the metergauge track to Assam. 
The station was abandoned because of 
“elefriiant problems” and there ia a plan to 
cmivert it into a tourist complex. The 
entire Gulma region is a real wflderness 
zone, with the hijb soaring almost vertical¬ 
ly up to 3,000 ft beyond the river. The 
river is also a good place to see stories, 
herons and connorants. 

After reaching the NH 31, proceed 
further to Sevok where the mighty Teesta 
comes dovim to the plains. The knife-^e, 
inaccessible ridges rising from Nandikbola 
near Sevok bazaar are the home of gftora/s 
and the soktary serows. Negotiate the 
Teesta and Nandikhoia beds on foot and 
camp out there on the superb sandy 
expanse surrounded by grasslands and 
Khair forests. Or you can go to Kaljjhora 
on Teesta, a distaiKe of six kms, another 
popular and lovely picnic spot, frrom vriiere 
a jeepable road takes you to the Latpan- 
char cinchona plantations, 12 kms away, 
the topmost point in the sanctuary. En 
route, ei\joy panoramic views of the Tees¬ 
ta and Kalqhora gorges and the dense, 
unspoilt foothill forests. Latoanchar has 
been selected for the World Bank-aided 
pheasant fanning project and the wet, dark 
forests of the area contain not only 
pheasants, but black bear, tigers, clouded 


leopards md king cobras, too. Take t 
night’s rest in the rest-ahiKl buih at the 
rite of the ok) hunting lodge of the 
Governor, a memento of the British days 
when forests seemed to be inexhaustfolc 
and the wild animals existed solely to be 
hunted. 

Prom Latpanchar, treks start. Varkwi 
natural trails radiate frrom here and enter 
deep into the forest. Golaghat trek was 
the most popular with the Britishers. In 
those eight kms you descend nearly 4,000 
ft. A (Merent ^ difficult trail goes to 
Nandikhoia (17 kms) and another to Maha- 
nadi Railway Station on the Hill Cart Road. 
All the treks offer thrills in plenty and 
spectacular forest sceneries, arid are with¬ 
out excefftion, backbreaking. However, 
the most difficult trek in the area starts at 
Gulma river. A one-and-a-half day's steady 
climbing will take you to the Gubna Valley, 
where, as the locri legend goes, the ruins 
of an old fort and a temple (both built by 
a' Gubna king) are zealously guarded by 
enough tigers, gaurs and other animals to 
bist you a lifetime. Take a guide who has 
been there previously as tlw rmly visible 
trail is the river. And prepve y^ourself for 
the adventures ahead which indude an 
acrobatic Tarzan swing on a wild aeep- 
er—to negotiate a waterfall. ■ 
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Why not go wild for a change? Basav Bhattacharya on the where and hew 


T here are at present 67 
national parks, 398 wild¬ 
life sanctuaries and 17 
tiger reserves m the country 
covering an area of 98,908 
sq.lons. This may seem a big 
area but consider the 75,000 
species of feuna and 45,000 
species of flora ; the space 
set aside is not all that large. 
We have already lost species 
such as the cheetah and the 
two-homed rhinos forever. 
Still, the sub<ontinent today is 
the last home for a diverse 
variety of birds, reptiles and 
animals, as well as flora. 

Game viewiM at Kaziran* 
ga Nadonal nu-k in Assam 
is like an ac¬ 
tion drama being enacted with 
the visitor a mesmerised spec¬ 
tator. Step out mto the jungle 
cm elephant back and you may 
find yourself in the midst of 
tuskers, rhinos and Asiatic wa¬ 
ter bu&loes, three of the 
strcHigest animals in Asia. An 
occasional grey-headed fishing 
eagle or a greater adjutant 
stork may fly overhead while a 
fleeting glimpse of the tiger is 
never ruled out. 

Being on the banks of the 
river Brahmaputra the park is 
mostly flooded during the 
monsoon vdiich takes a big toil 
on the lives of many animals. 
Poaching for rhino horns has 
also done a lot of damage. 

The peak visiting time is be¬ 
tween November and March 
with a large number of migrant 
water birds flocking in from 
January. The accommodation 
is fairly comfortable in the rest 
houses and bung^ws and in 
the rrDC-run Kaziranga forest 
lodge. 

Contact the field director, 
Kaziranga National Park, 
Bokakhat, Jorhat, Assam 



785612. Jorhat, 95 kms away, here has to be seen to be be- 
is the nearest rail and air-head. lieved. 

Cradling a portion of Bhutan The park is approachable 
and Assam, Manas Bios* from Guwahati by road while 
phere Reserve spreads over the nearest rail-head is Barpe- 
2,600 sq. kms. The forest ta Road. Best time to visit is 
bungalows on the Indian side November to March 
are at Mathanguri by the gurg- Contact: field director. Pro- 
ling Manas river. ject Tiger, P. 0. Barpeta 

Manas is the home of 20 Road. Barpeta, Assam 
species of highly endangered 781315. 
anunals including the pigmy Sikkim’s Kanchendzonga 
hog, hispid hare and golden National Park is bound* 
laiigur, the latter found only on ed by Nepal in the west, Zemu 
the Bhutan side, and probably glacier in the north, Bhutan in 
nowhere else in the v^d. The the east and N. Bengal in the 
king of Bhutan retires to the south. On the western fl^ 

park once every year and sur- are some df the worW’s higji- 

prisingly has to enter through est peaks, including the Kan- 
the Iikl^ side. chendzonga peak. 

Manas has almost all the This park is the home of the 
large mammals found in India. magnificent snow leopard, an 
The size of a bull Indian bison animal hunted to near extinc* 

and the water buffalo found tion by poachers for its skin. 


The best time to go is from 
mid-February to May and from 
August to Ortober. There are 
four rest houses belonging to 
the forest department which 
can be booked from the assis¬ 
tant wildlife officer, K.N.P, 
Forest Department, Deorali, 
Sikkim 737102. 

Namdapha National 
Park IS set in the far north¬ 
eastern state of Arunachal 
Pradesh. Sprawled over 1807 
sq. kms, and at heights rang¬ 
ing from 200 metres to 4500 
metres above sea level the 
forest changes from wet ever¬ 
green to temperate alpine in 
the higher reaches. The pailc 
boasts of the elusive clouded 
leopard as well as snow 
leopards. The mammals found 
here include the gaur, goral, 
talon, Hoolock gibbon, loris, 
binturong and red panda. The 
bird life is pretty Averse and 
rich. 

It is difficult to reach the 
park, (a reason why it is still 
untouched). The nearest town 
is Marghentta, 62 kms away, 
and the only means of trans¬ 
port is by the occasional bus. 
The nearest auport is Dibni- 
garh, about 163 kms away. 
For reservation get in tou^ 
with the field director. Tiger 
Project, P.O. Miao, district 
Tirap, Arunachal Pradesh. 

Royal Chltwan National 
Park and the Bardla Wild* 
life Sanctuary, in Nepal 
were once the hunting pre¬ 
serves of the mahar^ah. The 
royalty invited guests from 
abroad for game hunting and 
this took a severe toll on the 
mammal .population of the 
parks. In 1938-39 the Viceroy 
of India bagged 120 tigers, 38 
rhinos, 27 leopards and a num¬ 
ber of other animals as 
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trophies! 

Chitwan is situated in the 
Siivaiik range and stretches to 
the floodplains of the Reu, 
Rapti and the Narayani rivers. 
Bardia being on the southern 
part of the Shivalik hills 
spreads into the Gangetic 
plains. 

The two parks have a net¬ 
work of motorable roads and 
seeing animals in sa&ries is 
fairly common. Elephant rides 
are the most common mode of 
g^e viewing. Chitwan has a 
fair population of rhinos and is 
one of their last three homes. 
Bardia also has a wide variety 
of mammals and birds. 

Chitwan has the best 
staying places in a forest, 
perhaps in the whole of South 
Asia. Tiger Tops in the west 
pan of die park has a jungle 
lodge on the banks of the river 
Reu with deluxe rooms on tree 
top cottages. Tents can also 
be hired and the Bandoljhula 
island in the Narayani river has 
comfortable safari tents. 
Bookings can be made frcan 
Tiger Tops, Box 242 Darbar 
Mvg, Kathmandu. Tiger Tops 
IS open from September to 
mid-June and the camps from 
October to May. 

Nearest airport is Meghavli. 
Chitwan is about five hours 
from Kathmandu by car. Book¬ 
ings at Bardia can ^so be made 
at the address of Tiger Tops. 

Along with elephants, Jal* 
dapara Wild Life Sanctu¬ 
ary offers one of the finest 
rhino viewing facilities in North 
Bengal. These two mammals 
are found in plenty and are 
frequently viewed on elephant 
trete. 

Situated south of the Bhutan 
hills, covering an area of 44 sq. 
kms the paik is bisected by 
Torsa river. The bird-life here 
is pretty diverse and it is quite 
common to find a wide variety 
of waterfowls. 

The Holong Tourist Lodge 
is ins^e the forest while the 
WBTDC has a complex at 
Madaiihat outside the park, 
(bookings from the BBD Bag 
Calcutta office). For the forest 
lodge write to the DFO, wild 
fife division 11, P.O. Jalpaiguri, 
West Bengal , 

Imagine yourself poised 
above an open air ffieatre 
where one act plays are being 


enacted. The stage is the W 
lick of the GaronMn Wild 
Life Sanctuary and the 
point view is from the watch 
tower 200 ft above. 

As dusk sets in, gaurs come 
to the Ikk enticed by the salt 
and "gur" mixture which the 
forest guard places for the 
animals. Soon after, a lone 
sambar stag makes a cautious 
entry: followed by a herd of 
elephants. Before midnit^t it 
is the turn of the rhinos, and a 
mother and a calf m^es a 
determined entry driving away 


Asiatic wild ass 

the others from the Bek. All 
goes well tiO another rhino, 
this time a male, comes into 
the scene. Tempers run high 
with the mother shielding the 
calf while jpirding the salt lick 
as well. Finally truce settles 
the three aninials at the lick. 

While sitting at the tower do 
keep a ear open for the 
elephants. Last year a few 
visitors had a terri^ing experi- 
eiKe when two rogue tuskers 
tried their best to mslodge the 
watch tower from the cliff 
completely disregarding the 
blank shots fired by the beat 
officer. 

Booking at the beautiful rest 
house can be made from the 
forest office at Bhawani Bha- 
wan, Alipore, Calcutta or by 
writing directly to the DFO, 


Ja^niguti 

The approat^ to the park is 
from Jalpaiguri, via Lataguri. 
The park begins from the 
Lataguri tea estate. The forest 
con^x is about five kms 
away and the only way to get 
inside is by jeeps or cars. Do 
not dare to walk the dis¬ 
tance—it is elephant country! 
Food has to be purchased for 
the entire stay. 

Best time to go is in spring 
and winter, when it gets very 
cold. 

Mbt equal amounts of salt 


water, slippery mud, humidity 
and fear and the result is Sun- 
darbans Tiger Reserve 
(now a biosphere reserve). 
This umque forest has grown 
up around the delta of the nver 
Hooghly and spreads up to the 
Bay of Bengal. 

The whole forest is inter¬ 
laced with numerous nvers 
and creeks. Most of the area is 
covered by estuarian man¬ 
grove forest and swamps sup¬ 
porting an ecosystem partcu- 
larly suitable for high salinity. 
The rivers and creeks are ffl- 
led with fish and crocodiles 
while the forest holds more 
tigers than any other tiger re¬ 
serve in the countiy. 

Tigers here are infrimous for 
their outrageous and cuiming 
temperament and being strong 


swimmers often attack a solit¬ 
ary fisherman in lus boat. One 
can have a glimpse of them 
from the Netidhopani watch 
tower or while crossing a 
river. 

Sundarbans is also ai 
forest of uncertain weather. 
As the only means of transport 
is by boat or launch one is at 
the mercy of the tide and sud¬ 
den storms. Nor’westers play 
havoc in April, while cyclones 
in September or later can 
devastating. 

The only place to stay is the 
Sajnekhali Tourist Lodge run 
f by the West Bengal Tourism 
S Department. Bookings can be 
, made from the office at BBD 
Bag in Calcutta. The WBTDC 
has a superb launch which 
goes to the Sundarbans on ex¬ 
cursions and offers cabins, up¬ 
per and lower deck lodgings. It 
is worth a visit in winter 
when's large number of birds 
migrates to this place. One has 
to stay overnight on the launch 
or at the tourist lodge. The 
only mode of transport is by 
river and wandering about 
may prove dangerous. Avoid 
monsoons, they are unpleas¬ 
antly humid with rains. Snakes 
are in plenty. Individually one 
can go to the tourist complex 
by travelling from Calcutta to 
Canning by rail and then pro¬ 
ceeding to the tourist complex 
by country-made powered 
bmts or launches. 

Palamau or Bella Tiger 
Reserve is where the world’s 
first tiger census took place in 
1932 and in 1973 it became 
one of the first tiger reserves 
in the country. Situated on the 
northern flanks of the Chota- 
nagpur plateau the sanctuary is 
beautiful in a unique way. 
Elephants, gaurs, chitals, sam¬ 
bar and nilgai rule the place. 

The best time to go is from 
October to May. Betla has a 
couple of forest rest houses 
and tourist complexes. Con¬ 
tact the field director. Prefect 
Tiger, Palamau Tiger Re¬ 
serve, Daitanganj, Bihar. 

fiOOIAI 

The SimUpal Tiger Re¬ 
serve was previously the 
hunting reserve of the Mahar¬ 
aja of Mayurbhanj. It was de¬ 
clared a national park in 1980 
with a total area of 2,750 sq. 
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ktns and is one of the first tiger 
projects in the country. 

The park has a unique 
topography with 12 rivers 
criss-crossing its length and 
breadth. It has some of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in 
(Mssa and places like Megha 
sini are a must. Hie forest 
consists largely of sal trees 
broken by clearings of large 
grasslands. The rivers are fre 
quented by mugger crocodiles 
while the large mammals com¬ 
prise elephants, gaur, sam- 
bars, etc. The tigeTis evenly 
distributed and so is the 
leopard, though viewing the 
latter is difficult. It was here 
that the playful tigress, Khairi, 
lived wiffi her foster parents, 
the field director and his wife. 

Best time to ^ is from Janu¬ 
ary to June. Winters are se¬ 
vere and heavy woollens are a 
must. Dry months can be 
equally hot with the nights 
being pleasant. 

A{^)^ch to the park is from 
Joshipur and Baripada. It is 
weD connected firm Calcutta 
(distance 240 kms) by bus 
which leaves at dawn and 
reaches Joshipur by afternoon. 
Buses also connect the town of 
Baripada. 

Accommodation can be 
booked with the field director, 
Similipal Tiger Reserve, P.O. 
Khairic Joshipur, Mayurbhaiq 
district, Orissa. The nearest 
rail and air-head is Jamshedpur, 
139 kms, i^e Bhubaneswar 
is 347 kms away. 

Dudhwa National Park 

in UP is the new home for the 
great Indian rhinoceros. A few 
of these endangered beasts 
were translocated in this park 
when their hme in the Ihma- 
layan foothills was threatened 
by poachers. The park ako has 
a f^ population of elephants, 
sloth bear, ratels, fishing cat, 
jungle cats, sambar, chital, 
blue-bulls, the gharial and the 
mugger crocodiles. At one 
time it had become inffimous 
for man-eating tigers of which 
there are no recent reports. It 
is now the home of Billy Aijan 
Singh and his pet tigress, 
Tara, whom he had introduced 
in the wild. Dudhwa attracts a 
host of winter birds specially 
waterfowls and is the resi¬ 
dence of a wide variety of birds 
including birds of prey. 
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There are excellent staying 
places within the park, aQ set 
in very beautiful surroundings. 
Rest houses at Dudhwa ^ 
Sathiana can be booked firm 
Tiger Haven, P. 0. Pafia in the 
Kheri district of UP. Contact 
the field director, Dudhwa Ti¬ 
ger Reserve, Lakhimpur 
Kheri, UP, also for forest 
lodges. 

%st time to go is Decem- 
ber-June though there are 
chances of getting caught in 
the dry speU of the summer 
months. nearest rail-head 
is Dudhwa \^iile the nearest 
airport is Lucknow, 256 kms. 

In the south west portion <rf 
the Saurashtra peninsula in 
(Sujarat lies the Gir Nntloiinl 
Pwrk, the only home of the 
Asiatic lioa 

Once threatened by the in¬ 
creasing pressure of human 
settlements the lions lost a 
great p^ of their habitat, re¬ 
sulting in a sharp dedine in 
their number. It was the 
Nawab of Junagadh udw set 
upon the ta^ of protecting this 
magnificent beast frm being 
totally wiped out Today their 
numlwr increased to above 
200 . 

(joing about in the park is 
possible only in vehicles wfaidi 















have suitably armed guards. 
Tourists can ^ pretty near 
the beasts |»rovided ffiey are in 
a good mood. 

The park remains closed 
frm June to October and it is 
advisable to make a visit be¬ 
tween December and March. 

Reservations can be made 
from the sanctuary super¬ 
visor’s office, Sasan Gir, Juna¬ 
gadh, Gujarat. There is an 
ITDC Lodge which can be 
booked firm any tourist office 
in the country. Forest rest 
houses can also be booked 
with the cmiservator of forest, 
Sardar Bag, Junag^ 362(X)1. 

The nearest nil station is 
Sasan, just a kilometre away 
while die closest airport is 
Keshod, 86 kms away. 

About 32 kms away from 
Jaisalmer in Rrgasthan lies the 
Desert Nadonal Pork. Part 
of it resembles the desert of 
Sahara with rolling sand dunes, 
while a mujin: portion of the 
rest is covered with patchy 
scrub forests and trees. This 
is the home of the great Indian 
bustard, chinkara, blackbudc, 
and a variety of eagles. Sum¬ 
mers are scordiing hot and the 
best time to go is between ’j 
September and March. 

Get in touch with the direc¬ 


tor research. Desert Nation^ 
Park, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

Ri^ in the middle of tht 
country lies the Baiidluv< 
ferh Netloiial Park set 
amongst die Vindhya Hills d 
MP. Legend haa it that on hu 
return journey fim Sri Lanka. 
Ram stopped here for a rest 

The p^ is closed fim July 
to October and the best time 
to visit is fim January to June. 
January and Frtrua^ are cold 
while May onwards it becomes 
unbearably hof, with day 
tenmeratures going over 45^ 

Kanha National Park 
situated a little further south it 
in the Madia forest division. It 
is a classic example of the 
success of Project Tiger, since 
it began m 1973. The aim was 
to save the tiger from extinc¬ 
tion but in the process another 
animal, the ha^-ground Bara- 
singha, or tlM swamp deer, 
was saved frm being totally 
wiped out 

Both Bandhavgarh and 
Kanha have excellent places to 
stay. Kanha has huts and cot¬ 
tages at Khatia, at the entr¬ 
ance of the gate. Besides 
there are separate cottages 
deep inside the forest. 

Bandhavgarn nas the White 
Tiger Tourist Lodge which is a 
luxurious place to stay. There 
is also a dormitory for the 
econmy travellers run by the 
forest department,.and also a 
forest rest house. For the 
forest accommodation contact 
the field director, Bandhav¬ 
garh National Park, Umaria. 
Shahdol, M.P. 484661. 

For both Bandhavgarh aixl 
Kanha the MP tourism offices 
conduct tours frxrm the diffe¬ 
rent cities. Bookings can also 
be made frm their ofiSces in 
these cities or directly firom 
MPTDC’s tourist office at 
Bhopal 

'The four national parks of 
Bandtpur, Mudumalal, 
Wynad and the Nagarakola 
form a cluster of dei^ forests 
in the southern part of the In¬ 
dian peninsula. These form 
one (rf the best remaining habi¬ 
tats of the Indian elephants 
who have been a victim to the 
poacher's gun fi>r ivory. 'The 
gaur or Ae Indian bism the 
sambar, the barking deer, the 
mouse deer and the diaura- 
aingha, or the four-homed 




















antelope, also live here. 

Best time to go is from 
March to June and September 
to November. Avoid the mon¬ 
soons as they are particularly 
severe in this rain forest 

Nagarahole has excellent 
bdlities for staying at Kabini 
Jungle Lodge wiudi has to be 
booked from Jungle Lodges 
and Resorts Ltd, Brooklands, 
348/349,13th Road , Raj 
Mahal VDas Extn., Bangalore 
560080. The two frarest rest 
houses can be booked from the 
ACF's office. Wildlife Pre¬ 
servation SD, Vanivilas Road, 
Mysore. Myswe is also the 
marest air-head. 

Bandipur has forest lodges, 
cottages and rest houses at 
Kakanhalla, Mulehole, KaDcere 
atxi Gopalaswamy, all near the 
park. Get in touch with the 
field director. Project Tiger, 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve, My¬ 
sore 570004. 

Nearest town is Gundulpet. 
21 tons, airhead Mysore, 50 
kms. Mudumalai has rest 
houses inside the park and has 
lovely accommodation at Barn- 


merged a great portion of the 
bw land fmsts, but over the 
century it has developed into a 
beaut^l wildlife sanctuary 
which attracts the largest 
number of tourists in the 
whole of south India. 

Ifrime time in the park is 
October-^ril just after the 
south-west monsoon. During 
the summer months the grass 
dries out and the concentration 
of animals becomes greater 
along the lake. However, as 
the lake never dries up, the 
animals and the tropical forest 
have thrived. 

Elephants have a particular 
fascination for this lake and 
play haniily in the water. Boat 
travel is the CHily means of 
transport in the sanctuary. 
Walking, thou^ discourag^ 
by the authorities, is possible 
with guides— but at one’s own 
risk. Watch towers along the 
water front offer a great 
potential for wildlife viewing. It 
is here that one can see 
species of miaikeys, the lion¬ 
tailed macaque, Nilgiri langur, 
oxnmon laiifpir and the booMt 



Slow knit 

boo Banks Farm 18 kms 
from the sanctuary gate. 
Bookings at Bamboo Farm can 
be made with Kotawala, Bam¬ 
boo Banks, Masinagudi, P.O. 
Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu. For 
forest accommodation, contact 
the wikUife warden, Mahaling- 
am Building, Coonoor Rd, 
Ooty 643001. 

Periyar Wildlife Sanc- 
tuary is one of tte most pic¬ 
turesque parks in the sub¬ 
continent It is an outcome of a 
dam which was built along the 
Periyar river. The dam sub- 


macaque. 

A number of rest bouses 
have been built at vantage 
pcmts on the banks of the lake. 
The bookings can be had by 
writing dire^ to the forest 
otBce at Thekkady. There is a 
jeepabte road vriiich connects 
Madurai with Mullakady rest 
house. Thannikudy rest 
house, which is even further 
down the late, is a little sec¬ 
luded and thus oters undis¬ 
turbed wildlife viewing. 
Altogether there are seven 
rest houses in the park. ■ 
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RIES 

March 21—April 20 

Success in ventures, 
business and enter¬ 
prise IS assured and you will be 
in for a rare and thrilling experi¬ 
ence Romance will be a pan of 
this experience Promotion 
perks and happy returns are also 
predicted Your work will be 
appreciated No senous health 
problems are foreseen The 
home and family offers )oy and 
comfort, and you will buy and 
sell like a real expen 

AURUS 

April 21 May 20 

The Venus-Neptune 
trine makes you crea- 
different Watch the 
including loans 


T 


five and 
money come in 
funds and promotion You will be 
loved, Invited and be very popu¬ 
lar at functions and meets No 
major health complaints so be 
free to attend to work and plea¬ 
sure The family will support you 
and your property affairs turn out 
favourably 

^ EMINI 

■ May 21 —June 20 
^ The moon s last quar- 
- tor makes you roman¬ 
tic and attractive A good week 
for buying, selling and investing 
Romance will be enjoyable and 
adventurous Minor health com¬ 
plaints tike coughs and colds 
persist It IS definitely the time to 
move and forge ahead An addi¬ 
tion to the family, good news by 
mail and renovation are also 
probable 

ANGER 

June Sl—July 20 

^ I The conditions at 
home Improve and 
your popularity soars Your 
creativity leads you to the right 
direction Expenses will be there, 
but opportunities to boost your 
income will be available Ro¬ 
mance will be hectic but great 
fun People, in general, will be 
cooperative Exc^ for an occa¬ 
sional stomach ache your health 
remains in good shape Gains 
and happiness through travel are 
foreseen At home, your dear 
ones will adore you Have faith 
and socialise 
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EO 

July 21—August 21 
The need to com¬ 
municate at all levels 
will be paramount Fulfil it and 
you will be a singing bird 
Buying, selling, investing, shop¬ 
ping and entertaining are certain. 
You wlH certainly have your fuN 
share of romance Your health 
remains fine Travel and com¬ 



munication open up new ave¬ 
nues Disturbances will be less 
at home 

IRGO 

August 22 SspI 22 

The main trends are a 
new high in your 
work satisfaction at home and 
joy through children A boost to 
your earnings is signified Ro¬ 
mance promises splendid oppor¬ 
tunities including engagement or 
marriage Good health and plen¬ 
ty of worthwhile activities make 
you happy The Mercury-Venus 
conjunction indicates trips as 
well as attachments Renovation 


and decoration of your house 
also Iteep you busy 

IBRA 

- Sept 2S-Oct 22 
^ I Journey ceremony 

I-J romance luck of the 

draw expenses and satisfaction 
are the highlights of the week 
You will read learn, study, re¬ 
search and develop new skills 
Romance promises an excellent 
going September 19-2f will be 
of mighty importance Except for 
a slight back trouble your health 
remains okay Purchases and 
refurbishing occupy the home 
affairs 


BIRTHDAYS 


Saptfunber 16 

Venus trkw Neptune Tills tdna 
favours artists, lovsie, resear¬ 
chers, fashion dssi^ters, musi- 
cians, dramatists and actoits 
However, learn to tales health 
precautions Joprney and 
celebration are on the cards 

17 

Meoftcdflunctton Mercwy: The 
aohMiotlon wilH be exoaiationNly 
kicky tor writers salesmen edi¬ 
tors, musicians, industrialists, 
teachers, lawyers, entrep¬ 
reneurs and detectives. The tnck 
is In the communfcatton. piven 
diat, die rest shotad tt^ fam. 

September llt^ 

Moon conMictiocflilMtdilt Those 
in propedy. toshipne, aHw’dom* 
rneras. cnemleele end Mailtos 
do wed. VourMidWeforluiiiify 
and comtorta aw be s al l a ia d . A 
happy bk%aar. 

n 




yow mdivkhiiiaad j|c4'**9Cpt 
Mafiitt ibr inawi,bapm>lrtgc 
hi^py ever^ Milan asliiem 
oppddpniNM 0iat teite yntr 
efsy, Ma^ mtea «e <ass 
fiarwfaia tMr|[ you, 

Septenteer SO 

Venus sexUe Plutb: Oe^itte ten* 
stote aiidl bpiir wMCbteMUiw. 
'wHt eveteiaiY 't teae as d. 
not ioae heavi Avoid ndfMfde 
tenslpn by tedfld «f 

w ariMto puiai# jix r 
pwlact. 

September 21 

No Strong aspect: Uidns, 
mvestmente, sftop^i 
, ctHmgmg the nahne 
of your nyodt ara 
(amtiaBr Tatedtoj 
ante,and dwy^ ~ 

«)d 

Si^^bMiSter. 

Mixh>AffMaF'tHteSR^^ 
halpa y^ 

rdia.t»tofQr«ipofjMm . 
liARS' 




CORPIO 

Oct 23—Nov 20 

The week's main 
trends are loans, 
funds, socialising, transfer and 
renovation and decoration of the 
home and office It is time to 
make money and go in tor 
necessary business and profes¬ 
sional changes You will be 
loved cherished wanted and 
adored A few health posers 
should not upset you 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Doc 20 
Changes on the work 
and property frontier 
are foretold Financial matters 
work out to your advantage Ex¬ 
pect complications and tangles 
In romance but you will work it 
out You could be in low spirits 
for a day or two but that is part 
of the game Your business and 
profession may compel you to 
travel 




APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 

Travel success in 
litigation renovation, 
decoration joy through kids new 
assignments visits and inter¬ 
views are favourably signified 
Finance promises good going 
specially tor those in business 
and profession Romance will be 
eventful Minor health posers are 
likely You excel in the home and 
family affairs Loans and funds 
will be available, so go nght 
ahead 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Fab IS 
Romance, childbirth, 
hobbles, loans, funds, 
a carryover from 
the last month, plenty of move¬ 
ment and bargaining are pre¬ 
dicted Journeys and long¬ 
distance connections are fore¬ 
told Your health may show 
some uneasiness at the start of 
the week Property matters are 
definitely highlighted Buying, 
selling and shopping are local¬ 
ised 




ISCES 

Feb 19—March 20 
Home, property 
attachments, travel, 
communication and contacts are 
the astro menu. Promotion, 



fringe benefits, buying, selling, 
loans and funds are foretold 
The time Is right for romance As 
tar as he^ goes, slight brea¬ 
thing and* (set posers at the 
most Travel coukJ be beneficial 
withaslopover Just bacareful if 
you are (^ng to put down any¬ 
thing in writing 


















C hism)' III (.lu-^ivt l)iitlnn\ thnuiKh i 
jun)'lt () M,il(l (lowi I A iitiii)'foi I 
tifji I til It hull s 1)1 hiiifl I lliK k I HI 
Mti of )!i iss disioM nil)' I sit I pin)’ owl in 
durk trt I hollow oi )ust w iii hiti) tlu 
unlijjht (lint i on tilt tittftips Ihtii in 
0 ni.inv i(l\t iitiiit s voii cm sttk ii 
/ildMt sinitiiin Hut \ou hm ii li im 
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This IS most true ot Iht linioiis 
veoiadeo Ghana National Park in 
tharatpur Situated just 17ii kins Ironi 
)elhi and ‘iO kms from Agr i this jewt I in 
ndias crown has i disiimt wintti and 
utnmerpcrsonihtv astht birdlilt thinges 
hifts Thtrt art about tSt) species of 
iirds to be found heie and a thud of thtm 
re winter migr ints from Sibtna and Ctn 
ral Asia 1 hough tlit piiki ipi ii ihn ut,h 
)Ut the year tin btst tinit to Msit is from 
)ctober to Marth if voii want to see the 
tar attractions of tin piik the Sibemn 
>anes These red f u ed long It gged 
now white birds tome to winter in Bhii 
itpur year after >eai and their imial on 
he marshes is awaited with grt it inxitt> 
lot only in India but all over flit world 
rheff 6 400 km joumev to Bh ir itpur is 
uU of hazards smtt tht birds hue to fly 
iver war-tom areas and hostik popuU 
ions which often kill them But despite ill 
he dangers 30 to 33 of these rare birds 
nake it to Bharatpui every winter and you 
an see them enjoying tfie sunshine as 
hey seal eh for iquatie tubers their 
avounte food Some Sibemn Cnne pau-s 
lave a single thitk with them and the 
yarents often peel a tuber and feed their 
irown and white youngster Ihere are 
mly two places in the world where the 
Afestem race of this beautiful crane tan be 
leen and Bharatpur is one of them 
After you have paid your respects to the 
oyal crane family you can walk around 
he 29 sq km area of the park to search for 
jther birds There are several paths and 
^s running through the park and the 
akes are divided by a narrow road so that 
you are never far away from the wetland 


area <uid can often look a startled marsh 
bud right in the eye Pheasant tailed jaca 
iws pii d kingfishers purple moorhens 
snike birds fishmg eagles stops owls, 
nightjais and many otlicr species reside all 
tfiroughout the year here while huge col 
onies of painted stoiks white ibis o|)enbill 
storks egrets and herons tan be seen on 
the babul tiees dunng the monsoon I rom 
Octobei onwards the wintei migrants be 
gui to ainve and the lake gr dually gets 
more and more t rowded as gadwals pm 
tail and brihminv ducks whistling teals 
bar heded and greylag geese jostle each 
for watei spu e 1 he perfect tmie to eateh 
the maxunum number of both water and 
wocdland buds is early mommg when they 



A nilgai finds sanctuary in 









Bharatpur’s many lakes 


are all at their singing best and can be 
spotted easily. If you are brave enough to 
awake before dawn you will be rewarded 
by the fairytale sight of a golden pink lake 
on which hundreds of water birds glide 
gracefully. 

To explore the entire park on tcKit may 
be a bit too energetic for even the most 
committed birdwatcher, leave alone a city 
commuter, so there are bicycles on hire or 
cycle nckshaws available Most of the 
nckshawwa//as are quite well-informed 
about the park and will point nut'the va¬ 
rious species of birds found here. 

Though people visit Bharatpur to see 
the incredible btrdlife that thrives on its 
marshes, lakes and skies, there are anim¬ 


als in the forest areas like the satnbar, 
nilgai, spotted deer and a few black buck. 
Otters lurk m the water, divnng expertly 
for fish while giant sized turtles dose in the 
sunshine. At Python Point, an and, eeriely 
silent area of the park, huge rock pythons 
crawl around their favounte hideouts. 
Since Bharatpur is extremely popular with 
tourists, it has many places to stay in, and 
Shanti Kutir and the Forest Lodge are the 
closest to the p.irk. Coiil.ict the chief 
wildbfe warden. Keoladeo National Park, 
Bharatpur, Rajasthan, for Ixxikings. 

W hile Bharatpur is friendly and full of 
cheertui chattering birds, Kanth- 
ambhore, also m Rajasthan, is silent and j 
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THE PSYCHO-i 

(Shouldn’t you know what your 





Imitation may be the 
best form of flattery, 
but you hate to pick up 
anytning spurious. You 
like the reassurance of 
the metal logo plate. 


You exude a friendly 
elegance. But the quiet' 
toughness does surface. ( 
when provoked , Ydu're ■ ^ 
glad.Skybags' : , 

-tear resistant fabric has-: 

( been- specially chosen 
: forjhat'underlying : 

tcnighhess, . j. 























)FA SKYBAGS OWNER 

;ybag’s been saying about you?) 


000 


■: />•<',-.v/ ,■. 

' ‘/r 

, "-J >■ ■>■■•(■. • 


Man on the move, you 
hate being made to 
wait. Most of all for 
your own luggage. You 
love the breezy 
portability of Skybags. 




Truly a man of the 
world, you .want the 
world's best — no 
matter where In the 
world it comes from. 
You fully approve 
Skybags' specially J] 
imported zip 


You believe in subtle 
yet lasting bonds: 
Strong, trusted alliances 
that stand up ■ ' ^ 

beautifully to the tests 
of time. You secretly 
admire the unyielding 
stitching of Skybags.; 


>u can't resist picking 
> something artistic 
en if it reminds you 
the books you 
iven t yet sat down to 
rite. 


»i 




Makes perfect 
'business-travel 


sense. 











<»n one of th»-lr Ir.iiK .x.rds i 
I iv‘T I li>^i thrl)ll^'h fh*- 


awesome. A massive, J,0()0-year-old fort 
stares down sternly at you as you enter 
the park and bids you to respect the laws 
of tiger land. This magnificent Kanth- 
ambhore fort impressed Akbar so much 
that the Mughal emperor had a senes of 
miniature paintings depicting the fort 
painted by his best artists for the Akbar 
Nama. 'ITie forest area around the fort 
used to be the pnvate hunting grounds of 
the maharajas of Jiupur and that is why this 
oasis of dense green managed to survive in 
the midst of a barren landscape. This 
national park has a core area of 410 sq. 
kms where there are about 40 tigers 
according to the 1986 census. It was one 
of the first parks where Project Tiger was 
launched in 1972 and has now become 
such a successful tiger story that tew 
visitors go back without meeting the resi¬ 
dent cats. In fact, in Kanthambhore the 
tiger feels so much at home that it roams 
about quite openly even dunng the day and 
may come quite close to your jeep. 'I'he 
amber eyes gleam with faint curiosity and 
then turn away to watch more interestmg 
and edible creatures like the spotted deer 
or chinkara. The only way to get around 
the park is by jeep which can be hired at 
the gate. You are not allowed to walk m 
the forest at all and these rules are very 
strictly followed because the tiger has the 
right of way here. There are many panth¬ 
ers, too. strolling in the outer areas of the 
forest and marsh crocodiles peer out of the 
many lakes which dot the park. 


orijcll and ( in'o-t i the H,iiTn;afiga 


Besides predators there are many 
birds, smaller mammals and deer too and 
in winter the park gets quite a few migrant 
ducks. The best place to stay is the Jogi 
Mahal. This small forest rest house has 
the second largest banyan tree growing 
bke a mmiature forest m its backyard and 
the rooms overlook the Padam Talao—a 
huge lake with hundreds of sparkling 
waterlilies and a few lazy crocodiles. 
Bookings can be made through the field 
director, Kanthambhore National Park, 
Sawai .Maflhopur. There are a few other 
hotels too in Sawai Madhopur, 14 kms 
,iwa\, the nearest town and rail-head. The 
best tune to visit the park is from October 
to April when vou may be lucky enough to 
catch the entu'o tiger family basking in the 
sunshine. 

A nother beautiful and totally .iifferent 
setting for the tiger is the Corbett 
National Park m Uttar Pradesh. Named 
after the famous hunter turned conserva- 
tiorust, Jim Corbett, who had shot many a 
man-eating tiger here, this huge park lies 
at the foothills of the Himalayas. The Ram- 
ganga river flows through the park and 
along with the thickly forested hilly ndges 
gives the park a varied topography which 
makes it a very interesting place to travel 
around. You move from dense sal forests 
on the hilly ndges to flat grasslands, from 
nverain tracts, where the elegant shisham 
trees grow, to tall chir pines. This nch and 
diverse habitat shelters an abundant vane- 



ty of flora and fauna, some of which an 
yet to be studied. 

Tigers, of course, rule the forest a: 
usual but are difficult to catch sight of sinc< 
the park has so many secret places foi 

A colony of painted storks; Part of 









Id hide peacefuJIy. But there are 
iie(T!> of other wild animals waiting to 
>oii an audience. You will meet herds 
J'l elephants crossing the jungle paths 
orderly school chili'en, long nosed 

atpur's fabulous birdlife 


Ntrma) Ghosh 

ghanals sunbathing by the nver, huge 
gangs of spotted deer scampenng in the 
forest You will hear the t^arking deer call 
out irorii their hidden corners and the 
langurs give a rude reply 

The birdlife ui Corbet! at any time ot the 
year is fascinating and there are about oHO 
species of burds to be seen here Migrant 
duck and geese swim in the rivet in win¬ 
ter, while snipes, sandpipeis and wagtails 
march up and down the banks seanhing 
for food. The sky is crowded with '~harp- 
eyed raptors like the osprey, blackwinged 
kites, fishing eagles and marsh liarriers 
Porcupines scuttle past your feet and the 
hare waits m the shadows for the dusk to 
fall. In the dense foiest where the sunlight 
just filters tlu-ough, wfKidpeckers, owls 
and dronges fight for insects in the air 
while the red junglefowl rustles through 
the fallen leaves for worms The sloth iK'ar 
roams the forest in search of mahua flow¬ 
ers and often gets drunk on its sweet 
nectar. The Himalayan black bear is here 
too but stays m the higher areas to be far 
away from its ill-mannered, alcoholii 
cousins. Leopards often sneak in from 
these higher regions into the tiger’s terri¬ 
tory but tread with extreme care so that 
the king does not catch them stealing its 
^ deer. TTie smaller cats come out to hunt in 
I the dark and though you may not see 
E them, the jungle cat and the rare fishing 
I cat are very much here, 
t Since the rainfall is very heavy in this 
8 area. Corbett remains closed from July to 


mid-November The best time ro \i,sit is in 
winter when the lorest is painted with 
dazzling green, gold and red hues The 
days are very pleasant and you can go for 
long elephant ndes to search lor that elu 
sive tiger There are jeeps available Iihi in 
the park, but the fascinating evei-changing 
scenery of Corbett Park !.-> best seen from 
the elephant’s majestic height althougti if 
you are a fiist-time rider, you may think 
that the animal is about to throw you head 
first into the* nearest ditch w'here the tiger 
is waiting to finish you off But after a 
while you get usc-cl to the c-lephant’s heavy 
but surefooted gait and c an enjoy the nde 
fhe sun shines bnghtiv during the day, but 
the temperature can drop suddenly in the 
evenings and being so close to the moun¬ 
tains It can get (juite cold in Corbett during 
the night 

The best place to stay is thc‘ Dhikala 
complex winch has a beautiful view of the 
silveiy liver,where ttie elephants come to 
bathe.and the forest beyond 'ITiere are a 
few other foiest rest houses scattered all 
over the park and bcxikings can be made 
through the Field I'liector, Project Tigei, 
Corbett National Park, P O. Ramnagar, 
Dist Nainital, U.P. There is a regular bus 
service from Delhi (300 kms) and Luck¬ 
now to the park entrance gate but 
since this is quite far from the Dhikala 
complex one should reach here early in the 
day. Traffic is not allowed m the park after 
sunset and only the tiger can disobey this 
rule. ■ 
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Radhika, Amitabh Bachchan and Jaya Prada in Aaj Ka Arjun 


thasepag^ls 
ppeufiOaanivtttMat 



RWUILARSIIOWS 


Hindi Films 


•Aaj Ka Arjun: Majestic (Kafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Koad, 242266) ■ -4 


IhdranI Haider and 
Arjun Chakraborty 
in Debata 


shows. 

A 61m by K. C. Bokadia, star¬ 
ring megastar Anutabh Bachchan 
along with Jaya Prada and Radhika, 
The music is by Bappi Lahin. 

• Aashiqui: Oiient (Bentinck 
Street; 2819171, Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street; 
.‘)62270)- 4 shows; Menoka (Sarat 
Chatterjec Avenue; 410417) -3 
shows. . 

A 61m by Mahesh Bhatt, star- 
rmg debutants Anu Agarwal and 
Rahul Roy. The music is by 
Nadeem Shravan. 

•Dil: Metro (Chownnghee Road; 
280141)—4 shows. 

One of the recent big hits, the 
6bn stars Aamir Khan, Madhun 
Dixit and Anupam Kher. It is 
directed by Indra Kumar and the 
music IS by Anand Milind 

•Doodb Ka Karz: Paradise 
(Bentinck .Stieet- 285442), Gem 
(Acharya Jagdisb Chandra Bose 
Road; 249828), Krishna (T.C. 
Dutta Street. 2.10437), Priya 
(Rashbehari Avenue; 464440), 
Sree (Bidhan Sarani; 551515), 
Jagat (Acharya PrafuUa Chandra 
Road; 365108). 

Unected by Ashok Gaikwad and 
with music by Annu Malik, the 
chief attractions are Jackie Shroff. 
Neelam, Varsha Usgaonkar and 
Amnsh Pun. 

•Jawanl Zindabad: Jyoti (Lenin 
Saram; 241132)—4 shows. 

Aamir Khan and Farha are the , 
lead pair in this 61m, directed by I 


Arun Bhatt. ITie music is by Am 
Milind. 

•Paap Ki Kamaee: Elite (S 
Banerjee Road; 241383), Du 
(Bidhan Sarani; 552200), Pray 
(Chittaranjan Avenue; dOO'y 
Rupali (Ashutosh Mukherjee Ra 
754403), Kalika (Sadananda Ra 
758141)-4 shows. 

Mithun Chakraborty. Kii 
Goswami, Sangeeta Bijlani, 5h 
Slurudkar. Prem Chopra and i 
bhushan Kharbanda are the n 
attractions ui this 61m, directed 
Kawal Shamia. The music is 
Annu Malik. 

•Sailaab; Roxy (Chownnun 
Place. 284138), Grace (Mahat; 
Gandhi Road; 311090), Khai 
(Acharya PrafuUa Chandra Ri> 
552932), Indira (Indra Roy Kn 
751757) 

Duected by Deepak Balraaj 
and with music by Bappi Lahin, i 
61m stars Madhun Dual along » 
Adilya Pancholi, Suresh Obt 
and Sha6 Inamdar. 

•Sherdil: Opera (Lenin San 
281849), Lotus (S.N. Baner 
Road; 242664), Moonbght IT 
Dutta Street; 2.'>4956), Pumas: 
(Raja Raj Kissen Street; 554l)j 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani, 31152 
Basusrec (S.P. Mukherjee Ro 
484808)—4 shows; Menoka (Sa' 
Chatterjee Avenue; 4104171 
noon. 

Du-ected by Jagdish Sidana a 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarel 
the 61m stars Dhannendra, Rt: 
Kapoor, Anita Raaj, Kum Kali 
and Kader Khan. 


Bengali Films 


•Debata (A): Mmar (Bidlj 
Sarani, 5.52753), Bijoli (S 
Mukheijee Road; 753462), C 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi R< 
352740)—2 45, 5.30, 8.15. 

Victor Banerjee, Debash 
Roy, Ddip Roy, Anup Kumar, 
Banetjee, In^ani Haider, 
Chakraborty and Rartjit M 
compnse the mam cast. The 
directed by Abhijit Sen and 
mu.sic IS by R.D. Buroian. 
•Gharer Bou: Radha (Bi 
Saram; 553045) -3 shows. 

A social entertainer, s 
Sandhya Roy, Chiranjeet, Sa 
Roy. Joy Sengupta, Meen 
Goswami, Nimu Bhowmick, Bt 
Chatteijee and Sandhyarani. 
66n IS directed by S. S. Roy ^ 
the music is by Ajoy Das. 
•Jeeban Sangee: Rup 
(Bidhan Saram; 553413), 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 359 
Bharati (S.P. Mukheijee R 
754686)—1, 4, 7. 

Tapas Paul and Archana Jog) 
are the lead pair. Others 
-starring are Deepankar De, 
kuntala Bania, Kab Baneijee, 
Dey and Soumitra Chatteijee. 
66n IS directed by Ravi Kinagi 
the music is by Mrinal Bane 




PrinMd hart is ths iwgulmr iiidiaii Airilnss schs* 
duls. But ths sehsduls has bssn eurtsilsd dus to 
ths froundiiHP of its Airbus A320 fisst. Passsn* 
gars ars advissd to hoop traek of aimounes- 
monts mads by Indian Airilnss in ths prsss. For 
assistanos, thsy may edntast 262B48. 262686. 
266866, 262417, 669433, 669841/2/3/4/8 and 
669633. 


horfif’ii Klims 


• Dance of the Damned (A): 

Lighthouse (Humayun Place; 
291051)—4 shows: Navuia (Prince 
Anwar Shah Road: 468091), Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553045) 


Spociai Kveiils 


16 September; 9J0 am 

South India Junior High Schod 
and I.C. Cuhural Institution pre¬ 
sent a cultural progranune featur¬ 
ing drama, magic show, and vocal 
and instrumental music; the chief 
attractions are Tejendra Narayan 
Majumdar (sarod) and Sabir Khan 
(tabla). 

At Rabuidra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

16 September; 6 pm 

An evenmg of ghaials and clas¬ 
sical dances, m aid of S. K Acharya 
Cancer Detection Centre 
Baruipur, features Ghulam Ah, 
Pankaj Udhas, Amita Dutt 
(Kathak) and Anjana Banerjee 
(Bharala Nat) am) 

At Netaji Indoor Stadium. 

16 September; 6.30 pm 

Padatik and USIS present the 

Hindi play, Baansh Wdla- a trans¬ 
lation of Richard Nash's romanbc 
comedy. The Ram Maker, and 
directed by Rodney Marriott De¬ 
signed bv Chnstophci Barreca, 
the cast includes R^naram Yagmk, 
Shakil Khan, B M Hada, San- 
chayita Bhattacharya, Vmay Shar- 
ma, Mahmud Alam and Arun 
Sharma 

At Cyan Manch (11 Pretona 
Street). 

17 September onwards: 3 pm- 
8 pm 

Shibu Choudhury and others will 
hold a week-long exhibition of 
paintings in the New South Gal¬ 
lery. 

18 September onwards: 3 pm- 
8 pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by Durlabh Kishore Amab in 
the South (■allei'v 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302) 

18 September; 6 pm 

Sansknti Sagar presents the 
Hmdi play, Chekhov Ki Dunya, 
directed by Raiyit Kapoor and pro¬ 
duced by Anan^ Kala Sangam's 
creative wuig. 

At G.D. Birla Sabhagar (Ashu- 
tosh Chowdhurv Avenue, 751797) 
22 September: 6 pm 

Sabuj Sporting Chib, Behala, 
presents a musical evening, featur¬ 
ing Arati Mukhei]ee and Anup 
Ghoshal. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road: 289978). 

22 September: 7 pm 
. Ranrakarmee will stage its 
latest Huidi play, Hoi, chrected by 
Usha Ganguli. 

At Kala Mandir (B) 
(Shakespeare Sarani; 443666/ 
9086). 


TRAVEL 



NOTE: All errival and da-t 
partura tlmaa ara for Cal¬ 
cutta. Flguraa in braekata 
danota tha daya, 1 baing 
Monday. 


I ntcrnational 


LoBdoB-Delhi-Caleutta: An 

(1) : A1-132/A1-1320 at . 1300 

Caleatta-Bombay-Loadoa* 
New York: Dep (2): AI-101 at 
0240. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dubai: Dep. 

(2) : AI-lOl/Al-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcatta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Atr. (5): AI-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Tokyo-Baagkok-Calcatta* 
Bombay: Arr. (6): Al-309 at 
1825; Di^ (6): AI-309 at 1935. 
Caleatta-Bombay-Loadon- 
New Yorit: Dep (6)- AI-309/AI- 
1101 at 1935. 

CaJcatta-DeiU-PBrie-LoBdoo: 
Dep. (7): AI-1651/A1-135 at 0500. 
Calcutta-Dclbi-Rome- 
TtaakfUrt: Dep. (7): AI-1651/A1- 
165 at 0500. 

New York-Londoa-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Arr (7): AI-112/A1- 
1122 at 0340. 

Fraakfurt-Rome-Delbi* 
Cakutta; Arr. (1); A1-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300 

Moscow-Dttbai-(!alcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-537 at 1525 
Calcutta-Dubei-Moscow; Dep 
(4) SI' .538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta: Arr (1, 4). 
RJ-184 at 0730. 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok); Dep. (1. 4) RJ-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Siogapore: Dep. (2): 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) ; 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

SlngaporeCalcutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr (2, 4, 
7) IC-232 at 1640, Art (1. 3, 6)- 
TG-313 af 1240: Dep. (2, 4. 7); 
lC-231 at 1050, Dep. (1. 3. 6): 
TG 314 at 1355 
Delhi-Calcutta-Dhaka: Arr 
( 1)1 1C 841 .11 0755 Dep (6) 

IC Ml It 118)1 

Dhaka-Calcutla-Oelhi: Arr 
( 1)1 Ic 844 at 1115 Dep (h) 
IC.84i at 1215 

Caictttta-Kathmaiidu: Dep. (1, 

6) : RA-214 at 1250, Dep. (2. 4, 6. 

7) - IC-247 at 1600; Arr. (1, 6): 
RA-213 at 1150. Arr. (2; 4. 6, 7): 
IC-248 at 1915. 

Calcutta-Ohaka: Dep. (daily) 
BG-092 at 1050 and BG-096 at 
1920. Dtp. 11.2.3.4.6.7). BG: 094 
at 1620. Dep. (5):BG-098at 1820 
Dep (1.7)- IC-223 at 1340. Dep 
(2.4 b); lC-223 at 1640. 

<L ___ 


Dhaka-Calcutta: Air. (daily) 
BG-091 at 1010 and BG-095 at 
1840 Arr (1.2.3.4.6.7). BG-093 
at 1540, Arr (5) BG-097 at 1740. 
Arr (1.7) IC-224 at 1540. Arr. 

(2.4,6) lC-224 at 1840 
Calcutta-Chiftagong: Dep 

(2.5) BG-698 at 1415, Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1330 

Chlttagong-Caktttta; Arr ( 2 . 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (6)- 
IC-226 at 1S50. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900. Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800 


Oomeslic 


Celcuna-Dclht: Dep. (7) AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhi-Ceicutta: Arr. (l) Al- 
1320 at 1300; Arr (7) Al-1122 at 
0340. 

Calcutte-Bpmbay: Dep. (2). AI- 
101 at 0240: Dep. (6)- AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Air. (S)- AI- 
306 at 1815. 

IfMitaR AMbmt 

Calcutta-DeJM: Dep. (dady) IC- 
26:1 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700; 
Ait. (daily) IC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

CelcutU-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-273 at 1955 and IC-176 at 0855; 
Arr. (daUy): IC-274 at 1855 and 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Caicutta-Medras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-26S at 1700; Air (daily). IC- 
266 at 2150 

Calcutta-Baugalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) IC-271 at 1500; Anr, 
(2,3,4,5.b.7) IC-272 at 2025,. 
Cakmtta-Vizag-Madraa: [)ep. 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730; Ait. 
’(1)': IC-541 at 0945. Arr (2,4.6): 
IC-54I at 1310 

Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-229 at 1250;ArT (dailv) 
IC-23U at 1550. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh; Dep. 

(1.2.3.4.5.6) - IC-201 at 1130; Air 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245, Ait. 
(2.4) IC-202 at 1500 
Calcutta - Tezpur Jorhat 
Guwabati • Calcutta: Dep 
<3.5.7) IC 213 at 1030 Arr. 

(3.5.7) IC-213 at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwabati - Dima- 
pur: Dep (1..1.5.bi lC-219 at 
1120. Ait (1.3..>.bi IC-220at 1600. 
Calcutta • Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at llOO. Arr (daily); 
IC-222 at 1320. 


Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly). IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4); 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep (3.5,6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (1): IC-243 
at 1400; An. (daily). IC-242 at 
0900. An. (2.4) IC-244 at 1600, 
An. (3.5. 6.7): IC-244 at 1020. 
An. (1); IC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Silchar- Impbal: 
Dep. (daily): IC-255 at 0600. An. 
(daily): IC-2S6 at 1030. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar 
Nagpur - Hyderabad; Dep. 

(3.5.6) : IC-269 at 1710; An. 

(3.5.6) ; IC-270 at 2040. 
Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : lC-277 al 1745; An. 

(1.2.7) ; lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcotta-Port Blair: Dep. 
(2,4): IC-28S at 0545 ; An. (2.4)' 
IC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta • Pert Biair • Car 
Nicobar: Dep. (1) IC-287 at 
0545. An. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta • RaBchl • Patna 
Lucknow • Delhi: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-410at0830: An. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) . IC-409 at 1510. 

VRJNMlaaf 

Calcutta-Agartala-Impbal: 

Dep. (1.3.5); PF-727 at 0530: An. 

(1.3.5) : PF.728 at 1120. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Silchar; 
Dep. (7): PF-729A at 0550; An. 
(7) PF-730A at 1050 
Caicutta-Shilloug-Guwahati- 
Catoutta: Dep. (1.3,5.7). PF: 

701 at 1140: An. (1,3.5.7): PF- 

702 at 1615. 

Calcutta - Agartala • Kamal- 
pur • Kailaabar - Agartala • 
CaicutU: Dep. (2.4.6)' PF-729al 
0550; An. (2.4,6) PF-730 at 
1040. 

Calcutta - Silebar - Shillong • 
Guwabati • Silebar - Calcutta: 

Dep. (2,4,6): PF-701 at 1100: An. 

(2.4.6) . PF-702 at 1715. 
Calciitta-Rourkela: Dep. (L 3.’ 
5): PF-715 at 0600; An. (1, 3. 5): 
PF.716at0855. 

Calcutta • Guwabati • Jorhat - 
Ulabari - Dibrugarta - Tezu: 
Dep. (2,6): PF-709 at 0815. An. 

(2.6) : PF-710 at 1840 
Calcutta - Guwabati - Dima- 
pur • Jorhat - Ulabari - Dibru- 
garb: Dep. (4) PF-709 at 0815: 
An. (4): PF-710 at 1750 
Calcutta - Guwabati - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat • Ulabari • Dibru- 
garh - Tezu; Dep. (7); PF-709 at 
0600: An. (7): PF-710 at 1705. 
Calcutta - Agartala: Dep 
(1.3.5): PF-729A at 1130 An. 
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(1.3.5) PF-730A at 1410 
Cakolta ■ Aluwl • Afutala • 
Calcutta: Dep (2,4,6) PF-705at 
0910 and PF-729B at 1310, Ait 

(2.4.6) ) PF-706 at 1255 and PF- 


730B at 1655 

Calcutta • Jamahcdpur -Ran¬ 
chi - Patna: Dep (1,3,5) PF-725 
at 0550. Anr (1,3.5) PF-726 at 


Cakntta - JanahadiNir; Dep 

(2.4.6) PF-717 at 0550, Arr 

(2.4.6) : PF-718 at 0745 
Calcutta - Coach Bcbar: Dep 
j(2,4.6,7) PF-707 at 0600, Arr 


(2,4,6^ 7) PF-708 at 0855. 
Calcutta - Aliawl - Silchar • 
Guwahati; Dep (1.3,5,7) PF- 

705 at 0915, Arr (1.3,5,7) PF- 

706 at 1620 


Dapartura 

Up Tima 

2311 19KX) 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


EASTERN RAILWAY 
Hvmrah i 

Dalhl-Kalka Mall 
Amritaar Mall 

Bombay Mall v» Allahabad i 

Alr-Cond. (Naw OalhI) Ex- 1 

praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 
Dap—Tues Thurs & Sal 
Arr—Wed Fri & Sun 
Alr-Cond. (Naw Dalhi) Ex- 1 

praaa via Patna 
Dep—Mon Wed Fri & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thura & Sat 
Ra|dhanl Expraat 5 days a 1 

week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri & 

Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sat 4 
Sun 

Hlmplrl (Jammu-Tawt) Ex- 1 

press Tn-Wkly 
Dep—Tues Fri 4 Sal 
Arr— Tubs Wed 4 Sat 
Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 
presa 

Dep—Mon 4 Thurs 
Arr—Thur? 4 Mon 
Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha TooTan Ex- 1 

prase via Mam Line 
Amritsar Expraas 1 

Osihl Expreaa via Mam Line 
Delhi Janata Expraas via 
Mam Line 

Lucknow Express 1 

MIthlla Express 

Kanchan|unsa Express 2 

Ksmrup (Quwahati) Express 
Black Diamond Express 2 

Coalfield Express i 

Asansol Express 
Danapur Express 
North Bihar Express 1 

Dep—Wednesday 
Arr—Friday 

Janwipur TrI-wkly Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sat 
Arr—Mon Thurs 4 Sal 
Santinikatan Express 1 

Chambai (Gwalior) Trl- 
weakly Bupariast Express 
Dep—Thurs Sat 4 ^n 
Arr—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 
Shipra (Indore) Express 
De^Tuee 4 Wed 
Arr—Sat 4 Sun 
Shaktipun) (Chopan) Ex- 
presa 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fn 

Gorakhpur Express 1i 

Dep 4 Arr—Sunday 


Scofdofc 

Dar)eellng Mall 
Gour Expreaa 
Jammu-Tawl Express 
Muabal Sara! Expreaa via 
SBQ Loop 

BhagirathI (LalgoM Express 
Chhapra Express Tr i weekly 

Dep 4 Arrowed Fri 4 Sun 


8-45 3144 

6-15 3154 

16-30 3152 

12-50 3134 


1 Departure 

SOUTH-EASTERN 

Arrival 



RAILWAY 



Up 

Tima 


Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay MaH via NMpur 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

GHaniall (Bombay) «prasa 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

AhmedalMd Expreaa 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Expra^ via Nagpur 
Coromandel (Madras) Ex- 

15-15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

11-30 

2842 



press 



2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Expraas 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-46 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Puri) Expreaa Via 
Nara| 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex- 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

21-20 

2822 



prsM 



8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Expraas 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyifarabad) Ex- 

praaa 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahati • Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Cantral • Howrah 
- Guwahati Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 

13-45 

2649 



Guwahati Weakly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam 4 Howrah) 
Thursday only 



2650 

22-35 

Guwahati-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weakly Expraas 
(via Howrah 4 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Tsimlnus 

13-45 

2651 



Suparfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 4 Madras) 
Dep—Fri 4 Sun 

Arr—Tues 4 Fn 



2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangalors City 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 
4 Cuttack) 

Wednesday onty 

22-15 



14-10 

BsiiMlore CIty-Guwahatl 
WsMly Express (via Howrah 

13-45 

2673 



4 Cuttack) 

Monday only 



2810 

22-35 

PatrwCochln Hmbour Ter¬ 
minus Weakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursd^ only 

22-15 


— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmimia- 

13-45 

2609 



Patna Waakly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wedne^ay only 



ENQUiniEB: For round the dock mtarmatMn of Eaatom fWlway 

trains, ploasa iflal 203648-84 tor In-eomlng tralna: 203638 44 tor 

an ottioi 

hitormstlon. For Information nout 

IWWfVPtfOfW Oft { 

Easiam and South Eaatam RaUwaya trains, dial 203800 (bom 0 
am to 0 pm on waokdaya and 0 am to 2 pm on Sundam and 

oazotisd holidays). 
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SKI TRiPPERlWhairmilidOMtlwtUartaMtorMclittMibaM, 
■I point X? Traco ttwoush moM ol Nnoo to Itod out. 


• ALMOST ALL! My first is alrrxrst all, so is my second, 
and also my whole. Whai word am 17 Read again 
carelully. answer Is stated. What Is it? 
t am n BWM 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thara ara at least ate dM 
aneaa In drawing datalls b atwaan tap and b otto m panels. He 
quiddy can you find thsm? Chech •anawara aillh those beiot 

aupiiui t| stodSay a tlu|N|w t| fiaij g-fimntui a ttopM 
•> Bu p* iw etoog c lu MtoiP a g matt a Pite toaww -t .toauMnio 



You ate given all tia laltara to be 
used In tMs word square. Arrange 
thsm to torni lour words actoas and 
tour dHtorani words down. Lattars 
m ana word—NEXT—ara In plaoa. 
Actoas; 1 . Avoid contact. 

2. Odour detector. 

3 Highest polnl. 

4. Chic and Jaunty 

Down: I.Oich task 

2. Famsd diamond 

3. Computer operlor 

4. Waiting room. 

Tima limit: 2 min. 

mu ‘jMfi ‘flddM 

dMt uMea'mtf'MmMOu 'uniis Moxy 


7 ? 


a HJU COUNT! All five 
fun glasees may be elimin¬ 
ated from the elrde below 
by counting them out 
thus: Begin at tha star. 
P ro oaa d doefcwlaa to tha 
13th glass. Cross glass out 
Bogin at tha naiit glaes In 
Hno. Count 13, and cross 
that glaas out, etc. Five 
sueh oounta remove sH full 
glasses. 



FUNSPOT 


V\ 


?r 6 




FAN FAREI Aw, come on, arhe can catch a ball whiia signing an 
autograph? Ap^ colors; 1—Rad. 2—Lt. bhia. 3—Yellow. 4—Li 
bream. S—Flesh tones. 4—U. grasn. 7—Ok. broam. S—Oh. blua. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10points lor using all tha 
tatters In tha word below to form 
two cemplata words- 
SPILLAGE 


THEN Kore i points each for all 
words of four lattars or mere 
found among tha laftars. 

Try to score af least W psintt. 

‘N|iM '(i|S 9fO/tll$OA 































S antanu Mitra Muatafi, 
Calcutta 63, has sent this 
interesting piece on the Qet- 
tysburg Address 
“The Battle of Gettysburg, 
one of the bloodiest battles 
of the American Civil War, 
was fought during the first 
week of July (1863) The 
local authorities decided to 
dedicate the ground to the 
honoured dead The formal 
invitations to attend the exer¬ 
cises were sent to many 
The President was just 
asked to make ‘a few 
appropnate remarks The 
ceremony was scheduled on 
November 19 Thursday, at 
10 am (1863) Lincoln stum 
came after a two-hour 
speech of Edward Everett 
He felt uneasy, but holding 
his paper firmly, he went 
through It Legend has it that 
he scnbbled his speech on 
the back of a used envelope 
He was on his feet for less 
than three minutes and the 
audience felt disappointed 
The conventional story that 
no picture existed of Lincoln 
at Gettysburg proved untrue 
with the discovery of a pic¬ 
ture by an unknown photo¬ 
grapher showing Lincoln on 
the platform (Unfortunately 
the xerox copy of the photo 
Santanu has sent us would 
not reproduce well— 

O Bnen) 

“bncoln s speech, in its 
immediate effect, was a fai¬ 
lure but later the world real¬ 
ised that those 10 sentences 
contained vast philosophy 
In this memorable address 
Lincoln made one mistake 
when he said, "The world will 


poo fffhOiieeMomWhywastheflrstEaith 
Day programme In 1070, which WM 
IlmHedtotheU&suepactadbysomeaa 
WSjW a‘Communist plot’7(D.P. Ray Chow- 
dhury, 87/2A Ajpear Gardsn, Aaansol 4.) 

-i-is—4na; Simply because It oolncldsd with 

Lenin’s Mrlhdayf 


personal pronoun 


little note nor long remember 
what we say here." for it 
came to be remembered as 
one of the best literary glor¬ 
ies of the world 
“At least SIX copies of this 
speech were made by Lin¬ 
coln The first draft contained 
239 words while the last two 
had 272 Scholars found on 
the first page 19 lines were 
written in ink, on the second 


page there were 10 lines in 
pencil It had five one-letter 
words, 46 were of two let¬ 
ters. 44 of three, 56 of four, 
30 of five, 25 of SIX, 13 of 
seven and rest were of eight 
and more Of his address, 
204 were a single syllable 
each, 50 of two syllables, 
and only 18 were of three 
and more In his entire 
speech, not once did that 


Abhijit Ganguly of Gradu¬ 
ates Association, Bumpur, 
writes 

"Students' Academy, 
Bumpur, organised its 
second annual quiz on Its 
Foundation Day About 70 
teams participated In the 
quiz which was held for three 
groups After the preliminary 
rounds the final round was 
held with SIX teams in Group 
A and four teams in Groups 
B and C each 

“Quizmaster Biswajit 
Basu, OJM, SBI, conducted 
the quiz bnlliantly before a 
large audience Among the 
teams present the best per¬ 
formance was given by Raj 
Kumar Singb and P S 
Chahel in the open 
category ” 

The hony secretary of 
Saifee Club, Calcutta, wntes 

“The Saifee Club orga¬ 
nised Its annual 'Brains of 
Dawoodi Bohra quiz contest 
at Saifee Halt School Eight 
teams participated and the 
quiz was well conducted by 
Alban Scolt A special round 
of religious questions also 
followed from Sk Joharbhai, 
the Head Moliim 

' The Saifee Club, repre¬ 
sented by Murtaza and Zoeb 
Partapun, were declared 
champions and awarded 
the 'Bartanwala shield and 
the 'Independence Cup 
The runners-up,Jamali 
Sports club, represented by 
Husaini Partapun and Mus¬ 
tafa Shakir, were presented 
with the 'August cup ” 






















































































































































Photograph: Bindu Arora 
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CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE ? 


Tbe duceniiii)| eye can see beyond the 
obvkws. Far bey^ the iairiale farm 
of this Dilwan Teo^ ataaied no the 
exleosira |Mteau of Mooal Abu in the 
AravalU mountains of laiasthan. Of 
while marUe, the interior is lavish in 
scuipiure and aidutecturai 
decoratioa Columns, ceiiingi, porticos 
and cells, display marble fignras baaed 
ongeometricalmandalawitbanper- 
imposed planes and coacniric linp 
in the form of a star. In each cell is a 
polidied stone idol representing a 
Krthankara or )aia saint 

Centuries have roUed iy, Menumeats, 
peat and small, have come to adorn 
oor land, lie men who made these 
aesthetic masleipieoes possible were 


the anonymous artiste hi leagne with 
the bbd^lh. It was that forgsttan 
(iiiaace adddi fvged steel loob and 
hqdemimte, hoteever ends Old 
ardiah; Thus, dm haddame of sack 
sweeping crealiviiy was, as always, 
techmihigy. In a word, sled foc^n^ 


will put ths Indian High Speed Seel 
OH par with the fisest avadabk in the 
wo^ roWMEX product mix 
indades both Tm^slBn and 
Mdyhdenoffl Mdi Speed Steels of 
variotts secthms in fonads. Sate and 
squaras, and are indispensabte hw 


And centuries of steel forging in India maldiig drills, remners, dien forming 


is today leadung a teduadogical 

xenitfa with POWMEX SIiEEl& 

/ 

POWMEX is emerging as Asia’s first 


tools, punches, special bearinfp etc 

The tools made out of Super Hi|d> 

^eed Steels will bring aboot a 
seadwage in dwir durability and 


plant to prodoce High ^peed Steel and quality turning out belter componeate. 

Supm Speed Steels throngh 


Powder Cs|isuleFoi)dhgT*‘^>B'd'V- 


POWM£X,incoilaiiormhmwttfatlic Ihecom 
worldbaderfiOflieKarAUSnCiAie growth, 
setfing up a Xs. 7M miUion Ingh lacb 
phal near TMagidi in Orissa. This 


POWMEX reduces imports and saves 
predoos Foreign exch^ to uphold 
the coontry’s ideai of self-reliam and 


Ipowmex j 


POWMEX ■ Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 


Powmex Steels Limited 

(ANAsssuDUNiTarnonu 

SilwMitnaw Office IwS Ua H 

Mwi Mk, IMbiW ■ MStM. 

IwWnS OSes Twk ntapr DM. OhMi. 















The new Sterling. 

Stunningly l^eautilul 
State ot the art technology 
lombintd together to tvolvt 
a new standard in 
refrigerators {reated by a 
team ol (nginccrs whose 
mission IS not to tollow the 
market but to lead the 
refrigerator world 

Artistic Sterling 

* 100% Polyurethane toam 
insulation Avoids 
sweatmg of the 
refrigerator even in high 
humidity eonditions 

• Superior SAN 
matcnal-Cnsper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ (heese ( hest 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves 

• Supenor design for 
maximum storage space 
Removable egg tray for 
extra storage - a speeial 
feature for vegetarians 

* A large Chill Tray with a 
unique Drip Tray for easy 
removal of defrosted 
water 



* All steel construction and 
tough ABS liner 

* Available m a wide range 
of attractive colours 

Sterling Technology 

* Internationally renowned 
‘Power Saver’ compressor 

* Cools superhst, makes ice 
even faster 

* Withstands wide voltage 
fluctuations 

No voltage stabilizer 
is reqpiired if die 
operstlng voltage is 
within 1M-260V. 

* Consumes minunal 
eicctncity 

* Automatic defrost (push 
button) 

The new Steiilng. 

It IS beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
mtroduced m the market 
With a proven, dependable 
after-sales service It’s no 
mere refrigerator It’s the 
Sterling 


Sterling 

Hie 165 litre premium quality refrigerator 

Sold and serviced by ^ BcpoMoeMncrgUrnkMl I^agatTower, 26 RajlndraPlace, (few DcUfl-llO ooa 
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Chopper Warfare 

Your cover story, ‘Muscle 
in the Sk/, by S. Sriniva- 
ssn (August 12) was su- 
p«b and the i^tographs 
are worth collecting. 
However, there were a 
few discrepancies in the 
article. 

Mi-24 ‘Hind’ helicopter 
gunships used by the 
Soviet Union in the Afghan 
war faced a serious threat 
from shoulder launched 
heat seeking Stinger mis¬ 
siles which largely ren¬ 
dered them ineffective 
against the Mujahideen. 
Medium range ^d mis¬ 
siles had to be used by the 
Afghan government to 
offset the disadvantage. 

Pakistan has at least two 


squadrons of Bell AH-IS 
Huey Cobra attack helicop¬ 
ters armed with TOW anti¬ 
tank missiles. They also 
possess Alouette III, 
Puma, and Lama helicop¬ 
ters which can be modifi^ 
to the attack/gunship mod¬ 
es as well as the 
ubiquitous tthough ageing) 
UH-1 helicopter that was 
the workhorse of the Viet¬ 
nam war. 

The first widespread use 
of helicopters was during 
the Korean War by the 
USA. Large numbers of 
Sikorsky ^55 and S-52s 
were used during the war 
mainly as ambui^es or 
commando carriers. To¬ 


wards the closing stages of 
World War n the US and 
British forces used a few 
Sikorsky R-4 andHoverfly 
hdicopters. The (Armans 
also used a few Pocke 
Angelis FW-61 helicopters. 
In Woikl War II helicopters 
were used only for liaison 
duties thou^ the Germans 
did attempt to manufacture 
in quantity Fiettner heli¬ 
copters for shipboard anti¬ 
submarine patrols. But 
they could not be used due 
to the fiictories being des¬ 
troyed in Allied bombing. 
Reza Sami, 

Patna 

■With the pressing into 
service of more and more 
sophisticated radar sys¬ 
tems, the helicopters ace 


poised to play a significant 
role in modem warfare. 

The Siachen episode in 
which Group captain 
T.P.S. Chhatwal had as 
many as 48 sorties m the 
fiice of heavy enemy fire is 
a clear indication that we, 
too, are using them to 
great effect. 

The distinguished ser¬ 
vices of Chhatwal deserve 
the whole-hearted appre¬ 
ciation (ff a grateful nation. 

Jnlian Sunil Martin 
Roy, Calcutta 

Dream Project 

It was surprising to see 
that not a single leading 
citizen of Calcutta could 


dream up a situation where 
there would be no power 
cuts (‘Not Too Old for 
Gift’, August 5). 

The time has come 
when we should not enter¬ 
tain elitist dreams ‘of 
art museums, state-of-the- 
art theatres, India Interna¬ 
tional Centres, etc. Instead 
let us have a city with unin¬ 
terrupted power supply, 
good roads and proper 
transport facilities. That 
would be a real dream pro¬ 
ject. 

Manisha Choubey, 

Calcutta 

■ If someone had asked 
me about my dream project 
for Calcutta on its ter¬ 
centenary, I would have 
unhesitatingly dedicated 
the Agn-HorticuJtural Soci¬ 
ety of India to the people 
Why cannot it be converted 
into a garden like Wisely, 
or even better? 

The sprawling garden 
on Alipore Road which w.is 
founded m 1820 by Rev. 
William Carey was embel¬ 
lished with many rare and 
exotic plant species and 
brought to limebght by the 
Society’s two most Jluht- 
nous secretaries, Percy J, 
Lancaster and his son, Sid¬ 
ney Percy-Lancaster. 

It was jjerhaps beyond 
their imagination that one 
day this 21-acre of open 
space would come m handy 
for jogging and sweating 
out by the obese rich of 
Alipore. 

P. Das Gupta, 

Calcutta 

Siii'UiItc 

I was very glad to see the 
picture of our old school. 
Mutty Loll Seal’s Free Col¬ 
lege in Hentage (August 
26). I may inform you that 
the eminent linguist Suniti 
Kumar Chatterjee whose 
birth centenary was 
observed recently was a 
student of this school and 
passed the Entrance ex¬ 
amination from here. 

P. Sinha, 

(Calcutta 



Attack helicopter: In vogue 
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Having played lot 18 
yeais, one Hould have thought 
th.it Subrat.i Bhattac h.ir\ a wa", 
ovei the hill But he has been 
doing n Rogei Mill.i on the 
M.iidan ill over igaiti 


Window w.rtthmg 
(an be an aesthvtK cxruise is 
well A photofeat un on sot lie 
of the sna//u si showioonis m 
town 


It IS a soiiv 

spei tar le wlirn \oii find some 
of the histoi K ships of thr 
world rottmg in negicr t A 
report 


SECTIONS 
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» < Hentage 
1 Inner Eye 
I 4 Focus 

20 7 Days 

23 Junior Whirl 

24 Quiz 

25 Comics 

30 Candid Camera 
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I t was a party fit for a king. They had 
come in thousands, long before the 
show was to begm. Even after every 
mch of space m tte galleries had been 
odcupwd, there were still thousands more 
clamouring for tickets Over 10,OCX) 
resigned themselves to a view from the 
Fwt William ramparts. Others were on 
nearby trees or on the stands of Eden 
Gardens across the road In short, they 
were everywhere 

The celebrations began early The sea 
of waving flags, of bobbing heads, of 
posters and cutouts The deafenmg roar as 
a hundred different slogans rent the air 
The sound of bursting crackers, the smell 
of cordite It all made for a throwback to 
the heady days of the Seventies 
Mohun Bagan were poised to end a 
three-year drought m the Calcutta League 
but the fans had assembled in such huge 
numbers to also witness another very 
important happening. Subrata Bhat- 
tacharya, or Bablu as he is known, was 
playing fus last league match 
As the afternoon wore on, nobody was 
quite sure which of the two events was 
more important Nobody really bothered 
For the two were inseparable. Subrata and 
Mohun Bagan Subrata and the 1990 
Calcutta League title Under an autumn 
sky on this Saturday afternoon, they 
merged and the synthesis pfoduced an 
atmosphere the Maidan had rarely seen 
“I can’t remember anyone getting such 
a fareweO,” commented ChUni Goswami, 
arguably the most charismatic footballer 
the Maidan has ever produced Gosto Pal, 
Ahmed Khan, Rahun, ‘PK’ Banerjee, Appa 
Rao, Venkatesh, Saleh. Calcutta’s list of 
legendary footballers is never-ending, but 
none of them got the sort of send-off that 
Subrata can now boast of Yet, in terms of 
football skills, Subrata has never been in 
the same class as these players His 
international career never took off like it 
did for some of his predecessors, he was 
essentially the Maidan man, the Mohun 
Bagan man But, on the Maidan where 
reputations are made and destroyed over- 
ni^t, he was part of a rare breed of 
survivors 

Twenty-two years is a long time Espe¬ 
cially if It has been spent mired in shatter¬ 
ing controversies even as the struggle to 
meet the exacting demands of Calcutta 
football’s big league continued Long after 
his contemporaries had left the rough and 
tumble of competitive football for relative¬ 
ly sedentary pursuits like coaching and 
club administration, Subrata had stayed 
back 

Opposite page: With co-star Sumita 
or Bbalobaaba (top); in his Goif 
ih wife Lata, daua) 
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of BbaloMsm (top); in his (>oif 
Green flat with wife Lata, daughter 
Mem and son Saheb (centre); and 
receiving the Mohun Bagan Club 
symbol after his last league match 


Their hero, Bablu 


Subrata Bhattacharya has 


never known how to stay out 


of the news. After two 


action-packed decades on the 


il- 

. 


Defying age, the lanky stopper-back 
fought for a berth in the first XI, coming 
mto direct conflict with several coaches 
and teammates Things reached a head 
during the last couple of years when a 
coach resigned describing him as a 
"cancerous growth on Mohun Bagan ’’ He 
got into frequent tiffs with junior players in 
the team and was even involved in an 
assault on a referee during a league match 
last year 

"They were the darkest days of my 
career,” says Subrata between sips of tea 
in his well-maintained apartment in Golf 
Green “There were a number of people in 
the club eager to see the end of my 
career I was under tremendous mental 
strain ” But Subrata emerged from the 
gloom to stage a most spectacular com¬ 
eback this year, 

'The battte-scarred 38-year-old earned 
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Mohun Bagan almost single-handedly to 
the coveted Calcutta league title, scoring 
six goals in the process. Three of these 
goals came against the other giants of 
Calcutta football, East Bengal and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting—a unique feat for some¬ 
one who has earned his reputation as a 
stopper-back. 

Under contract to play till the end of the 
season sometime early next year, it is 
already turning out to be a fairytale end to 
a career that had its modest beginnings in 
the bustling suburban town of Shyam- 
nagar. 

The Maidan will not be quite the same 
once Subrata hangs up his boots. He has, 
in turns, been despised and worshipped 
but never, never has he been far from the 
minds of thousands of football buffs of this 
city. With him one of the last of the cult 
Sgures of Calcutta football vrill have left. 


T he retirement of a 38-year-(dd from a 
game as demanding as football can 
hardly come as a surprise but with Subrata 
nothing could ever be taken for granted. He 
not only kept his opponents on the field 
guessing but also had club officials, fans 
and the Press running in circles trying to 
fathom his every next move. Now a hero, 
now a villain, he never looked uncomfort¬ 
able in either role, seemingly unperturbed 
by what people thought of his achieve¬ 
ments or actions. He had his own style. 

During his chequered career, Subrata 
had almost regular brustes with the estab¬ 
lishment. He was reported against by the 
manager after 9 tour with the Indian team 
and also earned the dubious distinction of 
facing a disciplinary board during his first 
camp with the India probables. But, if 
Subrata earned notoriety through his va¬ 
rious on and off-the-field actions, he had 
another side to match. 

He has been a friend in need to his 
teammates, rallying behind them as they 
fought for their dues or helping them in 
times of personal crisis. He has found jobs \ 
for needy persons, donated or raised 
money to help people he had never met : 
before tide over a major operation or a ' 
daughter's marriage. In an age when the 
lure of a few extra bucks have footballers 
switching clubs every so often Subrata has 
stayed with Mohun Bagan ever since he 
joined the club 16 years ago. And, almost 
always, the club has turned to the veteran 
whenever the chips have been down on 
the football field. Subrata has delivered the 
goods on most occasions but even when 
he friiled, the sincerity of his efforts was 
never in doubt. 

Talk of Subrata's retirement is not new. 
Su^sestions that have often turned into 
strident demands have reared their heads 
every now and then during the past five or 
six years. Maidan stalwarts, a section of 
the supporters, club officials and the Press 
have all jumped onto the Subrata hatao 
bandwagon from time to time. Over the 
last three years he has found himself on 
the sidelines quite often, the coaches 
saying they were eager to try out youi^er 
players. Adding fuel to the speculation 
i have been Subrata’s periodic utterances 
that he had had enough and was 
contemplating retirement. But he kept 
coming back like a bad penny. 

"It’s different this time,” he says “I had 
a point to prove. I have done that now.” 
Thea with the jaws ti^tei^, he adds; 
"I’ve been through hell during these last 
coiqile of years and the fear of failure 
gnaw«d at me. 1 knew if I slq^ the 
vultures would be over me. It affected my 
spcmtaneity on the field and thus my game. 
But I was never going to giVe up, I never 
lost frith in myself and now I’ve been 
vindicated.” 


Though some of the legacy of his fiery 
outbursts still remain (he has to present 
himself in court. regularly to 
answer charges filed by Pradip Nag, the 
referee of ttet violence-marred match of 
July IS last year), his amazing resur^nce 
has helped take a great buiden off his 
shoulders. The bitterness towards those 
he thinks have wroi^ed him has lost its 
intensity, replaced instead by ahnost a 



’Thanking the Lord 

sympathetic understanding of how cir¬ 
cumstances force people to behave. There 
is even the hint of remorse In him. ‘Tve 
never shied away from protesting against a 
wrong and I’ll never do so,” he says, "but, 
yes, I agree, the way I’ve gone about it at 
times was not right. I wish such incidents 
had never happened.” 

The urg^ to prove himself has been one 
of the main driving forces, but Subrata’s 
kmgivity can also be explained by the 
tremen^s Joy he derives frxxn just 
playing the game. "No, that has never left 
me, even in the worst of times.” 'Thus, it 
has never been a problem to remain one of 
the most regular at the mon^ practice 
sessions, and the inftnsity with which he 
goes through the daily menu puts players 
years junior to him to shame. "1 actually 
ei^y the practice sessions^ couple of 
drMles, a few good passes, a goal and I 













could be flushed for hours.** 

It is this passion for football that drove 
the gangfing young man from the early 
confoies to become an aO-time big name on 
the Maidan. His mother, who has been 
Subrata*s mam inspiration, bou^t him lus 
first pair of boots after pawning her 
necklace when he graduated to a district 
afShated chib m 1966. Subrata now moves 
around m a Maruti, smokes expensive 


brands of cigarettes., tiw contrast is stag* 
genng but h^ msists he is stdl that boy 
from Shyamnagar 

T he small suburban towni have always 
been a lifelme to Calcutta football, 
mamtammg a steady supply of players and 
sending supporters by the tlmsands to 
help keep the turnstiles busy. Shyamna- 
gar, an hour's nde by tram from Sealdah 
was no different, only it already had some 
big names to boast of.* Mahavlr Prasad, 
Kesto Pal, Ashokelal Banerjee, Prasanta 
Mitra had planted this bustimg town on 
India's football map. But, for young Sub* 
rata, there was the added advantage of 
being bom mto a tamdy of footballers. His 
uncles and elder brothers were turning out 
regularly in dntnct tournaments. 

“Olympian Kesto Pal was a frioid of one 
of my ui^s and a frequent visitor to our 



Mllla on the Maidan 
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home,” says Subrata, explammg the ambi¬ 
ence into which he was thrown straight¬ 
away “He was then playing for Mohun 
Bagan and his visits were tremendous 
occasions for us Then my brothers and 
uncles would come home with trophies and 
these added to my enthusiasm, I've 
iranted to be a footballer ever since I can 
remember " 

Football has always been the obvious 
choice for the multitude of voungsters m 
the distncts, mainly because it is economi¬ 
cally the most viable Subrata was soon to 
join the thousands of other budfling foot¬ 
ballers, kicking a rubbei ball around 'for 
the sheer joy of playing ” Under height 
tournaments (for those telow four feet 10 
inches) were being organised everywhere 
and Subrata became a highly sought-after 
player He recalls how, as a nme-year-old, 
he was thrilled to receive the "best player” 
award at one of these tournaments from 
P K Baneijee, who had just returned 
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from the Asian Games where India had 
picked up the gold in football. 

In 1966, Subrata joined Juger Pratik, a 
local district affiliated club for which some 
of his brothers and uncles were still 
playing. Within two years he was turning 
out for 24-Parganas in the IFA Shield and 
also playing power league for East Bengal. 

“In those days, spotters from the clubs 
in Calcutta used to go hunting for talent in 
the districts and it was Usha Chowdhury 
who brought me to East Bengal,” remem¬ 
bers Subrata. "My father came to see me 
off at the station and, though I was already 
a 15-year-old and quite capable of taking 
care of myself, he made it a point to repeat 
all the instructions he had already drilled 
into me. One was that 1 should not talk to 
strangers and board nothing but the No. 

12 tram from Sealdah. 

"The morning haze had not quite 
cleared when I found myself in front of the 
East Bengal gate. I stood gawking at the 
big names of Calcutta football as they 
made their way for practice till someone— j, 
I think it was Nileshwar Roy—asked me if ^ 
I had any business." 

Subrata’s performances in the IFA 
Shield drew the attention of several clubs 
on the Maidan. Bally Protiva’s Rana Chak- 
raborty, younger brother of international 
referee Protul. was the first to react. 
Subrata turned out for Bally Protiva in 
1969 and 1970, the club making the super 
league (the top five teams of the first 
division league qualified Wf the super 
league stage in those days and the title 
was decided between them) in 1969 and 
just failing to repeat the feat the next year. 

Subrata had by then also managed to get 
a job with the BSF and was posted at 
Barrackpore. In 1970, his second year in 
Barrackpore. Mohun Bagan played an' 
exhibition match against BSF at Lat Bagan 
and then BNR lame for a match in 
preparation for the all-India Railway 
tournament. "We drew 2-2 with Mohun 
Bagan and 1-1 with BNR," recalls Subrata. 

"It was Debu Ghosh who asked me if I’d 
like to play for BNR and I was soon making 
my way to the railway office in (Jarden 
Reach. ” 

On February 5, 1971, Subrata signed 
for BNR and on May 5 he was given a job 
there. "The salary was a big jump from 
what I was picking up in Barrackpore and 
it was a boost to our very large family 
(Subrata has three brothers and two 
sisters). ” 

Subrata made his debut in the Santosh 
Trophy in 1973 (for Railways) where he 
did enough to eam-a call to the prepara¬ 
tory camp for the Mardeka tournament. 
The lanky stopper-back, conspicuous by 
hi.s clean-shaven head (he had just had his 
sacred thread ceremony), was also creat¬ 
ing quite an impression on the Maidan that 
same year as he stood out in almost every 


game for BNR. Both East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan officials had taken note. 
Satu Chakraborty, the ftrnner hockey 
player and then an official of Mohun Bagan 
took Subrata to Dhiren Dey after the IFA 
Shield in October for preliminary talks. 

“But I almost joined East Bengal,” says 
Subrata, recounting the drama before the 
1974 inter-club transfers. "I was then 
being held at one of the East Ben^ 
hideouts. 1 had made up my mind to sign 
for the club. I told the officials a day before 
the transfers were to begin that 1 wanted 
to go home before I signed the next day. I 
was allowed to leave and went to my 
aunt's place in Beliaghata on my way 
home. I was then that Chum Goswami and 
Gaju Bose were tipped off by a friend of 
mine and the two came and accompanied 
me to Shyamnagar. My parents were just 
too overawed by the presence of Chunida 
and It was soon decided that I should join 
Mohun Bagan. 


"The next day. a horde of toughs from 
East Bengal were swarming around the 
IFA office but they were misdirected by 
that friend of mine and, in the little time 
they found. Mohun Bagan officials had me 
sign in their favour before whisking me 
away. " It was to be the beginning of a 
long, and sometimes, torrid association. 

If. after the ups and downs. Subrata is 


signing off in style, it is thanks to a 
“change in the attitudes of Mohun Bagan 
officials" and the presence of I'.K. Baner- 
jee in their ranks. "Fradipda understands 
me more than any other coach, ” he insists. 
“He has worked with me and 1 have 
always been benefitted by the encourage¬ 
ment. The shackles are off me once 
again.” In the absence of the main striker 
Sishir Ghosh, now serving a ban for 
on-field violence, 'FK' has utilised Sub¬ 
rata’s height and hunger for goals to telling 
effect. 

Interestinjdy. Subrata started as a for¬ 
ward and it was only in early 1969 that 
circumstances forced him to become a 
defender. Ashokelal Baneijee failed to 
turn up for a match one day and Juger 
Pratik coach Murari Sur asked Subrata to 
fill the slot in the three-man defence line. 
“1 discovered 1 was very comfortable in 
that position,” says Subrata. There was no 
looking back. 


Subrata’s ability to hold the attention of 
the football-loving Calcuttans has been 
exploited by Tollygunge and he has 
already acted in five feature films. But his 
real life image has always been larger than 
anv character he has portrayed on-screen. 
Long after the fi^al kick is takm and the 
crowds melt away, people are sure to say; 
"I his was a man. ’’ ■ 



Looking back In triumph 
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What you’ve given me, now let me 
bear. 

Let my heart cry out, my 
fellowmen... 

Who can suffer another’s pain? 
Who has that depth in him? 

The running tears are m full flow. 
Now, let me seek comfort in them. 
Let my heart cry out, my 
fellowmen... 


Na yeb cband hoga. 

(Film: Shart, music: Hemant 
Kumar; lyric: S.H. Bihari) 

This moon will no longer be. 

Nor will these stars; 

But I will, forever. 

Remain yours. 


If I’m tom away from you or vanish. 
Deem not that I don’t love you; 
Wherever I remain, I will be yours. 
This moon will no longer be... 



Three days from now is Saptami. The auspicious 
day also marks Hemant Kumar’s first 
death anniversary. Just two of his 
classic Hindi numbers to remember him by 


Yadilkisuno 

duniyawalon... 

(Film: Anupama; music Hemant 
Kumar; lyric: Kaifi Azmi) 

Let my heart cry out, my fellowmen, 
Or, then, let me keep silent, 

How can I dub my gnef, happiness; 
Those who can, let them do so. 

Let my heart cry out, my 
fellowmen... 


’Tis a wonder how this flower 
bloomed 

When there was no love in the 
gardener’s eyes. 

I have seen so much^with a smile. 
Now the tears run; so let them run. 
Let my heart cry out, my 
fellowmen... 

Not a suigle joyous dream have I 
seen. 

If ever I have, I remember it not. 
You couldn’t give me what I desired. 


Let the world say anything, it matters 
not; 

But you don’t b6heve that I’m 
unfaithful. 

I have been yours, and will remain 
yours. 

This moon will no longer be... 

That this would be my lot, I never 
dreamt. 

My nest was scarce completed that it 
was razed. 

Oh, where will the lovelorn seek 
shelter now? 

This moon will no longer be... 

•ft 

’Translated by Anil Grover 
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RAJ NARADt BOSE (1826-99) 



mf 


Bom into the weO-known 
Bose family of Boral (24 Par- 
ganas), West Bengal, on 
September 7,1826, renowned 
educationist Narain Bose 
had his primary education at 
the village pathsala. At the age 
of 8, he jdned Hare School. 

He had the unique distinction 
of having his answer pai^rs at 
various school examinations 
published in some of the lead¬ 
ing neutspapers. 

After passing out from Hin¬ 
du College with a thorough 
mastery over English laiij^e 
and literature, woiited as 
weO-known litterateur Akshay 


Kumar Dutt’s assistant m edit¬ 
ing the vernacular magazine, 
Tattwabodhini Patnka. Here 
he came m dose contact with 
the Brahmo Samiy and began 
to preach Brahmoism. 

From May 1848 till Febru¬ 
ary 1851 he worked as Second 
Teacher of the Hindu College. 
Later he was appointed head¬ 
master of Midnapore H.E. 
School. Besides sermons and 
preachings at the Midnapore 
Brahmo Samaj, Bose is re¬ 
membered for his active parti- 
(^tion in the widow remar- 
li^ movement at Midnapore. 

Bose has authored a number 


of books of which Past and 
J^sent and Essays on the 
Bengalee Language deserve 
mention in the field of Bengali 
literature; the former is en¬ 
livened throughout with harm¬ 
less humour. Owing to various 
work pressures he fell a prey 
to cerebral complaints that ne¬ 
cessitated his retirement in 
1869. Since then he lived 
mostly in Oeoghur where he 
died on September 19, 1899. 

The sketch above shows 
Bose’s ancestral home at Boral 
vdiich now houses a primary 
school 
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RIES 

Mwoh 21—Apt* 20 

Partnerships at all 
levels and a dose of 
hard work are the main trends of 
the week Watch your health 
specially the last three days of 
the week Despite frustration ro¬ 
mance plays a positive part In 
your life There Is a definite 
chance to bag a contract, make 
money, hurdle over obstacles 
and work overtime Around the 
24th, news, views and mes 
sages could lead to a Journey 

~i^ AURUS 

I Apr* 21—May 20 

* Journey, ceremony 
- loans, funds and in¬ 
vestments are the weeks high¬ 
lights Children give joy Re¬ 
search leads to recognition You 
will have your fill of romance 
New projects ventures and 
undertakings are favourably slg- 
rriflod It is time to move or at 
least finalise plans for doing so 
Beck, kidney and breathing pos¬ 
ers are llk^ 

EMINI 

May 21-^una 20 
Romance hobby 
property and a plea¬ 
sure event await The home 
wW clamour for your time and 
attention The financial graph 
shows an upward trend Invest¬ 
ments are foretold Romance 
promises an excellent going 
Your health wlH be Just a case of 
mind over matter, so learn to do 
away with worries 

ANCER 

Juno 21—July 20 

Once again it is time 
to reach out to people 
and places by all possible media 
of transport and communication 
Home conditions improve In ro¬ 
mance, you will come dose to 
your loved one despite a few 
misunderstandings The finan¬ 
cial picture Is rosy Slight prob¬ 
lems with the stomach and chest 
are possible 

I HEO 

. July 21—August ^i 

^ Finances have an up- 
- ward graph, Invest¬ 
ments are in ordw, home and 
property are highlighted and the 
week will be exceptionally 
newsy Romance is your destiny 
so you will have to fulfil it Health 
improves, thus allowing you to 
work and enjoy However, con¬ 
stant pressure could tell upon 
your health during the last three 
days of the week 






IRGO 

August 22—Sspt 22 
The new moon helps 
you to be creative In 
novative and enterprising 
Money and familywise a good 
week Buying and selling are 
emphasised It is a good time to 
love, share and cherish No ma¬ 
jor health problem is foreseen 
so go right ahead and do what 
you like Travel will be an affair 
to remember 




IBRA 

Sspt2S-Oel22 

The mam trends are 
expenses, religious 


impulses and pilgrimages, travel 


and tour research and Invention 


Conditions are favourable 


in romance You could be a wee 


bit under the weather during the 
last three days, otherwise your 
health remains perfect The time 
Is Ideal for picnics, outings get- 
togethers, making the house 


BIRTHDAYS 


l,8#|ittHnb#r 23 nmg« 

I Modh conjunction Ptuio Choices Bant 
afi*l d»oMe o> wW have to be 
made and thoM could be painful Moon'i 

as wNI a* dMcult You mighi m^ 
have to change your style of home, 
woridng ft you want to rNte In usii^ 
mere money, In short, you wilt you h 
progress If you are prepared to mm, 
change and adapt tionaii 

9tptwntMr24 

Moon, sexitts Sun In your pen 

aa ywii as professional wncu 
purstiMa you find success and nfMii 
ha p p ine ss The heme and famfiy yw.iw 
coma undar* happy etara. A oHihya 
hpmi Mtv torn If atoo 
probaMhZltidcybMi^. 

Moon-Mara oppoailKIftr There 
wifi be a ffw chenaia, M fact 
thead have betjuhfinsMy and Mqmi 
yipo m^ have 16 dojMi aocor- f 
dlng^ Be pcoitive but tolerant of irntallo 
views and opm which oiu di fn 
amethcally different ftom yours ' 

SBptBfnbfT 26 

Moon square Venus Vouremo- centra 
Uonal lira can stand Improve- a hsied . 


ment, Expenaea wfit muK^r 
Thoaa lit the Mta end tfidiiw 

range baale. v / '►,3 /Wi 

you (nwVWn 

home, propehy ant) peranla wttf 
ueurp yow tifna and mbhay. aed 
you do your duly M ft 

apMie. You erffiNwa tp 

tionai napoiiiMifiMai. 

SffiptomiMir 28 ^ * 

Meraury Irina Saturn: Yog nif 
have tha beat of both tha 
the tnaieriN and tha apm^^ 
birthysar of wlah 
aoma tt you. Jouhnay,'t|liMW 
aiM oofiaboradoiw aniipHif 
dfrthp ueaidi^iH 

Mom trIha Siin: AjfMtif flill 

wolii u viurnpn« sp^MMWnlBr 

kiftaltona ootlld dhlkt you aalnf 
fn"* squares Uranus ParadolK 
icaliy enough, your popuMdqr 
and famehit a neieh^^|S^», 
' year of gredf pofttwS^ 
cont^h^. 


dean aa a new pin, renovellon 
and alteration 

CORPIO 

Oel23-*tov20 
Friendship, fratamity, 
axpansea, a home 
away from home, reHgioua and 
spiritual urges, and looldng after 
tha IN and needy will keep you 
busy Your love arrows wUI ^y 
tha cupid and hH the haartl Plen¬ 
ty of opportunitlas in businass, 
profaaalon and job wiH be avaH- 
able, but you will be spending a 
great deal too You may have to 
go for a medical chaMup 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov21-D«c20 
Your heart will throb 
In sympathy for a 
loved one and the response will 
be warm In your work you make 
Inroads and poach upon the 
territory of others Camaraderie 
and socialising make you happy 
despite a strong difference of 
opinion Romance will be warm 
your travel kit ready A slight 
dan^r of acddent/operatlon Is 

APRICORN 

Dae 21—Jan 19 

Ths week calls for 
hectic communica¬ 
tion, collaborations, part¬ 
nerships, joint finances and 
team work, and you wiN be all set 
to succeed The time is ripe for 
romance Hard work and ambi¬ 
tion could make you feel run 
down unless you cultivate a hob¬ 
by or learn to relax 

QUARIUS 

Jan 21—l-ab 18 
Once again loans, 
funds, shopping, 
transfers, moves joint finances. 
Insurance, mortgage, secret love 
and plenty of excitement are 
highlighted Passion and ecstasy 
oomprisa your romance Wait a 
weak for your financial graph to 
move upwards Minor heaNh ali¬ 
ments are probable, but nothing 
serious to throw you off your 
stride 

iSCES 

Fab le-March 20 
Romance, wedlock, 
rapid financial trans¬ 
actions, nsw partharahips and 
possibility of a shift or transfer 
are favourably signified Fi¬ 
nances promise a good going 
Loans and capHai will be avail¬ 
able Romance wlH be uneven, 
but torrid and exerting Nothing 
much to worrywbout your health 
except chronic complaints A 
major shift Is on the cards 




likely 
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PANORAMA 


H er name is Wapama. For a 75-year- 
otd lady who has had a rough life at 
sea, she could be doing a lot worse. 
Wapam, built in Oregon in 1915, is the 
last survivor of 225 wooden-hulled steam 
schooners. She spent her early years car¬ 
rying lumber and passengers on the Pacific 
Coast. By 1937, under a new owner and a 
new name, Tongass, she was carrying 
mail, freight and passengers between 
Seattle and Alaska. 

The state of California saved the decre¬ 
pit vessel fi-om bemg scrapped in 1958, 
restored her former name and turned her 
over to what was then the San Francisco 
Maritime State Historic Park. 

In 1977 the National Park Service ac¬ 
quired Wapama and other ships in the 


Sttffvorlwn at Conmcticut’a Myado 
Samort make renaln OB dM bowiprlt 
If tha flahtng soBoenar L,A. Dnatoa 



state park, which became the National 
Maritime Museum. In 1988 it became the 
San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Parii. 

Wapama, meanwhile, continued to suf¬ 
fer the ravages of rush and dry rot. She 
was jilaced on a barge and hauled across 
the bay to the Army Corps of Engmeers 
dock in Sausalito. 

Wapama is symptomatic of the plight of 
the world’s historic ships. They are in 
grave danger of rotting away. Only enor¬ 
mous amounts of money and time will save 
a select few. 

Preservationists everywhere believe— 
with some reservations—that it is an 
effort worth making. So do the lemons of 
volunteers whose spare-time labours are 
essential to every ship-saving project. 

“It’s not just a job. it’s a passion,” says 



Flagship of the fleet at the Saa Francisco Maritime National Historical Park is 
the Balcintha, a square-rigged sailing ship built by the British in 188d 


James P. Delgado, maritime historian for annual budget for Delgado and his small 
the National Park ^rvice. "The love for it staff is now about $160,000. 
is contagious. ” Michael Naab, director of maritime pre- 

Delgado, who doubles as head of the servation for the National Trust for Histor- 
National Maritime ImtiaUve, a federal ic Preservation, says, “I know of no mari- 
programme to survey the country’s mari- museum that has a surfeit of good 

time resources and recommend appropn- things coming to it right now.” 
ate action to save them, probably I'as Naab, who drafted the federal standards 
looked at more historic ships than anyone for historic ships, adopted in 1989, over- 
else in the United States. saw the Wapama project before joining the 

At the latest count, the initiative lists t‘'“st last year. Of the seven ships in the 
330 historic American ships, of which 89 San Francisco park, sw are national land- 
have been designated national historic niarks. 

landmarks. Since the initiative began six Most successful restoration projects 
years ago, 25 potential historic ships have succeed as a result of the dedication of one 
been abandoned or destroyed. Thirty-two person or a small group, Naab says, com¬ 
others are being restored. Another 24 are with four essential elements; public 

laid-up or abandoned, in danger of dying. relations, financial know-how, technical 
“The big problem is money,” Delgado expertise and a sense of mission, 
says. "We need about $150 million to bring I" San Francisco, the guiding force be- 
those 330 ships up to tiptop condition and, hind its fleet is Karl Kortum, chief curator 
conservatively, about $7.5 million a year of the park, a blunt-spoken maritime en- 
to keep them in that condition.” The thusiast now in his 70s. "The federal gov- 












emment is the only agency on the. face of 
the Earth that can meet the cost of main¬ 
taining this fleet of ships,” he says 

Even with federal support, however, 
San Franasco’s slowly detenorating ships 
are "a case where the magic combinations 
have not occurred, ” Naab says 

But Kortum's tenacious preservabMi- 
ism has had global impact In 1954, his 
first acquisition for the San Francisco 
museum was the Balciutha, an 1886 Bnt 
ish-built square-ngger, now the immacu¬ 
lately restored centrepiece of the 
museum’s fleet 

Among his other achievements, he has 
been instrumental m brmging the 1878 
Glasgow bark Falls of Clyde to the Bishop 
Museum in Honolulu, the 18^ Great Bn- 
tain, the world’s first large iron ship, to 
her home birth in Bristol, England, and the 
1885 Wavertree, a Bntish-built hill-ngged 
iron ship, to the South Street Seaport 
Museum in New York City 


Norman J Brouwer, maritime historian 
and curator of ship restoration at South 
Street, says that restoration on the 
Wavertree continues and probably will 
continue for decades, even with the work 
of large numbers of weekend volunteers 
“It’s always a race against detenoration ” 
Brouwer’s complaints are underscored 
by Donald Robinson, vice president for 
planning at Mystic Seaport m Connecticut, 
one of the nation’s premier maritime 
museums New England’s economic 
downturn, he says, has reduced visitors to 
the 61-year-old facihty, forcing staff cuts 
and delaying preservation projects The 
museum is extending visiting hours and 
adding entertainment programmes de¬ 
signed to bnng in more business 
John Carter, director of the Philadelphia 
Mantime Museum and president of the 
Council of Amencan Mantime Museums, 
looks with some envy on the government 
financial support that many countnes, such 


as Bntain, the Scanduiavian nations and 
the Netherlands, give their mantime 
museums Most preservation money in 
the United States comes from pnvate 
sources 

Robert Wall of Bntain’s Manbme Trust 
put It more emphatically m 1986 before the 
International Congress of Mantime 
Museums 

“There is no need to continue to pour 
money—vast sums of money—into whole- 
slup preservation For those genumely in¬ 
terested, there exists a nch fund of in¬ 
formation about them all over the world 
They must look to the mantune museums 
with their archives, paintings, drawings, 
plans, scale models, and a mass of litera¬ 
ture, anaent and modem " 


me of the worid's 


histone ships are 




says Mercer cross 


Mystic’s Robmson differs Worldwide, 
'there are always efforts to find ships and 
restore them,” he says "I thmk people 
are more aware of the importance of sav¬ 
ing ships To put a ship in a buildmg des¬ 
troys its significance ” 

To be sure, many histone ships are so 
far gone that they must be displayed in 
museums This is true of Norway’s anaent 
Viking ships and of Vasa, the Swedish 
naval vessel that sank on her maiden 
voyage m 1628 She now resides m a 
special museum in Stockholm 
Where will all those old ships be in 100 
years^ Michael Naab says that he is confi¬ 
dent about only one “Old Ironsides,” the 
USS Constitution, a national icon on a par 
with Plymouth Rock and the Liberty Bell 
The Constitution, a 1797 fiigate berthed at 
Boston Navy Yard, is a fastidiously mam- 
tamed vessel still on active naval duty 
Peter Stanford, president of the Nation¬ 
al Mantime Histoncal Soaety m Croton- 
on Hudson, N Y , and the first director of 
the South Street museum, has devoted 
much of his life to saving old ships He sbfl 
has not given up 

“Seaf^g has always been a mystery to 
non seafarers,” he says “We haven’t real¬ 
ly dug the charmels that will let that m- 
terest run the way it should ” 

“Amencan mantime preservation is at 
least 20 years behmd the times,” says 
Delgado “Ships have been the illegitiinate 
child of histone preservation. It would be a 
tremendous sh^e and a great loss for 
those ships to go beyond the pale, to exist 
only as photographs or drawings ” 
(Nabonid Geographic News Service) 
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All Informilion given 
I on these pages is 
accurate at the time ol 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


! lindi h ilms 


•AaJ Ka Arjun Majistic (Rdfi 
Aliimd Kidwai Road 4 

shows 

A Rlin by K C Hokidia star 
ruiff nit gastar Aniil ihh U u hchan 
•long with J lyi I’r idi «id Radhika 
I he niusK. IS by Happi I ahin 
•Aa«hiqul Orient (i)entintk 
Slritl <!HI'»17) 

A film bv Mihtsh Hhatt slai 
ling debut nils Anu AgirwiI md 
Rihul Ro) The musie is bi 
Nidtem Shiwan 

• Dil Metio (Chownngliti Roid 
iKOltl) i shows 

Ont of the rtitnl big hits Ihi 
film stars Aimir hhan Mtdhun 
Dixit iiid Amipam Khtr It is 
dniitid bv Indr I Kumir and tin 
[HUSK IS bv Xiiind Milind 

• Uoodh Ka Karz I’lradise 

llliiilliuk Stint (itiii 

(Aehiivi I tgdish thindra Host 
Roid Kiishni (I C 

Dull I Stmt Priv I 

(Rishbelmi Avtniie IblflD) 
Srtt (Kidhiii Sai mi nlSI')) 

DiiiiUd by Ashok (idikw id and 
with inusii bv Annu Milik tht 
ihitf iltriitioiis in Jatkit Shroff 
Ntilim V irsha llsgioiikar ind 
Amnsh Pun 

•Jawani Zindabad Jyoti (I emn 
Sarini ^fll)2) 4 shows 
Aamir Khin ind I arha lit the 
It id pill in this film diluted bv 
Arun ISh ill I hi musii is by Anand 
Milind 

•Haap Ki Kamaee F lilt (S N 
Bintijit Roid .^11181) 

Mithun Lliikiabortv Kuiiai 
(loswimi S ingi < 1 1 llijl ini Shilpa 
shiriKikir PrtmChopii inn Kul 
bluish in Khiibinda irt tin mini 
itit iilioiis 111 this tilni dim ltd by 
K iw il sharm i I lit iiiusit is bv 
\iiiiii M ilik 

• Sailaab Roxv (Chownnghte 
PI lie '8tHH) 

Dimlid bv Dtipik Halriij Vij 
iiid with imisii bv B ippi I ihiri tht 
film st irs M idinn i I >ixil ilong u ith 
\ditv I Pint boll Sun sh Obtioi 
ind Shah In imdar 
•Shcrdil 0|xri (I tniii Sinni 
’8IHI0I lotus (S N Bineott 
Roid _’l2b<>D Miwinlight (I (. 
DutliSlutt ifiPfib) Puiilisrte 
(Kija Rij Kisstii stmt bSdOtti 
Bull (Hidhin Siiiiii IllSJdl 
Bisusiet (S P Mukhtijtt Roid 
18481)8) I shows Mtiioki (Sant 
Chitteijtt Avtnut IH)4I7) 
noon 

Dimttd bv Jigdish Sidnia md 












Kimi Katkar in SherdU 

with musit bv I axmikmt Pv nelil 
the film St irs Dharnit ndr i Rishi 
Kapoor Anil i R laj Kmii K itkar 
nid Kadtr Khan 


Renitali t'ilms 


• Balidaan Uttara IBidhan Sara 
m 5‘>2200) Purabi iMahatma 
Gandhi Road J50680) Ujjala 
(Russa Road 478866) Malantha 
(Regent Park) Jaya (Lake Town 
573946)— J shows 

Anil Ganguly s first Bengali 
direttonal venture starring 
Raakhee Subhendu Chatterjee 
Nirmal Kumar Papiya Adhikan 
Shakuntala Baiaia Biplab Chatter 
jee debutante Rupab and Tapas 
Paul The music is by Bappi Lahtia 


• Chakraota Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue •’'’2473) Darpa 
na (Bidhan Sarani 558080) Puma 
(S P Mukheqee Road 474567) 

Ranjit Muilitk aid Moon Moon 
Sen are the lead pair in this film 
directed by Amal Sut Others co 
starring are Rajeshwari Roy 
Choudhury Biplab Chatterjee 
Abhijit Sen Rabi Ghosh Ruma 
Guhathakurta and Sumanta Fhe 
music IS by Shantimoy Mukheijee 

• Oebata (A) Minar (Bidhan 
Sanni 5j275)) Bijoli (S P 
Mukhtijee Road 754(62) Chha 
bighar iMahatiiii (laiidhi Road 
452740) 2 15 5 40 8 15 

Vii tor Banerjee Debashree 
Roy Dilip Roy /Anup Kumar Kab 


Banerjee Indrani Haider Aijun 
Chakraboitv and Ranjit Mulliik 
i ompnse the mam cast The film is 
diretted by Abhijit Sen and the 
music IS bv R D Burman 
•Jeeban Sangee Rupbani 
(Bidhan Sarani 553414) Aruna 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road 359561) 
Bharati (b P Mukherjec Road 
754686)—1 4 7 
Tapas Paul and Archana Joglekar 
are the lead pair Others to 
starring are Deepankar De Sha 
kuntala Barua Kali Baneijee (>ita 
Dey and Soumitra Chatterjee Fhe 
film IS directed by Ravi Kinagi and 
the music is by Mnnal Banerjee 
• Raja Badiha: Talkie Show 
House (Shibdas Bhadun Street, 







Printad hwm Is ths rmgulmr Indian Airllnas sshs* 
duls. lut ths sehsduls has bssn suitallsd dus to 
ths grounding of Its Airbus A320 float. Pssasn- 
gsrs sro sdvissd to hoop track of announce* 
monta mods by Indian i^l^os In the proas. For 
asslotanco, thoy may contact 292848, 282888. 
288888, 282417, 889433. 889841/2/3/4/8 and 
889833. 


562270), Meooln (Sant (Sutter- 
Jee Avenue; 410417), Jagat 
(Adutya Pra^ Chanka Ro^ 
3^108), Atochhaya (BeUaduta 
% Main Roa« 355059). 

Swanip, Miinal, DeUka, Mhi- 
DUtha, ^lai, Anuradha, Maater 
Abbi, Master Papan, Rana 
Mukt^ee, Payel Bhattacharya 
and a pair <d elephants comprise 
die cast of this 61m, directed by 
Palash Buieijee. The music is by 
Anm Robin. 

• Maamayurl: Sree (Bidhan 
Sanni; 551515), PracU (Adiarya 
Jagadish Chandra Bose Road; 
271282), Piiya (Rashbehari Ave¬ 
nue; 464440). 

Directed by Biresh Chatterjee 
and with music by Swapan Chaln- 
boity, the 6tm stars Moushumi 
Qutteiiee, Tapas Paul, Deepank- 
ar Oe, Sreela Mqumder, Subhen- 
du Chattetjee, Uly Chakraborty 
and Master Rintu. 

• Shesh Aaghaat: Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani; 553045), Lotus 
(S.N. Baneijee Road; 242^), In¬ 
dira (Indra Roy Road; 47175^. 


Spocial Kveiils 


23 September: 9J0 am 
Raag Pancham College of music 
presents die dance-dnma, Som- 
datta, based on Nazrul’s works. 

At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

23 h 24 September: 3 pm-8 
pm 

Durlabh Kishore Ainab will hold an 
exhibition of paintings in the South 
Gallery. 

24 k 25 Septeftiber: 3 pm-8 
> pm 

An exhibition of paintings by 
Dipika Khetawat in the New South 
Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

25 September: 6 pm 

Udasi’s 10th anniversary fime- 
tion features the dance-drama. 
Gunai Bibt Pala, based on Baris- 
al’s well-known folk tales. Drama¬ 
tised by Dinendra Chowdhury, 
the danMS are composed by Asit 
Chattetjee. Ughts: Kanishka 
At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road; 289978). 

30 September: 3 JO pm & 6.30 
pm 

Padatik Repertory presents the 
Hindi play, Baarish Wala~a trans¬ 
lation of Richard Nash’s romantic 
comedy. The Rain Maker. 
Directed by Rodney Marriott and 
designed by Christopher fiarreca, • 
the cast includes Raja Ram Yap^, 
Shakil Khan, B.M. Hada, San- 
chayita Bhattacharya, Vinay Shur- 
ma, Mahmud Alam and^Arun 
i^urma. 

At Academy of Pine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 


TRAVEL 


I'l.nU’s 


NOTf: All arrival and da-« 
partura timaa ara-fer Ca^ 
eutta. Flgurat In teaekata 
daneta tha daya, l baing 
Manday. 


Inli'i n,iliiin;il 


iaadaa-Dalhi-Calcatta: Arr. 
(ly. A1-132/AI-1320 at 1300 
Caleatta-Bombay-Loadoa- 
New York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 
0240. 

Calcntta-Bombay-Dubal: Dep. 
(2): AI-lOVAI-743 at 0240. 
Bombay-Calcutta-BaDfkok- 
Trityo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1830; 
Dep. (5): AI-306 at 1930. 
Tekye-Baafkok-Calcntta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 
1825; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 1935. ■ 
Caleatta-Bombay-Loadoa- 
Now York: Dep. (6); AI-309/A1- 
1101 at 1935. 

Caleatta-Dolhi-Foria-Loadoa: 
Dq>. (7); AI-1651/AI-135 at 0500. 
Calcutta-Del hi-Romo- 
Draakfuit: Dep. (7): AI-ieSDAI- 
165 at 0500. 

Now York-Loadoa-Dclhi- 
Calcntta: Arr. (7): A1-112/A1- 
1122 at 0340. 

Fraakfurt-Romo-Delhi- 
Calcutta: Anr. (1); AI-162/A1- 
1320 at 1300 

Moseow-Dubai-CalcutM; Anr. 
(4): SU-537 at 1525. 

Calcutta-Dubal-Moscow: Dep. 

(4) : SU-538 at 1725. 
Amman-CalcutU: Arr. (1, 4): 
RJ-184 at 073a 

Calcutta-Amman (via 
Bangkok): Dep. (1. 4): R)-181 at 
0830. 

Calcutta-Slegapore: Dep. (2); 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep. (7) : 
SQ-413 at 1530. 

Singapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2) : 
SQ-416 at 1020 and Arr. (5): SQ- 
414 at 0920. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Air. (2. 4, 
7). IC-232 at 1640, Arr. (1, 3. 6); 
TG-313 at 124ft Dep. (2. 4. 7): 
lC-231 at 1050. Dep. (1, 3, 6): 
TG-314 at 1355. 
Delhl-Calcutta-Dbaka: Arr 
(6): IC-843 at 07.55: Dep. (6)- 
IC-H43 at (1855 

Dhaka-Calcutta-Delhl: Arr 

(hi 1C-844 al 1115. Dep («)• 
1C 844 al 1215 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (2, 
4, 6, 7): lC-247 at 1600, Dep. (1. 
5); RA-214 at 1255; Air. (2, 4, 6, 
7): IC-248 at 1915, Arr. (1. 5): 
RA-213 at 1155. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1, 7): 
IC-223 at 1340, Dep. (2, 4, 6): 
lC-223 at 1640, Dep. (2, 3. 5, 6): 
BG-092 at 1050, Dep. (4): BG-092 
at 1130, Dep. (2, 3. 6): BG-094 at 
1620 and BG4)96 at 1940, Dep. 

(5) : BG4)98 at 1820. 


Dhoka-Cnlcutta: Air. (1, 7): IC- 
224 at 1540, Arr. (2, 4, 6); IC-224 
at 1840, Arr. (2, 3, 4, 5, 6): BG- 
091 at 1010, Arr. (2, 3, 6): BG-093 
at 1540 and BG-095 at 1910, Arr. 
(5): BG-097 at 1740. 
Calcutte-Chirtagong: Dep. 

(2.5). BG-698 at 1415. Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1330. 

Chlttagong-Calcutta; Arr. (Z 
5): BG-697 at 1330, Arr. (6): 
IC-226 at 1550. 

Calcutta-Paro: Dep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900; Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800. 



Calcutta-Delhl; Dep. (7): AI- 
1651 at 0500. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (l). Al- 
1320 at 1300; Arr. (7)' AM 122 at 
0340. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); Al- 
101 at 0240; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1935. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
306 at 1815. 

fiMHdn AMhmamw^ 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700; 
Arr. (daily)' IC-40I at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
ICr273 at 1955 and lC-176 at 0855; 
Arr. (daily): IC-274 at 1855 yid 
IC-175 at 0755. 

Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily). 
IC-265 at 1700; Arr (daily): IC- 
266 at 2150. 

Caicutta-Bangalore: Dep. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-271 at 1500; Arr. 

(2.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-272 at 2025,. 
Calcutta-Vizag-Madras: Dep 

(1.2.4.6) : IC-542 at 0730; Anr. 
’(1)’; IC-541 at 0945. Arr. (2.4,6); 
IC-541 at 1310 

Calcutta-Guwabatl: Dep (dai¬ 
ly): IC-229 at 1250jAn' (daily) • 
IC-230 at 1550. 

Calcutta-DIbrugarh: Dep. 
(1.2,3,'4.5.6)' IC-201 at 1130; An-. 

(1.3.5.6) : IC-202 at 1245, Arr. 
(2.4): IC-202 at 1500 
Calcutta - Texpur - Jorhat 
Guwahatl • Calcutta; Dep. 

(3.5.7) 1C 213 at lOlO An. 
(3 r, 7) IC 21, at 1540 
Calcutta - Guwahatl - Dlma- 
pur: Dep. (1.3,5.6)' IC-219 at 
1120: Arr.(1.3.5.6);lt.220at 1600. 
Calcutta - Bagdogra: Dep. (dai¬ 
ly): IC-221 at IlUO: Arr. (daily): 
IC-222 at 1320. 


Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (dai 
ly); IC-241 at 0700. Dep. (2.4): 
IC-243 at 1400. Dep. (3.5.6.7): 
IC-243 at 0600. Dep. (IJ: IC'24(i 
at 1400: Arr. (daily). IC-242 al 
0900. Arr. (2.4): IC-244 al 1600. 
Anr. (3.5. 6.7): IC'-244 at 1020. 
Arr. (1): lC-244 at 1600. 
Calcutta- Sllchar- Imphali 
Dep. (daily): lC-255 at 06(X); Arr. 
(dady); 1C-2S6 at 1030. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar 
Nagpur • Hyderabad: Dep. 

(3.5.6) ; IC-269 at 1710: Air. 

(3.5.6) ; lC-270 at 2040. 
Calctttta-Hyderabad: Dep. 

(1.2.7) : IC-277 at 1745; Arr. 

(1.2.7) ; lC-278 at 2215. 
Calcutta-Pnrt Blair: Dep. 
(2.4): IC-285 at 0545; Arr. (2,4): 
lC-286 at 1015. 

Calcutta - Purt Blair • Cat 
Nicobar; Dep. (1): IC-287 at 
0545; Arr. (1): IC-288 at 1235. 
Calcutta • Ranchi - Patna 
Lucknow • Dolhl: Dep. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) ; IC-410at0830; Arr. 

(1.3.4.5.6.7) : IC-409 at 1510. 
VavMarin^ sauMmsumnuBsai 

Calcutta-Agartala-lmpbal: 

Dep. (1,3,5): PF-727 at 0530; Arr. 

(1.3.5) : PF-728 at 1120. 
Calcutta-Agartala-Silchar: 
Dep. (7): PF-729A at 055ft Arr. 
(7) PF-730A at 1050. 
Calcutta-Shlilong-Guwahatl- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1.3.5.7): PF: 

701 at 1140; Air. (1.3.5,7): PF- 

702 at 1615. 

Calcutta - Agartala - Kamal- 
pur - Kaliasnar - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. (2.4,6). PF-729at 
0550; Arr. (2,4.6): PF-730 at 
1040. 

Calcutta - Sllchar - Shillong - 
Guwahatl - Sllchar - Calcutta: 
Dep. (2,4,6): PF-701 at 1100; Arr. 

(2.4.6) : PF-702 at 1715. 
Calcutta-Rourkela: Dep. (L 3, 
5): PF-715 at 0600; Air. (1. 3, 5): 
PF-716 at 0855. 

Calcutta - Guwahatl - Jorhat • 
Lilabarl • Olbrugarh - Texu; 

Dep. (2,6); PF-709 at 0815: Arr. 

(2.6) : PF-710 at 1840. 

Calcutta - Guwahatl - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat - Lilabarl - Dibru- 
garh: Dep. (4) PF-709 at 0815; 
Arr. (4): PF-710 at 1750. 
Calcutta - Guwahatl - Dima- 
pur - Jorhat - Lilabarl - Dlbru- 
garb - Texu: Dep. (7): PF-709 at 
0600; Air. (7); PF-710 at 1705. 
Calcutta - Agartala: Dep. 
(1,3,5): PF-729A at 1130 Arr. 
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(1.3.5) : PP-73QA tt Uia 
Caknitta - Aiiawl • Anruk - 
CiJeiitta: Dep. (2,4,6): PP-70S at 
0910 and PF-729B at 1310; An. 

(2.4.6) ): ^-706 at 1255 and PF- 


730B at 1655. 

Calciittn ' Jatashedpur -Rni- 

chi - Pntnn: Dep (1.3,5); PF-725 
at 0550; An. (1.3.5): PF-726 at 

Ills. 


Caktinn • Jmstedpnr: Dep^ 

(2.4.6) PP-717 at 0^; An. 

(2.4.6) : PF-718 « 0745. 
Cnicima > Gooch Bohor: Depi 
J(2.4,6.7): PF-707 at 0600; Ait. 


(2,4,6, 7) PF-708 at 0855. 
CalcntU • Aluwi • SUehnr • 
Guwohoti: Dep. (1.3.S.7); PF- 

705 at 0915; Arr. (1.3.5.7): PF- 

706 at 1620. 


I r.iins 


Oopwtufo EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


Up 

Tima 

Howmh 

Tima 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Oalhl-Kalka Mall 

8-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amrltaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bomtwy Mall via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (Naw OalhI) Ei- 

praat via Gaya Varanasi 
Dep-Tues Thurs & Sal 

18-00 

2382 



Arr -Wed Fri & Sun 



2303 

9 15 

Alr-Cond (Now OathI) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

Dep—Mon Wed Fri A Sun 

18-00 

2304 



Arr—Mon Tues Thurs A Sal 



2301 

16-00 

Ra)dhanl Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

11-30 

2302 



Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri A 
Sun 





Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sal A 
Sun 



2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tri-Wkly 

11-10 

2374 



Dep—Tues Fri A Sal 

Arr—Tues Wed A Sal 



2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep—Mon A Thurs 

Arr—Thurs A Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Mam Line 

18 15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Odhl Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Janata Exprsss via 
Mam Line 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

Mllhlla Expraaa 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Ksnchan|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

3317 

17-35 

6 10 

Kamrup (Quwshatl) Express 
Black Diamond Express 

6-30 

21-25 

5660 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Expraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expreaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6-35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs ,A Sal 

Arr—Mon Thurs A Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santinikotan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Qwallor) Tri¬ 
weekly Sup^asl Express 

7-30 

2160 



Dep—Thurs Sal A Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed A Thurs 



1171 

15-25 

Bhipra (Indore) Express 

Dep—Tues A Wed 

7-30 

1172 



Arr-Sal A Sun 



3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep A Arr—Mon A Fri 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Express 

Dep A Arr—Sunday 

10-40 

5050 



Seaidah 



3143 

19-00 

Dar|eollng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

Jammu-Tswl Express 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Sara! Express via 
SBC Loop 

Bhagiratht (Laigols) Express 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Express Trl-weakly 

Dep A Arr—Wed Fri A Son 

4-30 

5186 


Oaparluio SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Mvwrah 

Tima 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Oltanisll (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Express 

4-30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

6029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

,11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—T ubs 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

lapat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Puri Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 
Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-65 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Pprulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

GuwahafI - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13-45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnua- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 
(via Viaakhapalnam A Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah A Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

2^-15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam A Madras) 
Dep—Fn A Sun 

Arr—Tues A Fri 

13-45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangalora City 
Weekly Exprsss (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Bangalore CIty-Quwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

A Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14-10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES: For round tha dock Information of Eaafam Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 20354S-S4 for ln.«omlnfl tralna; 203S3S-44 for 
all ethar Information. For Information aoout raaarvatlona on 
Eaatarn and South Eaatarn Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from f 
am to 0 pm on waakdaya and 9 am t%3 pm on Sundaya and 
gazatfad holldaya). 
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HAIN WAYS) Hit iiHHiwr h4W • notion about Sua'a long hair, 
but.. Draw connactlng Unoa from bot 1 to 2 , 3, and ao on. 


a TALL STORY' Jimmy stands lour (eat tail. John stands 
live The sum ol thair heights times (ive is 15 more than 
their father s age How old is he? 

Atinu 11 i»giC| KMil 


HOCUS-POCUS 


J 


VN'// I 

\W' 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thera are at least sn diller- 
ancas m drawing details between top and bottom panais How 
quickly can you (md them’ Check answers with those below 

flutswu « Buiflpe isies«s 9 fiuwiiu t| nnoM prig s Buitsw 
a diO e Sutsiui t| noqpen e penoui a isg e peMui a uuy r teMMiSHia 


PUT MONEY TO WORK 

Lars sea K a ooupla Of dollars (aaa 
6 aoresa and S down, m the dia- 
gram above) spur you on with this 
word aquara poaar 

Definitions: 

1. Puts monay Into the aeo- 
nemy. 

2. Rsek and • ataaiing. 

3. Make peasifala. 

4. Mouse-Wie bite. 

B. DOUARIalready bisarted, 
two ways). 

B. Coiitamptuoue smiles. 

Just rsmambar, word square 
words read alka both acroas and 
down. 

Tkna Umlt 2 min 

weeus 9 wpoa s 
■mN V SNSug C uctutd s wusdg \ 


a X-RAY EYES! Havb 
•omaoiM ptoea a eoln. data 
alda up, bi a bowt of aoapy 
twatar. Now, ilamonstrato 
how Ifa poaalMa to road 
tho data on tha coin 
through tha auda without 
moving tha coin or 
emptying tha water. 

Hara'a how: Plaea a 
glaaa tumbler over tho coin 
and road through tho bot¬ 
tom of tho glaaa. 


FUNSPOT 


^ / 


n 


SLIP SLIDE' "Way to go'" cries Junior, slipping down the water 
slide Add these colors 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—LI 
brown S—Ptesh tones 6—LI green 7—Ok brown S—Lt purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points for using all the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

PRESTIGE 


THEN score 2 points each lor all 
words ol four lettars or more 
found among tha lettars 

Try to Kara at least M paints. 

tut Md uwjBnis siqitsod 
































11th Quwtion: In family planning tarmi> 
nology, what la “Catataria Choica”? 
(Shuvomoy Ghatak, Room No. 53, N.R.S. 
Madical Collaga, Boy’a Hoatal, Calcutta 
700014) 

4/ia; To offar all mathoda of contracap- 
tion to nawly marriad couplaa, from which Individuala 
can chooaa according to thair naada and wlahaa and 
to promota family planning. 



R P. Chattenae reports on 
the inter-school Quiz of 
the Year “Cued up students 
all below class VIII Colourful 
balloons to signal Oie 'start' 
A quiz master coolly in con¬ 
trol A‘live round'thrown In 
for good measure Along 
with music and video clips 
Enthusiasm and exuber¬ 
ance A1000 strong audi¬ 
ence 

“Put all these together 
Chum It around And what 
do you have? The grand final 
of the ever-popular Maggi 
WIz Quiz Contest,by far the 
biggest annual quiz event for 
schools in the country 
"There were five regional 
finals in Calcutta where over 
120 schools participated 
Maggi quizzes were also 
held In Howrah, Chandanna- 
gore, Durgapur, Siliguri and 
10 other venues Back to the 
afternoon that held centre 
stage the grand final 
“The standard (by any 
standard') was excellent 
The casual visitor would nev¬ 
er have imagined that chil¬ 
dren below the age of 14 
could know the difference 
between ‘audience and 
'spectator' Or, better still, 
'murder' and 'manslaughter' 
(Check your dictionary for 
the answers) The young 
quizzards knew It all ex¬ 
tracts from Julius Caesar, 
Gremlins II, Pooja Bhatt a- 
mazlng' 

“There were a few 
dampeners, however A 
thundershower, loadshed¬ 
ding and a lightman who al¬ 
ways misinterpreted the in¬ 
struction ‘lights off as ‘lights 
on' dunng the video round 
“It was a dose contest 
With two rounds to go there 
were at least seven teams in 
with a chance And even 
quiz master Derek O Brian 
admitted it was ‘one-of the 
most exdting finishes I've 
witnessed' St James, St 
Xavier's, South Point, Don 
Bosco, Loreto House, St 
Mary's Dum Dum and La 
Martinlere Boys were just a 
few points apart 
“St James moved into top 
gear at this stage opening up 
a gap of over five points 
With two questions to go 
South Point and St Xavier's 


were going hammer and 
tongs for second place St 
Xavier's, answenng a bonus, 
levelled with South Point 


(Who are the Calcutta Inter- 
school rugby champions? 
Ans Armenian College) It 
was only the last question of 


the evening which saw 
South Point beating St 
Xavier's to secorxf spot with 
St James’ winning the Maggi 
WIz Quiz trophy for the 
second time in three years " 

“Who were the Chicago 
Eight?” This question comes 
from Debnath Shah, Calcut¬ 
ta 6 

In 1969, eight antiwar 
activists went on tnal in Chi¬ 
cago as leaders of the 1968 
Democrati<:;,National Con¬ 
vention demonstrations It 
was the first case tried under 
the anW-not section of the 
1968 Civil Rights Act 
Although only five of the de¬ 
fendants actually had been 
involved in planning the de¬ 
monstrations, conspiracy 
charges were based on the 
proposition that all eight men 
(some of whom had never 
met each other) had In mind 
a "similar intent’’ to provoke 
a not when they came to Chi¬ 
cago Animosity between the 
defendants and presiding 
justice Julius Hoffman sur¬ 
faced immediately when 
attorney William Kunstler 
asked for a mistnal because 
of the incnminating way Hoff¬ 
man read the charges More 
than 20 other motions for 
mistrial were to follow Dur¬ 
ing the course of the trial. 
Black Panther defendant 
Bobby Seale s comments so 
enraged Judge Hoffman that 
to silence Seale, he was im- 
pnsoned for contempt of 
court At the end of the five- 
month tnal, all defendants 
were cleared of conspiracy 
charges but five were found 
guilty of crossing state lines 
to incite a not In addition, 
Hoffman meted out con¬ 
tempt of court charges to all, 
including a four-year sent¬ 
ence for Kunstler The con¬ 
victions were over-turned in 
1972 by the US Court of 
Appeals 

Postscript: Entries for the 
Argus Close-Up Quiz, 1990, 
close on October 15 Entry 
forms available at 
Dalhousie Institute, Ashok 
Book Centre. Ganahat, Mod- 
errfBook Stores, Dover Lane 
and Deep Enterpnse, 

Ekdalia 
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1 QUESTIONS 

1 



akurts, 


uitted for the firat tims In 
the journal ©acfrfoaf CSUmr 
munkMon as foHows->“if 
common toperitfsps Mi , 
used, the mprocKicti^ Is 
obtfl^dln—.'FHtlnfoe 
miasirw word. (Q. Rejeev 
Pilial, Calcutta 25) 

2. Where wms India's first 
automatic telephone ex^- 
chanps installed? 
(JitydeepOuN Thal< 
CafeuttaSS) 

9. Under what pseudonym 
<9d co-authors Fredertck 
Darmay and Manfred B 
Lee wrfte? (^nlya Pafoak, 
Qiiwahatt21) 

4. After whom Is the library 
of the UNOhamed? (Sul^ 
rata Haidar, Tribeni 3) 

5. In wh^ turn Madhun 

Otidt rrake her debut? 
dMenoharMancW, 

tfsfIsetirDeirtcx 

_ iihbt,C^uit454j 
7i< Recording to official , 
mi^ wMdh Is the lovw# 
hSt on Eai^(Jeved 4 
NWwt,^U0utai46} > 

merHesI 


let^Aqd pue leojOotoMO^ed 
touVWWtMO-«o)P«»d 
•sjd ti ^eqtoui tus^odke 
us)^Aqpo(||euiV% 

teejep JO eSMseSw^}^ 

peuieduoo we pue uojsses 
tjj 8| weqM 'ajmeieiOej 
Mguo^eiqaweJtueo 
•ifoO scMcm etiuM 'UOfUldO 


ipoq 0U(9uengut u) jfoiMjei 
-u) eje sdnouS ejnsssjd ‘9 

jijUJtyef,jemotM 
jeijti^^eaMeqs 
euMM peujjoppd SQM e/UBA 
ueeq e tiboicjtm Qt uone^ 
-do injsssoonde wou^tib 
AqisqtsjyaMtmiwe^'t 





^ .... 

'Bjje$ teifosdujo^i 
pou«uj|ootime<i!«'i 

'lOU JdJBUliOU M 

•jsifoitaMm 8{fui«jq jeweMM 
wo(piqjewop«t|diP9S 
aqt uo pepejd segih^iq. 


. - fill 
y.Whatl 


Kurnev BIT Sfo 
9/Is 019 dWemnoe >'I 
between mebbure grout^'" 
and1bbbw?{Bi^ay Oay- 
#.RSRCh{2) 

19. whtdisthe Lamaze 
tec^ique? (Othello 
Ma:t^ooimdei’>BoralS) 
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gurgle 

^ CLANK I^HomPchomP 
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A^ooSE i& 

RAiQih4G OUR 
REFRiGERAlOR 
AQA\lA 


od mm 


MO, 

CHESTER, 
IT'S 3UST 
OUR CAT 


TMAT POESM'T SOUMP 
LIKE OUR CAT 


tt mm 


AKf! 

ARF. 

ER* • * * 
X MEAK 

MEOW/ 
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She didn’t throw ui the towel as she is prone to do. This time Gabriela 



abatini put in some tremendous legwork m the US 


top-seeded Steffi Graf sweat it out plenty. And the great Graf was downed. 








CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE 1 


The discerning eye can see beyond the 
obvious. Far beyond the intricate form 
of this DdivarB Temple situated on the 
extensive pateau of Mount Abu is the 
Aravalli mountains of Kajasthan. Of 
white marble, Ibe interior is lavish in 
sculpture and aichiteclural 
decoration. Cohimns, ceilings, porticos 
and cells, display marUe figures based 
on geometrical mandala with super* 
imposed planes and concentric rings 
in the form a star. In each tell is a 
polished stone Idol representinga 
tirthankara or ]ain sainL 

Cmitnries have roiled by, Momunents, 
gyeal and small, have come to jdeni 
our land. The men who made these 
aesthetic masterpieces passible woe 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the blacksmith. It was that forgotten 
furnace which forged steel tools and 
implenieiils, however crude and 
archaic. Thus, the backbone of such 
sweeping creativity was, as always, 
technology. In a word, steel forghig. 
And centuries of steel forging in India 
is today reaching a lechnolo^cal 
zenith with POWMEX STEELS. 

POWMEX is emeiging as Asia's first 
plant to produce High Speed Steel and 
Super High Speed Steels throng 
Powder Capsule Foigiiig Technology. 

POWMEX, In coUabontion with the 
wotid leader BOHLEK of AUSnUA is 
setting up a 8s. 700 miffioa high tech 
plant near Titlagarh in Orissa. This 


will pul the Indun High Speed Steel 
on par with the finest available in the 
wo^ POWMEX product mix 
includes both Tui^a and 
Molybdenum Hijdb ^leed Steels of 
variw sections in rounds, flats and 
•quares^ and are indispensable for 
making drills, reamers, dies, forming 
tools, punches, special bearings etc. 
The toris made out of Super High 
Speed Steels will bring about a 
aeachanga In their durabUlty and 
quality turning out better components. 

POWMEX reduces imports and saves 
predou Foreign exchange to uphold 
the country’s Meal of ielf*ceiianceand 
growth. 


rPOWMEx l 


Powmex Stteti Limited 

(ANASSBnDtMTOFinCOll 
ASankMin Office S■^S>UA laid Ns >a 
ln|«Hilkll;dnU*SSISM 
loWnd Officr Ttrix Botuib M OiBM. 


POWMEX *- Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 


















UK luw Sttrltiig 

Stunningly beautiful 
State of the art technology 
combined together to evolve 
a new standi^ m 
rcffigeraloPi ( rtated by a 
team of engineers whose 
mission IS not to follow the 
market but to lead the 
refrigerator world 

Artistic Sterling 

' I(K)% Polyurethane Foam 
insulation Avoids 
sweating of the 
refrigerator even m high 
humidity conditions 

* SupenorSAN 
matenal-Cnsper, Baffle 
Tray, Butter/ ( heese ( best 
and ad|ustable Bottle 
Shelves 

* Supenor design for 
maximum storage space 
Removable egg tray for 
extra storage - a special 
feature for vegetanans 

* A large Chill Tray with a 
unique Dnp Tray for easy 
removal of defrosiexl 
water 







Sterling 

Refrigerators 
Styled in Eurojje 
Engineered in America 


Sterli 



* All steel construction and 
tough ABS Imer 

* Available m a wide range 
of attractive colours 

Sterling lechnology 

* Internationally renowned 
‘Power Saver’ compressor 

* Cools supeifist, makes lo 
even bster 

* Withstands wide voltage 
fluctuations 

No voltaige stabilizer 
is required if die 
operating Tolti^ Is 
iritfain 1^260V. 

* Consumes muumal 
electnaty 

* Automahe defrost (pash 
button) 

rhenew Sterling. 

It IS beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
introduced m the market 
With a proven, dependable 
after sales service It’s no 
mere refiigerator It’s the 
Sterhng 


The 165 litre premium quality refrigerator 

Sold and serviced by BepoMaeUneryUnfUJ Pngati Tower, 26 Rapndn Place, NcwDdhi-llOOOa 
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Beware, Calcutta 

The cover story on AIDS 
(August 19) was alamang 
and may create a fear 
psychosis among readers. 
All those who have HIV 
virus do not contract AIDS. 
Victims of the dreaded dis¬ 
ease have been treated as 
lepers in our country and 
doctors and nurses refuse 
to treat them for fear of 
catching the disease them¬ 
selves. 

The government or 
some weVare organisation 
should set up hospitals ex¬ 
clusively for the treatment 
of AIDS patients. 

S.K. Moorthy, 

Calcutta 


blood fwoduct does not 
necessarily imply that it is 
haemqrfiilia. 

Subhajit Banerjee, 
Durgapur (W.B.) 

■ The article purports to 
give us data, the sources of 
which have not been speci¬ 
fied. One such example is 
that (Calcutta alone has one 
lakh haemophiliacs. I am 
sure there cannot be any 
source wluch can feed such 
information to the repor¬ 
ters. 

Incidentally, in India, the 
population of haemophiliacs 
has not even been esti¬ 
mated. On a standard 
assumption accepted by 
the World Federation of 
Haemophilia, the number is 


An electronic picture of 

■ Statistics say that there 
could be one haemophiliac 
in every 10,000 male chil¬ 
dren bom. (kiing by this, 
the number of haemophi¬ 
liacs should be around 
1,000 if we suppose the 
popi^tion of Calratta, m- 
chiding its suburbs, to be 
around a crore. 

Further, it appears from 
your articie that haemophi¬ 
lia comprises thalasaenua 
and leukemia. It is imfbr- 
tunate that such an impor¬ 
tant investigative report 
has been printed without 
v^tfcation by a haemato- 
lorot. 

Neither thabsaemia nor 
leukemia ik related to 
haenumhifiB in any way.' 
Transmskm of blood or any 


an AIDS affected cell 

a maximum of 7,000 for the 
whole of West Bengal! 

One expected more dili¬ 
gence and care from a 
newspaper of your 
standing. 

Malay Shanker 

Bhattacbarya, 

HooghlyfW.B.) 

■ It was incorrectly stated 
that AIDS is not yet in the 
medical curriculum. 
However, your sincerity in 
highlighti^ the magnitude 
of the pr^lem was com¬ 
mendable. 

The state ^vemment 
should take serious note of 
tins, otherwise Calcutta 
may be devastated beyond 
imagination, 

S.$. Mitra, Cakama 


Monimoy Daagupta 
and Amit Ukil repfy: 

Yes, Mr Bhattacharya 
you are right—"the popula¬ 
tion of haemophiliacs in In¬ 
dia has not even been esti¬ 
mated." And that is pre¬ 
cisely the reason why we 
‘diligently’ contacted as 
many doctors as we could, 
including top haematolog- 
ists, pathologists and blo^ 
bank medical officers, to 
arrive at a figure on our 
own. After exercising a lot 
of ‘care’ and caution we 
estimated the number of 
haemophiliacs m Calcutta 
as one lakh. 

Like all cnme is not re¬ 
ported to the police, simi¬ 
larly all haemophiliacs need 
not necessarily report their 
case to the World Federa¬ 
tion of Haemophilia. Do 
you expect a haemophiliac 
tucked away in one remote 
village of India to be aware 
of the existence of such an 
organisation and report his 
case to them? 

Mr Banerjee, we believe 
more in our findings than in 
statistics, which are mostly 
lies. Nowhere have we said 
that haemophilia, tha- 
lasaemiaand leukemia arc 
the same. What we have 
said is all suffering from 
these diseases need blood 
transfusion and blood pro¬ 
duct injections from time to 
time, and demarcated them 
as high-risk groups. The 
blorxl taken for transfus¬ 
ion IS often from profes¬ 
sional bkiod donors, the 
majority of whom have 
been found to be HIV 
(AIDS vuTis) positive, and 
the blood products are also 
manufactured from the 
plasma taken from their 
blood. 

Mr Mitra, do you think 
just a sketchy mention of 
AIDS, among other sexual¬ 
ly transmittra diseases, in 
the five-year MBBS curri¬ 
culum is sufficient. Let us 
be more rational in our 
thinking. After aO, all of us 
first go to a general practi¬ 
tioner—an MBBS—and 
then to a specialist 


The Telegraph 

7 (XTOBER 1990 



Rampant poaching 
in the forests of Kerala, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu is 
threatening the very survival 
of the Indian tuskers A 
report. 


Broadway is 

where dreams and nightmares 
are strange bedfellows 


Objects of decay 
can also become subjects of 
great beauty. An exciting 
photofeature. 
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antha embroideiy, in its 
ancient traditional forai 
of all'over quilting on 
untailored layers of fabric, 
needs no introduction in Cal* 
cutta. But, the concept of us¬ 
ing this common-o’-garden 
running stitch, to embellish a 
single layer of fobric for saris 
and modm, tailored outfits, is 
comparatively recent 
h the days of yore, each 
kantha made was a work of 
art created with the labour 
and love of several women in a 
bmily. The rich cultural herit¬ 
age with which every woman 
of Bengal is endowed was, 
perhaps, at its natural best in 
the ancient Bitjni kanthas. The 
t»edle and the thread formed 
the paint and the brush, the 
tibrics, the canvas, and each 
woman behind it became a 
veritable artist. The nimble 
fingers of the ‘artist’ led the 
nee^e and thread in any direc¬ 
tion desired, taking millions of 
immaculate, correctly placed 
stitches, weaving the most in¬ 
tricate webs of embroidery in 
myriad colours. They would 
incorporate human and divine 
forms, the flora and fauna of 
Bengal, and often entire 
scenes from the epics. Each 
artist dipped into the individual 
experiences of her everyday 
life, and often an inner world of 
fantasy, and spread it across 
the multilayered fabric, pro- 
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ducing an original piece of 
great beauty, everytime. 
There are several instances of 
ancient Bengali poets singing 
praises of these gorgeous 
kanthas. And, for obvious 
reasons, each kantha remained 
in the house as an heirloom, or 
was gifted to the dearly be¬ 
loved. 

Now, kantha embroidery is 
being done in every village 
home for commercial pur¬ 
poses. The credit for this must 
go to the untiring efforts of 
some women’s organisations 
in Shantiniketan and Calcutta. 
A couple of decades ago, they 
started with embroidered 
shawls and sans, and sold 
them initially in urban Bengal 
and, then, through various 
emporiums, in Delhi and Bom¬ 
bay. This form of embellish¬ 
ment was well received by 


those who saw it, andsotmthe 
populatity of the kantha stitch 
increased. Stxne enterprising 
young designen in Calcutta 
began using this stitch not only 
on saris and shavds, but on 
tailored Indian outfits, as well. 

Not a day too eariy, kantha 
embroidery has spread like 
wildfire. It has found its way 
into the wardrobes of the most 
elite women (and men) in In¬ 
dia, and it is expected that 
soon there will be an increas¬ 
ing demand from across the 
, seas as well. 

Not surprisingly, then, the 
concepts of colour and design 
have undergone a sea change, 
guided by some of the leading 
designers of the country. The 
motifs are often being styled 
for urban tastes, and the col¬ 
ours are not used at random, 
but are grouped together for 
tonal harmony. To make it 
more affordable, sometimes 
only traces of the sbtch are 
strategicafly placed on the gar¬ 
ment, for a most bewitching 
effect. However, there are 
also some groups of women 
who are retaining the original 
designs and colours, and the 
fineness of embroidery being 
done is unmatched. Each piece 
produced by these groups is 
more stunning than Uie other; 
every piece is a masteipiece, 
as g(^ as the one hanging in a 
museum. 


Many designers of r^te 
from Bombay and Delhi are 
flocking to (Calcutta in search 
of good kanthar ka^. As s re¬ 
sult hundreds of hmtha bouti¬ 
ques have mushroomed in the 
city. Has this resulted in un¬ 
healthy rivalry between the 
various groups? 

The answer is a definite 
"No” from a leading kantha 
designer erf Calcutta. “Ttere is 
no such tlung as competition in 
this field. The talent and the 
artistry of the women of Ben¬ 
gal form an inexhaustible re¬ 
source. The more demand 
there is for kantha embroid¬ 
ery, tile greater will be the 
number of women at /work, 
and the greater will be the ing¬ 
enuity a^ a creativity which 
goes into this art form. Each 
group merely works towards a 
fuller utilisation of this re¬ 
source." 

It gladdens one’s heart to 
see so many women, young 
and old alike, focussing their 
attention on this art form, 
which is actually a craft, but 
requires no training and no 
tools. Their effort has result^ 
not only in the revival of tins 
tradition, but has also given an 
increasing number of village 
women an opportunity to util¬ 
ise their leisure hours firuitful- 
ly, producing a mind-lMggiing 
variety of kantha creations. ■ 



BARTER BANK 


•Wristwatches: 1 offer a 
Tissot gold-plated automatic 
ivnstwatch in repairable condi¬ 
tion (with all Its original parts) 
worth Rs 3500 for a car stereo 
or any othfer thing of corres¬ 
ponding value. I also offer one 
digital' calculator-cum- 
wristwatch with alarm and 
hourly chime for Sony or TDK 
blank cassettes or anything of 
corresponding value. Contact 
P. Metra. 1^71, Caicutta-Wl. 
• Books: 1 wish to exchange 
Numencal Problems m Phy¬ 
sics by N.Subramanium and 
Brijlal and General and Inorga¬ 
nic Chemistry by P.K.Dutt. 
for a good dictionary (Bengali 
to En^sh) or anything of cor¬ 
responding value. Write to 


Bhairab Mandal, Lalbazar, 
Kulti. Burdwan-713 .343 
•Cassettes; 1 offer 10 cas¬ 
settes of recorded western 
pop songs and ten best seller 
novels in excellent condition 
for a Spanish guitar. Write to 
Farhat Abbas. 181/B, Park 
Street, Calcutta-17 
•Posters: I would like to 
exchange 20 posters of nation¬ 
al and international cricket 
stars for audio cassettes of old 
Hindi film songs or anything of 
corresponding value. Contact 
Deeptikanta ‘Tnakur, p.o. Bur- 
la, Qr no. F4316, dist: Sambal- 
pur, Onssa,768017. 

•Novels and cassettes: 1 
offer cassettes of WHAM, 
Madonna’s L/ke a Prayer, 


SAX-lnstrumental Hits, 
Ktshore ki Yaden and sad 
songs of Lata for anything of 
corresponding value. 1 also 
offer novels by Alistair Mac¬ 
leans and The Mastet of the 
Game by Sidney Sheldon for 
Sidney Sheldon’s Bloodline or 
Irvmg Wallace’s The Seventh' 
Secret. Write to Navm Kumar, 
c/o A.K. Singh, Phukan All, 
Tarajan, Jorhat-1. 
•Walkman, stamps, cas¬ 
sette and foreign coins: 1 
offer many foreign stamps and 
coins of US, UK, Germany. 
France, Norway. Greece, 
Argentina and many other 
countries, a Walkman and a 
blank cassette for some other 
foreign coins or anything of 


corresponding value. Contact 
A.A. Sarkar, 81-1, Phears 
Lane, Calcutta-12. 

• Musical instruments and 
cyclostyle machine: I 

would like to exchange a tabla, 
an absolutely new Hero brand 
exercise cycle (FITKIT) and a 
cyclostyle machine for things 
of corresponding value. Con¬ 
tact Raj Shah, 255 B.B. 
Ganguly Street, Calcutta-70ti 
012 . 

•Guitar: 1 want to exchange 
a new guitar in fine condition 
for a Walkman or anything of 
corresponding value. Contact 
Suman Das, 153 Santoshpur 
Avenue, Calcutta-75. 


5 






On the bee ot it, Me was a mixture of 
the quaint and the archaic. Every year the 
OeSce virtually dosed to attend the Lord’s 
Test Match, where MIS had an unofSdai 
patch in the Lord’s Tavern. And every 
mornmg senior oScers. almost without 
exception, spent the first half hour of the 
day on The Times crossword. The scram¬ 
bled telephones, which normaOy hummed 
with the most hi^y dasaiSed secrets in 
die Western world, relayed a senes of 
bixarre, coded questions from office to 
ofBce. 

"My left rump is giving me trouble, ’’ 
meanii^ "I can’t make head or tail of seven 
down in the bottom left-hand comer, ’’ or 
"My right breast is vacant," meaning 
“What the beU is twelve across m the 
middie?” Courtney Young, who ran the 
Soviet Counterespionage Section (Dl) in 
the 1950s, was the undisputed ^curity 
Service crossword king. He always 
claimed that it was too easy to do the 
crossword with a penal. He claimed to do 
itaihis head instead. For a year I watched 
him do this, until finally I could resist the 
temptation no longer. I challenged him, 
whereupon he immeihately wrote in each 
answer without hesitation. Every night for 
a week / had to stand drinks for a gleeful 
Courtney in the local pub. —From Spy- 
catcher by Peter Wri^t 

P aul Sherman might well have had to 
return to En^and without striking 
success in Amsterdam had he not 
known how to crack cryptic clues. His 
meeting with the drug-pedlars at the har¬ 
bour would have never matenabsed. nor 
would have Alistair Maclean’s best-seller 
success with Puppet on a Cham. 

That the drug-pedlars had chosen to 
conduct correspondence in cryptic clues 
was their only singular oversight- Perhaps 
they had themselves foUen addicts to the 
not-so-recent class of brain-teasers called 
crossword puzzles. Future organisations 
will hopefully keep in mind that crossword 
solvers now niunber upwards of 20 million 
in Europe and 30 million in the USA. In 
America, the crossword outstrips chess, 
bridge and checkers to rank as the nation’s 
most popular pastime. 

'The populanty is unprecedented. Of the 
thousarids of newspapers and magazines 
that enter the publication pipeline every 
day and week, more than 92 per cent 
cany a regular crossword. Omission of the 
feature, rare as it is, is only greeted with 
howls and scowls from readers. During 
the Worid War II, British newspapers 
slimmed down to a mere four pages but 
the crossword had to be continued. Then 
there was Ronald Knox in a BBC TV soap 
opera who asks his wife to spend time 
over crosswords instead of sitting there 
and dreaming of her lover! 

To be sure, crosswords are fun and 
much more than that. They are exhilarat¬ 
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ing, thrilling, dejecting, exciturg and frus¬ 
trating. Addiction to the armch^ exercise 
has prompted such bizarre comparisons as 
with drinidng coffee and watching movies. 
Some perfectly balanced gentlemen in the 
past have gone to the extent of depriving 
themselves of their daily crossword as a 
form of dour self-puiushment. 

What an everlasting lollipop his idea 
would become, Arthur Wyrme could never 
have guessed. He created the first cross¬ 
word puzzle in 1913 while working upon 
the following acrostic puzzle: 

PHASE 

HOVEL 

AVOID 

SEINE 

ELDER 

Such puzzles had been in existence for a 


ManishJainonthe 
evolution and popularity of 


crosswords 


long time. Wynne’s minor change and ma¬ 
jor revolution was to make the words 
g(^ across different from the words 
going down. His brainwave was &st pub- 
fished in New York’s WorU in December, 
1913. 

It has been more than three quarters of 
a century since, and the Word-Cross—as 
the World had christened it, has come a 
long, long way indeed. The present aoss- 
word is not onty structurally different from 
Wynne’s origi^ creation, but in some 
aspects fiintbmentaily too. Today’s puz¬ 
zles consist of a grid of black and white 
squares in vertical and horizontal series. 
The white squares are for writing the 
answers in, vdiOe the black squares for 
separating the white ones. Though there 
exist no puritanical ordinaiKes on this, a 
standard pazz)e like that of The Tones or 
The Guardian can be expected to have not 
mcHre than around a quarter of its squares 
black. Clues to the answers are provided 
separately with the number of letters in 
each answer stated parenthetically. Clues 
normally appear in the form of simple sent¬ 
ences or phrases. Variations do occur. 


While some crosswords give clues in the 
form of a conversation or rhym^ cou- 
l^ets, others may skip the puzzle diagram 
altogether. 

Just after its birth, Wynne’s brainchfid 
apparently had quite a roughshod ride, 
being conned to the 'r»n-U class' soc»ty 
of America. Among men of import, its 
popularity remained modest enou^ ^ it 
was looked upon as demeaning by the 
supposed intellectuals. For a full decade, 
the crossword remained within its mother- 
nation, USA. 

In 1924 however the crossword snap¬ 
py out of Umbo. It aossed the Atlantic to 
hit the pages of London’s Times, white cm 
the other side of the ocean, ^ World 
made the crossword puzzle a daily featwe. 
Simultaneously, Max Schuster and 
Richard Simon compiled the first book on 
crosswords which, aided and a^tted by 
the skyrocketing sales of Roget’s The¬ 
saurus, crossed the 400,000 maik before 
one could utter jackanapes. It was the 
London Times v^ch provided the cross¬ 
word ite final ordeaL When the newspap¬ 
er, Britain’s premier tabloid, made tlw 
crossword a regular feature, a fairly knotty 
situation arose. 'The earls and barons be¬ 
gan shouting their throats hoarse, and 
even others accused the newspaper of 
compromising its dignity by publishing 
such frivolous material. 

There are mcxnents which will live fore¬ 
ver in history for the sheer fate of issues 
they have decided. In hobby aniuds, this 
was doubtlessly one such juncture. The 
publishers of Times must be congratulate 
for their ingenious thinking to save the 
newspaper as weO as Wynne's creation. In 
a tnmiendous attempt to make cross- 
wrds look respectabte, they softly pub- 
fished more of them in Greek and L^nl 
The newspaper stayed, and along with it 
the crossword. 

The crossword, in fact more than 
stayed. Starting with French (in which it 
came to be called tes mots aroises), it 
invaded other languages like a most wel¬ 
come virus. Today, puzzles are printed in 
almost every kmgulge excepting those 
fike Chinese udiich do not tend thonselvea 
to acrosB-and-down manipulations. A 
bilingual verskm at Canada provides En- 
and Frendi dues for the same cross- 



word grid and can be scdved m either 

lanflvage- 

credit goes to the New York 
Times for introducing sudi novelties as 
using popular phrases m place of just 
words for the answers, quotations with 
missing words, and proper names 
Together with tlm Times of London, it 
revohitionieed the word-game The con¬ 
tribution of these two was phenomenal m 
ousting morbid, obsolete words (for exam¬ 
ple ecru, mtus, apse) and m developmg 
the more mvolved crossword with cleverly 
desi^ied dues. 

liiat about sums up the direction of the 
crossword's evolution Answers, in gener¬ 
al, have beoime less obscure and the clues 
leading upto them more shrewdly dis 
guised “The compiler's job, we think”, 
said Elizabeth and Derek Jewell of the 
Sunday Times, "is to wrap up reasonably 
ordinary words m clues which are ulti¬ 
mately seen to be fair by the solver, but 
which till the moment of breakthrough dis¬ 
guise the answer m the wittiest possible 
way” This is especially true of the cryptic 
crossword where the compiler makes life 
ddficult with a wide variety of word play 
techniques—anagrams, inversions, con¬ 
tained words, word-division, puns, subtle 
references to literature, sports, arts and 
so on In the other type of crossword, the 
quick one, dues are provided by way of 


synonyms or direct references. That 
makes the brainwrecking ability of this 
crossword for less than the cryptic one’s 

With their raving charm and chaDen^ 
therefore cryptic crosswords reign sup¬ 
reme For that and also for the interested 
reader’s sake, we need to have a closer 
look at them 

Essentially, a cryptic clue is an unde¬ 
marcated marriage of two sub-clues one 
sub-clue defining the answer-word or 
phrase—this is placed at one end of the 
clue, and the other, the structural or the 
constructive part, showing how to con¬ 
struct the answer In conjunction, the two 
sub clues furnish a unique, crosschecked 
answer For example, m the clue ‘Yielding 
to famous actress who receives a wing 
(6)’, the answer 'bowmg’ is defined by 
‘yieldmg', while the construction comes 
tlus way Bo (from Bo Derek, the famous 
actress) + wing = bowing [The plus op¬ 
eration IS earned out in response to ‘re¬ 
ceives’] 

This IS only one of the many ways of 
speafying the construction The technique 
most popular with compilers is, yes, the 
anagram In cryptic clues, anagrams are 
indicated by words like new, badly and 
random lo illustrate this, '•onsider the 
clue 

‘Is ,t edible in the absence of tea, say' 

No, no. It IS badly prepared (5)’ 


The reader should note that ‘tea’ can be 
pronounced (or ‘said’) simply as‘t’ which is 
to be absent The construction, therefore, 
is: (no + no -t- It — t) badly = onion, 
which IS an edible The reader should also 
note how the compiler, the perpetual sad¬ 
ist that he is, does not hesitate to take 
liberties with punctuation 

Other words that indicate an anag- 
rammatic construction tnchide chaos, dis¬ 
guised, aimless; storm, damaged, mad, 
out, perhaps; vanety; altered, woolly, 
turned, loose; embarrassed, make, find; 
build, brdten,etc 

Another widely used tnck is word- 
divisKHi m which the answer-word splits 
into two parts which are themselves 
words The Bo Derek chie is an example 
of this sort In a second vanety of the 
word-division technique, the two words do 
not link up end to end Instead, one is 
contained m the other, like in ‘In charge 
outside the camp with some motive (9)?’ 

‘Charge’ is often represented by ‘lon’, 
whOe ‘camp’ stands for ‘tent’ Therefore, 
‘m-ion’ surrounds (‘outside’) ‘tent’ to give 
‘intention’ (or motive) 

Just the reverse is the technique of 
contauied words, perhaps the sunplest of 
all Instead of joining words, one now has 
to pick out a part of the clue which gives 
the answer For uistance, in ‘Roam in 
Berlin, Germany (6)’, the word ‘in’ indi¬ 
cates that a part of'b-e-r 1 1 n-g e r-m-a-n- 
y’ meaning ‘roam’ is the answer This 
obviously IS ‘linger’ 

Somewhat more difficult than contained 
words IS the method of inversion ‘Full of 
back-fire, one end to the other end (4)’, is 
the example we take up By now, the 
reader must have got suffiaent hang not to 
be sent off searching for names of guns 
and cars famous for their backfire The 
answer, ui fact, is the ‘back’ or reverse 
‘f-i-r-e’, that is 'enf with ‘e’ (one end of 
‘enf) transported to the other end This 
gives us ‘rife’ which means ‘full of You 
can also expect ’raise’, ‘chmb’, ‘upset’ and 
‘retrograde’ for inversion 

'The most brutal clues, however, are 
denved by none of the above techniques 
More often than not, they are parented by 
double meanings and puns You mii^t 
possibly twist every grey cell you have and 
still land up on the losing side with the clue 
'rainfall indicator (6)’ 'ITie answer is sur- 
pnsingly simple shower (to indicate is to 
show') 

The problem with such clues is that they 
do not have a construction format The 
solution, therefore, depends entirely on 
the solver's agibty in recognismg the pun 
Similarlv, for the clue ‘Slide on a piece of 
paper (4)’, one has to know that a common 
word for ‘slide’ and ‘a piece of paper’ is 
‘slip', exactly what we want 

In addition to all these, one has to know 
certain standard abbreviations and conven¬ 
tions widely used in cryptic crosswords. 


CRACKING CRYPTIC 
CLUES 


1. Tree wiA reactionary name in bri- 

rireKnaa. ('tree' is W; Reaction- 
’«ty Mme’ b ans grewtoati c Wne*. 

FIR + (ana8.J KAME ^ 
FiXEsMANi whtgnyoitshidl&idirt 
rifotirigide. 

'jL Uareewtib Women's Institute with 
tafaBYissed ftnh (7). 

' WinfiR (WoRiBCt instittite •» WI; 

nftiiimesed flu^ * ansgranima- 
A (k "wtA'; hence WI + (anag.) 
- >FtU8H - WISHFUL, which 
Imreafietk'). 

tMho keeps one strd#t (S). 
(Yaw nder is your Bid 

iKtcR madobyth^ 

« ^ blWfc dfiM Wiers 

w sdfien, Mon^thn one 
WlmnlbR b « ‘node htce* 
dMvitA 1)^ ensgtbnnqatUtag 'wore 

000 sritOssk 
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Amaaoa (mortung => am, one a: 
endless region « sone - e « son; 
hence, AM-A<-ZON, the long 
river). 

S. Baby clothes still coming in after 
hours (7), 

Layette (still « yet; after hours 
late; ’yet’m late’ = ‘layette’ or 
baby clothes) 

7. Bacchus’ personality cau^t in 
moving air (4, 3). 

Wine god. (moving air ■> wind; 
persoi^y “ egex ’ego’ in ‘wind’ 
gives "wine god* or Btrechus). 

S. Want hatred to crumble <6). 
Dearth. (Anagrammatise ‘hatred’ 
to getwhich is shortage or 

t. Not dlite a fifty mriority (5). 

(fifty « L; maioiity « 
most; a ftlty maiority » a-T-most, 
means not qi^. 

19. He fovea to make cans ffice eggs 

( 9 ). 

Cassanova. (fike aS; eggs 
ova; anagrammatise 'cans as ova’ 
td get Casaanova, tbe tover). 
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ACROSS 

1 Oainthoroughknowtodge of parts 
and produce supreme works of art 
( 12 ) 

8 Not let-up for the wealthy? (7) 

9 One about to come down to Pad¬ 
dy's place (7) 


1 1 Wine mhnufactured by Irish orga¬ 
nisation (7) 

1 2 Paces, it is said, the Asiatic plains 
(7) 

13 Revellers go out on this Oemtan 
river (5) 

14 Constellation of high signifioanoe 
to pessimistte share-dealer (S, 4), 

16 Club teams who got cavalier ti^- 
menf^ (9) 


19 Seen to perform about-turn and 
follow (5). 

21 Argument put to teachers by crank 

(7). 

Officer has a point about murdarsr 
(7). 

24 Has forty winks bt rearward rows 
espsoialV (7). 

25 What Is owed to audHors on arUval 

28 l*ossibly Is put on a Hst of condi¬ 
tions (12). 

DOWN 

1 Grumble at being one degree be¬ 
low (7) 

2 Set out to annoy but with barren 
result (7) 

3 Foreign journalist going out and 
getting cut off (9) 

4 Works ditigently to cover untruth 
with alterthought (5). 

5 Essential part of earth for example 
(7) 

6 Specimen palm perhaps In flower 
(7). 

7 What officer may be given as a 
duty (12) 

10 Diplomacy shown by tactful head 
( 12 ) 

IS Cost at sea of a boundary for 
Yoikshlre? (4, 5) 

17 Letters leaving office for Isolated 
station (7) 

18 Doesn't go to bed In more expen¬ 
sive corsets? (5, 2) 

19 Grass constitutss part of content 
(7) 

20 Wizard-priests' fake solution (7) 

22 Support for board from teasellers 
(6) 


We hst the important ones below 
Accounts—ac, Diana—di for exam¬ 
ple—eg, bachelor/degree—ba, master— 
ma, left—1, right—r, railway—ry/rly, 
doctor—dr/mb/ms/mo, point—pt. revolu¬ 
tionary—ira, companj—co general— 
gen, editor or joumabst—ed, street/road/ 
way— St, father—pa, mother—ma, 
ancient city—ur, communist—red kiss— 
X, circle, love, nng—o, direction—n, s. e, 
or w, point—n. s, e. or w, order—obe 
companion of honour—ch, former or 
late—ex, the French—le, la, or les, Ita¬ 
lian—il, Spanish—el. American—us 
Scot—lan writer—pen, painter = brush 
at home—m, away—out all right—ok, 
Edward—ted, Tom—cat, one—i/a, 
man—he, female—she, loud strong—f, 
sailor—ab. quarter—ne, se, nw or ws 
morning—am, record, disc—ep/lp, adver 
tisement—ad. first class—ai, upper 
class—u, queen—re, kmg—r, publicity 
man—pro, soldier—gi, ship, liner—rms, 
enguieers—re. girl—eve, navy, sailors— 
m, artist, or painter—ra, bloomer—flow 
ec soft, quiet (v soft)—p (pp). concern¬ 
ing—re, church—ce, hundred —c, etc , 


[Now try, ‘Discounts concerning and up¬ 
setting sailor with a broken set’’ (7) 
Answer Rebates, Concerning = re. 
‘upsettmg sailor is 'ab' inverted, i e ba’, 
and ‘broken set’ is anagrammatic ‘set’, or 
tes’ Hence, re-ba-tes or discounts ] 
Crosswords need patience Blasting 
one’s bram and spleen normally does not 
help much Instead, following a systematic 
approach would The reader would be 
well-advised to begin his attack by first 
sphtting any given clue into its definitive 
and constructive parts Start by looking for 
the definition usually placed at one end of 
the clue What makes the distinction easy 
IS that the constructive sub-clue does not 
make much sense bterally and so has to be 
what It IS (In case both ends of the clue 
make sense, efforts should be concen- 
trateu m the direction of puns and double 
meanings) Once this is done, the solver 
could think up some substitutes for the 
defuution and see whether they agree with 
the constructive part 
IT none do, one has to come the other 
way round That is, start by building upon 
the structural hints provided to obtam a 


word or phrase that matches m meaning 
with the defiiution For this, it would help 
greatly if one tnes to fit flush the skeleton 
of one’s answer with the mterlocks, if any 
exist But even with all the elementary 
tools. It rraght still be a long tine before 
the beginner acquires the fluency of say 
Indira Gandhi who is reputed to have 
cracked the Times of India crossword in¬ 
side 10 minutes on more than one occa¬ 
sion Experience is vitally important—fol¬ 
lowers of The Guardian puzzle would m- 
stantly recognise that ‘nver’ more bkely 
than not would stand for ‘Dee’ (a nver in 
Bntain), while 'girl' for ‘Eve’ or ‘Ann’ 

The above explanabons and tips do not, 
by any means, constitute an exhaustive 
discourse on solving crossword puzzles. 
That perhaps no one can give. It is only 
hoped that the reader can get himself into 
the thing and build up on the material 
provided. What makes the crossword in¬ 
teresting IS the battle ofWits that it is. You 
try a dozen times and finally unravel the 
answer. You might even fail, but now 
there is more to your newspaper than just 
cricket and pohtics. ■ 




Renowned philologist and 
indologist and doyen of Indian 
scholars, National Professor 
Suniti Kumar Chatteiji was a 
legend in his lifetime owing to 
his encyclopaedic knowledge, 
photographic memory and avid 
curiosity about human civilisa¬ 
tion. Although he was the 
opposite of a cloistered scho- 
lu, his Ori^ and Develop¬ 
ment of the Bengali Language 
is a model of scrupulous and 
comprehensive scholarship. 

Chatteijr was bom on 
November 11,1890 into a 
femily which originally be¬ 
longed to village Pangsa in 
Faridpur district (now Bang¬ 
ladesh). His great grandfather, 
Bhairab Chandra Chatterji, mi¬ 
grated to Calcutta in the early 
19th century. Chatteiji studied 
at the local pathsala and later 
at Calcutta Academy and Mut- 


ty Loll Seal's Free School. He 
stood sixth in the Entrance 
exams and third in First Arts 
from Scottish Church College. 
He came first class first in toth 
the English Honours (1911) 
and MA (English; 1913) exams 
of Calcutta University and was 
awarded the Premchwd 
Roychand Scholarship (1919). 
With a government scholarship 
he researched on “Indo- 
European Linguistics—Origin 
and Development of the Ben¬ 
gali Language” at London Um- 
versity under experts like 
Daniel Jones and Barnett. He 
got the D.Littin 1921 and then 
studied Indo-European, Slav 
and Austro-Asian linguistics in 
Pans. 

He came back to India and 
joined as professor in Calcutta 
University’s comparative phi¬ 
lology department (1922-52). 


In 1927, he accompanied Ta¬ 
gore to the Far East and 
recorded his experiences of 
the area’s ^eat cultural herit¬ 
age in Dwipamay Bharat 
Besides the study of linguis¬ 
tics, Sanskrit aesthetics, 
Greek philosophy, Negro art 
and Vaishnava Cult in Giyarat 
appealed to him greatly. In his 
Europe 1938 (written in Ben¬ 
gali in 1945) and Paschimer 
Yatrihe gave a brilliant survey 
of European culture as well as 
the feel of living human beings. 
In addition to Greek, Latin, 
French, German, English, 
Dutch, Persian, Avesta and 
Sanskrit, he was proficient in a 
dozen modem In^an lan¬ 
guages. One of the pioneers in 
introducing modem research 
methodology in the study of 
linguisucs, he authored 15 
books m Bengali including 
Bangla Bhashatattwer Bhumi- 


ka, Bhashaprakash Bangali 
Byakaran, JatiSanskriti O 
Sidiitya, Bharat SansknU and 
Sanskritild. World Literiture 
and Tagore is one of his 21 
English publications wdiile 
Bharatiya Aryabhasa Aur Hindi 
figures among his seven pub- 
li^tions in Hindi. He also com¬ 
posed slokas and wrote a num¬ 
ber of articles in Sanskrit. 

Chatteiji was honoured with 
D.Litt.by sue universities in¬ 
cluding Rome, Calcutta and 
Delhi. Visva Bharati conferred 
the Desikottama in 1966 and 
the next year he was honoured 
with a Padmabibhushana by 
the Indian government. He 
was president of Bangiya 
Sahitya Paiishad (1961), Sans- 
knt Commission (1956-57), In¬ 
ternational Phonetic Associa¬ 
tion in London (1969) and 
Sahitya Akademi (1969 on¬ 
wards till death), and member 















































11th Qu9Mon: In US polities what Is s 
‘kangaroo Sckat'? (Diptandu Pal, 8/2 
Nawton Avanua, Durgapur 713206.) 
Ana.* Whan tha running mats or vica- 
praaldantlal candidata la stiongar or 
battar known than tha candidata for tha 
top offica, tha lattar la said to ba on a kangaroo tiekat 


“The ^ua (Poser’s) 

Plate Quiz was held over two 
days as usual at the 
Daihousie institute. This quiz 
has two special features, ev¬ 
ery year two quizmasters 
make their debut In open 
quizzing, the debutants this 
year being Joy Bhattacharya 
and Vimia Jagganath, the 
other feature being that only 
teams wNch have not won 
any AQUO quizzes in the 
past three years are eligible. 

“The finals started on a 
bright note with all teams 
having scored by the end of 
the second round. Sanghati 
moved into an early lead and 
.was placed 3.5 points ahead 
of LYC, their nearest rivals at 
half time. With the change of 
direction, fortunes changed 
and LYC ran out winners by 
the narrow margin of 1 point. 
The final scores were as 
follows: LYC—22, Sangha¬ 
ti—21. Illiterates-17.5, 

Argus A—17, Alekhine 
Chess Club—17, Magnum 
12.5, Presidency College 
(Qreens)—12 and Food for 
Thought—11.5. The winning 
team comprised RimI Chat- 
terjee, Arani Sinha, Anup 
Roy and Oevra) Basu. 

“Earlier, eliminations had 
been held on the 7th with the 
above teams qualifying. 


South Point School did very 
well to have four teams 
move into the preliminaries. 
However, it was the estab¬ 
lished teams, which led the 
charge into the finals, held 
the next day. 

“The two quizmasters did 
an excellent job, so much so, 
that an old D.l. mernber was 
heard to remark that this was 
the most Interesting Poser's 
Plate he had seen in the past 
four years." 

“Robin Hood was an out¬ 
law. What exactly did this 
mean?" asks Oeepak Ver- 
ma, Calcutta. 

To be outlawed is to be pul 
outside the protection of the 
law as a penalty for commit¬ 
ting a crime or for trying to 
escape justice. In Britain the 
possessions and property of 
an outlaw were forfeited to 
the Crown, and down to the 
14th century anyone might 
kill hliT) without penalty. 
According to the law, every¬ 
one's hand should be 


against an outlaw. In the 
Kiddie Ages Robin Hood 
and his followers were out¬ 
laws; but mere outlaws were 
not the romantic figures that 
these were. In early times a 
man was declared an outlaw 
in England by a lengthy pro¬ 
cess in the 'shire' court. La¬ 
ter, as Parliament became 
recognised as the supreme 
court In the land, a swifter 
method was adopted; an 
'Act of Attainder' was passed 
against him which usually 
condemned him to death, 
confiscated his property, and 
generally even disinherited 
his heirs. This was a useful 
weapon against a powerful 
political enemy. In the 15th 
century, during the Wars of 
the Roses, Henry Vi and 
Edward IV each obtained an 
Act of Attainder against the 
other. Henry VIII obtained 
one against his chief adviser 
Thomas Cromweil, and Wil¬ 
liam III against the Old Pre¬ 
tender, the son of James II. 

In Britain, outlawry for re¬ 


fusal to appear before a 
court of law was aboUahed In 
civil cases In 1879; In crimin¬ 
al case it was abolished in 
1938. 

Politicai offerxfers have 
often been declared outlaws 
or banished 
from their native 
land or city. In ancient Rome, 
exile, accompanied by loss 
of the rights of citizenship, 
was a harsh punishment, for, 
to a Roman to4>e deprived of 
citizenship was a great dis¬ 
grace, arfo also made him 
liable to be enslaved where¬ 
ver he went. In Athens, a 
system known as 'ostracism' 
could be used to remove 
from the city tor a period of 
10 years any (>erson who, by 
reason of his wealth, the 
number of his friends, or 
other means of influence, 
was becoming over- 
prominent and thereby thre¬ 
atening the democracy. A 
famous Athenian outlawed in 
this way was Themistodes 
(471 BC). In the Middle 
Ages, Dante was outlawed 
from the Republic of Flor¬ 
ence on a baseless charge 
of misusing his public 
appointment In the city. 

Postscript: Entries for the 
Argus Close-up Quiz dose 
on October 14. 
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BOAT HACEI Which on* of four apcadl 
HntT To And wiaww, incc troulc each 


• ASK QRAMPSI Ans«iwr quickly, if you can: If Grandpa 
was Iwo-thirds of his presani ag« 24 years ago, how old 
IS he now? Time llRul: 30 secorKfs 

PfO MtA 0Mt-A|U*AM ft ftH 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There ere at leasi six differ¬ 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels. How 
qiMdy can you find them? Chock answara with those below 

•Bi R SWi 1 lexoiis 9 tuiMMi Si 1*0 S Bumui w spiei-sniSM 

> fatcui S| dso C B um i ui n WM swjm e jsimms si «e s,eaa t sesuejsitia 



STACKED DECK CARO MAOIC 
Deal out 27 cards face up, left to 
right. Into three pitas. Ask aomaone 
to pick a card mentaky as you deal, 
and to reveal which ptla the card is 
in when you have finished dealing. 

Pick up piles, seeing to It that piki 
containing the chosen card la 
placed between the other tsio. Deal 
out three mors piles sknllarty. 

Again, ask which pile the origi¬ 
nally selacted card is ki. Place that 
pile between other two: deal three 
piles again 

Now, ask which pile the card Is 
in. Atakazam, H will be the Sth card 
down In that pile. 



shear YEI After a bitter 
lover's quarrel. Jerry wrote 
Ann the foilowInB note: 
''Woman wMMMit her man 
would be helpleae.* 
Whereupon Ann, the story 
Boes, with two deft 
strokes of a pen, refuted 
Jerry's aHeflstion. 

Fancy yourself In Ann's 
shoes. How does she 
emend the note? P.8.: She 
does not ehange any 
words. 

. iftM. ms put .UftlMMft, 

jftUf ftuo tftuliuoo 0M| •Nftftui msi 


FUNSPOT 












FLY BYt Hey, watch out abeve...lhete are golfers balowl Add these 
colors to scene: 1—Red. 2—U. Mue. 3—Orange. 4—Lt. brown, 
a— Flesh tones, a— U. green. 7— Ok. brown, a— Ok. green. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to poinlt for using all the 
leflers in the word below to form 
iwe complele words 

BADINAGE 


THEN score I points each for ell 
words of four leffars or ntore 
found amoitg the loiters 

Try to score at leasi IS paUMs. 

'paaq'uWO •uwaoaii aiqiiaod 
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/A Mwch 21—AprN 20 

^ • You will h«vo to copo 

- with pTMSurM and 

pulls In contrary diraetlons Ro¬ 
mance awaits you with bated 
breath Qet sat for Investments, 
legacy and staking your claim 
Hustle and bustle could well lead 
to travel Sudden llareup of a 
chronic health ailment or a minor 
irritation Is Nkeiy Children could 
cause problems and thus upset 
you Home conditions could pro¬ 
voke arguments and unpleasant¬ 
ness 

~nj|^ AURUS 

■ April 21—May 20 

* Expenses, Journeys, 
- secret work, col¬ 
laborations, legal hassles, loans 
and funds are the weeks high¬ 
lights A job switch Is on the 
astro agenda October 7 and 8 
will be lucky for you Remember, 
flrst finance and then romance 
You may have to contend with 
Investments, additional re^ion- 
slbHItles and possibly resultant 
health factors 

-^ EMINI 

H May 21-Ouna 20 

“ Entertain, be aml- 

_ able, get out of your 

sheli and see how friends and 
strangers help you It Is time to 
step out In style, specially on 
October 8, 9, 12 and In 
romance, you will bloom and 
flower out. let your heart be the 
hunter 


^ ANCER 

Juna 21-«luly 20 
^ The accent this week 

_ Is on home, house, 

buying/selling/shopping, travel 
and an extra dose of work Pa¬ 
rents and In-laws could be de¬ 
manding So wUI the boss in 
finance you do well despite the 
mounting bills and expenditure 
Spare a little time for romance, 
but attend to your duties/respon¬ 
sibilities first 



■ . July 21—Augual 21 

Qo all out for the kill 

- Your work will be 

done Mid-week should be 
tackled diplomatically The 
weekend is excellent for fun and 
business In romance your heart 
will be a nest of singing birds 
New contracts and deals will be 
made A hobby would be Ideal 
tor you to relax from overwork 
Take a holiday and go tor an 
outing Being together with your 
family will surwy help Your 
home will be beautilled 













f ' August 22—Sapi 22 

Hard work, loans, 

_ funds, capital raising, 

buying, selling and shopping are 
the week's main trends Mter- 
talnment and bargitfning are not 
ruled out Add a touch of class 
and beauty to romance Oo not 
be nervous, fidgety and fussy, 
and all will be well Despite 
cancellations and postpone¬ 
ment, travel Is on the cards 


BIRTHDAYS 


7 

Mean twa l^rturtv Qo Jh (br 
iMbMtta ohri not 
i^ne Mid get-righ 
eo>>ar ^ Mxpto and.ton(ie wH 
bf waMile som.Myi 
butytMretofk wQnf^atimirkQm 


November is definitely travel 
time It is time for cleaning, 
polishing and rearranging the 
home 

-n IBRA 

Sspi 23-Oct 22 
A Marriage, alliance, 
_ collaborations,. Jour¬ 
neys, Import-export, publicity, 
sales, distribution and reachirig 
out to people and places are 
signified You win the game of 
life and love Deeds, documents. 


NepMnef Tho bRwsate^ 




wpei you wan, maite • 
ptofTtnOdciyo )^ bw t to jMWeYp 
f to a,.qui«( pMIbaf ihinnoJ'. 
Tibto difflcut^il A bhaiiof^ 
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contracts, deals, promotion and 
perks are indicated. In romance, 
you have a roaring dme and 
must pay tor It in more ways toan 
one 

CORPiO 

Oct 2S-r«ov 22 

Despite a feverish 

-- schedule, you wW do 

wen CoUeagues and servants 
wUI have to be appeased Prom¬ 
otion IS on Its way Loans and 
funds will be secured In Job, 
Irritation and vexations are 
possible Bet you will pull 
through Extra health care Is a 
must 

- AQITTARIU8 

Mov 23—D«c 20 

Your wishes wHI be 

_ fulfilled, so go all out 

Your wit and charm will be 
appreciated Children, marriage, 
hobbles, pastime, house moving 
and creativity are favourably sfg- 
nlfled In romance, passion and 
intimacy are the,,names of the 
game in finance, new ventures, 
activity, expansion afb likely 
Tap different sources and see 
the money pour Into your pocket 

-^ APRICORN 

DSC 21—Jan 18 

^ Home gets the atten- 

_ tion It deserves, and 

changes In the office or business 
premises are foretold It Is time 
to work your guts and gore out 
Buying, selling, investing, de¬ 
corating, renovating, loans and 
funds are highlighted Romance 
will be good in bits and parts 
Your ardour will surface occa¬ 
sionally 

- QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Fab IS 

Wine and roses, Jour- 
_ ney and communica¬ 
tion, new beginnings and expan¬ 
sion are the main trems to 
romance, your range will be from 
adoring veneration to physical 
passion You could feel under 
toe weather You will fan out to 
people and ptaces, and accom¬ 
plish much It Is travel time The 
domestic affairs signify renova¬ 
tion, buying and selling 

- iSCES 

Fab 1»-Manh 20 

Traders, buslness- 

__ men and commiasion 

agents get more milaage this 
weak, as buying, selling, shop¬ 
ping and purchutog are empha- 
aised^Alao, artistes and reaear- 
chers wlH be In thek e l e m e n t 
Romance will be enough to 
make you want tor more next 




















C utting a swath of tights from the tip 
of Manhattan, America's most 
famous glitter street beckons to the 
star-struck like a blazing theatre marquee. 
Intense, raucous and gaudy, it is where 
people aim for top billing in business, 
fashion and art—or dance their way to 
glory in hit musicals. 

Rick Gore, a National Geographic edi¬ 
tor, first stepped foot on Broadway when 
he was only 13. It was 1959 and he and his 
older brother Christopher were on then" 
own and on the town with tickets to 
Gypsy. 

Since that electric moment in the show 
when Ethel Merman bellowed "I have a 
dream,” Broadway "has always been the 
Street of Dreams to me,” says Gore. He 
recently returned to Broadway to fulfill a 
promise to his dying brother, who had 
made Ws career on the Street of Dreams; 
To revise and stage a musical Christopher 



It’s a road of no return 


where dreams and 
nightmares live next to 
each other 




had created more than a decade ago. 

A few things are quickly learned about 
Broadway revisited. Gore found. “Where¬ 
ver Broadway goes, it makes things big. It 
makes things happen,” says waiter Ali 
Johnson. 

“Broadway is energy,” feels Joseph 
Polisi, president of the Juilliard School, the 
famed performing-arts academy. “Yup, it 
sure is a hurry-up street,” says shoeshiner 
Charles Culler, a 25-year veteran of 
cacophonous Times Square. “And these 


days it sure seems in a hurry to change." 

“Broadway is change. That’s its ess¬ 
ence,” says Batia Plotch of the Yoimg 
Men's Hebrew Association. “It’s a micro¬ 
cosm of the city, never very chic but 
always exciting.” 

"It’s really just a senes of villages,” 
observes theatrical agent Fifi Oscard; Wall 
Street, SoHo, the fashion and theatre 
districts, the Upper West Side, Columbia 
University. Harlem, Washington Heights. 

Originally an Indian path to the Adiron¬ 
dack Mountains, Broadway now runs 17 
miles from Manhattan’s southern tip to the 
Bronx It travels four more miles before 
crossing over into suburban Westchester 
County, where it eventually becomes the 
Albany Post Road. 

Broadway is the spine of Manhattan, 
intersecting all major avenues from Park 
Avenue West. At each intersection it 
creates a square—Union, Madison, 
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Heiald, Times 

Wall Street is where Gore began his 
journey up this rambunctious nver of life 
At 160 Broadway, he found probably the 
world’s most successful trader of futures 
"We manage about $500 million,” says 
J5 year-old Paul Tudor Jones II 'Since 
1984 we’ve had only one losing quarter 
Our returns to our customers have aver 
aged more than 90 per cent a year ” 
Jones belongs to a new breed of whiz 
kids who began lighting bonfires on Wall 
Street in the late 1970s and turned Man¬ 
hattan into an island filled with young 
professionals earning outrageous sums of 
money 

I m successful Jones tells Gore 
‘because 1 hate losuig money with a 
passion He sees the world as a flow 
chart for capital He talks about waves of 
money shifting across international bor 
ders, seeking the best haven for the 
immediate future But he also is investing 
in the future of 109 disadvantaged Brook 
lyn sixth graders through a programme 
called 1 Have a Dream 
Jones has agreed to pay for the college 
education of all those who make it through 
high school Each week he makes time to 
work individually with them 
"The growth of New York followed 
Broadway, architectural historian Barry 




I Lewis explains in lower Manhattan 
"Down here the streets wuid around like 
those of a medieval city Broadway was 
the only major street to cut throu^ the 
jumble ’’ The city’s first subway line ran 
along Broadway 

Across Canal Street is SoHo (south of 
Houston Street) It is now known primari¬ 
ly for art About 20 years ago its huge 
abandoned lofts, mostly located off West 
Broadway, began attracting poor artists 
Art dealers began flocking to SoHo about 
1980 

Increasmgly the art world is moving 
east to Broadway itself 7 he 11 storey 
building at 578 Broadway has become a 
centre of the high-pnced avant-garde 
Eighteen galleries under one roof thrive on 
danng contemporary art 
A few blocks north there is a gallery of 
another kind, the American Indian Com¬ 
munity House Gallery Indians on Broad¬ 
way’ About 15,000 Indians hve in the city 
Fifty seven tribes are represented here,” 
says Community House spokesman Rudy 
Martm a Tewa/Navajo If we were a 
reservation wed be the 11th largest We 
come here like everybody else—to get a 
piece of the American dream 
North of Houston Street, Broadway 
takes a diagonal turn before creating Union 
Square at 14th Street Before the turn of 
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the century, 14th Street was the beginning 
of a gionous stretch of Broadway known 
as Ladies Mile Here were the great shops 
where refined women selected lacewoiic 
and millinery Although for years the 
neighbourhood has been a warehouse and 
small-factory distnct, many of the elegant 
storefronts remain 

Ladies Mile ends at 23rd Street— 
Madison Square After World War I, 
Broadway’s shopping distnct moved north 
and the streets near Madison Square 
became a bastion of blue-collar jobs But 
this part of Broadway is onfe again attract¬ 
ing young and stylish professionals such as 
John Bond 

A 32-year-old award-winnmg advertis¬ 
ing executive. Bond is a partner m one of 
the hottest agencies in the country No 
swank Madison Avenue, his offices are a 
converted warehouse But they bustle, 
Gore wntes, and like many of the brasher 
agencies, they are on Broadway 

Where Broadway intersects 6th Avenue 
sits dinky little Herald Square, with the big 
reputation for giving song writer George 
M Cohans regards to Broadway 

A round the turn of the century 1 in Pan 
Alley and New York s theatre district 
were anchored here at 34th Street At 
least 85 theatres lined area streets before 
movies and television Theu electnc lights 
gave Broadway its nickname, the Great 
White Way 

In her office overlooking 1 imes Square 
fashion executive Liz Claiborne unpara¬ 
llelled icon of the American working 
woman, tells Gore We are on Broadway 
and not Seventh Avenue I hat s an impor¬ 
tant distinction Seventh Avenue means 
high fashion—Calvin Klein Bill Blass, 
Geoffrey Beane Broadway means higher 
volume broader appeal It s fashion as an 
industry as a well organised bsuiness ’ 
Another formidable woman at Times 
Square has been fighting to save an old 
dream—her fathers vision of a neon-lit 
Broadway Tama Starr is the powerhouse 
behind the sign company that made the 
smoking Camel Coca Cola Panasonic and 
for more than 90 years nearly every other 
sign m limes Square 
In 1907 her grandfather Jacob Starr, 
mvented the ball that drops over Times 
Square every New Year s Eve During the 
1950s her late father, Mel, painted the 
square with its famous flashes of neon 
“My father saw these signs as pieces of 
music They reflect the rhythms of Broad¬ 
way, she says I say their twinkling 
stimulates our dream neurons ” 

But neon fell out of fashion Then in the 
early 1980s Japanese manufacturers 
brought theu* unabashed love of neon back 
to Broadway with a spate of expensive 
new signs 

A grass-roots movement also sprang up 
to keep Broadway aglow with neon Led 








School of JoumaUsm at 116th Street. 
“Walk out that door onto Broadway and 
you can’t help but find a story." 

At the Harlem School of the Arts 
15-year-old Maria Pineda, oldest of six 
children whose father was killed by ran¬ 
dom police fire in Honduras, is trying to 
make her dreams come true. “I want to be 
a star,” she says. 

The school is a refuge from her walk-up 
apartment on 158th Street, one of New 
York's most crack-infested streets. "1 
don’t like to go outside. Even inside mv 

apiuuuji}^ ucLwccii ‘t^iiu aiiu .aviii wiicwia. jjuaiuii^s me i, i ,■ l « .... 

Already more than an acre of new neon or In a decrepit building off Broadway on building there are sometinws blood¬ 
flashing signs is planned. 94th Street the desk clerk screams curses soaked todies, she says. Gore asks 

Change cannot come fast enough for at a tenant. It is one of many West Side where she be in 10 years. ‘‘In a nice 
some along 42nd Street. “This street is apartment structures that have been sub- house in Haywood, Camomia , she re- 
awful. It's filled with miscreants, "• says divided for single-room occupancy, a last IU be an actress. 

Rebecca Robertson, president of the city- housing resource for low-income people. At the Fort Washington Armory on 

state agency charged with revitalising Upstairs another tenant, who died in a 168th Street some 700 cots 511 the vast 
Times Square. fall, is being put in a body bag. Vashti driu floor. Men, many desperate, some 

“Last year there were 2,300 reported McMicheaux, who panhandles on Broad- crazed, all homeless, mingle beneath the 

crimes—six a day—on this one block. And way. lies on a sheetless bed and watches harsh lights. A foul, institutional toour 

I don’t think people here spend a lot of television in the nearby 8-ft-by-12-ft room wafts up. 

time reporting crime.” ■ where she has lived for 30 years. This is New York’s most notorious 

But 42nd Street has the remnants of Recent court-ordered repairs are homeless shelter and even its director— 
some of New York’s most beautiful sloppily done. The wall behind the bed is not knowing Gore is a journalist—de- 

theatres. Plans are to restore a few. “We unpainted. The bathroom has not been scribes it as "intolerable and inhumane.” 

want to break up the idea that 42nd Street fixed and has been locked for a week. But Gore is shaking as he steps back onto the 

is the place to go to look for prostitutes, McMicheaux always pays her rent, be- street. 

crack and runaway kids,” Robertson says, cause she has nowhere else to go. “That’s the way the dreams are along 

Today 15 new skyscrapers rise in the “We expose aspiring journalists relen- Broadway,” he writes. "The good ones 

theatre district. tlessly to the real world,” says Stephen and the bad ones all take the same tram.” 

At the Juilliard School at Lincoln Center, Isaacs of Columbia University’s Graduate (Natkma] Geogr^)lacNews Service) 


Intense, raucous and gaudy. New York’s Broadway Is the street 
of dreams, where people aim for the top billing In business, 
fashion and art. Some dance their way to glory In musicals luch 
as Jerome Robbins'Broadway, a medley of the choreographer’s 
greatest works. New York’s growth has followed the faUed 
street 


by Starr and the Municipal Art Society, the 
coalition won a radical redesign of prop¬ 
osed new office buildings. New zoning 
regulations require razzle-dazzle lighting 
on all the new hotels and office buildings 

cnr/Mikinn K^fisrAAn AOnA onA 


Veromca Villarroel, a working girl from 
Chile who scarcely knew she could sing, 
prepares for a potentially world-class fu¬ 
ture m opera. “This really is a dream I 
didn’t want,” she says. “But so many 

r\rk/-\nlA Iraanf niieKinrt mrs ** 
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Tusks displayed at the forest department’s exhibition in Tiruvananthapuram 

I f ever the three southern states of 
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu de¬ 
cide to shoot a joint venture film they 
have one readymade title —They Shoot 
Ekptants. Don't They? For, if there is 
one common problem that is worrying 
wildlife authorities in these three states, it 
is elephant poaching. Particularly the sys¬ 
tematic hunting down of the male 
elephants for their highly valued tusks. 

With an estimated 100 tuskers killed 
annually since 1980, the tusker, with its 
smooth, snowy-white tusks has become a 
rarity in the forests of Periyar, Idukki, 

Wynad, Mudumalai, Nagarhole and Bandi- 
pur. The only places where visitors are 
assured of a view of these rn^estk animals 
are in the temples of Ker^. The wild 
tusker is fast becoming an endangered 
species. 

Though government figures on elephant 
poaching provided by the forest depart¬ 
ments of these three states tend to under¬ 
play the actual numbers of bulls killed by 
poachers, the harsh reality remains that 


The poachers’ relentiess 


drive for highly-prized 


ivory have had tuskers m 


e 


run for a long time. With 


their numbers rapidl’ 


dwindling while the ban on 


ivory remains only on 


paper, this majestic 


animal—once so much a 


of India—^isnowin 




extinct. An on-the-spot 


report from G.C. Shekhar 


The same sto 



Photographs: N. Madhavgn Pillay 
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the sex ratio of one male to every two 
female elephants in 1978 has widened to 
one male to every four females today, 
placing a big question mark over 
the survival of the elephant race. 

This alarming decline in the number of 
tuskers is directly linked to the acti'/>ties of 
professional gangs that hunt down the tus¬ 
kers and sell the chopped tusks for hefty 
amounts. Despite a series of bans on trad¬ 
ing in ivory articles, there remains a sub¬ 
stantial illicit market m ivory carvings 
which in turn keeps up the demand for the 
tusks. 

While trading in ivory of Indian tuskers 
has been banned since 1972 the import of 

le tusk of a dead bull being chopped off.... 


ivory of African elephants was permitted and are taken out of the forest 
till January this year. Though there was a is no threat of capture by the 
sizeable import of the Atncan ivory llirougli gers. 
merchants based in Bombay and later in 

Delhi, Indian ivory was still the preferred 'T'he main gangs that oper 
raw material for the artisans, especially JL Kerala forests abutting 
those located in Trichur, Cochin and Tri- Nadu border normally escape I 
vandrum. lages on the Tamil Nadu side. 

Unlike the other Indian species, the tus- poachers often camp in these 
kers from south India sport a pair of tusks weeks together till a tusker 
distin^shed by their snowy white colour Many residents of these village 
and high density. With traders wiUmg to by towns safe-keep the tusks, 
pay as much as Rs 2,000 to Rs 3,000 per fee, before the poachers decid 

kg. for the tusks, a pair of full grown tusks gle them to other desUnatior 

can easily fetch anything between Rs forest officer of Tamil Nadu. 
30,000 to Rs 40,000. Since the elephants normallj 

the tusks being carried off....and the forest guards arriving too late 




This has attracted gangs of poachers to 
scour the forests, especially in the 
Periyar-Idukid belt of Kerala, for the tus¬ 
kers. With very few bulls with full grown 
tusks to be found, poachers are now gun¬ 
ning down even younger males whose 
tusks wei^ less th^ 10 kgs. Nornudly the 
tribals are paid measly amounts or just a 
pouch of tobacco or some hooch to scout 
and spot the bulls. 

Once a bull is spotted the killer gang, 
carrying high velocity rifles (bought from 
Sri Lankan militants), track the bull and 
gun it down. Normally the elephant runs 
wild with the bullet injuries for about two 
days before falling dead. The killers de¬ 
part, leaving the jd> of extracting the tusks 
to the tribals under the supervision of one 
of the poachers. If the corpse is allowed to 
lie for two or three days rigor mortis sets 
in. The tribals pour kerosene over the face 
to bum it. This makes extraction easier. 
The common axe is used to chop away the 
tusks. With little damage to the ivory the 
tusks are normally buried in a nearby place 
and are taken out of the forest when there 
is no threat of capture by the forest ran¬ 
gers. 

T he main gangs that operate in the 
Kerala forests abutting the Tamil 
Nadu border normally escape through vil¬ 
lages on the Tamil Nadu side. “Most of the 
poachers often camp in these villages for 
weeks together till a tusker is spotted. 
Many residents of these villages and near¬ 
by towns safe-keep the tusks, charging a 
fee, before the poachers decide to smug¬ 
gle them to other desUnations”, says a 
forest officer of Tamil Nadu. 

Since the elephants normally live in the 



10 







Endangered: A tusker in the Idukki forests and (inset) in Thekadi Lake 

jungles of the Western Ghats that fail has developed a genetic safeguard against poachers The Kerala government is pre- 

under all the three states, the poachers extoiction In the last one decade many panng a plan to rehabilitate the ivory 

can easily get away through one of the bulls have been found not to develop any craftsmen, whose families number 1,5(X), 

borders Realismg that the poachers were tusks at all even after they are 15 to 20 in other trades like wood carvuig so that 

takmg advantage of the poor coordination years old These tuskless males, called ivory carving can be totally rooted out 

between the vnldlife agencies of the three ‘Makhnas’ were first found in Sn Lanka, The inability of the customs authorities 
states, forest officials have evolved a sys- but now even the south Indian males are to distinguish between ivory and plastic 

tern which allows for greater mteraction adapting the pohcy of ‘No tusks, long life ’ carvuigs encourages foreign tourists to 

among the three states Alsi special ll^dhavan PiUay, who has spent a life- smuggle out these small pieces of hand- 
Central funds are bemg made available to time studying the south Indian elephants, icraft without mudh difficulty People 

the three states to purchase more wire- feels that this genetic adaptation is one of should also be discouraged from buying 

less sets, vehicles and arms nature’s wonders to protect her children ivory carvmgs As Pillay quipped, "Next 

Claims Madhavan Pillay, chief conserva- and calls for deeper research smce genetic time somebody says ivory, you should say 

tor of forests, Kerala "It is not known adaptation m large animals is normally very “I worry ” 
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J ust about a year ago, 191 peces of 
leopard cat sk^, leopard skins and tiger 
skins worth several lakh rupees were 
seized by the wildlife department in Cal¬ 
cutta. The sldns had ccnne in two separate 
parcels to the Chktaraivan Avenue post 
ofB^ in the dty from Goalpara in Assam. 
Both the name and the address of the 
person to whom the parcels had been sent 
were ficticious. The leopard skins were 
wor^ around Rs 25,000 apiece and the 
leorard cat skins about Rs lOOO each. 

The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 has 
done little to stop the indiscriminate 
slaughter of animals, many of them rare 
and endangered. Ivory, feathers, reptile 
skins, cat skins, etc. stM continue to pour 
into illegal markeu, dodging the law en¬ 
forcing authorities with impunity. 

It is not the traditional methods of hunt¬ 
ing and trapping of animals that have 
affected the aninud population as much as 
the development of roads, specially m ru¬ 
ral India. The mtenors have become ac¬ 
cessible and poachers are taking full 
advantage of this. The north-east, for inst¬ 
ance, is now an unending source of supply. 

The hunters who live there are shikans 
by tradition and used to collect animals 
prirnarily for food. Now with the mcreasmg 
demand for skin and horns they have re¬ 
sorted to killing animals beyond their per¬ 
sonal needs. 

It is usually this brand of people who 
produce poachers. In many cases, the 
people who kill and sell animal products do 
not even know that trade m them is ban¬ 
ned. Tribals and villagers often come to 
the cities and sell their animal products 


openly in the maricets. It is not imusual to 
find musk , reptile skins, oil extractions 
from lizards, snakes, horse-shoe and king 
crabs on the pavements. 

Poaching Mlay is an organised crime aD 
over the world and India is no exception. 
Huge sums of money are spent by finan- 
cers who consider ^s as an investment 
just like any other though the nsk factor is 
greater. A ipeat deal of modem machinery 
is used in this business. The poachers who 
hunt down big game today use heavy auto¬ 
matic rifles, some even fitted with 
silencers. For lesser animals the tradition¬ 
al method of using bow and arrow, poisons 
in the form of pesticides, and traps serve 
the puipose. These methods are sure and 
the yield is much greater. Also shooting 
runs the nsk of attracting the notice of the 
forest guards and giving away the 
poacher’s position. 

The poachers today form a unique band 
of killers who have perfected the techni¬ 
que of ensuring a 100 per cent success 
rate. They are highly efficient in jungle 
craft and as hunting is their only source of 
income they usually take it senously. It is 
difficult to match theff skiUs m trackbg and 
detecting the presence and hideout of 
animals. Most of them roam the forests at 
night. This not only enables them to avoid 
detection by the law enforcing authorities 
but also to take advantage of the fact that 


most animals are active during the night 

Bows and arrows, usually preferred as 
they are silent, are used on small animals 
like deer, wild boar, smaller cats, civets, 
hares, squirrels and birds. To kill tuskers 
or rhinos a heavy automatic nfle is rieces- 
sary though a new method of electrocutfaig 
is gaining popularity. Animals which bur¬ 
row or live in holes or crevices—tike 
civets, otters, snakes and monitor 
lizards—are dug up or smoked out and 
then clubbed or speared to death. Small 
animals, including a vast number of cats 
are mostly trapp^ or snared. The funda’ 
as it is locally called comes in various 
shapes and sizes. These are mostly made 
of nylon strings these days and are much 
stronger than the traditional ropes. Traps 
are specially devised with a pair of tooth^ 
jaws mostly made of iron which catches 
hold of the animal’s body firmly, biting into 
it with every strugi^e. Most of the time 
when the aiiimals are retrieved, they are 
either dead or badly multilated and the 
skin is unsaleable. 

Noose and snares are made of thin but 
strong iron wires and nylon ropes. These 
are devised to catch animals such as pan- 









golins, porcupines, large monitor lizards, 
rodents, and even small deer. Here too, 
there is a lot of 'waste' because a line of 
snares also catches animals other than 
what the poacher wants. 

There are other methods as well. SmaU 
birds are usually caught by placing bran¬ 
ches or twigs with a^sive on them, or 
with the help of nets. Large nets are used 
in trawling sea turtles in deep seas when 
they head shorewards to lay eggs. The 
animals or birds sold as pets are usually 
caught young, at times even when they 
are weaning. The survival rate here too is 
low. Most of the parrots sold are either 
caught in the nest holes or as young birds 
who have barely learnt to fly. 

Animals that are cau{^t to be lulled for 
Air mostly mee;f a painful end poisoned. 
Pesticides—particularly folidol—are popu¬ 
lar. Many a tiger in this country falls prey 
to this method. To stop tigers, lions, snow 



leopards, clouded leopards and the com¬ 
mon leopards from killing cattle, villager 
often poison the kills. Once killed the skin 
is collected by a poacher or a middleman to 
be smuggled out of the territory. Big cats 
fan to crack shots who sit up the night in 
front of water holes. Another ^dget is the 
self-triggered gun. This gun is placed in 
the path normally used by a large cat. The 
aniinal shoots itself when it releases a 
spring to which the trigger is attached. 
TOs method enables the poacher to be 
avray from the scene so that he can avoid 
detection. 

Once killed the animals are skinned 
quickly and the remams are buried deep 
and fast The carcass is never left in the 
open to decompose as they attract vul¬ 
tures very fast Skinned, it becomes easy 
to carry the poached items in larger num¬ 
bers and vfr^y without detection. 

It is not only for skins which go into 
middng bags and garments that animals are 
lolled. Rhino hoim are supposed to have 
aphrodisiac values, which till now no one 
has proved Bones and claws of tigers and 
other big cats become pendants and lock¬ 


ets for necklaces. The fat of a tiger is 
valued as ai^odisiac and for being a cure 
for rheumatism; the collar bone and wUs- 
kers are used as love charms or pounded 
to make poison; liver extracts soothe eye 
ailments. There is a belief that the 
eyes of a live slender loris are potential 
charms to win the love a desired persoa 
The eyeballs are pulled out of the poor 
animal alive and then it is left to ble^ to 
death. On the other hand the extremely 
rare marbled cat is killed for its fur. 

In certain areas of the north-east all cats 
including tigers are prized for their meat. 
Even 1^8 are not left out of this list 
Palm civets, toddy cats, small Indian and 
the large Indian civets are also killed for 
the same reasoa Tribal migratory labour¬ 
ers woric at the brick klins on the 
outskirts of the metropolis of Calcutta, 
systematic^y seek out smaller animals. 
This has virtually wiped out a ]arge num¬ 
ber of small animals such as otters, civets, 
mongoose, hares, squirrels and monitor 
lizards. Even the red fox and the Indian 
fox have not been spared. To kill them 
dogs are used, or poisoned baits are 
placed. But the more popular method is to 
place explosives in baits to blow oft the 
head of the animal 

The method of killing is determined by 
the end use of the animal and no eftort 
whatsoever is taken to reduce brutabty. 
The kills are made with one thing m mind, 
that is to make sure that the animal dies. 
This is evident from the methods used in 
capturing fresh water and marine turtles 
by fishermen. Hooks are used to catch 
fresh water varieties, curved ones for the 
soft shelled and needle shaped ones for 
pond varieties. Another novel method is 
by using remoras or 'sucker fish’. The 
fishermen tie a strong cord onto the fish’s 
tail and when a turtle is sighted a number 
of these tied fishes are thrown into the 
water. The fish manages to latch on to the 
turtle’s body and the animal has no chance 
of escaping at all Marine turtles fall easy 
prey to the modem trawlers’ nets and are 
sold in the open market, despite a ban on 
their trade as meat or as pets. Till not 
very long ago the pet shops in 
Calcutta sold river turtles to be kept in 
aquariums. The ones that are killed for 
meat n^t a bloody end. Shces of meat 
are cut away from the animal’s body when 
it is still alive. 

Every year hundreds of turtles are 
caught and sold to be had as protein diet 
All the large cities have markets vidiere 
trade goes on, either under cover or open¬ 
ly. Turtles are easily available in the 
Gariahat and Ultadanga markets in Calcut¬ 
ta. Birds are also sold as pets at Hatiba- 
gan. A ftnnily in north Calcutta had a stock 
^ chilled du^ meat in their fridge for sale 


even last year. Most of the meat were 
from endangered migratwy ducks. 

There are organic markets in other 
metropolises as well. Bombay's Crawftird 
market sells a wide miety of animals as 
pets, while Goalpara in Assam and Shikar- 
patty in Patna caters to a diverse variety 
of animals to be sold as pets. This market 
has the notoriety of selling ca|^ clouded 
leopards to private collectors in the west. 
Ivory tusks can be pivchased at different 
collection centres which are mostly near 
forests. 

Usually, large consignments, such as 
the one intercepted in Calcutta a year ago, 
are collected by middlemen from difterent 
sources before they are packed. They are 
not the work of one poacher. Snakes and 
lizard skins are tanned in the cities before 
being packed to be sent abroad. West Asia 
and Europe are good for skins and furs. 
On the other hand, bones, claws, horns 
and ivory sell weO in China and Japan. Bulk 
purchases of ivory by Japan has virtually 
driven the elephant population in India as 
weD as Africa to the brink of extinction. 

Trade in animal skins and products 
thrive despite the ban imposed by CITES, 
the worldwide enforcement organisation. 
The simple reason is the huge amount of 
money involved. For example, tiger skins 
fetch more than a lakh of rupees in the 
international market while a fuQ grown 
crocodile skin would fetch around Rs 
40,000 to Rs 50,000. 'The price of the 
rhino horn is astronomical. 

The utter poverty of the people who live 
around the forests has led them to become 
hardened animal slaughterers. A mere 
note of Rs 100 can lure a tribal or a villager 
to trade and eventually kill animals, and in 
most cases he is not aware of the crime. 
To him the Rs 135-crore Elephant Project 
to be launched soon hardly matters as his 
survival becomes easy once he becomes 
an elephant tracker. Need has also driven 
many a fisherman to enter the core area of 
the Sunderban Tiger Reserve without a 
permit in search of timber and deer skins. 

Poaching will carry on until there is very 
strict enforcement of the ban in the trade 
of animal products. Laws and rules have to 
be stricter and merely punishing the offen¬ 
der with a petty fine will not help. In most 
cases the kingiin among poachers has 
government connections, vdiich enables 
^em to keep clear of the law. 'The 
poachers also operate in organised groups 
and are better armed Uum the forest 
guards. 

The time has come for us to realise the 
importance of saving our wildlife. 'The 
magnificent cheeta which once roamed the 
Ind^ forests is now extinct. So are msny 
other speefos. But poachers are keeping 
afive a trade without which we can de¬ 
finitely survive. 

Indra Mukherjee 
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REGULAR SHOWS 


liiiuli Klims 


• Aaiblani: Orient (Bentkk 
Street: 2»917)—4 ahws; Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhaduti 
Street; 552270) & Menoka (Sarat 
Chatleriee Avenue; 410417)— 
noon. 

Maheah Bhatt's tribute to young 
love, Btamng debutants Anu A^- 
and RaM Roy. The music b 
by Nadeem Shnvan. 
e Doodh Ka Kin: Paradise 
(Bentkick Street; 285442>-11.30, 
2.30. 5.45, 9. 

Directed by Ashok Gabwad and 
with music by Annu Malik, the 
chief attractions in this fibn are 
Jackie Shroff, Neeiam, Varsha 
Usponkar and Amriah Puri 
eNyiy Aayiy: Maiestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Rosd; 244822), 
Roxy (Chowringhee Place; 
284138), Krishna (T.C. DutU 
Street; 250437), Rufudi (Ashutosh 
Mukheijee Road, 474403). 

A film by Lawrence O'Soura 
starring Jeetendra, Jaya Prada, 
Sumeet SaigaL Shih>a Shirodkar 
and Anupam Kher. The music m by 
Anand Mind. 

e Pntibiiidli: Metro (Cbowr- 
inghee Road; 280141), Gem 
(Adiarya Jagadiah Chandra Bose 
Road: 24M&), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 391090), Mitra 
(Bidhan Satani; 551133), Kalika 
(Sadananda Road; 478141)—^regu¬ 
lar shows; Jagat (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road; 365108)—noon. 

A new 61m, starring Chiraiueevi 
^Juhi Chawla. The music ii by 
Laxmikant PyarelaL 
e Shcsli Niig: Elite (S.N. 
Banerjee Road; 241383), Piabhat 
(Chittaranjan Avenue; 390762), 
Buusree (S.P. Mukheijee Road; 
484808), Bina (Bidhan Sarani; 
311522), Pumasree (Raia Rai Kis- 
sen Street; 5S4033)-4 shows; 
Ragini (Beliaghata Main Road; 
363264)-3 shows; Puma (S.P. 
Mukheiiec Road; 474S67)—noon. 

Directed by K.R. Reddy and 
with music by Laxmikant PyarelaL 
the fBm stars Jeetendra, Rdiha, 
Riahi Kapoor, Mandakhd, Maifliavi 
and Dai^. 

• Eikhiwi ZaatMO: Jyod (Lenin 
SaranL 241132), Nasr ^wer 
Chitpur Road; ZHZH). liberty 
(Chittaranjan Avenue; 553046), 
Khanna (Acharya PrahiUa Chandra 
Road; 552932X Madhuban (Regent 
Park). 

Adtya Pancboh and Jaya Prada 
are the lead pair. Also suiningare 


Pareah Rawal and Raiaeat The 
61m ii directed by Mahoukn Shah 
and the music it by Anand M&d. 


Knil mil Kilnis I 


a IHa Him (A): Globe (Lindsay 
Street; 298645)-12. 3, 6, 8.30. 

An adventure hiL stalling Bruce 
wans, Alan Rickman and Bonnie 
Bedtii, 

• HiRm (A): Jamuna (Marquis 
Street: 243715)-4 shows; Navkia 
(Prince Anwar Shah Road: 
468091)-12, 3. 6; Uttara (ftidian 
Sarani; 552200). Purabi (Mahatma 
Gaixnii Road; 350680) Ujjala (Rus- 
sa Road; 478666)—aB noon show. 

An adult entertainer, 
e Leatbil Weapon 2 (A): New 
Empire (Humayun Place; 
2910S1)-12. 3, 6, 8.30. 

Directed by Richard Danner,^ 
the main cast of this 61m ndudes 
Mel GSison, Danny Glover, Jot 
Peaci, Joss Ackland, Derrick 
O’Coiinar and Patsy KenaiL 


ItciiUiili K II'iin I 


e Balidun: Uttara (Bidhan Sara¬ 
ni; 552200)—3. 6, 9; Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
350680)-2.30, 5.30, 8.30; Ugala 
(Russa Road; 478666)-3. 6, 9, 
Malancha (Regent Park), Jaya 



Aim lUcknii|i and Bonnie Bedclia In ikto Hard 





Kahul Roy and Ann Agarw 


iTrrrn.T.qni 


(Lake Town; 573936)—3 shows. 

Anil Ganguly's maiden Bengab 
directorial venture, starring 
Raalthee, Subhendu Chatteijee, 
Niimal Kumar, Papiya Adhil^, 
Nayana Das, Shakiuitala Bania, 
Biplab Cbatterjee, Abhishek Chat- 
tetjee, debutante Rupah and Tapw 
Pak The music is by Bappi Lidiirt 
e Chakranta: Hmd (Ganesb 
Chandra Avenue; 274259), Oarpa- 
oa (Bidhan Sarani; 558080)—2, 5, 
7.45; Puma (S.P. Mukhetjee 
Road; 474S67)-2.30, 5.30, 8. 

Raqjk MuUick and Moon Moon 
Sen are the lead pair. Others 
co-stamng are Rajeshwui Roy 
Choudhury, Biplab Cbatterjee, 
Ai^ Sen. Rabi Ghosh, Ruma 
Guhathakurta and Sumanta 
Mukheijee. The 61m is directed by 
Amal Stir and the music w by 
Santimoy Mukheijee. 


oDebata (A): Mmar (Bidhan 
Sarani; 552753), Byoli (S.P. 
Mukheijee Road; 473462), Chha- 
bifdiar (Mahatma Gandhi Road; 
3S27401t-2.45. 5.30, 8.15. 


Victar Baneijee, Debaahree Roy, 
Dibp Roy, Anup Kumar, KaU 
Baneijee, Indrara Haider, A^ 
Chakraborty and Ranjit MuBck 
con^rise the mam cast The 6hn is 
directed by Abhjjit Sen and the 
music is by R.D. Burmaa 
eMonnuyurec: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani: 5SlS15)-3 shows; Prada 
(Acharya Jagadiah Chandra Rose 
Road; 271282)-2, 5, 7.45; Priya 
(Rashbehari Avenue; 464440)— 
2.30, 5.30, 8. 

Moushumi Cbatterjee, Tapaa 
PauL Oeepankar De, Sreela lita- 
jumder, Subhendu Chatteijee, Lily 
Chakraborty and Master Rintu are 
the chief attractions m this 61m, 
durected by Biresh Chatteijee. The 
music IS by Swapan Chaloraborty. 


Mel Gibaon In 
Lerka/Weapon i 


St 














• Kaja Badshah: Talkie Show 
House (Slnbdas Bhadun Street; 
552270), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 410417), Jagat 
(Adiarya Pra&iDa Chandra Road; 
365108)-d shows 

Directed by Palaah Banei]ee, 
the cast includes Swamp, Mr^ 
Debflu, Maranatha, Aijun, Anur- 
adha. Master Abb, Master Papan, 
Rana Mukheijee, Payal Bhat- 
tacharya and a pair elephants. 
The music is by Arun Rohm 

• Shesh Aaghaat: Radha 
(Bidhan Sarani, 553045)—2.%, 
5 30, 8.15, Lotus (S.N. Banetjee 
Road, 242664)—3, 6, Indira (In^ 
Roy Road, 471757)—3, 5 45, 
830 


A film by Jayanta Purkayastha, 
starring Tanqa, Deeponkar Oe, 
Shoma Ananda, Naym Oas, In- 
drani Dutta, Mancg Mitra, Swans 
Dutta, Biptab Chattei]ee, footbal¬ 
ler Subrata Bhattachaiya and de¬ 
butant Kumar Rana. The music is 
by Ravmdra Jam. 


I Sp('i, j;il I'm'IiI'. 


7 October: 6 pm 

Calcutta Action Grmip presents 
two Hmdi plays. Kashmir Ki Bahon 
Mem and Bharat Mem Mahabhar- 
at, both wntten by S H Ah and 
directed by S Kk Rasbd 
At Cyan Manch (11 Pretoria 
Street) 


IM;i Ill's 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura timaa ara for Calcutta. Flguraa In brackata 
danotatha daya, 1 baing Monday. 


lii(i'rnalion;il 


London-Calcutte-Oelhl. Arr 

(1) AI-132/AI-1320 at 1300 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Now York; Dep (2) AI-101 at 
0240 

Calcutta-Bombay-Oubal. Dep 

(2) AI-101/AI-743 at 0240 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr (S) AI-306 at 1830, 
Dep (5) AI-306 at 1930 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutia- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 
1825, Oep (6) AI-309 at 1935 
Caleutta-Bombay-London- 
New York. Dep (6) AI-309/ 
AI-1101 at 1935 
Caleutta-Oelhl-Parla-London: 
Dep (7) AI-1651/AI-135 at 
0500 

Calcutta-Oethl-Romo- 
Frankfurt. Dep (7) AI-16S1/ 
AI-165 at 0500 

Now York-London-Delhl- 
Calcutta; Arr (7) AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340 

Frankturt-Rome-Delhl- 
Calcutta. Arr (1) AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1300 

Moaoow-Dubal-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-637 at 1525 
Calcutla-Dubal-Moacow. Dep 
(4) SU-S38 at 1725 
Amman-Calctitta. Arr (1 4) 
RJ-184 at 0730 
Caleutta-Amman (via Bang¬ 
kok): Dep (1 4) Rj 181 at 
0630 

Caloutta-BIngapore Dep (2) 
SO-416 at 1120 and Dep (7) 
80-413 at 1530 
Blngaporo-Calcutta: Arr (2) 
SO-416 at 1020 and Arr (5) 
80-414 at 0920 
C a lc i il ta Bangkok: Dep (2. 4 
7) IC-231 at 1050, Dep (1,3 6) 
T0-3t4 at 1366. Arr (2. 4. 7) 
IC-232 at 1640, Arr (1, 3. 6) 
TQ-313 at 1240 
OatM-Catoutta-Ohaka: A/r, (6) 

10843 at 0766, Oep (6) IC-843 
at 0666. 

OtiatwOateutta-Dami: Arr (6) 

10844 at 1115, Oep (6) 10-644 
at 1216 


Caleutta-Kathmandu: Dep (2, 
4.6,7) IC-247at1600,Dep (1. 

6) RA-214 at 1530, Arr (2, 4,6, 

7) 10-248 at 1915, Arr (1. 6) 
RA-213 at 1430 
Caieutta-Ohaka: Oep (1,7) 10- 

223 at 1340, Oep (2, 4, 6) 
10-223 at 1640, Dep (2, 3, 5. 6) 
BQ-062 at 1050. ^ (4) BO- 
092 at 1130 Oep (2, 3. 6) 
80-094 at 1620 and 80-096 at 
1940, Dep (5) 80-096 at 1620 
Ohaka-Caleutta: Arr (i, 7) 10- 

224 at 1540, Arr (2.4,6) 10-224 
at 1640. Arr (2, 3. 4, 5. 6) 
80-091 at 1010 Arr (2. 3. 6) 
80-093 at 1540, and 80-095 at 
1910 Arr (5) 80-097 at 1740 
Calcuita-Chlttagong: Dep (6) 
10-225 at 1330. Dep (2. 5) 
BO-698 at 1415 
Chittagong-Caleutta: Arr (6) 
10-226 at 1560, Arr (2. 5) BO- 
697 at 1330 

Calcutla-Paro: Oep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900, Arr (2) KB-105 at 


Domestic 


Caloutta-Delhl. Dep (7) Al- 
1651 at 0500 

Oelhl-Calcutta Arr (1) AI-1320 
at 1300 Arr (7) AI-1122 at 
0340 

Caleutta-Bombay. Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0240 Dep (6) AI-309 at 
1935 ^ 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr (5) AI- 
306 at 1815 

InMtm AirUneMWmm 

Calcutta-Delhl. Dep (daily) 10- 
263 at 0630 and 10-402 at 1700, 
Arr (dally) 10-401 at 1135 and 
10-264 at 2225 
Caloutta-Bombay: Dep (daily) 
10-273 at 1955 and 10-176 at 
0855 Arr (daily) 10-274 at 1855 
and 10-175 at 0755 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep (dally) 
10-265 at 1700, Arr (dally) 10- 
266 at 2150 

Calcutta-Bangatom: Dep (2,3, 
4. 5, 6 7) 10-271 at 1500. Arr 


Printad har* la tha ragular Indian Alrllnaa aoha- 
dula. Thia la, howavar, aub|iaet to changa. Pan- 
aangara ara adviaad to kaap track of announea* 
manta mada by Indian Alrllnaa In tha praaa. For 
aaalatanea. thay may oontaot 262648. 262686, 
266868, 282417, 669493, 869841/2/3/4/6 and 
869633. 


(2, 3, 4, 5. 6, 7) 10-272 at 2025 
Caloutta-Vlaag-Madrae: Dep 
(1.2. 4. 6) 10-542 at 0730. Arr 
(1) 10-541 at 0945 and Arr (2,4, 

6) 10-541 at 1310 
Catcutta-Ouwahatl: Dep (dai¬ 
ly) 10-229 at 1250 Arr (daily) 
10-230 at 1550 

Caleutla-DIbrugarh: Dep (1, 2, 
3, 4. 5, 6) 10-201 at 1130. Arr 
(1.3. 5. 6) 10-202 at 1246. Arr 
(2. 4) 10-202 at 1500 
Caleutta-Teapur-Jerhat- 
Quwahati-Caloutta: Dw (3, 5, 

7) 10-213 at 1030, Arr (3. 6, 7) 
10-213 at 1540 

CalcuMa-Quwahati-DImapur: 
Oep (1.3. 5.6) 10-219 at 1120, 
Arr (1. 3 5. 6) 10-220 at 1600 
Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (dai¬ 
ly) 10-2211 at 1100, Arr (dwiy) 
10-222 at 1320 

Cateutta-Agartalai Oep (daily) 
10-241 at 0700. Dep (2, 4) 
10-243 at 1400, Dep (3, 5,6. 7) 
10-243 at 0600. Oep (1) 10-243 
at 1400 Arr (daily) 10-242 at 
0900, Arr (2,4) 10 244 at 1600 
Arr (3 5. 6. 7) 10-244 at 1020. 
Arr (1) 10-244 at 1600 
Caleutta-Sllchar-Imphat: Dep 
(daily) 10-255 at 0600, Arr (dai- 
b) 10-256 at 1030 
Calcutta-Bhubanaawar- 
Nagpur-Hydarabad: Dap (3. 5, 

6) 10-269 at 1710, Arr (3. 6. 6) 
10270 at 2040 

Calcutta-Hydarabad: Dep (1, 
2, 7) 10-277 at 1745, Arr (1. 2. 

7) 10278 at 2215 
Caleutta-Fort Blair: Oep (2,4) 
10285 at 0545, Arr (2. 4) 10- 
286 at 1015 

Caleutla-Port Bbir-Car Nico¬ 


bar: Dep (1) 1C- 287 at 0545, 
Arr (1) 10-288 at 1235 
Calcutta-Ranehl-Patna- 
Lueknow-Delhl: Dep (1.3,4,5, 
6.7) 10-410 at 0830, Arr (1,3, 
4, 5, 6, 7) 10-409 at 1510 

vayudoot mmmsm 

Calcutta-Agartala-Imphal: 
Dep (1 3 5) PF-727 at 0530 
Arr (1. 3 5) PF-728 at 1120 
Caleutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 
Dep (7) PF-729A at 0550 Arr 
(7) PF-730A at 1050 
Caleutta-Shlllong-Quwahatl- 
Calcutta. Dep (1,3 5. 7) PF- 
701 a1 1140, Arr (1. 3 5, 7) 
PF-702 at 1615 
Calcutta-Agartafa-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahahar-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (2. 4 6) PF-729 
at 0550 Arr (2 4. 6) PF-730 at 
1040 

Calcutta-Sllchar-Shlllong- 
Quwahatl-Sllchar-Calcutta: 
Dep (2 4 6) PF-701 at 1100 
Arr (2 4 6) PF-702 at 1715 
Caleutta-Rourkela: Dep (1 3, 

5) PF-715at0600 Arr (1,3,5) 
PF.7ie at 0856 
Catcutta-Quwahatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabarl-DIbrugarh-Tozu: Dep 
(2, 6) PF-709 at 0815, Arr (2. 

6) PF-710 at 1840 
Calculta-Quwahatl-DImapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-Olbrugarh: 
Dep (4) PF-709 at 0815, Arr 
(4) PF-710 at 1750 
Caloutta-Ouwahatl-Otniiapur- 
Jorbat-Lllabarl-DIbrugarh- 
Temi: ^ (7) PF-709 at 0600, 
Arr (7) PF-710 at 1705 
Caleutta-AUawl-Bllcliar- 
Quwahatl: Dep (1, 3, 6, 7 ) 
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PF-706 at 0915, Arr (1,3, 5. 7) 
PF-TOe at 1520 
Caloutla-Agartala: Dap (1, 3, 
5) PP-720A at 1130. Arr (1, 3, 
5) PF-730A at 1410 


Calcutta-Aliawl'Aflarlala* 
Caloiitia: Dap (2, 4) 5) PF-706 
at 0910 and PF-720B at 1310, 
Arr (2,4,6) PF-706 at l2SSand 
PF-730B at 1655 


Caloutta^Jamahadpur-Ranehl- 

Patna; Dap (1,3, 5) PF-726 at 

0560; Arr (1. 3. 5) PF-726 at 

1116 

Calctitta-Jamahadpur: Dap (2, 


4,6) PF-717 at 0660; Arr (2,4, 
6) PF-710 at 0745 
Caleutla-Cooeh Balwr: Dap 
(2. 4. 6. 7) PF-707 at 0600, Ait 
(2, 4, 6, 7) PF-700 at 0655 


Tr.iiris 


Dapartura EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 


up 

Tima 

JioMfftali 

Tbna 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Oalhl-Kallca Mall 

6-30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8-05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Alllhabad 

13-16 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naw OalhI) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanasi 

Dap—Tuea, Thurs & Sat 

Arr—Wed Fri & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond. (Naw OalhI) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

Dap—Mon Wed Fn & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thura & Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-00 

RaldhanI Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs FrI & 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sat & 
Sun 

11-30 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (dammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
praaa Tn-Wkly 

Dep—Tues Fn & Sat 

Arr—Tues Wed 5 Sat 

11-10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Gtorakhpur) Ex- 

mass 

Dep—Mon 8 Thurs 

Arr—Thurs A Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Doon Expraaa via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex¬ 
press via Mam Line 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritaar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-46 

Delhi Express via Main Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

OalhI Janata Express via 
Mam Lina 

6-30 

3040 

3019 

16-00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlla Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchanjunga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3318 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Asansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Oanapur Express 

6-36 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dep—Wednesday 

Arr—Fnday 

11-10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 

Dep—Tues Thurs 8 Sat 

Arr—Mon Thurs 8 Sat 

6-00 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Santlnlkatan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly SupaWast Express 

Dep—Thurs Sat 8 Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed 8 Thurs 

7-30 

4 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indora) Express 

Dep—Tues 8 Wed 

Arr—Sat 8 Sun 

7-30 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

Shaktlpunl (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dep 8 Arr—Mon 8 Fn 

7-30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Gorakhpur Exprasa 

Dep 8 Arr—Sunday 

Seoldah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

tlariealing Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Gour Exprasa 

Jammu-Tawl Expraaa 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

.3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Baral Expraaa via 
SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18-20 

Bhagtrafhl (Lalgola) Expraaa 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12-40 

Chhapra Exprasa TrI-waakly 
Dep 8 Arr—Wed Frt 8 Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Dapartura SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Tima 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via N^ur 
Gttan|all (Bombay) Expraas 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

14-30 

2659 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmadabad Expraas 

4-30 

8033 

6030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 
Coromandsi (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

15-16 

6029 

2841 

14-45 

11-30 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangalore Exprasa 

Dep—Tues 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-45 

6012 

8005 

21-40 

Sambalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21-15 

Ranchi Hstia Express 

6-05 

8016 

8007 

22-15 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

6006 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 

Narat 

7-46 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

TIrupatl Express 

4-15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex- 

Maas 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

2602 

22-35 

Guwahatl - Howrah ■ Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22 16 



14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
• Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Guwahatl Weakly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam 8 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13-45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah 8 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Hai1>our Tsrmlnus 
Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 8 Madras) 

Dep — Fn 8 Sun 

Arr- Tues 8 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22 35 

Guwahatl-Bsngalore City 
Weekly Express (via Howran 

8 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Bangalore CIty-Quwshatl 

Weekly Express (via Howrah 

8 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22 15 



14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENOUIRIES: For round tha clocli Information of Eaatam Railway 
tralna, plaaaa dial 203545-54 for In-coming tralna; 203535-44 for 
all othar Information. For Information about raaarvatlona on 
Eaatarn and South Eattarn Rallwaya tralna, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 9 pm oil waafcdaya and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundaya and 
gazattad holldaya). _ 


25 





















































































































































CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE ? 


The discerning eye can see bqiond the 
obvious. Far beyond the intri^ form 
of tbu Oiiwan Temple sitiialed on the 
extensive pateau of Mount Abo in the 
Anivalli fflountains of Rajasthan. Of 
while marble, the inteiw is lavish in 
sculphin and archilectuial 
decoration. Columns, ceilings, portkos 
and tdis, display marble figuin based 
on geometrical mandala with super- 
impased pbnas and conceatiic lings 
in the fbnn of a star. In each oeli is a 
poUshed stone idol representing a 
tiithaniEan ar fain saint 

Centuries have ntlkd by. Modhments, 
gnat and small have cone to adam 
on land. The men who made these 
aesthetic masterpieces posiibk iverc 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the Uad^tL It was that forgotten 
furnace which fmged steel toolb and 
implements, however crude and 
archak. Thus, the backbone of such 
sweeping creativity was, as always, 
technology. In a word, steel forgiag 
And centuries of sted forging m inifia 
is today reaching a techndogkal 
zenith with POWMEX SUDS 

POWMEX is emei^ as Asia’s first 
plant to prodnoe ifigk Speed Stad and 
Super Steds thrmiili 

Powder Ctfiidt Forging Tedmology. 

POWMEX, m coUabuMian with the 
worid fonder KHILER af AUSTRIA is 
setting tv a Is. 700 milKoa ledi 
phnt near riilagath in Orima. lUi 


will put the Indian High Speed Sled 
on par with the finest availalifo in the 
worid. POWMEX product mix 
indudes both Tui^Bten and 
Mf^bdenuffl High Speed Sleds of 
varioas sections in rounds, flats and 
squares, and an indivensabfe for 
making drifls^ reamers, dies, forming 
tools, punches, special hearings etc. 
The tods made out of Super High 
Speed Sleds will bring about a 
seadmage in they durability and 
quality turning out better coaaponenta. 

POWMEX redaoes foaporte and eavas 
predons Foreivi axeb^ to aphoU 
the country’s ided of eoB-rdiaiice and 
jpowllx 



I 


Powmex Steels UmHed 

(ANAsasifDUNirarnaiu 

AtoMlnIm (Mkc SUn/A, lira Na la 
BuenlOklilrirrMieiaK 
tipUmI qlks Twfo Briapr Dut Onm 


POWMEX - Redefining the fiiture of High Speed SteeJ 













The new Sterling. 

Stunningly beautiful. 
State-of-the-art technology 
combined together to evolve 
a new standard in 
refrigerators. Created by a 
. team of engineers whose 
mission is not to follow the 
market but to lead the 
refrigerator world. 

Artistic Sterling 

* 100% Polyurethane Foam 
insulation. Avoids 
sweating of the 
refrigerator even in high 
humidity conditions. 

* Superior SAN 
malerial-Crisper, BaflBe 
Tray, Butter/ Oiecsc Chest 
and adjustable Bottle 
Shelves. 

* Superior design for 
maximum storage space. 
Removable egg tray for 
extra storage - a sf^cial 
feature for vegetarians. 

* A large Chill Tray with a 
unique Drip Tray for easy 
removal of defrosted 
water. 



* All steel construction and 
tough ABS liner. 

* Available in a wide rai^ 
of attractive colours. 

Sterling Technology 

* Intemationaliy renowned 
‘Power-Saver’ compressor 

* Cools superfast, makes ic< 
even faster. 

* Withstands wide volts^ 
fluctuations. 

No vphage tilaWHxcf 
Is required if tfic 
operiltina Toiti^ is 
within 160-260V. 

* Consumes minimal 
electricity. 

* Automatic defixMt (push 
button). 

The new Sterling. 

It is beyond doubt the most 
advanced refrigerator ever 
introduced in the maricet 
With a proven, depoidable 
after-sales service. It's no 
mere refrigerator. It’s the 
Sterling 


Sterling 

The 165 litre premium quality refrigerator 

SoM and serviced by (j^ExpoAtecMiwylMlsd h^Towa^ NcwDeBii-llOOoa 

















POSTMORTEM 


CONTENTS 



1 ilip^ tore 

of 

^Q0fV|^«to, ‘FKiMM 
fi^'auiym toTba- 
tical BanAts/ It wooM 
to^ and niewu the same. 

Kttdnk (OrbsiO 

Combat 

Choppers 

We were presented with a 
mind-boggitflg article, 
‘Muscle m the Sky' (August 
12). With reference to 
‘Sikorsky's bees’, howev¬ 
er, there was a minor slip 
of the pen when it was 
written, "Pakistan, on the 
other hand, does not have 
any dedicated attack heli¬ 
copters.. " 

To my knowledge, Inch- 
a’s batde-amaous neigh- 


•dveat of Ibe AH^ 
^^tCboah fhaUur, 

to Digest 

Voor article on ‘Eardiy 
People’ (August S) was 
hard to digest It aeems dif- 
ficnlt to believe that 
geophagiam practised by 
ancient Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans is still practised today 
in Inha, a country that has 
(tevdoped to a great extent 
in medical saence. This 
just goes to prove the illi¬ 
teracy of the common 
people. 

Lenny Graham, 

(Calcutta 

Art of Fakiiig 

Your cover story on repli- 
cas of vintage cars 
(Septmnber 9} only shows 
that artifioahty has become 
a creative mode of art. I am 



Two vlntlaia models 


boura have acquired Cobra 
heficopter gtmdiips from 
Ucade Sam's anna shoppe. 

FhathttlUa, 

3sntinftetan 

* Your artide on cpmbat 
hescoptera had an esor. 
ftfti^lhatPikiatandops 
^vtt any dh^t^ 
> |i ) i i^h # »p<e im TMsoai 
yo 


afraid that such treads 
ffl^t lead to eroston of the 
vahm and prestige cd ori- 
ginab. 

Othello Mazoomdear, 
Bond (W.B.) 

Mer Disease 

BeSpm 1 read the article, 
ihad dbimnresaioii^m 

long os i avoided brotinda 
a^ blood trttafijslw I 


StaSSwir ■ 

Mahherjee, 

r.jilnft^ 

• The story was hapreas- 
ive, but you should have 
mantiooed the synqiComB 
of AIDS, the five tufy 
symptoms are; profuse 
sweating at night; losa of 
weight; persistent fever, 
Sweden lymph idsnds; and 
marked general weakness. 
Manav Jainn, 

Calcutta 

■ Smee death » the final 
outcome for an AIDS pa¬ 
tient, we should consider 
euthanasia for them. You 
have really put a scare mto 
us with your story. 
Dipankar Shome, 
Jamshedpur 

Reel Slum 

'AD Set to Go' (August 12) 
was a splendid inece, in¬ 
deed. The set for City of 
Joy on Paharpur Road ha^ 
bwn beautifully prepared 
for the “exercise in 
realism.” 

I have fuU sympathy for 
the workers, however, 
who toiled m vain for over 
eight weeks just to get the 
news fladied of the delay in 
shooting tile film. 

At a glance, I could not 
bdieve ttet the set was not 
the real slum Thousands 
of Cakuttans hve m such 
slums att over the aty Isn’t 
this set a proper gift to Cal¬ 
cutta m Its tercentenary’ 
Thank you, Roland Joffe. 

Instep of destroying the 
set m the ‘floods’ of the last 
scene, Jofie should take 
those shots m a stiidki. 
That way the artificial ^im 
could be gifted to homeless 
Caicuttana. 

RakMh Veimia, 

Catcutta 

■The sets are breatb- 
tskhigty natund iookisg. 
But one wopders why w ' 
fihmnslcer has dxwen to 

Uv ChBXQk 

liMUit * . 
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Star daughters 




were d ranty in the earber 
days Today, there is a vulual 
onslaught by these lovely 
babes of the film industry 


TT Mapping the sed floor 
requires advanced 
technologies and attempts are 
being made to pinpomt the 
underworld treasures 


mm In Mangalkot, a village 
m West Bengal, may be signs 
of an ancient civibsation 
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T he first detaJed three-dimension 
maps of the Umted States’ vai 
underwater frontier, full of sue 
sea-floor marvels as chasms deeper ttu 
the Grand Canyon, are emergmg c 
National Oceanic and Atmosphenc Adm 
rastration (NOAA) computer screens i 
Rockville, Md 

“Not since the Louisiana Purchase hav 
such far-reaching lands been surveyed, 
says Capt Albert E Theberge, chief i 


Attempts are on to chart 


out the treasures of the 


underwater realm, wntes 


Donald J.Fredenc 


Two BcamoB lower a famg-raage, side>ecaa aoaar fanagfaig 
system into the ocean from a research ressel assigned to a US 
Geological Survey sea-floor mandng project Usi^ sound to 
nrodnoe images of geologic features on the ocean floor, the 
inetraBMBt can anrvey in aree the abo of New jeney In h aln^ 
dsgr * 


the ocean-mapping section of NOAA’ 
Nautical Charting Division "We’fi 
charged with exploring 2 9 billion under 
water acres, an area larger than thi 
landmass of the United States ” 

The underwater jealni extends 20( 
miles off the coasts of the United State: 
and its island temtones and is called th< 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZL 
Sovereign n^ts and jurisdiction withm the 
zone were proclaimed by President 
Reagan m 1983. 









LUaA CANYON 
^ /snrtMt 

point, 



The multibeam system gives the depth of underwater features needed to 
produce three-dimensional maps 


Both NOAA and the US Geological 
Survey (USGS) are responsibie fw map- 
p^ it Becaiise of the different technolo- 
giea used, the USGS woiic has (M'oceeded 
much Caster. 

"Using the side-scan sonar system on 
our ship the Famella, we’re able to survey 
an atea about the size of New Jersey in a 
single day," says Bonnie A. McGregor, 
U^S's associate chief for marine prog¬ 
rammes. 

"So Car we’ve surveyed the EEZ off the 
cmitinental United States, and we’ll finish 
Hawaii this summer. Then it’s on to our 
island possessions in the western Pacific. 
We should finish them sometime in 19%. ’’ 
The long-range, side-scan sonar imag¬ 
ing system employed by the USGS uses 
senmd to produce images of geologic 
features on the ocean floor. An instrument 
known as ‘Gloria’ is towed behind the 
survey ship and records the strength and 
character of the sound echoes, covering an 
expanse as wide as 37 miles. 

"The vast panoramas we’re seeing are 
like satellite pictures taken of the Earth," 
McGregor says. "With them we disco¬ 
vered more than 200 seamounts off the 
coast of California, some of them towering 
almost 7,000 ft horn the ocean floor. 
Around Hawaii we’re seeing enormous 
underwater landslides where parts of the 
existing islands have coOapsed and cover 
hundreds of miles of sea floor." 

The multibeam echo sounders on 
NOAA ships give a three-dimensional 
perspective to the USGS images by 
measuring the depth of underwater fea¬ 
tures. A swath of sound beams—nearly as 
wide as the water is deep—sent from the 
ships echoes back to give the precise 
depth of the ocean bottom or any other 
underwater feature. 

But it is a painstaking process. NOAA 
has surveyed only about %,500 sq miles, 
or about two per cent of the EEZ. “If our 
resources and equipment were upgraded 
we could do the whole EEZ in 15 years,, 
but with our present effort it will take 
226,” says NOAA’s Theberge. 

l^ee-dimensiona] maps produced so 
far include several 2,000-square-mile 
areas off the coast of California, one off 
Oregon and four in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Maps of six areas near Hawaii are nearly 
conpleted. 

One of the most spectacular features 
lies beneath CaUfomia’s Monterey Bay. 
Comparable to the Graml Canyon, the 
Monterey Canyon—the largest submariae 
chasm along the continental United 
States—plunks 300 ft and meanders 
some 108 n^s out to sea to depths of 
almost two miles. 

Carved from granite, shale and sand¬ 
stone, Monterey Canyon was born 25 
million to 30 mi^ years ago nearly 186 
milea to the south, ^hed along the San ( 


Andreas Fault as part of Earth’s Pacific 
crustal plate, it owes much of its magni¬ 
tude to continual seismic activity, from 
tremors to irajor earthquakes. 

“One of the reasons we made the West 
Coast a priority was all the geologic and 
seismic activity out there. We wanted to 
find out what was going on off the coast,” 
says Theberge. “An accurate bottom pro¬ 
file will also help fishermen by showing 
them places where fish might congregate 
and enable them to see rough features on 
the bottom of the ocean floor that could 
snare expensive gear." 

The West Coast and Hawaii maps may 
also lead to underwater treasures. Placer 
deposits of gold have been mined for some 
time off Nome, Alabama. Deposits of gold, 
platinum, titanium, chromium and other 
metals can be found off northern Califor¬ 
nia, Oregon and Washington, many in less 
than 500 ft of water, says James R. 
Moore, a professor of marine studies at 
the University of Texas at Austin. 

Ocean profiles of areas near Hawaii 
show seamounts—some neariy as hi|^ as 
Mount St Helens—encrusted with de¬ 
posits more than four inches thick that 
contain copper, cobalt, nickel, manganese 
and platinum. 

Oil and gas expiration experts wiO 
study the gulf maps, which reveal a 
number of mammoth salt domes. One 
about 60 miles off the coast of Louisiana is 
nine miles in diameter aixi almost 1,000 ft 
high. 

As sediments accumulate, layers of salt 
from ancient seabeds are forced up 
through the rock strata on the ocean floor, 
forming domes. They are often associated 
with trapped oil and gas. 


Hie USGS estimates that the gulf still 
holds 8.6 billion barrels of undiscovered 
yet recoverable oO, much of it in deeper 
waters. “With the oil-rich tradition of the 
gulf and environmental concerns on the 
other coasts, it’s natural for petroleum 
companies to look in the deep gulf if 
they’re going to do anything in the United 
States,” says John E. Flipse, director of 
the Offshore Research Center at Texas 
A&M University. 

Maps detailing the ocean floor will 
enable companies to dnll more safely and 
confidently in deeper waters. “We want to 
provide a view of the new frontier for the 
oil and gas industry that will be in depths of 
6,600 ft or more,” says McGregor. “Cur¬ 
rent deep-ocean wells go to only about 
3,300 ft.” 

Ocean-use advocates hope the maps will 
lead to all sorts of other possibilities, 
including offshore airports, hotels and 
waste-disposal operations. In one plan a 
giant incinerator would crown an offshore 
platform resembling an oil rig. Loads of 
garbage ’ would be barged out to the 
incinerator, Electric energy generated by 
the burning trash would be carried by 
underwater transmission lines to a small 
power plant on shore. 

“Such plans should interest us all, ” says 
Michael A. Champ, president of Environ¬ 
mental Systems Development Inc. of Falls 
Church, Virginia. “For too long we've had 
this sacred-cow notion about the ocean 
being untouchable. We've spent billions on 
the space programme, yet here's a virtual¬ 
ly forgotten triliion-dotlar resource lying 
right off our shores.” 

(National Geographic News Service) 
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The typical stamped and designed Kushana pottery 

M angalkot, a large prosperous vil¬ 
lage with unending narrow lanes 
,ai^ rows of mud-built houses, is _ 

situated near the omfluence of the rivers ^ 

Ajay and Kunur in Burdwan district TTw 
regular movement of people within this fart a laro 
region from the ChalcoUthk period to the —-—;—^ 

late historical time, stimulated the trans- DUnCu t 

mission of several cultural elements. Pri- - —-—— 

marily a Muslim-dominated village, having NSnOl 
18 sacred spots of the 18 auJiahs, it has the 
oldest Mughal mosque in the eastern 
region. 


Seals belonging to the Maurya and Sunga periods 


Brahmanical culture, espec^Dy Vaishnav- 
ism, flourished in this region as eariy as 
the sixth century AD. One of the oldest 
zamindari families of Bengal, the 
Chaudhuris originally belonged to this 
place. But graduaDy, over the years, Islam 
predominated, so much so, that the pre¬ 
sent Hindus (who comprise one fifth of the 
total population) have no place for 
worship. For their rituals, they make do 
with temporary arrangements under the 
trees. 

Archaeological excavations carried out 
in recent thnes by the diriment of 
archaeology, Calcutta University and 
surface-finds have yielded anti¬ 
quities from the 11th century BC to the 
late medieval period. A number of ancient 
occupation situ have also been traced. 

The viBage conaista of a number of 
scattered mounds, locally known as dan-' 
gaa or dUUs, carrying in fts womb the 
remains of andent tabnation. Defend has 
it that bands (rf Bihari wpmen came at j 


otmtheBurciw^ 
distrid: of West Bengal is in 
feet a large mound ijing on 
buried treasure, reports 

Nandita Chaudhiin 


Photographs: Afroze 

regular intervals for many centuries to dig 
and deplete the area of its buried gold. In 
&ct, the entire village is a large mound, 
•lying on buried treasure. During the mon¬ 
soons, when erosion takes place, a great 
number of antiquities, inching gold, sil¬ 
ver and copper coins and jewellery and 
terracotta (xksherds surface on the land 
and are collected and sold for a pittance by 
villagers ignorant of their worth. Except 
certain stretclwa, most of the area is 
under habitadon and cultivation. As a 
result, a great many of these antiquities 
have been destroy^ 

The specaliaed archaeological depart- 
mait team has' been contimiously ex¬ 
cavating the area smee 1985-86 onwards. 
Of the various mounds, the two nu^or 
ones vdiich they excavated were V^nim’ 
d^ytrdlMaiiAMonmurdui^i'toaSieA 
after its local owner Monumian, who tenth 
out for aometsne for eqdoratory pur¬ 
poses). Excavations in these two mounds 
have yidded a sequence of cultures in 


ABED 


seven broad periods, beginning with the 
Chalcolithic period in the bottom-most 
layer and followed by the Mauryan, the 
Swga, the Kushana, the Gupta and the 
Mughal periods. While in most ancient 
sites of India, there is a big gap between 
the end of the Chalcolithic and the begin- 
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Leviels of cullure at Mangalkot 


>F RICHES 


ning of the historical phase, Mangalkot for whid 
the first time shows noticeable changes in BC,” 
the life of the people in continuous histone- the ! 
al succession. "There is evidence of the Bli 
gradual merging of chalcolithic culture with copp 

the early historic culture of the 
Maurya period through a transitional phase daub, 

The largest mound or Vlknanadityerdbibi 


which lasted between the 6th-3rd century 
BC," according to Prof. Amita Ray, one of 
the senior members of the expedition. 

Black-and-red ware pottery, bone and 
copper tools characterise the Chakolithic 
finds. The houses were of wattle and 
daub, revealing pieces of mud plaster. The 



discovery of copper slags luggeatsdie 
practice of smelting copper in the area as 
early as the 6th century BC. A terracotta 
hull with punched design and silver punch- 
marked coins have been recovered from 
the Ma^a and Sunga levels. However, 
the period yielding the most interesting 
antiquities is the Kushana level'(lADto 
3 AD). As compved to the simplicity of 
the previous periods, one is impressed 
with their intensive structural activity— 
weD-bumt brick walls, floors and ringwells 
made in terracotta and brick. Apart from 
these, other finds include the typical 
stamped and designed Kushana potte^, 
terracotta figurines and a few copper coins 
bearing the starmi of Wema Kadphises, 
predecessor of Karushka. 

Pottery with moulded designs, terracot¬ 
ta seals with Gppta-Brahmi characters and 
well-built brick structures, characterise 
the Gupta period . The deposits of the 
topmost layer are varied, tanging from the 
eighth to the 18th centuiy. The accumu¬ 
lated materials comprise varying types oi 
pottery, including Chinese porcelains, 
glazed wares, gold and silver Mugid coins 
and even East India Company coins. 

Excavations are still contimiing in cer¬ 
tain areas of the village. In spite of this a 
large number of antiquities are being 
destroyed due to the ignorance of the 
locals. Though it is too earty to strive at 
any conclusions on this point, neverthe¬ 
less, the developments that mark the 
histoty of this region appear identical to 
those of the corresponding periods of the 
Gangetic vaBey.s 



For all children 14 years and under 


The TelegraiA 


Children’s Special 


We have a epecial issue of the Colour MaganSne just for 


you on November 11. With pictures you draw and poems and stories 
you write. Piiiira lot more. So rush with your entries after reading 


the instructions below very carefully. 


We have competitions for different age groups. You can enter any or 
all the competitions in your age group. 


Ags 0-4 years 

Drawings (6 inches X 4 inches) 

1 My favourite person 

2 ‘This IS r 

Age 5>6 years 


1 Four line poems of which the first 
tine IS When I grow up" 

2 Drawing of My mother" (size 
6 X4’) 

3 Four sentences on ‘My father' 

Age 7-10 years 


1 A two stanza poem of four lines 
each beginning I hate it when 

2 Wnte six sentences on "Sometimes 


I wish " 

3 Drawing/painting ‘ My home (size 
12’X8") 

Age 11»14 years 

1 Short essay (10 sentences) "When 

1 am the Pnme Minister ” 

2 Short essay/poem (10 lines) ‘Ten 
years from now 

3 Drawing/painting ‘ The street where 
I live' (size 12'X8") 

And if there Is any leeue you feel 
strongly atxHit, or any poem or 
story you Just have to write, do 
send it to us. If we like It we will 
publish K. 


■ All entries must reach us by October 
18 ■ Judges have final say ■ We are 
not looking for pretty pictures only ■ 
Name age and address of child 
should be clearly written on an accom¬ 
panying sheet of paper, if necessary 
by a parent a Drawings can be in 
pencil, crayon oil or water colours e 
No pnzes The best entires will be 
published e Entries will not be re¬ 
turned 

Entries should be addressed to 
"Childrens Special" 

The TelegrMh 
6, Prafulia Sarkar Street 
Calcutta-700 001 


Please remember, this is your issue. It’s up to you to make it lively and interesting 


• Textbooks: I offer some 
textbooks with notes for BA 
Engbsh honours and MA En- 
^sh courses of Jadavpur Uni¬ 
versity along witli reference 
notirfs for anything of corres¬ 
ponding value Write to 
Ruchira Ghosh. 45/3 Moore 
Avenue, Regent Park, Calcut 
ta 700040 

• Harmonium: I would Idee 
Co exchange a harmonium in 
good ccMidition for anything (A 
equivalent value. Wnte to 
Ashok Bhowmick. 87/9 A K 
Mukherjee Road, Calcutta 
700090 

• Tennis racket and sew¬ 
ing machine motor: I offer 
a few iHTind new tennis rackets 
and a sewuig machine motor 
for anythmg of corrsponding 
value Contact Dipto Smha, 32 


Sashi Bhusan Mukherjee 
Road, Behala, Calcutta 
700034 

• Magazines: 1 would like to 
ofer ^ copies of Sportstar 
and 50 issues of the &in maga¬ 
zines for a Walkman or any¬ 
thing else of corresponding 
value Wnte to R Wilbam 
Paul. SBI Choube, via Jama- 
gar, Hazanbag, Bihar 

• Books ind autographs: 1 
offer several books of poems 
by renowned Bengali poets 
and autographs of welll^wn 
cultural personalities for any- 
thng of correspondmg value 
Contact Md Masud, Xerox 
Centre, GitaitiaU Bipani, 61/1 
B Roy Road (W), Bakultala, 
Calcutta 700061 

e Two-in-one: I would like to 
exchange a Phihps two-m-one 


m unmaculate comndition for a 
good turntable with matchmg 
speakers m good condition 
Wnte to Ajit Bandopadhyay, 
91/A/4 NSC. Road, Calcutta 
700040 

e Aquarium and folding 
cot: I offer an aquanum (15 
"X9") and a steel-iramed dou¬ 
ble bed foldmg cot for anything 
of corresponding value. Wnte 
to B B M^unidar, 137 Ara- 
bmda Basu Nagar, Calcutta 
700061 

• Refrigerator: I offer a 165 
btre refrigerator m very good 
condition for a cdour televi¬ 
sion Wnte to A K Guha 
Thakurta, 69/1 Diamond Har- 
IxMir Road, Calcutta 700038 
e Wall papers: I would hke 
to exchange to West German 
waB papers (size 12" x9") for 


anything of corresponding 
value Contact Sunny, P/17 S 
M Nagar, Sarkaipod, 24 Par- 
ganas (south), West Bengal, 
743382 

• Motorbike:! would hke to 
exchange my Yamaha RX 100 
m excellent cwidition for a 
Rqidoot RO350 m an equally 
good condition or with any¬ 
thing of correspixiding value 
Wnte to S Sarkar, 73/3B 
Palm Avenue, Calcutta 
700019. 

Buliworker: I offer an 
almost new Bullworker-3 with 
power-ntetre and carrying 
case for a Spanish guitar m 
good condition. Contact De- 
babrata Mukherjee, 27/1 
Northern Avenue, (Calcutta 
700037 








RISING TO IBE OCCASION 

W hat is greatness? Peo- J 

[Ae a^ me this from I v««iaigbu a *v\i 

time to time, and their GreatnCSS IS ITlOre versatkwi with her 


W hat is greatness? Peo- 
[Ae a^ me this from 
time to time, and theff 
question flatters me because it 
impUes that 1 am accustomed 
to distinguished company. 
Which isn’t far from the truth, 
in a ‘has-been’ sense. 

But how do I define a great 
man? Let alone historic^ fi¬ 
gures such as Alexander and 
Napoleon, whose greatness 
was ach^ved on the battle¬ 
field, from my own observa¬ 
tion 1 believe ^t great people 
must combine the virtues of 
humility, compassion and fel- 
low-feelmg, apart from those 
other leadership qualities that 
are obvious. In a sense, great¬ 
ness is something which, like 
beauty, lies in the eye of the 
behdder. 

1 remember my father 
saying to me when I was about 
to go out in the world; "it isn't 
how high you climb that mat¬ 
ters: it's how well you sit at 
the top." In other words, he 
believed that lugh office and 
good manners went hand in 
hand. They often do. But 
there are exceptions. 

The first tune I met Harry 
Truman was at a reception for 
the diplomatic corps at the 
White House in Washington. 
My being there was no great 
shakes: there were, perhaps, 
a thousand others like myself. 

I was comparatively junior at 
the time—this was in 1951— 
but when my turn came, the 
President smiled warmly, said 
my name (somebody behind 
his left shoulder was promp¬ 
ting him), gripped my hand, 
looked me in die eye, and said: 
“Pleased to meet you, sir. I 
have @-eat respect for your Mr 
Nehru." 

Young and impressionable 
as I was, what struck me most 
at the time was that 1 had been 
*sir'-ed by the elected head of 
the most powerful nation on 
earth, no matter that Jie had 
been merely a small-town 
haberdasher just a few years . 
ago. He was the ‘little fella’’ 
who had the courage to take 
the awesome decision to drop 
the atom bomb on Japan, 


Greatness is more 
than just being 
great 


thus shortening World War II 
by several years and saving 
niillions of lives in the process. 

By contrast, my first meet¬ 
ing with Zulfikar AH Bhutto 
was a disaster. It was in 1962 
when he was the foreitpi minis¬ 
ter of Pakistan and visiting 
Mexico briefly from the United 
Nations in New York. His 
Mexican counterpart, Senor 
Manuel Tello, had arranged a 
humed luncheon in his honour, 
to which only the Common¬ 
wealth Ambassadors and avail¬ 
ably senior officials had been 
imhted. 

When my wife and I came U}* 
to him in the reception line and 
our names were announced, 
the future leader of Pakistan 
merely looked the other way. 
Ignored my proffered hand, 
muttered “Ah, yes," and 
turned to greet the guest next 
in line. Protocol had seated me 
next to Mrs Nusrat Bhutto and 
my wife next to her husband, 
but whereas the former made 
a charming table companion, 
my wife reported later that 


Bhutto never so much as ex¬ 
change a single wonl of con¬ 
versation with her and pre¬ 
tended not to hear when she 
asked him, please, but would 
he pass the salt. 

The Canadian Ambassador, 
Arthur Irwin, a former editor 
of Madean’s Magazine and a 
keen observer of the interna¬ 
tional scene, was witness to 
these incidents and called me 
next morning to sympathise, 
as did also Senor Tello, but I 
pooh-poohed the matter. 

About a year later, the Brit¬ 
ish Ambassador, Sir feter 
Garran, mentioned to me 
casually that Lord Mountbat- 
ten, was then Chief of 
Defence Staff, would be paying 
a brief official visit to Mexico, 
to which I replied that I would 
like very much to entertain the 
former Governor-General of 
India. “Not a chance, old boy,” 
was Garran’s response. “He’s 
up to the neck. But not to 
worry—you’ll be invited to 
some of the functions." 

Peter Garran reported this 
conversation to London, and 
back came the signal: “CDS 
wishes that Indian Ambassa¬ 
dor’s invitation should be 
accepted and programme ad¬ 
justed accordingly.” Tlius it 
was that the former Viceroy 
came to our home for lunch, 
and a good time was had by all. 

Inito Gandhi also came to 



Mexico in my time, first for a 
quiet vacation shortly after the 
death of her husband, preced¬ 
ing a later official visit by her 
father, the Prime Minister. 
She made few demands, but 
one of the thii^ she re¬ 
quested was a visit to Chichen- 
Itza, in the Yucatan peninsuia, 
where the ruins of an ancient 
Mayan kingdom are located. 

It so happened that there 
was an airtim strike on the day 
that this visit was scheduled, 
so the ^venunent arranged 
for a private executive jet to 
take her there. Mrs Gandhi 
had had a rather bad upset the 
niidit befOTe, and on our way 
to the airport she tdd me that 
she was feeling “like nothing at 
all". I sug^sted that she give 
up this part of the pro^mme, 
but she glared at me in reply. 

It was a small plane. Be¬ 
sides Mrs Gandhi and her per¬ 
sonal secretary, there were 
only five other passengers— 
my wife and myself, a young 
girl from Reiaciones Ex- 
teriores, and the pilot and 
co-pilot. In mid-joumey, a 
typical Mexican meal was 
brought out—apart from meat 
and fish delicacies, there were 
the traditional toilJIas (rum- 
meal bread), fiyales (mashed 
beans) and quacamoJe (avoca¬ 
do sauce). 

The very sight and smell of 
the highly seasoned food must 
have nauseated her, but Mrs 
Gandhi tackled each one of the 
courses with a smile on her 
face and a compliment on her 
lips, and at the end she rubbed 
her stomach delicately and 
uttered one of her few words 
of Spanish: “Delicioso!" 

These were four unportant 
people—nevertheless people 
who at one time or other 
controlled the lives and des¬ 
tinies of millbns and will there¬ 
fore feature in the pages of 
history. A conunon discernible 
feature is that there was no 
side to any of them, no false 
sense of pomp and panoply, 
though on formal occasions 
Mountbatten would insist on 
wearing all his ribbons and 
decorations, and Bhutto al¬ 
ways dressed like a dandy. 
They were ordinary human 
beings who succeeded in nsing 
to tte occasion. 

P.L. Bhandari 
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Nurturing 

Nature 

T he women of Howrah 
were recently bestowed 
an award m recognition of | 
i 




their efforts to conserve na 
ture With the monsoon 
being one of the best in a 
decade this yeai several 
organisations and instilu 
tions launched their annual 
tree plantation ceremonies 
with exemplarv effervesc 
ence But perhap'> the most 
Ivrical eftort canu from 
schoolgirls of ‘^l I horn IS 
Kidderijore who biaved in 
clement weatlu-r on Indc 
pendonce I>a\ to pi ml sa 
plings against a quainilv pas 
toral backgioiind 
Wfafting across a siwking 
plav ground gii Is dn ssed as 
dancers carried i pahnqiiiii 
like sapling containc i to the 
tune of mow bijo\ i Ac (ana 
which apllv specks of con 
quenng the desert Veunn 
teac hers and senioi student-, 
planted the sapling-, whiili 
had been distiibutcd bv the 
forest depiitmuii - uibcii 
and recreational unit Dr 
A K Chandra professor of 
Science College Calcutta 
Universilv was the chief 


Double 

Standards 

T he past month brought 
with It a mocxl of 
revelr>'. prayer and a flurry 
of aspirations The festive 
season also highlights the 
cult of worshipping a female 
power—be it as Durga, Lak- 
shmi or Kali The fact that a 
[ male dominated society like 
our present one should con¬ 
firm to a tradition that was 
prevalent as far back as the 
Iron Age does strike a rather 
incongruous note, especially 
since the unfortunate but 
steady metamorphosis in the 
female status has gradually 
demeaned the modern 
women (generally speaking) 
to beings who are inconse¬ 
quential without rela¬ 
tionships with men But 
while our dharma shasiiab 
(specially those of Manu) 
and several dharrm buttas 
desenbe women as shorn of 
individuality and extol their 
dependence on men it is the 
female power (Duiga again) 
who IS invoked by the 
heroes of both the Indian 
epics I he I'andavas seek 
Her aid twice in the 
Mahihh.iiat {\iiatpar\a b 


and Bhibhmaparva 23) while 
Rama resorts to untimely 
worship m the quest of milit¬ 
ary success in the Ramayan 
The worship of female 
powers today cmtinues ^o 
be, strangely enough, .a 
man’s pnvitege. Almost ev¬ 
ery artisan making day rni- 
gaes of the goddesses is 
male, and while other men m 
the family are permitted to 
help in the creation of the 
idol, girls are stnetiy kept 
out of It The only contribu¬ 
tion (if one may call it that) of 
a woman is far-fetched, the 
first clod of earth to make 
the image is taken from the 
soil m front of a prostitute’s 
house While many associate 
this with fertility, another 
theory maintains that the soil 
outside a prostitute's house 
IS pure because men shed 
their virtues prior to enter- 
mg the "house of sin " The 
images are then taken to 
houses or community puja 
pandals for worship This 
again, is a male domain— 
rarely does one hear of a 
Ptya being organised by a 
women's club The elaborate 
process of worship, too, is 
the prerogative of a male 
pnest, because the sacred 
thread (and consequently 
the Gayatn mantra) are de- 


med to women. It is poor 
consolabon when women are 
finally granted access to the 
goddess ui the hour of her 
departure, with the tradi¬ 
tional smdoor kbda. 

All this would have raiaed 
no hackles had the common 
man accorded even an iota of 
the respect and devotion he 
offers a female deity to the 
womenfolk at home. The 
supremacy of (he goddess is 
probably a legacy of the Tan- 
txik cult just as the mythi^o- 
gy surrounding the deities 
are And if we were to give 
credence to mjrths, Durga 
was created with the 
radiance emitted by male 
gods like Vishnu, Indra, Shi¬ 
va and others, she was then 
armed with the weapons of 
these gods who had failed to 
defeat Mahishasur, a feat 
Durga accomplished with 
remarkable ease 
If men were to team a 
lesson from the legend and 
cease treating their female 
counterparts as adversaries 
and regard them as being 
complements bf themselves, 
perhaps, like Durga, the 
modem woman could help 
alleviate social evils and 
make the world a better 
place for everyone 
Sudlpta Bhattaicharjee 










MGDRBAU DEVI (1900^ 



Bom to Bquli Bhushan 
Baneoee and HarunaU Devi 
Anguitala Devi was the 
pnncess of Bengal's music 
world for over 60 years She 
was educated m a missionary 
school m north Calcutta and 
began her music lessons from 
her father's &iend, 
Amulyababu, at the age of 
seven Next she took taZim 
from Jit Prasad, mainly in 
thummnd khayal For some 
tune she was framed under 
Ramprosad Mishra, known as 
MatarOstad Herfraimngm 
the great vanety^of classical 
music began under Jammudam 
Khan Sahib, a disaple of Badal 
Khan She learnt the nuances 
of kirtan from Iswar Thakur 
and Kazi Naznii Islam himself 
framed her m his own 
compositions 
Bom Prabhabali Banetiee. 
her name was changed later m 


her professional career as her 
voice was said to be as sweet 
as angur (grapes) She cut her 
first 4sc when she was only 
16 Bandhona ton khani 
aamaar e nadi kuley, 
accompanied by Ustad 
Zahiruddm Khan on the 
sarangi It was an mstant hit 
and smee then she did not have 
to look back 

Angurbala Devi was also an 
extremely talented actress 
She played the lead at Bejob 
and Paree theatres This, at a 
tune when there were not 
many 'respectable' women m 
this profession A staff artiste 
of Star Theatre, her 
memorable roles were m 
Atmadarshaa, Tultidas, 
Chatididas and Sir^-ud Daulah 
She also acted m a number of 
films of wluch Yamuna Paimey 
and Dhruba (both Bengab), 
Chahar Darvesb (Urdu) and 
Ma Kt Mamta and Nasib Ka 
ChakkatQx>th Hmdi) deserve 
mention 

Angurbala Devi, however, 

IS better known as a smger of 
repute In the last years of her 



career she cut a Nazrulgc'eti 
disc, Aamaar jabar somoy 
bolo By then, she had 
recorded 400 songs m Bengali, 
Hmdiand Urdu, from bght 
classical to romantic and even 
a Tagore number She was 
mvited to smg for the Maharaja 
of Mysore (who was 
extremely dscnminatmg m his 
musical taste) and the Nizam 
of Hyderabad once composed 
alync especially for her to set 
to music and smg But she also 
sang for the common man and 
on many occasions did not 
charge any remuneration She 
was honoured with a D Lift of 
the Kalyani University and also 
received the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi award She died on 
January 7,1984 
The sketch shov s her north 
Calcutta residence at P-U, 
Durga Charan Mitra Stree* 

































INNER €YE.D 


Do^dNa 


RIES 

/> Much 21—Apt* 20 

You must safoguard 

- your health Wealth 

and happiness are your birth¬ 
right Your sweetheart or mate 
ami play difficult But you wlH 
finally gM what you want Invest¬ 
ments, buying, selling, loans and 
funds are favourably signified 
Travel for work or personal 
reasons is an important feature 
of October and November 

AURUS 

* Health Job and part 

— nerships could 
cause you some anxiety Ro¬ 
mance and passion are destined 
for you Financial pressures are 
Indicated because promises 
might not be kept by others In 
matters of health a medical 
checkup Is long overdue Travel 
is a strong feature In October 

[ EMINI 

IW May 21 -June 20 

You will put In Igng 

hours at your job and 
reap rich rewards But your 
health needs proper attention In 
matters of romance you will 
work hard and play hard Your 
efforts In matters of finance will 
be appreciated though col 
leagues and subordinates will be 
jealous Children and hob 
bias give excitement and mean 
Ing to life and living 

ANCER 

■ Juna 21 July 20 

You will wine and 

-dine and go In for 

business deals and expansion 
Romance will hum in your heart 
Buying selling investment, re¬ 
novation and decoration are the 
right directions of the month On 
the health front you should not 
have any major problem Unless 
absolutely essential for business 
reasons It Is better to avoid any 
journey Devote some time to 
the affairs of children home and 
pastime 


lil July 21-August 21 

^ You WlH be active and 

-' extremely detet- 

^nlned This In turn paves the 
way to success The conditions 
ai^ setting are Ideal for ro¬ 
mance Once again expenses 
will shoot up But your earnings 
will be encouraging as well 
Minor health problema are likely 
Towards mid-week, you may 
need to travel 



IRQO 

August 22—Sapi 22 

Travel becomes one 

- of the main trends 

now Health could be a bit of a 
problem Secret affairs as well 
as strong open ties are the hall¬ 
mark this week You will earn 
from more than one source and 
thus meet your financial commit¬ 
ments Children and home Keep 
you occupied 

n IBRA 

^ Sspi 23-Oct 22 

The domestic scene 

- has an extra dimen 

Sion this week Health of pa¬ 
rents in-laws and elders cause 


anxiety Romance will be 
marked by complications and 
perplexities but joys and sur¬ 
prises as well Money will flow In 
so wait till November before rais 
Ing a hue and cry In health mat 
ters there are too many Irons in 
the fire for your comfort A home 
away from home is indicated 
Also, business can compel you 
to travel 

CORPIO 

Ocl 23- Nov 20 

Important transac 
‘ tions settlements 
negotiations trips ties visits In 
tervlews and meets are foretold 
Romance will be fiery and fan 
tastic There is money to be 



made and spent too You may 
axparlenca soma health prob¬ 
lems Changes In the home and 
family are likely An addition to 
the family Is not ruled out 

- AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Ote 20 

Mighty ambition, 

- great Inner drive, 

buying/selling/investing and 
shopping sprees are the high¬ 
lights of the week Secret ties 
ai^ romantic places entica you 
Deals, contracts and assignr 
ments boost your ego and In¬ 
come No major health problem 
Is foreseen Travel may be 
necessary for an important get- 
together 

- ^ APRICORN 

Dac 21—Jan IS 

You will be working 

- full steam on the 

home as well as on the work 
front Romance will be excellent 
In bits and parts You will wax 
eloquent but complain frequent¬ 
ly By dint of hard work and de¬ 
termination you create the light 
financial openings A home away 
from home requires active pre¬ 
paration Just see that you do 
not buckle under psychological 
crossfire and posers Stomach 
and chest are the health 
hazards The home front will be 
fully activated 

~jn QUARIUS 

/M Jan 20—Feb 18 

Publicity and sales 

- campaigns, journeys 

and collaborations, ceremonies 
and functions, deeds docu¬ 
ments contracts, job-hops and 
romance are all in a mad heap 
In romance you will love pas¬ 
sionately and the response will 
be wonderful In finance, you 
steal a march over your nvals, 
but the going will not be easy 
Move fast to augment your in¬ 
come and status Travel will be 
necessary Health wMI hold well 
Children give you a hard time but 
It WlH be wen worth it Home de¬ 
serves a facelift 


F«b le-Mansti 20 

Do not neglect the 
personal and emo¬ 
tional sides of your Hfe now It Is 
just the right time fbr/omanoe 
Seize the chances to augment 
your Income and build re¬ 
sources Health probiwna wW 
not impede your progress. Visits 
and meetings are foretold Home 
and children offer plenty of satis¬ 
faction and security 


















Titan showroom on Park Street 


GOOD 

SHOW! 

A couple of more shop 
windows, aesthetic 
enough to set them apart 

Photographs: Asit Poddar 





Khazana of Taj Bengal 












There was a time when the 


beautiful babies of the film 
industry were not really 
permitted to join the 


were exceptions. But, today, 
le floodgates have been opened 


have the opportunities. ~ 
San jay Sayani picks out five that 
are part of the new phenomenon 
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I t all began with actors who then became 
stars. They spawned sons who became 
star sons, some shining, some lack¬ 
lustre. You had Sunil Dutt’s baba, Suiijay, 
and Dharmendra’s kid. Sunny. R^endm 
Kumar’s son, Kumar Gaurav, tried his 
hand, and Raj Kapoor’s brood, Randhir, 
Rishi and Rajeev, was released on unsus¬ 
pecting celluloid freaks. 

Com really popped and wafers crackled 
in darkened movie halls then. With video, 
the trend changed. It was dinner at 
home, the small screen, with the even 
smaller VCR. The tape unspooled and star 
sons were made and destroyed. 

Yet, during all this razzle-dazzle and 
media hype, star dau^diters, still in school 
skirts and plaits, struggling with home- 
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lAUGHTERS 


Kar’shnia: Dad v\as dilliciili. but Mum s was the word 


work and battling puberty, were looking 
dreamily at the sets, arc lamps, grease¬ 
paint arid glory. 

Not only did the era of star sons start 
with Kapoor, way back m the Forties, 
he being the son of the then superstar, 
Prithviraj, it was also the same Kapoor 
Khandaan that had the distinction of un¬ 
leashing star sons on the big screen. 

Shashi Kapoor’s slim, bone-china-fragile 
girl, Saitjna, broke all Kapoor traditions, 
wdien she chose to live in with Aditya 
Bhattacharya. Meanwhile her appearances 
on Bombay's English stage, as well as the 
brief appearance as an adolescent in Papa’s 
production, 36 Chowringhee Lane, and 
Utsav, got favourable notices, and ^en, 
suddenly, she hit the limelight with Hero 
Hiralal. 

In the film she played an actress, to 
Naseeruddin Shah’s cock-a-hoop, nutty 
autonckshaw dnver gone bonkers over the 
tinsel-babe. Says producer Gul Anand, "I 
managed to convince her; she liked the 
role, agreed and we began to shoot. No 
nakhras, no tantrums, and a fine perform¬ 
ance.” 

Papa Shashi avers, "She was damn 
good, and I epjoyed her on screen as an 
old actor and a new director, and was 
happy for her. But now it seems she’s 
gone back into her shell.” 

Sanjna, who never gives interviews, 
(the rule of the thumb for her) has now, 
according to reports, removed herself 
completely from the film scene, but may 
just do a role in her hubby’s (she’s married 
Aditya) film, a role woven around her. But 
no outside offers at all, though she has 
been gettuig a steady stream of them. 

Says director Shekhar Kapur, who had 
signed on another Karxxir beti, Karishma 
(Randlur Kapoor-Babita’s baby), for his 
new flick co-starring Bobby Deol, Dhar- 
mendra’s chotta beta, about the trend of 
star daughters, "What’s the harm? If there 
are star sons, there might as well be star 
daughters. And if they are gcKid, and work 
well. 1 see no way that anything can stop 
them from reaching the top. Genetically, 
too, they have it in them." 

Kanshma was last heard as not doing 
Kapur’s film, produced by Dharam to 
launch his son. She herself says, “1 don’t 
want to comment on my being in the film 
or not. but yes, I am determined to pursue 
a career of my own, and why shouldn’t I?” 

How about family reactions? "Dad was 
difficult, but Mum was easy, and 1 thirik I 
have It in me, both the talent and the 
looks, as well as the confidence to make it, 
so why not? Also, Mum and Dad were 
both in the profession, so I have a good 
lineage. Grandpas from both sides were 
^ also established actors (Raj Kapoor and 
f Hari Shivdasam). It all kind of runs in the 
I family, and my being a girl doesn’t change 
f anything.” 



Kanshtna win soon be seen with current 
heart-throb, Salman Khan, in Bhappie 
Some’s production, Nischay, being 
directed by Esmayeel Shroff 
Says she "I faced the camera for the 
first time on August 25 this year, and it 
was like putting a duck m water no but 
terflies m my stomach, no hassles, just 
smooth sailing! and I am looking forward to 
a really big break in films But at the same 
tune I am caubous of the units I woiic with, 
the land of films I do, and the roles that I 
get I don't want to mess up my career 


even before it’s taken off " 

Bollywood’s newest Sultan, Subhash 
Ghai, comments, “I see no harm m star 
dau(^ters coming m, as long as they aren’t 
airy-fairy, and don’t take things for 
granted \^y not> 

Another showbiz shotgun, 

Gulshan Rai, 

Pooja Bedi: 

The boldest baby 
bazooka in town 


feels, "If It was the era of star sons, it can 
wen be the era of star dau^ters Anyway, 
It’s only youngsters makuig waves these 



da)^. Look at my son, I^j^.and his hit film 
Tridev or Soor^ B^atya with his Maine 
Pyar Kiya or Riykumar Santoshi with 
Ghayal or even India Kumar with DU. All 
young directors, full of ideas, pep and 
vigour. So, why not young girls with star 
backgrounds?” 

I nto all this, and out of it too, is Pooja 
Bedi, who's the boldest, bawdiest, baby 
bazooka in town.She is the ‘hot one’as 
industry pundits term her. Says Gul 

Rakash Shrestha 


Anand, who cast her in an international 
telefilm (actually her first complete film), 
Ranandng the T^. "She is very g^, 
spontaneous, and has a kind of a vivacious 
look in her eyes, which is what really 
attracted me to her and made me cast her 
in my film." 

Thou^ Pooja’s first signed film, Vish- 
kanya, product and directed by Jagmohan 
Mundhra, the NRI director, is a little de¬ 
layed, she has signed up a number of films. 
Says she, "I want the limelight, and I am 
out to get it” From striking provocative 


postures for ma^zine centrespreads to 
modelling as a pin-up girl for a liquor 
company, she won’t stop at anything. 

Speaking about her roles, Pooja says, 
“The initial thrust may have been lacking, 
but it’s all coming together now, and I feel 
that good things are in store for me. One 
film that I am really enthusiastic about is 
Mansoor Khan's Jo Jeeta WM Sikander.” 

Perhaps, this could be a major vehicle 
for her, as Mansoor is the man with the 
Midas touch, and has already a inajor hit, 
Qayanat Se Qayamat Tak, to his credit. 
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Sanjna Kapoor: Hnaikm:; tlu- Kapoor traclitfOn 


Says Khan, "When I replaced Karishma 
Pahiga with Poqja, after 40 days of shoot¬ 
ing, I wasn’t nuts. I screen tested her 
oppi^te my hero, Aamir Khan, and she 
was just the girl I was looking for.” 

Pooja, who is the daui^ter of Kabir and 
Protima (stiU better known for her nude 
streak across town, splashed in Cine Blitz, 
than for her Odissi) has no inhibitions her¬ 
self. She could soon become Bombay Sfan 
bazaar’s ultimate wetdneam, replacing the 
going-going Kimi Katkar and about-to-get- 
married Sonam as the latest libido raiser. 

Says Pooja, "I would like to do various 
roles, and if there are scenes which re¬ 
quire dragging me into fountams, streams 
a^ showers. I’ll do them coolly.” 

Karishma’s just 18, Pooja’s nearing 20, 
wdiile Saiqna is now 24. But the youngest, 
smartest and the nKist go-getting of the lot 
is director Mahesh Bhatt’s doll, again 
Pooja. How come she classifies as a ‘star 
dau^ter’? Weil, when we say stars we 
don’t only mean those who ham it upfront, 
but successful directors like Bhatt, who 
work wonders as weU as ham things up 
behind the camera! 

Bhatt’s babe will be seen nationwide m 
Daddy, a telefilm that Mahesh has put his 
heart and soul into. But wouldn’t TV be a 
disastrous debut vehicle? "No way,” says 
the 17-year-old Pooja. "In fact, when I 
asked Dad the same question, he said, 
how do you feel about 10 million or more 
people watching you at one go?” 

Pooja may be making her debut on the 
boob tube, but she’s not sitting back; she 
says, "I am doing a film for Dad with Aanur 
also, and there are a couple of other offers 
that I am considering, but I don’t want to 
rush things.” 

Unlike Sanjna and Kanshma, but like 
Pooja Bed], Bhatt has had modelling ex¬ 
perience, but says,“When I went on the 
sets of Daddy, Vapa was more nervous 
than me because he was wondering how I 
would do. But smce I have always been 
familiar with studios suice 1 was a toddler, 
and knew all the unit people, I did a very 
long scene in the first t^e, and what a 
sigji Papa heaved.” 

Pocja Bhatt is quite contradictory. She 
told us, “I wouldn’t like to really disrobe, 
not at this stage, or even pose for s^ 
pictures and make hot copy.” But seeing 
her splashed m the glitzy film mags in 
micro-minis, and spewing hot copy as the 
days go by, it does seem as a bit of 
Mahe^ has rubbed off on her. 

Luckily, most star daughters have httle 
to worry about considenr.g the set-up of 
the film industry, where it’s not the 
heroine who really rakes in the ‘initials’, 
except when you are a SndevL (On her 
own, even Madhuri Dbat, is a dud). The 
hero still counts more, and so does the 
structure of a film. So even with initial 
flops, the others get the blame, while the 


Shilfia Shirodkar: 
Arriv ing with a l>an”| 


IP 






jP heroine gets away scot-free the silver 
I hnoig if one can call it that' 
w Women hbbers may raise their hatkles, 
but it’s the truth “Look," says Manmohan 
Desai, “when I made Gangaa Jdiminaa 
Saraswathi, a hit in the rural sectors, 
I made the mistake of making the heroine, 
rather both the heroines, Meenakshi 
Seshadhan and Jaya Prada—very strong 
'Thus, Amitabh’s role was equalled The 
film didn’t click as I expected it to, that's 
the audience psyche ” 

Shilpa Shirodkar, in more senses than 
one, 18 the odd woman out For, she isn’t a 
true star daughter, that is, if you reckon 
films, but her mother, Sushma Shirodkar, 
was a star on the Marathi stage in 
Bombay 

First Shilpa made waves a ta Pooja Bedi 
by getting sizzling pictures of hers 
splashed all over the bossies, and then, 
did a very danng rape scene for Ramesh 
Sippy's Bhrashtathar As she says, “When 
you want to arrive, do it with a bang ’’ 
Then followed Kjshen Kanhaiya where yet 
agam her assets.includmg histrionic, were 
exposed to advantage 

In fact, she's quite the gal to nix the loss 
of Kimi Katkar, and give Pooja Bedi a run 
for her cleavage Says Slulpa ‘1 am not 
going to be wearing sexy dresses all the 
tune Only if required Otherwise, 1 am 
bankmg on my talent to take me to the 
top ’’ 

She’s got the drive and panache to do 
so, and has a heap of films lined up, includ- 
mg her biggest break to date, //um a 
Bachchan starrer m which she is cast 
opposite Govinda How does it feel to be a 
star daughter^ “I am not a star daughter m 
the strict sense of the term, but 1 feel that 
1 have a great mum Also, having been a 
very talented stgge actress, she lus been 
a very good tutor ’’ 

However, she is pretty cut up about the 
man who fost introduced her to films, 
Sawan Kumar, but says she doesn’t want 
to talk about it The story doing the 
rounds is that he gave her a raw deal, and 
then blasted her m pnnt 

As the present lot of heroes age, they’D 
find It increasingly difficult to pau* with the 
newer lot of heroines, mcludmg the star 
dau^ters Which means that new heroes 
will have to be found, thus raising the nsk 
factor This is, perhaps, why star dau^- 
ters today are findmg the gouig tou^r 
than they expected 

In any case, though pop com won’t pop 
as much as it did even till the late Seven¬ 
ties, movies will be made, and freshers 
wiH be Wooded. The breaks will come— 
how soon and how frequently, only tune 
will teH 

In the meantune, get ready to face the 
star babes. ■ 







• AaahlquI: Orient (Bentick 
Street; 2819I7>—4 shows,Talkie 
Show House (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street, 552270) & Menoka (Sarat 
Chatteijee Avenue, 410417)— 
nooa 

Mahesh Bhatt’s tribute to young 
love, stamng debutants Anu Agv- 
wal and Rahul Roy The music is 
by Nadeem Shravan 

• Doodh Ka Kan: Paradise 
(Bentmdc Street, 285442>-ll 30, 
2 30, 5 45, 9 

Dffected by Ashok Gaikwad and 
vnth music by Annu Malik, the 
duel attractions n this fim are 
Jackie Shroff, Neelam, Varsha 
Usgaonkar and Amnsh Pun. 



i 1. /J 

V ' >' 1.1 w 

‘ ■ -''--.M m_ 

' 'L.' 


Rahul Roy and Anu Agarwal in AaaUquI 



(Chittaraqan Avenue, 390762) 
Directed by K.R. Reddy and 
with musK by Laxmikant Py^lal. 
the film stars Jeetendra, Rekha, 
Ristu Kapoor, Mandakmi, Madhavi 
and Danny 

• Zakhml Zamaan: Jyob (Lenm 
Saram, 241132), Naaz (Lower 
Chitpur Road, 277273), liberty 
(Chittaraiqan Avenue; 553046), 
Khanna (Acharya Prafiilla Chandra 
Road, 552932), Madhuban (Regent 


Bruce Willis and Bonnie Bedalia in Die Hard 


lAOUSU'- 


• Nyay Anyay: Mqesbc (Rafi 
AIuimkI Kuhra Road; 244^), 
Rosy (Chowringbee Place, 
284138), Knshna (T C. DutU 
Street, 250437), Rig^ TAshutosh 
Mukheijee Ro^ 4744(B). 

A film by Lawrence D’Soua 
starring Jeetemha, Jaya Prada. 
Sumeet Saigal, Sliilpa Sfauodkv 
and ArmpanJOier. The music IS by 
Anand MtSt 



Park) 

Aditya Panchob and Jaya Prada 
are the lead pau Also starmg are 
Paresh Rawal and RaigeeL The 
film IS directed by Mahendra Shah 
and the music la by Anand Mifami 


Bengali Films 


a Balidnan: Uttara (Bidhan Sara- 
ni, 552200)—3, 6, 9, Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
350680)—2 30, 5 30, 8 30, Ugala 


aPmdbaiidb: Metro (Chowr- 
inghee Road, 280141), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadiah Chandra Bose 
Road, 249828), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road; 391090), Mitra 
(Bidhan Saram; 551133), Kalika 
(Sadananda Road; 478141)—regu¬ 
lar shows; JagR (Adiarya Prafiilla 
Chandra Road; 365I06)-iiooii. 

A new fim, staning Cteaqeevi 
and Juki Chawla. The musK is by 
laxmikant PyarelaL 
• Shash Ehte (S.N. 

Baneiiee Road; 2413B», Pnbiwt 


ti:-' 








(Rumi R(m 4 4786e6>-a i. 9, 
Maitncha (RmboI Puk). )iy> 
(Like Tom; 573^)—3 ihom. 

Aid Gmffdjr’i naideo Benai 
directorUI venture, etarruig 
Rnkhff, Subhendu Chattetjee, 
Mnnd Koumt, Paptya AdUori, 
Nayana Daa. Shalnmtala Bania, 
Hptab Chtfteijee. AbUahdi Chat¬ 
tel debutante Rigid and Tkpaa 
Paul ThemuaiciibyB^niiLdriri. 
• Cfeakruta: Hind (Ganeib 
(tundra Avemir, 274290), Daipa- 
na (Bkhn Suaai; 5SB080)—2, 5, 
7.49; Puma (S.P. Mukhei^e 
Rend; 474967>-2.30, 9.30, & 

Raqjk MuOidc and Moon Moon 
Sen are the lead pair. Othera 
co-ataning are Rajeabwari Roy 
Cboudhuiy, Biptab Chatteijee, 
Abliipt Rata Ghod, Rune 
Gubatbakurta and Sumanta 


Middieijee. The An k dbected by 
Amat to and the nwaic ia by 
Santanoy Mukhetjee. 

• Debam (A): Minar (BkBian 

Sarani; 592793), Biioli (S.P. 
Mukhetjee Road; 473462), (3dia- 
bigba r (Mahatoia Road; 

^274Q)-3.45, 9.30, &1& 

Victor Banetjee, Debaafaree Roy, 
DiHp Roy, Anup Kumar, Kali 
BaiMijee, Imkani Haider, Aijun 
Chakiaborty and Raqjit MuBcfc 
oompriae the main caat The Om ia 
directed by AbhP Sen Hid die 
nauic ia 1^ R.D. Bunnia 

• Jaelwn Bnngte: Rupbani 
(Bidbui Sarani; 9^13), Anna 
(Mahatma GindU Road; 399961), 
Bhirati (S.P. Muidieijec Road; 
474686)-L 4, 7, 

Directed by Ravi Mnigi and 
wUi muaic by Mtiml Banetjee, the 


An atari Tapaa PHd and Ardiana 
Jfoglehar akuig witfa Deepankar De, 
Shakuntah Barua. Kd Banetjee, 
Gita Day Hid Soumitra Ch a tteijee. 
aMommywae: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani; S61SlS)-3 ahowa; FtacM 
(Acharya JagidUi Chandra Roae 
Road; 271282>-2, S. 7.45; Ptiya 
(faahbehari Avenue; 46444(B— 
2 . 3 a & 30 , a 

Mouahumi Chatteijee, Tapaa 
Pul, Deepadar De. Sredi Ma- 
jumder, Subhendu Chatteijee, Uy 
Chakraiiorty and Maatcr Rintu are 
the chief attractiona in thia An, 
directed by Bireah Chatteijee. Ihe 
muaic ia by Swapin Chataaborty. 
a Raja Badahah: Taflde Show 
Houae (Shibdu Bhaduri Street; 
552270), Menoka (Sarat Chatter- 
jee Avenue; 410417), Jagat 
(Acharya Pia^ Chandka Road; 


365108)-^ ahowa. 

Directed ^ Palaah Baonjee, 
the cast kiduto Swarup, Mi^ 
iDebika, Manmatha, Ai^ Anur* 
adha Master Afahi, MaatoPapan, 
Rana Mukheijee, Payal Bhit- 
tadiarya and a pair of elwphwita. 
The music is by Ann Robin. 

• Bhaah Aaghnat: Radha 
(Bhlian Sarani; 553045>-2.30. 
&30, aiS; Lotus (S.N. Bnetjee 
Road; 242664)-3,6, InAaOndra 
Roy Road; 471757)-3. 5.45, 
a30. 

A An by Jaymta Purfcayastha, 
starring Th^ Oeepnikar De, 
Shomi Anand, Nwm Das, b- 
dtani Dutta, Mamj Mitia, Swann 
Dutta, Biptab Chatteijee, footbal¬ 
ler Subrata Bhattachirya and de¬ 
butant Kumar Rani. The music is 
by Ravindra Jab. 


I’l.'iru's 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura tlmaa ara for Calcutta, nfluraa In braekota 

danotatha daya, 1 balng Monday. 




London-CaiouttaKlMM; Air. ( 1 ): 
AI-132(AI-1320 a 1300. 
Calcutta-aomtaay-Lnnden Hew 
York: Dap. (2); A-101 a 0240. 
caemta-Ooinnay-Ouba: Dap. 

g ): Ai-101/Ai-743 a 0240. 

onibay-Caioutla*Bsngkok- 
Tokyo: Arr. (6): At-306 a 1830; 
Dap. (5); AI-306 a 1030. 
Tnkyo-Bannknk-Caloulta- 
Bombay: Arr. (6): AI-309 a 1825; 
Dap. (6): AI-309 a 1035. 
Oaleutla-Bombay-LoiMlon-Naw 
YOfk: Dap. (8): AI-SOO/AI-IIOI a 
1036. 

Caleulta-Daihl-Parla-London: 
Dap: (7); AI-16SVAi-13S a 0600. 
Caleutta-Oaffimei n a d F ranklurt: 
Oap: (7): Ai-ieS1/AI-1W a 0600. 
Naw York-London-Oalhl- 
Catautta: An. (7); Ai-112rAI-1122 
a 0340. 

Prankfutt-Rema DaHH-Catcima: 
Arr. (1); AI-ia2/AI-1320 a 1300. 
Moaop w Duba-CalcuWa; Arr. (4); 
SU^ a 1626. 
Caloulta-Oubal-Moaeow: Dap. 
(4); 80-638 a 1725 
Aimna n Ca o u tt a ; Arr. (1, 4): RJ- 
184 a 0730. 

Caloiiltn-Aimnan (vto Bangkek); 
Dap. (1, 4): lU-iei a 0630 
Caleiitta-SIngapora; Dap (2). 
60416 a 1120 and Dap (7): 
80413 a 1630. 
tfcipapnia ralniitla Arr (2): 80- 
416 a 1020 and Arr. (6): 80414 a 
0920. 

Calwi Wa Ba n g k ok; Dap (2,4,7); 
10231 a 1060, Dap ( 1 , 3, 6); 
Ta-314 a 1366; Arr. (2, 4, 7); 
10232 a 1640, Arr. (1, 3, 6): 
T3-313 a 1240. 
0alM-caeiilla4Miska; Arr. {6); 
10643 a 0755; Oap. (6): lOM a 
0666. 

Dham-Camitta-OaM: Arr. (6); 
10644 a 1116: Oap. (6): 10644 a 
1218. 

C afeu Ha K aa m andu; Oap. (2, 4, 


6, 7): 10247 a 1600, Oap. (1, 6): 

RA-214 a 1630; Arr (2. 4, 6, 7): 

10248 a 1916, Arr. (1, 6): RA-213 

a 1430. 

CaloidkeOhaka; Oap. (1. 7): tO 

223 a 1340, Dap. (2.4,6); 10223 

a 164a Oa>. (2, 3, 5, 6): BQ-092 

ai.1060, Oap. (4); BCK)92 a 1130, 
Ota>. (2,3,6): B0004 a 1620 and 
BQ-096 a 1940, Dap. (6); 60066 

a 1820. 

Oliakn«aleiitta: Arr. (1, 7). lO 

224 a 1540, Arr. (2,4,6): IOSB4 a 
1840. Arr. (2.3,4.8,6); BO-091 a 
1010. Arr. (2.>'3, 6): 80-003 a 
1540, Hid b 64>96 a 1010, Arr. (6); 
BO097 a 1740. 
Caeutta-Chlltaeong; Dap. (M: 
10225 a 1330, Dap. (2. S); 8(3- 
696 a 1416. 

Chmagong-Celeutta; Arr (6): lO 
226 a im, Arr. (2, 5): 80697 a 
1330. 

CaleullaRara: Dep. (2). KB-lOe 
a 0900; Arr. (2): I^IOS a 0600 


Dotncslic 


Affslndto 

(MeultaMhl: Oap (7): AI-1661 

a 0600. 

OalM-Caoulla; Arr. (1): At-1320 a 
1300; Arr. (7): AI-1122 a 0340. 
Cabuita-Boiiibay: Oap (2); Al- 
101 a 0240; Oap. (6). Ai-3oe a 

1835 

•ombay^leuna: Arr. (5); AI-306 

a 1816. 


Mtaa ilMIfiag 

CabultngMM: Dm. (dally): lO 
263 a 0630 and {0402 a 1700; 
Arr. (daBy); K>401 a 1135 and 
10264 a 2226. 



Arr. (daly): 10274 a 1856 and 
10176 a 0766. 

Caaiiaa Madina; Oap. (data); lO 
266 a 1700; Arr. (day); lOM a 
2160. 




Printnd tmo India mmilarlndlaii Airilnan n oh ad ul a. 
ThIa la, h ot ara v a r, aubitmtto channa. P na a a ii Ba ri nm 
adviaad ta haao tiaak af annaunaamanta mada by 
Indian Altllnaa Hi dm p ra aa . Far aa al a t anaa, thay 
may oontaot 262048. 2e2668. 266868. 262417. 
606432. 869841/2/314/6 and 666633. 


a 6. 7): 10271 a 1600; Air. (2. 3, 
4, 6, a 7): 10272 a 2026. 
Calculta-Vlaag Ma dr aa ; Oap. (1. 
2, 4, 6); 10542 a 0730; Arr. (1); 
10541 a 0046 and Arr. (2. 4, 6): 
10541 a 1310. 

(btoull»4kiwahall: Oap (daUy): 
10229 at 1260; Arr. (daily): l02M 
a 1550 

CatouttaOtbrugarh: Dap (1,2,3, 

4, 6, 6); 10201 a 1130; Air. (1, 3, 

5, 6); 10202 a 1246, Arr (2, 4); 
10202 a 1500 

Caleulta-Taapur-Jorhat- 
OuwatwH-Caloiitta: Dtp. (3,6, 7): 
10213 a 1030; Arr. (3, 5, 7); 
10213 a 1540 

Caleutia-Quwahall-DImapur: 
Oap (1.3. 6, 6)- iC-218 a 1120; 
Air (1. 3, 5. 6): 10220 a 1600. 
Calcutta B ^o gr a: Dap. (daiy): 
102211 a 1100; Arr. (daHy). tO 
222 a 1320 

Caloutta-Agartala: Dep (datfy): 
10241 at 0700, Dap. (2.4): 10243 
a 1400, Oep. (3.5,6,7). 10243 a 
0600, Dm (1): 10243 a 1400; Arr. 
(daHy) 10242 a 0000, Arr. (2. 4); 
0244 a 1600, Air. (3. 6, 6, 7): 
0244 a 1020, Arr. (1): 0244 a 
1600. 

Caleirtta-Bllahar-Imphal: Oap. 
(daHy). 0256 a 0600; Arr. (daHy): 
O^ a 1030. 

Caculta-Bhubanaawnr Nagpur- 
Hydambad: Oap. (3,6.0): tOSM 
a 17ia Air. (3. 5, 6): 0270 a 
2040. 


wWBUQS”ffyB0fMMHIa UVp* fla Za 

-- ^ 




0277 a 1748; 
278 a 2216. 


C a lo m twPon Biar: Dap. (2, 4): 
0286 a 0548; Arr. (2, 4); 0286 
a 1015. 


CaleutinRort Bl ai r C ar H bobaR 
Oap. (1); O 287 a 0646; Arr. (1); 
0288 ft 1236. 

Caloutla-aanohl-Balna* 
Ui ok n our B aB il ; Oap. (1,3,4,6,6 
7): 0410 a 0630: Air. (1, 3,4.6. 
6, 7): 0400 a 1610. 

Caoutta-Agartaa Imphal; Dap. 

(1.3.6) : PF-727 a 0630; Arr. (1,3, 
6); PF-72S a 1120. 
CaMwtia-Agartala-SItohar: Dap. 
(7): PF-^A a 0660; Arr. 
PF-730A a 1060. 
Caleutla-Bhillong-Quurahall- 
Caiautia: Oap. (1.3,6,7): PF-701 
a 1140; Arr. (1,3, 6, 7): PF-702 a 
1616. 

Caleutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
KaHaalialiar-/toiHlala-Calmitb: 
Oai. (2,4,6): a 0660; An. 

(2, 4, 6): PP-730 a 1040. 
Caleutta-Sllehar*Bhlllong* 
O u ura h a B B lle h ar Ca le uBa : Dap. 

(2.4.6) : PF-701 a 1100; Arr. (2,4, 
6): PP-702 a 1716. 
CatautMtoukaB: Oap. (1,3,6); 
PF-71S a 0600; Arr. (1, 3, 6): 
PF-716 a 0856. : 
Caleutta-Ouwahall-Jorhat* 
Ulabari Dthnigarti Taau; Oap. (2, 
6); PP-TOg a 0616; Arr. (X 6): 
PF-710 a 1840. 

Caleulta-Ouwahatl-Olmapur- 
dortwHJIabarHNbfiMarti: Dae 
(4): PP-709 a 0818; fW. (4): Pf- 
710 a 1780. 

Caleutta-Ouwaliatl-Dlaiapur- 
Jorfial-UiabaiHMbnMarti-lmu: 
Oap. (7); PP-70e a 0600: Air. (7): 
PP-710 a 1706. 

Calcutta* Alaawl-BIlebar* 
OumImM: Dap. (1, 3. 5, 7); PF- 
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706 at 0016; Air. (1, 3, 6, 7) 
PF-706 « 1620. 

CrtoiiMa A atH! 0^>. (1. 3, 6) 
PF-720A 161130; Air. (1. 3, 5) 
PF-73QA m 1410. 


Caleutta*AI>awi*Ag«rtala- 
Caioiilia: Dap. (2,4,6): PF-706 al 
0010 and PF-720e at 1310; Air. (2, 
4,6). PF-706 at 1256 and PF-730B 
at 1666. 


PF- 717 at 0660; Air. (2,4.6): 
PF-716 at 0746. 

Caloutta^iooeli Miar: Dap. (8, 
4,6,7): PF-707 at0600: Air. (2,4. 
6, 7). PF-TOe It Ota. 


Dapaitiira EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 
Up Thna HOWt^ Tima Di 

2311 19-00 OalhI-Kallia Mall 8-30 22 

3006 19-20 Amrttaar Mall 8-05 3C 

3003 20-00 Bombay Mail via Aflahabad 13-16 3C 

2381 9-15 Al^Cond. (Naw DaM) Ex- 18-00 23 


Dapartura 


SOUTH-EASTERN 

RAILWAY 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


OalhI-Kallia Mall 
Amrttaar Mall 

Bombay Mail via Aflahabad 
Alr-Cond. (Naw DaM) Ex- 
praaa via Qaya-Varanasl 
Dap— Tuaa, Thurs A Sat 
Air—Wed FrI & Sun 
Alr-Cond. (Now Dottil) Ex- 
proaa via Patna 
bap—Mon Wed FrI 8 Sun 
Ait —Mon Tiw» Thure 8 Sat 
Rajdtwni Expreaa 5 days a 


Dep—Mon Tues Thurs FrI 8 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wad Thurs Sat 8 
Sun 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex- 
presa Tn-Wkly 
Dep—Tues FrI 8 Sat 
An—Tues Wed 8 Sat 
Purbanchal (Qorakhpur) Ex- 
prase 

Dep—Mon 8 Thurs 
Arr-Thurs 8 Mon 
Boon Express via Qrand 
Chord 

Udayan Abba Tooian Ex- 
piaes via Main line 
Amrttaar Expreaa 
Delhi Expreaa via Mam Une 
Delhi Janata Expreaa via 
Main Une 
Ijicknow Express 
Mithlla Express 
Kanchanjungs Expraas 
Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 
Black Diamond Eiqiroaa 
Coalfield Express 
Asansol Express 
Danapur Express 
North Bihar Express 
Dep— Wednesday 
An—Friday 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 
Dep—Tues Thurs 8 Sat 
An—Mon Thurs 8 Sat 
Sarttlnlketan Expraas 
Chambal (Qwallor) Tri- 
waakly Bwpeirfaet Express 
Dep— Thurs Sat 8 Sun 
Arr—Tues Wed 8 Thurs 
SMpra (trtdora) Express 
Dep—Tues 8 Wad 
Arr— Sat 8 Sun 
Shakllpuni (Chopan) Ex- 
pr4M 

0^ 8 An—Mon 8 FrI 
DoraUipur Express 

Dep 8 An—Sunday 

SealdtOt 

Darjeeling Mall 
Dour Expraas 
Jammu-Tawl Expraas 
'Muflhal Barai Expraas via 

SBu loop 

BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 
Chhaprs Expreaa Trt-weekly 
Dep 8 An—Wad Fn 8 Son 


11-30 

2302 

11-10 

2374 

4-15 

2548 

7-20 

3010 

18-15 

3008 

15-45 

3050 

6-10 

3012 

5-30 

3040 

11-55 

3020 

5-00 

3022 

20-50 

2556 

e-30 

5660 

21-25 

3318 

10-30 

3030 

8-45 

3036 

6-36 

3032 

11-10 

3026 

8-00 

3072 

16-40 

3016 

7-30 

2160 

7-30 

1172 

7-30 

3328 

10-40 

6050 

8-45 

3144 

6-15 

3154 

18-30 

3152 

12-50 

3134 

10-25 

3104 

4-30 

5186 


Madras Mall 

Bombay Mall via Nwjpur 
Qitanjall (Bombay) Mprase 
Ahmadabad Express 
Bombay Exprau via Nagpur 
Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
praas 

Bangalore Expraas 
Dep—Tues 
An—Son 

Tata Steel Express 
lapat Express 
Sambalpur Express 
Ranohl Halta Express 
Puri Expwess Via Cuttack 
Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 
Narai 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex- 

proea 

TIrupatl Express 
East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

Purulla Express 
Dep—Except Saturday 
An—Except Sunday 
Quwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 
Monday only 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 
Quwahatl Weakly Express 
(via Visakhapatnam 8 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

Quwahatt-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah 8 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfaet Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 8 Madras) 
Dep—Fri 8 Sun 
An^Tues 8 Fri 
QuwahaU-Bangalora City 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 
8 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 
Bangaloro CIty-Quwahatl 
Weakly Express (via Howrah 
8 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

Patna-Coohin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmlnus- 
Patna Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 


CIty-Quwahatl 
iss (via Howrah 


Tims 

Dn 

6-45 

6004 

7-25 

8001 

'14^ 

2859 

4-30 

8033 

16-16 

8029 

11-30 

2842 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

6-55 

8006 

6-05 

6016 

5-30 

8008 

7-45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

4-15 

8060 

14 45 

8046 

11-20 

8016 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13-45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 


ENQUIRIES: For round the clock hiformatlpn of Esstam Railway 
trains, please dial 203545-64 tar In-comiriff trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For Information about reservations on 
Eaetam and South Eastern Railways bains, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 9 pm on wee kdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
oaxettad holidays). 
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APPtE HUNT! Hm irany 
diMring atovaT Our arlM 


■pplaa can you And In < 
ttw total nufflbar la 21 


a UP A TREEI Cfodit an unknown aourca lor this pithy 
rhyma Naturo worfca in circlaa Everyone agraea Treea 
grow out ol doora And doora are made from trees 
Except metal doora natch 


HOCUS-POCUS 





SMUGGLER’S MESSAGE 
A carrier pigeon used byamugglera 
of precious stones is Interoa^ed 
and found to be bearing the follow¬ 
ing cryptic message In a capsule 
attached to tts ieo 
UHOHDVLQJ 
OLOPRQQ 

ELUG WRGDB WZR XP 
This message Is encoded in a 
simple manner 0 stands for A E 
stands lor B F stands for C and so 
on consecutively through the 
atphabet with A B and C standing 
lor X Y Z 

Let s see If you can decode the 
message to help thwart the smug 
glux) operation 

wd a«i Aapn 

pjtq ptiouivtp apM/ WMsaiv 


e SUM TE8TI PiaM disita 
1 to 9 in Msnh eirolaa of tiM 
dlaaram bolow ao that 
aacn horixentai. vaifloai 
and diagonal row of tha 
innar aguaro totala IS. 

AND, at tha aama dmo. 
aaeh four numbara of tha 
innar and outer drdoa la to 
total 20 

Number 5 ia In plaea. 
Can you inaart tha raat? 


I Op MM 

» C • 9 X Z I t ujoaoQOidfli Mooy 


WM 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thera «a at toati aO dMar- 
aneat In drawing datala batwaan top and bobom panata Haw 
quidily can you find tham^ Check anawara takh aioaa batow 

eumuinqsisBwNau aiuwewPaiequMN S BussiUi 

OMd » iwaMsaiiaa e ^up au iaipsyi x iuMawpaa«iK> l stouawiiK] 


FUNSPOT 







BIG SPLASHI Our aurfar pal la landing wHh a aplaah Apply eolora 
naatiy to acana 1—Rad 2—Lt Mua 3—Yellow 4—LL brown 
S—Flesh tones a— Lt groan 7—Ok brown a— Ok Mua 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points for using all the 
Ictlers In the word below to form 
two complete words 

CULPABLE 


THEN score 2 poinH each far all 
words of four loHart or more 
found among the laflors 

Try la scare at least M pain t s 

dM eno uwjOsw ii qm ad 







































«JhsSw •fcj '-Ai; 

W 9 don't usually 

announce quues from 
outside the state because 
we either don't get any in- 
tormation about ttiem or in- 
suflloloftt Hme to make the 
announcement. This time 
Sanskrttiki, a socio-cuttural 
organisation of Quwahati 
has Informed us well in adv> 
ance. They are^ng to 
organise the NEQuTz'90on 
Novembers, 1990at the 
Ftang Bhawan Auditorium in 
Maligaon. Quwahati 781011. 
They write; "The quiz will be 
conducted by one of India's 
leadng quizmasters, 

Bhaskar Bhattachaijl. In its 
maiden venture last year, the 
competition attracted the en¬ 
tries of as many as 54 teams 
from different comers of this 
region braving inclement 
weather wWi Govt Law Col¬ 
lege, Quwahati emerging 
victorious. The organis^n 
expects more teams partici¬ 
pating this year and making 
the event more attractive 
and competitive. Details re¬ 
garding the competition can 
be had from: Western 
Pharmacy, Maligaon, Char- 
Ian, Quwahati 781011." 

I 

A quiz report from Shvam 
SundarJalan, SHiguri: ' 
"Skylark, Siliguri orga- I 

nised an Inter-schooi quiz 
competition at Maheshwari j 

Bhawan, In which eight I 





pxic I ffIftOiJeeftoii; Which was the only team 
In Kalla SOwhich allotted Jeraey 
nufflbera In alphabetical order and not 
by poaltlona? (P. Burendra, Kadam 
Kuan, Nawadah, P.O. A Diet Nawadah 
-—1805110.) 

Alta; 'Betglum’, henoe their goa l kee p er dkf not wear 
No.1. 


! schools participated. Quiz¬ 
masters Pradip Ksdia 8 Dilip 
Aganral did a great Job In a 
dose competibon. Don Bos- 
co School finished first fol- 
lowsd by Lincolns High 
School and St Joseph's High 
School." 

Othello Mazoomdar, Bora! 
has sent us i'Who is he?': 

“He was bom during the 
last decade of the last cen¬ 
tury and spent an unforget- 
able childhood wRh his 
grarxffather who was factual¬ 
ly his mother's stepfather. 

His mother was widowed 
twice, first by an Englishman 
who was double her age and 
then by a Jew who fathered 
him but told him only in 1942 
that they had been using a ' 
surname which they never 
deserted, that had no rela¬ 
tion with blood. He had mar¬ 
ried a Greenwich village girl. 
Influencbd by a gentteman 
whom he called the Master 
of his youth and who in die 


second decade of this cen¬ 
tury embarked on a full-time 
career as a city planner In 
India, he has been widely 
recognised as one of the ori¬ 



ginal minds this century pro¬ 
duced and was a philo¬ 
sopher, biographer, social 
analyst and critic of art and 
architecture. Apart from va¬ 
rious world hotiours, he re¬ 
ceived doctorates from the 
universities of Edinburgh 
and Rome. The Story of Uto¬ 
pias 'Mas the first book and 
amongst his numerous 
books are arbiography of 
Herman Melville, SVdrs & 
Stones, Fmth for Living, 
Values for Survfva/,and in hi: 
autobiography.S/refohes 
/h>m Llfe,tw writes, 'I never 
suffered from academic pa¬ 
ralysis of open-mindedness 
and my sole security con¬ 
sisted in my willingness to 
remain insecure'.” 

Who was he and who was 
the Master of his youth? 

Ans; Lewis Mumford, so¬ 
da! critic and Patrick 
Geddes. 

Dr P.K. Nayak, Calcutta 
19 writes to say that 'Bar¬ 
ber’s Chair' sign (September 
9) also occurs in other dis¬ 
eases, such as Compression 
of the Cervical Chord and 
Syringomyelia. 

Poetcript: Tomorrow is the 
last day for receiving entries 
for the Argus Close Quiz 
which will be held on Novem- 
bor8,9&11,1990 at the 
Dalhousie Institute. 
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I'VE SOT TO LEARN 
TO USE THE COM<»UTER 
AT VWDRK' _ 


4 Y A' 

E^H 


ARCHIE CAN 
HELP VOU' 


HE'P 0E OEIISHTEP } PON'T 
TO HELP you ' V PUSH IT' 






ARCHIE,WILL YOU SHOW -ME HOW 
TO USE YOUR COMPUTER ASAIN'? 




PAP, last 
TIME YOU 
MAPE JOKES 
AND PIPN T 
PAV 

ATTENTION ' 






WON'T, 
TIME ' , 



OPEN VOUR HOME FOLPERM 
HIT THE RETURN SUTTON ' j 
PIP YOU SE T all 


VOU POT VOUR LEf=T 
TOOT (N, YOU PUT 
yOUR LEFT FOOT ^ 
OUT,,, 






CHEsref^ IS 
STILL KAkPPiKQ/ 

Moose •• 
Mr OOESH'T 
KMOW >toU 
0O(^ROVAiEO 
HIS C^R 







MOOSE MILLER'S PIG IS IN OQR YAROf 


' RELAX/ 
HE'LL ONLY 
EAT THE 
ON/ERRlPE 
APPLES THAT 
fall from 

OUR TREE y 












































































































Pocket-sized Sachin Tendulkar scored a point again: that size is no criterion 
for performance. And now the diminutive cricket crackerjack has bagged an 
unprecedented Rs 18-iakh contract with a sports goods company. More power 
to your elbow, Tender Ten. Photo^ph by UTPAL SORKAR 











CAN YOU SEE STEEL IN THIS 
MAJESTY OF MARBLE 1 


The disceming eye can see beyond Ihe 
obvious. Far beyond Ihe intricate form 
of this Diiwara Temple situated on the 
extensive pateau of Mount Abu in the 
Aravaili mountains of Rajasthan. Of 
white marble, Ihe interior is lavish in 
sculpture and architectural 
decoration. Columns, ceilings, porticos 
and cells, display marble figures based 
on geometrical mandala with super¬ 
imposed planes and concentric rings 
in Ihe form of a star. In each cell is a 
polishad stone idol rapnsenlinga 
liilhaniuua or lain saint 

4 , 

Centuries have rolled by. Monuments, 
great and small, have come to adorn 
our land. The men who made these 
aesthetic masterpieces possihle were 


the anonymous artists in league with 
the blackiunilh. It was that forgotten 
furnace which forged steel tools and 
implements, however crude and 
archaic. Thus, Ihe backbone of such 
sweeping creativity was, as always, 
technology. In a word, steel foiging. 
And centuries of steel foiging in India 
is today reaching a technological 
zenith with POWMEX STEELS. 

POWMEX is emerging as Asia's first 
plant to produce Hi^ Speed Steel and 
Super High Speed Steels through 
Powder Capsule For^ Technology. 

POWMEX, in adlaboialion with the 
world leader BOHLER of AUSTRIA is 
setting upa Rs. 700 million high tech 
plant near Titlagarh in Orima. This 


will put the Indian High Speed Steel 
on par with the finest available in Ihe 
wo^ POWMEX product mix 
includes both Tui^en and 
Molybdenum High Speed Steels of 
various sections in rounds, flats and 
squares, and are indispensable for 
making drills, reamers, dies, farming 
took, punches, special beatings etc. 
The took made out of Super High 
Speed Sleek will brim dbout a 
seachange in their durability and 
quality turning out belter components. 

POWMEX reduces imparts and saves 
precious Foreiga exchange to uphold 
the country's ideal of sdf-rdiara and 
growth. 





POWMEX - Redefining the future of High Speed Steel 


Powmex Steels Limited 

(AN ASSKTCD VSTTOF mCOQ 
AdaiaUnlm URcb S-teZI/A. loal No. II 
aiainHIlkHr^iiW.SMSM 
lamtanSOinirTakBolMiirDU Omw 
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Hot and Sweet 

Thinka a rnffion for that 
exciting picture of hot and 
sweet Oabriela Sabatini in 
Candid Camera (Septem¬ 
ber 23). keft me in a 
sweat 

But what took you so 
katft mister? 

Md[ Masud, 

Calcutta 

Some Research 

Apropos of the piece, ‘The 
Feminist Sita’ (August 26) 
by Saimistha Dutta Gupta, 
I am amazed that she 
should think Nabaneeta 
Dev Sen has “unearthed” 
the text of the Raimyana 
by Chandrabati Devi, the 
Mymensingh poetess of 
the I6th centiirv. 
Sabatini:Oh, Gaby! 


Even a pidiatme ^ the 
AmoMian sense) film the 
present writer. has no 
claim to schototup, knew 
of theexistence of this 
Ramayana ever since Ms 
childhood, fed as he was on 
its story by Ms grandpa¬ 
rents. He also remembers 
a Bengali film of the early 
Fifties called Kavi Chandra¬ 
bati, starring Anuva Gupta 
in the title role, wMch dealt 
with the life of the poetess 
vis-a-vis her Ramayana. 
That, according to one ver¬ 
sion, Sita was the daughter 
of Ravana and Mandodan 
was common knowledge 
among the children of our 
times. There exists even a 
Ceylonese version of the 
Ramayana where Ravana is 
not the villain, but a great 



hen (and tfaeprotagonigO 
who pines for sta’slovek' ' 

Was ChandraMti'l 
Cither’s name Dw SawBiMu 
Das? According to Prof. J. 

C. Ghosh of the University 
oi Oxford, Ms name was 
Vamsivadu (or Vamskias) 
Chakravartti (vide, Beng^ 
Literature, p^, e^. 1948, 
OUP). The Br^min youth 
Chandrabati was betrothed 
to, jilted her for a Muslim 
woman. 

1 wonder if the writer of 
the piece misunderstood 
Ms Dev Sen or it is ‘re¬ 
search’ of this kind wMch 
comparative literature in¬ 
spires. 

Ashoke Sen, 

Calcutta 

Sarmistha Dutta Gupta 
replies: 

I am thankful to Mi Ashoke 
Sen for giving me anothei 
opportunity to explain why 
I thought Nabaneeta Dev 
Sen had “unearthed" Chan¬ 
drabati Devi's Ramayana. 

Chandrabati Devi is a 
well-known poet of 
Mymensingh and her bal¬ 
lads have received wide 
literary acclaim except the 
“hardly-known Ramayana”. 
TMs text never received 
any serious literary atten¬ 
tion. However, it was very 
much a part of popular cul¬ 
ture in Mymensingh and 
some other parts of East 
Bengal. Mr ^n proves my 
point better, fed as he was 
on its story by Ms grandpa¬ 
rents in Ms childhood. 

History has shown that 
the acceptance of alterna¬ 
tive versions of epics has 
always depended on the 
cultu^ orientation of the 
people who have exercised 
their preference. Chandra- 
bati’s epic is a woman’s re¬ 
telling of the story accord¬ 
ing to values she consi¬ 
dered important. As such it 
was a significant break 
frmn convention. Ms Dev 
Sen has been trying to rein¬ 
terpret it in sudi terma for 
the first time so that the 
literaiy significance of the 
‘silenced’ text may be re- 
writteiL 
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'e has been called an ageing Young j la, have joined forces, resulting in a much 


rt Turk, an angry old man, Bhondsi 
Ke Bab^i by his detractors But 
Chandra Shekhar is unfazed by these 
epithets What matters n^t now is that 
he IS back where he belongs at the 
centrestage of power politics, from where 
he was rudely ejected when the National 
Front government was formed last year 
Fur a long time, Chandra Shekhar has 
been among the Opposition’s most eligible 
candidates for Prime Ministership But 
when the long awaited chance came in 
December last and the veteran Janata 
leader made his bid for the position, a low 
tnck robbed him of his chance 


more formidable combination In the 10 
months that the National Front has been m 
power, the nilmg party and the govern¬ 
ment have hurtled from one cnsis to 


another., Chandra Shekhar has emerged as 
the rallymg point for all the dissatisfy and 
dissenting fories, which in turn have 
grown in size and substance with every 
false move VP has made 
As one of the dissenting MPs said, 
‘ Fhis IS the best opportunity for Chandra 
Shekhar—between the Rahu and Ketu 


Is Chandra Shekhar, the 

perennial Prime 
Minister-in-waitmg, finally 




aiintlet? SHUBffl 
SINGH finds out 


Now, 10 months later, a group of MPs 
compnsing his close supporters has openly 
challenged the leadership of V P Singh 
with devastatmg cntiasm of his govern 
ment and its polities The question that is 
on everybody lips in the capital is Has 
Chandra Shekhar s time finally come’ Will 
he shed his perennial Prime Minister in 
waiting image and move into a higher gear 
for the nations top pobtical post’ 

1 wenty nine MPs recently demanded ! 
that V P Singh step down but is Chandra 
Shekhar ready to don the mantle of 
leadership of this dissident group’ The 
dissidents leader Yashwant Singh, 
clauned that though they did not have an 
alternative leader ui mind when they 
demanded Singhs resignation, Chandra 
Shekhar was "with” them 

According to one Janata Dal leader, the 
dissident move is part of a carefully 
orchestrated strategy to keep up the 
pressure on V P Sinjiih so as lO create 
confusion and gve an impression of msta 
bdity and revolt m the ruling party Others 
contend that the revolt is essentially a 
preparation for a bigger move 

The timing looks most opportune, V P 
Singh s popi^nty is at its lowest ebb “nie 
ffrime Minister has become a target and a 
symbol of the frustrations of the youth and 
the deeply entrenched forward classes 
Faced with a hostde bureaucracy, the 
goveniment has virtually come to a stand 
still Chandra Shekhar s patience seems to 
be at an end 

This time around Chandra Shekhar and 
Devi Lai and his son Om Prakash Chauta- 


* ® o 
















(the two planets which astrologicaUy, are 
said to have a destrucbve influence) of 
presentday Indian pobtics, I mean V P 
Singh and Raiiv Gandhi The Natonal 
Front allies are not tied to any one 
personality in the Janata Dal They just 


want the squabbles in the party to come to 
an end, they will support whoever can 
ensure tlus and it is evident that only 
Chandra Shekhar can ensure a stable 
government" The Congress-I has also 
made it clear that it is ready to support "a 


I more responsive” government with any 
other person as its leader 
Although the dissident group has said 
that it IS “not m the numbers game,” the 
fact remains that m the end, it is numbers 
that really matter The group has only 
three MPs from UP and for any deasive 
move, the support of the UP MPs, who 
are (frvided between the Mulayam Smgh 
Yadav, Ajit Sm^ and Jan Morcha camps, 
will prove crucial 

Meanwhile, until the efforts fructify, 
Chandra Shekhar is seen ^ a “destabilis- 
er” by V P Suigh’s followers and even 
others who are fed up with the eternal 
squabbles m the party Recently, when 
Congress I leader Vasant Sathe 
announced in the Lok Sabha, his“fost onto 
death” for the withdrawal of the Mandal 
Commission recommendations, Chandra 
Shekhar and Rajmangal Pande walked 
across to the Opposition benches to per¬ 
suade Sathe to give up his fast They were 
returning to their seats m the fast 
emptying house when an irate CPI MP, 
Ram Sajivan, came up to them to find out 
what they had been domg Pande ex 
plained then e«Tand but an emotionally 
charged Ram Sajivan volleyed at Chandra 
Shekhar ‘You are a conspuator We all 
know what you are up to Evidently, even 
his honourable motives are often sus 
pected 

C handra Shekhar was bom on July 1 
1927 in Ibrahimpatti village m Bailia 
district, the eldest of three brothers of an 
influential lhakur fannaly As a student at 
Allahabad University, where he took a 
master’s degree ui pohtical science, he 
became active in the youth wing of the 
Socialist group He came into contact with 
Archarya Narendra Dev who had a strong 
and abiding influence on him From his 
early days in politics he has been known as 
an organisation man 
In 1958, he became secretary of the UP 
unit of the Prajatantra Socialist Party 
(PSP) and the year after, member of its 
national executive Chandra Shekhar had a 
wide reputation as a fiery youth leader 
His ability to attract other young men to 
his cause was in evidence even in his early 
days, he was always accompanied by a 
band of dedicated young men 
In 1962 Chandra Shekto was elected to 
the Raiya Sabha on the PSP ticket but 
after the 1964 break ui PSP left the party 
with Ashok Mehta and others to joui the 
Congress Party Those were the days of 
the Young Turks with Chandra Shekhar as 
one of the leading lights, along with 
Chandrajit Yadav, Mohan Dhana ai^ Ram 
Dhan In 1972 he contested and won the 
Congress Working Committee (CWC) 
election against the wishes of the high 
command and became something of a 
hero He had already distmguished httkiself 
in Parliament as a forceful speaker and was 
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U rtim and articulate, bureaucrat' 
tumed-pobtidaD Yashwant Sinha ia 
tN mairtatay of the diasident groqi 
irithih the Jfanata Dal. llie RaJya'Sablu 
member was the only MP to apeak iqi 
at the Nationa! Front Patharoentny 
Fatty, when he asked V.P. Smgh to 
fesl^ for his government's “non¬ 
performance” on vnportant issues. VP 
managed to secure an overw^hehnlng 
1 ^ ol confidence at that meethig dter 
elnha walked out m protest against 
the procedure that was adopted, hip a 
week later his diasident grOdp 
gtthered 29 MPs to iaapwt the de¬ 
mand that the Piime Abater quit 


“Give the party and the country a 
chance,” Smha said at the ParUamen- 
taiy Psirty meeting, Thou^ 29 MPa do 
not constitute a group large enou^ to 
fiirce a change in the leaders!^ of tte 
patty, thdr open tetter to V.P. 
demonstrates the d^th of their anger 
against him. Smha asserted, "We have 
not dropped our move agakiat V.P* 
Staigh. We are determined on a change 
of teaderahtp. It»the only altcmatiyp 
to save the country.” 

Flfty-three-year-old Yashwant Sinhe 
sought votunt^ retiremoit from the 
IAS. In 1984, he entered politics as an 
aaaodate of Chandra Shekhar, who 
made hm general secretary the 
Janata Patty from 1986 to 1988. WNEte 
in the dvll Bmice,he had been princip- 
d secretary to Kifrpoori Thakur wh^ 
he was dbi^ minister of ^[har. Shortly 
a^ the Japata Party and the Lok 
DaKA) merged, Yashwant Steha and' 
SttbramanianeSwamy were elected to 
the Paiya Sabha frmm the merj^ 
groups. Smha has been an active and 
vocal participant m R^ya Sabha del' 
bates. aUy countering the CongreaaCD 
charges assist the lulmg party tiO the 
last seaaioa 

Since then, he has grolvn increasing.^ '* 
te critical and bitter about tlw National * 
Front goyenunent. Of course, the „ 
seeds of diacontent were sown as far j 
back as last December when the Union 
Csbinet was formed. Sinha was to be 
awoni m as mauater, hut he walked out 
of the Aahok HaU ^ Ratfttnpati 
Bhavan when he dmeovered that he 
yias to be only a niinistm’of $Me and 



tinfe<h)bfnettiiinmtm'. tew months 
Met, he was ofteM thegovemorshg) 
of he dedmecT 

diwilNnetd rHtii the govern¬ 
ing has tfaily {npreased m recent 

mmqiAan IRiawnn is another MP 
aggttevN Jv V.P. personally. At 

one Pirlbiinentary Party meeting, 
Iwtvan was being crdical of some of 
the i^efAment's policiea towards 
(S ip mgaA, He remarked that the 
SN^e drfe to get many more 
thinga done in thefr constituenoea 
wfaqh tiwy wetta in tte Onxisi- 
tioa." Mtated by fhe qrit^m, the 
P>riiM«mhtermhth^ “Then why 
doQ^ In tite Oppnaitionl” 

dedaion to openly oppose 
thepatol^dar, Yashwant Smha says, 
“Thkif ate oert^ occai^oos meb 
mihM iile ehen ode is terc^ to take a 
Btead,'Vi>Mi to (be ordbory obseever 
may dm temti WenaVebeea 
jfrroed to twe a ami d«al,” JTie 
Iproihp ttseh te frstaed m qtaunch SUP- 

Devi 





considered an important figure m the 
younger, upcoming leadership m the Con¬ 
gress 

In the initial days of Jayprakash’s 
movement, Chandra Shekhar was critical^ 
of the agitation, but later he called for a 
dialogue between Indira Gandhi and JP He 
took the initiative oi inviting Members of 
Parliament to meet JP and came to be 
seen as a focal point for dissent m the 
party On the day Emergency was de¬ 
clare, Chandra Shekhar was present at 
JP’s house in Delhi, and witnessed his 
arrest He was one of the few Congress¬ 
men to be jailed during the Emergency 

Controversy has always plagued Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar partiiularly his long-time 
association with a number of important 
industrialists as well as others like Dhan 
bad strongman Suryadeo Singh fhe asso¬ 
ciation has followed him like a dark shadow 
for a long time notwithstanding his social¬ 
ist image But Chandra Shekhar has made 
no bones about his friendship with rich 
businessmen and godmen like Chandra 
Swami “My house is open to all those 
who want to meet me,” he says 

Chandra Shekhars detraitors maintain 
that every move of his is carefully plotted 
lus intentions as dark as his beard (now 
mostly grey) It was shortly aftt, the 
Emergency that he was last seen in public 
without a beard He had grown very close 
to JP by that time and had gone to see him 
off at the Patna airport during the 
heady days when the Janata govemmeni 
was being formed JP jocularly twitted a 


The whole thing stinks 




clean shaven Chandra Shekhar on why he 
had shaved off his beard Chandra Shekhar 
rubbed his hand over his face and replied, 
“Haan, dan se mam prabhavihaJb lagta 
boon ( Yes 1 look more impressive with 
a beard ) JP told him that he should grow 
Jus beard again 

While the Janata government was 
embroiled in its squabbles and power play, 
Chandra Shekhai-became the Janata Party 
president His ambition to be Prune Mmis 
ter had begun taking deep roots a former 
associate said Chandra Shekhar wanted 
to be JP’s heir but that was not ordained 
But hus ambitions grew and his image as 
future Prune Minister began to take shape 
from that tune 

"It has now become an obsession 
since he feels that he was depnved of his 
great opportunity by a low deceitful tnck 
played out by V P Singh and Devi Lai His 
uitense anger and bitterness is dvected at 
V P Smgh ’ 

The penod till late 1984 was spent ui 
various kinds ol unity moves which never 
materialised He lost the 1984 election 
from Baiba The Bharat Yatra padyatra 
from January 6 to June 25, 198d, startuig 
from Kanyakuman to Rajghat and covering 
4260 kms, was a high pomt m his pohtical 
career But some observers bebeve that 
the padyatra did no good to Chandra 
Shekhar As one person said, “It gave him 


a high moral stature which was difficult to 
keep up m pobtics There were naturally 
some Assonance " 

During his long tenure as Janata Party 
chief, he resisted all attempts to dislodge 
him At the Pune Janata Party convention, 
Ctiandra Shekhar had planned to mstall 
Indubhai Patel to succeed hun Though the 
other faction was united behind Madhu 
Dandavate, he withdrew from the contest 
But Swami Agnivesh tried to force an 
election, which finally did not take place 
Agnivesh later alleged that he had been 
roughed up by Chandra Shekhars men 

His men have resorted to strong arm 
tactics on other occasions as 
well In the rumour filled days last year 
before the new government was formed, 
eminent lawyer and MP, Ram Jethmalam 
was assaulted in front of Chandra 
Shekhar’s South Avenue home while 
protesting against the latter s 

attempts to force an election for the Prime 
Munster’s position Though Chandra 
Shekhar could not be faulted for pressmg 
for an election, his remark about the 
assault—“My supporters are not help 
less”—which was telecast by Doordar 
shan, showed him m very poor light 

From the high point in 1983, after the 
padyatra, Chandra Shekhar’s image, espe¬ 
cially in the media, took a nosedive after 







With VP: One-way smile 


1987 when he was perceived to be against 
Opposition unity Even the merger of the 
Janata Party with the Lok DaJ (A) led by 
A)it Singh was seen as a move to scuttle 
larger Opposition unity But it proved to be 
a shreWd pohtical move, with the two 
parties ending up stronger than before 
Nevertheless, the public perception of 
Chandra Shekhar being against Opposition 
unity, as beuig wiUuig to go to any lengths 
to oppose the unity moves, continued to 
grow 

Says a former socialist colleague who 
recently fell out with Chandra Shekhar, 
"His ambition is proving to be his 
undoing Chandra Shekhar has always had 
the courage of his convictions, but when 
ambitions become too strong, convictions 
are also affected ” 

Chandra Shekhar's has been a voice of 
dissent for a long time He has never 


hesitated m expressing his opinion, even 
when It has gone against the nvuonty 
opinion Though events may later have 
proved him right, his outspokenness ha<> 
earned him much hostility among his 
opponents, whether his views were on 
Operation Bluestar, or the handling of the 
situation m Punjab and Kashmir, or on 
telephone tapping 

Critics see much of his cntiasm of 
National Front poliaes as aimed drectly at 
his bete noire V P Singh He has spoken 
in Parliament on the government’s cau- 
stand vis-a vis the Nepalese demo¬ 
cracy movement, he has opposed the new 
industrial policy, exase refunds to busi¬ 
ness houses and the manner m wluch the 
Mandal Commission report was un- 
piemented 

With Its scathing mdictment of the 
government's lunctionmg, the dissident 


group has tried to exert moral pressure on 
the Prune Minister to accept responsibility 
and resign from office The group has tned 
to show up the fiulures and shortcomings 
of the government m order to set the 
stage for a later confrontation With a 
mmonty government in power, the Janata 
Dal IS m no position to t^e action agamst 
Its recalcitrant MPs The dissidents will 
continue to attract more adherents who 
may or may not ahgn with them openly 

The dissident’s revolt has so far failed to 
really rock the government, with at least a 
third of them trymg to dissociate them¬ 
selves from the move But the incipient 
revolt caiuiot be wished away It is a 
potmtial threat to VP that could take 
some time m matenabsmg And a remin¬ 
der that Chandra Shekhar can never be 
taken for granted.* 
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T he world chess championship has 
had a faddy cheered history. 
Discounting various Arabs, Ita> 
lians, Spaniards and Greeks who have 
claimed to be the best, (usually by 
virtue of beating their next door neigh¬ 
bours) we come to the 19th century. 
Despite the claims of Adolf Anderssen 
(Germany), Howard Staunton (Eng¬ 
land) and the legendary Paul Morphy 
(US), the first officially recognised 
world champion was WiUielm Steinitz 
of Bohemia (nowCzechoslovalda). 

In 1866 Steinitz beat Anderssen in a 
match, but it was only in 1886 that he 
received official recognition. He was 
dethroned in 1894 by Emmanuel Las¬ 
ker, who kept the title till 1921, (still 
the longest ever reign). Steinitz in¬ 
cidentally, spearheaded the chess team 
of Bedlam Lunatic Asylum in the 
famous match in which they beat Cam¬ 
bridge University —not the first or last 
brush chess had with lunacy. 

Lasker, a top class mathematician 
and occasional collaborator of Einstein, 
was a much shrewder and more stable 
liersonality. By defending his title at 
long intervals and picking the opposi¬ 
tion carefully he staved off senous 
challenges. 

After Lasker, came Jose Raul 
Capablanca, the Cuban playboy and 
career diplomat. ‘Capa’ was probably 
the most gifted and undoubtedly the 
laziest of world champions. He de¬ 
molished all opposition from 1921 to 
26 when he lost to Alexander 
Alekliine. The rumour was that his 
ex-wife, his longtime girlfriend and his 
successor ganged up on him during the 
1927 match and even he wasn’t di¬ 
plomatic enough to remain unaffected. 

Alekhine was a Russian emigre who 
had fought for both sides during the 
Revolution. Despite enjoying, rather 
than suffering, the odd bout of alcohol¬ 
ism, he was both brilliantly gifted and a 
very hard worker. In 1935 he lost the 
title to Machieglis "Max" Eawe 
(Netherlands). However he regained it 
m 1937 and held it till his death in 1946. 

Until Alekhine’s death left a hiatus at 
the top, the world title had been very 
much a personal fief. The champion 
chose his challengers, set the match 
conditions and defended the title as and 
when he liked. After Alekhine, the 
World Chess Federation (Fide) 
assumed charge. In the 1948 match- 
tournament (the only time there hks 
been a tournament) the worlds top 
players fought it out. Dr Mikhail Bot- 
vinnik ran out champion. Botvinnik was 
obliged to defend his title every three 
years, an interval that has been more 
or less (more, rather than less) main¬ 
tained since. Match conditions and fees 










would be worked out beforehand by 
Fide in consultation with all concerned 
parties 

BotVinnik started the Soviet domina¬ 
tion of world chess, which has con¬ 
tinued with only a smgle break Botvin- 
mk lost the title to Vassily Smyslov 
(’56), regained H, lost it to Tal (’60) and 
regained it once more Finally Tigran 
Petrosian beat hun in 1963 

In 1969 Petrosian lost to Boris 
Spassky wich brings us to the 
aforementioned break In 72 a mono 
maniacal American called Bobby Fis¬ 
cher blasted his way past the gentle 
manly Spassky Fischer first qualified 
for the (Candidates' when he was all of 
15 He then withdrew from the cycle 
stating "Ihe Russians have fixed ev- 


by erytlung” It took the blandishments of 
ed Nixon and Kissinger to bring back the 

“Cold Wamor” for a histone East- 

la- West confrontation 

m- In his electnc career Fischer set 
in- standards only Kasparov has matched 
ov Only 29 when he beat Spassky at 
nd Rejkjavik, he hasn’t played a single 

an game since for reasons known only to 
him He declined his option of defend- 
•is ing the title and Anatoly Karpov be- 

,e came the 12th world champion by 

y default 

}. Only 24 when he gained the title, 

P Karpov rapidly proved himself He won 

;d practically every tournament he played 

af in the next ten years and staved off two 

le pohtically explosive challenges In two 

closely fought matches he beat Viktor 
Korchnoi, the flamboyant defector 
from Lenmgrad Korchnoi, aided by 
*• Enghsh Grandmasters and Australian 

Ananda Marg yogis would have been a 
great embarrassment to the Soviets if 
he had won 

In 1984, a 21-yedr old from Baku 
rewrote the record books on his way to Qj 
a title match Gam Kasparov was to 

Bobby Fiacber: Cold Warrior from the West 




Garrl Kasparov: Star quality 


become the youngest ever champion, 
but only after a titanic struggle I Ik 
first Karpov Kasparov match was to 
go to the winner of six games, draws 
not counting It was annulled on 
“medical grounds” after 48 games with 
Karpov leading 5-3 Kasparov has 
alleged that the Fide secretary Campu- 
manes did this to protect his personal 
fnend—Karpov 

In his outspoken autobiography 
Child Of Change, Gam reckons the 
frail Karpov was iii much worse shape 
physically and psychologically having 
lost the last two games Fide hastily 
changed match regulations to prevent 
another marathon 

In 1985 Kasparov won a 24-game 
match to become the 13th world cham¬ 
pion He beat Karpov again in '86 in a 
return match In '87 in Seville when 
they met for the fourth tune Kasparov 
won a last game cliffhanger to retaui his 
title However after 120 title encoun¬ 
ters he had won only one game more 
than Karpov Off the board he has 
generated plenty of controversy, with 
frequent well pubbcised squabbles with 
Fide and the Soviet Federation He has 
’star quahty’ in the sense that most 
people have heard of lum. regardless of 
theu* interest in the game 

The ‘Super-K's’ are meeting 
a^in,in France with the title at 
stake Most experts will back Kaspar¬ 
ov who has gone from strength to 
strength Karpov (39) may find it 
difficult to itlamtam his immaculate 
standards • 



OriginaUy situated at Ulta- 
danga, the 86-year-old 
Gaudiya Mission, headquar¬ 
ters of all the 34 missions 
including the one m London, 
moved to its present premises 
at 16A Kaliprasad Chakraborty 
Street, Bagbazar, in north Cal¬ 
cutta, in 1928. 

The Gaudiya Mission was 
founded by Om Vishnupad Pa- 
ramhansa Sri Srimad Bhakti 
Sidhanta Sarasvati Goswami 
Thakur, bom in 1874 at Sri 
Purushottam Kshetra, Puri. 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode re¬ 
vived the cult of unalloyed 
devotion during the first half of 
the 19th centi^ after Mahap- 
rabhu Sri Chaitanya's death. 
Thakur Bhaktivmode was a 
deputy magistrate by profes¬ 
sion and a contemporary of Sri 
Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa 
Dev, Bankim Chandra Chat- 
terjee and Shishir Kumar 
Ghose. Snia Thakur Bhaktivi- 
node’s work was successfully 
earned on by Sn Srimad Bhak¬ 
ti Sidhanta Sarasvati Goswa- 
nii Thakur. He helped in 
spreading the teachings of Sri¬ 
la Thakur Bhaktivinode by 
establishing preaching centres 
in India and abroad, and pub¬ 
lishing numerous books and 
perio^cais in various 


languages. 

'I'he fundamental object of 
the Mission is to practise and 
propagate the spint and 
teachings of the Vaishnav faith 
as described in the Snmad 
Bhagavatam, and propounded 
and propagated by Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and 
practised and taught by 
Gaudiya Vaishnav Acharyas. 
The Mission also strives to 
uplift and ameliorate all human 
beings without any distinction 
through the teachings of the 
sublime religion of divine love 
and universal brotherhood. 


It all started with Sn Visva 
Vaishnav Raj Sabha, an asso¬ 
ciation that practised the 
teachings of Chaitanya Mahap¬ 
rabhu and dedicated to the 
services of Lord Knshna. It 
was founded by Sn Jiva Gos¬ 
wami with Sn Rupa Goswami 
as its first Patraraj (president) 
during the 16th century when 
the religious firmament the 
world over was rushing to¬ 
wards materialism and anthe- 
ism. The Sabha was revived 
by Snla Thakur Bhaktivmode 
ml886. 













































your health In ahapa. 



RIE8 

Mvoh ai— Apr« ao 
A madlcal checkup, 
Journey, communica¬ 
tion and Job-awitch are on the 
carda. In romance, a big yes to 
life and look. Loans, transac¬ 
tions, funds, buying and selling 
are also signified. Extra health 
care Is essential. The mid-week 
la best for communication at all 
levels. Changes, adjustments 
and adornments In the home 
and family are predicted. 


T 


AURUS 

Aptl 31—Mty 20 

Money, 


favours, 
alliances, hobbles, 
children and legal hassles are 
the week's highlights. Mix ro¬ 
mance with finance and watch 
out for Jealous rivals. Finance 
promises a happy prospect, so 
go all out Travel, tour, corres¬ 
pondence and partnership will 
be the cornerstones. Health care 
Is essential, Including dangers of 
accidents and operations. 

( “Sn EMINI 

H May 21-Juns 20 
™ The home and the 

-outside world shake 

hands and also exchange terrific 
blows, and this makes for 
enough excitement. Romance 
will be terrific, but perhaps bitter¬ 
sweet. More money, perks and 
certainty commensurate ex¬ 
penses are indicated. Invitations, 
events and functions may propel 
you on a journey. In health mat¬ 
ters, you could be a bit run down. 



ANCER 

Juna 21—July 20 
Communicate, sell, 
emotionalise and gat 
set for goodies, laurels and vic¬ 
tory. You will have your full quota 
of romance. In finance, your 
efforts will be rewarded. Loans 
and Investments are possible. 
Your health shows a marked 
Improvement. Happy changes In 
the home are Indicated. 


EO 


1 .1 July 21—augu* 21 

^1 The focus this week 
Is on partnership, 
property, banks, marriage and 
Job. Therefore, you have much 
to do and possibly your health 
uodermlnaid 


will be uodermlned a wee bit. 
Mortgage, security and business 
deals figure prominently. In ro¬ 
mance, your heart win lead you 
Into games and glamour. 
Changes, alteration, renovation, 
buying and selling in the home 
and family are Hkely. 



IRGO 

Augual 22—SspI 22 

The new moon high- 
_ lights attachments, 

contacts, correspondence, func¬ 
tions, socialising, appointments 
and interviews. Romance could 
blow hot and cold. Hectic finan¬ 
cial transactions, new offers and 
settlements are Indicated. 
Reaching out to people will be a 
dominant feature. Slight posers 
with stomach,, sinus.'colds and 
nerves are likely. 


IBRA 

Sapi 2S-Oct 22 
Expenses, aug¬ 
mentation of income 
friendships and connec¬ 
tions are the week's main trends. 
Romance promises sentimental¬ 
ity, drama and action. You will 
feel restless and thus like to 
travel despite a feeling of tired¬ 
ness. Changes in the home and 
family are predicted. Periodic 
rest, music, relaxation and 
meditation will be Ideal to keep 




BIRTHDAYS 


October 21 

^No strong aspect: Ctwiges on 
‘the work front ore powibie. You 
will ba frm to cany put you 
ptont and Ideas. Home and 
property affairs dso come under 
this Spei P( change. 

October 22 

Sun oonjunoOd^ Mercury; Pow¬ 
er, peft glory, cPmmunicaiion, 
newe. views, messagea, 
aiilences, deals, contracta, 
.deeds, documenta, Intervlewa, 
appointments, conferences, 
puDBcify, pHgrtmage and oales 
occupy a loiig list In your birth- 
year, 

October 23 

Mopn aekWe Venua: Oppoctonl- 
tioe:ftir buaineas, ftin and pi^ 
sure, MM you M.the bee of 
both ihoiivp^. Expeoi en oyer- 
es iii|xu«eiiieiii at me scnenie 
. of tM^.; jHanwi property and 
personal win Pompi^ the 
ptotuie. YOU are on an exsetjant 
turf. ■ ' ' ' 

.O^ober 24■■'; 

Moon saxtae. SdiU -YOU 


able to lead, persuade and Inllu- 
ence others. Exeeutives, actors, 
teachers, writers, polltloiana and 
public figures wUI awi^ the maiK 
ses. E>q^ romance and attach¬ 
ments. 

October 25 

Moon oonjunodon eotom;. De¬ 
spite Ineedlmerte Mid dtfflcuL 
ties you moye torwwd proi^ 
you nave iWlh. end ItiNMlnation. 
The trick la to be potMve. 
Separation and UMteafth are the^ 
nacpdlve tocton. {to earefto In 
financial and fatiey aCalra. 

Oetober26 j 

Moon’s first qtiaitorr Iheiquartar 
Influancas honia, fi 
poants, and IMto* ^ 

tow hurdles ypu.i to 

acoompiWt iftoet to 

aiillie e ' 



Uonfroeiil 
Moon Ito if 



CORPIO 

OdI2»-Nov20 

Partnership, home, 
property, and a surge 
In profession and buslnesa 
cerew are the week's salient 
tosturas. An engagement, mar* 
riege and affairs of the heart are 
on the cards. You will show keen 
Interest In buying, selling, invest¬ 
ing and shopping. A Journey wHh 
a stopover Is possibis. You will 
be well on top of health prob¬ 
lems, but fever, Infections, bolts 
and wounds are possible. 

AQITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Dec 20 
The main trends are 
secret meets, rendez¬ 
vous, trading, buying, selling, 
affairs of the heart. Journeys and 
heavy expenses. In romance, a 
wild fling Is possible. Travel, trips 
and commuting ere certain. En¬ 
tertainment, amusement and 
ceremony with a religious or 
historical slgnlflcanca will keep 
you in good spirits. 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan IB 

Entertainment, 
amusement, creative 
pursuits and money in the kitty 
constitute the week. Your 
sweetheart will sing your praises 
and adore you. You and money 
will be bosom pals. Connections 
and collaborations are predicted. 
Nothing much to worry about 
Good food and com¬ 

pany, refurbishing, children and 
grandchildren give Joy. 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20-Fab 18 

Mars in your fifth 
1 _ angle gives you char¬ 

isma, style, energy and pep. 
Also, overvautting ambition. In 
romance, love will be a many 
splendoured affair and happen¬ 
ing. Deals, bargains, power, 
position and responsibility are 
fated for you. You may have to 
travel for work or health. 

iSCES 

Fab le-Marcb 20 
You Will be on a hap¬ 
py wicket, score rune, 
be popular and thus your work 
will be accompllehsd. In ro¬ 
mance. you wHI hunt wHh the 
hounds and race wWi the hare. 
Both Income and expenaee wU 
multiply, but your lltoMyle wlU be 
rtcli. Travel Is more than a possi¬ 
bility. Expect vlalton to diop In. 
You wW have to labour herd to 
keep your health In good shape. 
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ING 
UP IN DISNEY 


T ust when they thought the war of the 

I wallet was over with Barbie, He-Man 
J and the rest of Etemia on the nursery 
shelf along come Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck (ioofy and Co., straight out of Walt 
Disjiey, threatening to make five figure 
incomes look like four. 

Every child's favourite character is now 
smiling out of an assortment of T-shirts, 
jogging suits, shorts, beachwear and ni^t 
clothes. The logos become subtler, to ca¬ 
ter to age groups of upto 22 years, and the 
100 per cent cotton firtihc gets uj^traded 
from thinner to thicker to suit changmg 
seasons. 

After Barbie came sister Skipper and a 
parental nightmare in lawn sets, doll 
houses, wardrobes and other accessories. 
Hitting on the concept of continuity for the 
Walt Disney range is Bombay-based 
Ashok Kajani of Midas Touch Exports. 
Midas Touch in collaboration with Kaytee 
Clodiing Co. has the sole licence in India 
to manufacture and market apparel with 
Walt Disney characters. 

There will be a storyline, say Snow 
Wiite and the Seven Dwarfs, on a range of 
night wear, complete with slogans. “Pa¬ 
rents can pick up one set or the complete 
story,” says R^ani. He adds: “In niaiket- 
ing children's clothes we find that parents 
will forego anything for their kids. If they 
w^t Nike shoes, they get Nike shoes." 
That IS Ashok Rajani's punch line. And he 
has 89 Walt Disney dimeters to offer. 

Hie garments which are being shipped 
out since mid-August to catch the festive 


buying rush, are largely within the price 
range of Rs 150 to Rs 250. Rajani has to 
keep within this as outpricing himself 
would inevitably result in infringement 
"At this price they cannot afford to make 
copies any cheaper, especially with the 
kind of &bric we use.” 

Walt Disney has already picked up 16 
people for copying their characters. But 
according to Rajani even the Famous Dis¬ 
ney people were stumped with the kind of 
response they got in Calcutta. “One feQow 
in Calcutta defended his Mickey Mouse 
imitation saying that the mouse is the car¬ 
riage of Ganpatl ‘So copyright does not 
apply; do what you want, take me to 
court'” reports Rajani. 

It took some thinking on both their parts 
before Walt Disney and the Midas Touch- 
Kaytee ctothing combine decided to col 
laborate. Says Mark Lewis, marketing 
consultant for Famous Communications, 
Indian marketing licencees of Walt Disney 
Co., USA, “We went to the market look¬ 
ing for producers who would meet the 
standards of Walt Disney worldwide, in 
quality and experience in children’s 
apparel. They (Midas-Kaytee) were short¬ 
listed along with three or fmir manufactur¬ 
ers. In quality we found them the best” 

Famous Communications made their 
choice of the people to manufacture and 
market the Walt Disney line-up on ^parel, 
at a garment fair held in Bombay in July/ 
August Organised by the Clothing Manu¬ 
facturers Association of India (CMAI) the 
fair allows garment manufacturers to dis- 



Ashok Rajani: Midas touch? 


For those who still live in 


a wonderland of their 


own, there is some 




now wear Walt Disney 


creations and go to town. 


Lekha Dhar reports on 


the new fad 



play labels and introduce new lines. 
Kaytee Clothing’s Zee Club range of high 
fashion readymade garments fmally won 
the day with Disney's marketing bcencees 
here. 

“They tried a lot of people Did test 
runs on Zee Chib clothes, and others, and 
then zeroed in on us," says Kajani, who 
promoted Midas Touch Marketing two 
years ago to exclusively market the 
Kaytee Zee Club range. 

If Walt Disney was thoosy so were 
Rajani and the Keshavlal Talakchand p-oup 
who diversified mto readymade garments 
with the Zee Club range of casualwear two 
years ago. "We took time deciding, as we 
were already douig well. 'ITiey had strict 
rules about minunum guarantee commis¬ 
sions on projected sales turnover, etc.” 
But the matter has been settled to mutual 
satisfaction as the agreement now is to pay 
eight per cent commission on the actual 
turnover of the Disney line. 

Involvement with the Ihsney deal has 
made Rajani put on hold plans to come out 
with cotton shirts for men this year. For 
the Walt Disney range, Midas Touch will 
handle the marketing while the production 
will be lixiked after by Kaytee Clothing. 
Rajani who promoted Midas Touch in 1973 
when he stepped out of college has work¬ 
ed his way up to a tumoyer of about Rs 7 
crores (List year), courtesy Midas Touch 
Exports. He has a production capacity of 
4,000 garments a day and manufacturing 
units in Bombay. 

Banking on the lure of Unta .Scrooge, 
Minnie Mouse and Donald Duck. Riyani 
and his partners m Kaytee who share the 
Disney licence have a projected sales 
target of about Rs 10 to 12 lakhs. “By 
January we hope to increase the domestic 
niche to aiound Rs 25 lakhs" says a hope¬ 
ful Rajam Some 310 shops all over India 
will retail the entire range of products. 
The entire Zee Club range made a turnov¬ 
er of Rs 1.5 crores, last year, which Rqani 
hopes will touch Rs 2 crores—with a little 
impetus from the Disney range, of course. 

Clothmg has traditionally been in the 
unorganised sector. But with that new 
phenomenon where everyone wants to 
look good, garment manufacturers are 
looking at success. 

Unlike their counterparts m Taiwan, 
Korea and Thailand, cannot import fabric 
and export. Despite this India's exports 
touched Rs 3,248 crores last year, surpas¬ 
sing the Rs 3,(X)0-crore target. This y^s 
target of Rs 4,000 to Rs 4,500 crores may 
be set back a bit on account of the Gulf 
crisis and the US involvement m iL 

“But all this IS not too much of a dis¬ 
advantage,” says Kijjani. There is after all 
a massive domestic market which has 
turned big names like Disney to India— 
and now, to the country's sure bet; It’s 
kids. ■ 
















I n the entrance haD of a stone town- 
house on 16th Street, Washmgton, four 
tiny tricolours surround a tear-stained 
guest book. Above, a smilmg young girl in 
a photograph waves a larger version of the 
same flag over rows of helmeted Soviet 
troops. 

"We’ve had our hands full recently." 
says Margarita Samatas of the Lithuanian 
Legation as she ushers in a group of 
visiting high school students "Last sum¬ 
mer we had an invasion of visitors from 
our own country It was very emotional. 
People were wntmg little poems with 
t«u^ m their eyes, greeting tins place and 
its spint of independence ” 

Outside, a light ram falls cm this spot of 
ground where free Lithuania exists now as 
It did SO years ago, beyond the reach of 
^viet tanks and fuel embargoes, frozen m 
a diplomatic tune warp. 

Samatas belongs to a smgular division of 
the Washmgton diplomatic corps- the offi¬ 
cially sanctioned representatives of the 
mdependent Baltic states of Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia as they were before 


■ 


Doludd Smith writes 
about a sti^ge 
corps of diplomats 
in Washmgton 


1 


they were cxrcupied by the Soviet Unicm 

After a half-century of obscurity in the 
dusty back bts of the diplomatic commun¬ 
ity. these legal relics suddenly are findmg 
themselves back on Mam Street, as they 
countries seek to reclaim independence. 

Tbe Soviet army cxxupied the Baltic 
states m June 1940, a consecjuence of the 
non-aggression treaty that had been 
agreed to the previous year by Adolf 
Hitler's Germany and Joseph Stahn’s 
USSR, After suffering another (xxupaticm 
by mvadmg Nazi troops begmnmg m 1941, 
the countries agam fell under Soviet 
domination after the collapse of the Third 
Reich m 1945. This tune the Red Army 
stayed 

However, the United States and nxist 
other Western nations to this day have 
rehised to recognise Soviet rule m the 
Baltics. Diploniats who were servmg at 
the tune of the takeovers were allowed by 
their host countries to remam as the 
representatives of the last free govern¬ 
ments—financed by stodts of gold bullion 
that officials shipped out of their countries 
during their last days of independence 

Today the Baltic dipkxnats and their 
successors—often their own sons and 
daughters—consider themselves survi- 










vors, a State Department official says. “But we do not actively seek them out, 
"Their job is to keep alive the idea <rf nor they us." 

Latvian and Estonian and Lithuanian The head of the Lithuanian mission, 
nationhood un^ such time as freedom Stafys Lozoraitis Jr, is blunter. “We ignore 

returns to their occupied countries.” eadi other. I was very near (hamer Soviet 
That purpose has not endeared them Ambassador Anatoliy) Dobrynin many 

over the years to the Soviet diplomatic times. If he said heOo, I wouldn’t have 

community. “We have a pokte relationshq) bothered to spit into his hand." he says 

with the Soviets when we happen to with a bitter laugh. Now, Lozoraitis says, 

encounter them at receptions^" he is ready to shake hands with Soviet 

says janis Lusis of the Latvian Legatioa diplomats in a spirit of reconciliation. 
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L»zc>raitis’ missHin is the largest of the 
three, reflecting the size of the US Lithua¬ 
nian community -about 300,000. The 
largest single concentration, about 30,000, 
live in the Chicago area. 

Latvia maintains its legation in a two 
storey bnck house on a nearby residential 
street. Estonia’s delegation occupies a 
small office in New York’s Rockefeller 
Center. 

None of the legations is a full-fledged 
embassy. It was not the custom at the 
time of the occupations, as it is now, for 
smaller countries to excliange lull ambas 
sadors. The Baltic repre.sentatives expect 
that once their countries' mdependenie is 
regained, ambassadors will be received. In 
the meantime, the legations retain their 
legal status as of I94U. 

'I'he Lithuanians have occupied their 
16th Street quarters, modest by Embassy 
Row standards, since 1924. 'ITiey share 
the block with diplomats from Roland and 
the Cuban Interests Section of the 
Czechoslovakian fvinbassy. 

Inside, the legation has a mellow, Old 
World glow Signers of the 1918 Declara 


tion of Independence gaze at visitors as 
they pass under a mural-size oil portrait in 
the entrance halL Guests climb a heavy 
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oak staircase and enter a lar^ reception 
halL Presiding over this room is a tapestry 
depicting the Lithuanian natioruil emblem, 
a white knight astride a rearing horse. 

Silver bowls with floral sachet scent the 
air. To one side is a dining room with 
seating for eight. On the other, a large 
parlour is elegantly furnished with gilded 
chans and sofas. Among the bearded 
figures in old photographs clustered about 
on tables is Lozoraitis’ grandfather, who 
served in the cabinet. Seated next to him 
in one phototipph is the grandfather of the 
current president of Lithuania, Vytautus 
I^ndsbergis. 

Lozoraitis, dressed in a muted gray suit, 
bounds down the staircase from his living 
quarters above, a trim, good-humoured, 
energetic man in his mid-to-hte .50s. He 
will not reveal his exact age. explaining 
that age is less important than how one 
feels. But he gives himself away by 
recalling dramatic events taking place in 
his homeland 50 years ago. Conversations 
were animated at the family dinner table in 
Rome, where his father, who previously 
had served as Lithuania’s foreign minister, 
was representing his predominantly 
Catholic country at the Vatican. 

Like his Latvian and Estonian counter¬ 
parts, Lozoraitis today remains m close 
touch with the independence-mmded gov¬ 
ernment of his homeland—although for 
now, ironically, he cannot represent Land- 
sbergis at the State Department without 
interfermg wiUi the official US policy of not 
recognising current Baltic regimes. 
Nevertheless, during the past two years 
the legation has increasingly become a 
clearinghouse for news and background 
infoimation about Lithuania’s drive for 
independence. 

“It has been lonely at times." I^izoraitis 
says of life before now as a diplomat of a 
defunct government. “For years, people 
just didn’t want to talk about the possible 
liberation of Lithuania and a return of 
fireedom and independence. It was a very 
unpleasant case." 

Resentment over his country’s subjuga¬ 
tion, he says, has sustamed him through¬ 
out the decades. 

“Hatred and anger makes one live very 
long. I was angry because I knew our 
people were suffering. Now, of course, I 
am elated by the prospect of independ¬ 
ence. 1 see huge problems, though." 

He pauses and stares toward the win¬ 
dow. The high school students are 
assembling in the reception hall for what 
proves to be a sj^ted briefing on the 
ever-changing events in Lithuania. Out¬ 
side, the rain has settled into a steady 
drizzle. 

"Declaring independence is one thii^” 
says Lozoraitis rising frcMn his chair to join 
the group. “Getting it is another.” 

(Natkxial GeografAk News Service) 



















FOR ALL THOSE WHO’D LIKE TO WORK 
A LITTLE HARDER DURING THEIR HOLIDAYS. 


11TKKKKING THROUGH THK 
il US OF U P JUST IJKK PKOPUK 
^Vh UONKSINCKTHK I2TH 
HNTliRY JUST LIKK PKOPUK tX) 

'I IX)DAY AMIDSTNATURKTHAT 
" IU IS AS BREATHTOKING AS 
sPOIIJ UTTAR PRADESH 
tH-.RS YOU MUCH MORE THAN TOWERING PEAKS 
'iWERlNG MEADOWS RAGING WATERFALlii. 
SHING RIVERS. COUNTU-SiS BIRDS AND FXC.ITING 
l,DUFE IT OFI-'ERS YOU INSPIRATION THE 
' mOlXXiirAL LAND. CONSIDERED THE PIJ\Y- 



GKOUNDOF THE GODS. WHERE 
liiGENDG HAVE THE SANCTITY 
OF HISTORY lAND.THAT 
TILL TODAY IS BFST 
EXPUJRED ON FXXTT 
SO.THE NFOTTIME 
YOU WANT TO 

WORK A LITTLE HARDER DURING 
YOUR HOLIDAYS TAKE OFT TO THE 
HII.I.S OF UTTAR PRADFSH 
TREKKING BASES MUSS(X)RIE, 

IITTAKKASHI PAURI. (.WALDIIAM 




JCKSHIMATH. NAINITAL AI.MOKA. KAUSANI 
CHOUKOKI THERE ARE FXSY TREKS AND NOT 
SO FASY TREKS THE WFi\THER AT THIS TIME 
OFTHE YFjAR is FRIENDLY ANDGARHWAL AND 
KUM AON M ANDAL VIKAS NIGAMS OFTTIK All 
FACILITTFVS TO MAKE YOUR ADVENTURE A 

^MEMOkABli: ONE FY)R COMITiTF; DFTAILS 

m 

AND A TREKKING BROCHURE OJNTACT 
YOUR NF^VKFST U P TOURISM OFTTCE. 



U.P. TOURISM 


3 NAWAI. KISHORF: ROAD LUCKNOW (111’ I PH 2462U5 
ALSO AT AHMEDABAI) PH 464318 BOMBAY PH 21545 
CAICUTTA in 207&5S CHANDI(.ARH PH 41649 
MADRAS PH 479726 NFIW DEIJII PH 3322251 






7 DAYS 


All information gifen 
on these pages is 
accurate at the tima of 
going to grass. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• Aashiqui: Orient (Bentitk 
Street, <i81917)—4shows. Talkie 
Show Mouse (Shibdas Bhadun 
Street. 552270) & Menoka (Sarat 
Chattenee Avenue. 410417)- 
noon 

Mahesh Bhatt’s tnbute to younx 


love starring debutants Anu Agar 
wal and Rahul Roy The niusit is 
by Nadeem Shravan 

• Doodh Ka Karz: Paradise 
(Bcntinck Street, 285442)—11 10, 
2.10. 5 45, 9 

Directed by Ashuk Gaikwad and 
with musM, by Aimu Malik, the 
chief attractions m this film are 
Jackie Shroff, Neelam, Varsha 
Usgaonkar and Amnsh Pun 

• Meri Zaban: Opera (Lenin 
Sarani, 281849)—4 shows 

The film stars Mithun Chakra 
borty, Farha, Anyad Khan and 
Kimi Katkar 

• Nyay Anyay; Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 244822), 


Roxy (Chowringhee Place, 
284138), Krishna (T C Dutta 
Street, 250437), Rupah (Ashutosh 
Mukheiyee Road. 474403) 

A film by Lawrence D’Souza 
starring Jeetendra, jaya Prada, 
Sumeet SaigaL Shilpa Shirodkar 
and Anupam Kher The music is by 
Anand Milmd 

• Pratibandh: Metro (Chowr 
inghee Road, 280141), Gem 
(Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose 
Road, 249828), Grace (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 391090), Mitra 
(Bidhan Sarani, 551133), Kalika 
(Sadananda Road. 478141)—regu 
lar shows, jagat (Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Road, 365108)—noon 


Reklu and Jeetendra In Sbesbimag 



A new film, starring Chtrameevi 
and Juhi Chawla The music is by 
Laxinikant Pyarelal 

• Sheah Naag; Elite (S N 
Banetyee Road. 241383), Prabhat 
(Chittaranjan Avenue, 390762), 
Basusree (S P Mukherjee Road, 
484808), Bina (Bidhan Sarani, 
311522), Pumasree (R^ja Raj Kis 
sen Street 554033>-U shows, 
Raguu (Beliaghata Mam Road, 
363264)—3 shows. Puma (S P 
Mukherjee Road, 474567)—noon 

Directed by K R Reddy and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyarelal, 
the film stars jeetendra, Rekha, 
Rishi Kapoor, Mandakim, Madhavi 
and Danny 

• Zakhmi Zameen: Jyou (Lenm 
Saram, 241132), Naaz (Lower 
Chitpur Road, 277273), Liberty 
(Chittaranjan Avenue. 553046), 
Khanna (Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Road, 552932), Madhuban (Regent 
Park) 

Aditya Pancholi and jaya Prada 
are the lead jiair Also starrmg are 
Paresh Rawal and Ranjeet The 
film IS directed by Mahendia Shah 
and the music is by Anand Milmd 


Bengali Films 


• BalWnnn; Uttara (Bidhan Sara 
ni, 552200)—3, 6, 9. Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
350680)—2 30. 5 30. 8 30, Ujjala 
(Russa Road 478666)—3, 6, 9. 
Malancha (Regent Park), jaya 
(Lake Town, 573936)—3 shows 

Anil Ganguly’s maiden Bengah 
directorial venture, starring 
Raakhee, Subhendu Chatteiyec, 
Nirmal Kumar, Papiya Adhil^, 
Nayana Das, Shakuntala Barua, 
Biplab Chatteiyee, Abhishek Chat- 
teijee, debutante Rupali and Papas 
Paul The music is by Bappi Latun 

• Chakranta: Hind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue, 274259), Daipa- 
na (Bidhan Sarani, 558080)—2, 5, 
7 45, Puma (S P Mukherjee 
Road, 474567)—2 30, 5 30, 8 

Ranjit Mulhek and Moon Moon 
Sen are the lead pair Others 
co-stamng are Rajeshwan Roy 
Choudhury, Biplab Chatteryee, 
Abhgit S^ Rabi Ghosh, Ruma 
Guhathakurta and Sumanta 
Mukheiyee The film is directed by 
Amal Sur and the music is by 
Sanhinoy Mukheiyee 

• Debata (A): Mmar (Bidhan 
Sarani, 552753), Bijoh (S P 
Mukheiyee Road, 473462), Chha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
352740)—2 45, 5 30, 8 15 
Victor Baneryee, Debashree Roy, 
Dibp Roy, Anup Kumar, 
Baneryee, IiKbaiu Flakier, Aiyun 
Chakraborty and Ranjit Mulhek 
compnsa the mam cast The film is 
ihrected by Abhtpt Sen and the 
music IS by R D Burmaa 

• Jeeban Saagea; Rupbam 
(Bidhan Saram, 553413), Anina 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road. 359561), 







Bhaniti (S.P. Mukheoee Road; 
474686)—1. 4, 7. 

• Monnuiyuree: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani; 551515)—3 shows; Prachi 
(Acharya jagadish Chandra Rose 
Road; 271282)—2. 5. 7.45; Pnya 
(Raahbehan Avenue, 464440)— 
2.30, 5.30, 8. 

Moushumi Chatte^ee, Tapas 
Paul, Deepankar De, Sreela Ma- 
jumder, Subhendu Chattenee, Lily 
Chakraborty and Master Rintu are 
the chef attractions in tius him. 


■Speci.-il Kveiils Ij 


21-24 October; 3 pin-8 pm 

An exhibition of paintings by Ka- 
lyan Sen Gupta in the West and 
North galleries. 


• Sakar will hold an exhibition of 
paintings in the New South Gal¬ 
lery, 

• Bivaa Das will hold his paintings 
exhibition in the South Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302) 

21 October; 6.30 pin 

The Sharon Spectacular~a song 
and dance extravagan/a by Sharon 
Prabhakar. 

At Kala Mandir (Shakespeare 
Sarani, 449086) 

21 October: 7 pm 

Ranpdcannee will stage Hob~a 
play in Hmdi by Mahesh Elkun- 
chwar and directed by Usha Gan- 
guk lag^ts: Joy Sen. 

At Kala Mandir (B) 


(Shakeweara Sarani; 449086). 

24- 27 October: 10 wo 
Lobeki 90—an all-IndiB inter- 

coSege youth festivaL 
At R.G. Kar Medical College. 

25- 27 October: 3 pm-8 pm 
Sukla Ghosh will hold her paint¬ 
ings exhbitxxi in the West Gallery. 
25 October onwarde; 3 pm-8 
pm 

A week-long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings by Lupt Cult in the Central 
Gallery. 

• A week-long paintings exhibi¬ 
tion, organised by Adun Potua, in 
the North Gallery. 

• Gopi Nath Roy will hold a week- 
long exhibition of sculptures in the 
New South Gallery. 

• Bandana Roy mil hold a week- 


kmg exhibition of paintings in tbi 
South Gallery. 

• Santanu Bhattachaijee’s week- 
long exhibition of pabidnga in tin 
New Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arti 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 

25 October: 6J0 ^ 

Padahk Repertory presents IIm 
H indi play, Baariah Waia—a trana- 
lation of Richard Nash's The Rah 
Maker. Directed by Rodney Mar- 
liott and desi0ied by Chriatophei 
Baireca, the cast includes Rniann 
Yagnik, Shakil Khan, B.M. Hada, 
Sanchayita Bhattaduurya, Vinaj 
Sharma, Mahmud Alam and tern 
Sharnia. 

At Academy of Fine Arti 
(Cathedral Road; 284302). 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartiira times are for Calcutta. Figures In brackets 
denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


International 


London-Calcutta-Oalhl; Art 

(1) AI-132/AI-t320 at 1300 
Calculta-Bombay-London- 
Now York: Dep (2) AI-101 at 
0240 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dubai: Dep 

(2) AI-101/AI-743 at 0240 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo. Arr (5) AI-306 at 1830 
Dep (5) AI-306 at 1930 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calculta- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 
1825, Dep (6) Ai-309 at 1935 
Calculla-Bombay-London- 
New York; Dep (6) Al 309/ 
AI-1101 al 1935 
Calcutta-Dalhi-Parls-London; 
Dep (7) AI-16S1/AI-135 at 
0500 

Calcutla-Oalhl-Roma- 
FranWurt- Dep (7) AI-1651/ 
AI-165 al 0500 

Now York-London-Delhl- 

Calcutta: Arr (7) AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340 

Frankfurt-Roma-Dalhl- 
Calcutta: Arr (1) AI-162'AI- 
1320 al 1300 

Moscow-Oubal-Calcutta: Arr 
(4) SU-S37 at 1525 
CalcuKa-Oubal-Moacow: Dep 
(4) SU-538 at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta: Arr (i 4) 
RJ-184 at 0730 
Calcutta-Amman (via Bang¬ 
kok): Dep (1. 4) RJ-1B1 at 
0830 

Calcutta-Singapora: Dep (2) 
SO-416 at 1120 and Dep (7) 
SQ-413 at 1530 
Singopora-Calcutta: Arr (2) 
SO-416 at 1020 and Arr (5) 
SQ'414 at 0920 
CaleuHa-Bangkok; Dep (2. 4, 
7) IC-231 at 1050, Dep (1,3.6) 
TG-314 at 1355, Arr (2, 4. 7) 
IC-232 at 1640, Arr (1. 3, 6) 
TG-313 al 1240 
Dalhl-Calcutta-Dhaka; Arr (6) 
10-843 010755, Dep (6) iC-843 
at 0855 

Dhaka-Calculta-Oalhi: Arr (6) 
IC-844 at 11 IS; Dep (6) IC-844 
at 1215 


Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep (2, 
4,6,7) IC-247 at 1600, Dep (1, 

5) RA-214 at 1530, Arr (2 4, 6, 
7) (C-248 at 1915, Arr (1, 5) 
RA 213 at 1430 
Calcutta-Dhaka; Dep (1.7) IC- 

223 at 1340, Dep (2, 4, 6) 
IC-223 at 1640, Dep (2 3. 5. 6) 
BG-092 at 1050, Dep (4) BG- 
092 at 1130, Dep (2 3, 6) 
BG-094 at 1620 and BG-096 at 
1940 Dep (5) BG098at 1820 
Ohaka-Calcutta. Arr (1 7) IC- 

224 at 1540, Arr (2, 4,6) IC-224 
at 1840, Arr (2, 3 4, 5 6) 
BG-091 al 1010, Arr (2. 3, 6) 
BG-093 at 1540 and BG 095 at 
1910, Arr (5) OG-097 al 1740 
Calcutta-Chltiagong: Dep (6) 
IC-225 at 1330, Dep (2 5) 
BG-698 at 1415 
Chittagong-Caicutta; Arr (6) 
IC-226 al 1550, Arr (2, 5) BG- 
697 at 1330 

Calculta-Paro: Dep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900 Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800 


Domestic 


Airdndia mmmmmm 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep (7) Al- 
1651 at 0500 

Oelhl-Calcutta; Arr (1) Al-1320 
at 1300 Arr (7) Ai-1122 at 
0340 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep (2) AI- 
101 at 0240, Dep (6) A(-309 at 
1935 

Bombay-Calcutia. Arr (5) AI- 
306 at 1815 

Indian AirffnesWM 

Calcutta-Dalhi; Dep (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700, 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225 

Calcutta-Bombay. Dep (daily) 
IC-273 at 1955 and 1C-176 at 
0855, Arr (daily) IC-274 811855 
and IC-175 al 0755 
Calcutta-Madrae: Dep (daily) 
lC-265 al 1700, Arr (daily) IC- 
266 at 2150 

Caleutta-Bangalora: Dep (2, 3. 

4, 6. 6, 7) IC-271 at 1500, Arr 


Printad hers Is the regular Indian Airllnsa aehs- 
dule. This is. howsvar, aubject to change. Psa- 
aangara are adviaad to koop track of announeo- 
manta made by Indian Alriinna in the praaa. For 
aaaiatanco, thoy may contact 262B48, 26268B, 
266869, 262417, 669433, 869841/2/3/4/6 and 
569633. 


(2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) IC-272 al 2025 
Calcutta-VIzag-Madree: Dep 
(1. 2. 4. 6) IC-542 at 0730, Arr 
(t) IC-541 al 0945 and Arr (2,4, 

6) IC-541 at 1310 
Calcutta-Quwahatl; Dep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-229 al 1250 An (dally) 
IC-230 at 1550 

Calcutta-Oibrugarh: Oep (1,2, 
3, 4, 5, 6) IC-201 at 1130, Arr 
(1,3 5 6) IC-202 at 1245, Arr 
(2. 4) IC-202 at 1500 
Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Guwehatl-Calcutta: Oep (3, 5, 

7) IC-213at 1030, Arr (3. 5. 7) 
IC-213 at 1540 

Caicutta-Guwahati-Olmapur: 

Dep (1,3.5 6) IC-219aM120. 
Arr (1. 3, 5 6) IC-220 at 1600 
Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dap (dai¬ 
ly) IC-2211 at 1100. Arr (daily) 
IC-222 at 1320 

Calcutta-Agartala; Oep (daily) 
IC-241 al 0700, Dep (2 4) 
IC-243 at 1400, Dep (3. 5. 6 7) 
IC-243 at 0600, Dep (1) IC-243 
at 1400, Arr (daily) IC-242 al 
0900 Arr (2, 4) IC-244 at 1600, 
Arr (3 5 6 7) IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr (1) IC-244 at 1600 
Calcutta-Sllchar-Imphal: Dep 
(daily) IC-255 at 0600, Arr (dai¬ 
ly) IC-256 at 1030 
Celcutta-Bhubeneawar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad; Oep (3, 5, 

6) IC-269at 1710. Arr (3. 5, 6) 
IC-270 at 2040 

Calcutte-Hydarabad: Dep (1, 
2. 7) IC-277 at 1745. Arr (1. 2. 

7) IC-278 at 2215 
Celcutta-Port Blair; Dep (2, 4) 
10-265 at 0545, Arr (2. 4) IC- 
286 at 1015 

Calcutte-Port Blair-Car Nico¬ 


bar; Dep (1) 1C- 287 al US4S; 
Arr (1) IC-288 al 1235 
Calculta-Ranchl-Patna- 
Lucknow-Dalht: Oep (1,3,4,5. 
6, 7) IC-410 810830, Arr (1. 3. 
4. 5, 6. 7) IC-409 st 1510 


Vayaidaoi 

Calcutta-Agartals.Imphal: 
Dep (1. 3, 5) PF-727 at 0630, 
Arr (1, 3. 5) PF-728 St 1120 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllohar; 
Dep (7) PF-729A al 0550; Arr 
(7) PF-730A at 1050 
Calcutta-Shltlong-Quwahatl- 
Caicutte: Dep (1. 3, 5, 7) PF- 
701 at 1140, Arr (1, 3, 5, 7). 
PF-702 at 1615 
Caicutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahahar-Agartala- 
Calcutta; Dep (2, 4, 6) PF-720 
at 0650, Arr (2, 4, 6) PF-730 at 
1040 

Calcutta-Sllehar-Shlllong- 
Quwahatl-Sllchar-Caloutla: 
Dep (2, 4, 6). PF-701 atllOO; 
Arr (2. 4. 6) PF-702 at 1716. 
Calcutta-Rourkala: Dep (1, 3. 

5) PF-715 at 0600, Arr (1.3.5): 
PF-716 at 0855 
Calcutta-Quwahatl-Jorhat- 
Ulabart-Oibrugartt-Texu: Dep. 
(2, 6) PF-709 at 0816, Arr. (2, 

6) PF-710 at 1840 
Calcutta-auwahatl.Olmapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-Olbrugarh: 
Dep (4) PF-709 at 0816. Arr 
(4) PF-710 at 1750 
Calcutta-Guwahatl-Olmapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-DIbrugarh- 
Taxu: Dep (7) PF-709 at 0600, 
Arr (7) PF-710 at 1706 
Caleutta-Aliawl-Sllchar- 
Ouwahatl; Dap (1, 3. 5, 7). 








It 

PF-705 at 0915, Arr (1. 3. 5, 7) 
PF-706 at 1620 
Catcutla-Agartaia: Dap (1, 3. 
5) PF-72eAat 1130, Air (1, 3. 
5) PF-730A at 1410 


Calcutta-Alaawl-Aflartala* 
Calcutta: Dap (2. 4. 6) PF-70S 
at 0910 and PF-729B at 1310 
Arr (2.4 6) PF-706 at 1255 and 
PF-730B at 1656 


Calcutta-Jamahadpur-Ranchl- 
Patna: Dap (1. 3, 5) PF-725 at 
0550, Arr (1 3 5) PF-726 at 
1115 

Calcutta-Jamahadpur; Dap (2, 


4.6) PF- 717 at 0550, Arr (2.4. 
6) PF-718 at 0745 
Caleutta-Cooch Batwr: Dap 
(2, 4, 6, 7) PF-707 at 0600. Arr 
(2. 4. 6. 7) PF-708 at 0855 


Trains 


Dapartuia 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Up 

Tln*a 

Howr0h 

Time 

Dn 

2311 

19-00 

Oalhl-Kalka Mall 

8 30 

2312 

3005 

19-20 

Amritaar Mall 

8 05 

3006 

3003 

20-00 

Bombay Mall via Allahabad 

13 15 

3004 

2381 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (Naw Oalhl) Ex- 

praaa via Gaya-Varanasi 

Dap—Tuas Thurs & Sat 

Arr—Wed Fri & Sun 

18-00 

2382 

2303 

9-15 

Alr-Cond (Now Oalhl) Ex- 
praaa via Patna 

Dap—Mon Wad Fri & Sun 
Arr—Mon Tuas Thura & Sat 

18-00 

2304 

2301 

16-00 

RaJdhanI Expraaa 5 days a 
week 

Dap—Mon Tuas Thurs Fn & 
Sun 

Arr—Tuas Wad Thurs Sat & 
Sun 

11-30 

2302 

2373 

23-00 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex¬ 
press Tn-Wkly 

Dap—Tuas Fn & Sat 

Arr—Tuas Wed & Sat 

11 10 

2374 

2547 

13-15 

Purbanchal (Qorakhpur) Ex¬ 
press 

Dap—Mon & Thurs 

Arr—Thurs 4 Mon 

4-15 

2548 

3009 

20-05 

Ooon Express via Grand 
Chord 

7-20 

3010 

3007 

9-45 

Udayan Abha Toofsn Ex¬ 
press via Main Lina 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-05 

Amritsar Express 

15-45 

3050 

3011 

20-45 

Delhi Express via Mam Line 

6-10 

3012 

3039 

20-55 

Delhi Jarurta Express via 
Mam Lina 

5-30 

3040 

3019 

16 00 

Lucknow Express 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

22-00 

MIthlls Express 

5-00 

3022 

2557 

6-00 

Kanchen|unga Express 

20-50 

2558 

5659 

17-35 

Kamrup (Quwahatl) Express 

6-30 

5660 

3317 

6-10 

Black Diamond Express 

21-25 

3316 

3029 

17-15 

Coalfield Express 

10-30 

3030 

3035 

18-20 

Aaansol Express 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-00 

Danapur Express 

6 35 

3032 

3025 

23-00 

North Bihar Express 

Dap—Wednesday 

Arr—Friday 

11 10 

3026 

3071 

22-05 

Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 
Dap—Tuas Thurs & Sal 

Arr—Mon Thurs A Sat 

600 

3072 

3015 

9-55 

Sentinikelan Express 

15-40 

3016 

2159 

15-25 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Supeirfast Express 

Dap—Thurs Sal 4 Sun 

Arr—Tuas Wed 4 Thurs 

7-30 

2160 

1171 

15-25 

Shipra (Indore) Exprsss 

Dap—Tuas 4 Wed 

Arr—Sal 4 Sun 

730 

1172 

3327 

15-25 

ShaktIpunI (Chopan) Ex¬ 
press 

Dap 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 

7 30 

3328 

5049 

22-25 

Qorakhpur Expross 

Dap 4 Arr—Sunday 

SetUdah 

10-40 

5050 

3143 

19-00 

Oar)sellng Mall 

8-45 

3144 

3153 

21-40 

Qour Express 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

6-15 

3154 

3151 

11-20 

16-30 

3152 

3133 

20-45 

Mughal Saral Express via 

SBG Loop 

12-50 

3134 

3103 

18 20 

Bhaglrsthl (Lalgola) Exprsss 

10-25 

3104 

5185 

12 40 

Chhapra Express TrI-waofcly 
Dap 4 Arr—Wed Fn 4 Sun 

4-30 

5186 


Oapartura SOUTH-EASTERN Arrival 
RAILWAY 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

Dn 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

6-45 

6004 

8002 

20 00 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 

2860 

13-10 

Gitan|all (Bombay) Expross 

14 30 

2859 

8034 

21-00 

Ahmsdabad Express 

4 30 

8033 

8030 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

16 15 

8029 

2841 

14-45 

Coromanilol (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-36 

2842 

2611 

22-35 

Bangaloro Express 

Dap—Tuas 

Arr—Sun 

13-45 

2612 

8013 

17-30 

Tats Steal Express 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21-45 

8012 

8005 

21 40 

Sambalpur Expross 

6-55 

8006 

8015 

21 15 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6 05 

8016 

8007 

22-16 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-20 

Jagannath (Purl) Express Via 

Narai 

7-45 

8410 

2821 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21 20 

2822 

8079 

23-15 

Tirupati Express 

4 15 

8080 

8045 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14-45 

8046 

8017 

16-45 

Purulla Express 

Dap—Except Saturday 

Arr—Except Sunday 

11 20 

8018 

2602 

22 35 

Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22 15 



14-10 

Trivandrum Contral - Howrah 
Quwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 


14 10 

Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 
Quwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam 4 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

2650 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah 4 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

22 15 


2652 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 4 Madras) 
Dap—Fn 4 Sun 

Arr—Tuas 4 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

2674 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Bangaloro City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

4 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 



14 10 

Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

4 Cuttack) 

Moriday only 

13-45 

2673 

2610 

22 35 

Pains-Cochin Harbour Tar- 
mlnu.<i Weekly Exprsss (via 
Howran) 

Thursday only 

22-15 



14 10 

Cochin Harbour Terminus- 
Patna Wsekly Expross (via 
Howrah) 

Wednesday only 

13-45 

2609 


ENQUIRIES. For round tha clock Information of Eattarn Railway 
tralna. plaaaa dial 203545-54 for In-comlng tralna. 203535-44 for 
all othar Information. For Information about raaarvatlona on 
Eaatam and South Eaatarn Railwaya tralna. dlal-203500 (from 9 
am to 9 pm on waakdaya and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundaya arui 
gazattad holldaya). 
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FLIP SIDE I Connoct dots from numbor to numbor, thon turn 
diagram to ona alda to aae what you've drawn What'a that? 


a EGGED ON> If a peacock lays an egg in a police car 
does the egg belong to the policeman the town or the 
owner of the bird’’ 

Op fiuvMBeKj s56o Airi I uop siiJOoend 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES'* There are al least si« diter 
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you Imd them'’ Check answers with those below 
(utfjpUip «i jtBH 9 isqujntg $ jayogs 

W 0AM|S f P«AOU/ « pUtH e •• Z BUISSIW S( U&S i S8»U0J0UiO 




LETTER PERFECT HEAD COUNT 

'How nwny on board?' asked the 
captain 

‘Sir. we left port with CGE pas¬ 
sengers, FO of which were adults 
EE children AA were boys and 
BB girts OA represents the crew 
for a grand total of FQC ‘ replied 
the mate 

"Could you lust answer my ques¬ 
tion?' demanded the captain 

Can you? What s the total num 
beron board? 

Hint Boys and girts aNogether 
total ea, and there is an adult chap 
or—one lor each lour or live chil¬ 
dren 

Try puzzling out figures above 

lOZ l*10k pu« U*0uM««cl 


a LOCK SETI PlaM a eoln 
batwean tha tipa of tha 
ring fingare of each hand, 
aaa balow, whila touching 
thumba, banding lint twro 
fingara ao that knueklaa 
maat and touching tipa of 
tha two Uttia fingan. 

Now. aaa if you can 
spraad ring fingan, caua- 
Ing coin to drop. 





DOG GONEI Hot or not. here's one lor me," says Rover Add tha 
following colors neatly 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt 
brown 5—Flesh tortes 6—LI green 7 —Oh brown 8—Ok green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points tor using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

PROVINCE 


THEN score 2 points each lor all 
words of four letters or mere 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least M aemis 

doo SUtA 0UIOSOMV SKMBOd 

































C handan Bagchi, Calcutta 
writes "I read recently 
that Henw VIII the much 
married English kino died of 
syphilis Is this true?" 

Despite his having had 
one of the best-kept medical 
records In history, there stilt 
Is controversy as to the 
cause of Henry Vlli's death 
In 1557 An extremely cul¬ 
tured and accomplished 
young prince, he became a 
great and glorious ruler but 
degenerated Into a cruel and 
unstable despot At the age 
of 22 he contracted small¬ 
pox, though he escaped 
belrig pockmarked At 33 he 
had his first attack of malar¬ 
ia, which plagued him for the 
rest of his life At 35. after a 
senous jousting accident, he 
began to develop chronic 
migraine and the extraordi- 
nanly painful leg ulcers 
which eventually crippled 
him In his late 30s. Henry 
undenvent a major personal¬ 
ity change From a benevo¬ 
lent and wise ruler, he slowly 
turned into an irrational and 
fearsome ogre whose ene¬ 
mies could expect little 
mercy 

On January 17.1536, 
when he was 44. Henry suf¬ 
fered his worst jousting acci¬ 
dent (while showing on to the 
ladies) and lay unconscious 
tor two hours His fits of blind 
anger became aggravated 
by acute insomna, painful 
sore throats, and recurrent, 
agonising headaches One 
dtotomat reported that Henry 
"was some time without 
speaking, black in the face," 
and that he (the diplomat) 
was “in great danger" Henry 
became prematurely gray 
and abnormally obese, in 
one four-year ^riod his 
waist measurement in¬ 
creased by an astounding 17 
inches until “three of the 
biggest men that could be 
found could get inside his 
doublet “ At 45 he developed 
a strange growth on the side 
of his nose At 49 he prob¬ 
ably became stenie or impo¬ 
tent During the last year of 
hto life, before his death at 
age 55, he could hardly walk 
and was transported every¬ 
where by sedan chair He 
became increasingly absent- 



11th O(j 00 hon: Clueea whose last words 
were: “Once I wee waxing end now I am 
waning.” (Gaurab Bhsttacharjee, Or No. 
B-126.1IT Kharagpur 721302) 

Ana: Madame Tueeaud, of coursel 


minded, frequently issuing 
opposite rulings on succeed¬ 
ing days He spent his last 
eight cays in bed, too weak 
even to lift a glass to his lips 
Finally, amid the horren¬ 
dous stench of his bursting 
ulcers, Henry died—fulfilling 
a prophecy made 10 years 
earlier by Lord Montague 
that Henry's "leg will kill him, 
and then we will have jolly 
stirring ” ft had also been 


QUESTIONS 


1 . HotwMenynow^dkl 
Banldm<^tarK|r^Chat- 


cdui)7(8t^a8aeN 

Dey.l^rdvifanSI) 

2. Whowasthe^noua 
Natorianwhoacooht: 
^ied Mahmud of 
Qhazni during his in¬ 
vasion of Incra? 
(Shabbir Ahmed, Cal¬ 
cutta 14) 

3. lAftiat is common to 
these HoHywood Aims; 
MsgamboJViohwif 
Jun^on, waffaraibot 
Oontassaaiid The 
SwnA<wTOiea7{Nl«^ 
Kumar, BIT 

4. WhattoBamboo 
Mon^(Ottwito 
Macoomdaar.BoraiS) 

8. A4unetheworld‘alftM 
verAoaltMmotfand 
iandng jet aircraft. (J. 
OmPrakaahRao, 
JharMKaida2) 

8. Whalisidohinopho- 


bia? (Anina ChvKirar- 
itii.QMcutta29) 




8, Wi^famduafoolbat* 
taraia, i^gni^ 
tomyfalhwf^afithe 
coantingherfidnot 


prophesied that "the dogs 
would lick his bones as they 
did Ahab's" While his body 
was being transported to 
Windsor tor burial, the coffin 
burst open during the night 
in the morning, sentries 
found dogs licking Henry's 
remains 

Did Henry die from syphll- 
lis? All his symptoms Indi¬ 
cate It, as do the fates of his 
children Edward VI died af- 


rata Haidar, Tnbeni 3) 
18. WhoistheAistSrl 
Lankantoscoreadou- 
bis century in his Test 
debut? (Awt Kr Panig- 
rahi,Jharsuguda2) 


ANSWERS 


nddnjnM uopuejg 'ol 
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jemoueo)Xjo}se 
jouonenuiiuooeiasui •£ 
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•oeejoiqoudsiaeanp 
-Old pinoo je6uij a qjiM 
)epmuiodx>peitono) 
6u|^ usAe sesBO ejSA 
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-AuejOJeejpiqiOUiV 'g 
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suotoei esjs 
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UiOJipeAuepueeq 
eABumpasoddns 
feuoui padBus-tejqet 
'MOUBu'patBt^et^ > 
’Uiem)0(ie 

^lapetoemupiBObAV t 


ter his nails fell off and his 
body was smothered in an 
awful rash, Mary I's husband 
complained of the hornd 
stench that emanated from 
her nose, and Elizabeth I 
was probably barren The 
numerous still births suffered 
by Henry s wives and the 
significant fact that he had 
no grandchildren point to 
sypnilis 

S A Ahmed, Calcutta 16, 
wants some facts on Kemal 
Ataturk 

Turkey ilnderwent radical 
social change under the 
leadership of its first presi¬ 
dent, Kemal Ataturk Ata- 
turk's nse to virtual dictator 
of a revitalised Turkey 
carved from the rums of the 
defunct Ottoman Empire had 
been dramatic A soldier by 
trainino, he joined Enver 
Pasha s Young Turks 
(1908), fought Italy in Libya 


I ttVWi WW III 

World War I He refused to 
recognise the peace terms 
which the victorious Allies 
had imposed on the last 
Ottoman Sultan Mohammed 
VI, and thus formed his own 
army and set up a rival Tur- 
kish capital at Ankara By 
1923 he was the undisputed 
ruler of present-day Turkey 
One of his first acts was to 
expel the sultan He next set 
out create a modern all-Turk 
nation His chief obstacle 
the centuries-old Islamic 
traditions, became his prime 
target In dictatorial fashion, 
he closed down the mos¬ 
ques, turned out the caliph 
(the pojae of Islam), closed 
the rehgious schools which 
taught subjugation to Allah's 
will, and replaced Islamic law 
with Western codes He also 
abolished the fez as a use¬ 
less symbol of the past, 
violators of the hat law were 
hanged 

Although only one-fourth 
Turk himself (one-fourth 
Macedonian, half Alaba¬ 
man), the blond blue-eyed 
ruler restricted most 
businesses to Turkish enter- 
pnse His goal had 
been to westernise and mod¬ 
ernise Turkey by whatever 
means necessary This he 
achieved before his liver 
gave out to alcohol in 1938 
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GARFIELD By Jim Davis 






































































The rath yatra by L.K. Advani is a 10,000-km move calculated to catch votes 


at rankles is that it could also a 


SULTANIA 




co mmunal fire and leave everything behind him in flames. 
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BEAUTY. 






Touchwood. 

It polishes wood to glowing perfection. 

Unlike ordinary polibh, only Touchwood containb 
polyurethane which protects furniture from stains, scratches and 
termites And keeps it looking lieautifiil for years. 

Touchwood IS transparent and is available in matt and 
glossy finishes And Touchwood is so easy to use that even your 
painter can apply it 

So write in for more information on Touchwood, and 
discover the secret of lasting beauty for your furniture. 


Yes' I would like to know how Toittliwinxl i an keep my 
fumiUirc beautiful for years Do mail me your Imichure 


Mail to Produrt Manaj<er Wood tlnishus 

asian paints 

PO Box No 11701, Bombay 400 021 
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Touche! 

I strongly protest the pub- 
hcation of that ndiculous 
photograph of our honour¬ 
able chief minister, Jyoti 
Basu, in Candid Camera 
(September 2) 

\^t kmd of impression 
will the people have about a 
chief minister who digs his 
nose m public? 

Salkat Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ Please stop using politi¬ 
cians on your Candid 
Camera page. If you don’t 
have an appropriate person 
to project, leave the space 
blank. That would be 
better. 

S.K. Bhagat, 

Chittaraiqan (W B ) 

■ Thanks a lot for the pic¬ 
ture of Gabnela Sabatini It 
wasn’t as lusaous as that of 
Steffi Graf earlier, but 
Sabatini is, after all, Saba¬ 
tini. 

K. Bhattacharya, 

Shillong 

Q)in^ VViid 

It was very interestmg to 
read about the lesser 
known Mahananda wildlife 
sanctuary (September l6) 
In fact, tte whole issue was 
far better than any other on 
jewellery, precious stones, 
players or politicians. 
Paromita 
Bhattacharya, 

Rourkela (Onssa) 


Remedy for 
AIDS 

The cover story on AIDS 
(August 19) was commend¬ 
able. I wish to inform you 
that contrary to popular be¬ 
lief. AIDS, too, has its re 
medy It hes m ’chronit 
miasm’, a scientific study of 
the phenomena of disease, 
which althou^ not widely 
practised or populansed, 
has tremendous potential 
of curing patients 

As d homeopath of some 
standing I strongly believe 
that this aspect of applied 
science deserves immedi¬ 
ate consideration and ex¬ 
ploration 

Dr Ashis Chatterjee, 

Durgapur 

■ I stronf^y object to the 
report that junior doctors in 
C^cutta Medical College 
and Hospitals vehemenSy 
protested against the set¬ 
ting up of d ward for AIDS 
patients because of theu- 
“superficial knowledge" ab¬ 
out the disease. 

AIDS IS a new killer dis¬ 
ease and the details about it 
are beuig gradually un¬ 
folded by doctors and sci¬ 
entists the world over It 
seriously weakens the un- 
munity system and the 
body fails to cope with 
opportunistic infections, 
especially ‘Pneumocystis 
cannii’. Treatment is only 
symptomatic and no vac¬ 
cine IS available yet. The 


anti-vual drug. Zidovudine, 
is sometimes given to sup¬ 
press the virus 
The writers should have 
known that m government 
hospitals junior doctors 
work under the guidance of 
senior visiting doctors 
Since the disease has no 
definitive treatment as yet, 
supportive treatment tor 
such patients can be given 
by junior doctors It is not 
their "superficial know 
ledge” which hinders the 
opening of suth wards but 
the lack of basic intrastruc 
ture in government hospit 
als Special investigations, 
extra precautionary mea 
sures, even isolation, 
would be necessary 
As for AIDS not being 
uicluded m the MUBS cur¬ 
riculum, bemg a medical 
graduate 1 do remembei 
havmg gone through the 
chapter on AIDS in Pre 
ventive and Social Medi 
line by Park and Park (11 th 
edition, 2nd MBBS 
course) and Davidson s 
Prmaple and Practice of 
Medicine (15th edition, 
chapter 19, p 726, 3rd 
MBBS course) 

In scientific articles, 1 
guess the essence bes in 
the authenticity 
Dr Apurba Koomar 
Chatterjee, 

N Bengal 

■ What IS most disturbing 
about AIDS is that an enor¬ 
mous number of people are 
already infected with the 
vuiis but as yet do not 
show any symptoms of the 
(bsease There is a high 
possibibty that fi'om five 
months to five years, most 
of these sero-positive peo¬ 
ple will become full-blown 
AIDS patients 
Two diseases also com¬ 
mon in AIDS patients are 
‘Pneumocystis cannii’ (a 
type of pneumonia) and 
‘Kaposis sarcoma’ (a type 
of skm cancer) 

Mankind has never faced 
such an alannmg mecbcal 
challenge before. 

Javed .Nishat, 

Calcutta 


’The come hither look 



The Telegraph 

28 OCTOBER 1990 




I hue h.is lieeii a vir¬ 
tual explosion in the numlx'i of 
cbnics providmg sex deter¬ 
mination tests A leporl on the 
ramjiant misuse ol a new sci- 
eme 
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FoUowmg the Gulf 
cnsis, there is an all-out oil 
hunt the woiW over 
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India’s (lolden 
Gnl, P T Usha, is back home 
and retired An unusual photo 
feature with her off the track 
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A shot being discussed at the Caicutta Port 


.i® 


sm 


One of the leaders of the 


art film movement. 


G. Aravmdaan, concluded 


the shooting of his latest 


Vasthubara, in Calcutta 


recently. The sto 


which sneaks about the 


agonies of refugees and of 
a rehabilitation officer, is 


largely based on the 


eastern region. 


HIRAK SEN looks on 


Neena Gupta outside a Shiva temple in Behaia 


^ , 4 , 


G. Aravindaan 


A 


• li'S * 


Neena Gupta and Mohanlal exchange notes before a shot 
























JNAN FROKASH GHOSH 


Born to Kiran Chandra 
Ghosh and Nalinibala Devi in 
Csdcutta in the early part of 
|ji‘s century, Jnan ^okash 
Ghosh, the doyen of the music 
world, studied at Collins Insti¬ 
tute and did his BA Honours 
from Presidency College, 
securing a first class first. 
Brought up in a musical en¬ 
vironment, he was drawn to 
the performing arts at an early 
age. When he was only 12 or 
13, he accompamed dhrupad 
singer Ranen Biswas on ^e 
tabla at the experimental radio 
centre wdiich functioned from 
the Temple Chambers near 
the high court. 

During his college days, 
Ghosh was a regular m the 
football, cricket and hockey 
teams. He was also a good 
swimmer. However, his sport¬ 
ing career was cut short due to 


retinal haemorrhage and he 
concentrated on music. He 
took his initial tabla lessons 
from one Tonybabu and learnt 
to play the pal^wai from 
Bipin Ghosh. He was trained m 
srikhole under Nabadwip Bra- 
jabashi. His full-fledged tabla 
lessons began under Azim 
Khan and later continued 
under Mashit Khan and Feroz 
Khan. His style was further 
polished by Nathu Khan and 
Ahme<lian 'fherkowatah Sahib. 

Ghosh was initiated into 
thumri by Sagir Khan and into 
dhrupad by Dabir Khan. Girija 
Shankar Chakraborty, Mehcfi 
Hussain, Amir Khan and Bade 
Ghulam Ali helped him develop 
into a top rank^ vocalist. 
Even without any formal les¬ 
son in playing the harmonium, 
he managed to master this in¬ 
strument. 


Ghosh’s multi-faceted ta¬ 
lents found expression through 
various programmes on the All 
India Radio with which he was 
associated for 15 years. His 
experimentation with various 
branches of music left many a 
landmark. He was the first to 
introduce the use of guitar in 
adhuaik compositions and in¬ 
vented the vadya item. 
Drums of Destiny, Sant Sumir- 
an and duets with V. G. Jog's 
violin and V. Balsara’s piano 
form some of his recordings. 
Besides, he has composed in¬ 
numerable songs that have 
been recorded by well-known 
vocalists. He was music direc¬ 
tor in three films and worked 
with luminaries like Ravi 
Shankar, Ali Akbar Khan, 

Bade Ghulam, Bismillah Khan, 


Amir Khan and Shamta 
Prasad. 

Since 1937 Ghosh has been 
active in grooining young ta¬ 
lent, and has gifred us some 
excellent musicians like tabla 
players Nikhil Ghosh, Shankar 
Ghosh, Kanal DutU, Shyamal 
Bose, Anindya Chatteijee and 
Sanjoy Mukheijee, and vocal¬ 
ists Pmsun Baiierjee, Ajoy 
Chakraborty, Tanima Thakur 
and Lalita Ghosh. He has repre¬ 
sented Indn in various music 
conferences and has been hon¬ 
oured with the Padma 
Bhushan, and the Bhuwalka 
and Alauddin Khan awards be¬ 
sides being made a Fellow of 
Sangeet Natak AkademL 

1110 sketch shows his pre¬ 
sent residence on Dixon Lane 
in central Calcutta. 
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BOY OR GIRL? 


I t must be the oldest cliche in the world, 
but the tension wound up in the ques¬ 
tion, “Boy or girl?” would reduce 
Alfred Hitchcock to one big yawn. The 
heart misses a beat when the lady misses 
her period. The gynaecologist examines 
her, prescribes the urine test—and the 
coil begins to wind itself in the guts. The 
test confirms that the lady is expecting and 
the gynaecologist’s congratulatory advice 
is the first round of silent applause you 
hear for the goodness of God. 

The mother feels the movements of the 
little one inside and the father gets the 
greatest kick; the crosswords are no lon¬ 
ger done together, they have been re¬ 
placed by the jotting down and cancelling 
of two separate lists of names: the boy’s 
and the girl’s. The blue and the pink wool¬ 
len balls are all over and so is everything 
else in two separate colours. 

By the time the mother is in her sixth 
month, the old wives confidently predict 
the sex of the little one by the amount of 
weight she is putting on or the vertical line 
down her swollen belly and the younger 
friends assure the parents-to-be that it will 
be a girl by the glow on her cheeks (more 
by heads-or-tails, actually). The question 
uppermost in everyone’s mind by the ninth 
month is the oldest cliche in ^e world. 
Very very few are concerned more about 
the welfare of the new arrival than its sex. 
Rare is the fiither who paces the floor 
outside the labour room or operation 
theatre not wanting to know what the 
nurse will come out and tell him first. 
Thea the multiple explosions of strung- 
together Diwali tembs go bang-bang in the 
head and suddenly the prolonged pleasure 
of the Great Mystery is over. You know 
what the next set of nappies will be: pink 
or blue. 

Science, however, is a double-edged 
sword. While it can unravel many Great 
Mysteries, it can also take over life com- 
idetely so as to make the personal compu¬ 
ter the father of maa 
In the West, the inexorable juggernaut 
devised a test called amniocentesis some 
30 years ago, mainly for the detection of 
genetic defects. Amniocentesis involves 
the insertion of a hollow needle into the 
uterus of a pregnant woman to draw out a 
sample of the amniotic fluid in which the 
embryo is suspended. This fluid is tested 
for foetal abnormalities, specially in the 
cases of expectant mothers who are above 
34 years. ’Ihe test is vital to determine the 
possibilities of mental retardation. 


The need to know the 
answer while the mother is 
carrying has led to a boom 
in the sex determination 
test business. And, of 
course, to a mass muriier 
of female foetuses... 


haemophilia or chromosal abnormalities in 
the child; the chances of a woman above 
34 having a mon^oid baby are also higher. 

But the bad news is that amniocentesis 
is now used primarily to determine the sex 
of the foetus and, shocking as it may 
sound, murder the innocent, helpless 
foetus if it happens to be female. At least 
one popular textbook of obstetrics de¬ 
nounces its use for sex determination, 
saying, "...amniocentesis...should not be 
offer^ for such trivial reasons as choosing 
the sex of the offspring.” 

In India, however, the earlier the female 
can be done in, the better. And what 
better way than foeticide? 
Amniocentesis for sex determination with 
the sole idea of aborting the foetus if it is 
female has been a regular practice for 
more than a decade now in a country 
where even the “broadminded" man and 
“liberated” woman is over the moon with 
joy if it is a boy and at best gulps with 
much bravado, “I always wanted a girl; 
they are much cuter.” Ask the female 
nurse whose monetary gains outside the 
operation theatre are not according to the 
success of the delivery or Caesarian se¬ 
ction or to the wellbeing of the mother and 
child, but according to the ‘colour’ of her 
announcement. Pink or blue. 

Sex determinaticm tests were widely 
done in Bombay, unquestionably the most 
‘modem’ of our cities, and there was a 
rampant growth of such clinics in the smal¬ 
ler cities of Maharashtra in the decade 
preceding 1988. According to R.P. Ravin- 
dra, a member of the Forum Agpunst Sex 
Determination and Sex Pre-selection 
(FASDSP), these clinics were a ttoe-a- 
dozen in places like Dhule, Jal^on, Amra- 
vati, Nashik and Nagpur. 

A study by Dr Saiqeev Kulkami of the 


Foundation for Research in Community 
Health was commissioned by the seaet- 
ary to the Maharashtra government’s de- 
pariment of public health and family wel¬ 
fare. The study, Pre-natal Sex Determina¬ 
tion Tests and Female Foeticide in Ban- 
bay City, discovered that most gynaeco¬ 
logists performed amniocentesis solely for 
sex determination and even when they 
were done for the detection of genetic 
disorders, they formed a very small per¬ 
centage. A near 100 per cent of the 15,914 
abortions done during 1984-85 by a well- 
known abortion clinic in Bombay were 
undertaken after sex determination tests. 
There are truths, shocking truths and sta¬ 
tistics like this. 

The turnover of a diagnostic clinic on 
Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road in central Calcut¬ 
ta ran into Rs 10 lakhs in a single month of 
1987 after it started anuiiocentesis for the 
first time. Of course, in the subsequent 
years, its annual turnover was barely Rs 
10 lakhs. 'The reason was simpler than one 
would think: almost every pathological 
laboratory in the dty took tliffi cue finom the 
young, enterprising Dr Piyush Aggarwal of 
the central Calcutta clinic, and the fest 
buck was quickly split. It wasn’t as if Dr 
Aggarwal’s clinic ushered amniocentesis 
into Cakutta; the unique feature was that 
he introduced the test exclusively for the 
purpose of sex determination. His public¬ 
ity Uterature spoke of amniocentesis solely 
as a test for determining the sex of the 
foetus. 

hi Calcutta, again, a women’s organisa¬ 
tion donated a foetal monitor to a hospital 
and the doctors there officially claim that it 
only informs them of the wellbeing of the 
foetus. But since the monitor also indi¬ 
cates the sex of the foetus, it is a foregone 
conclusion what it is used for. The doctor 
supervising the monitor says: “We never 
tell the parents the sex of the foetus. ” But 
it is reliably learnt that a section of the 
hospital staff makes private deals with the 
parents. 

All arguments against this misuse of 
amniocentesis are countered by vehement 
statements such as Nivedita Chakrabw- 
ty’s. “Since I already have a daughter, vdiy 
should I not be given the choice of having a 
son?" she asks angrily. “Maybe we will 
manage to pay ;(he dowry of the first 
daughter; the secrnid will probably die in a 
stove acddent after maniige, anyway.” 

Many doctors also e^cally justify 
amniocentesis and subsequent abortion as 
long u it is drnie withm 20 weeks of 





Amniotle fluid being extracted from a pregnant mother 


\ 


pregnancy, that is, merely the medical 
safety part Sangeeta Poddar, a mother of 
three daughters, heard about this test 
when she was carrying again "Both my 
husband and 1 did not want another daugh* 
ter A male child was also necessary to run 
the family business ’ 

And, then, the rasping query of Malini 
Kumar, 25, married and resident of the 
posh Ballygunge Circular Road area of Cal¬ 
cutta “Cut the drama, yaar Why should I 
not have tlie right to decide the sex of my 
child if I can have the nght to decide 
whether or not to have a child’' 

A fter nearly 10 years of relentless cam¬ 
paigning by various concerned groups 
including the PASDbP, the state govern¬ 
ment in Maharashtra enforced the Mahar¬ 
ashtra Pre natal Diagnostic Techniques 
Act, 1988 (May 10) thus making that 
state the first in the country to legislate 
anything of the kind In effect, it attempts 
to regulate the use of modem medical 
technology in India On January 2, 1989 
the State Appropriate Authority (SAA) and 
the State Vigilance Committee (SVC) 
were set up but so far only 14 have 
applied to the SAA for registration to con¬ 
duct pre natal sex determination tests for 
the limited purposes permitted under the 
Act The bVC, too, has had just one com¬ 
plaint lodged with them so far about a 
doctor m Bombay continuing such tests, 
according to the Maharashtra state health 
department It does not mean that the 
picture has become rosy groups which 
fought for and won a legislation against 
these tests contend that they are still 
going on to a large extent 
Dr Saqjeev Kulkami s study found that 
the cost of the amniocentesis ranged from 
Rs 70 to Rs 600 and though most doctors 
admitted that their "market' was largely 
the upper income groups, advertisements 
like, "Pay Rs 500 now than Rs 5,000 
later,” did help to convince people Oiat a 
sex determination test and abortion were a 
pittance compared to the cost of marrymg 
off a daughter 

Medicd techiuques like ammocentesis, 
chonon villi biopsy (CVB) and ultraso¬ 
nography were blatantly misused, like 
radars to identify the 'enemy' and destroy 
her The Enkson Method, which entails 
the separation of the chromosome and 
artificial insemination, was also practised 
by five doctors in Bombay before the ban, 
some women’s gpoups allege In fact. Dr 
Enkson, the pioneer of this method was 
invited to Bombay by a local doctor 
At that time, apart firom such clinics and 
abortion centres, there were at least 30 
laboratories doing chromosal analysis and 
half of them were in Bombay alone 
After the Act came into force, the whole 
gamut of sex determination tests were 
supposed to be thrown out of the purview 



of pnvate hosi»taIs and cJmics and be 
confined only to government hospitals 
There will, of course, be loopholes and the 
SAA does give permission to omduct 
these tests for “limited purposes" like 
detecting genetic disorders. How limited 
the purpose will be is anybody's guess, 
allege the women’s groups. 

&ys Ahilya Rangnekar, the Mahaiash>- 
tra CPI(M) leaden “This limited purpose 
application can be misused The tests are 
going on—maybe, not openly.” Rang- 
nekv, whose Shramik Mahila &bha cam¬ 
paigned against the tests, had conducted a 
survey six months ago and discovered 17 
cases of abortion, in each case the woman 
admitting that she was aborting “because 


the distance between the first and second 
child IS too small". Rangnekar also disco¬ 
vered that n each of the 17 cases, the first 
child was a gut Tte wpmen, when con¬ 
tacted, said they were “very progressive” 
and would not dream of aborting just 
because it was a female foetus. Their 
mothers-m-law, however, gave a clearer 
picture When Rangnekar questioned 
them, they countered, “What 

will we do with a second girl?" 

The Marxist MLA was convmced that 
unless the campaign among the women 
was effective, there could be no change in 
the situatKHi. “There is this feeling that 
unless there is a son, there is no chance of 
going to heaven," says Rangnekar. 


Foetal monitor, which can be lued for sex determination 









An ultrasound scanner to determine the 

The efficacy of the legislation in Mahar¬ 
ashtra is extremely doubtful when you 
take a look at those bemg punished for 
violations. Just one complamt has ccmie in 
so far. And those found guilty are liable to 
get terms not exceeding three years 
ngorous imprisonment and fines of Rs 
5,000 The health department says that 
the SVC cannot act in the absence of 
complaints and there has been only one 
smce June 1988; “This is a good excuse 
for the government. It thinks the people 
should come forward and give evidence,” 
thunders Tara Reddy, general secretary of 
the Maharashtra branch of the National 
Federation of Indian Womea “What is the 
government machinery there for if it can’t 
find out?” 

Reddy claims that the ban was clamped 
under pressure fi'om women’s groups 
including her own, but feels that it lus 
remain^ all paper-mk-and-file. She gives 
an example of some clinics in Kolhapur 
which have been openly advertising the 
tests despite the ban. “There are very 
obvious notice boards outside these di¬ 
nks. We went in a delegation to the 
Kolhapur collector and brought it to his 
attention. But there was no action. And 
the government doesn’t seem interested 
m taking action. Unless there is strxit 
impleinentation, nothing will happen. 

“What happens is tnat tests are (kme at 
the government centres and the abortion 
is done elsewhere after 15 days so tlat the 






!alth and sex of the foetus 


nexus can’t be established. Abortion is 
one’s right, and the tests are allowed for 
some purposes; so the chain continues to 
cerate resulting m female foebcide.” 

'There is another ang^e to the Act m 
Maharashtra. Sex determination clinics 
began huining out in neighbouring states 
like Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh and Goa. Members of the 
FASDSP m Ahmedabad said that 50,000 
sex tests were recorded m 1987-88, spe¬ 
cially in the south Gigarat areas bordering 
Maharashtra. 'This was around the time 
the Maharashtra government announced 
that it would introduce a Bill banning 
amniocentesis and other foetal tests. 

•Some doctors like Dr Datta Pai, direc¬ 
tor of Pearl Centre m Dadar, Bombay, 
were conducting these tests for sue years 
before the ban spoilt it all. Among the 
reasons for Dr Pai giving it up was tlut he 
was appointed a member of the state com¬ 
mittee formed to study sex determination 
methods and work towards legislation. But 
Dr Pai feels: "Happy and wanted children 
is what we desire. Low-profit, no-loss cli¬ 
nics must be set up. There are 200 million 
orphans in our country. Who cares about 
thm? Abortion is permissible in India, but 
the laws don’t say anything about the sex. 
of the foetus. The idea of no more than 
two children per couple has to be com¬ 
municated to the peo|de. Unwanted babies 
must be aborted. I’m a strong lU’oUgonist 
of sex determination tests.’’ 


Arxither doctor, udto prefers to remain earning the wrath of his gynaecologist 
anonymous, goes one step further, friends and losing references. Tm perso- 
According to fain amniocentesis gives 97 naDy amniocentesis used solely for 
per cent accurate results, but with chorion detennJiung the sex. But I have to comply 
villi biopsy it is 98 per cent. And CVB is an with the request of the gyna^logist’’ 
aesthetically better procedure. "I’m wait- Unlike most odier pathological laborator- 
ing for the opportunity to use the business ies in the dty, however, he does not 
principle of lower margin of error. Earlier I accept cases directly, 
could have advertised this for mothers Another pathologist confirmed that 
who wanted male children, ’’ he says bland- amniocenteds was not possible without 
ly. "Now it will have to be the less efiec- the direct interest of tlw gynaecologist 
tive word-of-mouth publiaty. ’’ ‘Ten cc of fluid is required for the test and 

it is difficult to extract this fluid without the 

A pathologist who nas set up his clinic he^ of the gynaecologist If there are any 
in one of ffie elite areas in central traces of blood in the fluid, the result will 
Calcutta, requested anonymity for fear of be inaccurate.” 


Selling abortion 





CREATING 
A BOY 



nMKohlto 


your family. Pre-determine 
Jr the sex of your child without 
medical test or aid. Consult Mrs Kohli, 
S/1 Russell Street, Calcutta-71.” This 
advertisement appeared in the classi¬ 
fied cdumns of the aty-based English 
dailies between mid-1987 and early 
1988. Then, all of a sudden, it stopped. 
The newspapers had decided enough 
was enou]^ They did not wish to be 
party to any form of advertising that 
mi^ encourage tiie unAucal practice 
(tf aborting the female foetus. 

But Kiran Kohli's business con¬ 
tinues. She and her husband, Arvind 
Kdih, who assists her, argue, “What 
we give the couples is conception 
advice. We ask the couples for their 
dates of birth and details of the wife’s 
moistrual cycle and after making cer- 


Care has also to be taken not to harm 
the foetus while extracting the fluid and 
often an ultrasonogram is recommended to 
ascertain the exact position of the foetus 
prior to the extraction. In fact, the sex of 
the foetus can be determined in the ultra¬ 
sonogram and amniocentesis done as a 
con&rnatory test. 

Doctors admit that there are three ma¬ 
jor risks m amniocentesis: (1) trauma to 
the foetus, to the placenta, to the umbilical 
cord or to maternal structures; (2) senous 


tain cal a thi tiow we tell them exactly 
when to conceive to have a boy or a 
girL Tlik) is baskaHy hel|^ the coiqile 
to pre-plan tiieir family. Though we 
have the expertise, we do not deter¬ 
mine the 8^ of the foetus after it is 
conceived. Therefore, the question o< 
CTOpumging abcution does not arise.” 

Mr Kohli. who does most of the 
taBdnft daims that till date they have 
done 30 cases with 100 per c«it suc¬ 
cess rate. However, “out of these 30, 
only two wanted daughters,” he 
adniits. “But we have never come 
across a newiy-mamed couple. Those 
vdio have come to us already have two 
daughters.” 

The couple describe then system of 
"neo famfly fflanning” as “very old wine 
in a new bottle." Says Mrs Kohli, “The 
system adopted by us is highly soph¬ 
isticated. It is time-tested, and prob¬ 
ably as old as 2000 years. I have a 
ch^ which I have decoded after con¬ 
sulting a lot of old books. 1 calculate the 
data provided to me by the parents on 
the basis of this chart and tell ttem 
whoi to ccsiceive.” 

Asked how she got the chart, Mr 
Kdili replies: “We were in a jomt fami¬ 
ly. It just came out of one of the files. 
BiA how it came there we do not really 
know.” Pointing towards his wife he 
says, “It took two years for her to 
dnxxle it” 

So, what is this chart all about.’ Mr 
Kohli pauses, and then like a true 
businessman, says, "It is a secret 
Yes, it is our trade secret To give you 
a little hint, it seems to be from West 
Ask. There are certain words in Per¬ 
sian. I wouldn’t like to say anything 
more on this,” 

Mrs Kohli says she first ex¬ 
perimented with the chart amcxig her 
famfly members as a hobby—wfrh 100 
per cent success. ”Thai she started 
doing it professionally in 1987. Now we 
have even started getting repeat 
cases. She charges Rs 500 per case,” 
sxys Mr Kohli 

M,a 


infections; and (3) miscarriage or prema¬ 
ture labour. There is also the possibihty of 
causing haemorrhage to the placenta and 
the amnionic sac perforation of the 
jflacenta may lead to significant transfer of 
foetal blood to the mother vdiich may ulti- 
mateiy cause haemoty^ disease m the 
foetus. Therefore, location of the placenta 
throu^ ultrasonography is also recom¬ 
mended, but many doctors slop this if they 
want to cut costa for their cases. Most 
pathologiats who take iq> cases directly 


also avoid ultrasonography before 
amniocentesis for the simple reason tha 
the first test might provide sufficien 
knowledge for the parents and they migdi 
not return foi amniocentesis 

Ultrasonography is accurate only afte 
20 weeks of pregnancy while amniocente 
sis can predict the sex of the foetus with. 
sharper accuracy m the 12th or 14th week 
Abortmg m the 20th week is fraught will 
greater risks than in the 14th week am 
according to the laW, too, abortion is per 
missible only within 20 wfteks of pregnan 
cy Many doctors are of the opinion tha 
abortion even after the 12th week is nsky 

The Medical Termination of Pregnane 
Act lays down several grounds on whicl 
abortion can be done; but as with mos 
laws, there are as many loopholes as then 
are grounds. Most parents who want b 
loll a female foetus allege that the pregnan 
cy was a result of contracepbve failiire 
The pathologists and radiologists alter the 
medical reports to say that the mother wa 
suffering hum disease which threatenei 
the health of the foetus and the child ma 
have been botn abnormal or that carrym, 
the foetus was a danger to the mother' 
Me. 

In India, nearly 60 lakh abortions art 
earned out every year; of these, only 
about 10 lakh in licensed clinics. As many 
as 25 lakh foetuses are destroyed because 
they are female. The effects of such 
large-scale female foeticide are telling: Ir 
1921, for every 1,000 men there were 972 
women. When the last census was taken, 
m 1981, the number of women per 1,000 
men had come down to 933. In West 
Bengal, the situation is still worse—the 
male-female ratio m the 1981 census was 
found to be 1,000 911 

In 1971, the total number of men m the 
country exceeded the total number of 
women by 1.99 crores. By 1981, the 
difference had grown to a staggering 2.38 
crores. Such firighfening imbalances are, in 
turn, certain to lead to even greater social 
problems. 

A spokeswoman of the Missionaries of 
Charity says: “If there can be an anti- 
dowry Act, why can’t the government 
bring m national legislation to ban sex de¬ 
termination tests? Side by side, the abort¬ 
ing of female foetuses should also be 
elided. ” Another social worker attached 
to a government family planning clinic 
adds: “Every couple should be asked for a 
declaration stating the reason for seeking 
abortxm. If the reason k found to be false, 
there should be a punishment ckuse.” An 
eiqiectant mother said: “Not banning sex 
determination teats in the coun^ means 
the government is encouraging cold¬ 
blooded murder. It k female foeticide by 
the government”^ 

Anil Grover with Lekha Dhar 
and Monimoy Dasguirta 




TALKING SHOP 


DEAD ON! 


P unctuality has always 
been a fetish in my f^- 
ly, and I still re<^ my 
grandfather raising merry hell 
whenever the syce (or the 
munshi) was even a minute 
late while he was waiting for 
the phaeton to come out to 
take him to the courts. 
“Fools! ’ he would explode. 
“Don’t they know that time is 
money?’’ Like cleanliness, he 
maintained, punctuality was 
next to godliness. 

My father was made of 
gentler stuff. “Punctuality is 
the politeness of kings,” he 
would tell us indulgently 
whenever my brother and I 
twitted him for always wanting 
him to be on the dot at whatev¬ 
er function he attended. Then 
he would murmur to himself, 
airing the smattering of French 
he retained from his student 
days in Europe: “L’exactitude 
est la politesse des rois". 

This is how I came to ac¬ 
quire my one solitary virtue: 
looking back on the wasted 
years of my life, I find that 1 
have not been a particularly 
virtuous man. But I have al¬ 
ways tried, even if I have 
sometimes failed in the 
attempt. For example, I mis¬ 
sed my own weddmg recep¬ 
tion. 

It happened like this. 

I got married with the usual 
fuss and ceremony m Lahore, 
where 1 was working as a 
fledgling journalist and where 
my bride’s parents lived. At 
the same time my parents had 
arranged a garden party in our 
home town, Ferozepore, 
some 50 odd miles from the 
then Punjab capital. On the 
way 1 had a puncture, and 
although I am quite adept at 
other things, I had never be¬ 
fore changed a tyre with my 
own hands. 

So I got some villagers to 
push my newly-purchased 
second-hand Vauxhall sedan to 
the petrol pump three miles 
down the road. It was past six 
o’clock when these repairs 
were completed, and when 1 
drove through the gates of our 
bungalow, situated between 
the old city and the canton¬ 
ment, the band was playing 
"God Save 'The King” and the 
guests were mostly gone. My 
father stood forlornly in a cor¬ 


ner, looking terribly let down. 

Years later, while in the 
Foreigri Service when posted 
to Mexico, on one of my usual 
trips to Cuba, to which country 
I was concurrently accredited, 
1 discovered to my dismay on 
arrival at the airport that I had 
left some important papers be¬ 
hind in another briefcase. 
There was no question of 



The importance of 
being on time 



going back for those docu¬ 
ments, as the journey back¬ 
wards and forwards would 
have taken two hours and the 
flight was about to be called. 

So I made some hurried 
telephone calls and changed 
my reservation to the next 
plane three days later: I'here 


were only two services a week 
between Mexico City and 
Havana in those days. In the 
evening, at a reception which I 
had previously declined, I 
went up to the Cuban Ambas¬ 
sador and explained what had 
happened. 

"How fortunate. Your Ex¬ 
cellency!” he told me. ’Tou 
cannot have heard the news, 
but the Aeronavis plane in 
which you were booked 
crashed while landing at Jose 
Marti airport. There were no 
survivors.” 

In a long career, which has 
taken me to different parts of 
the world, I have found the 
Dutch to be the most punctual 
of all people, and the Latin 
Americans the tardiest. .At 
The Hague, for example, if 
you invite your guests for 
cocktails at six, they will start 
queueing up outside your door 
five minutes in advance, check 
their watches, and then press 


the bell precisely on the stroke 
of time. 

Not so south of the border. 
Once in Panama City, when 1 
had arrived the foreign minis¬ 
ter and other senior officials 
from Relaciones Exteriores for 
luncheon at two (the Latins eat 
late), no one had arrived even 
at three, at which time the 
maitre d’hotel came rushing 
towards me with a telephone 
in his hand. 

It was the minister. "Senor 
Embujadoi'’, he said to me. 
without a word of regret. “But 
may we please come for dinner 
instead—tonight at ten o- 
clock, por favor?" I knew they 
wouldn’t show up much before 
midnight, and I was mad as 
hell, but I replied in my blan¬ 
dest manner: "Of course. Ex¬ 
cellency, it will be a pleasure.” 

When Jawaharlal Nehru 
came to Mexico on a State 
visit, before addressing a joint 
session of Parliament, he 
asked me in Hindi: "How long 
am I expected to speak?” to 
which I repbed: “An hour or 45 
minutes.” A’ great stickler for 
punctuality, the Pnme Minis¬ 
ter fiddled with the dial of his 
wnstwatch and mounted the 
podium. 

Forty-five minutes went by, 
and then a whole hour, and 1 
looked anxiously at Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi and M.J. Desai, the foreign 
secretary, seated alongside in 
the well of the House. The PM 
was hosting a luncheon in hon¬ 
our of President Lopes 
Mateos in about 15 minutes, 
but they seemed unconcerned. 

1 rushed out of the chamber 
and made some frantic calls. 
"No se preoccupe, Senor 
Embajador", I was told. 
"Think nothing of it Senor 
Presidente, he will arrive at 
three instead of two.” As sim¬ 
ple as that. 

The Prime Minister’s 
speech lasted exactly an hour 
and 45 mmutes. He looked at 
his wristwatch with a pleased 
smile. Then Jie descended 
from the dais and we left in a 
procession of limousines to¬ 
wards the Hotel Del Prado, 

» where he was staying and 
where the banquet had been 
arranged. 

The function was an out¬ 
standing success. 

P.L. Bhandari 
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■ RIES 

March 21—April 20 

^ • Give equal Imporf- 

_ ance to work and 

play, but bettar finish your pend¬ 
ing choras. Parks and promotion 
ara on tha cards. Romance will 
be available In bits and parts. 
Your financial graph shows an 
upward trend. Unless absolutely 
essential, do not travel. Minor 
health ailments caused by over 
exertion and Indulgence are 
possible. Do not neglect your 
home even if you are a working 
woman: If necessary, delegate 
responsibility. 

~7|f] AURUS 

I April 21-May 20 
* Journey, ceremony, 

- publicity, oommunica- 

tiona and success are the main 
trends of the week. It is time to 
negotiate and settle. It is also the 
right time lor romance as your 
charm iMIl be devastating. Those 
In business, commerce, commis- 
slon and profession do 
tremendously well. You might 
suffer from some throaf prob¬ 
lems. Travel and communica¬ 
tions make an ideal team. 

^ EMiNI’ 

■ May 21—June 20 

* The trend this week is 

_ In two directions. 

home, house and family, and 
buying, sailing and a creative 
cycle. You wOl make the right 
financial moves; try to be firm 
and positive. Expect good news 
In romance. Either you visit folks 
or they descend upon you. Minor 
health problems like fwer, bolls, 
congestion and constipation are 
likely, but nothng to really bog 
you down. ' 

^ ANCER 

. Juna 21—July 20 

' Work and rewards for 

- crabs. It Is time to 

sally forth and take a lew risks If 
you want to. This week promises 
an exciting romance; the next 
week even better. Your hard 
work ensures money and 
assignmenis. The next week is ' 
Important for travel, but It could , 
ve^ well begin now. Take time ! 
off to relax. There is no serious ‘ 
health problem at present. 



■ j July 21—August 21 

Travel, trade, sales, 

- collaborations and 

deals are favourably signified. 
Those In Inqxxt-export, finance, 
sales, distribution and manage- 
merit do an excellent Job of It. In 
mrance, you will si^, dance, 
Mtand charm your wav through. 






Ceremonies, meets, confer-, 
ences and functions propel you 
Into a trip. No major health has¬ 
sles are indicated, but minor 
irritations and chronic complaints 
are possible 

IRGO 

August 22—Sept 22 

■ Funds, loans, trans- 

-actions, mortgage 

and security will keep you mighty 
busy. Romance will be bitter¬ 
sweet. but most enjoyable and 
thrilling. In health matters there 
are too many Irons In the fire for 


your comfort. Shifts and trans¬ 
fers are more than possible. 

n IBRA 

. Sepi 2S-C)cl 22 
^ There will be con- 

- siderable opposition 

to your plans, but you will hurdle 
over It, enjoy yourself, have 
sparkling company and make 
remarkable progress In your 
work. The mid-week is Ideal for 
loans, funds, new ventures and 
enterprises. The moon's 
quarter guarantees an exciting 
romance. You will travel for busi- 
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ness-cum-pleasure or others 
might drop in for the same 
reason. 

CORPIO 

Oct 23-Nov 20 
A job-hop, focus on 
work, promotion and 
perks, and relationships with 
subordinates and colleagues are 
the week's main trends. Novem¬ 
ber 1 and 7 are Ideal for visits, 
interviews and conferences, and 
that may require a trip. Immigra¬ 
tion is jwssible, if so Interested. 
Learn to relax and enjoy a bit if 
work tires you out. The homo 
calls for alterations and improve¬ 
ments. 

AGITTARIUS 

Nov 21—Doc 20 

Buying, selling. In¬ 
vesting and a 
tremendous urge to achieve will 
keep you busy. Expect some 
opposition and ill-health. Always 
give your work the first priority, 
romance can wait. See that you 
do not am out of energy and 
ideas. Work might compel you to 
travel. Changes in the home and 
oltice are predicted. 

APRiCORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 

Wine and roses, 
friendship and 
money, and travel and cere¬ 
monies constitute the week. 
Push with all you have. Those in 
publicity, sales, acting, media, 
and business make an absolute 
killing. Finance and romance 
make a lovable pair. It is time to 
move and reach out to people 
and places. 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Feb 18 

Dinners, parties, get- 
togethers, loans, 
funds, mortagage, lease and 
plenty of action are promised. 
Your passion will scream and 
have the last word. Take 
appropriate health precautions; it 
is time for a medical check-up. 
Travel Is advisable and Is vital as 
well. Expect visitors to drop In. In 
the family, there will be a meet¬ 
ing and a separation, paradox¬ 
ically enough. 

ISCES 

Fab 19—March 20 
Guard your health. 
Expect sweeter times 
in your Job and profession. Pets 
and kids take control of your Hfe. 
Romance Is favourably signified. 
Gains will accrue In December, 
so work extra hard this monta. 
No major health upsets If you 
exercise care and moderation. 
Travel la an Important taatuna. 
















PANORAMA 


U nder deserts and icecaps, below 
mountains and oceans, the endless 
quest for more oil—lifeblood of the 
industn^sed world—suddenly has taken 
on a new sense of urgency. 

Long before the latest cnsis in the 
Middle East, oil companies already had 
dispatched prospectors into some of the 
most remote regions of the globe. 

The promise of new and more secure 
sources of oil led them from the snow- 
swept desolation of Alaska's Beaufort Sen 
to the steamy rain forests of Papua New 
Guinea. 

“We’re looking for gnats where we once 
used to look for elephants," says veteran 
oil explorer Bob Laing. L^g, chief geo¬ 
physicist for Caltex Pacific Indonesia, 
echoes the words of others engaged in the 
quest. . ^ 

In the 1950s and ’60s oil companies 
were searching for bonanzas—new fields 
that contained at least a biUion barrels of 
recoverable crude oil. But the trend has 
been toward discovery of smaller fields. 
Some petroleum geologists despair of ever 
again making huge strikes such as those of 



From the desolate sea off 


Alaska to the rain forests 


of Papua New Guinea, the 


hunt for oil is now reall 





at the global scenano 


following the Gulf crisis 

past decades. 

Their pessimism emerges from current 
understanding of the geography and eco¬ 
nomics of oil exploration. 

It teaches a bitter lesson to everyone 


hoping for major new oil strikes outside 
the Middle East, a region perennially tom 
by political instability and strife—and. for 
the foreseeable future, the world’s princip¬ 
al repository for "black gold ’’ 

"Oil IS our bounty from Allah, ” the late 
King Faisal said of the Arabian Peninsula in 
1966. "Our coffers are full and we are 
thankful ” 

The most recent csUmates of world oil 
reserves, made last January by the US 
department of energy, clearly indicate that 
Faisal, who ruled Saudi Arabia from 1964 
to 1975. was wrong The coffers are not 
just full, they arc overflowing 

World crude oil reserves, deposits le- 
coverable with existing technology, total 
1,002.5 billion barrels—hes under the 
Persian Gulf trouble spots of Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait 
and Iran Most of the remaining one third 
IS spread out among the Soviet Union, 
Venezuela, Mexico and the United States. 






Experts agree that important new oil 
fields will be discovered in the future, 
bolstering world reserves But no expert 
predicts a discovery of the magnitude of 
Middle East fields 

Deposits of oil and natural gas, to be 
sure, exist under every continent and 
ocean Many remote regions of the planet 
have not been thoroughly explored 
Petroleum deposits formed from minute 
marine plants and animals that died mil¬ 
lions of years ago Their carcasses settled 
to the ocean floor and mixed with sand, 
mud, and other sediment raining down 
from above Over the eons the sediments 
thickened, producing pressure and heat 
that transformed the organic matter into 
petroleum and natural gas 
Much of the oil, which is naturally 
buoyant, seeped up onto the surface and 
was destroyed by exposure to air and 
sunlight But some became trapped under 
rocks tliat halted its ascent This oil 
accumulated in reservoirs, some of which 
remain undiscovered today 
Big new oil deposits almost certainly will 
be found in traditional oil-produnng areas, 
ivhere governments sometimes are highly 
conservative in estimating actual re 
serves 



In 1989, for instance, Saudi Arabia 
acknowledged that its actual reserves 
were 50 per cent larger than previously 
announced Likewise, experts say, there 
IS great potential for discovery of rich new 
oil fields in the Soviet Union and China 

The Soviet Union already is the world’s 
largest oil producer, pumping about 11 
million barrels a day—twice as much as 
Saudi Arabia Estimates put Soviet re 
serves at a relatively mcidest 58 billion 
barrels 

But additional reserves are beheved to 
exist in interior and continental-shelf areas 
of that vast country Fields in the Timan- 
Pechora region near the Arctic Circle, for 
example, may hold five bilhon barrels of 
oil, experts say Another region near the 
Caspian Sea may contain 20 billion to 25 
billion barrels 

Saddled with economic problems that 
have hindered development of such areas, 
the Soviets are turning to Western oil 
companies for help The Soviets recently 
signed cooperative agreements with Tex¬ 
aco, Chevron and the French oil company 


Elf Aquitaine The infusion of Western 
money and technology could result in 
significant new oil supphes m a few years 
China, which now produces 2 8 million 
barrels of oil a day—as much as Iraq— 
likewise may have huge undiscovered 
petroleum reserves But exploration by 
foreign oil companies has been limited by 
politi^ problems 

N ew oil strikes also are likely in coun¬ 
tries not usually regarded as energy 
producers A group of oil companies drill 
mg off the northwest coast of Australia, for 
mstance, recently struck a field that con- 
tams an estimated 100 million barrels of 
oil Other contmental-shelf areas in Au¬ 
stralia and New Zealand may contain simi¬ 
lar reserves 

In South Amenca, the five Andean 
nations of Colombia, Peru, Chile, Ecuador 
and Bohvia already produce a total of 
almost one million barrels of oil daily New 
exploring efforts are under way m the 
region. 

In Africa, oil companies are eiqilonng or 
preparing to explore areas of Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Kenya and Chad 
In Southeast Asia, several big Western 
oil companies are explonng or producmg 



on the Indonesia island of Sumatra, in 
Myanmar (formerly Burma) and even in 
Vietnam. 

Geologic features that hint of enormous 
reservoirs of oil—perhaps multibillion- 
barrel fields—have made the rugged high¬ 
lands of Papua New Guinea in the Pacific 
the focus of one of the most intensive 
searches. US companies such as Mobil and 
Chevron have sent exploratory teams into 
these backwaters, some of which are 
accessible only by helicopter. 

Working in such areas is a herculean 
undertaking. Local labourers must first 
hack helicopter landing sites out of the 
wilderness. The helicopters haul in per¬ 
sonnel and tons of supplies, including 
explosives to level the rugged terrain for 
drAg sites. 

Next come bulldozers—flown m piece 
by piece and assembled—to clear away 
the debris. The drilling ngs amve by the 
same route. It may take more than 100 
helicopter landings to deliver all the com¬ 
ponents of a single ng. 

The potential for discovery of major 
new oil reserves also exists in the United 
States—but at a risk that environmental¬ 
ists view as too great. 

The most promising site is the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Re¬ 
fuge, which extends for about 200 milies 
along the Beaufort Sea in northeastern 
Alaska. 

Energy Department studies indicate the 
area may contain anywhere from 600 


t _ 


million to about 9.2 billion barrels of oil. It 
thus could prove about equivalent to 
Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay fields, where pro¬ 
duction already has begun to decline. 

But concern about possible adverse 
ecological effects has led Congress and 
PVesident Bush to keep the area off-limits 
to oil exploration. 

How much more oil, recoverable with 
conventional technology, remains undisco¬ 
vered in these and other areas of the 
world? 

Nobody knows the answer. But 5(K) 
billion barrels—about twice the reserves 
of Saudi Arabia—is a frequently mentioned 
estimate. At current world petroleum 
producton levels of 61 million barrels a day 
even that woud last barely 23 years. 

There are. however, vast reserves of 
other forms of petroleum that could help 
supply an energy-hungry world well into 
the 21st century. 

Contrary to popular belief, petroleum 
occurs not just as a hquid but in solid form 
in certain rocks and sands. Known de¬ 
posits of these materials in North America 
contaui more oil than all the Persian Gulf 
countries combined. 

Trapped in rock called oil shale under¬ 
neath Colorado, Utah and Wyoming are an 
estimated 660 billion barrels of recover¬ 
able oil. Oil shale contains kerogen, a waxy 
substance that yields oil when heated. 

In the 1970s oil shale was envisioned as 
the centrepiece of an American synthetic- 
fuels industry tliat would reduce depend¬ 
ence on foreign oil. But today deposits 
remain vutually untouched. 

A single company, Unocal Corp. of Los 
Angeles, is extracting the oil. Its plant, 
located near Parachute, Colorado jiroces- 
ses only enough shale to produce about 
7, (XX) barrels of oil a day. 

Extracting oil from shale takes an enor¬ 
mous toll on the environment and gulps 
vast volumes of water. 

The oil industry’s lack of interest in 
shale is strictly economic. It costs more 
than $40 a barrel to extract oil from the 
rock. Conventional crude oil was selling 
for less than $20 a barrel before Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. The shale plant thus 
relies on a federal subsidy. 

Low prices for conventional oil also have 
hampered development of oil from pet¬ 
roleum-soaked "tar sands.” 

The world’s biggest expanses of tar 
sands stretch along the Athabasca River in 
Alberta, Canada. ’The deposits contain at 
least 300 billion barrels of oil that could be 
recovered by mining and heating the sand. 

Several US and Canadian companies are 
producing about 60,000 barrels of oil a day 
from the Athabasca sands. Low world oil 
prices have hindered their full exploitation. 
The extraction process is economically 
competitive only when world oil prices are 
more than about $25 a barrel. 

(National Geographic New Service) 
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W hile the ofigm of Job Charnock’s 
Calcutta, 300 yem ago, ia beyond 
doubt, the founding of Cutta^ is 
fraught with uncertainty and an indubitable 
distortion of histcx^. The question that 
should confound anyone with a sense of 
history is simple: Is it historical to turn a 
Nelson’s eye to the recent researches, 
which with unimprachable evidence traces 
Cuttack’s foundation to the 12th century 
instead of 989 AD. Unfrutunately, the a- 
t/s claim to millennium status has been 
based with cunning dehberateness on an 
obsolete document called the Xhdalapaiyi, 
the tenqile chronicle of Jagannath Tempte. 

The recent TV documentary on Cut¬ 
tack city’s millennium celebration was to 
say the least, a sentimental run-through of 
Its "history," sadly bereft of that historical 
legitimacy which ought to have been made 
the basis fur deciding upon its origin The 
historian with remailuble msouciance at 
histoncal documents, trotted out the two 
reasons why the foundmg of Cuttack can 
be traced back to 989 AD. the Madblapan/i 
speaks about its founomg by one R^a 
Nrupa Kesan m that year, and second, 
because of its location between the two 
nvers, Mahanadi and Kath)on, the ne¬ 
cessity of constructing the embankments 
on the two nvers by one Raja Markatke- 
san, Nrupa Kesan’s successor. 

1'he logic IS flawed because it is invalid. 
No historian true to his profession today 
accepts MadaJapanji's averments without 
a pinch of salt 'ITie distortions of histoncal 
details as enumerated by the Madalapaiyi 
are legion. There are lapses in chronology, 
the rulers whose names and numbers are 
often confused, and the contents about 
them which appear a later addition. This is 
largely due to the fact that the paqji, 
contr^ to Its pretension and popular 
belief, IS not a runrung document main¬ 
tained over a period, wntten piecemeal, 
with chapter upon chapter added with the 
passuig of tune Of late, it has been 
established by historians without a shadow 
of doubt that the jug^ery of histoncal facts 
embodied ui it is the result of it bemg 
wntten sometune ui the 16th century AD 
as a one tune work llus is apparent not 
only from the language of the panji which is 
the usage of the 16th century but from the 
phantasm mdulged m it about certaui kmgs 
which at once are at variance with history 
reconstructed from epigraphit records. 

Unfortunatelji the mitial reconstruction 
of medieval Onssan history by Bntish 
historians like Stirluig and Ifunter drew 
heavily from Madalapaiut. But to be fair to 
them, their stucbes conducted as it were in 
the 19th century had literally no other 
sources to draw upon, and they made use 
of the panji though with senous misgivings 
about Its authentiaty. With the benefit of 
hindsight It can perhaps be said that the 
19th century historiography would have 


enduaed this Usto^ writing. 

Not so, certainly in the late 20th. For to 
sudi study has been tnrought a plethora of 
epigraphic findings which has with un- 
dwbt^ certitude upset the 19th century 
historical applecart 'This has not only 
corrected the chronolo^ which on the 
basis of the Madalapaigi was found to be 
awry, but leavened up the details of 
history of the medieval period. R.D. 
Banerjee’s History of Onssa represents 
the ^t attempt at history wntuig on 
scientific lines. This prompted Hare I^h- 
na Mahatab to rescud his.earber views. 

The emendments to chronology and 
facts were many and varied; a sunplistic 
modification could be ated here. Whereas 
the Madalaparyi had listed 23 Canga kmgs 
who ruled Onssa between the 11th and 
15th century, copper plate mscripbons 
pointed to a mere 15. Apart from restruc¬ 
turing the chronology, it led to an inevit¬ 
able straightening of frets and details. 
These disravenes based on modem re¬ 
searches, made Madalapanyts content, 
chronology and veracity all tte more sus¬ 
pect in the eyes of the genuine lustonan. 

This background information on Madala- 
paryi and history wntmg is relevant as the 
attempt to confer millenmum status on 
Cuttack IS hooked to this document. The 
British historian Stirlmg m his article 
Onssa. Chronology and History published 
m 1822 credited one Raja Nrupa Kesan of 
the Kesan dynasty as the founder of a city 
on the site of the modem ciiy of Cuttack, 
about 989 AD 

Recent studies have shown the spe¬ 
ciousness of this claim Far from Cuttack 
bemg established as a capital-city by Nrupa 
Kesan, it is doubtful if any ruler by that 
name ever ruled Onssa. circa 989 AD. 
History reconstmeted from recent find- 
mgs suggests one Dharmaratha who ruled 
between 980 to 1005 AD. Even details 
about this ruler are still not available. This 
IS a penod of Onssan history which is still 
shrouded m mystery. 

The veil of uncertamty however is lifted 
from the penod when the Gangas held 
sway Anantavarman Chodaganga, a scon 
of the Eastern Ganga dynasty was m- 
strumental m the conquest of the whole of 
Onssa and founded the Ganga dynasty 
which ruled m an unbroken ch^ of 
succession till 1435 AD He ruled from 
1078 to 1150 AD and his dynasty is 
credited with some of the brilliant 
architectural remams of today; Konark’s 
Sun Temple, Pun’s Jagannath Temple, and 
many others 

Modem historians, namely K.C. Panig- 
rahi and N.K. Sahu have wntten about 
Anantavarman Chodaganga shifting his 
ancestral capital from Kalmganagara, iden¬ 
tified mth modem Mukkalmgani,to Kataka 
which was more centrally located m his 
vast empire. This happeiied around 1135 
AD. Doubtless Chodaganga built numer¬ 


ous forts m and around his capital-city, at 
Jaipur, Amaravati, Choudwar, Cuttack md 
Sarangagarh. But in view the fret that 
etymolciically kataka refers to a canton- 
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ment and a dty and aince it was was kataka, it is doubtiiil if Chodaganga’s 

BiiffiYxt to aH p^s boasting of a fort then capital refers to the present Cuttack city, 

as evidenced m Choudwar kataka, ^an* It is more likely that Chodaganga’s 

^igarh-kataka, Varanasi-kataka, Barabati- capital Kataka refers to Sarangagarh (near 



modem day Baranga) on the river Kath- 
joti, not far firom present day Cuttack. It 
was perhaps Anangabhitna III. the sixth 
ruler of the Gangs dynasty who con¬ 
structed the fort at Barabati and founded 
his capital at modem Cuttack. Anangabhi- 
ma III ruled from 1211 to 1238 AD and 
Cuttack was obviously founded sometime 
during this period. The Nagari Plate of 
Anangabhima III refers to the erection of a 
massive Jagannath Temple within the fort 
at Abhinava Varanasi kataka in the Saka 
era 1152, which corresponds to 1230 AD. 
Since the king considered himself a devout 
servant of Lord jagannath, it is plausible 
that he would have ordered construction of 
the temple immediately after shifting his 
capital to the new site. Unfortunately this 
temple at Cuttack has not come down to 
us; it was most likely demolished by Firuz 
Tughluq during his invasion of Orissa. 

In view of the foregoing it maybe seen 
that the modem city of Cuttack was 
established as a capital-city by Ahangabhi- 
ma III in the first half of the 13th century. 
It would be hazardous of us to exactly spell 
out the year when Cuttack was founded as 
the capital-city; with the excavation of the 
mound at the Barabati fort—the work 
undertaken by the Archaelogical Survey of 
India—perhaps some tell-tale details of 
history would be available which might 
lead to chronobgical accuracies and nice¬ 
ties. 

in the eyes of the namby pamby, it may 
perhaps appear blasphemous for one bom 
and educated in Cuttack and who taught 
History at Cuttack's Ravenshaw College 
to question the very historical basis of its 
founding as a capital-city. Traducers would 
be apt to berate this point of view as 
unbecoming and an indulgence in the old 
game of nitpicking; a spoilsport in this hour 
of millennium celebration. A niggling ques¬ 
tion of conscience thou^ prompts one to 
voice one’s reservation at such cavalier 
treatment of history. Twisting historical 
facts in the face of evidence to the 
contrary is reprehensible to say the least, 
and to base one’s chronology on an ante- 
dOuvian document like Madalapaiyi reeks 
of an obsolete outlook on the one hand, 
and a wilful winking at history and recent 
research on the (Aier. 

History should not be made a handmaid 
(d sentimentalists, propagandists and 
administrators. Nor should it be trUled 
with to pamper the uncertain ego of those 
who relish to vicariously ride high as ques¬ 
tionable jockeys. Tinkering with his¬ 
tory has Its own inherent hazards. And 
whm such “misadventure” has apparent 
design to steal the thunder of such parallel 
celebrations of other cities notably Calcut¬ 
ta, the objective can be only sinister and 
mischievous. While opinions are free, 
facts should be sacr^ for all intents and 
purposes, as the liberal cliche would have 
us believe. ■ 
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Moon Moon Sen end Raajit Mullick in CbeJavate 

• Jamai Raja: Paradise (Ben 
tintk Street 285442) Gem 
(Acharya Jai^dish Chandra Bose 
Road 244828) Grace (Mahatma 
(landhi Road 391090) Ja);at 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road 


All Intonnatfon gl¥tn 
onthts§pag§slt 
accunt§atth»tlm§ol 
going to grass. 


)65U)8) Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhadun Street, 552270) 
Indira (Indra Roy Road, 471757), 
Menoka (Sarat Chatteoee Avenue, 
410417), Malantha (Regent Park) 
Ragini (Beliaghata Mam Road 
36t2b4) 

Uuected by A Kodandarami 
Reddy and with music by Laxnu 
kant Pyarelal the film stars Anil 
Kapoor Madhuri Uixit, Hema 
Malmi and Shakti Kapoor 

• Maalamaal: Majestic (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 242266), 
Krishna (T C Dutta Street, 
250437) 

Directed by Kewal Sharma and 
with music by Annu Malik, the 
chief attractions of this film are 
Naseeruddui Shah, Aditya Pancho 
li, Mandekmi, Poonam Dhillon and 
Amjad Khan 

• Pratibandh: Metro (Chowr 
mghee Road 280141)—3 shows 

A film by Ravi Raja stamng 
Chiranjeevi and Juhi Chawla The 
music IS by laxmikant Pyaielal 

• Shesh Naag: Elite (S N 
Banerjee Road 241383) -4 
shows 

Duected by K R Reddy and 
with music by Laxmikant Pyaielal 
the mam cast includes Rckha 
Jeetendra Rishi Kapoor Mandaki 
ni Madhavi and Danny 


Bengali Films 


• Aasrita: Rupbam (Bidhan Sara 
ra 5^13) Aruna (Mahatma Gan 


Anil Kapoor and Madhuri Dixit in Jamal Raja 


dhi Road, 359561) Bharati (S P 
Mukheijee Road, 474686)—1, 4, 
7 

Mithu Mukheijee, Kanwaljeet, 
Manoj, Shashi Pun, Prema 
Narayan and Manjula comprise the 
mam cast of this film, durected by 
Chandra Barot The music is by 
Hndaynath Mangeshkar 

• Balidaan: Uttara (Bidhan Sara 
ni, 552200)—3, 6, 9, Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
350680)—2 30 5 30 8 30, Ujjala 
(Russa Road, 478666)—3, 6, 9 

Amt Ganguly’s maiden Bengali 
directorial venture, starring 
Raakhee, Subhendu Chatteijee, 
Numil Kumar Papiya Adhikan, 
Nayana Das, Shakuntala Barua, 
Biplab Chatterjee Abhishek Chat 
tecjee debutante Rupali and Tajias 
Paul The music is by Bappi Lahin 

• Chakranta: Darpana (Bidhan 
Sarani 558080)—2 5, 7 45 

Ranit Mullick and Mcxm Moon 
Sen are the lead pair Others 
CO stamng are Rajeshwan Roy 
Choudhury Biplab Chatterjee, 
Ruma Guhathakurta Rabi Ghosh, 
Sumanta Mukherjee, Amnk Smgh 
Arora and Abhijit The film is 
directed by Amal Sur and the 
music is by Shantimoy Mukherjee 

• Debata; Minar (Bidhan Sarani, 
552753) Bijob (S P Mukherjee 
Road 473462) Chhabighar 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
352740) 2 45 5 30, 8 15 

Victor Banerjee Debashree 


REQULAR SHOWS 


Hindi Films 


• AashiquI: Unent (Bentinck 
Street, 281917>-12, 3, 6, 9 

Mahesh Bhatt's tribute to young 
love, stamng debutants Anu Agar- 
wal and Rahul Roy The music is 
by Nadeem Shravan 

• Agneekaal: Opera (Lenin 
Sarani, 281849), Crown (Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai Road, 244822), 
Basusree (S P Mukherjee Road, 
484808), Moonlight (PC Dutta 
Street, 254956), Bina (Bidhan 
Sarara, 311522) 

A tale of mass revolt, starring 
Jeetendra, Kaj Babbar Madhun 
Dmt, Sonu Waba and Sadashiv 
Amrapurkar 

• College Girl (A): Lotus (S N 
Banerjee Road, 242664)- 4 
shows 

Duected by Surendra Gupta, 
the cast mcludes Virendra Singh, 
Amita Nangiya, Pankaj Berry 
Sudlur Pandey Ajit Bhaswani and 
Tiku Tuisiania 

• Dll: Metro (Chownnghee Road 
280141) noon 

One of the recent big hits 
stamng Aamii Khan and Madhun 
Ducit llie film is directed by Indra 
Kumar and the music is by Anand 
Mibnd 
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Sreela Majumder and Master RIntu in Moamavuree 


Roy, Dilip Roy Anup Kumar Kah 
Banencr Indrani Haider Arjun 
Chakraburt) and Ranjit Mullick 
con^x ise the mam last 1 he film is. 
directed by Abhjit Sen and the 
music IS by R D Buniian 
• Monmayuree Snt (Bidhan 
Saiani SSISIS) J b 8 45 
Prachi (Acharya Jagadish Chandra 
Bose Road 27m/) ^ 5 7 45 
Mousimnii C haitt rjee I apas 
Paul Deipankai I)e Sreela Ma 
jumdei Subhendu C h itti nei I ilv 
Chakiabort\ Sunil Mukhuiie and 
Master Rintu ire thi ihiif attrai 
tions of this film directed by 
Biresh Chatti oei 


Special Kvcnt.s 


28 October-3 November 3 
pm to 8 pm 

Numial C handra Roy will hold his 


paintmgs exhibition in the West 
Gallery 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road 284302) 


29 October 6 30 pm 

West Bengal Natya Academy 
piesents Gmsh Chandra Ghoshs 
play Balichan 


At Rabindra Sadan (Cathedra 
Road 289978) 

31 October 6.30 pm 
Sarathi presents Biiaha Mdtnei 
Oaan — a programme of Tagore 
songs by Shantidec (,ho8h and 
Suchitra Mitrn 

At Mah^ali Sidan (Chittaranjar 
Avenue t«8<*)<)) 

2 November 6 30 pm 
Padatik Reiieitoiv ptisents th« 
Hindi play B i.iri'ih H i/> a trans' 
lation of Richard Nashs 7fit Bait 
Maker Oirciled by Rodney Mar 
nott and designed by Chnstophei 
Barrcca the i ast includes Rajarair 
Yagnik SKikil Khan B M Hada, 
Sanchayita Bhatiacharva Vinay 
Sharma Mahmud Ahm and Arur 
Sharma 

At Aiadeinv of hint Arts 
(Cathi*dral Ro id 284 102) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and dapaitura tlmas ara for Caleutta. FIguraa In brackats 
danotatha days, 1 baing Monday. 


Printsd hsrs la tha rsgular Indian Alrlinaa aehaduia. 
Thia la, howavar, aublaat to ehanga. Paaaangara ara 
adviaad to kaap traek of announeamanta mada by 
Indian Airfinaa In tha praaa. For aaalatanoo, thay 
may contact 202846, 202080, 200800, 202417, 
009433, 000841/2/3/4AI and 009033. 


International 


London-Caloutta-Dolhl Arr (1) 
AI-132/AI-1320 at 1300 
Caleutta-Bombay-London-Naw 
Yocfc: Dep (2) AI-101 at 0240 
Caleutta-Bombay-Dubal Dep 
ffi) AI-101/AI-743 at 0240 
Bombay-Caleutta-Bangkok* 
Tokyo: Arr (5) AI-306 at 1830, 
Dep (5) Ai-306 at 1930 
TokyO'Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (S) AI-300 at 1825, 
Oep (6) AI-309 at 1835 
Caloulta-Bombay-London-Naw 
York: Dep (6) AI-300/AI-1101 at 
1035 

Calcutta-Dolhl-Parla-London. 
Dap (7) AI-1SS1/AI-135 at 0500 
Caleutla-Delhl-Rome-Fraitkfurt: 
Dap (7) AI-16S1/AI-16S at 0500 
New York-Lendon-Oalhl- 
Catcutta: Air (7) AI-112/AI-1122 
at 0340 

Frankfurt-Roma-Oalhl-Caloutta. 
Arr (1) AI-162/AI-1320 at 1300 
Moaoow-Oubal-Calcijtta-Arr (4) 
8U-537 at 1525 

Caleutta-OubaPMoacoMr. Dap 
(4) SU-53B at 1725 
Amman-Calcutta: Ait (1 4) RJ- 
184 at 0730 

Calaiitta-Amman (via Bangkok): 
Dap (1. 4) RJ-181 at 0830 
Caloutta-SIngapora Dep (2) 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep (5) 
SQ420 at 1315 
SingapOfO-Caleutta Arr (2) 
80418 at 1020 and Arr (5) SO 
420 at 1215 

Calaulta-Bangkok: Dap (2,4, 7) 

10231 at 1050, Dap (1, 3, 8) 
TQ-314 at 1355, Arr (2, 4, 7) 

10232 at 1840, Arr (1, 3, 6) 
TQ-313 at 1240 

DalM-CalciittaOhaka: Arr (8) 
10843 at 0755, Dap (8) 10443 at 
0655 

OiMka-CalcuIbNDolM: Arr (8) 
I0844at 1115, Dap (8) 10844 at 
1215 

CatoHtta-Kathmandu: Dap (2, 4, 


6, 7) 10247 at 1800, Dap (1.5) 
RA-214 at 1530, Arr (2. 4, 8, 7) 
IC-248 at 1915, Arr (1, 5) RA-213 
at 1430 

CaloiittoOtiaka: Dep (1, 7) lO 

223 at 1340, Dap (2, 4. 8) 10223 
at 1840, Dap (2, 3, 5, 8) BQ-092 
at 1050, Dap M) BQ-092 at 1130, 
Dap (2,3, 8) BQ-094 at 1820 and 
80-096 at 1940 Oep (5) BQ-098 
at 1820 

Dhaka-Catoulla- Arr (1, 7) lO 

224 at 1540, Arr (2.4.0) 10224 at 
1840, Arr (2.3.4,5.8) BQ-091 at 
1010, Arr (2, 3, 6) 80-093 at 
1540. and BO-095 at 1910, Arr (5) 
80-097 at 1740 

Calciitta-Chittagong. Dap (8) 
10225 at 1330, Dap (2. 5) BQ- 
698 at 1415 

ChlttagongCaletitta Arr (6) lO 
226 at 1^, Arr (2, 5) 80-897 at 
1330 

Calcutta-Paro; Dap (2) KB-106 
at 0900, Arr (2) 1^105 at 0800 


Domestic 


Catoulta-OolM: Dap (7) AI-1061 
at 0500 

Dathl-Caleutla: Arr (1) Al-1320at 
1300, Arr (7) AM 122 at 0340 
Cateutla-Bombay: Dap (2) AI- 
101 at 0240, Dap (6) AI-309 at 
1936 

Bombay-Caleutta: Arr (5) AI-306 
at 1815 

fndtan Ab’Omt mmmm 

CalcvtiaOalhi; Dap (daily) lO 
263 at 0830 and IC^ at 1700, 
Arr (daHy) 10401 at 1135 and 
10264 at 2225 

Caleutla-Bombay: Dap (dally) 
10273 at 1955 and 10176 at 0655, 
Arr (dally) 10274 at 1656 and 
10176 at 0755 

Calctma Madraa: Dap (dalN) lO 
268 at 1700, Arr (dal^) lO^ at 
2160. 

Ca l ei m a BangalO f a; Dap, (2.3,4, 


5, 8, 7) 10271 at 1500, Arr (2. 3, 
4. 5. 8. 7) 10272 at 2025 
Calcutta-VIzag-Madraa: Dap (1, 
2, 4, 8) I05« at 0730, Arr (1) 
10641 at 0945 and Arr (2. 4, 6) 
10641 at 1310 

Calcutta-Ouwahatl. Dap (daHy) 
10229 at 1250, Arr (dally) 10230 
at 1550 

Caleutta-OIbnigarb: Dap (1,2,3, 

4, 5, 6) 10201 at 1130, Arr (1, 3. 

5, 6) 10202 at 1245, Arr (2, 4) 
10202 at 1500 

Calcutta*Taapur-Jorhat- 
Ckiwaball-Caleiitta. Dap (3 5.71 
10213 at 1030, Arr (3. 6, 7) 
10213 at 1540 

Caleutta-Ouwahatl'Olmapur. 
Dap (1 3. 5, 8) 10219 at 1120, 
Arr (1. 3, 6, 6) 10220 at 1600 
Catcutta-Bagdogra Dap (dally) 
102211 at 1100 Arr (dally) lO 
222 at 1320 

Caleutta-AgarMa- Dap (daily) 
10241 at 0700, Dep (2 4) 10243 
at 1400, Oep (3,6.6. 7) 10243 at 
0800, (1) 10243 at 1400, Arr 

(dally) 1(5-242 at 0900 Arr (2, 4) 
10244 at 1600, Arr (3, 6, 6. 7) 
10244 at 1020. Arr (1) 10244 at 
1600 

Caleutta-Sllchar>lmphal: Dap 
(dally) 10255 at 0600 Arr (dally) 
10258 at 1030 

Calciitta>Bftubanaawar>Nagpur- 
Hyderabad: Dap (3 5, 6) 10269 
at 1710, Arr (3, 5 6) iC-270 at 
2040 

(Meutta-Hydarabad: Dap (1. 2, 
7) 10277 at 1746, Arr (1, 2. 7) 
10278 at 2215 

Caleulta-Port Blair: Dap (2, 4) 
10286 at 0546, Arr (2. 4) tC-288 
at 1015 


Calcutta-Port Blalr-Car NIoobar: 



Caleulla-Ranohl'Patna- 
Uioknow-Oaihl-Dap (1 3,4,5.8, 

7) 10410 at 0830, Arr (1,3,4, 5, 
8. 7) 10409 at 1510 

VmyuSooi mmmmmmm 

Caleutta* Agartala-lmpbal. Dap 

(1.3.5) PF-727al0530 Arr (1,3, 

5) PF-728 at 1120 
Catcutta-Agartala-Sllctw: Dap 
(7) PF-729A at 0550 Arr (7) 
PF-730A at 1050 
Caleutta*8hlllong-Ouwahatl- 
Caleutta. Dap (i 3 5 7) PF-701 
at 1140, Arr (1 3 5 7) PF-702at 
1815 

Caleutta*Agartala*Kamalpur* 
Kallaahahar-Agartala-Caleutta; 
D^ (2.4.6) PF-729at0550 Arr 
(2, 4 6) PF-730 at 1040 
Caleutta-8llchar*Shllleng* 
Ouiwahatl-SiletMr*Calcutta Dap 

(2.4.6) PF-701 at 1100 Arr (2.4, 

6) PF-702 at 1716 
Calcutta-Rourkala. Dap (1,3, 5) 
PF-715 at 0600 Arr (1 3. 5) 
PF-7ie at 0855 

Caleutta*Ouwahatl*Jorhat' 
Ulaban-Dibrug«rti*Tozu. D^ (2, 

8) PF-709 at 0615 Arr (2. 8) 
PF-710 at 1840 

Caleutta-Ouwahatl'Olmapur* 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-Olbrugarh; Dap 
(4) PF-709 at 0815, Arr (4) PF- 
710 at 1750 

Caleutta-Ouwahatl-OtmMur* 
Jerhat-Ulabarl-Olbrugani-Taau: 
Dap (7) PF-709 at 0800, Arr (7) 
PF.710 at 1706 

Caleutta-Alaawl-Sllehar- 
OuwahaM; Dw (1. 3. 5. 7) PF- 
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706 tA 0015, Arr (1, 3. S. 7) 
PF-706 at 1620 

Caiculla-Agartala: Oap ( 1 , 3, 5) 
PF-720A ItfliaO, Arr (1. 3, 6) 
PF-730A at 1410 


Calcutta''Alaawl'Aoartala- 
Caloutta; Dap (2. 4. 6) PF-TDO at 
0910 and PF-726B at 1310, Arr (2, 
4,6) PF-706 at 1255 and PF-730B 
at 1655 


Caloutta-Jamahadpur-Ranehl- 
Patna: Dap (1. 3. 5) PF-72S at 
0660, Arr (1. 3. 5) PF-726 at 
1115 

Caloutta-Jamahadpur: Dap (2,4, 


6) PF- 717 at 0550; Arr (2, 4. 6) 
PF-718 at 0745 

Caloutta-Cooch Miar; Dap (2 
4, 6, 7) PF-707 at 0600, Arr (2,4 
6, 7) PF-706 at 0655 


Daparlura 


2311 19-00 

3005 19-20 

3003 20-00 

2381 9-15 


2303 9-15 


2301 16-00 


EASTERN RAILWAY 
Howrah 1 

Dalhl-Kalka Mall 
Amrllaar Mall 

Bombay Mail via Allahabad i 

Alr-Cond (Naw OalhI) Ex- 1 

praaa via Qaya-Varanaal 
Dap—Tues Tburs 5 Sal 
Arr—Wed Fri & Sun 
Alr-Cond (Naw Dalhl) Ex- 1 

praaa via Patna 
Dep—Mon Wed Fn 5 Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 
RaJdhanI Expraaa 5 days a 1 

week 

Dep—Mon Tues Thurs Fri & 

Sun 

Arr—Tues Wad Thurs Sat & 

Sun 

Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex- 1 

press TrI-Wkly 
Dep—Tues Fri & Sat 
Arr—Tues Wed 5 Sat 
Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 
prsas 

Dep—Mon & Thurs 
Arr—Thurs & Mon 
Doon Express via Grand 
Chord 

Udayan Abha Toofan Ex- ii 

press via Mam Line 
Amritsar Express 1! 

Delhi Express via Mam Line i 

Delhi Janata Express via 
Mam Line 

Lucknow Express 1 

Mtthlla Express 

Kanchen|ungs Exprsss 2I 

Kamrup (Ouwahatl) Express i 

Black Diamond Express 2 

Coalfield Express II 

Aaansol Express i 

Danapur Express i 

North Bihar Express 1 

Dep—Wednesday 
Arr—Friday 

Jamalpur Tri-wkly Express i 

Dep—Tues Thurs & Sat 
Arr—Mon Thurs & Sat 
Santiniketan Express t; 

Chambal (Gwalior) Tri¬ 
weekly Supsirtast Express 
Dep—Thors Sat & Sun 
Arr—Tues Wed 4 Thurs 
Shtpra (Irrdore) Express 1 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 
Arr—Sat 4 Sun 

ShaktIpunJ (Chopan) Ex- 7 

preas 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fri 
Gorakhpur Expreas 1C 

Dep 4 Arr—Sunday 


SoalOah 

Darlaeling Mall 
Gour E»resa 
Jammu-Tawl Express 
Mughal Saral Exprsss via 
SBQ Loop 

Bhaglrathl (Lalgola) Express 
Chhapra Express Trl w eekly 
Dep 4 Arr—Wed Fri 4 Sun 


8-05 

3006 

13-15 

3004 

18-00 

2382 

16-00 

2304 

11-30 

2302 

11-10 

2374 

4 IS 

2546 

7-20 

3010 

18 15 

3008 

15 45 

3050 

6 10 

3012 

5 30 

3040 

11 55 

3020 

500 

3022 

20 50 

2558 

6-30 

5660 

21-25 

3318 

10 30 

3030 

8-45 

3036 

6-35 

3032 

11-10 

3026 

6 00 

3072 

15 40 

3016 

7-30 

2160 

730 

1172 

7 30 

3328 

10-40 

5050 

8-45 

3144 

6-15 

3154 

16-30 

3152 

12-50 

3134 

10-25 

3104 

4-30 

5186 


Departure SOUTH-EASTERN 
RAILWAY 

Ip Time Howrah 

003 20-45 Madras Mali 

002 20-00 Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

S60 13-10 GHanJall (Bombay) luipress 

034 21-00 Ahmedabad Express 

030 12-05 Bombay Express via Nagpur 

341 14-45 Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 

press 

511 22-35 Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 
Arr—Sun 

313 17-30 Tata Steel Express 

311 6-10 Ispat Express 

305 21-40 Sambalpur Express 

315 21-15 Ranchi Hatia Express 

307 22-15 Purl Express Via Cuttack 

109 19-20 Jagannath (Puri) Exprsss Via 

Narai 

321 5-55 Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 

press 

379 23-15 TIrupetl Express 

345 11 -30 East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 

press 

317 16 45 Purulla Express 

Dep—Except Saturday 
Arr—Except Sunday 

;02 22 35 Guwahatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 

drum Central Express 

Monday only 

- 14 10 Trivandrum Central - Howrah 

- Guwahatl Express 

Saturday only 

- 14-10 Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 

Guwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhapatnam 4 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

>50 22 35 Guwahatl-Coichln Harbour 

Terminus Weekly Express 
(via Howrah 4 Visakhapatnam) 
Saturday only 

152 22-35 Cochin Harbour Terminus 

Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 4 Madras) 

Dep—Fri 4 Sun 
Arr—Tues 4 Fri 

i74 22 35 Guwahatl-Bangalors City 

Weekly Express (via Howrah 
4 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

1410 Bangalore CIty-Guwahatl 

Weekly Express (via Howrah 
4 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

10 22-35 Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 

minus Weekly Express (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

14-10 Cochin Harbour Termlnus- 

Patna Waekiy Expraaa (via 

Howrah) 

Wsdneaday only 


ENQUIRIES. For round the clock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, please dial 203545-54 for In-coming trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information, For Information about reservations on 
Eastern and South Eastern Rallwaya trains, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 0 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gaxatlsd holidays). 


Time 

On 

6 45 

6004 

7>g5 

8001 

14-30 

2859 

4-30 

8033 

15-15 

8029 

11-30 

2642 

13-45 

2612 

10-20 

8014 

21-45 

8012 

6-55 

8006 

6-05 

8016 

5-30 

6008 

7 45 

8410 

21-20 

2822 

4-15 

8080 

14 45 

8046 

11 20 

8018 

22 IS 

— 

13-45 

2601 

13 45 

2649 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2651 

22-15 

— 

13-45 

2673 

22-15 
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Kaufman 


FIND TWINSI Two of this group of nine smiling frogs look 
enough alike to be twins Point these two out, It you can 


e HEADS UP' Beware of me behead' Don t look 
listen instead' Behead again to lind what Noah left 
behind Find three words lo r omply 

1 Jti||M,|y| pqpiHPi 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


, CO I N 


3_ 


ADD A LETTER STEP WORDSI 

Beginning with the word COIN add 
one letter In each step and rear 
range letters as necessary to form 
new words in accordance with the 
following definitions 

1 Itsm of change (already in 
place) 

2 Energy or appetite bracer 

3 Public sign 

4 Took note of public sign 
above 

5 Tenet or tenets ot belief 

6 East or west, for instance 

Remember one letter is added 
to each word 


i»pjO U 

uopejp aujpop pe^iuu 3 uoi u 03 


e PICK-ME-UPI A batch of 
toothpicka—24 to be ex- I 
act—are required for this 
exercise Place toothpicks 
In the configuration below, 
to form squares (14 In all, 
of assorted sizes) 

Now, see if you can re¬ 
move SIX of the toothpicks 
and have |ust three com¬ 
plete squares remain 
How can this be done? 


FUNSPOT 


EYE SITEI Hey here s looking at you — visitors totem and nosy 
bighorn sheep Add colors 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—Lt 
brown S—Flesh tones 6—LI green 7—Dk brown 8—Ok green 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters >n the word below to form 
two complete words 

OUTBOARD 


CAN YOU TRUST VOUR EYES’ There are at least six differ 
ences in drawing details between 'op and bottom panets How 
quickly can you lind them’ Check answers with those below 

buissiuj SI sdoi Mxiouy 3 Suissiui si jsquinu ivog $ 'Slieius 
SI leiioo r pannuj si laij £ lauoqs si axasi j Z istiauis si msij i sasuaiaiiia 


THEN score } points each for all 
words of tour letters or mere 
found among the letters 

Try te scare at least M peinfs 

inoq psou uiaiOvus aiqissoa 























QUIZ □ Nell O'Brien 


■■The Battle of Britain 
I celebrated 50 years 
this year Please write about 
It.” says B R Rao, Calcutta 

The Battle of Britain, 
fought out between the air 
forces of Britain and Ger 
many, was one of the deci 
sive battles of the Second 
World War It lasted from 
July 10 to September 27 
1940 

The German air force, or 
Luftwaffe, made a series of 
small-scale air attacks on 
Britain during June 1940, af¬ 
ter the fall of France but on 
July 10 they increased the 
offensive, sending over 64 
aircraft (Messerschmitt 
109s and Dormers) in two 
formations, apparently with 
the object of attacking ship¬ 
ping off Dover The British 
fighters. Supermarine Spit¬ 
fires and Hawker Hurri¬ 
canes, which engaged them, 
bore the brunt of the entire 
battle This engagement was 
followed by other encoun¬ 
ters, mostly near Channel 
ports, during which Dover 
Itself and many merchant 
ships and small naval ves¬ 
sels off the Channel coast 
were damaged 

The next phase of the bat¬ 
tle was a long, sustained 
effort by the Luftwaffe to 
cripple Fighter Command 
On August 15 the British 
fighters flew 974 sorties and 
fought five major actions dur¬ 
ing the day The Germans 
then switched their attack to 
London with a night bombing 
raid, followed by intensive 
attacks on Thames estuary 
airfields The blitzkrieg prop¬ 
er (German for 'lightning 
war') began on September 7, 
when the Germans suc¬ 
ceeded in reaching the 
Thames-side docks and 
starting fires On that day 
about 400 German aircraft 
were used, and the RAF and 
anti-aircraft artillery des¬ 
troyed or disabled 53 of 
them Low clouds and inter¬ 
mittent ram interrupted the 
operations, although the civi¬ 
lian population was kept on 
the alert by a series of small 
raids under cover of cloud 
On September 15 the cli¬ 
max of the battle was 


PRC ”1 fff/rOueef/on; What Is the‘Mango Cen- 
sus’? (Indrajit Ghosh, do. L.I.C. of India, 
RaghunathganJ Branch, P.O. Raghu- 
ySMM nathganj, Dlst. Murshidabad, PIN 742 
225). 

-— Ans: At SImlipai National Park, Orissa, 

the counting of elephants is performed when the 
animals gather In a lonely part of the forest for 
consuming mangoes in April. 


reached After some pre¬ 
liminary patrols the Germans 
launched two major 
attacks—against London 
and against dockyard in¬ 
stallations and other targets 
in the area of Southampton 
and Portland The battle, 
which spread over the grea¬ 
ter part of southern England, 
continued through the morn¬ 
ing and afternoon against a 
bright lightly clouded sky At 
the time the Royal Air Force 
claimed to have destroyed 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who Is the 431 St and 
last victim of Sir Richard 
Hadlee? (Rachana Gam* 
bhir, Calcutta 9) 

2. What Is the 'blackboard 
jungle’? (TanmoyDutta, ' 
Calcutta 6 ) 

3. Who played the role of 
Ghatotkach, son of Bhim 
and Hidimba, in the TV 
serial Mahabharaff (Manoj 
Kumar Singh, Hazadbagh) 

4. Nadia Comaneci was 
the first gymnast to score a 
perfect 10 intheOlympics. 
Who was the first to do so 
atanAsiad7(Mohan 
Kumar Agarwal, Bargarh 
28) 

8. What was a griffin? 
(I^dip Kumar Das, Cal¬ 
cutta-65} ' 

64 What Is meant by auld- 
farrant? (Sheikh Abdur 
Rab, BmwanSI) 

7. Whidi soccer star said, 
“A penatty Is a cowardly 
way to score”? (P. Suren- 
dra, Nawadah 10) 

8. What is a loss leader in 
business? (Othello 
Mazoomdaar, Boral) 

9 . Of the Nazi war crimin¬ 
als still believed to be at 
large, Martin Boimann Is 


185 of the total enemy force 
of over 900 aircraft , though 
in fact enemy losses, includ¬ 
ing those shot down by anti¬ 
aircraft guns, amounted only 
to 56 The Royal Air Force 
lost only 27 aircraft in the 
entire day’s fighting It was 
thought in England at the 
time that, had these attacks 
succeeded, an invasion by 
sea would have been 
attempted The battle ended 
on September 27 when 850 
German aircraft attacked in 


number one on the wanted 
list. Who is number two ? 
(J. Om Prakesh Rao, Jhar- 
suguda 2) 

10. Italy was invaded by an 
army of "Scippatorl” during 
the recent World Cup. Who 
were they? (Gaurab Bhat- 
tachaijee. Kharagpur 2) 


ANSWERS 


'S)e)pod 
•)Pld|o4uiieuv’Qi 
Odetses io 
je|UO'J9HnwM0MU|BH*8 
'seppBiemoat 
sjeuiotsno SuuHejp to esQd 
-jnd eu) tot 880| e te pios 
Xietejeqiiep e|OtPf uy 
'todseiflUKuteuieo 
|BoBmooot»1H'4|ecf£ 
'SJSBA 

8.euopuo4pqesiM*9 
-etSeeuejopsei) 
etg pue uoii ep NKXt dm 
miM leujiua |B9tm4uj y *8 
(8861. 

‘juieo MSN) dmeg eaui^ 
egt uo (BuiMO) iu»fr OM'» 
ueuN >iezBU t 

’S|8| 
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-S(puofuMu||ooMoey*j 

‘ jeeiiso test em m PaiPeH 

XqpatMQqiiBqiseiem 
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four massive raids Twenty- 
five British squadrons en¬ 
gaged the enemy, some of 
them more than once, and 
the losses they inflicted wen 
sufficient to deter the Ger¬ 
mans from attempting 
attacks of such magnitude 
for the rest of the war 
The Battle of Britain is of 
historical injportance as 
being the first clear-cut con¬ 
test between a defensive 
and an offensive air force, 
both working independently 
of the army or navy. Britain 
had the advantage of well- 
developed Rader, of which 
the Germans were ignorant 
until too late, a well-trained 
system of observer posts, 
and a continually improving 
force of anti-aircraft artillery 
It also had two types of 
fighter aircraft of high tech¬ 
nical merit On the other 
hand, it was greatly out num 
bered and desperate efforts 
had to be made by the Mims 
try of Aircraft Production to 
maintain supplies of aircrafts 
and equipment during the 
actual fighting 
The German attacking 
forces were well handled 
and their tactical methods 
were ingenious, but they hac 
to operate far from their 
bases Their bombers, 
although fast in comparison 
with other bombers of the 
time, had to be escorted by 
fighters if they were to pene¬ 
trate the British defences. 
But the fighters, either be¬ 
cause they were working far 
from their bases and had to 
carry heavy loads of fuel, or 
because their performance 
in speed and climb was in¬ 
adequate, failed to hold off 
the attacks of the British 
fighters The German fight¬ 
ers usually flew in formation 
well above the bomber 
formations, and dived to 
attack the British fighters as 
these approached the bom¬ 
bers The RAF replied by 
sending up layer formations, 
the upper layer to engage 
the fighters while a lower 
layer dealt with the bombers. 
The fighting proved yet again 
that the movable guns of a 
bomber are no match for the 
fixed guns of a fighter. 
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CANDID CAMERA 




In a head-on collision wi^ the Congress high command, the Karnataka chief 
minister T Teerendra Patil, was left nursing a black eye. Well, if you are sacked 
on the nots issue and you refuse to budge from your seat because you think 


you too are a heavyweight, whom will the whole .thing reflect upon 


Photograph by ASHOKVy 
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High on power and performance... 


At COSOR, commitment to excellence 
does not end with delivering you 
exceptional products at Incredible 
prices. YOU will discover, that as 
developers we constantly provide you 
with total support 

C-SOL Is a full featured, powerful ROBMS 
based on ansi-sol standard. c-sOL helps 
you build better database applications 
faster, and at a fraction of the cost and 
effort you expend using COBOL or 
dBASE C-SOL Is available on standard 
platforms under DOS, MS WINDOWS, 
XENIX and UNIX. 

C SQL IS unique, being the only RDBMS 
that provides you with gateways to 
access dBASE and COBOL fiies in 
addition to its native files it helps you 
build new applications with the power 
of SQL, using your existing data and 
thus protecting your investment 


C SQL. sold as INTEGRA in the US, is 
proven tec hnology that is working for 
thousands of users it is brought to you 
by COSOFT a leading developer of 
database and object oriented 
technologies 

Call us now We will show you how to put 
the power of C SQL to work 



incredibly low 
oncost. 



f 


C-SOL - The information integrator 


dBASf MS WINDOWS, XENIX UNIX are Marti Of then respective owners 


COROMANDEL SOFTWARE LIMfTED 


827 Anna Salai Madras 600 002 Tel 852657 852870 Telex 0416247 
NO2095 High Point 145 Palace Road Bangalore 56000176“ 265081 
Neo Computers Pvt Ltd Ramaknshna Apartments 
Sant Muktabai Marg Ville Parle IB Bombay 400 057 Tel 6147454 
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when the Bug Failed to Byte 
By Sudip Mallik 

Imagine By Veer Sagar 

Kid Stuff ByD Dilton 


Close Encounters of the Third 
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"An Apple teacher 
isn't only a teacher. 
He's a friend, 
philosopher, 
and guide." 


NCC 15 Enrolments open 


il'lk.n I needed helfi on my projeit he was 
there When I needed help in eialuatmg my 
career options he sat with me /or hoo and a 
half /lours lounstilin^ me 

IT'i THE FACULTY THAT MANES THE 
MFFERENCE 

In the first plate Apple s faculty enjoys 
teaching Professionally qualified ind with 
teal world experience ihty re ever helpful 
and approachable And they believe that 
their greatest reward lies in a student s 
success. But that s not all 

Ami TRAWmO: IKAUES LEARMIM 
COMPUnm IS AU IN THE MIND 

Apples curriculum his been 
developed and used by Tlie National 
Computing ( entre (NCC) U K in 
several NCC aeeredited institutes 


worldwide And NCC, which was set up hy 
the Government of U K in 1966, believes 
that mastery of computers is not based on 
memorising, or, for that matter maths It s 
based on logic development and 
programming techniques, and not merely 
languages And that trains you to view a 
problem from all perspectives Which is 
why you gei that special edge no matter 
which field you finally choose And you get 
the urge to learn more and reach your 
maximum potential Which, in short, 
brings out the migic in yixir mmd 



FOR NCCs COMPUTER COURSES FOR GRADUATES AND UNDERGRADUATES MEET OUR COUNSELLORS, MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 AM TO 7 PM 


CAIjCUITA ; 8/1 Middleton Row, 5th Floor Calcutta 700 071 

: 6A, Shambhu Chatte ryec Street, C,akutta 700007 
JAMSHEDPUR t Asbeervad, Outer Circle Road, Bistupur, Jamshedpur 
RANCHI. 3rd Floor, Gayways House, Pepee Con^xiund, Off Main Road, Ranchi 834 001 
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The first thing you notice about this rather unconventional software is that it 
operates in a funny language. English. Goodbye complicated codes. Goodbye 
Foxbase. Goodbye Cobol Which means even the most computer-unfriendly 
person can operate it with relative ease. You don’t have to change your 
accounting methods What you see up there on the screen are your books 
So while you have the comforting familiarity of your ledger, you have the 
speed and accuracy of the software as well The other features are no less 
remarkable Touch a key and you can inspect all your accounts down to the 
last voucher If there are any errors, go ahead and correct them. With Tally, 
you can keep books of unlimited companies Handle unlimited ledgers and 
sub-classifications Cost & profit centres Budgets & transaction controls. 
What’s more, it can generate over 300 MIS reports Now consider the 
diversity of the 1200 people who use it Right from RPG Enterprises and The 
UB Group to the likes of chartered accountants, traders and transport 
companies The last we heard, even Mr Prannoy Roy had bought one It’s not 
surprising when you consider that it has the back-up of a support 
network Tally In a word the most articulate financial accounting software. 


n We own Name__ 

a Computer Company_ _ 

O Wg intend Address__ _ 

to buy a _ ~ Ph _ 

Computer ___ 

All Trademarks are acknowledged 
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WHE]% THE BEG 
FAILED TO BYTE 


O nce upon a time, not so very long 
ago, a chip was usually preceded 
by potato Computers were un¬ 
heard of, if you needed to compute you 
did It with paper and pen, preferably 
fountain pen, since the Fathers frowned 
upon the new fangled ball point as not 
being conducive to a graceful hand 
They also lay great stress on multiplica¬ 
tion, perhaps in a sublimated attempt to 
fulfill the Lord's command Go forth and 
multiplyl 

Unfortunately, despite their ecclesias¬ 
tical fervour, my writing never improved 
beyond resembling the footprints of a 
slightly inebriated spider while my 
mathematical efforts involved taking off 
both shoes I welcomed the calculator as 
Texas Instrument's ■great gift to mankind 
and, with time, learned to draw it out 
with the easy nonchalance of an expert 
Computers, however, are another 
story In the world of ROMs and RAMs, 
I'm an OBC Slightly superior to those 
who think computers are people who 
travel to work but quite incapable of 
distinguishing between an algorithm and 
subroutine To me there's no such thing 
as software, it's all pretty hard and 
wearing 


My first acquaintance with the species 
occurred during the Neanderthal days of 
the Computer Age It was a giant main¬ 
frame that looked impressively omnis¬ 
cient The atmosphere too was suitably 
devotional with everyone taking off their 
shoes and speaking in whispers At 
regular intervals the God would swallow 
punch cards and CKcasionally spit out 
answers I found it a profound learning 


SUDIPMALLIK 
discovered he was IBM 


incompatible long ago 



experience I learnt where the peculiarly 
perforated bus tickets came from" 

In the subsequent years, many of my 
friends sought self actualisation m mak¬ 
ing small rectangular holes in large 
rectangular cards Some of them 
perhaps, actually found it Sadly, where I 
was concerned the computer bug failed 
to byte The idea of spending the rest of 
my life debugging programmes in an 


MY COMfUVBR P0£^ 

Nor om^Ksihm 



incestuous relationship with a machine 
lacked punch I resolved that in my 
dealings with Artificial Intelligence I'd 
restrict myself to a polite "Hi*. I was not 
IBM compatible 

Little did I know I was up against the 
forces of history An inexperienced pilot 
had the urge to steer the country into the 
21st century and tripped over the 19th 
In the resulting confusion non-working 
clerks m most offices were found to have 
been replaced by non-working compu¬ 
ters It was also found thal while to err is 
human, it takes a computer to really foul 
things up 

In the bureaucracy what could earlier 
be achieved with a bit of connection and 
corruption now could not be done at all 
In the corporations, managers held agi¬ 
tated meetings to sort out computer 
glitches while the staff agitated against 
their introduction The familiar excuses 
of loadshedding, incompetent subordin¬ 
ates and dead relatives or telephones 
gave way to the inscrutable "We're hav¬ 
ing a little trouble with our compu¬ 
ter " And when computers have a little 
trouble, the hoi polloi have a lot 

At railway and airline counters, man 
and machine stared blankly at each other 
while queues elongated Electricity bills 
began to sprout inexplicable zeroes 
Bank account numbers expanded 
beyond human memory to suit the elec¬ 
tronic one Where systems used to be 
evolved to help the customer they were 
now devised to aid the Systems Manager 
The computer was the Kingl 

The Machine became the icon of the 
Eighties Its high priests spoke in strange 
tongues such as Pascal or Cobol and 
invested upon it an aura of infallibility 
Like all zealots they made themselves 
totally incomprehensible and so con¬ 
vinced us of their god's divinity Any¬ 
thing blessed with the computer's magic 
touch began to be regarded as superior 
Someone even advertised a brand of 
cigarettes as being designed by a compu¬ 
ter! If you wanted to get married you no 
longer relied on the heavens, the compu¬ 
ter would find you a spouse or your 
money back 

Talking of spouses mine, till recently, 
had a near complete faith in the power of 
the PC Since she has the same faith in 
astrology it followed that I must get a 
Computer Horoscope Or rather, she led 
and I followed. The computer predicted 
a long and happy life It also predicted 
romance with a beautiful young maiden 
from across the seas Which in turn led 
to a lot of unpleasantness 

In fact, she was still in the process of 
demonstrating that a woman's memory is 
superior to the CPU's when I stepped off 
the kerb and was immediately run over 
by a bus. 
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CASE QraptvifM • « local oonnectivl^ 
scheme which utilises Data Over Voice technol¬ 
ogy. Provides communication between any 
number ot local and remote terminals and com¬ 
puters in a simple and economic manner using 
telephone lines. 


ANOTHERACrUP THE CHS SLEEVE 


We, at CMS, have been holding the trump 
card, in the strategic communication and com¬ 
puter industries of India. Be it in Installing Com¬ 
puterised Traffic Signals, trendy Point of Sales 
terminals, Self-ticketing Machines, ATM $, LANs 
& UNIX based solutions. Or manufacturing 
state-of-the-aft Micros & Super Micros. 

And, now. CMS brings to India, the Case 
range of products from Ooi^ Communications 
& Networking ( U.K.) Europe's leading manu¬ 
facturer of networkifig data communications 
equipment, with systems operational in more 
than 60 countries. 

CMS, the distributors of Case in India 
bring you top-of-the-llne communication pro¬ 
ducts. Such as; 

CASE Megabeam - High speed line of 
sight communication device between two loca¬ 
tions using low powered infrared beams. 

CASE Beeline - Essentially a digital 
store & forwarding message switching system. 
Transfers all types of business communication 
data-through telex line or data line, enables the 
monitoring and control of the flow of electronic 
text according to customer requirements. Also 
supports Fax switches for Fax pooling. 


CASE Multiplexwo - using these, a 
large number of terminals can share a single 
transmission link. Supports telephone gr^ 
wirs,dedicaled high Slow speed Unas. 

Some of the other aces which we will deal 
at CSI, win be our revolutionary Point of Sale 
Terminal (PCS), termed as 'Caller', which la 
the only one in India which can handle over 
6,000 PLU’s. 

And our PC based solutions for various 
business interests. CHEF for restaurants, 
SHOPPER for shops* and department stores, 
UPS for LP6 dealers and PALS for Pathology 
labs. 

Of course, with these diversifisd spectrum 
of activities, the role of CMS as a fountainhead 
of knowhow and consultancy, and an organisa¬ 
tion which is dedicated to provide total solutions 
to the end-users, /'^.^continuestobe 
consolidated. 




#cms 

COMPUTERS PVT. LTD 


csrqo 

VtsH us, at the CSI aidilbition 
stall noe. 387,388,401,402, 
from Oct 31 St - Nov SrI’90. 

Kshudiram AnushHan Kendra, Calcutta. 

201,ARCAOIA,NARIMANPOINT,BOMBAY400021. TU.5B97CMStN PHONES:234484,2873163,2873152. 
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hrs. 
NON-STOP 



The Electronics Test and Development Centre 
Bangalore has successfully tested the 32E printer for 
hours of continuous printing at 45°C and 
264 V AC mam supply 



Data Products Section 


LAR8EN & TOUBRO 


LIMITED 


Post Bag 5247 Madras 600 002 Ph 862141 
PO Box 8119 Bombay 400 051 Ph 6401232 
PO Box 619. Calcutia 700 071 Ph 222301 
PO Box 6223. New Delhi 110 015 Ph 531302 


A hard-hitting fact about a 
hard-working Dot Matrix Printer. 

168 hours of continuous printing at an ambient 
temperature of 45°C and 264 V AC mam supply, testifies to 
the endurance and technical superiority of the 
32E Dot Matrix Printer 

But then that’s not ail There are other reasons to 
choose the 32 E 

Print-head life of 500 million characters 
Maximum clear copies 1 t 4 
Rugged yet compact design 
Easy maintenance and ready availability of all parts 
Nationwide sales and service network 
32E IS thus an unbeatable blend of funcfional efficiency 
and operating economy, as every part is built to work hard 
to give you the best returns on your investment 

32E Dot Matrix Printer frorn L&T 

The right match for your computer. 


L&T M 4217 
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T here is a story of a man who always 
came home on time, looking well- 
kempt and confident. Then, one 
day, he returned very late, tired and 
harassed. 'What happened?" asked his 
wife, anxiously "The office computer 
broke down", the man replied "I had to 
think". 

Today, the computers are everywhere 
and we don't even notice them anymore. 
Almost everyone, whether it is the haras¬ 
sed housewife, the overworked execu¬ 
tive or the conscientious student, de¬ 
pends on the computer In fact, they 
cannot imagine life without the silicon 
chip marvel In the West, the computer is 
the benevolent big brother, always alert, 
always keeping an eye on the citizenry 
Every citizen has a social security num¬ 
ber and can be traced immediately With 
the flick of a wrist or a press of a button 
a man's blood group, his medical his¬ 
tory, even his cr^it rating flashes on the 
screen 



... a life without 


computers. It^s hard, 
eyerf if you try. VE£^ 
SACAR on man's 
best friend 



Before a housewife turns in, she acti¬ 
vates the computerised wake-up system 
At a pre-determ I ned time, the alarm 
clock rings and 10 seconds later, the 
electric kettle is whistling—and the 
radio, set off automatically, is providing 
cheerful early morning music 
On the doorstep waits a copy of the 
newspaper, typeset and printed with the 
help of a computerised system Every- 
time the housewife picked up a news¬ 
paper in the past, her hands were tinged 


with printing ink, the 'bed- 
sheets stained black. But the new news¬ 
paper 1 $ better printed. It is also more 
newsy, the computer being responsible 
for b^er, more efficient coverage. 

Washing and cooking are no longer 
endless nightmares for the housewife 
who doesn't want to be at the mercy of 
the domestic help or the dhobi. She has 
her washing machine and her micro- 
oven, which make sure that the clothes' 
are washed properly and the cake is 
baked (not burnt)—with the minimum 
effort. Both these gizmos have built-in 
microcomputers which take care of time 
cycles, temperatures and all the other 
variables. 

Even the electricity and telephorte bills 
mailed to her house are, in geiieral, more 
accurate and up-to-date. If the housewife 
thinks someone is tapping her STD line 
or wants to know whom her husband has 
been catling regularly, a quick perusal of 
the bill will suffice. 


ifSBTJUE 
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... or 1 Proman. 


The Synchrony Proman, a Project Management 
Software from Dasturco 

A user-friendiy software package that's easy to 
operate even If you're not familiar with computers 

The most versatile of all Project Management 
Software Proman covers the entire gamut of planning, 
monitoring for time-over runs and cost control 

Absolute flexibility in report generation — You can 
generate any number of reports at your will And 
format or change the contents too 

A heavy-weiqfit Project Managenoent Software that 
comes to you-In a small PC environment 

Yes. Now, you have Proman fbwer to help you 
handle a complex projpct easily Effortlessly 

SyNCHR0Ny 

P.ReO.M.A.N 

Project MorMqenwnt Soflvwre _ 

MNDastur&CaLtd. 

Anno Solol. Noryjoram, Modros 600 035, Ph 452202 
Bombay Ph 8282880 • Calcutia Ph 265420 • Delhi Ph 671798 







Cone are the days when you had to 
wait in a dirty crowded space to book 
your train tickets. Now, there's an air- 
cortditioned 'No Smoking' booking hall 
and you can line up at any of the numer¬ 
ous counters with computer termmals, 
regardless of your destination. You can 
even get confirmed return reservation 
(from most cities) there and then. No 
more suspense and worry over whether 
the telegram for return booking has 
reached and whether seats are available. 
The same with most long-distance bus 
reservations. Besides, booking facilities 
are now available in different parts of the 
city, so you don't have to go all the way 
to the main station. Since these booking 
stations are linked there are no quotas for 
different stations. That used to create im¬ 
balances in bookings. 

, As for the airlines, you can book your 
entire itinerary from one terminal and if 
seats are not available you can allow 
yourself various options of getting wait¬ 
listed on different days and flights With 
the travel agents also getting hooked 
to the network the need for long waits at 
the Indian Airlines offices will also dis¬ 
appear. 

Ever since banks have been compute¬ 
rised, going to them for any transaction is 
no more a grudge. Even withdrawals take 
very little time. The bank cletK keys in 
the account number and checks the ba¬ 
lance. No more lengthy ledgers to fill, 
slips to move around, cards to check and 
signatures to tally before you get your 
money. 

Shopping has become faster as most 
large shops have personal computers at 
their point of sale, which print out clean, 
quick and accurate bills. In restaurants 
you can now read what you've eaten— 
thanks to the compuferisied and legible 
bills—and get indigestion at the high 
price. 

When a lady walks into her doctor's 
chamber for a visit after a long time and 
he greets her and says, "How is that 
stomach ulcer now?", you could knock 
her down with a feather. Her ego is 
tickled at the thought that the busy drx-- 
tor remembered her problem—she 
already begins to feel better. The fact is 
that this doctor did not remember her at 
all he did was see patient's 
history on his computer terminal. 

Similarly, when you are checking m at 
a hotel and the pretty girl at the reception 
counter tells you, "Ah, but you are com¬ 
ing after almost three months," you for¬ 
give the hotel for its killing room 
charges. Once again, the girl has made 
you fed nice by recalling your record 
from the database at her disposal. 

The teenaged girl can now walk into a 
beauty parlour and try out every cotKeiv- 
able hairstyle without .having her hair 
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touched. All that the hairstylist does is 
TalTe in the girl's image and superimpose 
different Istyles for her to see how she 
would look—without actually having to 
go through the long and painful process 
of trial and mostly error. The visual on 
the screen in front can be even modified 
till an acceptable style is reached. The 
stylist can then physically reproduce this. 

There was a time when if the met 
office predicted a heavy downpour on a 
particular day, you could safely stay out 
without fear of any ram' Try doing that 
now and you will almost certainly come 
to grief! This year, computers have 
hel^ weathermen forecast storms and 
even the amount of ram with deadly 
accuracy, and in the process have 
helped save a lot of lives. 

Well, you've got your tram tickets 
(from the friendly neighbourhood book¬ 
ing station) and you also know exactly 
what kind of weather to expect. So, 
you're ready for your holiday, right? But 
wait, there's that heavy traffic to think of. 
You might leave your house with all the 
time in the world left and yet reach the 
railway station to see the tram chugging 
out of the platform. The solution to that 
problem may not be very far away. The 
traffic police, is experimenting with a 
computerised road network so that 


motorists can be warned of congestions 
in advance. Traffic signals can even be 
fine-tuned to allow for optimum move¬ 
ment of traffic. 

How many times has this happened to 
that stretch of road outside your house? 
The water supply people have come, dug 
up the road and everything arourid it, 
laid some water pipes, and gone away. 
They haven't even turned the corner 
when you find your telephone's not 
working. After many days, the telephone 
people land up. They dig around some 
more and then tell you that the water 
supply people have damaged the cable 
to which your phone is connected. Even¬ 
tually, after making much heavy weath¬ 
er, they bring yoiy dial tone back. And, 
hey presto! Your house is in darkness...Is 
there a way out? 

Yes, computers are now even going 
underground, in a manner of speaking. A 
master layout can be worked out on the 
control computer with detailed and up¬ 
dated locations of all the te'ephone/elec- 
tricity cables, water/sewage pipes, etc. 
so that every agency knows what's where 
underground. 

By the way, if you are building a house 
and you want the architect to show you 
exactly what it's going to look like once 
it's completed, don't worry. Well, 
you've guessed it! The computer will... 


PCS AViiON RISC BASED 

OPEN SYSTEM 

Freedom of hardwares 
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PCS AVhON giv« you total freedom of 
choice to mix and match hordware and 
software Because our Commercial UNIX 
based RISC platforms ore truly open 

We support the 88 open BG the industr/s 
only binary standara for multivendor 
interoperobility, System V 3, BSD 4 3, POSIX, 
ANSI C. NFS®, TCP/IP, IBM SNA, 
X-Windows, OSF/MOTIF®, VME ond more. 
On the software side, scores of industry's 
leading vendors have already developed 


softwore pockoges to run on PCS AViiON 
There's a deep set of proven utilihes, 
databases and 4GL's that make developing 
or porting your own progroms os easy os con 
be Even when you require specialist 
solutions for your specific industry there are 
reody-to-run solutions available on the PCS 
AViiON system 

For more mformohon on the possibilities which 
PCS AViiON opens up call or write to us. 
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W e walk into a classroom. Ther^ 
is no teacher—just a lot of 
computer terminals and moni¬ 
tors manned by children of various 
shapes and sizes. Our attention centres 
on an eight year old. He is asking the 
computer to tell him about volcanoes. A 
series of spectacular displays are flashed 
on the screen. 

He starts asking why? Diagrams flash 
on the screen and a Sigma City-type 
synthesised voice answers his questions. 
After a while he gels bored and asks why 
apples fall off trees. The computer starts 
to tell him about gravitational theory. 

Is this science fiction? Not really. 
Similar things are already orcurring in 
the farflung stations of the Australian 
Outback for example, where children 
attend school by radio. What is so 
effective about this technique? 

Well, the child in question may be 
handicapped and incapable of speech or 
movement. He may be a Christy Brown 
or a Stephen Hawking. In that case the 
only way for him to communicate may 
be by moving his eyelids or working the 
cursor with his left foot. 

This IS )ust one example of how 
effective computers can Iw as teaching or 
communiction aids. There are other 
reasons as well why computers could be 
truly effective in educating children. 

A lot of research has gone into the 
learning process of children, and for that 
matter, adults. According to Dr Michael 
Billing of Leicester University a c hild starts 
by asking simple visual or lactilely- 
oriented questions aiwut its own experi¬ 
ences. 

Really small children build up to 
"good" or "bad" conclusions. For exam¬ 
ple a child hates getting drenched in the 
rain because she feels cold. She decides 
rain is “bad*. 

Later the child perceives patterns The 
same child realises others also dislike 
getting drenched because they too feel 
cold. She realises that feeling cold in the 
rain is a common phenomenon. The 
concept of generalisation arises. 

Finally, she learns to develop the 
concept of different viewpoints. She 
learns that rain is necessa^ for the 
growing of food. Hence rain is both 
"good" and "bad". The capacity for 
abstract thinking develops. 

The "process of interior argument" is 
the learning process according to the late 
Jean Piaget, the doyen of child psycholo¬ 
gy. Also there is a general consensus that 
creativity is a chaotic process triggered 


by allowing the mind to play with the 
facts at its disposal. According to Edward 
De Bono, lateral thinking is literally a 
playful process. 

To a child a picture is truly worth a 
thousand words. Since the attention span 
of children is limited—especially if they 
are bright or creative—they have to be 
kept interested and surprised. Any de¬ 
cent kindergarten teacher knows this of 
course. 


Children have never had 
better toys for learning. 
'D:DiLTpN5hthenew 
revolution in the 
classroom 


On the other hand, an intelligent child 
of SIX could easily be interested in, say, 
(igsaw puzzles, lego, music, geology, 
geography, zoology, astronomy, the 
weather, etc., to take a ran¬ 
dom sample He has to interact with the 
information presented and it should be 
heavily visually-oriented to have the 
maximum impart 

It must also lie presented at a pace 


which will be somewhat different for 
every child and he must be allowed to 
play with it. Here the computer is the 
best learning tool ever devis^. 

A computer cannot lose patience, it 
can keep an exact record of the child's 
progress, and it allows the child to switch 
from topic to topic as he desires. A 
computer joystick and keyboard allows 
the child to be actively involved. 

Brainplan is a program developed at 
Loughbourough, UK which recommends 
an ideal learning process. The child must 
be taught to keep asking questions, many 
of which will be "silly". His powers of 
invention must be tested and his fantasies 
must be developed logically. For exam¬ 
ple a Secret Agent game which allows 
the child to invent a code could be the 
best way to develop his linguistic skills. 

Desirable personality traits such as 
altruism or leadership qualities can be 
developed by playing out role models in 
Quest type situations. Undesirable qual¬ 
ities could also be developed by Great 
Dictator type programs, of course. One 
shudders to think of Ghenghis Khan with 
a computer. 

A large number of languages have 
been developed specifically for the use 
of children. Chief among them would be 
Logo, Pilot and IQL. They all have 
simple command structures like "left" 
"right" "up" or "down". Even in India 


1JCNEW the computer kfcail 
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Tomorrow’s Data Acquisition and 
Process Control Begins Tod^y 


Announcing - a revolution 
in Data Acquisition and 
Control Systems from Sandur Electronics 

Nl oov from Sandur Electronics a pioneenng innovation 

SOFDAC, a remarkably simple, menu driven yet ama7ingly 
powerful software for Data Acquisition and Control 
System applications in process industncs and research 
establishments 

SOFDAC IS a highly flexible and expandable software 
having a user friendly menu driven interface, ported on 
the QNX operating system To offer a multi tasking, multi 
user networking, high speed, real time system environment 
on IBM PC hardware - ideal lor process control applications 

Coming after the suciesstul thnist of bandur Electronics into 
dot matnx pnnters SOFDAC represents Sandur s growing 
capabilities m this high tech field 

* QN\ IN a rcgiiiitfied tradmurk of Qiunture Softwane Corpootion (juucU 

* IBM a a rfgistemi mdraurk of Inirmatjonal Buaneaa Machines CorporaUon USA 



SANDUR 

ELECTRONICS 

(A division of 
The Sandur Manganese 
& Iron Ores ltd ) 
Sandur House”, 

20, Palace Road, 
Bangalore- 560 052 
Phones 267624, 267622 
Telex 0845-2427 
Gram» SMIORE 
Regd Office 
"Lohadn Bhavan", 
Ye^wantnagar-585 024 





chlMien afe now being taught these at 
school from age eight upwai^ 

Then there are the traditional video 

S mes. incidentally, the Israeli armed 
ces have always used these rather than 
flight stimulaters to discover flying abil¬ 
ity Starting with the standard Grand Prix 
and Space Invader they are proliferating 
at the rate of 300,000 a year 
You have computer chess, bridge and 
draughts programs You also have games 
like Braino, which tests spelling ability 
and the entirely new concept of 'parti¬ 
cipatory adventure" The Quest, Dragon 
or Dungeons sort of program tests a 
child's ingenuity and creativity in the 
most exciting way possible 
There are also the programs which test 
and develop a child s artistic ability 
Using light pencils a child can draw 
pictures involving upto 256 colours and 
16 million shadW He can also use 
animation to draw cartoons These tech 
niques were developed in the movie 
industry 

Music IS another sphere of activity 
which has benefitted Computer music 
has added a new dimension to one of 
mankind s oldest recreational activities 
Computers which can produce sounds 
and tones that are impossible in nature 
and give a notational readout of a piece 
composed by a child are now cemmon 
place 

The limitation is that a computer has 
no judgement or creativity While a 
budding Mozart or Da Vinci would be 
inspired to do great things a tone deaf 
child may just drive his parents crazy 
Creativity cannot be programmed at 
least not yet 

Coming back to the Indian classroom 
computers are gradually becoming 
part and piarcel of the school curriculum 
In the upmarket ICSE schools they are 
now compulsory from about class three 
to class eight After that students can opt 
to take them at both the class 10 and 12 
levels. This is all to the good as the 
younger one starts, the better one is 
likely to get 

Unfortunately, the concept of using 
computers for teaching other subjects 
has not really caught on yet However a 
start has bwn made Programs de 
veloped by schoolchildren at Computer 
Fairs are now being used occasionally at 
government aided schools to illustrate 
physical and mathematical theories 

They are however, expensive Stu¬ 
dents who decide to study computers at 
the class ten level, pay around Rs 150 
extra per month for computer time In the 
lower classes there is probably too much 
emphasis on theory and the history of 
computers rather than 'hands-on* prac¬ 
tice which IS the best, maybe the only 
way, to really learn 


This IS because computer time is at a 
premium Also, one grouse, that is fre- 
ouently heard from bright children is that 
the machines generally available in 
sthools are specially designed for chil¬ 
dren That IS, they are limited in scope 
and don t allow those who jxrssess a real 
flair for the subject to do themselves 
justice 

Children at these schools learn a lot 
about computer terminology and the 
history of computers and their applica¬ 
tions They play a lot of video games and 
also learn some simple programming 
Creative children can further develop 
their programming skills by participating 
in Computer Fairs However it is possi¬ 
ble, Pranab Mukherjee a class XI stu 
dents and BITM winner feels for a 
student to score 80 per cent in an ICSE 
computer exam without knowing the first 
thing about programming 

There is however a refreshing differ 
ence in attitude noticeable when one 
talks to schoolchildren about computers 
Unlike any other subject on the normal 
school syllabus no one seems to find 
computers boring The theory part of it 
maybe yes but not actually playing 
with the machines In the adolescent age 
group, comments on the relevance of 
comnufers rangc’d from it s fun to an 
additional or even essential qualifica 
tion Quite .• few girls and boys stated 
they v>ere sure their future lay in compu 
ters 

Those who get hooked on them seem 
to talk of nothing else Teenage hack 
ers are a fast growing if still rare breed 
in the Indian urban context The horror 
stories one reads of children lapping into 
CIA and Pentagon defence networks 
could sexjn become a |X)ssibility in India 



that IS if the telecommunkation services 
imjKove 

Ideally a lot of school subjects could 
be better taught and absorbed if the 
teaching was computer aided Unfortu¬ 
nately, most schools lack the resources 
Also a lot of teachers would need to 
undergo familiarisation and orientation 
courses Programs and modules would 
have to be developed on a large scale 

This IS probably the largest growing 
service sector with employment opportu¬ 
nities increasing nearly 40 per cent 
annually It is more than likely that as 
people become more and more familiar 
with computers the market will expand 
still further The demand for computer 
education at the school level will also 
rise and there will be a greater emphasis 
on teaching computers and computer 
assisted teaching 

Given the way comjjuters are finding 
new ajaplications in field it is conceiv¬ 
able that in the near future computer 
literacy will be not an asset but a simple 
neccessity In the 21 sf century a compu¬ 
ter illiterate will probably as hand- 
icapj^ed as a blind man 

For one thing as the sum of human 
knowledge doubles every 20 years and 
the deforestation rate continues to be 16 
million hectares a year we will soon run 
out of papier Computer storage will be 
the only option Also computers will be 
the lingua franca very soon—the only 
universal language in a global village In 
sheer self defence children will have to 
master their use 

This will be a less painful process than 
traditional means of education where a 
child has to learn a lot of things by role 
and out of context All parents bemoan 
the fact that their children would rather 
watch boring rubbish on the idiot box 
than read an interesting bewk For that 
matter most adults react the same way 
Computers are a lot more fun than TV 
because you can also participate 

Another good thing about computers is 
that they can help clear mental bIcKks A 
child who IS frightened by probability 
theory or economics may well be thrilled 
to play a horseracing game or see a 
visual demonstration of the 'guns and 
butter concept 

Dr Isaac Asimov once wrote a story 
about a world so computerised that the 
worst punishment was not the death 
penalty but simply denying a criminal 
access to computers As the good doctor 
pwints out in another decade or so this 
may well be a reality given the new uses 
being discovered every day Also at the 
cutting edge of science, in all probability 
the problems that can be solved without 
computer aid have already been solved 
So,'I don t fear the computer—only the 
lack of It IS probably going to be the 
slogan of the future 
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Nipha reveals 
how it makes 
zero error floppies. 



Bytesting ' 

every single 
track on every 
single floppy. 

For that's what ensures the Nipha seal of 
perfection On every single floppy manufactured 
Because either it has to pass this rigorous test of 
perfection, or just get thrown away 

And this IS not just the only step we take to 
maintain the finest quality, but we start at the very 
beginning. With the selection of the finest raw 
materials to burnishing and certification So that all 
our floppies offer complete protection against data 
dropouts And a lifetime warranty Confidently 
meeting the rigid standards of ANSI, IBM and 
ECMA 



Because, we believe that our floppies should be 
everything they're meant to be.And much, much 
more 


Which IS why, Nipha Datatech has secured the 
prestigious OGS & 0 rate contract 

But, this IS just within the country, as Nipha 
exports almost 40% of its total production overseas 


Nipha floppies are available at 
all ET & T counters and 
Kendriya Bhandars. 


REQIOt^AL OFFICES 



To companies that believe in working with the 
best there'S, in the held Because, its been proved 
before — only quality 
breeds quality' 


Nipha Datatech Ltd. 

25, Netaii Subhas Road. Calcutta-700001 
Phone 205615.200946,204410.'204521, 

Cable NiPHAENG Telex 021-2257 4 021-2645 NIFA IN 
Fax. 91-33-288451 . 


BOMBAY- F-19 EvwesiTardeo. Bombay-400034 Phone 4929406.4923470 4923S63Telex 011-76479 NIFA IN • NEW OEIHI-Flal No 512AManaaiovar. 

90 Nehru Place, New OeSii-l tool 9 Phorre 6414549 Telex 031-71215 NEPL IN eBANGAtORE-C-306, Blue Cross Chambers, 11, Wanlty Cross Road, Bangalore-SBOOOl 
Phone 566593 Telex 0645-2299INTK IN • MADRAS- Room No 613,6m Floor Shwaiaya Building. Block A, Commander-m-Chiel Road, Madras-600105 Phone 472246 , 


VMt ttt at the CSI '90 Exhlbitloii at Stall No. 498, 



NetaJI indoor Stadium, Ctiamia. 







If make-believe seems 
too real, don't forget: 
life's like that. And if the 


uture shocks, here's a 



anymore tor the nervous 


oune surgeon or the 


pilot makin 


ast 


orwards—artificia 


speaking, that is 
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THE ART 



S' 


In the brave new world of 


art, who knows what the 


medium of the next 
masterpieces may be? But 
the signs are already here 
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Tor lti(> first time in India a f omputer with near supercomputinq power 


first M bit ItISC/ prcx ("> 


jOI An ama/inc) 


pei'd of 40 Mil’s anrJ 80 MFI OPS (pr’jk ratiinjs) 



EVERYTHING 


SEEMS 


SO SMALL NOW THAT 


INDIA’S FIRST 


Also the .idd('d benefit 



of tiirninq into a Compute Server in a Client Sr'rver model of a computer network And 


affordabU’ and so easily accessible in India Now isn t 


WIPRO 

INFORMAHON 

WCHNOLOQY 

UMfTED 

88 Mahatma Gandhi Road 
Bangalore 560 001. Phone 5696?2 


Processor 

DHRYSTONES 

(KD/Sec) 

WHETSTONES 

(MW/Sec) 

UNPACK 

(MFLOPS-OP) 

Spec Mark 

Spec Float 

i486 

46 9 

75 

1 3 

11 7 

88 

laSSK 

35 7 

70 

1 2 

101 

89 

R3000 

43 1 

14 1 

39 

176 

163 
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Close to the customer 




^WlPftO INFOTECH 



Tli“ IANDMARK 8b() MS Ihf (lo i ,1 yoLi c ifi ev( ( ()pI tu i (^ray With tlie Intel i8b0 the worlJ s 



t the best known reason NOT to import ttie Cray'^ 


LANDMARK 

860 MS 



The 

Mainframe 
as ii was 
in the ’ 80 s 


The same 
performance 
today 
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Dhll mi ^^'l;/^/^ >i </ limit mtiik til I iit>ital I tjiiifiint'iil (liitliii ) I iiii lit ti V 1 \ lUS difiilal ate rpgftlcn cl imtlfmaiks cif fJifiilal f quipment 
< tiijitiKitittii I I \f\ i\ cl nxislcmcl Irciclt niciik tij Anii’ncciii Tehphcmc & Tt'U’^iaph < iim/jarn 


















Digital presents VAX 4000 Model 300 
' Unmatched performance in a compact size 


Digital llquipnu-nt (Irulia) I iiiiilal 
hrings to you a (.oiiiputcr tliar will holp 
your buMiU'ss ihrougli (he fimo 
uimpotition ol tho ‘)().s A (.omiiulor 
that deliver', perlorrnatue lar ahead ol 
systems available tiKlay to give v'ou the 
com[H'litive edge 

That's why when it was unveiled in the 
bSA in July this year it ereated a 
sensation And within four months 
broke all records with over KHH) 
installations 

Designed for the 90s. 

What makes the deil VAX tOtKf/^tK) 
something sfienal is its perlormame A 
remarkable 21 7 Transactions IVr 
Second (TPS), measured under the 
industry siantkird TI’('.-A benchmark 

Ihe secret Ixi'hind this phenomenal 
performance of the deil VAX i(XK).',f(K) 

IS the well thought out architecture 
that's designed to eliminate all bliK'k.s 
and con.straints 

For example, it is built with .SO MIPS ol 
[)roce.ssing power dedicated for I/O, 
separate channels for disk traffic and 
intelligent drives to deliver a 
remarkable 1600 bO operations per 
scTond. Tlii.s is gist one of the 
highlights that goes to make the 


deilVAX ttMiO fOO the most powerful Investment Protection, 

mat lime in its tla.ss Paist and Future. 


All this has lieen done to allow you to 
serve hundreds ol u.sers across the 
entire organi/ation Holtleiiei ks and 
w.iiting will soon Ix'tome a thing ol 
the past 


Product Highlights 

21 7 Transactions per .Sec under ITC-A 
Benchmark 

12i Active u.sers and 2^)8 Terminals 
iindei Office Automation 
.JO MIPS of processing power dedicated 
exclusively for I/O 

Memory expandable to 128 MB _ 

Disk storage expandable to 28 GD 
lithernet controller built-in 
networking just a ste|) away 
Dual-hosting to maximize up time 

Minimal Infrastructure. 

Maximum Savings. 

For all Its power, the deil 
VAX 4000/.fOO is just 27" x 21" x 18" (h 
X w X d) This small si/e tnm.slates into 
significant .savings lor you Tins is due 
to the low initial outlay and becau.se it 
requires minimal infrastructure in terms 
of space, power, aif-conditioning and 
.support .systems. 


It proteds your investments in 
non-Digilal hardware tixi Its superior 
technical features .uul (verformance will 
give you an enierpri.se-vvide solution 
that integrates your |X'rsonal 
computers, workstations .md 
clep.irtmenlal UNIX systems into a 
single (oliesive environment .And, it 
also mns over (iS(K) .ipplu ations 
available under VMS 


With Its mainframe tl.iss [lerforniante 
and low cost of owneiship the deil 
VAX lOOO/.MH) k'comes an irresistible 
(lioite when you want a corporate 
computer 


/ n’ctnl to know mow 
' about the remarkable 
I /M-rJ'ormauce (>f the (Jell t/lA’ 
I i(XX) Model itX) 

I Please ask your ueawit sale< 
I /nrsou to tall oti me 


Name 


Destfiualion _ 
Orffauisaltou 
Addww _ 


I / am also endosnt^ my 
I liusiness card to help you pet 
I_ in touch _I 


Nobody works for your business like Digital 


Digital Equipment (India) Ltd., 

(an affiliate of Digital Equipment (Corporation, USA) Digital Park, yeshumithfrur. bangalore SIX) 022 Ph i447fiS 
Ahmedahad 442420 • Bombay 2.i3240 • (Calcutta 750401 • (Cochin .iSKXJB • Madras H2507.U • Neu> Delhi 1125092 

• Pune 662989 • Secunderabad 842214 
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GAMES 

PEOnE 

PEJOl 


Live dangerously. And 
don't wortv if vour Ferrari 


les off the hairoin. You' 


survive—^your eeo,the 


only casualty. ARUNAV 


NHA on a 


not-so-fatal attraction 
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T he CIA has just got in lourh with 
me They have a problem which 
only the keenest computer whi7 can 
solve and since that s me who else 
could they have gone to' There s a 
to() sei ret document that has to be res 
cued from a maximum security safe in 
the bowels of a fortress somewhere deep 
in enemy territory What I have to do is 
hack my way through the computer 
network in the fortress avoiding secur 
ity and get through to four robots sta 
tioned th( re by the C lA, Using a remote 
signalling system from my computer I 
have to guide them through to the 
safe open it and remove the document 
Thrrc arc countless guards surveillance 
(line ns ind hidden traps all of which 
have to be eluded I can scan the fortress 
through a detailed map as well as four 
vicJtv) sc rcc ns monitoring actual action in 
dillircnt parts of the building This is one 


enuu' 








Shanghai 






















of the biggest challenges of my life, 
involving precise liming, foolproof 
strategy and razor-sharp reasoning... 

Welcome to Hacker II, one of the 
top-selling computer games created for 
the Commodore. With games like these, 
who needs diplomatic intrigue and 
espionage? For that matter, with games 
like Uninvited, devised for the Apple 
Mackintosh, who needs Stephen King? In 
this game, the player's car breaks down 
on a lonely road, and'he walks over to a 
nearby house. No one answers his 
knock, and he enters. Then begins a 
long-playing adventure saga, m which 
mysterious things start happening, bring¬ 
ing to life a veritable house of horrors. 
The course of the game is directed by a 
set of options at any given point—one 
can examine something in a room, talk 
to someone or (brr!) something, hit an 
adversary or consume something— 
guarantee to give a player several 
rounds of gooseflesh before he reasons or 
mumbles his way through to a happy 
ending. 

In Ballyhoo, now... but wait a minute! 
Computer games are |ust for aggressive 
adolescents with time to spare, right? 
Kids who can sit at a terminal for hours, 
manipulating amoeba-shaped obiects 
and blasting away until the invaders have 
all been killed, or 999,999 points have 
been reached, whichever is earlier— 
they're the people for whom all those 
games with dazzling colour graphics and 
stereophonic sound effects were built, 
right? Adults don't play computer games, 
right? 

They don't? Then what makes Unin¬ 
vited one of the most popular programs 
ever devised for the Apple? After all, kids 
don't own Macs. Truth be told, while the 
■ parlour variety of video games— Space 
Invaders et al—are strictly for teenagers 
with hyperdrives, the much more com¬ 
plicated, role-playing games produced 
■for the computer, taking advantage of the 
machine's prodigious memory and fast 
computing ability, are directed specifi¬ 
cally at the adult market 

On the best of these games, a com¬ 
bination of logical, visual and intuitive 
skills, plus quick physical reflexes, is 
what gets a player to the average leve- 
I.And since most of them are designed to 
throw insulting comments at subnormal 
scores,self-esteem demands a good per¬ 
formance. Take the case of Test Drive, 
which offers you a heartbeat-skipping 
collection of sports cars—the Ferrari 
Testarossa, the Lamborghini Countach 
and the Lotus Turbosprit, among 
others—to drive over five stages of a 
mountain road vy]th (curves that get prog- ' 
/essively wickeder'. Knowing that you'll 
almost certainly never get to drive those 
fn real life, you start off wi'fh great 





tkoowiedlge fbat : 
cMve Bke ttieciNiiiNilei^f 
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gusto. Several accidents and a measly 
average speed of 70 miles an hour 
later,you're told: "You drive like my 
grandmother." Who needs humiliation 
like this? Who has the time? 

We ail do—all of us who've ever 
played a computer game, that is. for— 
and this is a frank, manly confession— 
they're totally addictive, and few people 
can give up a game with the burning 
knowledge that they drive like the com¬ 
puter's grandmother; the pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow is an appreciative 
"Pass any low-flying planes back 
there?'—and the ultimate high is to 
inscribe one's initials in the list of top- 
scorers. Failing which, to at least flatten a 
few pedestrians, as in the glorious rac- 
ing-car-ride-from-hell through the 
crowded streets of San Francisco in the 
top-selling Vfeffe! 

The best part of it all is the minimum 
physical effort involved. Mean 18 t^kes 
you around 72 of the toughest golf holes 
possible, and you don't even have to 
shift from your chair. Poo/allows you to 
play the fanciest possible shots, pocket¬ 
ing the balls at will and running up huge 
scores (the secret is the P key, which 
automatically points the cue in the exact 
direction required to pocket a ball) with¬ 
out a backache. Arrd all the while, 
glorious full colour video and marvellous 
sound-effects complete the illusion. So 
who can be blamed for spending hours at 
Karateka, where the intrepid young black 
belt downs sentiy after sentry with kicks 
and chops (available in three varieties 
each, through the Q,A,Z,W,S and X 
keys) in an effort to rescue the lovely 
princess Marika from the clutches of the 
evil Akuma, in a fortress set against the 
Zen-like silent Fujiyama. 

' The world's most successful video 
game company is Nintendo Entertain¬ 
ment Systems (NES), whose blockbusters 
include TTie Legend of Zelda I and II, 
Super Mario Brothers /, II and III, and the 
near cult status Double Dragon. Clote on' 


their heels are the games manufacturt. 
by Sega, among which are Space Harrk 
I and II, Shanghai and Fantasy Zone I ano 
II. While their (larlour varieties as well as; 
the video adaptations—to be played' 
using the TV set in conjunction with the 
game-playing console and cartridges— 
are high on popular appeal, there's much 
more competition when it comes to. 
games for the PC. Companies like IBM—, 
with their F-19 Stealth Bomber, a flight 
simulation package, and Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade Adventure Game, 
in collaboration with lucasfilms—have a' 
good chunk of the market. With prices 
being as high as $60, the games have to 
be really complicated to attract buyers. 

NES also provides its own hardware, and 
many companies produce Nintendo- 
compatible versions of their games. In 
fact, NES has just released a portable 
version of its video games hardware, 
complete with a small carry-anywhere 
monitor, so that addicts needn't despair 
while on long journeys. Other accessor¬ 
ies include goggles for 3-D vision, spe¬ 
cial guns to vaporise meanies directly by 
pointing at them on the screen, and 
systems for rival players to hook up via 
telephone lines. 

The real pleasure, however, lies in 
defeating not human adversaries, but 
foes like Canon, the very emlxxfiment of 
evil, who holds the lovely Zelda impris¬ 
oned. The Legend of Zelda involves 
travelling through ]28 stages of the 
Overworld and nine mazes of the Under¬ 
world. destroying along the way 
Aquamentus, Oodongo and Manhandia, 
Cianon's henchmen. There are more 
twists and turns in the narrative than one 
can imagine, with magic shields, secret 
doors, vials with the water of life and 
suchlike contrivances all over the 
place—adding up to a game of delicious 
complications, subplots and shortcuts. 
Little wonder that Samurai TV Games, 
'which markets Nintendo's games in In¬ 
dia, gets agonized letters saying: "But the 
question is, how to find out the letter of 
tne little old lady who gives us the water 
of life? And, how to play after level 3, or, 
where are the other levels?" Replies arq 
considerately sent by the Samurai Fun 
Club to its members, with cryptic solu¬ 
tions: "Co where the jaower bracelet was 
in the first quest and go up..."? But who 
has the leisure to write out so many 
explanations? Time and Weird Dreams 
wait for no man. In this game, I enter the 
subconscious mind of a patient under¬ 
going surgery, and encounter surrealistic 
dream ima^ and symbols like carnivor¬ 
ous rose bushes and psychotic lawn 
mowers, ^nd how well I deal with them 
wmI determine the patient's mental 
health; so excuse me while I... plinka! 
shaboohl waka-waka-waka... 





COME SHAPE THE FUTURE 
OF A HIGH GROWTH COMPANY 
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(Continued from page 19) 

vision and stereophonic sound The 
world created by such a program is not 
the usual collection of computer 
vaphics to which we are accustomed, 
but a faithful, naturalistic reproduction of 
whatever is being depicted, down to the 
last detail And, most important, just as 
we are not merely observers in the world 
around us; but actually take part in it, 
changing some of its elements in the 
process, in these programs, too, a com¬ 
puter user enters the artificial world, in¬ 
teracts with It, and sees the resultant 
changes unfolding before his eyes This 
reality is totally consistent with the real 
world outside, with cause and effect fol¬ 
lowing one another m the expected 
order And people who enter it are 
undergoing what computer scientists 
have dubbed artificial experience— 
which can range from driving a car to 
walking through a house 

These are, in fact, some of the precise 
uses to which artificial reality programs 
will be put For instance, a prospective 
houseowner will be able to 'walk' 
through a house he intends to construct, 
find out if he likes the arrangements and 
fittings, and change anything that he 
wants—an unwant^ window can be re¬ 
moved with the wave of a hand a new 
one can be 'created' by taking up a saw 
and 'cutting' through the wall Another 
program will allow medical students to 
perform operations, making mistakes but 
still causing no damage of any kind, 
perfecting their science until they are 
ready to start work on real tissue 

At the heart of this futuristic software 
lies an extremely powerful library of 
visuals, which can whistle up views of 
every scene from any angle—the pers¬ 
pectives having been specially created 
from a combination of photographs and 
the laws of physics, with foreshortening 
and the movement of obiects through 
physical space having been worked out 
in precise detail Users sit down at a 
console, put on a special glove—or step 
onto a treadmill to create the feeling of 
actually walking—and a special pair of 
goggles, and voila' they're inside the 
artificial domain , 

The goggles consist of tiny video moni¬ 
tors in front of each eye, with the image 
suitably delayed between the right and 
left eye, as in real life, to produce a 3-D 
effect. Sensors in the goggles pick up 
head movements as one looks around, 
and the view on the monitors chan^ 
appropriately The glove, or the tread¬ 
mill, has Its own sensors as well, and 
hand movements—like in the case of the 
surgery—are relayed to the computer, j 
which responds accordingly. A hand on 


the screen mimics the movements of the 
user's hand, if he reaches out and mimes 
grasping something, so does the hand on 
; the screen—only, it actually picks up 
something in the room 

Apart from its obvious payoff in terms 
of Ixing a teaching and testing tool, 
artificial reality—and its associated artifi¬ 
cial experience—also holds therapeutic 
potential Psychoanalysts feel that a frus¬ 
trated, angered or unbalanced indi¬ 
vidual, who might in normal circumst 
ances run amok with a car or a gun 
killing people can now do the same 
thing on a computer—hurting no one 
but still working off their aggression and 
depravity 

At the moment the visuals available 
with the artificial reality software are 
obviously simulated computerised im 
ages despite their closeness to reality 
But a new development which is now 
being worked on will soon remove that 
feeling of simulation as well That de¬ 
velopment involves the use of 3 D 
holography in which laser beams are 
made to intersect with one another to 
produce images that are marvellously 
lifelike With the marriage between the 
compact disk (CD) and the computer 
hai/ing been consummated, the offspring 
have been endowed with the enormous 
storage capacity of the CD as well as the 
powertui data processing ability of the 
computer With laser technology replac 
ing consentional video visual displays 
will not be limited to naturalistic colour 
graphics seen through goggles—operat 
ing theatres and house interiors will be 
created by huge holographs in empty 
space, the images being stored in CDs 
instead of the present day hard disks 

The quantum leap in memory offered 
by the CD is being put to use in special¬ 
ised software as well, where vast 
amounts of data have to be stored Be¬ 
cause visuals take up a lot of space—a 
conventional CD that can carry 10 mil¬ 
lion words of text or 72 minutes of music 
can store only seven minutes of video 
(giving new meaning to the adage 'a 
picture IS worth a thousand words')—the 
new technology is particularly helpful in 
programs like Face, which police forces 
around the world will soon be using to 
construct the faces and physical charac¬ 
teristics of cnminals Face can not only 
create a drawing instantly from available 
data on body type, gender, race and 
information from witnesses, it can also 
match partial details, like teeth or eyes, 
with photographs in its bank And, given 
a face, the program can create its appear¬ 
ance at a particular time in the past or 
future. (A simpler version, called Sher¬ 
lock Holmes, islaireadyused by Indian 
Police.) Work is now in progress to bring 


in the laser technology here as well, so 
that detectives can create hologra^ic 
images of suspects at the very scene of 
crime and show them to witnesses for 
identification 

Another program where the CD is pro¬ 
ving vastly useful is a computerised 
travelling software named Timetravel In¬ 
tending visitors to London, for instance, 
can choose from a huge variety of histor¬ 
ical periods in which they would like to 
visit the city—from medieval times to the 
present A choice of circa 1600 brings up 
on their monitors London in the time of 
William Shakespeare, complete with 
roads, houses and people Visitors can 
'walk' down a road, 'turn' left and enter 
Globe Playhouse to watch Shakespeare's 
latest production As in the artificial real¬ 
ity software, an enormous library of meti¬ 
culously designed images give a feel o( 
the real thing 

Not that the CD has managed to solve 
all problem for software designers 
Creativity for instance, continues to 
elude computer programs, although 
brave attempts have been made At Cam¬ 
bridge, a computer, after much prepara¬ 
tion, produced a haiku which went "All 
white in the buds/I flash snowpeaks in 
the spring/Bang the sun has fogged De¬ 
spite being a bit short on meaning, as is 
evident here, computer programmes 
have the advantage of being quick, an 
ability used in the program named 
IdeaFisher, developed by a professional 
comedian to generate ideas for jokes 
When given a word, it provides a list of 
associated words and concepts, out of 
which a good humourist can spin puns, 
wisecracks and punchlines "Red', for 
instance, elicits, among other things 
Scarlett O Hara" and "tickled pink" “ 

Real computer creativity admittedly 
lies somewhere in the future of silicon, 
but we can always dream, can't wef And 
in case we can't there's—you guessed 
It'— a computer program to help us 
More specifically. Dream Machine can 
be hooked up to monitor a sleeper's 
eyeball movements during sleep, after a 
few minutes of rapid eye movements, 
which indicate that the sleeper is dream¬ 
ing, the program sets off an alarm so that 
he can wake up and jot down what he 
has )ust dreamt Dream Machine helps 
him by flashing archetypal dream images 
and icons across the screen, and keeps 
track of recurring dreams, at the same 
time questioning him about his experi¬ 
ences, helping to make connections be¬ 
tween those experierKes and the dreams 

What's next? How about a little elec¬ 
tronic chip imbedded behind every per¬ 
son's ear, conrrecting diem to a giant, 
sentient computer that science fiction? 
Thankfully, yes—as yeti 
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YOUR 9MOYE, 


C hess would be a difficult game to 
describe to a totally obedient 
moron. Space is not always an 
important factor unlike draughts or go. 
Material superiority is sometimes a vital 
factor, sometimes not. For every rule 
there are several exceptions. In fact a 
great player is one whose intuition tells 
him or her when an exception occurs. 

All this arises from the biggest dicho¬ 
tomy of all. The object of the game is to 
capture the king which makes that piece 
infinitely valuable. The king is also royal¬ 
ly impotent, being one of the weakest 
units on the board. Complicated huhf! 

Another complication—the number of 
possible moves in a chessgame is appro¬ 
ximately equal to the number of atoms in 
the universe—give or take a couple of 
billion. Variation-crunching by brute 
force is rather tough even on a modern 
mainframe. 

So its a challenge writing strong chess 
playing programmes. Human beings 
pick a few piossibilities out of the millions 
by a process they cannot really explain 
How do you get a moronic computer to 
do that. 

Computer programmers tend to be 
enthusiastic chess players if usually poor 
ones, and chessplayers tend to program¬ 
me lots of bugs. Lots of bright lads and 
lasses have had a good time attempting 
to codify the principles of woodpushing 
Dr Mikhail Botvinnik, a computer 
scientist who played reasonable chess 
(he was world champion from 1948-63) 
predicted in the Fifties that there would 
be Grandmaster strength programmes 
available by the 21 st century. There were 
pitying looks and whispers that "Botty's 
gone batty". 

He was rather conservative actually. In 
February 1989 a machine named Deep 
Thought started afflicting human chess¬ 
players with delirium tremens. DT tied 
for first spot with CM Tony Miles in a 
Long Beach, California meet ahead of 
738 human beings including six other 
CMs and a former world champion. 

Some said it was a fluke—DT's oppo¬ 
nents had perhaps erred humanly. With¬ 
in six months the euphoneously named 
Carnegie Mellon machine stretched both 
Karpov and Kasparov to the limit before 
going down. 

Now people started discussing the 
implications of having non-human mem¬ 
bers in the CM Association. There have 
been no title applications by a machine 
yet but the time will surely come— 
perhaps before this year is out. 


BLIP BLIP 


There are now hundreds of chess- 
playing programmes and machines on 
the market. Most are not in the class of 
OT but they are all getting better, quickly 
and surely. Kasparov may well be the 
first world champion who has to defend 
his title against a machine. Also the 
Queen hit. Another one bytes the dust 
now has sinister connotation for chess¬ 
players. 

All the machines have interesting 
names like Mephisto and Sargon. The 


There's no law that says 
that a Grandmaster has 
to be human. So watch 
out, Kasparov. 
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first machine, of course, was the mecha¬ 
nical Turk which was exhibited at the 
turn of the century. This actually had a 
human being concealed in its artistically 
designed innards. 

Some of them, like Boris for example, 
are endorsed by lop players like Boris 
Spassky, and the Kasparov Galileo is 
endorsed by you know who. Most of the 
new models have large opening books' 
incorporated in the programme. These 
randomly select well known gambits and 
defences. Some have several levels of 
play in order to give all classes of players 
a good game. 

Pretty soon one will witness regular 
man versus machine mt'ets. The Kaspar¬ 
ov Galileo was launched at |adisplay in 
Zurich where the world champion and 
eight other top players took on 181 
machines, simultaneously and not loo 
successfully. CM Lajos Portisch, a world 
championship candidate for two decades 
went down while the world champion 
was in trouble against one of his digital 
clones. 

Sometimes strange glitches are disco¬ 
vered in programmes. Some programmes 
maniacally push pawns and repeatedly 
make the same errors. More subtle is the | 
"horizon effect". Unlike human beings | 


computers are normally programmed to 
calculate, say five moves deep. A cun¬ 
ning human being will then start looking 
for traps which arei 'over the horizon* 
that is six or more moves deep. 

The attempt to develop better chess 
playing machines has resulted in cross¬ 
fertilisation. Programmers have benefit- 
ted by learning new techniques to repli¬ 
cate intuition. Chess players have learnt 
more about calculating like machines. 

Computer 'seconds' are also m vogue. 
Players feed in position and use the 
self-play capacity to search for new 
possibilities. This is safer than using a 
human second who may leak informa- 
' tion to opponents. 

Most of all, playing chess with a 
computer is unalloy^ fun The compu¬ 
ter has unlimited patience and will waif 
uncomplainingly for its master to make a 
move He can always pull the plug or 
retract a bad move. When he's feeling 
sadistic he can play deliberately badly 
and then switch sides. Most of all a 
victorious computer does not gloat 
though cheeky repartee is sometimes 
programmed in by those who like a bit of 
needle. But by defintion a computer's 
bark can only be as good as its byte. 

In 2001-A Space Odyssey the super 
ship's computer HAL 90(X) plays chess 
with its astronaut charges in order to 
keep them sane. HAL also cheats—in 
order to let them win occasionally. In a 
quirky twist HAL eventually goes in¬ 
sane—something that hapjjens to a lot of 
chessplayers. 

The possibilities are endless. In this 
century the Russians have dominated 
chess. In the 21st it may well be 
machines. Kasparov has gone on record 
that he sees it as his duty to the human 
race to maintain the superiority of flesh 
and blood over the mean machfoe. He 
also admits that it is getting more and 
more difficult. Incidentally there is a 
$1,000,000 award going to the first 
machine that beats the world champion. 

Maybe there will be a machine world 
champion by the next decade. Maybe 
some engineer will invent some inge¬ 
nious device to nobble the incorruptible 
computer. Here in Bengal of course the 
WBSEB will no doubt do its best to 
ensure that they are unable to function at 
all. 
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HARDSELl, 


o you want to buy a computerl 
You must have your own reasons 
for owning one of these gadgets 
which will eventually change your life at 
home (make life miserable HI!). Your 
reason may be that you want one be¬ 
cause the neighbour has one. Or be- 
causejt's Diwali, and you already have a 
colour*TV, a VCR, a push button phone, 
a tape recorder and a compact disk, and 
you don't know what to get now. Or 
because your son/daughter is attending a 
school which has introduced him/her to 
this contraption, and he/she is making 
your life miserable about practising for 
the oncoming examinations. Or because 
you use such a tool at office and wish 
you had one at home so that you could 
meet that deadline without staying late at 
office (instead you wish you could work 
at home, and maybe, impress the family 
with your expertise). 

Anyway, no matter what your reason 
for wanting to own a computer, the im¬ 
portant point is that you have decided 
that you need such a thing. It's a wise 
decision. I don't have one at home, but I 
wish I had one, if I could afford one. No, 
don't panic, it's not that expensive. But it 
could become so, once you have de¬ 
cided what you really want. 

And what you really want is related to 
your basic reason for wanting one. 

Computers come in many shapes and 
sizes. There are 8-bit and 16-bit and 
32-bit computers, they come with 32 
kilobytes of RAM (Random Access Mem¬ 
ory) or 256 KB (kilobytes) or 640 KB, or 1 
MB (megabyte), you can have a regular 
keyboard or an extended keyboard or 
one that has 'chiclets'. You can buy a TV 
or you can use the one at home. You can 
have tapes or disks, and in the later case 
you can choose 3.5", or 5.25" or 8". And 
so on. 

Enough of all this confusing talk. What 
is important to understand is that these 
choices are made available because 
each choice offers a specific advantage, 
or addresses a specific need. It is not 
necessary to have all of them, but it is 
essential to have some of them. The ven¬ 
dors give you these choices not to con¬ 
fuse you, but to tailor your computer 
system to your need (and pocket). 

We will classify your reasons by the 
objective that you wish to achieve: 

• You want to buy a computer so as to 
ensure that your children, who have 
been introduced to computers in school, 
or who soon will be, have the opportun¬ 


ity to understand this monster, and in the 
process you hope you will too. 

• You want to learn to use this machine 
so that you can improve your own pro¬ 
ductivity. Or that you are already using 
one of these at office, and you want to’ 
finish off your work at home, over that 
weekend. 

So the reason is your own productivity 
and/or your children's need. If it is only 
for your children, and you have no in¬ 
terest of your own (you’ll soon get 
addicted to it, so think about it) then you 
need to investigate what computers are 
being used in their schools. These could 
be BBC Micro machines or IBM PC com¬ 
patible systems. If IBM compatibles are 
being us^, then I would strongly recom¬ 
mend that you go in for one of these. If 
only BBC Micros are being used, then 
visit the school, and talk to their teachers 
and discuss whether the IBM compatible 


RUMMY NARANG tells 
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can meet their requirement. The BBC 
Micro is an excellent machine, it has 
very good educational software available 
on it, but it is limited in scope—as far as 
the full family's use is concerned. And 
believe me, everybody in the family is 
going to be using it very soon (even the 
dog for its many hiding places for your 
slippers). So, if it is for yourself and your 
family, then the choice is the IBM PC 
compatible. 

But please don't get me wrong. The 
BBC Micro computer (like the HOPE 
machine) is excellent to get introduced to 
computers. It has some very good soft¬ 
ware available. (Software is what you get 
on disks or tapes, which make the com¬ 
puter do all those wonderful things at 
such fantastic speeds.) It is a very good 
entry point introduction to computers, 
and it is easy on the pocket. But, you will 
soon grow out of it (as many of the DB 
Spectrum owners will vouch to you), and 
then you will have to buy the big daddy 
(as compared to the BBC)—the IBM PC 
compatible. 

The PC, as I will refer to the IBM PC 
compatible, was introduced quite some¬ 
time ago, and was aimed at personal 
productivity. But it is now used in many 
ways—even by the shopkroper at the 
corner to keep track of his inventory. 


I Depending on what you are going to 
use the computer for, you can make a list 
I of the various kinds of software that you 
may need. This list would then decide 
the various features that you must have 
on the computer so as to enjoy/achieve 
your objective. If you are using a compu¬ 
ter in the office, then you would have 
access to the software you need (but 
don't tell anyone you are taking—pirat¬ 
ing—it away. If nobody knows, nobody 
cares. But always remember that piracy, 
is an offence, arid that if you bought your 
own software, then nobody can call any¬ 
body a thief). But you may not have 
ready access to the educational software 
that IS available on the BBC Micro. 
Please note: the software that your child 
needs to prepare for the computer exam 
in school, is available. I am referring to 
that software that is available on the BBC 
that may teach your child other subjects 
such as math, or physics, or chemistry, 
or English, and so on. Such software is 
available for the PC, but currently, not in 
India. 

Some organisations have been offering 
low priced computers: a computer with 
256 KB memory, one floppy disk drive 
and a monitor for iRs 12,(X)0 . Such a 
computer system would definitely work, 
but it is not a practical configuration. I 
would recommend that you buy the full 
640 KB memory, at least two floppy 
drives (if you replaced one of the floppy 
disk drives with a hard disk, I would be 
more comfortable), and a monitor and 
keyboard. Such a system would cost you 
more than Rs 25,000 but it would de¬ 
finitely allow you to work with most of 
the software available on the market. 
You do not have to buy a printer—you 
could either use the one at office, or 
maybe go to the corner computer centre 
and get your stuff printed at a nominal 
charge. 

And you must insist that the supplier 
load the operating system on the 
machine. Without the O/S, your compu¬ 
ter will not work. And insist that the 
supplier give you a copy of the O/S on a 
disk. 

And join a computer club. This will 
give you access to a body of computer 
users with whom you can discuss your 
problems (and even share your software). 

And be ready to buy another computer 
at the earliest—the one you have is soon 
going to be in such demand, that you 
may have to line up for it, or use it after 
everyone has gone to sleep. 

Happy computing. 
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TBE RtGttW 
COVMtSE 


U nlike previous occasions the CSI 
exhibition will no longer remain 
the domain of the computer liter¬ 
ate only. Thanks to the new-found 
acceptance of the edict "you may love 
computers or you may hate them, but in 
modern times you will not be able to do 
without them" the average (alcuttan will 
flock to the exhibition to quench this 
new found thirst for knowledge about 
this hi-tech marvel 
Over the past four years various com¬ 
puter training organisations have sensed 
this feeling of acceptance among the 
average Calcuttan.especially the younger 
generation, and moved into the city to 
cash in on the resulting explosion of 
demand in computer related training A 
city where 10 years ago you could count 
the number of computer training centres 
on one hand is suddenly witnessing the 
mushrooming of training centres and 
computer clubs all over, even in places 
like Santoshpur and Belgharia Hoard 
mgs, newspaper ads and banners extoll 
mg the virtues of these institutions are 
luring in hundreds of people craving to 
become computer experts 

Computer education means different 
things to different people While it pro 
vides a new status symbol to the young 
upper class person as a logii al extension 
of his "yuppie image" the underlying, 
motive IS far more relevant and under¬ 
standable when it comes to the middle- 
class Calcuttan The vast employment 
potential of the computer industry has 
provided him with new hope in a city 
where job opportunities are otherwise 
not growing. 

Unfortunately, along with reputed 
training organisations of long standing 
experience a very large number of fly-by- 
night operators without any credent>als 
whatsoever have decided to make a 
quick buck out of this phenomenon, 
specially in the suburban areas of the 
city. These people have overnight set up 
"Computer Centres providing training of 
the highest quality guided by experi¬ 
enced computer professionals" In reality 
these centres are far from what they 
claim to be. Poorly equipped—with 
obooleie machines and a semi-trained 


staff—they lure gullible career 
seeking Calcuttans with tall promises of 
")ob Guarantee with reputed organisa 
tions' The people who pass out from 
these centres with hopes of a lucrative 
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(areer find themselves stranded in a job 
market that is highly tiemanding and 
quality constlous The lucky ones who 
do manage employment hnd Ihc'mselves 
hopelessly out of depth and thoroughly 


unprepared to handle the real life en¬ 
vironment According to a disgusted 
senior consultant from the industry, "Em¬ 
ploying jjeople passing out from such 
sh.idy institutions is as good as commil- 
ing |)rofessional h.ir,ikiri. Their produc¬ 
tivity IS vc“ry low, their technical know¬ 
ledge poor and iheir business com¬ 
munication skills atrocious" 

I he words ot this particular exjierl 
make it quite obvious that without 
proper career counselling, guidance and 
sc lentilic c hannelising of this demand for 
computer education, the irememdous 
manjiower jtolenlial ( alculia has in this 
field vsill Ix' rc'ducc'd to a m.iss of 
semiskilled cIcTical quality aspirants 
completely ignorc'd by a contemptuous 
industry 

Bc'fore embarking on this search for 
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computer knowledge it is important for 
an aspirant to "computer lit^acy' to 
understand and analyse his own objec* 
tives. Is it mere thirst for knowledge that 
drives him to educate himself or dws he 
plan to find a career on the basis of this 
knowledge? Does he feel that knowledge 
of computers will be an added advantage 
in his existing career or will computers 
Iwlp him streamline his business activi¬ 
ties?! According to L. Gopinath, area 
manager of Oatapro Information Tech¬ 
nology in Calcutta, knowing one's objec¬ 
tives in advance can help an aspirant 
choose the right course, one which 
corresponds with what he wants to 
achieve. According to Dr Smaranjit Dey, 
group consultant at the National Institute 
of Information Technology (NUT), just as 
important is the aspirant's attitude to¬ 
wards computers. What this means is 
that any subconscious mental block or 
preconceived, unsubstantiated notion 
about the subject can lead to serious 
deficiencies in the learning process. A 
jaerson who lacks sincere interest in 
computers as a subject and is only 
interested because it can help him find a 
job will probably make a very poor 
student. He'd be better off spending his 
time and money elsewhere. 

The next stage is even more important; 
finding an institution which suits his 
requirements. This is an extremely diffi¬ 
cult task, sjaecially with over 200 such 
schools to choose from. In most cases the 
aspirant dejaends on references from 
other students, advertisements in news- 
pajaers or simply plumps for a conve¬ 
niently located centre. 

A more scientific method, though, 
would be to devise a tabular chart 
containing various decision making fac¬ 
tors like course contents, cost, timef¬ 
rame, references, recognition, location 
etc. By visiting various institutions and 
putting down the information obtained 
from them against each factor an aspirant 
can make a clear comparative study 
before taking a decision. 

Finally comes the most critical test of 
all. The aspirant has to find out whethet 
he has the fundamental skills to take on a 
computer course or not. This kind of test 
is normally administered by the institu¬ 
tions themselves, generally consisting of 
a test of reasoning, numerical ability and ‘ 
English, not different from the examina¬ 
tion held for clerical jobs ih banks. The 
aspirant should try. to avoid institutions 
which do not require any test at alt. In all 
probability if the aspirant does not have 
the basic skills, he will be wasting his 
time and money. If the aspirant does not., 
perform satisfactorily in a test he should 
not be discouraged. He should instead 
rectify his deficiencies and take up the 
course when he has sufficiehtly im¬ 
proved. 


T he courses available to the aspirant 
can be categorised as academic and 
vocational. The first consists of full- 
fledged degree courses in computer sci¬ 
ences and applications conducted by 
engineering colleges and management 
institutes. These programmes are long 
term, highly comjietitive and require a 
very high degree of logical and mathe¬ 
matical skills. Since these courses are 
part of the curricula of reputed institu- 
I tions like the NTs, IIMs ladavpur and 
Calcutta students passing out from there 
are snapped up by organisations like 
banks, computer manufacturers and 
multinationals. The kind of programmes 
available under this category are B. 
Tech, M. Tech & Ph. D in computer 
science & engineering for the research 
and development-oriented students. 
Master of Computer Applications (MCA) 
for those who are interested in applying 
computer technology to business and 
industry needs and finally MBA (Informa¬ 
tion Systems) for those who would like to 
specialise in computer applications to 
aid analysis and dissemination of man¬ 
agement information. Normally many of 
the modules in the programmes men¬ 
tioned are common and often overlap. It 
Is only during the advanced stages of the 
programmes that the students branch out 
into areas of specialisation. 

Interestingly, the Regional Computer 
Centre, IcKated at ladavpur University 
but funded independently by the Central 
government conducts an excellent voca¬ 
tional Post-Graduate Diploma in Com¬ 
puter Applications (DCA). The industry is 
all praise for this intermediate course 
which not only has the supjxirt of the 
best faculty available in Calcutta but is 
also recognised all over the country. But 
admission to this course is through a very 
tough competitive examination and is 
restricted to science and commerce 
graduates only. 

This stance of the RCC has been 
criticised by many in the computer 
training industry. Pummy Narang, a 
leading consultant in the city and fran¬ 
chisee of the APPLE Computer Education 
Centre in Calcutta feels that this kind of 
discrimination anywhere can lead (o 
)x>tential talents from other streams of 
education losing out to mediocre aspir¬ 
ants from science and commerce. Smar- 
anjit Dey of NIIT strongly believes that a 
formal background in science or com¬ 
merce is not required for aspirants who 
plan to work at the application level. But 
for more research-oriented work, a strong 
mathematical background is essential, 
he adds. A mathematical/engineering 
background is definitely desirable also 
for ^spirants who want to use computers 
for scientific/ engineering analysis. 


The vocational courses are conducted 
mainly by private 

institutions all over the city. These can be 
roughly divided into three kinds Per¬ 
sons aspiring for a full-fime career in 
computers should normally opt for the 
comprehensive long-term courses rang¬ 
ing from one to two years. These long¬ 
term courses start with computer fun¬ 
damentals, lake you through a gamut of 
programming languages, leach you l.ow 
to design a computerised system sjiecific 
to real life applications and finish off with 
a live project on their own premises or in 
a local organisation. Short-term courses 
ranging from six weeks to six months are 
also available in sjjecialised subjects of 
interest e.g. in the COBOL language or 
the UNIX operating system. These 
courses are more valuable to people who 
are already working on computers in 
some capacity and would like to sjaecial- 
ise or extend their knowledge. There are 
short-term courses on general awareness 
tor people who arc simply (urious or 
would like to get a clearer picture before 
they decide to go in for a long-term 
course. For the busy executive or 
businessman who has no time to attend 
courses, there are executive develop¬ 
ment programmes ranging Irom one to 
14 days conducted in luxury hotels with 
lunch and refreshments. The retcntivity 
value of these programmes is unlikely to 
be very high. People attending these 
programmes are more interested in the 
contents of the day's menu rather than 
the beautifully printed and bound tourse 
material 

Computer related education can be 
further subdivided into areas of spe¬ 
cialisation dejaending on its relevance to 
a person. Sujoy Das, partner in a char¬ 
tered accountants firm, digs into books 
on computer applications whenever he 
has the time. He is not realiv interested 
in programming, but would like to add 
design of computerised accounting sys¬ 
tems as a logical extension to the services 
he offers to his clients. Systems analysis, 
more a management than a computer 
subject, IS his area of sjsecialisation. 

Mihir Ray, chairman of a phar¬ 
maceutical company, has specific man¬ 
agement information and documentation 
needs which can be successfully met by 
learning how to use pat kaged computer 
software like word processors and elec¬ 
tronic spreadsheets. He needs to know 
only how to operate the relevant soft¬ 
ware packages to get necessary results. 
Programming and systems analysis are 
irrelevant to him. What he needs to 
know is how to switch on the computer 
and get to his programme. He is in¬ 
terested in computers merely as an end 
user. For him a short programme 
teaching IBM PC packages like Lotus 
123, Wordstar or dbaselll plus is suffi- 


37 


C-DAC develops GIST 9000, the world’s first Universal Script Processor. 


GIST: One of its kind. The GIST card allows your 
PC to be used as a Universal Script Processor for 
all living languages of the world This is also 
possible with your GIST terminal for any multi¬ 
user computer GIST is an advanced, yet low-cost 
computing technology, that employs GIST 9000 
ASIC along with a powerful 32-bit 
microprocessor 68008 

Revolutionary in concept and content. 
GIST IS an interface between the 
Language and the Computer You 
can enter data in any script 
14 Indian languages. English. 
Russian. Thai, and the Perso- 
Arabic languages Whatever you 
undertake on your PC can now be done in any 
language with equal ease' 
if Scripts can be used along with popular 
packages like d Base, spreadsheets, etc. 


★ Transliteration is possible between the scnpts 

★ Multiple scripts can co-exist with standard 
display attributes 

Appiications unlimited. Script is no longer a 
barrier for Information Technology — GIST has 
unleashed a whole range of applications. For 
example, library information systems and desk top 
publishing can be made available in different 
scripts 

You can also convert the Madras Telephone 
Directory from English into Tamil., .change the 
Srinagar Urdu daily to English...computerize land 
records in the local language., .subtitle movies 

with ease.Sfnce the script CDCiCI 

doesn’t confine you, let your CENTRE FOR 

imagination soarl DEVELOPMENT 


GIST. 

Now imagination it your barriar. 


CENTRE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF ADVANCED 
COMPUTING 

A8oiontd«9eoiotyo( 

OowmmontofinAa 


Centre fix D«vetoprnent of AdvvKMdComputinQ Pune University Campus 
Pune411007 Indis TsI (212)332461/79/83^4Pax (212)337551 Tbi 0146^15 


Available from AEM, NITEL, Quark, VSS, Blue Star, Wipro, Abacus, AMI Sanag, Atre Visuals, Caditronica, CRIS, Databyte, 
DSS, OCM, Hindustan Teleprinters, KELTRON, tndchem, Modi Olivetti, Oritech, Pycom, RaiaethenElectronice&lnsimnents, 
Sntek, Thermax. UPTRON 



cient. 

Sotna Gupta is a programmer with a 
large export house working with person¬ 
al computers. Mrs Gupta wants to learn 
an advanced programming language cal¬ 
led 'C' because she feels that her produc¬ 
tivity will improve by incorporating this 
knowledge in her work, which increases 
in complexity day by day. 

Betty Basu, a hotel management 
graduate wants to know it all. She aims 
at being a computer specialist so that she 
can design and develop software for her 
chosen profession, the hospitality indus¬ 
try. To achieve this ambitious task, Ms 
Basu has to be a proficient computer 
user, a good programmer, an excellent 
systems analyst and an efficient manager 
of computer resources. Hence, she 
attends a one-year comprehensive diplo¬ 
ma, course at the National Institute of 
Information Technology (NUT) to 
achieve all-round proficiency. 

Vocational courses catering to all aspects 
of computer learning i.e. programming, 
systems analysis and design as well as 
end-user applications are available in 
this city through nationally and interna¬ 
tionally reputed training organisations. 
With a little bit of planning and patience 
as mentioned earlier it is possible for an 
aspirant to get into the right course in a 
reputed institution. 

Among the hundreds of training orga¬ 
nisations which have sprouted in this 
city, the institutions which have really 
left a mark of quality are the National 
Institute of Information Technology, 
Datapro Information Technology and 
CMC Ltd. These organisations are men- 
tionable not only because of their profes¬ 
sional approach and high quality of 
teaching, but also because they are 
officially and unofficially recognised by 
various segments of business & industry 
in India and abroad. A late but neverthe¬ 
less important entrant in the fray is the 
APPLE Computer Education Centre. 

There is really very little to choose 
from among these institutions as far as 
the type of courses and the course 
contents are concerned. The difference 
lies more in the course structure and 
training methodology that can be plus or 
minus a few points depending on the 
varying objectives and skills of individual 
aspirants. 

CMC Ltd, a public sector organisation 
with vast expertise in various areas of 
computer technology probably ranks the 
highest in terms of faculty expertise. This 
very advantage turns to a disadvantage 
where long-term courses are concerned 
since the cost of engaging such person¬ 
nel in a single course over an extended 
period becomes prohibitive to the com¬ 
pany and therefore to the participant. 
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CMC IS a favourite with people already 
engaged in computer related activities 
who want to attend short-term intensive 
courses in highly specialised subjects. 
The courses are full day and expensive. 
Participants are normally sponsored by 
employers. A calender of CMC courses is 
available at its office on Camac Street. 

N ut— the largest single training orga¬ 
nisation in the country with over 42 
centres (excluding franchisees)—has two 
centres* in Calcutta, the mam one at 
Azimgunge House on Camac St and a 
branch in Salt Lake. It is the most popular 
training institution among the younger 
generation, largely because it is unoffi¬ 
cially recognis^ among many corporate 
houses as a reliable recruitment source 
for trainee level requirements. Along 
with the usual gamut of short term 
courses in general awareness, computer 
languages and operating systems, NUT 
offers three long-term post graduate di¬ 
ploma courses in system management. 
Students can choose a one-year prog¬ 
ramme, and optionally extend it to an 
18-month honours programme and furth¬ 
er up to a two-year advanced programme 
depending on a 70 per cent plus per¬ 
formance at each stage. An excellent 
performance in the admission test, con¬ 


sisting of test of re.isoning, numerical 
ability and English communication and 
interview ensures direc I admission in the 
two-year advanced diploma. The one- 
year programme is completely based on 
the IBM PC and aspirants wanting expo¬ 
sure to computing techniques on the 
larger mini computers are offered UNIX 
aneJ C training in the 18 month- 
programme. The two year programme 
gives additional modules, vei'y advanced 
hi-tech computer concepts like fourth 
generation languages,artificial intelli¬ 
gence, computer-aided sy items en¬ 
gineering etc. The two-year programme 
will give the graduates education con¬ 
tinuity and relevance well into the future. 

According to Betty Basu, her one-year 
course gives her approximately 96 hours 
of classroom sessions and the same 
amount of time in the practical labora¬ 
tory. The classrooms themselves consist 
of a large number of personal computers 
fbr demonstration exercises. Lecturers 
depend largely on audio-visual aids like 
video, overhead transparerKy projec¬ 
tions and computer-based training soft¬ 
ware for classroom presentations. NUT is 
affiliated to a US-based organisation 
called the American Council of Educa¬ 
tion which allows its students to claim 
credits in specific American universities. 
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news-updates 

Every single signal from Akashvant is brought to you via audio tapes from one organisation. 
Hindustan Photo Films 

HPF’s INDU Audio Tapes come in spools and cassettes. And have achieved world standards 
in professional audio tapes made in India 

Made in collaboration with world leader Magna Tontrager Produktions GmbH of West 
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The common complaint.' about NUT is 
that the Camac Street centre is so over¬ 
crowded with students that they can be 
found sitting on the staircases of Azim- 
gunj House and even spilling over to the 
sidewalk on Camac Street while waiting 
for their classes to start. A more serious 
complaint comes from prospective em¬ 
ploye. Many of them feel that the stu¬ 
dents come out with sky high expecta¬ 
tions regarding their job content and are 
consequently dissillusioned when they 
have to start at the bottom of the rung. 
This is an area which happens to be the 
direct responsibility of the concerned 
counsellor and placement executive. 

Oatapro Information Technology, 
another very reputed company is a more 
recent addition to the city, having taken 
off in 1988, This organisation which also 
boasts of a large number of centres all 
over India, has so far only one centre in 
south Calcutta—Lake Road. They have 
plans to open two more centres, one on 
Loudon Street and another in Salt Lake. 
Since its establishment, Dalapro has 
provided keen competition to NUT. 
While the standard of its permanent 
faculty is probably not as high as NUT, 
Datapro scores over NUT with its ATCs or 
authorised training courses. It is the 
authorised training centre for three major 
American software companies, Micro¬ 
soft Corpn, Lotus Development Corpn 
and Autodesk Inc. Datapro hence has 
access to training aids and material 
directly from the the manufacturers of 
international standard packaged software 
like MS-word for word processing, 
LOTUS 123, the world favourite in 
spreadsheets and Autocad, the most 
popular software for computer-aided enr 
gineering design. End-users of these soft¬ 
ware are numerous in Calcutta and 
would do well to take formal training 
from Datapro. 

Training certificates for these packages 
are provided by the manufacturers them¬ 
selves, thus lending more credibility to 
the ATCs. On the higher end Oatapro 
conducts two long- term courses, a one 
year Diplima in Computer Science, and 
an 18-month Master in Computer Scien¬ 
ce. According to L. Gopinath, area 
manager, these courses stand apart from 
other similar courses in that they are 
completely modular. Each module is an 
independent short-term course in itself 
and a specified number of modules lead 
up to a diploma. This kind of system is 
advantageous to aspirants with less than 
clear-cut objectives who would prefer 
working up the ladder one step at a time 
rather than invest in a long-term course. 
One major disadvantage of the modular 
systen^accordlng to Debashish Gupta of 
the APPLE Computer Education Centre,is 
that it actually discourages a student 
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from devising a proper long-term objec¬ 
tive so important to planning a career. 

The APPLE Computer Education Cen¬ 
tre whose strongest asset is its interna¬ 
tional collaboration with the National 
Computing Centre, UK, has since its 
inception in 1985 in Bombay trained 
almost 12,500 students all over India. 
Unfortunately , this high profile training 
organisation has been a late entrant here. 
Still, initial figures of 150 students in the 
first month of operation shows that their 
future as a training force in Calcutta is to 
be taken seriously both by competitors 
and aspirants. 

APPLE does not give its own certifi¬ 
cates and diplomas.What it does is|coach 
students for two important international 
computer examinations held by NCC- 
UK worldwide, the International Diplo¬ 
ma in Computer Programming and Ap¬ 
plications (IDCPA) and the International 
Diploma in Computer Studies (IDCS). 
The first exam requires a coaching 
jaeriod of one year and the second, 18 
months. On completion of coaching, the 
student takes the offical exam conducted 
directly by NCC officials visiting India. 
Certificates and diplomas are directly 
issued by NCC-UK. APPLE also conducts 
independent short-term courses on spe¬ 
cialised subjects. The examinations are 
conducted and certificates issued by 
NCC. 

Since NCC is a well known name in 
computer circles, manufacturers and 
software houses will probably look to¬ 
wards APPLE passouts for filling in junior 
level positions. APPLE passouts will also 
have clout with multinationals of British 
origin. Computer jaersonnel planning to 
work abroad, esp^ially in Common¬ 
wealth countries like the British Isles, 
Singajwre, Hong Kong and Australia will 
find that short of a full-fledged academic 
degree in computers,'an NCC diploma 
will stand them in good stead because of 
its international acceptability. APPLE 
programmes are comprehensive hierar¬ 
chical courses which do not follow the 
modular system since they are bound by 
the objective of preparing a student for a 
specific public examination. Their clas¬ 


sroom methods are state-of-the-art. Pre¬ 
sentations are made with the help of 
Kodak datashow video projection sys¬ 
tems which magnify the screen of an 
operational computer to blackboard size 
thus making teaching by example truly 
effective. A large number of jjersonal 
computers complete the lab infrastruc¬ 
ture. The beginning seems good, but 
how effective APPLE training will be for 
the aspirants is to be judged over a 
longer period of time. APPLE is situated 
at the crossing of Middleton Row and 
Camac Street in a new building. 

While talking about the high calibre of 
training these organisations impart it 
must be said in the same breath that their 
courses are prohibitively expensive. At a 
glance, NUT charges Rs 12-15000 for its 
diploma courses while Datapro is slightly 
cheajser at Rs 10,000. APPLE charges 
about the same as NUT, plus £70 in 
foreign exchange from the students' Re¬ 
serve Bank allowance. Schemes for in¬ 
stallment payment do not ease things 
very much for the middle class aspirant. 

For aspirants who simply cannot pay 
so much but would still like to undertake 
a fair standard of computer training, 
branches of Lakhotia Computer Centre 
are there in many places in the city. A 
local outfit of long standing, LCC is 
unique in the sense that it also conducts 
training exclusively for women in col¬ 
laboration with the two YWCA branches 
in the city. A real boon for paranoid 
parents who wouldn't like their young 
daughters to come in contact with com¬ 
puter class Casanovas. LCC offers a 
variety of short-term courses on program¬ 
ming and packaged software as well as a 
one-year diploma course. The exclusive 
courses for women offer certificates from 
the vocational wing of the YWCA. 

For computer enthusiasts and hob¬ 
byists, PCCentre, a well-equipped com¬ 
puter club on Lansdowne Road near 
Hindustan Club, offers a relaxed setting 
for meddling with the machines. It is not 
possible to cover all the good computer 
training setups in the city and hence only 
those with large infrastructures to cater to 
a lot of people are covered. But with 
time and increasing demand, those orga¬ 
nisations which maintain consistently 
high standards and ojaerate with honesty 
and genuine concern for the paying 
students will sooner or later be able to 
compare with institutions like NUT, AP¬ 
PLE, Oatapro and CMC. 

With proper planning, guidance and 
support from Calcutta's computer 
fraternity and consistent, high-quality, 
up-to-date education from reputed train¬ 
ing organisations, the existing potential 
of a traditionally cerebral city tike Cal¬ 
cutta can be converted into a force to 
reckon with in the computer world. 
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REVOILTION 

Datalab’s Xtermin^Js the cost-effective way to keep pace 
with growing conip^ationaliith'd graphic needs. 


Compatible with any UNIX system 
regardless of vendor the Datalab colour 
Xtcrminal with its X Window System 
IS the sensible alternative to bulky 
expensive workstations Functions as a 
high pertormance display workstation 
Saves big money 

The Datalab Xtcrminal offers connectivity 
with anv mini computer or workstation 
which runs on the UNIX operating 
system and pros ides networking 
through Ethernet Fhc Datalab 
Xtcrminal supports network 
transparency via the industry standard 
Ethernet NFS and TCP/IP 
The heart of the Datalab Xterminal is 
the Xengine card which utilizes an Intel 
80960 32-bit microprocessor Using this 
advanced RISC technology it is 
capable of execution rates in excess of 
7 5 MIPS at 20 MHz dock speed 
The Datalab Xterminal has 256 colours 






available from a pallette of 16 7 million 
colours and with additional cursor 
planes provides a true flicker-free display 
Its high band width 19 inch colour 
monitor has a resolution of 


1024 X 800 pixels 

The Datalab Xterminal provides an 
unbeatable pnie performance package 
Backed by state of the art technology 
from LABTAM Ltd Australia s leading 
computer company and beta site for 
AT & T and Intel it is not only 
future-ready but future dominant 
Gef m touch with us a discussion mm 
demonstration of the Datalab range or 
'vntact Jbr detailed hrothiire 
Discover how simply you can 
anhcipate tomorrow's needs today 
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Comprehensive Info Tech 
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Development Software (x'lriveroion 
Systems Consaitaric y triiginoi'niig 
Consultancy CAD Corpomtet oriiputer 
Tr<jining DTP and Data Proc c j mg 

CAD C^AM operations havt' exceptioiicil 
versatility and peispertive We have had 
wide experience’ of computerisation in 
I inane e Bankiiig Investment Insuranc e 
IHospitals/Health Plans and Marketing as 
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Killing Calcutta 
for Lucre? 

V.S. Naipaul has conve¬ 
niently koied Calcutta so as 
to sen a book pnced at Rs 
250 (August 26}! 

There seem to be two 
reasons for Naipaul’s 
seeing Calcutta m a diffe¬ 
rent li^L First, he was a 
younger man when he vi¬ 
sited Calcutta earlier. He 
can no longer see things 
from a fresh pomt, but only 
as Rabindranath once did: 
an old man’s melancholy 
farewell to Calcutta. 

Secondly, the very way 
in which he visited south 
Calcutta shows he has seen 
only one side of the com. 
He admits havmg gone by a 
car m the early hours. To 
visit a lane of south Calcut¬ 
ta, a tar is the worst vehi¬ 
cle possible. From central 
Calcutta the best way 
would be to take the Metro 
to Rabindra Sarobar or Tol- 
lygunge and walk the rest 
of the distance. A car 
would take more time to 
enter a lane than it would 
to reach the lane! 

ManoJ Mishra, 

Ranchi 

■ In the extract from 
Naipaul’s book (September 
2), It was stated. “This was 
the madent m North Bihar, 
after which the Naxalite 
movement was named ” 


But it is a well known fact 
that the Naxalite move¬ 
ment first started fi:om 
a tiny village adjacent to 
Naxaban PS, a small town 
in North Bengal. 

Sushil Kumar Sarkar, 
Siliguri (W.B.) 

Deadly Disease 

The cover story, ‘AIDS 
Strikes Calcutta' (August 
19), was very timely. It is a 
matter of great regret that 
the state government is 
taking no mterest to curb 
this serious trend or m pro- 
vidmg proper treatment for 
AIDS patients m hospitals. 

The social orgamsations 
and youth groups of the 
aty should also cooperate 
with the government in 
making people aware of 
this deadly disease. 
Harekrushna Mahanta, 
Bokaro (Bihar) 

■ AIDS, m fart, struck 
Calcutta a long tune ago 
Sunil Sachdev, 

Calcutta 

■ Your perception that 
women are the only car¬ 
riers of the disease is 
wrong. Men and women 
are equally responsible 
Jeteendra Kishor 
Sahoo, 

Burla (Onssa) 

Even the doctors are reluc¬ 
tant to treat AIDS patients! 
If this trend goes on, we 



Om face of Calcutta 


will have to face the music 
of this deadliest of all dis¬ 
eases. It has every possi¬ 
bility of breakmg out m 
epidemic form by 2000 AD. 
Manohar Mandal, 
Nabadwip (W.B.) 

Hemaiit’s Music 

Your tribute to Hemant 
Kumar on his first death 
anniversary was touchmg 
(September 23). He was 
the last of the ^ngali ‘line’ 
that gave us jewels like 
Pankqi MuUick, Sachin Dev 
Burman and K.C. Dey 

Rich and full, his distinc¬ 
tive voice helped popula¬ 
rise many heroes, but age 
and illness prevented him 
from smging much in the 
last years of his life. 

After his service to 
music for more than 40 
years, this thorou^ gent¬ 
leman left us at the age of 
69. But his songs and tunes 
will be remembered for 
ages to come. 

Ramesh Pal Tewari, 
Calcutta 

Lata s Record 

Vivek Agarwal pointed out 
in his letter (Post Mortem. 
September 9) that Mohd. 
Rafi IS the record holder for 
the maximum number of 
songs. That is not correct 

Who else but the legen¬ 
dary Lata Mangeshkar 
could have the record in 
her name with 30,000 
songs up to 1987 (Gmnness 
Book of Records, 1990)? 
Saurav Mitra, 

Calcutta 

Rail’s Voice 

1 was delighted to find that 
lovely sketch and transla¬ 
tion of songs of Mohd Rafi 
Ouly 29 ) on the occasion 
of his 10th death 
anniversary. 

In the near future we ex¬ 
pect to ^e a similar tribute 
to Kishore Kumar, but 
please translate his sen¬ 
timental numbers and not 
the va-va-voom ones 
Shankar Ghosh, 

Howrah (W.B.) 
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W ar or pe^. The choice ia clear. 
And while mankind, having 
marked time during centuriea (rf 
war ^es, atffl awaits a ^ decision, a 
ham^ of the city’s theatre people now 
once again bring to us the ail-important 
question in the form of Kumari- 
Kurukshetra-Comedy - that promises to 
be 4 never-seen-before theatiica] blitz¬ 
krieg pbyed out in the open in an arena as 
large as a football field. 

Beside the Lake Stadium on Southern 
Avenue, Theatre Arts Workshop (TAW) 
in collaboration with Max Mueller Bhavan 
has painstakingly toiled for more than 
three months to transcreate this widely 
used fair ground into a very realistic 
warscape. On exhibit is a set of actor 
soldiers, two women with a horse-drawn 
carriage (Yes, reaL One among the few 
still in use in the city has been obtained) 
that trots abng 10 feet deep trenches and 
jiunps across a long and winding canal. A 
battle tank strategically placed above a hill 
stands mute witness to their movements 
amid the blazing guns and dashing search 
lights. At the other end is the Berlin Wall, 
to be demobshed as a finale to every 
performance scheduled to be held 
throughout November. 

Inspired by Thomas Brasch’s Frauen- 
Krieg-Luztspiei (Women-War-Comedy) 
TAW’s magnum-opus is being produced on 
the scale of Hyme’s Antigone, which had 
an extremely successful run at the St 
Paul’s Cathedral grounds m '79. Director 
Amitava Roy and his assistant Dattatreya 
Dutt, known for their critically acclaimed 
work with Guenter Grass in Biplaber 
Mohora (The Plebians Rehearse the 
Uprising), have both worked under Hyme 
and are eager proponents of such non- 
conventional fonns. It is therefore hardly 
surprising that Roy chose Juergen Lan¬ 
der—currently among the top rung of 
theatre designers in (jermany—to plan 
and work out this modem day Kwvk- 
shetra. 

Juergen, who was once an assistant to 
Hyme’s designer Wolf Muenzner, has 
successfully created theatre in abandoned 
warehouses, dilapidated football stadiums 
and is at present working with a young 
theatre group in the basement /if an 
aiKient castle in Moers, some 10() miles 
from his hmnetown, Cologne. “Both Roy 
and I agreed that it had to be an arena 
producom with all the war sounds and 


Actor soldiers in 
battle gear, rebearse a 
scene at ‘Knruksbetra’ and (inset) 
Pater von Becker discusses the 
finer points of tiw play with the cast 
at Max Mueller Bhavan 

Photographs: Ashoke Cha|i;rabaHy 


An ambitious play, 
covering the size of^ 
football fidd, opei^ in the 

city. Shantanu Datta ~ 


reports 



action brought bve. Otherwise the central 
anti-war theme would have got lost.” 

juergen came down to Calcutta for a 
week to select the venue and “get a feel of 
the city’s theatre language”. He sent back 
his detailed drawings upon which work 
was started and Juergen is now back here 
to supervise the final grafting of the “war 
stage.” 

Brasch’s play, set in an undefined his¬ 
torical war zone, unfolds through the 
experiences of two washerwomen who 
move fipom camp to cam]! in search of one 
of their husbands. What follows is a 
sequence of events which are in turn 
grotesque, funny and iqxKalyptic. There is 
also an onstage prorixiter, the Pander 
(courtesy Trcdlua and Cress/ida) and of 
course a bundi of universal soldiers— 
representing all of the first, second and 


third worlds. 

However, Roy had serious problems 
with the text, which was first translated 
into Bengab by an expert, and after 
consultations with the group he decided to 
go m for the workshop method based on 
miprovisations. “What I did was explabi 
the frame of a sequence from the play 
upon which the actors improvised.” Their 
dialogues were taped and based on such 
repeated improvisations with different 
sets of actors a script finally emerged. The 
actors who were asked to “gear up for 
war” through literature, films and news¬ 
paper cbppings thus created a script that 
was mgenuously original, spontaneously 
fiinny and at times unwittin^y profound. 
To add another experimental dimension, 
TAW decided to do away with the conven¬ 
tion of theatrical continuity of scenes and 
instead opted for the fibnic technique of 
cuts and dissolves into the different play- 
mg zones of the arena. 

Roy cites an example of the first section 
where the two women are plaj^ a game 
of chess. Juergen here has briUiantly given 
shape to Roy’s idea of having a life size 
chess board with real soldiers as pawns in 
the game whidi immediately ^ssolves 
and, through the use of innovative light 
effects, cuts into another play zone where 
the same soldiers are shown greeting in 





not-sojfriendly terms a new recruit. Thus 
by seeking out such simultaneity of action, 
coupled with the continuous interaction of 
the washerwomen as the only immediate 
link, Roy hopes to create a conceptual 
frame in which the multifaceted aspects of 
war are equally highlighted. 

T here is bound to be a lot of debate on 
this but even if you do not approve of 
the method you are sure to be stunned 
into silence on first sight of the design 
qf the warscape. The entry is beside a hill, 
atop which is the "I am the monarch of all 1 


But the play is not just about wars 
between two nations, explains Peter von 
Becker, editor Theatre Heute, Germany's 
foremost theatre magazine. Workhig with 
TAW as a dramateur, Becker says, 
"Brasch’s play is also about the continuous 
war within ourselves and between the 
sexes. Brasch, unlike Brecht, puts across 
nrore questions than answers and because 
his hi^y modem work renders itself to 
such breaking up of the text, I am quite 
optimistic about the outcome of this pro¬ 
duction. ” 



see”-battle tank. Just below is the life size 
chessboard beyond which passes a canal 
that winds its way through the arena. On 
either sides of the chess board are deep 
trenches—-Roy insists that visitors are 
welcome to join in with the soldiers there, 
but those less inclined the Army way can 
always find a place in the gaUeries placed 
beyond the trenches. Overlooking the arena 
from behind a huge wall that spans the 
entire breadth of the field is the massive 
head of the Trojan horse, 

mercilessly robbed of all its strength and 
vitality in the raging wars throuidiout 
centuries. 

Yet another surprise in TAW’s KunA- 
shetra is the horse-drawn carriage which 
the women use and a nerve shattering 
climax that ofrers a breathtaking nuniage 
of the ancient and the modem—^The 
TYojan or the Berlin Wall is broken down. 


Juergen, too, sounds encouraging when 
he says he would never have come down 
all the way from Germany for only “a 
handful of Calcutta’s intellectuals. It is only 
because Roy and his group are creating 
something original out of their own experi¬ 
ences that I am here.” 

Engel Hardt, director of Max MueUer 
Bhavan, is also very excited about the play 
although he feels it will create a lot of 
controversy. ‘‘Brasch’s play is a 
tremendous challenge to perform and in a 
way 1 am preparerj for the initial battering 
of the critics. The most important thing is 
to pick up the glove and make sure ^t 
the work is easfly comprehendable to the 
general theatre-going public." 

And now that the battle lines are drawn 
for a dramatic fight between war and 
peace, join in for a feel of today's Kwnik- 
sbetra—it is worth the experience.* 


O n many world maps the Soviet 
Union is bigger than the continent 
of Africa. South America is smaOer 
than Europe. The state of Alaska is about 
the same size as the world's fifth'largest 
country, Brazil. The island of Greenland is 
double the size of the island-continent 
Australia. 

In the real world none of the above is 
true. South America, for example is 
almost twice as big as Europe, and Green¬ 
land IS less than a third the size of 
Australia. , 



Mapping the world as it 
really is may prove an 
impossible task 



The centuries-old challenge of mapping 
the round Earth on a flat surface—of 
peebng the skm off the globe and forcing it 
to lie flat—cannot be met without some 
distortion in size; shape, distance or direc¬ 
tion. The larger the area to be covered, 
the greater the distortion. 

"The world's the toughest problem of 
all, ” says the recognised dean of academic 
cartographers in America, .Arthur H. 
Robinson of the University of Wisconsin. 
"The question is: How do you manipulate 
the distortion?" 

Potentially, the number of world-map 
projections—the cartographic system for 
transforming the Earth's rounded surface 
onto a flat one—is infinite. Actually, more 
than 200 identifiable projections have been 
produced, Robinson says, with about a 
hundred used significantly. 

These projections appear in almost ev¬ 
ery imaginable form, from the traditional 
circle, oval and rectangle to the star, heart 
and even butterfly shape. To preserve 
relative sizes and shapes some split the 
world into quarters. Others provide a 
bizarre global perspective—some of them 
even turning the world “upside down." 

Still the most popular world map is the 
rectangular projection devised more than 
four centuries ago by Flemisii geographer 
Gerardus Mercator. It has endured as a 
general reference map, althou^ that was 
not its purpose. 

Mercator introduced his projection in 
1569 as an aid to navigatlbn on the high 
seas during the great p^od of world 
exploration. Any straigjit line on Merca¬ 
tor’s world map is a line of constant true 
bearing, enabling mariners to plot a 
straight-line course between any two 
points. 

Although a boon to navigators, it Ms as 





















SIZING UP THE EARTH 


a world reference map, says J(rfm P. 
Snyder, vice president of the American 
Cartographic Association. 

In lugher latitudes the Mercator protec¬ 
tion distorts large shapes and greatly 
exaggerates the size of landmasses It 
inaccurately depicts the distances between 


Pans and Chicago and between Moscow 
and Be^mg as greater than the distance 
between Afnca's western and eastern¬ 
most tips 

"We have a highly biased Mercator 
image of the world," says Robinson 
“Other maps simply don’t look nght " 


Once a favounte ui classrooms the 
Mercator is the backdrop for many televi¬ 
sion newscasts and for news briefings at 

f ovemment agenaes such as the US State 
lepartment. “It conditions us," says 
Snyder "People don’t realise that Green¬ 
land IS not really as large as South 
Amenca.” 

Equal-area projections, such as the 
Mollweide, produced by a German mathe- 
mabcian m 1805, depict all regions of the 
Earth m correct relative sue. But most 
compress, elongate, or warp lands in the 
higher latitudes and cause shearing and 
stretching along the outer longitudinal 
lines 

A compromise projection, patented ui 
1904 by Alphons van der Gnnten of 
Chicago, allows some size distortion to 
unprove general shapes In the high lati¬ 
tudes It avoids both Mercator’s extreme 
exaggerations of sue and Mollweide’s 
extreme compressing and shearing. But 
the Soviet Uraon and Canada show up at 
more than twice their relative size. 

Another compromise produced by 
Arthur H Robmson in 19^, cuts some 
bigger countnes down to sue. providing a 
better balance between size-and-shape 
distortion Although Greenland appears 
somewhat compressed, its area exajtgera- 
tion IS considerably less. 

Mapping the world as it really is "is 
mathematically impossible,” explains 
Snyder. The Robmson projection comes 
close, according to Snyder and John B. 
Garver Jr, chief cartographer of the 
National Geographic Society, which 
switched m 1988 from the Van der Gnnten 
to the Robmson prcqection for all its world 
maps 

"It IS a more realistic view of the 
world," says Garver. "Its compromises of 
sue and shape are the most reasonable.” 
The US Defense Department now uses 
the Robmson projection at its news brief- 
mgs. 

Robmson’s map, Garver expiams, also 
does not espouse any special viewpomt. 
Some maps propagandse, such as today’s 
Gall-Peters projection which seeks to 
promote Third World recognition. The 
prcgection shows the landmasses m their 
true relative sues, greatly elongating 
some shapes 

They look, says Robmson, like “wet, 
long, ragged wmter underwear hangmg on 
the Arctic Circle to dry ’’ 

(National (^graphic News Service) 


The centuries-old challenge of mapping the round Earth on a flat surface—of 
peeling the skin off the globe and forcing It to He flat—cannot be met without 
some distortion in size, shape, distance, or direction. More than 200 world-map 
projections have been produced, with about 100 used significantly. Four well- 
known ones appear here 

ROBINSON 

A more realistic view ol the world than 
most this compromise projection 
produced in 1963 by Arthur H Robinson, 
minimizes distortion ol size and shape The 
Soviet Union Canada, and Greenland are 
truer to relative size, although Greenland 
appears somewhat compressed 


VAN DER GRINTEN 

Another compromise projection, patented 
in 1904 by Alphons van der Gnnten of 
Chicago this m.ap balances sizo-and 
shajio distortion without the extreme 
exagqnr.ilioii of Mercator or the extreme 
compression of Mollweide in the high 
latitudes But Greenland looks aboul as big 
as South America, although it Is roughly as 
large as Mexico 


MOLLWEIDE 

Produced by German malhemalician Karl 
6 Mollweide in 1605, this map depicts all 
regions of the Earth in correct relative size, 
but compresses, elongates, or warps 
lands in the higher latitudes 


MERCATOR 

Still the most widely recognized map, this 
projection was introduced in 1569 by 
Flemish geographer Gerardus Mercator as 
an aid to navigallon As a general 
reference mcq), it greatly exaggerates the 
size of landmasses in the high latitudes 
The Soviet Union appears much larger than 
AInca, although it is much smaller Alaska 
and Brazil look about the same size, but 
Brazil IS nearly six limes larger 





US, Wiceiig^; 

grangers, (be r . a 

Ut me not JKtj^ l^iiftft d^Tier in 
■ y6ulrJ^rt, , .’.- i./.,.\. 

Nor you look at me wWtbVetous 
eyes anymore; " >r-. ‘ ' -• * 
not my heaft iriis a beat Wn 1 
talk of you, 

Nor should your^Jemmarbe Evident 
m.youreyes; ... 

us. on« ' 

btiMgers,thet>iwflf«i.:';A; 1 

_,—*■ . . Id 


imewanttly, rA'.’ 

And I’m kM these splendout^iu’e fbr 
‘Mho mote; ■ %\ 

Thwe are, my eo m p a mo^ ^^Hnefktf 
moments Bi my past. 

There are the stedowy nights sp^ 
in your aims; . . 

Let us, once again, become 
Strangers, the two of us. 

Whenprpximky a pain becomes, nis 
tWw to forget it. 
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i^s love to an idol 
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^ something emer^. , " with the eyes, nor read 

i^e idihir less than the iiatos'^ .. 























Granted that today, your dealrea and 
nune have no value, 

Granted that even dut has some 
value, but humans dod't{ 

When human dignity will not be 
weighed by 61 % lube, 

That dawn will come some day, some 
day that dawn will come. 

When woman's purity won’t be 
bartered for some corns, 

When desues won’t be trampled 
upon, or self-respect sdd; 

When the worid stands ashamed of its 
dark deeds. 

That dawn will come some day, some 
day that dawn Will cotm. ' 

These days of anarchy by the nch will 
end. 

These memorials to hunger and 




! intend to profess love to an idol of 


SAfeTmows not that her vanity will 
hfipitemylove, 

Snp kpows pot tfiat her aits wffi 


^|hmK|sfl«rth6doomlbi)te \ &»pe 


Wab subab kabbi 
aayegL. 

(Film: Pbir^lmb HogH 
music: Kha^ain* singers: 
Mukesb and Asha Bhifla) 

day that dawn wiS come, 
dawn will cmne smni d^y. 
When the black hood ^ «dil 


When the foundatkms ofa unique 
worid will be laid. 

Tint dawn wifi comb some day, some 
day that dawn wifi omne. 

When bent old age wmi’t stand 
lonesome on du% streets. 

When innocent bt^hood won't beg in 
filthy bylanes: 

When those wfaodemand thdr rights 
won’t be shownthe boose. 

Tti|t dawn welcome some day, some 
day that <tewn wffi come. 

When humans won't be burnt %e on 
the pyite of linger, 

hones won't smoptder in the 

helMiaiofdteheut * 

Wl^ das befiish worid WS become a 
M»$Se On earth, 

That dawn w# come someday, some 


, tVuusii^lw Anil ^w»vjr 
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On February 6,1757 the 
Nawab of Bengal restored 
through a treaty at Dum Dum 
all pn^eges earber enjo>ed by 
the Engbsh and restituted Cal 
cutta, Cossimbazar and Dtia 
ka He permitted Calcutta to 
be fortified, granted freedom 
of trade and bberty and 
allowed a mint to be estah 
hshed A cantonment was built 
in 178,'i over an area tatlier 
used as practice ground by the 
artillery It was also the head¬ 
quarters of the Bengal Artil 
lery till 185i, when it was 
shifted to Meerut 
In the latter part of the 18th 
century, Dum Dum was a i 
fashionable place of resort for 
the Europeans A Protestant | 
church which could ai eommo 
date about 800 people came up 


during this time Another two 
churches, the Roman Cathobc 
and the Wesleyan Chapel, 
were also built in that period 






Within the balustrade which 
surrounds the Protestant 
church is a handsome pillar of 
the Connthian order, raised in 
memory of Colonel Pearse, 
the first commandant of the 
artillery regiment who died in 
Calcutta on June 15, 1790 
Rev Reginald Hebber, DD, 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, con¬ 
secrated St Stephen’s Church 
at Dum Dum on November 4, 
1823 In the journal, Narrative 
of a Journey through the Up¬ 
per Provinces of India, Rev 
Hebber writes "1 went to con¬ 
secrate a new church at Dum 
Dum, having previouslv 
obtained the sanction of the 
Government for the perform 
ance of the ceremony, both 
here and at St James in Calcut¬ 
ta, as also a written assurance 
from the Governor in Council 
that the building should 
thenceforward be appropnate 


to the worship of God after the 
forms and laws of the Engbsh 
Church This I thought a suffi- 
aent title and it was certamly 
all that could be obtained m 
this country Accordingly, I 
was determined not to lose the 
opportunity of consecrating 
the churches as they were 
bkely to do good to all who 
shared in the service and to 
offend nobody While if, which 
IS utterly unlikely, any future 
Governor should desecrate 
the piles, on his owi. head be 
the transgression ” 
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POQOOWEI Sonutfil n g In Mite dot »cwi», «bov>, p lw i tg Revf 
What can N to? Connael dots 1 to 2 to 3, ate, to find out 


a HAUL OF FAME' Who improved the steam engine’ 
Watts his name Who perfected the telephone’ Sir 
Arthur Conan Dial Who furthered use of the wheel’ 
Axle ander the Great Any to add’ 


.CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ There are at least six drfler 
anoea m drawing dstaila between lop and bottom panala How 
quickly can you fmd tham’ Chadc answers wdh those below 

Buatiui • laipwwiMax S Pew « pasH $ Mwous m eauej » 

euissiui«ja«ioiuuMa-| e paAOuieiuiy z airaiiwfiawioisua i taniawtiia 




ROUGH TRIP TO FATHOMI 
Fin blanks of this vintage poem with 
missing words two of which join 
together to form the third word 
Tm glad to see the line of piers, 
H means our boat's made **** 
at last 

And brings an *** to all my 
fears. 

To know that dangers now are 
past 

For those rumbling clouds out 
yomlar. 

That aerie srlanca on our lea 
•••••••ill for those who 

wander. 

In vassals on the open sea 

Whal are the words’ 

plivpod pu« MOd 


e SUMLUCKlMdslonum- 
bor squarto such as this 
(saa balow) onca wara 
coRsidorad lucky and usad 
as charms to driva off avH 
spirits When complatad. 
aach 5-numbar row and di¬ 
agonal totals 65 

For batter or worse, the 
centra number is 13 Num¬ 
ber 6, 11, 15 and 17 are 
r issing 

Can you insert them? 


11—Uai uxjooQ luSfi 


e— im8u 
/I doi 
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FUNSPOT 



POOL CUES' Soundtrack N>ove — Hold tight' Quit splashing* 
You did It to mel Colors 1—Red 2—Lt blue 3—Yellow 4—LI 
brown 5—Flesh 6—Green 7—Ok brown a—Dk blue 9—Purple 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points (or using all the 
letters in the vrord below to form 
two complete words 

EMPATHIC 


THEN score 2 points each for all 
words of four letters or mere 
found among the letters 

Try to scare at least sa peff* 

ISM uitiSeuv siqinod 































RIES 

Maicti 21—Apnl 20 
The weeK otters ex¬ 
cellent |ob prospects, 
loans, funds, journey, trading 
and brokerage as the sun sex- 
tiles Uranus. You will fuse busi¬ 
ness and play superbly. Travel is 
favoured In the next two weeks 
and, strictly speaking, the travel 
bug will keep biting you till De¬ 
cember 21. No major health 
problem Is foreseen 

AURUS 

April 21 -May 20 

The mam trends are 
romance, marriage, 
alliances at all levels, collabora¬ 
tions and trips. Romance will be 
characterised by passion and 
protection. Loans, mortgage, 
security and opportunities con¬ 
stitute the financial front As re¬ 
gards health, nothing In excess 
should be the guiding principle. 
Additions and alterations in the 
home are fated. 

C ' EMINI 

B May 21 -Juna 20 
" Hard work, recogni- 

__tion and a bit of play 

acting are advised. Health pre¬ 
cautions are necessary. Perks 
and possibility of a promotion 
are indicated. In romance, a 
wicketfull of runs. Travel Is well 
signified this week and the com¬ 
ing one too. Finish all pending 
chores. Expenses, buyin^sell- 
Ing and a home away from home 
are likely. 

ANGER 

June 21—July 20 

Children, childbirth, 
work pressures, con¬ 
tacts, good luck, creativity, func¬ 
tions, ceremonies, hobbies and 
happy events constitute the 
week. Romance will be available 
in happy and handsome mea¬ 
sure Money is your birthright 
and you shall have It In a fort¬ 
night. In health matters, you are 
on the road to recovery Visitors 
will descend upon you, and you 
will feel wanted and loved 

~ EO 

j July 21—August 21 
^ The domestic scene 

- may undergo a sea 

change. Differences are likely, 
you will have to strike a balance 
between work and love. Children 
give satisfaction. You will have 
nothing to complain about ro¬ 
mance. The home, property and 
business will be interlinked. 
Travel otters excellent opportuni¬ 
ties. The health of elders re¬ 
mains suspect. 









IRGO 

S’ August 22~Sepl 22 
® You Will be living with 
- gusto and gaiety, en¬ 
tertain happily and not neglect 
your duty. In romance, you si 22 le 
and scintillate and that is some¬ 
thing In finance, not only a fast 
buck but future prospects on a 
long-range basis are bright 
Travel and correspondence 
make an ideal team. You will 
overcome health problems. 


-n IBRA 

. Sept 23—C3ct 22 
^ The focus Is on 
- buying, selling, trad¬ 
ing, negotiating. Investing, loans, 
travel and ties. Romance will be 
exciting and exhilarating. Your 
work may demand you to travel. 
Slight health hassles will be 
there, but you can glide over 
them. Renovation, partying, en¬ 
tertainment and decoration keep 
you busy and happy. 
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CORPiO 

Oct23-Nav20 
Romance, marriagi 
and secret ties an 
foreseen. You will accomplisi 
much, both in personal and pro 
fessional affairs. In romance, thi 
singing bird definitely comes oi 
your bough. Opportunities am 
happy results are predicted li 
finances during the next 5! 
days. Expect visitors to drop ii 
and get your travel-kit ready too 

AQITTARIUS 

Nov21—0»c20 
Journey, rellgiou: 
rites, ceremonies 
collaborations, travel and heav 
expenses are the week's high 
lights. In romance, contacts, cor 
respondence and love have i 
definite connection. Outlets It 
sales, commission, brokeragi 
and knowhow will be available 
Work and pleasure may compe 
you to travel. Health safeguard: 
are a must Entertainment, in 
vitalions and visitors make youi 
day. 

APRICORN 

Dec 21—Jan 19 

Help and love fron 
known and unknowr 
quarters will be available. Gooc 
news elevates you. Finalise 
travel plans and catch up or 
contacts as well as correspond 
ence. Romance will be fantastic. 
Transactions, settlements, 
loans, new enterprise and bettei 
job prospects are predicted Get 
set to travel. You will be riding 
high and health will not come in 
the way. 

QUARIUS 

Jan 20—Fat) 18 
Romance, power 
game, new assign¬ 
ments, law suits, tangles and en¬ 
tertainment all in a grand para¬ 
dox lie in store. In romance, wait 
a week at the most for lions to 
roar in your blood. In finance, 
promotion, opportunities, new 
outlets, perks and a change of 
scenery are predicted. 

ISCES 

Fab 19—March 20 
Loans, funds, capital 
raising, friendships, 
entertainment and hectic 
socialising are the main trends of 
the week. Financial prospects 
are bright. From tender love to 
torrid affair will be the range of 
romano. Except for untoward 
happenings your health should 
be splendid. Buying, selling, re¬ 
furbishing, shopping and enter¬ 
taining are also destined. 
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I n the 1950’s, Pcokash Kar- of the aty and portrayed in all 

makar was portraying shapes and sizes His under- 

urban hfe around him To- standing of the human form is 

day, four decades later, he is superb and with swirlmg and 

sbll doing the same He has twisting Imear pattern, he is 

mellowed with time and drifted able to express the sensuabty 

from his early plastic vocabul of the female form belf- 

ary, black and grey giving way appointed guardians of moral 

to pleasanter brown and ity have often accused him of 

ochre But his basic concern bad taste Karmakar remains 

and deep empathy for the unperturbed, and paints with 

have-nots still remain and are feeling and tenderness "True, 

expressed m his choice of sub I have changed with the times 

jects After losing his father but my awareness of the social 

early in life, karmakar en process has not waned a bit”, 

dur^ many misenes and ex says the artist One cannot 

peneiKed life in the raw Small agree more 
wonder, the most obvious ele Karmakar loves to draw, 
ments of his oeuvre comem more than pamt at times In an 
those perennially in the tren exhibition m the city from 
dies More often than not, the November 10 to 22 he will 
central figure is a farmer, a present 12 carefuDy selected 

daily labourer, a pavement drawings and two -.erigraphic 

dweller, a prnip or a prostitute works About the sengraphy, 

Karmakar’s plump and he says, “For many years, 

fleshy women are often picked along with some fellow artists, 

up from the infamous quarters I have tried to infuse an ui 



AN URBAN 
CANVAS 

Prokash K armak ar s conc ern for the 

have-nots 6nds expressio n in his_ 

coming exhibition 



, Milkmaid 

\ 



terest ui art amongst our peo¬ 
ple But in Calcutta painters 
and sculptors seem to occupy 
a back seat 

"I have specially done the 
two sengrai^c works taking 
great care for the show These 
are primarily aimed at miniating 
the non traditional buyer 
Modestly priced, these works 
should find wider apprecia 
bcm.” 

lext and photographs 
Arup Uatta 
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T here’s always Ix'en a fascination ab¬ 
out all rounders, ever since the ear¬ 
liest days when the good doctor, 
VV (i (ii.iii iliiiiiin.itt'd UK l«'l i hink ol 
.ill loiiiideis III Millie iiiiideiii liiiies ,ind 
Millie ii.iiiies I lime In iiiiiid (|iii( kei tli.iii 
iitlleis like the \ilsli .ili.ill |).iit Al.ili 
Ikividsiiii .iiid Kii liie Ik ll.illil iil Kiii;l.iiiirs 
lieuii |{,iil<'\ 

And there’s the prince of them all (and 
maybe the greatest player, penrxi) be¬ 
cause so iiviny people have said that about 
him thiough the years. But I can only echo 
those sentiments about a player who was 
something else, a true cricketing phe¬ 
nomenon who will probably never be 
equalled, let alone bettered. He could do it 
all—b;it in llie top six and use the new ball 
(not necessarily a fast Ixiwler but a very 
good swing one) before revertuig to left- 
arm spin when requited. It didn't stop 
there. He was an outstanding fieldsman 
almost anywhere, finishing up a bnlliant 
slip, and he also captained witliout the 
responsibilities of leadership ever leally 
affecting his game, imlike so many otfier 
players. 

The beauty almut Sobers was not mere¬ 
ly what he aclueved, though. While he'll be 
remembered always for his deeds, he’s 
cherished more so for the ‘how’ factor: to 
watch him batting, fielding or bowling was 
to marvel at a pure gemus at work because 
there was so much silky skill, class and 
panache in all he did. He was an achievei 
certainly but he was also a pleaser. Just 
the same, figures are the ultimate tnbute 
to Sobers’ all round achievements and his 
test record constantly amazes any cricket 
follower: 93 tests, 8032 runs at 57.78 
(including 26 centimes), 235 wnckets at 


Extracted from Rhythm And Swing 
by Richard Hadlee (with Richard 
Becht); IVfOA Pubiication.s, 
Auckland, New Zeaiand 


34.03 and 109 catches. 

I was among a world-wide army of So¬ 
bers admirers when I was a youngster but, 
being more analytical about it now, I think 
he was a player who excelled when he had 
good players around him. Strangely 
enough, when he played for Nottingham¬ 
shire, he struggled by his standards be¬ 
cause he was among lesser players. He 
always enjoyed a change, matchmg his 
boundless talent with fierce determination: 
the Rest of the World’s series agamst 
Australia in 1971-72 illustrated that. A 
young fast bowler named Deimis Lillee had 
been giving Sobers some problems but he 
came back to destroy Lillee—and the rest 
of the Australian attack- -with is unbeliev¬ 
able 254 in Melbourne. Another contem¬ 
porary he had some good battles with was 
England’s (leoff Boycott, altliough I don’t 
know that Sobers really rated him, certain¬ 
ly not as high as Boycott rated himself. 
Boyes once said to Sobers: "Are you still 
playing the game, (lary?” And the reply 
came back: “If 1 had to bowl to you every 
day. I’d play until 1 was 90!” 

To compare today’s all rounders with 
Sir Garfield Sobers is a forlorn exercise: 
there quite simply isn’t room for compari¬ 
son. While Imran Khan, Ian Botham, Kapil 
Dev and I all have better bowling records 
than Sobers we just can’t come close in 
the true all round sense. At the same 
time, the fascination about all rounders has 
turned into a fixation today. Cncket has 
become attuned to the battle of the all 
rounders m this age, a development which 
has come about only recently, perhaps 
siiK'e the late 1970s. It may be a by¬ 
product of Kerry Packer’s World Senes 
days when so much hype was built up in 
the game. The all rounder has become the 
player who receives most attention fi-om 
the media and the public, which is fairly 
understandable given that these players 
are constantly involved with either bat or 
ball, while many of them also become test 
captains. 

During my test career there has been a 
solid core of all rounders in Imran, 
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wlio retired from Test 
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Botham, Kapil and myself and, had South 
Africa not been banished from the interna¬ 
tional scene, I’m sure my former Notting¬ 
hamshire team-mate Cbve Rice would 
have been in the same bracket 
To me, an all rounder is a player who 
can make a test team as either a specialist 
batsman or a specubst bowler, and I don't 
honestly bebeve 1 fall into that category 
Other people may choose to argue the 
point but I don’t fancy 1 could pLiy in a test 
side as a straight batsman, I haven’t been 
consistent enough On the other hand, 
Botham when he was at his liesi could 
make a side on that count and the same 
appbes for Imran and Kapil, plus Kici (who 
has played rebel tests m South Africa as 
only a batsman, because of a back injury) 
^bbc opinion and 1 guess that of the* 
national selectors as well—places me ui 
the all rounder class but 1 regard myself as 
a bowler who bats, rather than a player 
who can do either task sutfic lently well 1 
think you need a batting average up to 
wards the mid thirties to be considered a 
competent batsman and, while I’ve im 
proved my test batting average from H IH 
in I97K to about 27 00 texlay, it s still well 
short of the standard I’d accept for a spe* 
ciabst batsman My all rounder status, at 
first-class level it least, arrived only in 
1981 when I began to make hundreds and 
more substantial scores on a consistent 
basis for Notts My achievements as a test 
batsman also improved significantly around 
that time but, with just the two hundreds 
and a 99. I can’t compare with iny c ontem- 
poranes—yet, as a bowler. I’m superior 
on strike rate and wickets taken 

The pomt is, 1 never made a consc lous 
decision to become an all roundel ui my 
earber years I just slowly developed and, 
in time, adopted a more responsible 
approach to my batting, although I ve nev 
er been able to capture the day in day out 
discipline lequired It’s interesting, 
thou^, that the introduction of the Deloit 
tes Ratings m 1988, a computensed sys 
tern of ranking test crickc tors on a points 
basis, worked me out i lose to the ha st of 
the all rounders when combiruiig batting 
and bowbng points 

My battles with Imran Botham and 
Kapil have been important throughout my 
career and I’m sure tlie me dia hype about 
the all rounders has built up the intensity 
of a Botham v Hadlee showdown or Imran 
V Botham or whoewer Whenever New 
Zealand played hngland, you could bet the 
old confrontation bne ab^t Both and rm* 
would be thrown up But, quite frankly. 
It’s the all rounder who does best in a 
senes who generally affects the outcome, 
in other words, if I take 18 wickets in a 
senes and my opposite number takes 12, 
and if I score 230 runs and he makes 180, 
then I’ve probably done enough to help my 
side finish ahead in that senes 





O ne of the vital components in the 
New Zealand team’s test senes pre¬ 
paration m more recent times has been 
that of prearranged pnvate battles, the 
exerase of pairing off against I'quiva- 
lents in the opposition and looking to 
outplay them. For the last five or six 
years. I’ve picked the all rounder and 
said: “Right, you’re mine." I've (oncen 
trated on keeping tabs on him, on trying 
to outdo him as an extia inotiv.itional 
thing. I look at it as ,iii innings by 
innings operation knowing theiell be a 
confrontation tx-tween the two of us 
sooner or later, at some time he'll lie 
batting and I’ll have the ball in h.ind, or 
I’ll be batting and f.u uig up to my nval. 
I’ll be aware of what he's done in any 
given match and will dig deep to outpoint 
him, to return tx-tter bowling figures 
than him or to top his List score The 
sight of Imran, Botham or Kapil at the 
crease gives me just a little more 
bounce in my step if I’m Ixiwling, a touch 
more aggression and determination 
Don’t think it’s somehow premeditated 
that I should have a stronger edge when 
I’m bowling to them; it’s a subconscious 
reactKin 

'Hie way 1 look at it, the all rounder is 
the pivotal player in a side. He’ll come ui 
at No. 6 or No. 7 in the batting order 
and. if you tan remove him quickly, it 
turns tile whole contest ui your favour. 
If he gets away on you with the bat ,ind 
makes 80 or 100, you have lost the 
initiative in the match, which is just what 
happened when we pkiyed England in 
the tlurd test at Trent Bndge in 1983; 
England was 169 for five in its first 
innings but Botham and Derek Randall 
took England to .'I5.S before the sixth 
wicket fell. Botham finished with 103 
and Randall with 8^1 as we completely 
lost all the ground we’d made early on. . 
and went on to lose the match by 165 
runs. 

Otivioiish , various captains liave relied 
on the all rounders of ttxlay’s cncket 
world to single-handedly turn a game 
around, especially with the ball. As it 
happens, we’ve all been strike bowlers 
during tlus age and we've usually been 
called on to t^ and break a stand, or to 
come back with the new ball for a fresh 
burst. It’s symptomatic of teams ex¬ 
periencing the j^eatest problems that 
they’ve been without all rounders of 
genuine ability. England without Botham 
has been an obvious case in point from 
time to time. 

Like England, Australia has also been 
through tough times at test level and, 
once again, I think that can be traced 
back to having no true all rounder in the 
side; it hasn't had one of note for years 
and that has obviously affected the ba¬ 
lance of its side, although Greg Chappell 


and Steve Waugh may disagree. 

The West In^es dtxisn’t really have a 
true all rounder -but it doesn’t need 
one, not as long as it can rely on four 
quick bowlers to do the desired job. I 
suppose that's hard to reconcile re¬ 
membering what Garfield Sobers did for 
West Indies cncket; after all, the West 
Indies side of the modem era is tech¬ 
nically unbalanced, usually made up of 
SIX specialist batsmen, wicketkeeper 
Jeff Dujon and any combination of four 
fast bowlers. But that attack so often 
reduces opposition batting line-ups to 
very little and, with batsmen like Gor¬ 
don Greenidge, Desmond Haynes, Viv 
Richards and Richie Richardson, not to 
menbon Dujon, the West Indies hasn’t 
needed to deviate. It hasn’t been shown 
up too often. 

One day cncket has helped produc'e 
more all rouiideis, at least of a type 
Players like Australia’s Steve Waugh 
who has improved considerably, per¬ 
forming well in both the World Cup in 
1987 and m the WSC competition 
against New Zealand and Sn Lanka in 
1987 88. Primaiily a batsman, he’s a 
useful change bowler who certainly 
ojierates effectively in limited overs 
jtames. He has also bowled very well at 
the ’death’ in one dayers.so has to be 
regarded as a full blooded all rounder 
who still has plenty of potential for furth¬ 
er development at test level. 

ITie all rounder’s place ui cncket’s 
speettum IS further reinforced by gim- 
mic ky competitions wliich are run to try 
to determine the world’s best A good 
example is the Silk Cut contest in Hong 
Kong wluch I’ve competed in a couple of 
times; it’s a competition I’d like to win 
but Chve Rice was on anotlier level. 
Denied the chance to mix with players 
on the international stage. Rice plans 
meticulously for an event like this and 
that’s why he has done so well. I see it 
more as a novelty event which, at the 
end of the day, proves very little...but 
Ricey wants to wui it like nothing else 
because this is his moment among all 
rounders like Kapil Dev, Imran Khan, 
Ian Botham, Malcolm Marshall and 
others. He sees it as a way of proving 
himself against the best, in a competi¬ 
tion which uses a special points scoring 
system which punishes dismissals, 
when you’re batting, and rewards wick¬ 
ets taken, when you’re bowling. What it 
dexjs show, tliougli, IS that there’s un¬ 
real interest in the all rounders. 

Cncket’s cntics will wnte about the 
world’s great batsmen and bowlers but 
It seems the all rounders command 
more of the wntten word for whatever 
reason. Wnters are constantly delving 
into the psyche of players, trying to 
work out what it is that makes them 



what they are and how their persoiiali- 
bes are mirrored in theu* approach to 
the game. 

N ewspapers feast on the all rounder 
line of thinking, most of all ui Eng¬ 
land where the papers—especially the 
tabloids—seem to run uicessant stones 
on Botham doing this or that. 

It was The Sun —of London origin, 
not the ill-fated Auckland version- 
which set up a so-called battle of the 
giants dunng the 1986 England v. New 
Zetdand test senes. Of course, the con- 
fi'ontabon never really happened with 
Botham being banned for the first two 
matihes in the contest, but Pakistan’s 
Imran Khan was asked to make his 
asses.sment on the two of us and “try to 
settle the argument” about who was the 
best. 

So, taking the idea on board, I de¬ 
cided to come up with my own ratings 
for my rivals, broadening the scope 
slightly by introducing a captaincy com¬ 
ponent, because the players I’ve analy¬ 
sed all have leadership ei^nence at 
intemabonal level. I’ve also included one 
player who hasn’t had the fortune to play 
test cncket—Clive Rice. I think he de- 





Mrvts to |)» toiisidLud tvm IIioukH Ins 
I iliiiK nujsl Mil(( r (hiuii^h iiol pl.iyint! tin 
i’lniiiiu irticit jus( tilt w lit rt d down 
vttsion of It lx.I tests 
Ian Beefy’ Botham seems a good target 
to start with His life in 
cncket has never been comfortable—and 
he has only himself to blame for much of 
the trouble he’s been ui Both has always 
been a larger than life character who has 
been dogged, even hounded, by con 
troversy of some shape or another Drugs, 
booze, women, brawls, assaults, bans and 
fines have almost been par for ^e course 
for him He’s been m strife for things he 
has written, and for comments he has 
made, and then, in 1988. his whole career 
was put on hold when he needed m^or 
back surgery He’s just so different fi-om 
me in every respect and at times his 
general attitude towards cncket has left a 
lot to be desired, even some of his 
teammates have been disai^iointed with 
his approach to training and practice And 
yet, on the field, there’s no greater tner 
Forgetting the personality factor, 
though. I’ve ^ways admired his enormous 
abilitv as a cricketer, even though he 
hasn't harnessed that talent as be mi^t 
have. He was the world’s greatest sD 


I rounder a few years ago, but then his halo 
slipped, and I’ve got to say it gave me 
immense pleasure to pass to m India in 
1988 as test cncket’s leading wricket taker 
It always rankled me that Botham was the 
world recordholder because, frankly, 1 
don’t rate him as a bowler these days 
While he may have taken more wxkets 
than Dennis LiUee, 1 could never accept his 
ranking at the top 

Bothams done some good things out 
side cncket—like his walk for leukaemia— 
but for the purpose of this exercise I m 
judging to on his cricketing performance 

Batting —Obviously a g^ed batsman 
with a track record to back to up, 
including 13 test centuries He can utterly 
destroy the best attacks when he s in tlie 
mood Bemg in the mood is the cntical 
factor, thou^, because there have been 
too many occasions m the latter part of his 
career when he Iws batted carelessly and 
lost his wicket unnecessarily For all that, 
a big performer with the bat who has 
proved he can turn tests as well Pomts 7 

Bowling —Nothing like tlie bowler he 
was in the late 7()s llien he could swing 
tlHi ball and bowled with genuine pace at 
tunes As he became more overweight, he 
lost the bowling art and his achievements 
m the last few years have been singularly 
urampressive Has a remarkable ability to 
take anckets v/ith poor delivenes He 
could no lunger command an England team 
place as a bowler alone, which wasn’t the 
case earlv in his career Points 4 


Fielding -Uiiquestioiiabty a magnifi 
cent fieldsman at slip, but gives the 
impression he’s a little laid back at tunes 
Has excellent reflexes and has grabbed 
some wonderful catches behuid the wick 
et Points 7 

Experience— Can t be faulted on the 
score of test experience Of the players 
under review, he and Kipil Dev liave 
played the most test cncket (more than 90 
matches each) But, as Imran s,ivs of hmi, 
he doesn t use his accuniidated experience 
to good effeci Pomts 6 

Stamina Whatever deficnem les there 
may be m his bowlmg nowadays Botham 
has never been short on stanima His 
spreading guth would seem to suggest he 
could boi^ only m short spells but nothing 
could be further from the truth (iivc n the 





Imran Khan. 56 points 




chance, he will bowl and bowl Pomh H 

Temperameot— Has a sound tem 
perainent, generally, for the game Not 
one to get too upset or despairing if things 
are going against him Has the attitude 
that, if he keeps going when bowling, he’ll 
eventually succe^ There might be a 
question mark or two over his batting 
temperament, though Guilty of indisti 
plined batting on numtruus occasions 
Points 7 

Dedication- Must score low here be 
cause, of the all rounders under the 
microscope, he s dc fuiilely the least decli 
cated Too casual ilxnit fitness work and 
match prep.ir.ition he j'lst doc'sn t work as 
hard as he ought to and it’s that slackness 
which Largely accounts for his downwaid 
shde Points i 

Captaincy Didnt appc.ir to liave i 
great deal of iK-icc'plion of what test 
eaptaincv wis .ill about, or luve the 
players' whole hearte'd support and the job 
affected his own perfoimances He 
touldnt niofivale others by leading fioin 
the front with inspired individu.il perform 
allies lo be' fan, he had an unenvuible 
tisk starting his 1 ngLind eapt.uncy reign 
agauist the West Indies ui l‘)8() bedoie 
Quitting during the l‘)81 senes against 
Australu Hid little previous expenence 
but Hothim, always one toi the ultinvite 
challenge* t.iiled to live up to expec tations 
Pomt'^ J 

loldl Pomti, 15 

Kapil l)e\ has lx.c’n sornc-thmg of a lie.ik 
in IiiiImii cncket, providing tlut country 
with one of its i.ire qu.ilitv new ball bow 
lers Born in i') lies easily the 
youngest c>t this group ot .ill rounders and 
yet he’s elosuig m on UK) tests He s also 
well uito the .100 wieke-t club end is uii 
doubtedly in the top brae ket of all muncl 
eis bo how does he rate'’ 

Batting —An exciting strcikemakei, 
he s preparenl to take nsks He Icxiks to 
domiiute in att.uk as soon as he can, 
settling in foi just a few balls and then 
unleaslung in often devastating fashion 
hxeiting to watch While flamboyant, he’s 
still reasonably selective .ibout what ball to 
lut Points 7 

Bowling Kapil’s not a genuine pace 
bowler but certainly a very capable oper 
ator with the new ball, easily the best India 
have had in a long time when you remem 
her they’ve used players like Madan IjJ to 
open the attae k I eaves a bit to be desired 
with his techraqiie especially the wiay he 
lets his head fall about, but he’s definitely a 
useful bowler ui all sorts of conditions 
While he s proved hmiself all around the 
world, his strike rate has dropped off over 
the years. Points 6 5 

Fielding— Such a supple athlete, 
Kapil's bnili^t in the outfield, in the West 
Indian style Very loose and almost casual 


he can stoop down, pick up the ball and 
flick It back to the wicketkeeper m one 
movement He’d be the most talented 
fieldsman of all of us Paints 8 

Stamina -Difficult to fault When you 
play in the kind of conditions he’s used to in 
India, you need ample stamina just to 
survive Has had some mjury niggles but 
keeps coming back so he must be rated for 
his ability to recover and for his capaaty 
for hard work Pomts 7 

Experience— No shortage of test ex- 
penence sine e his debut agauist Pakistan ui 
1978 79 when he was a teenager Has 
crammed a lot of test eneket uito a short 
penod but unlike the other all rounders, 
has only Imuted county experience through 
brief stints with NortJiamptonshire and 
Worcestershire Pomts 8 

Temperament —Can be a btlle fiery 
and hot headed Must be vulnerable on 
this score ui view of some of the problems 
he s fud with Indun authorities and his 
subsequent loss of the captaincy He can 
b<“ upset and if niggled, will react, whit h is 
not unusual for Indian and Pakistan players 
who tend to be somewhat excitable 
Pomts 5 

Dedication Came uito test i ncket as 
.1 joungstcr and has liilfilled all his early 
promise so he must be fairly dedicated 
A lot of ptiyers tjn bum themselves out 
and lose interest when so much is asked of 
them so soon but Kapil has survived 
I h,it s a tribute lo his tireless devotion to 
his piofession Pomts 8 

Captaincy -Uidnt achieve too much 
as Indian captaui, .ilthougli the re have been 
so many captauis thiough the years that he 
w.is nevei given the rc al benefit to develop 
into the position I don t think he knew how 
to wan g,imes with his capt.uncv, and India 
lias had reLitively few test wuis in tlie last 
few jc.irs He may have Ix’en tactically 
delu lent or he might have been a victun of 
the political pressiue which abounds ui 
Indun c ncket He did howevet, lead India 
to Its Woild Clip victory in 1981 Pomts 5 

lot.il pomts 54 5 

Imran Khans the all rounder 1 most 
adnure <ind respect of those I’ve entoun ' 
tered ui my tune I’d unhesitatingly tag him 
the best of this age, the difference be 
tween Imr ui and Botham is summed up m 
one word dependability Imran has bwn 
so much more consistent, able to turn on 
one good performance after another with 
either the bat or ball You just never know 
with Both He might be out of this world 
one moment but then fickle for long 
penods I’d fine Imran up like this 

Batting —Imran’s the most refined 
batsman among the all rounders of my 
tune More suMued, he’s techracally very 
sound and is prepared to build a long 
uuimgs where most of the others tend to 
attack from the start This is not to say he 



doesn’t look to donunate because he’s 
adept at conung down the pitch to the 
spuuiers, but is more cucumspect agauist 
quick bowlers Pomts 7 

Bowling —Initially only a medium pac 
er before suddenly developing into a 
genuine fast bowler Tends to come ui 
wide of the crease and angle the ball in to 
ihe batsman, able to get a lot of lift and can 
he quite lethal even with the old ball Came 
back superbly from mjury problems and. 
while he’s not as quick as he was, he’s shll 
eftechve and respected Pomts 8 

Fielding —Previously rated as useful, 
until Pakistan’s New Zealand tour last 
summer He'd slowed down considerably 
m the field, lettmg the youngsters do the 
chasmg On that evidence, he was no 
better than mediocre Pomts 5 

Experience— Has packed m an enor¬ 
mous amount of experience at all levels of 
endeet First played test cncket as a 
teenager against England m 1971 Has 
used his knowledge to good effect, show- 
mg an abdity to perform ui all manner of 
conditums. Hasn’t been so keen to play m 
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senes in Pakistan in recent times Points 
8 

Stamina —Imran has no shortcoming m 
this area He has a magnificent physique 
andcomfortablyhandles long bowling spells 
while still maintaining his pace Even when 
he came back from ii^ury, Imran didn’t 
have problems with stamina at the bowling 
crease Pomts 8 

Temperament— A cool operator, 
generally unflappable Has the abihty to 
ch^ge mode to suit the circumstances in a 
match Can switch his battmg approach 
from tight defence to aggressive hitting if 
required, and can also t^or his bowimg to 
suit He's essentially an attactog cricketer 
but I’d sdll term him a safe one However, 
he has had problems off the field with 
Pakistani adnumstrators and selectors At 
tones, he has questioned the toning of 
mtemabonals in Pakistan (daiming it has 
b^n too hot) and he has had so much 
influence the selectors have changed 
teams because he has said he wouldn’t play 
otherwise AO m all I’d say be has had too 
much power for the good of cncdcet 
Pomts: 8. 


Dedication —Imran trams hard and 
work dihgently on his game Disciplined 
about his fitness and atbtude towards 
cricket Points 7 

Captaincy— Another facet of his game 
which disappomted in New Zealand last 
season Tends to be a sohd captain but 
moved to be a bit negative m New 
Maland. Didn’t always exerase control 
over his players Not an astute skipper 
Created some strife when he closed P^ 
tan’s mnmgs in the Wellington test when i 
needed one more wicket to give me my 
100th bag of five m an mnmgs Stopped me 
inching closer to 400, too Pomts 5 
Totid pomts 56 

I have no trouble m Iming Clive Rice up 
m this exerase as well, even though he 
fails the test cncket qu^caton (throu^ 
no fault of his own) I played with hun for 
10 years and saw him perform on all the 
first-class grounds and agamst top mtema- 
tional players m England He has rated 
very well and deserves to be considered 
along with the other all rounders 

Batting —Very watchful and desper 
ately determmed. A bit like Boycott ui 
some ways in that he would play a bowler 
out Generally a collector of runs but, 
when he drives, he does so very firmly 
Isn’t afraid to pull the quicks either when 
aggression is required A very good all 
roi^ batsmaa better than the rest of us 
Pomts 8 5 

Bowling —When 1 jomed Notts m 
1978, Rice was as lethal as any other fast 
bowler around, he got the ball through 
^very quickly and, when he learnt how to 
swmg the b^, it added a new dimension to 
hib game However, back and leg injuries 
restricted him and, when he eventually 
came back to bowimg, it was as medium 
pacer, although he couldn’t be underesti 
mated Bowled more loose balls than the 
rest of us but was just as capable of 
removmg a batsman Pomts 5 

Fielding— A very good shp, probably 
averagmg about 80 to 85 per cent of 
chances offered, which isn’t too bad Also 
sharp at leg shp where he took a lot of good 
catches for Notts Only steady m the 
outfield, lackmg pace when tummg and 
chasmg Pomts 6 

Experience—Misses out here be 
cause he hasn't played test incket but I’m 
considering turn more as a first-class all 
rounder andgivmghim a special raUng on 
that basis Scores well through expeneme 
on the county scene Pomts 5 

Stamina —A strong, fit man who en¬ 
joyed some benefits through bvmg and 
plajrmg some 5000 feet above sea level m 
South AfrKa Had a great capaaty for work 
and pushed himseif physic^y to keep m 
shape Probably did more than anyone else 
on the county circuit Ptmts 9 

Temperament —Usually unflappable 


and got on with the game, no histrionics, 
just played it hard but fair Didn’t quite do 
himself justice on many big occasions, hke 
one-day finals at Lord’s (the 1987 Natwest 
final being an exception) He rarely man¬ 
aged the magical miportant innings when 
run-chasmg m the second mnmgs of county 
matches He also had a tendency to fad 
agamst West Indian bowlers on the county 
c ircuit While it was the ulUmate challenge 
for him to compete against them, the West 
Indians usually had the better of him 
Pomts 6 

Dedication —Ultra determined to do 
well Because he missed out on test 
cncket, he was dedicated to proving him 
self whenever he played m the company of 
top players It was his only way of 
measuring his abihty, as he did when he 
was called mto the Bicentennial test match 
at Lord’s m 1987 There was just no way 
he was gomg to lose his wicket Pomts 8 
CapUiincy —A tough and demandmg 
leader, he expected everyone to be at 
optimum all the tone He commanded and 
demanded that land of effort but I thought 
he was a bit mflexible lactically he was 
sound but not overly mnovative I’d call 
him a percentages captam After bemg 
sacked as Notts captain, he was remstated 
and played a inajot role m our success He 
had a creditable record as Notts skipper 
although I thought he was prone to drift at 
times perhaps other thmgs were on his 
mmd and distracted him Pomts 6 
lot^ pomts 5J 5 

I ve got no qualms about ratmg Imran 
the best—while Botham is well down 
Botham was undeniably brilliant in the 
earher phase of his career, but 1 ve kxiked 
at the players over their entire careers 
with a special view to analysing their 
performance m more recent times And I 
don’t think there would be any argument 
that Bothams on shaky ground on the 
basis of displays later in his career 
It s pertinent in that regard to look at 
some facts and figures from the 1987 
calendar year, the Last tune the four of us 
(excludmg Rice from this naturally) were 
all ui test orculation Significantly, Botham 
scored only 248 runs at 27 55 (highest 
score 51 not out) in sue tests in 1987 while, 
in the same pemxl, he took just seven 
wickets at a cost of 70 28 each 
Imran played ui 10 tests m the 1987 
calendar year, scoring 515 runs at 57 22 
and takmg 29 wickets at 29 20 while Kajnl, 
in rune matches, totalled ,149 runs at J1 72 
and captured 21 wickets at 55 47 My 
return m seven tests that year was 336 
runs at 48 00 and 39 wickets at 20 /4 
It doesn t really matter who’s the best 
It’s a case of we’re cxily as good as our 
next perfoimance That’s the way we are 
judged by cncket wnters, commentators 
and the game’s lovers I’ll leave it to you to 
deade ■ 


19 




IN GOOD LIGHT 

















All laformatlon given 
on Oiese pages Is 
aeeuratsatthetimeot 
going to press. 


REGULAR SHOWS 


Hindi t'iliiis 


•Aasbiqui; Onent (Bentinck 
Street. 281917)—12 J 6 9 
Mahesh Bhatt s tnbute to young 
love, starring debutants Anu Agar- 
wal and Rahii Roy The music is 
by Nadeem Shravan 
•Agneekaal: Opera (Lenin Sara 
ni, 281849) Basusree (S P 
Mukhetjee Road, 484808) Moon 
bght (T C Dutta Street 254956) 
Bina (Bidhan Sarani, 311522) 

A tale of mass revolt, starring 
Jeetendra, Raj Babbar Madhavi, 
Sonu Walia, Kiran Kumar and 
Sadashiv Anirapurkar The film is 
directed by Abbas and Mustan 



Milmd 

•Jamal Raja: Paradise (Ben¬ 
tinck Street; 285442), Gem 
(Acharya Jagihsh Chandra Bose 
Road, 249828), Jagat 

(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, 
365108), Talkie Show House 
(Shibdas Bhadun Street, 552270), 
Menoka (Sarat Chatterjee Avenue, 
410417) Malancha (Regent Park) 
Onected By A Kodandarami 
Reddy and with musu. by Laxmi 
kant Pyarelal the film stars Anil 
Kapoor, Madhun Dixit Hema 
Malini and Shakti Kapoor 
•Pratibandh: Metro (Chownng 
hee Road, 280141)—3 shows 
A film by Ravi Raja, starnng 
Chranjeevn and Juhi Chawla The 
music is by Laxmikant Pyarelal 


Hengali Films 


•Aaslirita; Kupbam (Bidhan 
Saraiu, 553413), Anina (Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, 359561) Bharati 
(S P Mukheqee Road, 474686)— 
1. 4, 7 

Mithu Mukheqee, Kanwaljeet 





Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, showing at Globe 

and the music is by Hndaynath | teijee, debuatante Rupali and 


Mangeshkar 

•Balldaan; Uttara (Bidhan Sara 
ni, 552200)—3 6, 9 Purabi 
(Mahatma Gandhi Road 
350680)—2 30 5 30 8 30, Ujjala 



Manjula Das, Kanwaljeet and Mithu Mukherjee in Aasbrita 


and the music is by Panlm Bhatt 
•Oil: Metro (Chownnghee Road, 
280141)—noon. 

One of the recent big hits, 
stamim Aamir Khan and Madhun 
Dixit. The film is duoctcd by Indra 
Kumar and the music is by Anand 


and Maitjula Das are the major 
attractions Others co-stamng are 
Manoj Mitra, Bankim Ghosh, Pre- 
ma Narayan, Shashi Pun, Bishnup- 
nya Dutta, Sailen Mukherjee, 
Macmohan and Alpana Gupta The 
film IS directed by Chandra Barot 


(Russa Road. 478666)—3, 6, 8 45 
Anil Ganguly's maiden Bengab 
directorial venture, starring 
Raakhee, Subhendu Chatterjee, 
Nnmai Kumar, Papiya Adhikan, 
Nayana Das, Shakuntala Bania, 
Btplab Chatteijee, Abhishek Chat- 


Tapas Paul The music is by Bappi 
Lahin 

•Chakranta (A): Darpana 
(Bidhan Saram, 558080)—3 
shows Prachi (Acharya Jagthsb 
Chandra Bose Road, 271282)—2, 
5, 7 45 

Directed by Deb Singha and 
with music by Mnnal Baneijee, the 
mam cast includes Prasenjit, 
Satabdi Roy, Biplab Chatterjee, 
Rabi Ghosh and Soumitra Chat- 
terjee 

•Debata (A): Minar (Bidhan 
Sarani, 552753), Bijoti (S P 
Mukherjee Road, 473462), (^hha- 
bighar (Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
352740)—2 45, 5 30, 8 15 
Victor Baneijec Debasnree 
Roy, Dibp Roy Anup Kumar Kab 
Baneijee, In^ani Haider, Aijun 
Chakraborty and Ranjit Mulbck 
compnse the mam cast The film is 
(brected by Abhijit Sen and the 

Poonam Dhiilon 
in Nyaydando 









music IS by R.D. Uunnan 
•Monmayure*: Sree (Bidhan 
Sarani, 551515)—3, 6, 8.45 

Moushumi Chattenee, Tapas 
Paul, Deepankar De, Sreela Ma- 
jumder, Subhendu Chatterjee, LUy 
Chakraborty, Sunil Mukbetyee and 
Master Rintu are the chief attrac- 
tions of this film, directed by 
Bvesh Chatterjee The music is by 
Swapan Chakraborty 
•Nyaydando (A): Bind (Ganesh 
Chandra Avenue, 372473), Radha 
(Bidhan Sarara, 553045), Puma 
(S P Mukherjee Road, 474567) — 
3 shows, 

Poonam Dhillon's dtbut Bengali 
film which also stars Aiyun I hakra- 
bony, Utpal Dutt, Bipiab Chatter¬ 
jee, Paptya Adhikan, Souniitra 


Banerjee, Rajeshwari Roy 
Choudhury, debutant Sukanta, 
Master Bubun and Piya Das The 
film IS directed by Sukhen Das and 
the music is by Ajoy Das 


•Special Kveni'. 


4 November: 3 pm 

Natasena will stage PNtibidhit- 
sd—a play bv Amal Chakraborty 
and directed bv Saroj Roy The 
music and constume are by De- 
bangsu Sengupta andjochan Dosti 
dar, respectively 
At Academy of fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road 38)302) 

4-7 November: 3 pm—8 pm 
An exhibition of J S bchuldcss’ 
paintings in the Central Gallery 
• Akeeo will hold an exhibition of 


paintings m the North Gallery. 

• An exhibiticm of pauitmgs by 
Arghya Pnya Myumdar, Parag 
Roy and Ashok Bhadun in the New 
South Gallery 

• Photographic Association of 
Belghana will hold an exhibition of 
photographs in the South and New 
giillenes 

4-10 November; 3 pm-8 pm 

Sanjit Saha will hold his exhibi¬ 
tion of paintings in the West Gal¬ 
lery 

8 November onwards: 3 pm — 
8 pm 

A week long exhibition of paint¬ 
ings and sculptures, organised by 
Impression 87 in the New South 
Gallery 

• Photographic Association of 


Bengal will hold a week-kmg ex¬ 
hibition of photographs m the New 
Gallery. 

At Academy of Fine Arts 
(Cathedral Road; 284302) 

8 November: 6 pm 
Binkar presents a vocal 
smyphony (audio visual) and Ben¬ 
gali songs by Jayanta Bose. 

At Kala Man^ (Shakespeare 
Saram, 449086) 

8 ft 9 November: 6.30 pm 
Indian Council for Cultu^ Rela- 
bons and Indo-US Subcommission 
on Education and Culture present 
Merce Cunningham Dance Com¬ 
pany ft-om the US m Kmforest, 
Allgust Pace and futures 
At Rabmdra Sadan (Cathedral 
Road. 289978) 


Planes 


NOTE: All arrival and dapartura timas ara for Calcutta. Figures in brackets 
denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


Printed hare Is the regular Indian Airlines acha- 
duls. This is. however, aubiact to ohango. Paa- 
sangars ara advised to hoop track of announco- 
mants made by Indian Airlines in the praaa. For 
aasiatanca, they may contact 292848, 282688, 
• 286869, 262417, 869433, 869841/2/3/4/9 and 
869633. 


Internation.il 


London-Calcutla-Oalbl: Art 

(1) AI-132AI-1320 at 1300 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York. Oep (2) Al-tOI at 
0240 

Calcuna.Bombay-Oubal. Dep 

(2) AI-101/AI-743 at 0240 
Bombay-Catcutta-Bangkok- 
Tokyo: Arr (5) AI-306 at 1830 
Dop (S) AI-306 at 1930 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta- 
Bombay: Arr (6) AI-309 at 
1825 Dep (6) Ai-309 at 1935 
Calcutta-Bombay-London- 
Naw York: Oep (6) AI-309/ 
AI-1101 at 1935 
Calcutta-Oelhl-Perle-London: 
Dep (7) At 1651/AI-13S at 
0500 

Calcuila-Oelhl-Rome- 
Frankfurt; Dep (7) AI-1651/ 
Ai-16S at 0500 

Naw York-London-Oalhl- 
Calcutta: Arr (7) AI-112/AI- 
1122 at 0340 

Frankturt-Roma-Oalhl- 
Caleuna: Arr (1) AI-162/AI- 
1320 at 1300 

Moacow-Oubal-Calcutta. Arr 
(4) SU-537 at t525 
Calcutta-Oubal-Moacow. Oep 
(4) SU-538 at 1725 
Amman-Caicutta: Arr (1 4) 
RJ-184 at 0730 
Catcutta-Amman (via Bang¬ 
kok): Dep (1. 4) RJ-181 at 
0830 

Calcutla-SIngapora: Dep (2) 
SQ-416 at 1120 and Dep (4) 
Sa-420 at 1315 
Singapore-Calcutta: Arr (2) 
80-418 at 1020 and Arr (4) 
80-420 at 1215 
CaMutta-Bangkok: Oep (2, 4, 
7) IC-731 at 1060, Dep (1.3,6). 
TQ-314 at 1365, Arr (2, 4. 7) 
IC-732 at 1640, Arr (1. 3, 6) 
TQ-313 m 1240 
OalM-Caleiitta-Dliaka; Arr (6) 
IC-843at0755;Dep (B) IC-843 
at 0855 

Obaka-Caicutta-OathI: Arr (6) 
IC-B44 at t115, Dep (6). 10-644 
at 1215 


Calcutta-Kalhmandu: Oep (2 
4,6 7) IC-747 at 1600, Dep (1, 

5) RA-214 at 1530 Arr (2 4 6 

7) IC-748 at 1930, Arr (1, 5) 
RA-213 at 1430 

Caieutla-Oheka: Oep ( 1 , 3 5, 

8) IC-723 at 1340, Dep (7) IC- 
223 at 1340, Oep (2 3, 5, 6} 
8G-092 at 1050, Dep (4) BG- 
092 at 1130, Oep (2. 3, 6) BG- 
094 at 1620 and BG-096 at 
1940, Dep (5) BG-098 at 1820 
OhakaCalcutta: Arr (1,3.5,6) 
IC-724 at 1600, Arr (7) IC-224 
at 1540, Arr (2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 8G- 
091 at 1010, Arr (2, 3, 6) BG- 
093 at 1540 and BG-095 at 
1910, Arr (5) BG-097 at 1740 
Catcutta-Chittagong: Dep (6) 
IC-225 at 1330 Dep (2 5) 
80-698 at 1415 
ChiNagong-Caleutta. Arr (6) 
tC-226 at 1550 Arr (2 5) BG- 
697 at 1330 

CalcuHa-Paro: Oep (2) KB- 
106 at 0900, Arr (2) KB-105 at 
0800 


Domestic 


Air-tikua mmmmm 

Calcutla-Oalhl: Dep (/) Al- 
1651 at 0500 

OalhI-Calcutta: Arr (i) AI-1320 
at 1300, Arr (7) AI-1122 at 
0340 

Calcutta-Bombay: Oep (2) Al¬ 
lot at 0240, Oep (6) AI-309 at 
1935 

Bombay-Calcutta. Arr (5) AI- 
306 at 1815 

tndUm AlrUneMWmk 

Calcutla-Oalhl: Oep (daily) IC- 
263 at 0630 and IC-402 at 1700, 
Arr (daily) IC-401 at 1135 and 
IC-264 at 2225 

Calcutta-Bombay: Oep (dtfly) 
IC-273 at 1955 and IC-176 at 
0655 Arr (daily) IC-274at18S5 
and 1C-175 at 0755 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep (daily) 
10265 at 1700, Arr (daily) IC- 
266 at 2150 

Caleutta-Bangatom; Dap (2,3, 

4, 5, 6, 7) IC-271 at 1500. Arr 


(2. 3, 4, 5. 6. 7) IC-272 at 2025 
Calcutta-Vtzag-Madraa: Oep 
(1, 2 4, 6) IC-542 at 0730, Arr 
(1) IC-541 at 0945 and Arr (2,4, 

6) (C-541 at 1310 
Calcutta-Guwahatl. Oep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-229 at 1250 Arr (daily) 
IC-230 at 1550 

Calcutta-Olbrugarh: Dep (1 2. 
3, 4 5 6) IC-201 at 1130, Arr 
(1.3 5, 6) 10202 at 1245 Arr 
(2, 4) IC-202 at 1500 
Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat- 
Guwahatl-Calcutta: Dep (3, 5, 

7) IC-213at 1030. Arr (3,5,7) 
IC-213 at 1540 

Calcutta-Quwahatl-Olmapur; 

Dep (1 3,5 6) 10219 al 1120, 
Arr (1. 3 5, 6) IC-220 at 1600 
Calcutta-Bagdogra; Oep (dai¬ 
ly) IC-2211 at 1100. Arr (daily) 
IC-222 at 1320 

Caicutta-Agertala: Oep (daily) 
IC-241 at 0700, Dep (?, 4) 
10243 at 1400, Dep (3 5.6. 7) 
IC-243at0600. Oep (1) IC-243 
at 1400. Arr (daily) IC-242 at 
0900, Arr (2.4) IC-244at1600 
Ait (3. 5, 6, 7) IC-244 at 1020, 
Arr (1) IC-244 at 1600 
Calcutta-Silchar-Imphal: Dap 
(daily) iC-25S al 0600, Arr (dal¬ 
ly) IC-256 at 1030 
Catcutta-Bhubanaawar- 
Nagpur-Hyderabad: Dep (3, 5, 

6) TC-269 at 1710, Arr (3, 5.6) 
IC-270 at 2040 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (1, 
2, 7) IC-277 at 1745, Arr (1. 2. 

7) IC-278 at 2215 
Calcutta-Port Blab: Dep (2.4) 
IC-285 at 0545, Arr (2. 4) lO 
266 at 1015 

Calcutta-Poct Blab^Car Nleo- 


bar: Dep (1) 1C- 287 at 0545, 
Arr (1) IC-286 at 1235 
Calc ult a-Ranchi-Pa tna- 
Lucknow-Oalhl: Oep (1,3,4,5, 
6. 7) IC-410 at 0830 Arr (1. 3, 
4. 5. 6. 7) IC-409 al 1510 

Vayudoot 

Calculta-Agartala-imphal: 
Dep (1. 3, 5) PF-727 at 0530, 
Arr (1. 3, 5) PF-728 at 1120 
Calcutta-Agartala-Sllchar: 
Dep (7) PF-729A al 0550, Arr 
(7) PF-730A at 1050 
Calculta-Shlllong-Quwahatl- 
Calcutta: Dep (1. 3. 5, 7) PF- 
701 at 1140, Arr (1. 3. 5, 7) 
PF-702 at 1615 
Caleutta-Agartala-Kamalpur- 
Kallaahahar-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (2. 4. 6) PF-729 
at 0550, Arr (2, 4. 6) PF-730 at 
1040 

Calculta-Sllchar-Shlllong- 
Quwahatl-Sllchar-Calcutta: 
Oep (2. 4. 6) PF-70t at 1100, 
Arr (2. 4, 6) PF-702 al 1715 
Calcutta-Rourfcata: Dep (t. 3, 

5) PF-715at0600,Afr (1,3,5) 
PF.716 at 0855 
Caldutta-Quwahatl-dorhat- 
Ulabarl-Olbrugarh-Tazu: Oep 
(2. 6) PF-709 at 0815, Arr (2. 

6) PF-710 at 1840 
Caicutla-auwahall-DImapur- 
Jorhat-Lllabarl-DIbrugarh: 
Oep (4) PF-709 at 0815, Arr 
(4) PF-710 al 1750 
Calcutta-Quwahatl-DImapur- 
Jorhat-Lllaurl-Olbrugarh- 
Tazu; Dep (7) PF-709 at 0600; 
Arr (7) PF-710 at 1705 
Calcutta-Alzawl-Sllehar- 
Oinmhali: Dap (1. 3. 5. 7). 





PF-705 at 0915; Arr. (1, 3, 5. 7): 
PF-706 at 1620. 
Caleulta-Agaitala: Dap ( 1 , 3. 
5): PF-729A at 1130; Arr. (1. 3. 
5): PF-730A at 1410 


Calcutta-Alxawl'Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dap. (2. 4, 6). PF.705 
at 0910 and PF-729B at 1310; 
Arr (2,4,6) PF-706 at 1255 and 
PF-730B at 1655 


Calcutta-Jamaliadpur*nancM- 
Patna: Dap (1.3,5) PF-725at 
0550; Arr (1. 3, 5). PF-726 at 
1115 

Caleutta^amahadpur: Oap (2. 


4.6) PF-717 at 0550: Arr (2,4, 
6) PF-7ie at 0745 
Caleutta*Cooeh Bahar: Dap 
(2. 4, 6. 7) PF-707 at 0600. Arr 
(2. 4, 6, 7) PF-708 at 0855 


Dapartura EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 

p Tima Howrah Tima Di 

311 19-00 Dalhi-Kalka Mall 8-30 23 

305 19-20 Amritaar Mall 8-05 3C 

303 20-00 Bombay Mail via Allahabad 13-15 3 C 

381 9-15 Alr-Cond. (Naw OalhI) Ex- 18-00 23 

praaa via Gaya-Varanasi 
Dap— Tubs, Thurs & Sat 
Arr—Wed Fn & Sun 

303 9-15 Alr-Cond. (Naw Delhi) Ex- 18-00 23 

press via Patna 
Dep—Mon Wed Fri 4 Sun 
Arr—Mon Tues Thurs & Sat 

901 16-00 Rajdhanl Express 5 days a 11-30 23 

week 

Dep- Mon Tues Thurs Fn 4 
Sun 

Arr—Tues Wed Thurs Sal 4 
Sun 

173 23-00 Hlmgirl (Jammu-Tawl) Ex- 11-10 23 

press Tri-Wkly 
Dep—Tues Fn 4 Sat 
Arr—Tues Wed 4 Sat 

>47 13-15 Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Ex- 4-15 25 

press 

Dep Mon 4 Thurs 
Arr—Thurs 4 Mon 

>09 20-05 Doon Express via Grand 7 20 30 

Chord 

07 9-45 Udayan Abha Toofsn Ex- 18-15 30 

press via Mam Line 

49 13-05 Amritsar Express 15-45 30 

11 20-45 Delhi Express via Main Line 6 10 30 

39 20-55 OalhI Janata Express via 5-30 30 

Mam Line 

19 16-00 Lucknow Express 1 ' 55 30. 

21 22-00 MIthlla Express 5 00 30: 

57 6-00 Kanchanjunga Express 20 50 25: 

59 17-35 Ksmrup (Guwshatl) Express 6-30 5&i 

I'r 6-10 Black Diamond Express 21 25 33 

29 17-15 Coallleld Express 10-30 30: 

35 18-20 Asansol Express 8-45 30: 

31 21-00 Oanapur Express 6-35 30; 

25 23-00 North Bihar Express 11-10 30: 

Dep—Wednesday 
Arr—Friday 

71 22-05 Jamalpur TrI-wkly Express 6-00 30> 

Dep—Tues Thurs 4 Sat 
Arr—Mon Thurs 4 Sat 

15 9-55 Santlnlketan Express 15-40 301 

>9 15-25 Chambal (Gwalior) TrI- 7-30 21C 

weekly Supertast Express 
Dep—Thurs Sal 4 Sun 
Arr—Tues Wed & Thurs 

n 15-25 Shiprs (Indore) Express 7-30 ti7 

Dep—Tues 4 Wed 
Arr—Sal 4 Sun 

!7 15-25 Shaktipun) (Chopan) Ex- 7-30 332 

press 

Dep 4 Arr—Mon 4 Fn 

19 22-25 Gorakhpur Express 10-40 SOS 

Dep 4 Arr—Sunday 

Seolilafi 

3 19-00 Dar|eeHng Mall 8-45 314 

3 21-40 Qour Exmss 6-15 315 

>1 11-20 Jsmmu-Tawl Express 16-30 315 

3 20-45 Mughal Sarel Express via 12-50 313 

S8G Loop 

3 18-20 BhagIrathI (Lalgola) Express 10-25 3io< 

5 12-40 Chhapra Express Trl-weekly 4-30 5181 

Dep 4 Arr—Wed FrI. 4 Sun 


Dspanure SOUTH-EASTERN 
RAILWAY 


Time 

Howrah 

Tima 

Dn 

20 45 

Madras Mail 

6-45 

6004 

2000 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

7-25 

8001 

13-10 

Gitanjall (Bombay) Express 

14-30 

2859 

21-00 

Ahmedabad Express 

4-30 

8033 

12-05 

Bombay Express via Nagpur 

15-15 

8029 

14 45 

Coromandel (Madras) Ex¬ 
press 

11-30 

2842 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep—Tues 

Arr- -Sun 

13-45 

2612 

17-30 

Tala Sieal Express 

10-20 

8014 

6-10 

Ispat Express 

21 45 

8012 

21 40 

Sarnbalpur Express 

6-55 

8006 

21-15 

Ranchi Halls Express 

6-05 

8016 

22 15 

Purl Express Via Cuttack 

5-30 

8008 

19 20 

Jagannath (Pun) Express Via 

Narai 

7-45 

8410 

5-55 

Dhaull (Bhubaneswar) Ex¬ 
press 

21-20 

2822 

23-15 

Tirupali Express 

4-15 

8080 

11-30 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Ex¬ 
press 

14 45 

8046 

16 45 

Purulla Express 

Dep -Except Saturday 

Arr- Except Sunday 

11-20 

8018 

22-35 

Guwshatl - Howrah - Trivan¬ 
drum Central Express 

Monday only 

22-15 


14-10 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah 
- Guwshatl Express 

Saturday only 

13 45 

2601 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tertninus- 
Guwahatl Weekly Express 

(via Visakhdpalnarn 4 Howrah) 
Thursday only 

13 45 

2649 

22-35 

Guwahatl-Cochin Harbour 
Terminus Weekly Express 

(via Howrah 4 Visakhapatr'am) 
Saturday only 

22-15 


22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus 
Superfast Express (via 
Visakhapatnam 4 Madras) 
Dep—Fn 4 Sun 

Arr Tues 4 Fn 

13 45 

2651 

22-35 

Quwahatl-Bangaiora City 
Weekly Express (via Howrah 

4 Cuttack) 

Wednesday only 

22-15 


14-10 

Bangalore Clty-Guwahatl 

Weekly Express (via Howrah 

4 Cuttack) 

Monday only 

13-45 

2673 

22-35 

Patna-Cochin Harbour Ter¬ 
minus Waekly Exprasa (via 
Howrah) 

Thursday only 

22-15 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarmlnus- 
Patna Weekly Expreae (vta 
Howrah) 

Wedns^ay only 

13-45 

2809 


ENQUIRIES; For round the clock Information of Eastern Railway 
trains, please dial 203545-54 for In-coming trains; 203535-44 for 
all other Information. For information about reservations on 
Eastern and South Eastern Railways trains, dial 203500 (from 9 
am to 9 pm on weekdays and 9 am to 2 pm on Sundays and 
gazetted holidays). 
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D r Ashish Kumar Roy re¬ 
ports from Jamshedpur 
"A quiz was organised in 
the M G M Medical College, 
Jamshedpur Quiz Master 
Kaushik Bhattacharya con¬ 
ducted the quiz alorig with 
Anurag Srivastav as the hos¬ 
tess Kaushik conducted a 
special round for the audi¬ 
ence in which even the 
senior doctors participated 
enthusiastically DrB 
Mohanty, Dr Kishore and Dr 
K N Sharma had done the 
research work for the quiz ' 

‘In which film did Charlie 
Chaplin play the LittleTramp 
for the last time? asks one 
of our readers 
Modern Times was the 
last appearance ever made 
by the Little Tramp as Cha¬ 
plin s baggy-pants character 
was known for two decades 
Modem Times was also the 
last major silent picture 
made until Mel Brooks Silept 
Movie It was filmed in 1935 
and released in 1936 almost 
10 years after the advent of 
sound Chaplin the genius 
of silents, made a heroic 
stand against talkies saying 
"A good silent picture is su- 
penor to a good stage play, 
while a good talking picture 
Is inferior to a good stage 
play ‘ He planned to con¬ 
tinue making silent films, us¬ 
ing famous casualities of the 
sound era such as John Gil¬ 
bert, but he got no further 
than Modem Times His next 
picture. The Great Dictator, 
was done with recorded dia- 


TOO #f*fi04»effon;lntheUSA,whefle|ob 
action? (Othello Mazoomdaar, c/o B.N. 
Ghosh, Sripur, Charaktala, Boral 743 
WSM 505.) 

Ana; Any moans of organised protest 
short of general strike, as a work show¬ 
down, used by employees legally forbidden to strike. 


CBS 



Charlie Chaplin in Modem Times 


logue (Actually, Modern 
Times does have a sound 
track, but it consists only of 
Chaplin s score, the gibber¬ 
ish ditty he signs while wait¬ 
ing on tables, and some 
sound effects) 

Chaplin, whose ideas for 
films often gestated for years 
began thinking about Mod¬ 


ern Times when a reviewer 
wrote that City Lights, a film 
Chaplin made in 1931 about 
a little flower girl was sen¬ 
timental and that Charlie 
should address himself to 
more realistic stories Then 
the plot began to jell when a 
reporter told Chaplin about 
automobile assembly-line 


workers who went crazy on 
their jobs in Detroit factones 
Some of the revievirs were 
favourable, others were not 
Today Chaplin s gags and 
stunts seem devastatingly 
inventive and funny, but in 
1936 Modern Times was not 
to the public s taste They no 
longer found slapstick amus¬ 
ing and preferred the witty 
repartee of such films as The 
Thin Man and It Happened 
One Night ' 

Also Chaplin s political 
views were questionable to 
many people and they cons¬ 
idered Modern Times to be 
communist propaganda The 
film was banned in Germany 
and Italy However accord¬ 
ing to a critic who saw it in 
Moscow the Russians 
thought It was an insulting 
commentary on Soviet effi¬ 
ciency and sat through it in 
absolute silence Chaplin 
himseif denied that the pic¬ 
ture had political implica¬ 
tions The theme is about 
two nondescripts tryirl^ to 
get along in modern times 
he said There are those 
who always attach social sig¬ 
nificance to my work It has 
none 

Postscript: | have received 
many letters asking for the 
dates of the All-India North 
Star Quiz in various cities 
The bad news is—The North 
Star Quiz is postponed 
Await further details The 
good news Argus Close Up 
Quiz at the Dl this week— 

9th, 10th and 11th 
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